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F. T. Stanley, m.r.c.v.s., 602. 


K. G. Anderson, 232, G. T. F. Budge, 
J. Cowie, D. Cumming, 34, Robt. 
H. Hope, 121, A. H. Jones. 143, 

D. Marshall, 34, J. H. McLaren, 
143, E. McSwiney, 406, 449, W. 
T. Olver, 370, H. W. Robson, 232, 
W. J.Young, 121. 

Births. 

Sons: Mrs. H. C. Dibben 132, Mrs. 
J. Scott-Bowden 427, Mrs. J R. 
Greig 496, Mrs. A. L. Horner 518 
Daughters: Mrs. E. Nicholson 100, 
Mrs. D. S. Rabagliati 121 , Mrs. 
T. A. Dobie 405, Mrs. H. E. 
Keylock 496, Mrs. J. R. Rider 528 


Marriages. 


Horner—Hughes 

34 

Rider—Ness 

48 

Malvisi—Passmore Batty 1 

65 

Brown—Hayter 

80 

Minett—Stitt 

88 

Holland—Anthony 

88 

Burke—Garratt 

88 

Jackson—Wood 

100 

Woodruff—Glaister 

100 

Wood—Duncan 

110 

Fleming —Gresy 

195 

Carter—Carter 

326 

F rancis—Knowles 

355 

Tindle—Horbury 

355 

Aston—Hall 

372 

Gay—Bibbey 

485 

Merton—Jones 

588 

Dawson-Sall 

588 

Williamson—McNaught 

609 

Betrothal. 

R. Wynne Williams 

396 
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Central V.S. (London). 

Licensing of drivers ; Sales of worn- 
out horses 3, Employers’responsi¬ 
bility for offences of drivers 4. 
Export trade 5, Strangulation of 
the ileum by Meckel’s diverticu¬ 
lum 6, Discussion re Ministry of 
health 53, Annual meeting 202, 
Annual dinner 251, Presidential, 
J. B. Buxton, 293, The Newcastle 
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Congress 294, Cases seen at the 
Metropolitan Police Courts, by 
M. G. Byerley, 360, Discussion 
408, Reply 413, A civilian's 
appreciation of the work of the 
RA.V.C. during the past war, 

F. Hobday, 444, Discussion 457, 
Meeting 449, 457, Some points in 
the natural history of Alveolar, or 
Periodontal disease in the horse, 
ox, and sheep, by F. T. Harvey, 
451, 463, 517, 523. Reply 525, 
Meeting 515, Chloroform anaes¬ 
thesia in the horse, by Prof. E. 
Bradley Reynolds, 544, 602, Dis¬ 
cussion 558, 

Central V.A. (Ireland). 

Meeting 82, Some unexpected 
results, P. J. Howard, 84, Annual 
meeting : Some interesting dental 
and other cases, E. C. Winter, 376. 

Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
Presidential, J. Barr. 50, “ Un¬ 

diagnosed,” 51, Paralysis of bowel 
51, Future of veterinary educa¬ 
tion, by T. J. Faithfull, 124, Dis¬ 
cussion 126. Election of officers 
466, ‘ Quittor,” by Prof. Wool¬ 

dridge, 467, Operation 465. 

Lancashire V.M.A. 

Quarterly meeting : Some aspects 
of veterinary politics, H. Sumner, 
28, Discussion 93, Annual meet¬ 
ing 367, Anaesthetics : Ovari¬ 
otomy, F. T. G. Hobday, 367, The 
Newcastle Congress 419, Presi¬ 
dential, A. W. Noel Pillets 420, 
Annual dinner 506. Equine 

strongylosis 595. 

Derbyshire V.A. 

Meeting 386, Milk, by A. Levie, 
387, Anaesthesia, fay Capt. R. 
Rawlins. 527. 

Dumfries and Galloway V.M.A. 
Meeting 399, Fees; General 
Anaesthesia, by A. Edgar, 400. 

Transvaal V.M.A. 

Annual meeting (twodays): Offi¬ 
cers 433, Proposed S. African 
Association : On a Veterinary 
school in S. Africa 434, V.S. Bill 
436. 

Lincolnshire and District V.M.A. 
The Newcastle Conference 238, 
Professional fees 241, Annual 
meeting 431, Diseases of the 
Bovine stomach, byD. Cooper, 432. 


Veterinary Association of 
New South Wales. 

Annnal meeting 535, Meeting : 
Hypoderma bovis, fay S. T. D. 
Symons 573. 

Mid-West and South Wales V.A. 
First meeting : Election of officers 
505. 

Midland Counties V.M.A. 

Special meeting : Ministry of 
Health Act 19, The Newcastle 
Conference 148, Rig castration, 
by J. J. O'Connor, 150, 162, Dis¬ 
cussion 164, Corrections 179, 
Meeting 343, Choice and admin¬ 
istration of Anaesthetics, F. T. G. 
Hobday, 344, Annual meeting 481, 
The Astor report and prospective 
legislation in relation to the Milk 
Supply, by A. Gofton, 483, 487, 
Discussion 489, 503, Annual 
dinner 504, The V.S. Act Amend¬ 
ment Bill 561, Presidential, 
R. H. H. Over, 561, Clinical 
Notes 562-563. 

North of England V.M.A. 

Meeting 305, Fees 339. 

North of Ireland V.M.A. 
Insurance Fees, Ministry of Health 
Council 282, Meeting 437, Elec¬ 
tion of Officers 438. 

North Midland V.A. 

Notes on Cases, by S. H. Nixon, 
78, Joint meeting 274, Opera¬ 
tions by Messrs. R. Hudson, W. A. 
Campbell, W. Collinson, F. T. G. 
Hobaay 274, Luncheon 275, 
Meeting 423, Election of Officers: 
Specific ophthalmia, by H. L. Tor¬ 
rance, Discussion 426, Annual 
meeting : Presidential, R. Hudson, 
531, 536. 

North of Scotland V.M.S. 

General Anaesthesia, by Duncan 
Cumming 214, Discussion 216, 
Castration of the Bovine male, by 
G. Howie 227. 

Scottish Metropolitan V.M.S. 
Specific Ophthalmia : Lieut.-Col. 
Matson 42, Capt. E. R. Steel 43, 
The Newcastle Conference : Scot¬ 
tish Board of Health Act. replies 
from M.P. 246, Anaesthesia of 
Animals, J. Peddie, 247, Discuss¬ 
ion, 250, Annual meeting 421, 
Discussion on operations 422, 
Presidential, A. Gofton 2 569, Some 
clinical aspects of Rabies, Prof. J. 
Russell Greig 571. 


I Royal Counties V.M.A. 

Meeting at Caversham 118, Elec¬ 
tion of Officers 321, The Newcastle 
Conference 321, Lesions in the 
diagnosis of Swine fever : Dis¬ 
cussion 323, . Correction 354. 
Annual meeting 389, Inspectors* 
fees, G. P. Male, 390, Presidential, 
W. T. Broad, 392, Joint meetings, 

G. H. Livesey : Annual dinner 393, 
Joint meetings 581, Preparation 
and use of veterinary vaccines and 
sera, by J. B. Buxton, 582. 

Southern Counties-V.S. 

Meeting 72, Professional fees 74, 
Rabies 76, Correction 95, Meet¬ 
ing 316, “ Some impressions 

gained in the R.A.V.C. during the 
years 1914-19, by Capt. Gerald 
Bloxsome, 319, Discussion 328, 
514, Annnal meeting 510, Sug¬ 
gested joint meetings 513. 

j V.M.A. of Ireland. 

I Annual Meeting 7, Meeting 60, 

I Professional Fees 62, Clinical 
Notes, F. J. Daly, 63, Surgical 
demonstrations 478, D.A/T.I.Fees 
479, Election of Officers: Presi¬ 
dential, W. H. Wilkinson, 480. 

* 

South Durham and 
North Yorkshire V.M.A. 
Meeting 304, Special meeting, 
fees, 399. 

Western Counties V.M.A. 

Annual meeting, 19, Presidential, 
P. Penhale : Professional fees, W. 
Ascott, 237, Annual meeting, 505, 
General fees, 506. 

South Eastern V.A. 

Election of officers, 39, Inspectors' 
section, 41, The Newcastle Con¬ 
ference, 189, Liabilities of V.S. 
engaged in private practice, by 

H. B. Eve, 270, Discussion 272, 
Annual meeting 378. Joint meet¬ 
ings 379, Annual dinner 381. 

Yorkshire V.A. 

Presidential : Mr. S. E. Sampson 
65, Joint meeting 274, Election 
of officers 359, Navel ill 359, 
Tuberculosis in the sheep 359, 
Presidential : S. E. Sampson 460, 
Tuberculin testing 471, Auto¬ 
genous vaccines, G. C. Barber 472. 

West of Scotland V.M.A. 

Meeting : Fees, 340, Fees to In¬ 
surance Companies, 399. 
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Pbofessional Fees. 


Bovine Adamantinoma. 


The proceedings of the Lincolnshire and District 
V.M.A., printed last week, reveal a commendably 
careful method of handling this important question. 
After a general discussion, and a noting of local 
differences in conditions, the matter was adjourned 
with a view to examining the details of the scale 
now adopted in Derbyshire. This preliminary 
survey of the difficulties of the question is the 
method most likely to bring success. 

So far as the fees for general everyday practice 
are concerned, it is better to begin to improve them 
locally. Local difficulties should be overcome be¬ 
fore the national problem is attempted. Local 
conditions vary so much, and we have still so little 
general knowledge of the nature and extent of the 
variations, that we are not yet in a position to 
consider a national minimum scale of fees. We are 
not justified in saying that a national minimum 
would be beneficial—eveu if one could be fixed and 
enforced, and there is room for doubt on the latter 
point. 

Q n the other hand, district combinations of 
practitioners could at once initiate local improve¬ 
ments throughout the kingdom; and, if this pro¬ 
cedure became general, it would not take very long 
to accumulate sufficient local knowledge and 
experience to be pooled and brought to bear upon 
the national question. This method of attacking 
the problem would ensure substantial local advances 
from the start, and would ultimately enable us to 
estimate the possibility and desirability of a national 
scale, which at present is a dubious ideal. 

In all this work it is obvious wbat a great part 
might be played by the “ National,” at first by its 
local branches, and by the central body at a later 


stage. 

The matter is different as regards fees paid by 
public bodies. Here a trial for national uniformity 
appears much more hopeful, and there is certainly 
need for it. At the Lincolnshire meeting it tran¬ 
spired that one member works for three County 
Councils, all of whom pay different rates. This 
state of things might and should be remedied ; but 
here again, it would be well not to move too quickly. 
4n organised enquiry into the County Council 
scales throughout the Kingdom should precede a 
systematic attempt at levelling up. 

We now have two bodies capable of execu- 

*« fW. 

negotiations. rt it deserves from veterinary 

• r0C6IV ? 8 * f he other is the 44 National,” and the 

SJJS5-W 1 * wel1 work conjointly. 


H. Horne published a clinical and histological 
description 'of this case in the Deutsche Tierarzt- 
liche Wochenschrift. In a six-year-old cow of 
Danish breed, a tumour had developed rapidly in 
connection with the lower jaw near the incisor 
teeth ; and had deformed the whole region and dis¬ 
placed the teeth towards the left side. The cow 
was in good condition, and showed no general dis¬ 
turbance ; but, as the tumour was growing rapidly, 
the owner sent her for slaughter. As nothing was 
known at the abattoir concerning the development 
of the tumour, actinomycosis was suspected; and 
the tumour was sent to Horne for examination. 

Examination showed that the anterior portion of 
the lower jaw was transformed into a round body 
which the lower lip could not completely cover, so • 
that part of it was visible through the semi-opened 
mouth. The tumour was asymmetrical, being more 
voluminous to the left than to the right. Its 
measurements were 10 x 12 x 17 centimetres ; and 
it weighed, together with the lower lip adhering to 
it, 1250 grammes. 

To the touch, the tumour presented almost wood¬ 
like hardness in its superficial parts, but was a little 
more soft in its depth. A longitudinal section 
showed that the whole tumour was invested by a 
bony layer which was especially hard and thick 
where it joined the incisor teeth, while it diminished 
in the posterior portion of the tumour. Beneath 
this layer the tumoural mass was composed of 
round and oval islands. Its tissue was consistent, 
almost transparent, and was divided by means of 
bands of connective tissue into small cavities or 
spaces in which a gelatinous or muco*(edematous 
mass was disposed. 

Microscopically, the tissue of the tumour present¬ 
ed a characteristic structure. The connective tissue 
and the epithelium were disposed very nearly as in 
carcinoma, but the tissue had not the characteristics 
of carcinomatous tissue. The epithelial masses 
formed ramified or anastomosed cords, or else more 
or less rounded or oval agglomerations. Each 
agglomeration was invested, especially at the sur¬ 
face, by a layer of cylindrical epithelial cells. In 
the smaller alveoli the epithelial cells which invest¬ 
ed the internal face of this layer were very com¬ 
pressed ; in the larger aveoli, however, these same 
cylindrical epithelial cells were transformed in the 
deep and central parts into ramified stellate cells. 
Here and there in the alveoli a decomposition of the 
cells with the formation of small cysts would be 
noted. Id the midst of these epithelial elements 
was found a fibrillar stroma more or less rich in 
cells. Taken as a whole, the microscopic appear- 
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ance of this adamantinoma (or adamantoma) was 
very typical, and was clearly and easily differentiat¬ 
ed from that of other species of tumour. 

Cases of adamantinoma are not frequent in the 
domestic animals. Lienaux has seen two cases in 
the cat. Folger described three cases in cattle, and 
Joest reported three more, also in cattle. In man, 
however, similar cases are not so infrequent, and 
are considered as a species of benign tumour of slow 
development, situated in the jaw. 

As regards the genesis of adamantinoma, it is 
admitted that it takes origin from the remnants of 
the embryonic primary enamel organ or enamel 
germ; for the epithelial formations described above 
strangely resemble certain portions of the dental 
tissue, and intermediate stages between these 
tumours and odontomata are also met with .—La 
Clinica Vcterinana. 

W. R. C. 


VETERINARY POLITICS. 

Anonymous communications do not usually 
afford very profitable subjects for discussion as they 
are not backed by either responsibility or authority, 
• but your poetical correspondent, “Watchman,” 
labours so very hard to provo his imaginary 
grievance—that the veterinary profession is treated 
by the public with disdain—that his considerable, 
if misplaced, energy is deserving of Borne considera¬ 
tion. He says lack of political influence i9 merely 
another name for lack of social influence, and 
implies that any kind of distinction being made 
between the two terms is an underhand jugglery 
with words which he and the British public can be 
relied upon to see right through. 

My contention has always been that social status 
does not concern the profession at all; but simply 
an attribute of the individual, and that political 
influence is, and has has been for many years, one 
of our most urgent needs for almost all purposes 
connected with our protection and our progress. 

One does not obtain any social standing, that I 
am aware of, by passing examinations, and the 
social status vested in the individual is not abrogated 
by his being plucked. I think most of us know 
instances of men bolding high social positions, 
whose political influence is about on a par with 
that of any one of their servants who has a vote. 
1 readily admit this was not always so ; but we are 
dealing with the United Kingdom and the year 
a.d. 1919. 

It has been forcibly impressed upon us lately 
that the Miners’ Federation hold some political 
influence, but I am not aware that the ordinary 
miners social standing is greatly better than it was 
years ago. 

For many years the beer trade has possessed a 
mighty political power, but it does not possess any 
social standing; it is in fact mentioned in an old 
law of this country still in force as a “ kynd of 
basse mercature.” If a brewer inherits or acquires 
a certain social standing, that does not show that 
bis trade has any such position. 


In all large communities of men, such as the 
legal, medical or veterinary professions, there must 
always be very wide differences of birth, upbring¬ 
ing and temperament, and it is scarcely possible in 
any such profession that a definite social status can 
exist at all; and they are all on the same plane, in 
that social influence or standing is merely an 
attribute of the individual. 

Our most pressing need is to obtain for the pro¬ 
fession as a community more political influence, 
and to relieve that dire ignorance, so frequently 
exhibited in such cases as that recently referred to 
in The Record , and expressed in the “Officers’ 
Guide.” That precious statement is now being 
spread broadcast over the country with unpre¬ 
cedented official energy. It has been promised that 
an alteration will be made in future editions. I 
have been informed that the present edition is so 
large that a second is highly improbable. 

Such a public statement would not be made 
affecting the medical profession, or if made would 
be speedily corrected, because that profession has 
members of parliament, powerful organisations and 
a unity of purpose that we do not possess. 

This is only one small matter, but it is a sufficient 
example of our need for political influence, and for 
strong unity of purpose and organisation such as 
Mr. Harvey suggests. 

The mental attitude of the man in the street 
towards the veterinary profession is a very long 
way from anything like “disdain,” however. 

My belief is that if he could be made to think 
about it at all, he would say be is rather fond of 
animals, especially horses and dogs, and he would 
think a man who gave up his time to them in illness 
must be rather a good sort of chap. I think the 
man in the street has a vague impression that a 
veterinary surgeon has certain inborn and mysteri¬ 
ous powers, and sympathies with animals which 
cannot be acquired by the ordinary man. I have 
actually been told this many times, and some¬ 
times hy highly educated people. I mention that 
as a rather prevailing impression which is very far 
from “ disdain ” or contemptuous feeling. IIow- 
ever much exaggeration there may be in that state¬ 
ment, there is no doubt that some of us are able to 
establish a ready understanding with animals, with¬ 
out knowing how it is done exactly, and to that 
extent there is no doubt a great deal in Mr. Squair’s 
opinion that veterinary surgeons are born, not made. 

When, however, one reviews the general ignor¬ 
ance that exists about all matters connected with 
the veterinary profession, and the official and other 
absurdities so often repeated, one can understand to 
some extent Watchman’s point of view, even while 
disagreeing with it. 

I believe he mistakes the psychological point of 
the matter, and that what he calls “ disdain ” is 
merely ignorance, and the natural disinclination of 
the public to think at all; while underlying it all 
there must always be a certain respect for and 
appreciation of our work, the basic principal of 
which is, after all, humanity. 

Henry C. Wilkie, f.r.c.v.s. 
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THE CENTRAL VETERINARY SOCIETY. 
[National V.M.A.— Southern Branch]. 


A general meeting was held at 10 Red Lion Square, 
W.C., on Thursday, June 5th, at 7 o’clock. In the 
absence of Prof. G. H. Wooldridge (President), the chair 
was taken by Mr. J. B. Buxton. 

The following Fellows signed the attendance book 
Messrs. H. C. P. King, Herbert King, W. R. Davis, 
W. Perryman, H. D. Jones, R. C. Irving, J. W. 
McIntosh, Henry Gray. J. Willett, A. E. Willett. 
P. W. D. Smith, W. A. Thompson, Prof. J. Macqueen, 
and Hugh A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. Visitors : Capt. 
J. B. Leitch, a.a.v.c., Capt. G. O. R. Grey, r.a.v.c., and 
Mr. J. Byrne. 

The minutes of the last two meetings of the Society 
were taken as read, and were confirmed and signed. 

Corresjwndence The Hon. Sec. announced that 
letters had been received from Prof. Wooldridge and 
General Blenkinsop regretting their inability to attend 
the meeting. Letters bad also been received from Mr. 
Foreman and Mrs. Woodger in acknowledgement of the 
Society’s letters of sympathy with them In connection 
with the deaths of their relatives. Mr. A. Leese had 
written to the Society stating that he had been abroad 
for a number of years and had now settled at Stamford, 
Lines., and that as he would be unable to attend the 
Central meetings, he requested the Society to accept his 
resignation. 

The following letter had been received from Mr. 
Leslie Scott, K.c., m.p. 

“Sir,—I regret very much that at the last moment 
I find it impossible for me to have the pleasure of 
attending the meeting this evening, and discussing 
with your members the points enumerated in my recent 
letter. I attach the very greatest importance to the 
considered opinion of the members of your Society on 
the various points, and it is the hope of Lord Ribbles- 
dale and myself that your Society may find it possible 
to pass resolutions on some, at least, of the points 
enumerated, with a view to legislative action where the 
existing law is inadequate,” 

The Secretary also read a letter from Mr. James R. 
Hayhurst of the Metropolitan Cattle Market requesting 
that a representative or representatives should be sent 
to the Conference of Veterinary Inspectors at the Con¬ 
gress of Royal Sanitary Institute at Newcastle on 
August 1st and 2nd. 

The Secretary was directed to reply to Mr. A. S. Leese, 
accepting his resignation with regret. 

Professor Wooldridge was nominated by the meeting 
as the representative of the Society to attend the Con¬ 
gress of The Royal Sanitary Institute. 

Letter from Mr. Leslie Scott , K.C., M.P. 

Mr. J. Byrne (Mr. Leslie Scott’s Secretary) attended 
the meeting and gave a short resumd of the position 
with regard to other Societies with whom he had com¬ 
municated, which he asked the meeting to treat as confi¬ 
dential for the time being. Mr. Byrne left the meeting 
shortly before 8 o’clock. 

Licensing of Drivers. 


Mr. Irving said he would like to ask how the licensing 
of drivers could be accomplished. Was it proposed to 
license every person whe drives a horse agricultural 
labourers and so forth 1 Was it to be similar to a dog 
license, which was of course granted to everyone who 

Jones asked by whom the licensing would be 
done. Would it be by the police 1 It would be no use 
mnUng licenses unless some test was going to be 

Applied to c 


the carmen, to see that he was capable. 


Another point which required consideration, in his 
opinion was : Who would bear the expense of the license 
—the driver or the employer ? 

Mr. McIntosh said there was no doubt that the sub¬ 
ject was one of importance and required careful consider¬ 
ation. He was afraid that the licensing of drivers was a 
subject upon which the Fellows of the Society could 
express no very definite opinion. There were great diffi¬ 
culties in the way of any such proposal. He might 
claim to know as much as most people on the subject of 
drivers, and he did not think it was likely to benefit the 
object they had in view. In the first place, the mere 
granting of a license was no proof of the capability of 
the individual to drive or take care of a horse. If the 
choice of drivers were limited to licensed meD, the 
selection would be narrowed considerably, and he was 
afraid serious transport difficulties might arise. It was 
to the interest of owners of horses to choose a man who 
would treat their horses properly. His own personal 
view was that the licensing of drivers would be more 
detrimental than otherwise from the humanitarian point 
of view. At the same time he thought it was a matter 
which might be usefully discussed by a combined con¬ 
ference of the various interests concerned. 

Prof. Macqueen thought it a doubtful question 
whether the Society, as a veterinary society, was com¬ 
petent to offer any suggestions as to the advisability of 
licensing drivers or not. It was largely * question for 
the owner of a horse ; and while outsiders and lookers- 
on might make suggestion, it would require important 
and careful legislation before the suggestion was gener¬ 
ally adopted. 

The Chairman suggested that it might be possible to 
pass a short resolution with regard to each point, so as 
to put the general feeling of the meeting on record. 

Mr. Jones said he would hesitate to support any far- 
reaching resolution regarding the licensing of drivers. 
The Society might perhaps go so far as to recommend 
that boys below a certain age should not be allowed to 
drive. 

Mr. Irving remarked that there was a law in existence 
at present that a boy under fourteen was not to drive a 
horse. 

Mr. McIntosh said be certainly thought that they 
could not, as a Society, commit themselves to any form 
of resolution on this subject. It was a matter, as Prof. 
Macqueen had said, which affected horse owners more 
particularly. He would suggest it be left an open 
question. 

Mr. Perryman said he would be disinclined to support 
any definite resolution, but the opinion might be ex¬ 
pressed that drivers should be capable and competent 
men. He did not think the Society should let it be 
thought that they were out of sympathy with that idea. 

After further discussion: 

Prof. Macqueen moved that the opinion of the Society 
regarding point (a) was that this question should be re¬ 
ferred to the owners of horses. 

Mr. McIntosh formally seconded, and the motion 
was carried. 

Sales of old or worn-out horses. 

Mr. Jones said the question of old and worn-out 
horses was a very difficult subject. At what age could 
a horse be condemned as old 1 Could it be said that a 
horse was old at twelve years, but not old at 1U 1 In 
some instances, of course, horses were sold for work 
when they ought to be destroyed. On the other hand 
there were many instances of old horses being sold and 
getting into fresh homes and working well for many 
years. The same difficulty applied to so-called worn out 
horses. Many horses, especially young animals, were 
condemned for town work, sent into the country to 
work on the land, and often they improved so much 
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that they got back to town work at a larger figure than 
that at which they were sold originally. He was, how¬ 
ever, in agreement that there were animals sold (juite 
often on which there could be no difference of opinion— 
they were past work and ought to be destroyed. 

Mr. McIntosh thought the law was sufficiently wide 
already ; if the administration was defective, that was 
no fault of the statutory provision. A definite age 
could not be fixed; some horses, like some men, were 
worn out at a comparatively young age, while others 
were fit and capable at an advanced age. He agreed 
that some horses were sold which were obviously unfit 
for work, and this ought to be stopped, but the pro¬ 
visions of the present Act ware sufficient to deal with 
such cases. 

Mr. Irving said a good many old and worn-out 
horses were sold at present for slaughter, which was 
quite proper. It would not be wise to interfere with 
that. 

Prof. Macqueen asked what exactly was required of 
the Society ? 

The Chairman said he understood that the Society 
was asked to express its opinion as regards the present 
sales of old ana worn-out horses ; was there need for 
further regulation, or was there sufficient legislative 
protection at present if the law was properly adminis¬ 
tered. 

Mr. Willett said that with regard to the present law, 
when a case came before the magistrate he did not think 
the matter should be left to one opinion. A horse 
might be worn-out jn m o tern ., but after a period of rest in 
the country he might be fit for work later on. A com¬ 
mittee of experts ought to decide on cases of that kind, 
and not a single individual. 

Mr. Irving said it was obvious that a horse might be 
fit for one class of work, but not for another. 

Mr. H. Gray agreed with Mr. Willett that if a horse 
was to be condemned it should not be left to the whims 
of one man. 

Prof. Maoqueen suggested that the meeting should 
say that the present law is sufficient Agreed. 

Making the employer penally responsiblefoi' ofences 

of drivers , carmen , etc., at least in cases of over- 

loading , or overworking. 

Mr. McIntosh said that the first question that arose 
was. Who is the employer ? Is it the owner of the horse 
or the employer of the horse’s labour 1 In many cases, 
probably the majority, horses were let out on hire, and 
while maximum weights and distances were stipulated 
by the owners, it was a difficult matter to control. The 
carman was responsible to see that his horse was reason¬ 
ably loaded. His opinion was that the law was suffici¬ 
ently wide at present to deal with the matter. The 
owner of the horse should certainly not be made respon¬ 
sible for an act over which he had no immediate control. 

Mr. Willett: The onus of proof should not be on 
the owner of the horse; it should be on the prosecution. 

Mr. McIntosh said that the onus was not on the 
prosecution at present. 

Mr. Willett said he understood the case was ad¬ 
journed as a rule, and the foreman summoned, and so on. 

Mr. McIntosh said that at the present time the man 
was locked up, and he had to prove his innocence. 

Mr. Jones said it was impossible for the owner of a 
thousand horseB to go round his stud every morning to 
see if any horBehada sore back ; that was a ridiculous 
suggestion. 

Mr. Irving said he understood the law at present 
was that the foreman who saw the horse out was 
responsible. 

Prof. Macqueen said the main point appeared to be 
overloading, and the question was whether the contrac¬ 
tor should oe liable or whether the hirer should be liable. 


Mr. Irving said at present the owner could only be 
prosecuted for negligence or wilful damage—not for 
overloading. 

Mr. Willett said that another question which arose 
was as to weather conditions. A horse might be draw¬ 
ing a perfectly reasonable load on a fine day. but, if a 
shower occurred and rendered the road slippery, and 
the horse in slipping about became nervous and refused 
to pull, a prosecution for overloading might follow. 

Mr. Jones said the question of cruelty seemed to come 
in also. The words ot the question were “at least” in 
cases of overloading or overworking. 

Mr. Davis was of the opinion that before the Society 
supported any proposal for making the owner of the 
horse responsible for cruelty, they ought to see that 
proper justice was always done in the magistrates’ court 
At the present time where one veterinary surgeon alone 
attended the court and gave his evidence, in a great 
many instances the evidence was not unbiassed. The 
evidence was given not for the purpose of preventing 
cruelty, but for the purpose of getting the conviction. 
The same veterinary surgeon was employed every time 
in the same police court. Everyone in the room was 
familiar with the injustice which owners suffered. 

Mr. Willett: Hear, hear. 

Mr. Thompson said that before he consented to any 
proposition he would like to know what constituted 
overloading. It was very difficult to say when a horse 
was overloaded and when he was not. It depended not 
only on the weight of the horse, but on the individual 
mettle of the horse, his muscular development, and 
whether his heart was in his work. The proper load for 
a horse could only be determined by knowing the 
individual horse thoroughly, and the conditions pre¬ 
vailing. 

Prof. Macqueen said that he could not agree with 
the principle involved in Mr. Thompson’s remarks. 
Because a horse was willing to draw a load which was 
too heavy for him was no reason why all horses should 
have to do the same thing. 

Mr. Thompson : That was my contention. 

Prof. Macqueen : I think there is a good deal of over¬ 
loading in London ; but I do not know that there is any 
way of fixing a standard. 

Mr. Jones said they were all in agreement that horses 
should not be overloaded. He thought a mileage basis 
per week was the most satisfactory basis for preventing 
overworking. Horses ought not to have such a load^that 
they could not draw it if the road was a little slippery. 

Mr. Perryman agreed with Prof. Macqueen that 
there was a great deal of overloading in the streets of 
London at present, and he thought the Society ought to 
discountenance the practice. Hirers of vans had a bad 
habit of giving tips to the drivers to take an extra load. 
He thought the Society should make a suggestion that 
the person employing the horse—not necessarily the 
owner—should be made penally responsible for over¬ 
loading. 

Mr. McIntosh said that the words of Mr. Scott’s 
letter dealt with making the employer responsible; that 
did not mean the owner. 

Mr. Perryman said that the practice of the court was 
to make the owner responsible. He had never heard 
of a case where a man hiring the animal had been 
brought to book ; it was always the unfortunate owner. 

Mr. Willett suggested that the words “ immediate 
employer” might cover the point. 

Mr. Perryman agreed that that would qualify it 

Mr. Willett said that that would make the hirer 
responsible. 

Prof. Macqueen agreed. 

The Chairman said that the meeting was asked to 
formulate definite proposals as to what action, adminis¬ 
trative or legislative, should be taken. He failed to see 
how the meeting could formulate definite proposals. 
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Mr. Prrrymact thought some suggestion might be 
made about horses being trotted withheavy loads. 

Mr. H.Guay said another point was the long distances 
animals had to go, and the long hours they worked. 

Mr. McIntosh said all were in sympathy with the 
humanitarian aspect of over-loading and over-working, 
but he did not think it would be wise to commit the 
Society to what was a reasonable load or a reasonable 
distance, as many things had to be considered such as 
the nature of the district and the condition of the roads. 
He would decline to agree to any recommendation unless 
it was added that the Society was not satisfied with the 
competency of the present system of administration. 
Unless there was to be some alteration in the admin¬ 
istrative methods, then he, as a member of the Society, 
would oppose strongly any additional power being given 
the authorities. That was important from the point of 
view of the animal, the owner, the general public, and 
in the interests of fairplay and justice. 

Capt. Grey asked permission to say a word on the 
matter. As experts in the care of animals he thought 
veterinary surgeons should be able to formulate some 
theory of when a horse was overloaded ; and he would 
suggest as a standard that a horse was overloaded when 
he could not draw his load on level ground with a 
reasonable amount of effort. 

Prof. Macqueen said that he thought the Society 
should say what weight a horse should carry, what 
distance it should travel in a given time, or the speed at 
which it should travel. He agreed with Mr. McIntosh 
that if any legislation went forward, the control should 
be above suspicion—that it should be competent fair 
and just. But preferable to any control would be fixing 
the weight per horse. 

Mr. Irving : You cannot do it. 

Prof. Macqueen said that given the weight of ahorse 
it was possible to fix within very narrow limits what 
weight of load he could draw comfortably. He thought 
that was quite a practicable proposition. 

Mr. Irving said that when he was at the Board of 
Trade that question had been considered very carefully 
in relation to the forage ration ; and it was very difficult 
to arrive at an average. 

The Secretary remarked that he found it difficult to 
agree with Prof. Macqueen ; a winter load and a summer 
load would have to be fixed, also the district you were 
in. Then again, with the summer load a horse might 
get on quite well if the weather was dry, but if wet he 
could not draw the same load properly. He thought 
the question of loading bristled with difficulties. 

Mr. McIntosh said that a horse might be capable of 
taking a two-ton load from a certain point for a short 
distance, that was not to be compared with a load of a 
similar weight taken from, say, South London to Hamp¬ 
stead. What was obviously a wrong load in the one 
case was perfectly reasonable in the other. It was there¬ 
fore impossible to fix any definite weight. He pro¬ 
posed that the Society should say that it viewed the 
clause with sympathy, and add to that a desire that the 
competency of the control be put in keeping with the 
importance of that trust. 

Mr. W. R Davis seconded Mr. McIntosh’s proposal. 

Prof. Macqueen proposed as an amendment that the 
Society viewed the clause with sympathy, and would 
suggest for settlement at a conference of those concerned 
the fixing of a maximum weight and mileage and hours. 

Mr. H. Gray seconded. 

Prof. Macqueen’s amendment was put to the meet¬ 
ing and carried, Mr. McIntosh expressing his dissent. 

Forage. 

The Chairman asked whether anyone desired to 
express definite views as to what action, administrative 
or legislative, should be taken with regard to forage. 


Mr. Irving said he did not think the matter need be 
discussed. Rationing now was an obsolete matter. 

The Chairman asked if it was the opinion of the 
meeting that forage should not be discussed. (Agreed). 

Condition of Roads. 

Mr. Perryman suggested that the Society should say 
it deplored the condition of the London roads, and 
suggest particularly that the approaches to the bridges 
should be sanded in order to help the animals. (Agreed). 

Severe punishment for Cruelty. 

After a short discussion, it was decided to recommend 
that the existing law is sufficient. 

Mr. Davis : Does that commit us to approval of the 
proceedings in many of the magistrates’ courts! 

The Chairman : No, it does not touch that. 

Export Trade. 

Mr. Irving said at the present time there was no 
export trade except for pedigree stock. 

The Secretary suggested that the Society should 
say that as there was no exportation of horses from 
England at present except pedigree stock, they had no 
recommendation to make. (Agreed). 

Mr. McIntosh said that before the meeting passed 
from the subject of Mr. Leslie Scott’s letter he would 
like to make a proposal, that the Society add, in express¬ 
ing its views with regard to the various points, that it 
again urges the attention of the powers that be to the 
importance of altering their administrative methods. 
He thought that was a matter which ought to go forward 
from the Society—that some improvements ought to be 
made in the present method of administering the Cruelty 
to Animals Act. It was not fair or just in a large num¬ 
ber of cases and something ought to be done to see that 
those who were entrusted with giving an opinion were 
reliable. He was referring not only to inspectors other 
than veterinary surgeons ; he was referring also to vet¬ 
erinary surgeons who give evidence at police courts. He 
thought that most of them were fair, but there was a 
large number of them who were not, and the attention 
of tne authorities ought to be drawn to them. If the 
meeting could urge that point, he certainly thought they 
would be doing something in the right direction, some¬ 
thing which would help materially in creating a better 
spirit between the horse owners and the profession and 
tne general public, and less of that conflict of evidence 
which to-day is disgraceful. 

Mr. Willett said he had much pleasure in support¬ 
ing Mr. McIntosh’s proposal. 

Prof. Macqueen said he was in sympathy with Mr. 
McIntosh, but in specifying what the faults of the 
present administration were, was Mr. McIntosh prepared 
to find fault with brother-practitioners 1 

Mr. McIntosh : Yes, I am. 

Prof. Macqueen asked how it would be possible to 
satisfy any independant body that these men were not 
exercising their legitimate rights and expressing their 
true opinions as professional men 1 

Mr. Willett said that the Society might suggest that 
it should be compulsory for the magistrate, when there 
was a conflict of evidence, to call on a third party. 

Mr. McIntosh said that he had had reason to take 
exception to the evidence given, and he had stated in 
court that the evidence given by the veterinary surgeon 
for the police was absolutely wrong, and untruthful, and 
be suggested that the magistrate should adjourn the 
case and call in an expert with a view to deciding the 
point, and if he (Mr. McIntosh) was found in error he 
was prepared to pay the costs. That was surely a reason¬ 
able request, but the magistrate would not do it. He 
had known a veterinary surgeon swear to the existence 
of sores that had never been there, and his explanation 
afterwards was that the carman had been nasty to the 
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policeman. There ought to be some remedy. Such men 
ought to be brought before the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

Prof. Macqueen said he quite agreed with all Mr. 
McIntosh had said. He thought, however, that it should 
be remembered that when the matter was gone into 
previously, when it came to obtaining evidence to go 
before the Chief of Police, a single owner of a horse 
could not be induced to come forward and substantiate 
the case of the complaining veterinary surgeon ; and 
therefore the whole agitation fizzled out through want 
of stability on the part of the evidence. The owners 
said they would not be bothered, when it came to the 
final point of going before the Commissioner of Police 
or a magistrate appointed to enquire into the question. 

Mr. H. Gray said that magistrates already had a 
power to call in an umpire. 

Mr. Willett agreed that they had the power; but it 
should be made compulsory. 

Mr. H. Gray said that the magistrates generally relied 
on their own ability to decide Between the two veter¬ 
inary surgeons. 

Prof. Macqueen said there was no doubt that the 
regularly employed veterinary surgeon, the so-called 
court veterinary surgeon, had a certain influence before 
a magistrate. 

Mr. McIntosh asked whether it would not be possible 
to get some legislation passed to make it compulsory on 
the magistrate to call in an umpire in the event of a 
conflict of evidence. 

Mr. H. Gray thought that might be suggested to Mr. 
Leslie Scott. 

Mr. McIntosh suggested that it could do no harm to 
express their opinion as an addendum. 

After further discussion, it was decided that an adden¬ 
dum in the sense suggested by Mr. McIntosh should be 
added to the communication to Mr. Leslie Scott. 

Election and Nomination of Fellow. 

Major P. J. Simpson, of Maidenhead was unanimously 
elected a Fellow of the Society. 

Mr. J. Bell, of Catford, was proposed for membership 
by Mr. H. D. Jones, seconded by Mr. Perryman. 

Lt.-Col. H. S. Mosley, d.s.o., r.a.v.c., The War Office, 
Victoria Street, S.W., proposed by Maj. T. G. Hobday, 
c.m.g., seconded by Prof. Wooldridge, f.-r.c.v.s. 

The Chairman announced that they would come up 
for election at the next meeting. 

Morbid Specimens. 

Strangulation of the ileum by Meckel's diverticulum. 

Mr. H. Gray said he had brought a few specimens 
which might be of interest to members. The first was 
an appendage of the ileum termed Meckel’s diverticu¬ 
lum. It took its origin from the ileum, and had a pedicle 
of six to eight inches in length which had attached to its 
extremity a tumour-like formation of the size of a large 
tangerine orange, the upper surface of which was cover¬ 
ed with a layer of fatty lobules. The upper extremity 
of the pedicle was funnel shaped from which a probe 
could be passed through the lumen of the pedicle until 
it reached the centre of the globular tumour-like en¬ 
largement. It came from a brown gelding, six years of 
age, about 14 hands high. The horse was taken ill on 
the Tuesday morning, when it showed slight symptoms 
of colic. He gave it the physic ball, and it remained all 
right the rest of that day. Next day it fed, drank and 
lay down as usual. On the third day the pains increased 
more frequently, and towards the evening symptoms of 
obstruction set in. He examined the animal per rectum, 
and found only a handful of dung in the bowel. Next 
day (Saturday) the animal began to show signs of ap¬ 
proaching dissolution, and it died at eight o’clock in the 
evening. There were no evacuations from the bowel 


although the animal urinated from time to time. When 
he examined the abdominal cavity per rectum, great 
pain was caused when he felt towards the left Kidney. 
The abdomen was not distended in the least and 
borborygmi could be distinctly heard on listening to 
the abdomen. On Sunday when he made the post¬ 
mortem he found the diverticulum twisted around the 
small intestine. 

Mr. Gray produced also a figure illustrating the 
strangulation by knotting of the diverticulum; and 
another showing the umbilical vesicle or yoke sac in the 
equine embryo. He had seen several of those cases in 
his time, and in most instances the pain had not been 
very acute until towards the end. Sometimes when he 
had been making post mortems, the lump at the end of 
the cord-like duct had been found free in the abdominal 
cavity. (Applause). 

Mr. Gray also produced three pathological specimens 
from fowls. The first was from a hen which was sent 
to him to make a post mortem. It would be seen that 
the caeca had several enlargements in their walls, and 
near the cloaca there was a tumour, the size of a tanger¬ 
ine orange. He did not think it was a case of coccidiosis. 
Another specimen was from a turkey poult about two 
weeks old, with coccidiosis. Members would observe 
the enlargement of the caeca which was characteristic 
of that disease, not only in turkeys but also in chickens. 
The enlargement was partly due to the thickened walls 
and partly to distension of these by the fibrinous, cheesy 
contents in their lumen. It was the cause of very great 
mortality in poults and chickens of a few weeks old: 
in fact, it was the bane of the poultry rearer, and 
occasioned immense loss as well as great disappoint¬ 
ment. 

Capt. Grey said he thought the vitelline sac and duct 
had been demonstrated to occur in the embryos of all 
animals, including birds and fishes, but as a rule it 
disappeared in the larger mammalia about the fourth or 
fifth month of gestation. In some cases, however, it 
remained, forming Meckel's diverticulum which, at least 
in human beings caused quite a lot of trouble ; in them 
its frequency was about two per cent. It occurred in 
various ways, as in Mr. Gray’s specimen, where the 
diverticulum became twisted round the gut; or the 
diverticulum might occur extending from the small 
intestine, that is, the ileum, to the navel, and in some 
cases there was quite a fistula there, so that the ingesta 
passed out through the navel by means of the vestigial 
vitelline duct or diverticulum. It was really the 
remains of the vitelline sac and its duct, and it might be 
seen very well in the young chick before and within a 
few days after birth. He had a very good specimen 
recently, which he had hoped to bring with him, but un¬ 
fortunately the vitelline sac got disconnected from the 
body of the chicken in the solution. He wished to ask 
Mr. Gray whether he thought, from the cases he had 
seen, that it was possible to tell if the trouble due to a 
diverticulum could be diagnosed ; and if he thought it 
feasible that an operation could be done to break down 
the diverticulum from the intestine ; because personally 
he (Captain Grey) thought the old statement—that any 
interference in the abdomen of the horse leads to 
practically certain death—was more or less of a myth. 
He thought that was shown in the case of castration of 
cryptorchids. In that case there was often considerable 
interference with the peritoneum, and in the majority 
of cases the horses did not die. 

When he was stationed in Egypt, by the encourage¬ 
ment of a human surgeon, he did a few cases of aseptic 
castration, and the success of the operations far sur¬ 
passed his expectations. The scrotum was completely 
closed, but in one case the scrotum exuded the serum 
for about half-an-hour, yet in two or three days 
healing was complete, and the animals were capable 
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^•wtkxng. That had rather led him to doabt that 

was JJay great difficulty in operating on the 
women of the horse. He would think that if 
. erticula occurred as frequently in horses as they did 
iu human beings it would be worth while to see if a 
sequence of symptoms could be found which would en¬ 
able veterinary surgeons to make a definite diagnosis 
early enough to operate. He would like Mr. Gray to say 
whether he thought surgical interference might hie 
success!ul, and how he would propose to operate ? 

With regard to coccidia in fowls, he believed that was 
a vexed question, but he would like to say that he 
thought certain authorities held that there were various 
forms of coccidia affecting various sorts of birds—that 
is, pigeon, geese, fowls, and turkeys bad each their own 
form of coccidium. He would like to know if Mr. Gray 
agreed with that ? 

With regard to the tumour found in the hen, he would 
like to know whether Mr. Gray thought the tumour was 
caused through excessive formation of eggs, or whether 
it was due to the lack of the formation of eggs. They 
had been taught that tumours do occur in animals and 
in people through over-stimulation of a part. They say 
in India that natives get abdominal tumours from 
carrying a hot vessel on the abdomen ; and they say in 
cattle that one gets malignant tumour of the horns 
through using the head ropes, or ropes around the 
horns. He would like to know whetner the tumour 
shown by Mr. Gray was caused through over-stimula¬ 
tion, or through a lack of stimulation. 

Prof. Macqueen asked how Mr. Gray arrived at the 
opinion that the specimen was what is called Meekers 
diverticulum, and whether he had made an examination 
of the growth at the end of the cord ? 

Mr. Gray in reply said that if Prof. Macqueen looked 
at the upper part of that tumour-like body he would 
find it was funnel-shaped, which had communicated 
with the lumen of the ihum, and if he were to make a 
section of it he would find that it had the same struc¬ 
ture as the intestine itself. He might say he had seen 
the tumour-like enlargement much bigger than that—as 
large as one’s hand and almost as flat. This one had a 
fleshy part, covered on top with fat. He had no doubt 
about it being a Meckel’s diverticulum which were not 
so rare as one might he led to believe. 

With regard to Capt. Grey’s remark about the 
abdominal fistula, it was possible that in the majority 
of cases of snch a fistula in young animals it was nothing I 
more than non-absorption of the umbilical vesicle with 
an open duct. As to operating, he thought there would 
be no difficulty in operating with snccess, provided one 
could diagnose correctly in the first instance, and 
secondly, operate before dissolution had set in. 

Capt. Grey had asked a question about the various 
species of coccidia described in the bird. He (Mr. Gray) 
toought that had been settled by Dr. Fantham and tne 
Grouse Disease Commissioners — that all so-called 
species were one and the same. As to the prevention of 
that disease, game preservers and turkey rearers did take 
precautions to prevent it by scattering their pens over a 
wide area on clean land, and shifting them every day, 
and taking care that the birds did not get into the water 
trough and soil the water, and by feeding them out of 
narrow troughs. 

With regard to the ovarian tumour, he did not think 
it was due to over-stimulation. The ovarium in that 
particular fowl was in abeyance, the ovi-sacs were 
opaque and appeared like small pearls. The cause of 
death was haemorrhage resulting from bursting of one of 
the dilated veins connected with the tumour on the one 
hand and with the ovarium on the other. He thought 
that the majority of tumours in the human subject, and 
also in animals, occurred late in life, after the active 
period of breeding ; m at least, so far as animals were 
concerned that was his experience. 


On the motion of Mr. McIntosh, seconded by Mr. 
Willett, a vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. Gray for 
his specimens. 

The meeting terminated at 9.45 o’clock. 

Hugh A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 


THE VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
OF IRELAND. 

[National V.M.A.— Irish Branch.] 

The Annual meeting was held at Gresham Hotel, 
Dublin, on 30th January. 

The chair was taken by Professor J. J. O’Connor. 
m.r.c.v.8. Also present Messrs Watson, Doyle, 
Wilkinson, Magee, F. Daly, Norris, W. W. Malone, 
Loughran, Delany, Capt Reavy, Profs. Craig, Browne, 
and Kehoe. 

Chairman: We were not able to circulate the 
minutes along with the notice commencing this meeting 
owing to some- members not having returned their 
revised remarks, and I think somebody should propose 
that they be held over until the next meeting. 

Mr. A. Watson : I beg to propose the minutes be kept 
over until the next meeting. (This was seconded by 
Prof. J, F. Craig and passed unanimously. 

Letter read from Capt. Winter enclosing copy of 
Resolution passed by the Central V.M.A. of Ireland, 
with reference to resolutions proposed by Mr. Watson, 
“ That we cordially support both the resolutions.” 

Report op Council. 

A meeting of Council was held on 13th January in 
the Royal Veterinary College. The minutes of the 
previous meeting were read, confirmed and signed. 

A letter was received from Mr. Watson relative to the 
Committee appointed to enquire into the Milk Supply 
of Dublin. 

The following resolutions were proposed by Mr. 
Watson, seconded by Prof. Craig, and directions given 
that they be placed on the Agenda of the Annual Meet¬ 
ing for discussion :— 

“ We urge upon the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons and the National Veterinary Asso¬ 
ciation, that in regard to any proposed legislation 
relative to a Ministry of Health, the utmost vigilance be 
observed to ensure the establishment of a Veterinary 
Intelligence Section in connection therewith.” 

“ That the Profession cause action to be taken to have 
Veterinary Officers attached to each Rural District 
Council, to advise on matters relating to diseases com¬ 
municable from animals to man, in somewhat analogous 
terms to the Medical Officer of Health.” 

A letter was received from Mr. McGuiness relative 
to the grievances of the Veterinary Staff, and enclosing 
a statement of their position in comparison with that 
occupied by the members of the profession in England. 

It was decided to hold the Annual General Meeting 
in the Gresham Hotel, on Thursday, 30th January at 
7.30 p.m. and to postpone the dinner for this year. 

No nominations having been received for Council, the 
following were nominated for election in addition to 
those retiring as per rule 18, and eligible for re-election. 

President : Mr. L. M. Magee. 

Vice-Presidents : Mr. Wilkinson ; Mr. R. H. Lambert. 

Members of Council : Mr. J. Doyle, Mr. J. J. 
Cosgrove and Prof. T. G. Browne. 

Directions were given to engage a reporter for the 
meeting. 

Agreed that discussion of report re Balance Sheet be 
postponed until it is printed and circulated. 

Election of Officers proceeded with. 

Mr. Watson, in proposing the two resolutions mentioned 
above, said:—For some time past a discussion has been 
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carried on in England, Ireland, and Scotland relative to 
the dirty condition of milk sold to the public for con¬ 
sumption. Now, the subject has been handled by medical 
men, chemists, and laymen, but 1 have looked in vain for 
the veterinarian. Taking “ clean milk ” to be milk from 
healthy cows and that is free from dirt and contains only 
a small number of bacteria none of which are disease 
producing, I submit that the veterinarian, from his 
knowledge of the udder in health and disease and his 
professional intimacy with the sanitary requirements of 
the cow byre, can be the recognised authority on this 
subject. You search the libraries of the colleges and you 
will fail to find any work dealing with this matter from 
the pen of a veterinary surgeon. Mr. Mayall has done 
some work translating that fine treatise from the Germ in 
of Mr. Ernst of Munich, but there is no original work by 
any British or Irish Veterinary Surgeon. As a profession 
we have proved our worth to the State through the 
Veterinary Branch of the Board of Agriculture in Eng¬ 
land and the Department of Agriculture here. We have 
also deserved well from the State from the results of the 
work of the Army Veterinary Corps. We must go further, 
and take our stand on this milk question. Magnificent 
work has been done by many Veterinary Inspectors 
to Borough Councils in England and Scotland, and a 
couple in Ireland. Tuberculosis in the ox and particularly 
as it affects milk has been handled in a masterly manner 
by Trotter of Glasgow, Brittlebank of Manchester, 
Lloyd of Sheffield, and Malcolm of Birmingham, to 
mention a few. But the aspect set out in my definition 
has been overlooked. In my opinion this calls for more 
specialization at our hands. It will make the man in the 
street remember that the safety of his health and that 
of his children largely depends on the Veterinarian, and 
we must have the man in the street with us. The Local 
Government Board is really without a Veterinarian on 
their staff. During the next Parliament a Bill will be in¬ 
troduced establishing a Ministry of Health. It is impera¬ 
tive that a Veterinary Intelligence Department should be 
established in connection with it if it is to be complete 
and effective. In some respects the Veterinary Profession 
should make the Scotchman’s prayer “The Lord give us 
a good conceit of ourselves, ” a portion of their daily 
prayer. In this connection we should also agitate for the 
establishment of a Veterinary Service under Rural 
District and Borough Councils throughout the entire 
kingdom. There is much to be learned in the daily 
papers just now of the effect of combination as shewn 
in the labour movement. The Council of our profession, 
which dispenses justice and guards our interests, must 
be made to more fully realise what are our inalienable 
rights, and to insist upon their speedy realisation. We 
have been too much under the control of Medical men. 
We have medical men as examiners, lecturers, and on 
the Boards of our Colleges. In some instances they 
meet us as equals, but generally it is a condescending 
patronage they affect towards us. It has been said that 
when a medical man is a failure as a practitioner and if 
he has influence, he is found to be good enough for a 
Medical Inspector to the Local Government Board. 

I should like to arouse the Veterinary Profession from 
its lethargy, and the time for effectively striking a blow 
for our just rights was never more ripe than now. In 
Edinburgh the Veterinary Department of Public Health 
is separate from the Medical part, also in Glasgow and 
Manchester, and if a representation were made by this 
Association to Sir Charles Cameron I think he would 
fall in with the idea. Form a deputation now. 

Prof. Craig: I beg to second the resolutions. We 
have proved our usefulness not only to the cattle owner 
but also in regard to Public Health. The question of a 
pure milk supply is of increasing importance, and the 
proper person to deal with diseases of animals trans- 
missable to man through the milk is the Veterinary 


Surgeon, who has made a life study of the diseases of 
the domesticated animals. The Veterinary Inspector 
should deal with the handling of the milk as well as the 
inspection of the cows and cowsheds. The time has 
come when the Veterinary Inspector should act inde¬ 
pendently, and report direct to the Public Health 
Committee instead of to the Medical Officer of Health. 

The various Veterinary Medical Associations should 
consider the best means of having this change effected. 

The Rural District Councils require to be impressed 
with the importance of appointing adequately paid 
veterinary inspectors to perform the veterinary duties 
in the district. 

Mr. Norris : I agree with Mr. Watson, that the vet¬ 
erinary inspectors should have control over the milk 
from the time it leaves the udder until it reaches the 
consumer, in addition to dealing with the inspection of 
the cows and byres. The matter has been inefficiently 
dealt with by a few cities, but in the rural districts it is 
neglected altogether or treated in a farcial manner. The 
separate Milk Bill which was introduced for England 
and Scotland before the war compelled local authorities 
to appoint whole-time veterinary surgeons, subject to 
the sanction of the Local Government Board and the 
Board of Agriculture. That Milk Bill did not apply 
to Ireland and in my opinion the most practical measure 
for Ireland would be one on the same lines as the Milk 
and Dairies’ Bill for Scotland. We should fight and 
get our proper place- We should send a deputation to 
Sir Charles Cameron, who is very sympathetic, and 
secure his influence. 

Capt. Reavy : The Tuberculosis Bill and the Dairy 
and Cowsheds Order are a complete farce in the country 
districts.' We should agree among ourselves not to take 
a position at a salary that would be inadequate for the 
work. Whole-time men should be appointed to have 
the work properly done. It behoves us now to tackle 
the matter and see that our interests are safe-guarded. 

Mr. Doyle : The Dairy and Cowsheds Order was a 
good one—if properly administered. I think a deputa¬ 
tion should go to the Local Government Board and that 
it is more important than that to Sir C. Cameron. 

Mr. Norris : The administrative work should be in 
the hands of the veterinarian. 

The Chairman : I am sure we are all indebted to 
Mr. Watson for having brought forward these resolu¬ 
tions. I think the trend of the remarks go to show that 
we are very backward with regard to our own interests. 
I think we do not intervene sufficiently in matters 
relating to public health, and do not bring ourselves 
enough before the public to assert our authority in 
veterinary affairs. The veterinary surgeon should take 
a leading part in all public matters'concerning animals. 
We should take an interest in public health conferences 
and congresses, provide papers for their meetings and 
join in the discussions thereat. We should demonstrate 
our fitness for the positions we claim we should occupy. 

The question of training men to fill these posts is an 
important one. Every veterinary surgeon should be 
thoroughly equipped in all subjects dealing with public 
health from the veterinary point of view. He should be 

ractically familiar with the inspection of cowsheds, 

airies, cattle markets and abattoirs, and if he does not 
get this practical training during his college career, 
he should receive it in a post-graduate course if he 
intends to become a veterinary inspector. 

I agree with Mr. Watson that tnere is a regrettable 
dearth of standard works on Veterinary Pathology and 
Meat and Dairy Inspection by British veterinarians. 
As to medical men acting as teachers and examiners in 
veterinary subjects it often struck me as being out of 
place and calculated to give the wrong impression that 
the medical man is equally competent as the veterin¬ 
arian, if not more so, to deal with veterinary matters. 
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^ think that the statement abont 
™««e8 should be corrected. The absence of treatises 
W 18 c no ^ an indication of fitness or unfitness of 

mwDabera ot the veterinary profession. One reason that 
books are not _ written is that it does not pay, and 
another reason is that the men who are best fitted are 
too busy with other matters to write them. 

The Chairman : I don’t maintain that veterinarians 
are incompetent to write books, but the fact that they 
seldom do ao, while medical men produce works even on 
veterinary subjects. The public mav wrongly conclude 
that the latter are more competent tn&n the former. 

Proposed by Mr. Wilkinson, seconded by Mr. Daly, 
and passed ;—That the following be appointed a deputa¬ 
tion to wait on Sir C. Cameron and report result to a 
special meeting of the Association. The President, 
Messrs. Wilkinson, Reavy, Howard, Holland, and Profs, 
Craig and O’Connor. 

The Chairman : Before vacating the chair for Mr. 
Magee, I must thank you for the support you have given 
me during my term of office. 

Mr. Watson : I beg to propose a vote of thanks to 
the retiring President, and to the Treasurer. If Prof. 
O’Connor should ever require a telegraphic address I 
would sugest “ Urbanity, Dublin.” Prof. Craig as usual 
took good care of the funds and made every effort to 
keep the balance on the right side. 

Profs. O'Connor and Craig having suitably replied, 
Mr. Magee (President) took the chair. 

The Chairman : Gentlemen, 1 thank you for the 
honour of electing me President. I would like to make 
the few remarks 1 have to make on assuming the office 
of President at the next meeting. I will ask you all to 
help me in the work, and naturally I will rely most on 
Prof. O’Connor, our late President. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 


Gillmor, D. A., Capt. ra.v.c. £110 

Green, J. R., Capt ila.v.c. 110 

Howe, J., Keswick 5 0 0 

Hughes, J., Welshpool 1 1 0 

MacKenzie, A., Capt. St. Andrews 110 
Rose, C., Major, late r.a.v.c. 110 

Previously acknowledged 875 1 10 


Jvly 1 . £885 6 10 


APPOINTMENT IN MALAY STATES. 

To the Editor of the Veterinary Record. 

Dear Sir,—I have sent the following letter to the 
Colonial Office. 

“ Sir,—I desire to draw your attention to the adver¬ 
tisement in The Veterinary Record for June 28th re a 
veterinary surgeon for the Malay States. 

On page 13 of the Report of the Departmental Com¬ 
mittee on the requirements of the Public Services with 
regard to officers possessing veterinary qualifications, it 
is recommended that the heads of each of the Colleges 
should be notified when such vacancies occur. This does 
not appear to have been done in this case. I would also 
draw your attention to that Report as a whole. 

Four advertisement refers to “ qualifications of the 
Roya] College of Veterinary Surgeons of London and 
Edinburgh.” There is only one veterinary qualification 
in Rritinn to which all belong namely “ Member of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons.” The Council of 
tbi body site in London. 


I desire also to inform you that the terms of this 
appointment are such that I, personally, shall not recom¬ 
mend anyone to accept, for the following reasons 
A pensionable salary of £360 rising by £15 to £540 is 
inadequate. The salary should be £450 rising by £40 
to at least £800. 

The free passage should be first-class by mail steamer. 
The duties are such that no time would be found for 
private practice.” 

Yours faithfully, 

Glasgow Vety. Coll: S. H. Gaiger, f.r.c.v.s. 

June 30. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Buckingham Palace, June 28. 
The King held an Investiture in the Quadrangle of 
the Palace at 11 o’clock. 

The following were severally introduced into the 
presence of His Majesty, when The King invested them 
with the Insignia of the respective Divisions of the 
Orders into which they have been admitted :— 

The Most Excellent Order of the British Empire. 
(Military Division). 

* * * * 

Capt. Adrian Howie, S.A.A.V.C. 

His Majesty then conferred decorations as follows :— 

The Military Cross. 

* * * * 

Capt. William Footner ; Capt. Edward Jelbart. 


Extracts from London Oautte 

War Office, Whitehall, June 19< 

Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Temp. Lt. T. B. Doll to be temp. Capt (June 5). 

June 20. 

Temp. Capt. J. P. Hamilton relinquishes his commn. on 
account of ill-health (Dec. 5,1916), and retains the 
rank of Capt. (Substituted for the notification in the 
Gazette of Dec. 4, 1916). 

June 23. 

Capt L. A. Auchterlonie relinquishes his commn. on 
account of ill-health (June 24), and is granted the rank 
of Maj. 

Temp. Qrmr. and Capt. G. F. Galloway relinquishes his 
commn. on acct of ill-health, and retains his rank 
(June 20). 

J une 26. 

Temp. Capt. D. T. O. Turnbull, d.s.o., relinquishes the 
actg.rank of Lt.-Col. on ceasing to hold the appt. of 
A.D.V.S. (April 22). 

June 27. 

Maj. W. W. R. Neale, o.b.e., to be actg. Lt.-Col. while 
holding the appt. of A D.V.S. (Jan. 21). 

The following Capts., t.f., relinquish the acting rank of 
Maj.J. Y. Bogue (April 26); P. R, A. Thrale 
(May 16). 

Temp. Lt. D. R. Chalmers to be temp. Capt. (April 25). 

Capt. P. D. Huston (S.R.) is placed on the ret. list on 
account of ill-health caused by wounds (June 28). 

June 30. 

To be actg. Majs. while holding the appt. of D.A.D.V.S. 
Capt. J. A. McMenamin, Spec. Res. (Dec. 22,1918); 
Temp. Capt. J. Mcllvenna (Jan. 22). 

Temp. Lt. H. H. Wolff to be temp. Capt. (May 26). 

Temp. Capt. F. J. McCall, M.c., Gen. List, to be actg. 
Lt.-Col. whilst holding the appt. of A.D.V.S., from 
Aug. 8, 1917, to July 2, 1918. 
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Territorial Force, Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

b June 19. 

Capt. (actg. Maj.) H. W. Southall relinquishes the actg. 
rank of Maj. on ceasing to be empld. (May 30). 

_ June 24. 

Capt. (actg.-Lt.-Col.) J. McArthur, from the R.A.V.C., to 
be Lt.-Col. (June 25). 

June 25. 

The announcement regarding Capt. J. M. Magill 
which appeared in the London Gazette of June 14 is 
cancelled. 

June 26. 

Capt. (actg. Maj.) P. S. Morgan relinquishes actg. rank 
of Maj. on ceasing to be empld. (May 31). 

Capt. J. M. Magill resigns his commn. and retains rank 
of Capt. (June 27). 

„ June 27. 

Capt. D. H. Rylands (t.f.) is rcstd. to the estbt. of the 
R.A.V.C. (t.f.) (March 26). 


Conference of Veterinary Inspectors. 

President: James Malcolm, f.r.c.v.s. 

For the information of your readers who may desire 
to attend the Conference of Veterinary Inspectors at 
the forthcoming Congress of the Royal Sanitary Insti¬ 
tute at Newcastle, I beg to state that As a result of 
other papers having been added to the list already 
announced, it has been decided that the meetings of the 
Veterinary Section will be held on Thursday, July 31st, 
and Friday, August 1st. 

The programme of papers and discussions is as 
follows :— 

Paper on “ Rabies,” by Sir Stewart Stockman, to be 
opened by Prof. Gaiger, of Glasgow. 

Paper on “Veterinary Science” (probably “The 
position of Veterinary Science in this Country in rela¬ 
tion to Public Health and Agriculture,”) by Dr. 
J. Share-Jones, Liverpool University. 

Paper on “The Utilisation of condemned meat and 
other foodstuffs with waste products of slaughtering in 
the manufacture of poultry, pig, and dog foods ” by 
J. S. Lloyd, f.r.c.v.s., d.v.s.m., and J. A. Priestly, of 
Sheffield. 


Paper on “Equine Parasitic Mange,” by Arthur 
Gofton, f.r.c.v.s., Edinburgh. 

A discussion on “ The relation of County and 
Municipal Veterinary Inspectors to the control of con¬ 
tagious diseases of animals, and on the fuller develop¬ 
ment of a wholesale meat and milk supply,” to be 
opened by Hugh Begg, f.r.c.v.s., County and District 
Veterinary Inspector, Hamilton, Lanark, N.B. 

James R. Hayiiurst, Recording Secretary. 


Control of Tuberculosis in U.S.A. 

For the past year there has been in operation in the 
United States a plan that promises to play an important 
part in the control and eventual eradication of tuber¬ 
culosis from the cattle of that country. Although it is 
now known that this disease in cattle and hogs causes 
an annual loss of approximately forty million dollars, 
the campaign of the Federal Government against it is 
of comparatively recent origin. 

The plan which was adopted in 1917, involves the 
accrediting of every herd that successfully passes two 
annual or three semi-annual tuberculin tests applied by 
authorised inspectors. In other words, it is establishing 
a roll for herds and owners, based on proof of freedom 
from the disease. 

The first list of accredited herds, numbering 204, has 
been published by the Department of Agriculture. 


Pigs and Swine fever. 

The following note, if not an unqualified testimonial, 
is good evidence of a success by the Veterinary depart¬ 
ment, B. of A. It occurs in Live Stoek Journal , in 
anticipation of “ The Royal ” show, comparing with 
previous visits to Cardiff :— 

“Pig entries this time easily wipe out the totals of 
1901 and 1872, put together. In 1901 both breeders and 
the Board of Agriculture were in the throes of a grim 
struggle with very prevalent swine fever. Science has 
prevailed since 1901, and the outcome is a capital entry. 
The Large Black has excelled itself with 121 contestants, 
the Large and Middle White totals are 75 and 40 
respectively. The Old Spots pig of Gloucester has 
realised 62 entrants, the third highest of the pig 
section.” 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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a) Confirmed. ( 6 ) Reported by Local Authorities t Counties affected, animals attacked :— 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, July 1 , 1919 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 

Note. —The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. • As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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The Council Meeting. 

The first Council meeting since tbe signing of 
peace was able to show an attendance recalling 
those of pre-war days. Such a muster has long 
been unusual, but it is to be hoped that it will be so 
no longer. 

The business commenced with the election of 
President. Mr. McKinna is one of the most widely 
and deservedly popular of practitioners; and all 
will welcome him as President after a lengthy 
record of bard and conscientious work upon the 
Council. And all will join in appreciating the work 
of the great President whose long and invaluable 
term of office has just ended. We can never repay 
Mr. Garnett for what he has done for us during the 
past five years. As Sir John M‘Fadyean truly said 
“ There never was a President of this College who 
has devoted himself to it so whole-heartedly and 
with so much labour as Mr. Garnett has done.” 
Those words, coming from a man who possesses 
special inside knowledge and never speaks lightly, 
should be remembered. 

The reported discussion upon the election of 
Vice-Presidents makes strange reading. The office 
of Vice-President is open to every Councilman at 
the choice of the Council, who ought to make the 
selection unbiassed by any “ unwritten laws” con¬ 
cerning the actual past or probable future occupants 
of the Presidential chair. That ought to be clear 
to everybody, but unfortunately it does not seem to 
be. The existence of such “ unwritten laws ” in 
the imaginations of some members seemed almost 
likely last week to deprive the Council of its elective 
rights. Only a fortnight ago we described our 
political constitution as having so far been too good 
for us, and added that members generally had never 
learned how to use it. We regret to see our diota 
so speedily confirmed by the utterances of some 
Councilmen. 

Other items of interest must be reserved for future 
notice. That of the most immediate importance, 
is the need, as yet insufficiently grasped, that every 
member who can influence an M.P. should en¬ 
deavour to do so in favour our Bill when it oomes 
before Parliament. Two others are finance and 
professional conduct. Some decidedly vague pro¬ 
posals for increasing the financial stability of the 
College were discussed without any decision being 
reached; and notice has been given of proposed 
alterations of bye-laws introducing new regulations 
upon professional conduct. Both subjects are open 
for discussion by the profession before the Council 
meets again and one at least would be all the better 
for it. 
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INTESTINAL COCCIDIOSIS OF CATTLE. 

On the 24th inst (June 1919) Mr. H. Dolan, 
m.r.c.v.s. of Mohill, Co. Leitrim, brought to me for 
examination a sample of faeces of a two-year-old 
hsifer which was under his treatment. The faeces 
were black, fluid, stinking, mixed with fluid blood 
and contained a number of blood clots varying in 
size from a pea to one’s fist. 

Films were made from the sample and examined, 
unstained, under the microscope. They contained 
enormous numbers of oocysts. These oocysts were 
particularly numerous in films made from the blood 
clots. Over 100 could be counted in one field under 
the low power of the microscope. Although colour¬ 
less they were easily recognisable by the tough, 
smooth, refractile envelope which formed a double 
contour. Round forms were the most numerous, 
but ovoid varieties were not uncommon. These 
oocysts varied considerably in size. The largest 
forms were egg-shaped and were as much as 32 \i 
long, and 24 /x broad. The contents were granular, 
retracted from the ends and formed a rounded mass 
in the centre. In this mass, near the centre or 
towards the margin, was a dear round area, the 
nucleus. The number of these large forms was 
small. The large proportion of the oocysts were 
circular, or nearly ciroular, in outline and varied in 
size from 16 to 18 /x long by 14 to 16 /x broad. 

In some the granular contents filled the whole 
interior, while in many they were slightly retracted 
from the walls and formed a granular, rounded 
mass towards the centre on one end, and in the 
granular mass a clear round area was distinctly 
visible. The smallest forms were oval, occasionally 
circular in outline, and their dimensions were 12 to 
14 /x in .length by 12 fi broad. Their capsule was 
much thinner than in the larger forms and they 
were completely filled with granular contents. In 
a few of the smaller ovoid oocysts there was a slight 
dimple or depression at one extremity of the oapsule, 
and this I also noted in one specimen which was 
still enclosed in an epithelial cell. The dimple 
appeared at the end of the oocyst close to the free 
broad border of the cell. In films stained with 
Giemsa the oocysts remained unstained and their 
formation was not evident, red blood corpuscles 
were extremely numerous, and some leucocytes and 
a few desquamated epithelial cells were noted here 
and there in the field. 

A second sample of faeces mixed from a two-year 
old heifer in another part of this district. Films 
from this sample presented large numbers of oooysts 
similar to those in the previous case. 

This is the first occasion on which I have had the 
opportunity of demonstrating the presence of intes- 
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tinal coccidiosis in cattle in Ireland, and the disease 
has not, up to the present, been reported as occurr¬ 
ing in this country. I am putting the cases on 
record in order to induce practitioners to investigate 
suspicious cases whioh may come under their 
notice. The following interesting history and in¬ 
formation supplied by Mr. Dolan suggests that the 
disease is not at all uncommon :— 

History and Symptoms. 

The heifer which discharged the first sample of 
faeces examined had been grazing for about one 
month on land about five miles from Mohill, Co. 
Leitrim. It was in good condition and was first 
noticed ill on the 16th inst. It was then affected 
with profuse diarrhoea, the fluid faeces being mixed 
with liquid blood and blood clots, and passed with 
much straining. The temperature was at that time 
102° F. and the pulse 50. The animal still fed and 
ruminated but there was considerable thirst. The 
skin became very hot and steam rose from the 
surface of the body occasionally during the day, 
while in the intervals the extremities and the body 
were very cold. Soon the animal became very dull, 
frequently ground the teeth, after two days ceased 
to feed and ruminate, but would greedily eat foreign 
bodies, dirt, and sand, and drink dirty or cold water. 
It lost condition very rapidly, in a day or two 
almost to the extent of emaciation. The heifer was 
still alive on the 24th June but the dysentery 
persisted. 

This was one of five animals of a similar age 
grazing on the same field under similar conditions 
and showing similar symptoms. The water supply 
is good and clean, and derived from a running 
stream which passed through the land. The grass 
is plentiful. Part of the land is low lying, part of 
it high and rocky and of limestone formation. It is 
divided into two fields which end in a bog. Before 
Mr. Dolan was called in to see the animals one had 
died under the owner’s treatment. Of the remain¬ 
ing four, one was better, feeding and ruminating 
and its fasces had become normal. The other three 
were still dull and drowsy, did not ruminate, would 
drink water and pick a little hay, but in one case 
all other nourishment had to be given in the form 
of drenches. 

The land on which these cattle were grazing was 
particularly good grazing, and was kept free of 
cattle until the month of May, when the animals 
were put into the field for a month or two to 
improve their condition. On this land oases of this 
nature or with similar symptoms had been noticed 
in 1915 and 1917, while in the intervening years the 
cattle grazing on the land remained apparently 
healthy. On other parts of the farm no such cases 
were ever met with. 

The heifer from which the second sample was 
obtained was grazing on upland pasture, had good 
water to drink, and in its general appearance was 
in the best of health. Its temperature was normal, 
the pulse 68 , but the increased frequency in this 
case may have been due to a little excitement. The 
fasces were normal in consistence i.e. there was no 


diarrhoea as yet. During the act of defaecation 
blood was first passed, then faeces and afterwards 
fluid blood and blood clots, and the animal con¬ 
tinued to strain slightly for a short time. The 
owner of this beast Btated that he never had the 
disease among his cattle, previous to this occasion. 

In the same neighbourhood within a radius of 
four miles similar symptoms were not uncommonly 
observed in cattle. The affection appeared in out¬ 
breaks, several animals being affected in the same 
district and on the same class of land as in the first 
case. It was most commonly seen in the summer 
and autumn, and was met with chiefly in young 
cattle in good condition, from 1 to 2 J years old ; 
exceptionally in milch cows. 

The symptoms shown by most of the animals 
were similar to those noted in the first outbreak 
described. In some cases however, as in the one 
from which the second sample was obtained, the 
fasces were normal but were mixed with fluid blood 
and blood clots, and these cases were amongst the 
most difficult to treat. 

As to the course, in acute cases death occurred 
in about nine days, exceptionally in a fortnight. 
The caseB which recovered ceased to pass blood in 
about five or six days, but their condition remained 
poor for a time and the faeces were stinking and 
ellowish in colour. If they did not cease to pass 
lood in about five or six days they usually died. 
Before death they were emaciated, unable to rise, 
their eyes became sunken, their muzzle cold and 
clammy, the temperature subnormal and death 
occurred in convulsions. 

Treatment. 

The treatment adopted consisted in taking the 
affected animals off the pasture and housing them. 
They were kept warm, and dry, tied up and 
bedded with peat moss to prevent them eating their 
bedding. They were then fasted for some hours 
and given a dose of castor oil (12 ounces for 2 
year old) which was repeated in a day or so if the 
blood continued to be discharged. The food offered 
included flour gruel, new milk and eggs, and very 
little hay, Where the animal would not take the 
food voluntarily, the gruel and milk were admin¬ 
istered by drenching. When the faeces were be¬ 
coming normal, half flour and half oaten or maize 
gruel was given. Medicinal treatment included the 
use of astringents and intestinal antiseptics, Chloro- 
dyne and Carbolic acid, together with copper sul¬ 
phate, catechu, oreta prepar, twice or three times a 
day. With these agents a fair measure of success 
was obtained. 

This history suggests, as I have already stated, 
that intestinal cocoidiosis is not rare in one district 
in Ireland, but the extent and prevalence of the 
disease can only be ascertained after an extensive 
examination of the fasces of cattle in suspicious 
oases, and this note is intended to stimulate further 
enquiry. 

J. F. Craig, m.a., m.r.c.v.s. 

R.V. Coll, of Ireland, 

Dublin, June 30th. 
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*Ro\>al College of 
IPetertnarp Surgeons. 


A meeting of the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, followed by a quarterly meeting, 
was held on Friday, July 4th, at 2p.m., at 10 Red Lion 
Square, London. Mr. Frank W. Garnett, o.b.e., in the 
chair. 

The following members signed the attendance book : 
Major J. Abson, d.s.o., Mr. H. Sumner, Major-Gen. 
L. J. Blenkinsop, d.s.o., Mr. G. A. Banham, Lt.-Col. 
J. W. Brittlebank, c.M.o., Lt.-Col. A. W. MasoD, t.d., 
Messrs. P. J. Howard, S. H. Slocock, W. J. Mulvey, j.p., 
J. H. Carter, T.S. Price, J. McKinna. J.McI. McCall, 
P. Wilson, Sir J. M‘Fadyean, Messrs. R. C. Trigger, j.p., 
W. Packman, J. Clarkson. Sir S. Stockman, Prof.S.H. 
Gaiger, Messrs. Alexander Lawson, j.p.. A. Gofton, 
Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, Messrs. S. Wharam, G. P. 
Male, Mr. Geo. Thatcher (Solicitor), and Mr. Fred 
Bullock (Secretary). 

The minutes of the previous meeting of Council were 
taken as read and confirmed. 

Apologies for absence were announced from Major- 
Gen. Thomson and Mr. Coleman 

Election of President. 

The President : The first business on the Agenda is 
the election of President, and I have very great pleasure 
indeed in proposing a name which I think will be unan¬ 
imously accepted, and that is Mr. J. McKinna. (Cheers). 
I have known Mr. McKinna for many years, and I feel 
sure that he will uphold the traditions of the Presi¬ 
dential office if you elect him. No more worthy man 
than Mr. McKinna could occupy the chair. 

Mr. A. Lawson : I have very much pleasure in second¬ 
ing that. I have known Mr. McKinna pretty well as 
many years as Mr. Garnett, and probably I know' more 
of tne work that he has done for the profession than 
anyone. He has been President of the Lancashire 
Association, and also of the Yorkshire Association, and 
he is associated with all the Benevolent and Defence 
Societies. In fact, altogether he has done a great deal 
of work for the profession, and I have great pleasure in 
seconding the proposition which has been made by the 
President. 

Mr. J. H. Carter : I have great pleasure in support¬ 
ing it. 

Major J. Abson : I, too, should like to be allowed to 
support the resolution on the ground that I have known 
Mr. McKinna longer than tne previous speakers by 
quite a number of years, and I have only known him to 
respect him. (Hear, hear). I am sure if he is elected 
he will uphold the dignity of the Chair in a manner 
which I am confident will tend to the raising of the 
profession. 

There being no other nomination the resolution was 
put to the meeting and carried with acclamation. 

Mr. McKinna then took the chair amidst cheers. 

The President : Mr. Garnett, and my other friends, 
J appreciate to the full your very great kindness in elect¬ 
ing me to this high office. I appreciate it all the more 
because Mr. Garnett paid me a very great compliment 
to-day in asking me to take his seat as I know how diffi¬ 
cult it is, but it will be my great endeavour to keep the 
traditions of this office and to see that you do not regret 
at the end of the term that you have elected me. (Hear, 
hear). I rejoice, too, that this is Peace year. No doubt 
now that Peace is signed our profession look forward to 
a time of true re-construction in the profession—certain¬ 
ly we need it. We firot need funds. Our worthy 
treasurer is ever reminding us of the need of funds to 
carry on the work, and I nope that one of the things 


that will be done, even in my year of office, is that the 
long looked-for Bill may become law. I need only say 
>how deeply I appreciate this honour, and appreciate it 
even more than any Civic honour that may be offered to 
me. It is a great honour to be a President of this 
Council and be able to assist my own profession and to 
attain the high ideal which has ever been my hope. 

I think it will be very fitting if a vote of thanks is 
passed to our retiring President. (Hear, hear.) If any¬ 
one particularly desires it I will give way, but I should 
like to propose that vote from the Chair, if I may. I 
need not reiterate his qualities and his long service. 
(Hear, hear.) He has given his services to this College 
in season and out of season. (Cheers.) I will not 
mention the miles he has travelled. I am sure he has 
given himself unstintingly, and we all appreciate and 
rejoice that some degree of distinction was conferred 
upon him by the King for the great services he has 
rendered during the period of the war. I have the very 
greatest pleasure in proposing this resolution, feeling 
that it will be very acceptable by the Council. (Cheers.) 

Mr. W. J. Mulvey : I have the very greatest pleasure 
in seconding that proposition. Mr. Garnett’s work for 
the profession has been beyond all praise. For five 
years he has occupied the position of President, and very 
few people know the immense amount of work that that 
has entailed. It is difficult for anyone to follow him, 
and I say that with all respect to you, Sir. Mr. Garnett 
has devoted much time, and has never spared himself in 
any way. For weeks he has stayed in London in order 
to carry on the work of this Council and to do what he 
could to enhance the profession in the view of those in 
authority, and he has done it—and done it well. 
(Cheers.) 

Sir J. M‘Fadyean : I should like to say a word in 
support of this resolution. I agree, Sir, with what you 
and Mr. Mulvey have said with regard to the great 
services Mr. Garnett has rendered to this Council and 
the profession as a whole. I go so far as to say that 
there never was a President of this College who has 
devoted himself to it so whole-heartedly and with so 
much labour as Mr. Garnett has done. (Cheers.) It 
would be a serious thing to contemplate if we had to 
suppose that we should lose his valuable services on 
this Council in the future. It is perhaps too much to 
expect that he should continue to devote himself with 
quite the same energy to our work as he has in the past, 
but on behalf of the Council I venture to express the 
hope that he will slacken his interests in the affairs of 
the profession as little as possible. (Cheers.) 

The motion was carried with acclamation. 

Mr. F. W. Garnett : I do not know how to express 
my appreciation of the vote you have just carried in 
my favour. I may tell you that the work has been one 
of love and interest, both personally and professionally, 
and I can assure you that anything that may have been 
done by me, or through me, during the past five years 
could only have been carried out by having, as I have 
had—and what I know you will extend to my successor— 
the whole united and individual support of every 
member of this Council. (Hear, hear.) I feel that there 
is no special recommendatiou for myself, and any con¬ 
gratulations which may be given to me should be ex¬ 
tended to the Council as a whole. After all, I was only 
your servant. The President is the servant of the 
Council, and is simply carrying out the instructions be 
receives from the Council. I thank you very much 
indeed, and I only regret in leaving the chair that the 
past five years have been five years of war. Believe me 
when I say that 1 would sooner have had one year in 
the presidenti&l chair in times of peace than five years 
in times of war. I have missed during those years 
what I think is one of the greatest pleasures of the 
Presidential office, and that is the visiting of our various 
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Associations throughout the country. I thank you very 
much. (Cheers). 

Election of Vice-Presidents. 

The President : I thought by the Charter it was 
understood that the gentleman going out of the Chair 
is the Senior Vice-President, but I am advised that it is 
not. However, we will recognise it as a custom, and I 
should like to move that Mr. Garnett be our senior 
Vice-President. (Hear, hear). 

Mr. W. J. Mulvry : I will second that. (The motion 
was carried unanimously). 

Mr. W. J. Mulvey : I beg to suggest Dr. Bradley as 
the other Vice-President. 

Sir J. M'Fadyban : I have pleasure in seconding that. 

Mr. J. Clarkson : I beg to support it. 

Mr. H. Sumner : Was it not our intention to nominate 
as the second Vice-President a gentleman who had 
claims to the Chair ? 

The President : I understood so. 

Mr. H. Sumner : With that object in view, with all 
due respect to Dr. Bradley—nobody thinks more of Dr. 
Bradley than I do myself—I have pleasure in nominating 
Dr. McCall. 

Mr. W. Packman : On those grounds—that it was an 
understanding—I have very much pleasure in seconding 
the nomination of Dr. McCall. 

The President : It is quite open to the Council to 
make a nomination. 

Dr. Bradley : I should like to withdraw in that case. 

Sir J. M‘Fadyean : May we hear from Mr. Sumner 
the reason ? 

Mr. H. Sumner : I do not think there was any 
particular reason, but there was a suggestion, and, if 
you like a sort of unwritten law, and I think in the ais- 
cussion the conclusion was come to on a recent occasion 
when we were reducing the number of Vice-Presidents. 
It was the feeling of the Council, I think, that it was 
desirable the retiring President should be the senior 
Vice-President, and the gentleman who had ambitions, 
or who was probably the next President, should have 
the honour of being the other Vice-President. I had the 
honour of serving as Vice-President when there were 
many of them. I do not think there was any law about 
it, but I thought it was the common consent of the 
Council. 

Sir J. M'Fadyean : As everyone understands, it is 
very invidious to have any discussion with regard to this 
point and give one’s reason for and against supporting 
anyone for the office of Vice-President, but I for one 
would not allow to pass without protest the suggestion 
that there is any such law as Mr. Sumner has said. 

Mr. H. Sumner : I do not say there is. 

Sir J. M 4 Fadyean : Written or unwritten : one has 
only to consider how absurd it is to suggest that a 
meeting held last year should either formally or inform¬ 
ally have decided who is to be our President next year 
to see the absurdity of it Some of us, of course, may 
not be alive to vote for a President next year. I think 
the Council should continue to be absolutely unhamper¬ 
ed in their choice of President or Vice-Presidents. 

Dr. J. McCall : I would like my name to be with¬ 
drawn at the present time. 

The President : We will accept as many nominations 
as the Council care to put forward, and then we can 
have a ballot. 

Mr. H. Sumner: I do not wish that this should be 
made a precedent, but if my memory with age is not 
altogether failing, what I said was that it was the 
feeling of the Council when it adjusted these positions. 
By no means does it follow that Dr. McCall, or anybody 
else, should, by the fact of being elected a Vice- 
President, have the right to occupy the Chair. I under¬ 
stood it was the desire of the Council to recognise the 


service which gentlemen on the Council had rendered 
and which service hitherto, I think the Council will 
agree, has been looked upon as some qualification for 
occupancy of the Presidential Chair—those who by long 
service justified the hope that they might have the 
honour of the highest position we can confer upon them. 
I feel strongly on this point, and, with Dr. McCall’s 
permission, I should like it to be put to the vote if 
necessary, at the same time disclaiming by the election 
of Dr. McCall under those conditions that we are 
committing ourselves in any shape or way to jeopardise 
or pre-judge the election of that gentleman to the 
Presidential Chair when Mr. McKinna vacates it. I do 
not suggest it is a law, but I do suggest that it was an 
understanding between members of the Council. 

Sir J. M'Fadyean : I object to its having been 
implied—and I think it was implied by Mr. Sumner— 
that Dr. Bradley has not claims as high as anyone else 
on this Council to be elected a Vice-President. 

Mr. H. Sumner : I acknowledge that. 

Sir. J. M 4 Fadyean : Besides that, the Council cannot 
bargain about this and agree to appoint somebody on 
the understanding that we are not committed to electing 
that gentleman President next year. I suggest that 
would be an absurdity. 

The President : I think the best way is to receive 
nominations in the usual way, and then put it to the 
ballot. 

Mr. H. Sumner : Clear of any obligation 1 

The President : Clear of any obligation. 

Mr. G. A. Banham : I think we ought to make up 
our minds that the Vice-Presidency is open to any 
members of this Council. 

Sir J. M'Fadyean : That is clear. 

Mr. G. A. Banham : At the same time I do not think 
that even if a gentleman is elected to the Vice Chair one 
year he is looked upon as to occupy the Chair the 
following year, or any other year. It simply shows that 
the Council has so much respect and confidence in that 
gentleman that at some future time, when we wish him 
to be elected, he should be elected. 1 do not think the 
two offices should be united in any way. It is a good 
thing that we should change our Vice-Presidents from 
time to time, and I certainly should support the pro¬ 
position that Dr. Bradley be nominated. 

The President : I think the ballot would settle that. 

Dr. J. McCall : I would prefer to have my name 
withdrawn. 

The President : Very well, so in that case the only 
candidate for the position is Dr. Bradley, and I will 
put it to the meeting that Mr. Garnett and Dr. Bradley 
be elected Vice-Presidents for the year. The motion 
was put to the meeting and carried unanimously. 

. election of treasurer. 

The President : I Bhould be glad from the Chair to 
propose the re-appointment of our Treasurer. One need 
not dilate upon his qualities for the office, for there is no 
one more diligent in bringing to the notice of the pro¬ 
fession generally the lack of funds, and to me his scru¬ 
tinising care always commends him to this particular 
office. I have therefore great pleasure in proposing the 
name of Mr. Mulvey as Treasurer. 

Mr. A. Lawson : As Chairman of the Finance Com¬ 
mittee may I be allowed to second that ? I have had a 
good deal of business arrangements with Mr. Mulvey 
with regard to finance, and have had a good deal of talk 
with him during the year, and I am sure you could not 
have a better Treasurer if you looked the world round. 
(Hear, hear). The resolution was carried unanimously. 

Mr. W. J. Mulvey : It is very good of you to re-elect 
me to thiB position, and I thank you very sincerely. 
The work is not altogether child’s play, and I am afraid 
I often inflict myself upon the Council until I become 
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almost a nuisance, but I do so with a rood intention, 
and that is, to try, if I can, to get this College on a sound 
financial basis. (Cheers). 

ELECTION OP SECBETARY AND REGISTRAR. 

The President : for the Secretary and Registrar may 
I again/ from the Chair, ask you to elect our present 
Secretary ] (Hear, hear). I feel sure the College knows 
the qualities of our Secretary, and how wen he has 
served us. (Hear, hear). I will not mention his many 
good qualities, but I know that coming into this chair 
I feel comfortable when I know that I have such an able 
man on my right. (Cheers). 

Mr. F. W. Garnett : 1 should like to second that, 
because 1 also know from past experience the value of 
Mr. Bullock’s services. I do want him to have at least 
a month’s rest. I feel sure, from my close work with 
him, that he has not fully recovered from the serious ill¬ 
ness he had before Christmas, and a month at the sea 
will do him more good and make him more fitted for his 
work even than he was before. (Hear, hear). 

The President : I have pleasure in putting the reso¬ 
lution to the meeting, and I will see that he is under 
proper charge. The motion was carried unanimously. 

Mr. F. Bullock : I thank you very much indeed, and 
I promise you that I will take the advice that has been 
tendered to me. 

QUARTERLY MEETING. 

The Quarterly Meeting followed immediately. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been 
circulated, were taken as read and confirmed. 

Obituary. The Secretary read the Obituary List. 

Correspondence. The Secretary : The only letter I 
have is one from the Secretary of the Royal Sanitary 
Institute asking the Council to appoint delegates to the 
Congress which is to be held at Newcastle on-Tyne from 
July 8th to August 2nd of this year. Sectional meet¬ 
ings of the Congress will be held, and a Conference of 
the Veterinary Inspectors forms part of the programme. 

The President : This is a very important matter, 1 
understand. Is it your wish that we should send any 
delegate to this Conference 1 

Sir J. M‘Fadyean : I suppose the first point to be 
settled is whether we desire to appoint a delegate. It 
involves a subscription, I understand, of one guinea, but 
that should not stand in our way ii we think it proper 
that the Council should have a representative there. 1 
understand that Mr. Gofton will probably attend the 
Congress, and he resides comparatively near by; we 
might elect him our delegate. 

Mr. J. H. Carter : I beg to propose that we appoint 
oar President one of our delegates to attend this meeting. 

Sir J. M 4 Fadyean : I desire to withdraw my sug¬ 
gestion if the President will accept. 

The President : I do hope to go, but I do not want 
my name put forward particularly. 

Sir J. M*Fadyean : I will withdraw my nomination 
and second Mr. Carter’s 

The President : Why should not more than one go 
to represent the College. They asked us to appoint 
delegates. 

Mr. R. C. Trigger : Except that there is the question 
of expense. 

Dr. Bradley : I do not think expenses stand in the 
way. 

Sir J. M‘Fadyean: I did not say anything about 
expenses. 

Dr. Bradley : I think we ought to send two. Mr. 
Gofton is going in a triple capacity, I think. There 
would not be three or four fees to pay. 

Mr. A. Gofton : The Corporation of Edinburgh has 
appointed me to appear at the Congress as their delegate, 
so that under any circumstances I shall be going, ana 
they will be paying the delegate’s fee for me. 


Colonel J. W. Brittlebank : I hesitate to raise a 

f int on this particular question under discussion, but 
have often wondered whether the profession have 
really considered that it is necessary to support this 
matter. I have had something to do with them in the 
past and have had a fairly close association with them. 
One year I was President of a section. But frankly, and 
with all charity, I have never yet been able to under¬ 
stand why we should be anxious as a Council—the 
matter of the local Associations is rather different—to 
take any particular part in the deliberations or lend 
our support to an institution which is based largely on 
mutual admiration. The veterinary profession have had 
to take a very back seat at this Institution for a good 
many years. Perhaps, because we happened to have a 
very decent room the year I was President, we had a 
fairly attended meeting. I do object, as a Member of 
this Council, to committing ourselves to the recognition 
of this particular Sanitary Institute, giving them our 
approval, as it practically amounts to, that they are in 
some way concerned with veterinary progress. I think 
they have done very little, if anything, for the progress 
of the profession, and I speak from fairly intimate 
knowledge. The Institute itself is largely a meeting to 
celebrate I do not know what, but at any rate, it consists 
largely of what I said, mutual admiration. There are 
Sanitary Inspectors, Medical Officers of Health, Sanitary 
Engineers, and various other people interested in 
municipal life, but the veterinary surgeon has been 
relegated to a very unimportant position in the proceed¬ 
ings in this Institution. I beg to move that this Council 
decline to send any representative to this Congress. 

The President : I nave been confounding the two— 
I have been thinking of the Royal Institute of Public 
Health. 

Colonel J. W. Brittlebank : That is a different 
Institution. 

The President : I am interested very much in the 
Royal Institute of Public Health, but I do not think X 
have been to one meeting of the Sanitary Institute. 

Sir J. M‘Fadyean : I am sorry to admit I was under 
the same impression myself, and in view of what Colonel 
Brittlebank nas said I desire to withdraw my previous 
motion and to second his proposition. I agree with all 
he said. 

The President : We will leave it as we previously 
did. Mr. Gofton will be there representing Edinburgh. 

The proposal that no delegate should be sent was 
carried unanimously. 

Right of Way. 

The Secretary : I have to report that on June 24th 
in accordance with annual custom, I passed through the 
door into Yorkshire Grey Yard in order to maintain the 
College right of way through the yard. 

Finance Committee. 

Mr. A. Lawson read the following report of a meeting 
of the Finance Committee, held at the College, 10 Red 
Lion Square, on Friday, 4th July. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been 
printed and circulated, were taken as read and confirmed. 

The Treasurer submitted his financial statement 
showing balance in hand of £125 lls. 6d., and liabilities 
amounting to £146 14s. 6d. 

It was resolved That the Treasurer’s statement be 
adopted, and that he be ordered to pay the liabilities 
shown, together with cheques for monthly salaries, petty 
cash, examiners’ fees and examination expenses, gas, 
electric light, etc. 

Bye laws. The bye-laws relating to finance were 
submitted and considered, and it was resolved That the 
bye-laws as amended be approved. 

Mr. W. J. Mulvey : I want to make a brief state¬ 
ment. You have all seen the balance sheet, and you 
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will realise that we are still not paying expenses. It 
shows a deficit on the quarter's work of £114, and we 
have bills to the amount of £274 to pay, and. in addition, 
we have liabilities for salaries, and other things, which 
will amount to some £200 more. If someone will be 
good enough to tell me how to pay some £400 with 
£114 I shall be very pleased. The only suggestion that 
occurs to me is that we should compound—and I am 
sure there are many gentlemen here, especially my 
friend on the right (Mr. Thatcher) who will be satisfied 
to take 10/- in the £, and that is all the money we have 
to pay it with. I want also to say that this Council has 
for many years past done all that was possible to do to 
economise. We have reduced our expenditure to the 
lowest possible, and we cannot go any lower. We have 
taken very little. Our whole source of income depends 
on students. A few years ago we received £1418 and 
now it is down to £900, a very big drop, and wc shall 
have to do something. To show how we have tried to 
meet things, and to show how things have increased, I 
will take the printing, which in 1914 came to £128, and 
this year it is £160. Rates and Taxes for a long period 
were £131; now they are £163. Those are only two 
small items. Now we come to the voluntary subscrip¬ 
tions. I am delighted to say that we have had 1100 
subscribers at one guinea each. (Hear, hear). I, and 
the Council, I am sure are very grateful to all those 
gentlemen who have been public spirited enough to 
subscribe ; but that will not do. We shall need double 
that number if we are to carry on. Look what we have 
to face! This building is in a dilapidated condition, 
and if we allow it to go on long it will be falling about 
our ears. It is fifteen years since the outside of the 
building was painted, and the inside has not been done 
up for a long while and will have to be done, and done 
at once. More money has to be found for that. What 
could we do if we had an income ? Look at the state of 
our Library. Our books are rolling all over the place. 

. We have not accommodation for them, and we need to 
spend money on that. The museum is a disgrace ; and 
should be kept locked up so that no one can see it. If 
we have to maintain this profession in the way it ought 
to be—so that we need not be ashamed of anyone 
coming to see our place, then I say we must have more 
money. We want to induce members to come forward, 
those who have not subscribed, because we must have 
more money, and I hope it will go forth to the profession 
that we reuuire money, and they must let us nave it. 

This is reace year, and I am going to throw out a 
suggestion which I hope will be taken up. You know 
that this building was put up by the voluntary sub¬ 
scriptions of the members Has not the time arrived 
when we ought to endow it? and is not this a good time 
to do so in recognition of the Peace that has just come 
to us ? (Hear, hear.) What better form could it take 
for the veterinary profession than to endow this College 
with a permanent endowment 1 I do not ask for it all 
at once, but I do suggest that this College has done so 
much work for the profession that the members should 
consider it. Especially has it done work for those who 
use motors, who have received over £6000 wholly and 
solely from the action of this Council in making repre¬ 
sentations to the authorities to get a rebate. If they 
were only to return that rebate as a starting point for 
this endowment do not you think it would be a very 
good thing? (Hear, hear.) I hope the suggestion will 
be taken up. There are a number of other things we 
could do if we had the money, but I think I will leave 
it at that. 

Mr. T. S. Price : I hope the suggestion will not be 
taken up with regard to the endowment. I think the 
time has come when we should have a new building 
altogether. I think the present building could be sola 
for £8000 or £10000, and if we could get a suitable site 


and build a bigger library, a bigger museum, and have 
a place worthy of the profession we should do so. I 
think it is well worth our considering whether that 
would be practicable. Perhaps the building would 
fetch even more than that. I will move that as a pro¬ 
position. 

The President : I think we had better adopt the 
report first and take that later. 

Mr. A. Lawson : If there is money at the end of it 
I am sure Mr. Mulvey will second it. 

Dr. Bradley : I move that the report be adopted. 

Mr. W. Packman seconded the motion which was 
carried unanimously. 

Mr. T. S. Price : I think if we can sell the building 
and get a suitable site we shall be able to have a better 
building altogether, more up to date. I have said £8000 
or £10000, but the chances are it will fetch even more 
than that. If we do not try we do not know. I move 
that we have a Committee to take the matter into con¬ 
sideration. 

Colonel J. W. Brittlebank : I have very much 
pleasure in seconding that. It is an excellent suggestion, 
and I think the Committee might extend its powers 
and take into consideration the quest ion of commemora¬ 
tion by this College of all those who have given their 
lives in the war. (Hear, hear). If it could be made part 
and parcel of any memorial it would be a good thing. 
If the Committee should arrive at any large scheme it 
should be on a very broad basis compatible with the 
dignity of this profession, and it would do a great deal 
for the profession at large. 

Sir J. MTadyean : I sympathise entirely with the 
aspirations expressed with regard to the necessity or 
desirability of providing immensely better accommoda¬ 
tion than we at the present time possess in this build¬ 
ing, but as far as I can gather the proposal at the 
moment is of a rather nebulous character. I am not 
quite sure what it is the Committee has to do. In order 
that it may be given the necessary precision I shall say 
that I understand it is to enquire whether this particu¬ 
lar building could be sold, and that we should acquire 
a site and build the necessary premises elsewhere, or 
buy a suitable building already in existence elsewhere. 
When Mr. Price was explaining how probable it was 
that this rotten old building would probably be sold for 
£10000 I was wondering where he was going to buy one 
that we might move into for practically nothing. I 
would also like to suggest that possibly the moment has 
not yet come when we should endeavour to collect 
money to build a building suitable to what we believe 
to be the dignity of the profession to which we belong. 
Previous speakers seem to have forgotten that we have 
a Bill before Parliament which, if passed, would to a 
large extent remove all our financial difficulties. If that 
Bill is passed then our finances will be so much better 
that we shall probably have far larger ambitions than 
we have at present moment with regard to the building. 
This is not because I should not myself consider it a 
privilege to help to subscribe to enable the College to 
tide over its difficulties, but because I think that should 
be the object of the Committee—to collect such a sum 
that will remove, at any rate temporarily, our financial 
anxieties. At the same time I do not object to appoint¬ 
ing the Committee to enquire what sum would necessaiy 
in order to find suitable piemises after disposing of this 
one, but that should be ascertained before any attempt 
is made to collect money. 

Mr. W. J. Mulvey : My suggestion had nothing 
whatever to do with this building. My suggestion was 
an endowment fund that should produce a certain 
amount annually. It is all very well to say that if this 
Bill is passed we should have plenty of funds—I do not 
think we shall. If this Bill is passed next week what 
will be the result ? Taking all those members who are 
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absent, some abroad, and others not liable to pay, we 
shall not get more than about £2000 in subscriptions, 
and what is £2000 going to be to carry on the work of 
the College as we ought to carry it on] My desire is 
tha*i we should have a fund that could be added to by 
members whenever they thought fit, so as to build up a 
good endowment fund which will be something to aid 
us in addition to wbat will come when the Bill is passed. 

Sir J. M*Fadyean : That is not Mr. Price’s resolution. 

Mr. W. J. M ulvey : No. The discussion has wandered 
off to a different line from what I suggested. 

Mr.T. S. Price : I think it it well worth a Committee 
to consider a scheme—to take it into consideration. 

The President : Will you put it in the form of a 
resolution 1 Do you mean that a Committee now be 
appointed to consider ways and means? 

Mr. T. S. Price : I merely throw it out as a suggestion 
for the Council to consider what is the best to be done, 
and whether they care about taking it up. 

Mr. F. W. Garnett : I feel sure that the intention of 
Mr. Mulvey in suggesting that we should have an 
endowment fund for this building was one simply to 
carry us over so that the fabric need not decay. We 
would want a fund bringing in, perhaps, £100 a year or 
as much as possible, so that in a year or two, if it were 
not wanted, it could be accumulating, but the whole of 
the interest would be devoted to keeping up the fabric 
which was subscribed for voluntarily by members of the 
profession, I do not know how many years ago. The. 
other question should not come up at the present time. 
I was thinking of proposing myself, when it came to 
other business, some resolution that we do appoint a 
Committee to take into consideration some memorial 
for those members of the profession who have fallen, 
and some memorial of this war, if it is thought desirable. 

The President : Will you ask the Finance Committee 
to deal with this? 

Col. J. W. Brittlebank : No, I think Mr. Garnett’s 
suggestion is the best one, that we should leave it and 
bring it up under other business, then we could delegate 
it to any particular Committee we wanted to. 

The President : I am sure what Mr. Mulvey has 
said will not fall on deaf ears in the profession. If or 1y 
those who have not subscribed were to do so we should 
have another £1000 or £1500 a year. There are about 
1100 to 1200 voting per year and it shows the apathy of 
our profession. 

Mr. T. S. Price : I agree with Mr. Garnett’s sugges¬ 
tion. 

Parliamentary and General Purposes Committee. 

Dr. Bradley read the report of a meeting held at the 
College, on Thursday, 3rd July. 

The minutes of the previous meeting having been 
printed and circulated, were taken aB read and confirmed. 

Ministry of Health Act and Scottish Board of Health 
Act. The Solicitor reported that these Acts had now 
received the Royal sanction, and that an order in 
Council had been laid on the table of the House for the 
establishment of Consultative Councils. The members 
of the Consultative Councils are to be nominated by the 
Minister and hold office for three years. They will 
receive no remuneration except for their expenses and 
loss of time. He had also received a letter from Dr. 
Addison stating that the claims of veterinary surgeons 
would receive consideration on the appointment of the 
Consultative Councils. 

It was resolved That the Secretary be instructed to 
to forward the following resolution to the Minister of 
Health. 

u That whereas, by their training and experience, 
veterinary surgeons are alone in a position to afford 
expert advice and assistance to the Minister of Health 
io matters relating to the hygiene and health of animals 
used for human food, the provision of milk from cows 


free from tuberculosis, the diseases of animals communi¬ 
cable to man, and other similar matters affecting or 
incidental to the health of the people, it is, in the 
opinion of this Council, essential in the public interests 
that provision be made for the appointment of a Member 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons on the 
Consultative Council for general health purposes, and 
on any other Consultative Council to be set up under 
Clause 4 of the Ministry of Health Act, which may have 
to deal with the matters above referred to.” 

That a similar resolution be forwarded to the Secretary 
for Scotland with reference to the Consultative Councils 
to be set up under Clause 5 of the Scottish Board of 
Health Act. 

Animals Anesthetics Bill. Attention was drawn 
to statements made at a recent meeting of the Council 
of the Royal Agricultural Society in which it was alleged 
that the Animals Anaesthetics Bill had been promoted 
by the Royal Veterinary College with the object not of 
preventing cruelty, but of preventing practice by un¬ 
qualified persons. 

It was resolved to recommend That the Secretary be 
instructed to write to the Secretary of the Royal Agri¬ 
cultural Society contradicting the statements referred 
to. That the President be empowered to take such 
other action as may be necessary to repudiate the 
allegations made. That the Secretary be instructed to 
prepare a paragraph for issue to the press to the same 
effect. 

The Secretary submitted a circular and statement in 
connection with the Animals (Anaesthetics) Bill issued 
by the Association of Unregistered Practitioners, Un¬ 
qualified Assistants and Animal Oastr&tors. It was 
resolved That no action be taken. 

Clean Milk Supply. A letter from the Local Govern¬ 
ment Board was received in reply to the letter forward¬ 
ed on the instructions of the Special Committee on the 
Clean Milk Supply. It was resolved That the letter be 
referred to the Special Committee for consideration and 
necessary action. 

Regulations for D. V.S.M. These regulations, sub¬ 
mitted as Bye-laws 105-111 were considered. It was 
resolved That the fee for re-examination be increased 
to three guineas, and that the words “ Sanitary Laws ” 
occurring in Regulations 3 and 4 be altered to “Sanitary 
Law.” That the regulations be brought into operation 
at once. 

It was resolved That the necessary repairs to premises 
as approved by the President and Treasurer be carried 
out. 

Dr. Bradley : I ought to emphasise that particular 
sentence—that they will receive no remuneration except 
for their expenses and loss of time, because it is con¬ 
ceivable there may be some misconception. It may be 
that members of the Consultative Councils will be paid 
members. I beg to move that the report be received. 

Mr. Mulvey : I second that. 

Sir Stewart Stockman : I should like to make one 
small suggestion with regard to the resolution. I think 
it would be better if we left out the word “ alone,” and 
simply substituted “ best qualified.” I have two reasons 
for suggesting that. One is, that “ alone ” is a little 
aggressive, although I do not mind that, but it is open 
to debate and allows them to reply to us, if they do not 
agree that veterinary surgeons are alone qualified. If we 
say they are the best qualified ” I think there iB no 
answer to it. I make that suggestion for the consider¬ 
ation of the Council. 

The President : I think it is very good. 

Dr. Bradley : I am quite willing to accept that 
suggestion, of course. We could say : “ are best quali¬ 
fied to afford expert advice and assistance to the 
Minister of Health,” and take out the words “ alone in 
a position.” I am quite willing to accept that. 
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Mr. Price : I should like to draw attention to the 
suggested repairs to the building, and I suggest that no 
repairs be done to the inside of the building but only 
the necessary repairs to the outside, as a matter of saving 
money. If you do the inside you will pay 50 per cent 
more than you will in another year. 

Mr. Clarkson : Is this matter quite in order now I 

The President : Quite. It is left in the Report: 
“That the necessary repairs to the premises as approved 
by the President and the Treasurer be carried out.” 

Mr. Price : I maintain that the repairs to the inside 
are quite unnecessary for the time being, and I suggest 
that only the necessaary repairs outside oe done within 
the next twelve months. By that we shall save pretty 
well £100. 

Dr. Bradley : I have only to emphasize the fact that 
the necessary repairs to premises are to be arranged by 
the President and Treasurer. 

Mr. Mulvey : I think we may assure you that no 
nnnecessary money will be spent. (Laughter). 

Col. Brittlebank : I think, as Chairman of tne Clean 
Milk Committee, it is my duty to ask you to support 
the resolution in which the Committee ask that this 
letter from the Local Government Board in reply to the 
letter we sent to them, be referred to us. I think it 
should be pointed out for the information of the pro¬ 
fession that this letter, particularly the second paragraph 
contains what I regard as a statement that should put 
us on our guard to protect ourselves to the very fullest 
extent against the assumption contained in the para¬ 
graph, in which it says : “ As regards the representation 
in the fourth paragraph of the letter I am to point out 
that the inspection of cowsheds and hygiene of cows 
generally are, from the point of view of milk considera¬ 
tion and storage, primarily sanitary matters, and the 
Board see no reason to restrict it to veterinary surgeons 
only as suggested.” I hope the profession will be in¬ 
formed of the attitude taken up, and that we shall take 
every possible step to protect what we claim as wholly 
and simply veterinary services. 

Mr. S. H. Gaiger : Is it not a little regrettable that 
such emphasis should have been laid on the fact that 
the appointments to these Consultative Councils are 
unpaid appointments ? A great deal of anxiety has been 
expressed here to get members of the profession on these 
Consultative Councils, and now it is suggested they 
should not be so anxious to get on because they are not 
paid appointments. 

The President : I do not think that is what is intend¬ 
ed to be conveyed. 

Mr. S. H. Gaiger : That is the impression I got. 

Dr. Bradley : That is not so. 

Sir J. M‘Fadyean : I should like to remove that mis¬ 
apprehension. I believe what inspired the Committee 
to ask that emphasis should be laid on this point was 
that there may be members of the profession who might 
not be able to give whole time service on Consultative 
Committees if they are not paid. That surely is very 
obvious, and I think it is quite right it should have been 
pointed out. It does not in the least follow that the 
Committee bad the idea that any member of the pro¬ 
fession was interested in the matter only because he 
thought he might get a paid appointment. 

Dr. Bradley : I move the adoption of the Report. 

Mr. Mulvey seconded the motion which was unani¬ 
mously carried. 

Registration Committee. 

The Secretary read the report of a meeting held on 
Friday, 3rd July, from which it appeared that 15 cases 
were considered by the Committee. 

In the case of C. R. Dodds (non-member), charged 
with using initial^ the Solicitor reported that a prosecu¬ 
tion had been instituted and a conviction obtained with 
a fine of £10 and one guinea costs. 


In the case of Champneys (non-member), charged 
with using title, the Solicitor reported a prosecution had 
been instituted and a conviction obtained with a fine 
of £2 and one guinea costs. 

In the case of S. Smith (non-member), signature as 
M.R.C.V.S., the Solicitor reported that a prosecution 
had been instituted in this case, and that although the 
charge had been proved, no conviction was recorded, 
but costs were allowed. 

The Secretary submitted undertakings received in 
five cases, which were accepted. 

Two cases were ordered to stand over, one in order to 
secure proper evidence ; in another case the Secretary 
was instructed to inform the complainant that it was 
a matter for a Civil Court; while in a further case it was 
resolved that there was no case. 

Corresjyondence. Correspondence was submitted and 
the Secretary was instructed as to the replies to be Bent. 

Restoration. A petition was received on behalf of 
Mr. W. J. Moran for the restoration of his name to the 
Register, it having been removed by order of Council in 
July, 1918. The petition was accompanied by satis¬ 
factory evidence as to good conduct, and it was resolved 
to recommend That the Registrar be instructed to 
restore the name of Mr. W. J. Moran to the Register of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 

Revision of Bye laws Bye-laws 32 to 48 and 56 as 
revised by the Bye-laws Committee were considered. 

It was resolved to recommend That Byelaw 53 be 
altered to read as follows :— 

Any of the following practices on the part of a veterin¬ 
ary surgeon is considered by the Council to amount to 
conduct disgraceful in a professional respect within the 
meaning of Section 6 of the Veterinary Surgeons 
Act, 1881 :— 

(1) Advertising or causing or permitting other persons 
to advertise for him, whether by paid advertisement or 
by editorial or other notice in the public press, or dis¬ 
tributing or causing to be distrbuted circulars, books, or 
cards relating to his professional attainments or abilities 
or charges, or in respect of medicines or appliances pre¬ 
pared or sold by him ; 

(2) Touting or canvassing for practice, whether by 
himself or by others : 

(3) Covering, or by nis presence countenancing advice 
assistance or co-operation, knowingly enabling an un¬ 
qualified person (whether described as an assistant or 
otherwise) to attend or treat any patient or otherwise to 
engage in veterinary practice. Nothing in this para¬ 
graph shall, however, prevent a qualified Veterinary 
Surgeon from employing a bona Jide student or articled 
pupil, provided that he is not employed in such a way 
as to lead the public to suppose he is qualified ; 

(4) Meeting an unqualified person in consultation ; 

(5) Giving testimonials in favour of proprietary or 
patent preparations, medicines or appliances. 

It must be understood that the above mentioned 
practices constituting professional misconduct are given 
as instances only, and that every complaint made against 
a veterinary surgeon will be dealt with on its merits. 

The Secretary also read the Report of the finding 
of the Committee in the case of Joseph Randolph 
Welsby, as reported at the meeting of the Council on 
the 10th April, at which the Committee found a convic¬ 
tion for bigamy proved. 

The President: I move from the Chair that the 
name of Joseph Randolph Welsby be removed from the 
Register of Veterinary Surgeons. Mr. Mulvey sec¬ 
onded the motion, which was carried. 

The Secretary : A petition was received yesterday 
on behalf of Mr. W. J. Moran for the restoration of hia 
name to the Register, it having been removed by Order 
of the Council in July, 1918. 
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The President : I move that the name of William 
James Moran be restored to the Register. Mr. Carter 
seconded the motion, which was carried. 

The President : I move that the report of the 
Registration Committee be received. Mr. Carter sec¬ 
onded the motion which was carried. 

Mr. Garnett proposed the adoption of the report, 
which was duly seconded and carried. 

The President : These bye-laws will come up for 
farther discussion next October. Meanwhile they will 
be hang np in the room. 

( To be concluded.) 

WESTERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
[National V.M.A.— Southern Branch.1 

The annual general meeting was held at the Royal 
Clarence Hotel, Exeter, on Friday, May 9 th, when the 
President, Mr. Wra. Roach of Exeter occupied the chair. 
Others present included Mr. P. G. Bond, Plymouth ; 
E. W. Bovett, Bridgwater :Wm. Down, Wivehscombe ; 
J. Dun 9 tan, Liskeard ; F. T. Harvey, St. Colurab : 
C. Masson, Torquay ; W. B. Nelder, Exeter; G. D. 
Lansley, Axminster ; Wm. Penhale, Holsworthy ; 
R. E. L. Penhale, Torrington ; E. J. Thorburn, Crew- 
kerne and Wm. Ascott, Bideford, Hon. Secretary. 

The President extended a hearty welcome to the Hon. 
Secretary (Major Wm. Ascott) on his return from active 
service in France, having served with the forces since 
the outbreak of war. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and con¬ 
firmed. 

Apologies for non-attendance were read from Messrs. 
R. J. Collings, G. H. Gibbings, S. J. Motton and W. L. 
Richardson. 

The resolution passed by the Derbyshire Veterinary 
Association concerning medicine vendors at live stock 
shows, was discussed and a decision thereon deferred to 
the next meeting. 

Royal Sanitary Institute. It was resolved'not to 
send delegates to the Congress at Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

Insurance. The scale of fees adopted by the Council 
of the National Veterinary Medical Association on the 
12 th March, 1914, for Insurance purposes was carefully 
considered and it was resolved “ That the members of 
this Association are dissatisfied with the present scale 
of fees and will support the National Association in any 
action they may take in the matter.” 

Diseases of Animals Act. The Hon. 8 ec. reported on 
the recent correspondence and conference with the 
Devon County Council as to the fees payable hereunder, 
when the new scale which came into force on April 4tb, 
last, was agreed to, namelyFor each visit (to include 
a post-mortem or microscopical examination) the sum 
of 10 s. fid. Travelling : Per mile each way from 
surgery, 1/-. 

It was decided to call a meeting of the Somerset 
practitioners with a view to arranging a satisfactory 
scale of fees for that county. 

The Hon. Treasurer (Mr. G. P. Bond) presented the 
balance sheet, which showed a small adverse balance. 
It was agreed on the motion of Mr. Harvey, seconded 
by Mr. R. E. L. Penhale “That members be asked to 
nay their annual subscription for the year ending 
March 31st, 1919 and also for the current year, in 
advance.” 

Election op Officers. 

President ; Mr. Percy Penhale, Barnstaple. 
tr- Presidents : Messrs. Wm. Roach, Exeter ; G. W. 
lAnslev AxmioBter : W. L. Richardson, Wadebridge, 
uJEj. Tborbarn. Crewkeme. 


Ron. Treasurer : Mr. P. G. Bond was re-elected and 
cordially thanked for the valuable services rendered to 
the Association during his many years of office. 

lion. Secretary : Mr. Wm. Ascott was re-elected. 

An interesting discussion arose as to the fees obtain¬ 
able in general practice, and the Hon. Secretary was 
asked to communicate with each member and report at 
the next meeting, when it is hoped a uniform scale may 
be adopted. 

New Member. On the proposition of Mr. Bond, 
seconded by Mr. J. Dunstan, Mr. R. L. L. Hart of 
Plymouth was unanimously elected. 

The next meeting will be held at Exeter on Thursday, 
Sept. 25th, 1919. 

Wm. Ascott, Hon. Sec. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
[National V.M.A.— Northern Branch.] 

A special meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Birmingham on July 1 st. The President, Mr. J. Malcolm 
in the Chair. There were also present Messrs. A. 
Renfrew, Broadway ; Brennan DeVine, L C. Tipper, 
S. M. Woodward, W. H. Brooke, W. Connocnie, 
Birmingham ; J. O. Powley, Sutton Coldfield; J. 
Cormack, Coventry ; J. W. Conchie, Kidderminister; 
W. E. Ison, Atlfbrstone ; L. W. Heelia, Solihull ; R. H. 
Over, Rugby ; and H. J. Dawes, West Bromwich, Hon. 
Sec. 

Several members wrote expressing regret at their 
inability to attend. 

Ministry of Health Act, 1919. 

The Hon. Sec. read a letter received from the Presi¬ 
dent of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
drawing attention to the fact that Consultative Councils 
were about to be formed in connection with the above 
Act, and suggesting that action should be taken by this 
Association, and strong representations made that at 
least one member of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons should be appointed on each of these Councils 
which may have to deal with matters coming within the 
province of the veterinary surgeon. 

A communication received from Prof. Hobday was 
read, embodying the views of the North of Ireland 
Veterinary Association on the matter. 

After some discussion it was unanimously resolved 
that the following resolution be sent to the Minister of 
Health 

“That whereas, by their training and experience, 
Veterinary Surgeons are alone in a position to afford 
expert advice and assistance to the Minister of Health 
in matters relating to the hygiene and health of animals 
used for human food, the provision of milk from cows 
free from tuberculosis, the diseases of animals commu¬ 
nicable to man, and other similar matters affecting or 
incidental to the health of the people, it is, in the 
opinion of this Association, essential in the public inter¬ 
ests that provision be made for the appointment of at 
least one Member of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons on every Consultative Council, to beset up 
under Clause 4 of the Ministry of Health Act, which 
may have to deal with the matters above referred to.” 

It wasalso resolved that each member of the Associa* 
tion should approach the local Member of Parliament 
with a view to securing aid in support of the Resolution. 

It was further resolved that tne National Veterinary 
Association should be asked to call a special meeting on 
the matter. 

H. J. Dawes. Hon. Sec. 
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APPOINTMENT IN MALAY STATES. 

To the Editor of The Veterinary Record. 

Sir,—Referring to Prof. Gaiger’s letter on the above- 
Whilst the Colonial Office will no doubt thank him for 
pointing out the slight irregularities of procedure, I do 
not think they will attach a great deal of importance to 
his personal expression of opinion on the terms of the 
appointment. I also have my doubts as to whether his 
personal refusals to recommend any one to accept it will 
prevent those who carefully study the terms, drawing 
their own conclusions as to the desirability or otherwise 
of offering their services, after talking it over with any¬ 
body who has served there. 

I do not think the Professor is doing justice to the 
ounger members of the profession in thus hastily crab- 
ing a post which offers good possibilities to a suitable 
man. The appointment I admit is not a gold mine, but 
where, at home, is a man to get a cool £535 a year as a 
start, for that is what it represents at present—£360 
salary, £75 allowance, £100 nonus. 

His reDresantation that the initial pensionable salary 
is a small one is reasonable, and those of us who serve 
there recognise this : but is he aware that it has been 
represented to the authorities, and that a Commission 
which is now finishing its report has been favourably 
considering this representation. 

He states that the duties are such that no time would 
be found for private practice ; who his informant is I 
do not know, but unless things have altered very con¬ 
siderably during the war, I can vouch for the fact that 
this is inaccurate. Why he desires 1st class passage on 
a mail steamer I do not know—personally I, and many 
others I know of who have had the experience, much 
refer the intermediate boats, but if a man elects to go 
y mail boat why should he not pay the difference him¬ 
self if he wants to travel in state '( 

Civil servants are precluded from entering into ad¬ 
verse criticism of appointments, but I trust you will 
publish this letter, as I should not like to think that 
suitable yDung applicants might be scared by the Pro¬ 
fessor’s no doubt well-intentioned letter, which at first 
sight appears more to the effect that he feels hurt that 
he was not consulted personally before the appointment 
was advertised. Had he been consulted he would 
doubtless have carried out his expressed intention of 
personally crabbing the appointment, but I doubt if 
that would have prevented others equally desirous of 
bettering the pecuniary conditions of Colonial service, 


and as well—if, perhaps, not more competent to judge 
of its suitability, viewing it in a more favourable light. 
I remain, yours truly, 

“ Malaya.” 


HOW PARASITIC MANGE GETS SPREAD. 

Case I. On Thursday, June 10th, at the County 
Police Court ; Glossop, a carrier was fined £5 and one 
guinea veterinary surgeons fee for attendance at court. 
It appears this carrier, who is the owner of other horses, 
removed a chestnut filly suffering from parasitic mange 
out of the Borough and put the filly in a field in the 
County among other three colts, without reporting same 
to the Police. These colts are all from different counties, 
and when notice was sent to the farmer who has charge 
of them to have them all caught up for examination, he 

said he could not catch them and let the b-police 

catch them, and so they go without further veterinary 
examination. The remark of the chairman of magistrates 
—and a very sensible remark too, that the Inspector of 
the County write to the Inspector of the Borough to 
have a veterinary examination of the remaining horses 
in the Borough the property of this carrier, and see if 
they are clear of parasitic mange. Now as I am veter- 
: inary inspector to the Borough as well as the County, I 
may say that nothing of the sort has been done. How 
can it be expected that veterinary surgeons who are 
veterinary inspectors are to keep down these contagious 
diseases if others do not do their duty. 

Case II. A farmer on June 30, out of the Country, 
brings a horse which is very bare about his head and 
neck, out of the County into the Borough of Glossop, 
he puts him into a horse box and takes him to a horse 
repository in the town. This horse was seen along with 
three others I believe, and suspected of suffering from 
parasitic mange, and sent home again. Now this horse 
went in one horse box to town, and came back in another 
horse box, and no doubt the other horses did the same. 
I may say I warned the stationmaster here to have the 
box, halter, disinfected but how will the other horse 
boxes etc. get disinfected. Unless railway authorities, 
auctioneers at these repositories, and local inspectors 
assist the veterinary surgeons, parasitic mange will cost 
endless expense in putting down. 

This horse has travelled the same ground twice suffer¬ 
ing from suspected parasitic mange. I am waiting for 
the Inspectors orders to have this horse thoroughly 
j examined for this disease. 

Glossop, Derbyshire. G. Ellis, m.r.c.v.s. 
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A Civil List Pension. 

Veterinarians will be gratified by the award of a 
Civil List Pension to the widow of the late Prof. 
Mettam. On personal grounds, we are all glad to 
see the merit of such a worker as Mettam recog¬ 
nised ; and on wider professional ones we have 
also much cause for pleasure. The money available 
for these Pensions is limited, they have always been 
difficult to obtain, and it is only within very recent 
years that any have been granted for veterinary 
services. Tbe award following the death of the late 
William Hunting was the first; the present one, 
ooming comparatively soon afterwards, is proof that 
the profession is gaining something of recognition 
by tbe State. Less than a decade ago, Civil List 
Pensions for veterinary services were unheard of, 
and many of us regarded them as unattainable. 
Tbe old tradition has been broken and a new record 
has been established. 

Value of Parasitology. 

Mr. Noel Pillers’ note on another page should 
prove useful to all, and especially to veterinary 
inspectors. It concerns a subject upon which 
more knowledge is required even by specialists, 
and to a much greater extent by practitioners. 
Most clinicians are aware that there are mites 
other than the mange parasites but presenting 
similarities to them, the presence of which on the 
human or animal body may lead to errors in the 
microscopic diagnosis of skin disease; but few have 
a sufficiently detailed knowledge of the characters 
of these " accidental acari ” as compared with those 
of the mange parasites. Yet a little reflection will 
convince anyone of the genuine practical impor¬ 
tance of the subject. Probably lack of accurate 
knowledge of it has led before now to mange being 
diagnosed erroneously; and it is undeniably pos¬ 
sible that such a mistake might receive disconcerting 
publicity before a legal tribunal. It is hardly pos¬ 
sible for a general practitioner to have much more 
than a superficial knowledge of the wide science of 
parasitology; but there are some departments of it 
which it is essential that he should study as 
thoroughly as possible, and this is one of them. 

Council Proceedings. 

One decision of the Council—the refusal, reported 
last week, to appoint any delegate to the Congress 
of the Royal Sanitary Institute, is regrettable. 
This Institute has a very distinct connection with 
certain branches of our work, and is always ready 
to welcome veterinary co-operation. That was 
before the war—and will be again in the ooming 
mT i Q j. tad ttvere is every sign that tbe veterinary 
Sdeoi'tbe Gong ness will develops, if supported by 


the profession. At the forthcoming Congress, tbe 
veterinary section will meet for two days, and the 
names and subjects on the agenda, which we pub¬ 
lished a fortnight ago, are sufficient assurance that 
the meeting will be of solid value. There are two 
attitudes which we can adopt towards the Royal 
Sanitary Institute. We may ignore it altogether, 
and so drift into a mutual relation of either indif¬ 
ference or hostility. We may collaborate with it, 
and probably form a useful working allianoe as re¬ 
gards those subjects in which we have a common 
interest. The latter policy seems to be the only 
commendable one. 

The new proposals regarding professional conduct 
will interest all members. Bye-law 53 is to be 
altered so as to define five offences as disgraceful 
conduct. The regulation against advertising retains 
the phraseology in which it has been couched for 
twenty years past, and will remain unchallenged. 
That against the giving of testimonials to patent 
medicines is altered in its wording, and rendered 
distinctly more comprehensive. One quite new one 
forbids touting or canvassing; but this offence has 
long been clearly understood as being unprofessional 
conduct, and its formal definition as such will 
excite no comment. Another new one forbids us 
to meet unqualified persons in consultation; and 
this will be generally approved, though there may 
be a little difference 01 opinion as to whether it 
should be enforced, as it could be, against those 
who meet the few registered men still left in practice. 
The one remaining regulation—the amended one 
against covering—may excite more discussion than 
all the rest put together. So far this rule has dealt 
with covering pure and simple; it is now proposed 
to extend it so as to unmistakeably embrace the 
employment of unqualified assistants. Not long 
before the war, the Council practically gave notice 
that some such step was in contemplation by pass¬ 
ing a resolution expressing the opinion that the 
time had arrived for the abolition of unqualified 
assistants. Doubtless that opinion would have 
been acted upon, had not the war intervened ; but 
evidently the present view is that the time is ripe 
for action. We may agree that the disappearane of 
unqualified assistants would be altogether benefi¬ 
cial to the profession ; but it is oertain that some 
members will think otherwise. The latter have 
nearly three months in which to say whatever they 
think can be said on behalf of unqualified assistants; 
but it is likely to require a very considerable expres¬ 
sion of hostile opinion to alter the Council s purpose. 
Before expressing such hostility, members might 
profitably remember how very often unqualified 
assistants develops into independent unqualified 
practitioners. 








22 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


July ig f 1919 


ON THE OCCURRENCE OF 
ALEUROBIUS FARINJE (DE GEER) 

IN SKIN SCRAPINGS OF HORSES. 

By A. W. Noel Fillers, f.r.c.v.b. 

It has long been known that mites other than 
those whiob we reoognise as being the actual cause 
of mange and its allied conditions may be found 
upon the skin of man, and the domesticated animals 
and birds. Others, too, have been discovered in 
faeces, urine, cysts, and tumours. The present 
short note deals simply with the microscopical diag¬ 
nosis point of view, of one found on the slrin. 

Garnett (1) recorded the finding of Glyciphagus 
demestxcus on a sheep amongst the causal parasites 
of scab. 

Major R. H. Holmes, f.r.c.v.b., a.v.c. was an 
ardent searcher for what he termed "forage acari," 
in 1913. 

Butler (2) says "There is a possible source of 
error even in microscopical diagnosis. Acari other 
than those of scabies are to be found on the skin'of 
the horse, and at least two varieties cause great 
irritation. Examinations of sweeping from a forage 
barn, or the dust of old wood work, will disclose 
many varieties; and the Bame may be found in 
groomings from healthy horses. It is not a matter 
of great difficulty to differentiate them from the 
saroopt of scabies, but is neoessary to m$ke accurate 
observations upon them, for they are very frequently 
met with. As a general rule and apart from their 
special characteristics, it will be found that such 
accidental acari are much more transparent than 
the saroopt, and the ohitinous folds of skin are 
more faintly marked." 

He then gives 9 figures which are here shown. 
Apart from saying that numbers 7 and 9 are 
hypopial nympnae, it is not possible to give them 
their specific names. (Figs. 1 and 2.) 

Garpano (3) records the presence of a Tyroglyphus 
in the crust and hairs of animals suspected of 
Buffering from mange. 

Banks (4) places the species now under considera¬ 
tion in the Natural Order, Aoarina; Superfamily, 
Sarcoptoidea; Family, Tyroglyphidae. 

Michael (5) gives the following synonymy:— 
? Acarus farinae , Koch ; Tyroglyphus farinae , 
Berlese; Acarus siro part Linnaeus; ? Tyroglyphus 
siro, Robin; Acarus domes ticus, Duges. 

Aleurobius farinde has a wide distribution, being 
frequently found on flour, bran, farinaceous 
materials, rice, oatmeal, and cheese. It is also en¬ 
countered on prunes, hops, dried vegetables, and 
tobacco. Some samples of bran are veritably more 
mites than husk, and whole stocks may be very 
badly infested. Under these circumstances it is not 
surprising that they are met with on the skins of 
horses. Here they may be found alone; in company 
with Sarcoptes ; and apparently less often with 
Psoroptes. Possibly their being encountered less 
often in psoroptic scrapings, is more apparent than 
real; it may be due to the fact that the psoropt is 
often more easily found, and this having been done 
the search is abandoned. The longer one pushes 


the search the more likely is one to come across 
some stage in the life cycle of some usually non- 
pathogenic acarid. I do not propose here to enter 
into the clinical or epizootiological aspects of any 
lesions which may be attributed to these acarids. 

Fig. 3 shows a damaged specimen obtained from 
a suspected mange case (very slight lesions). It 
has had a boiling in a 10% solution of caustic 
potash. After washing in water it was stained in 
red ink. This and similar slides were submitted to 
Prof. R, Newstead, f.r.s. who determined them to 
be Aleurobius farinae . 

As this acarid in its various stages is likely to be 
encountered in any long series of routine examina¬ 
tions of skin sorapings, I have added figs. 4 and 5 
of the complete adult male and female, and also 
some particulars of the egg, larva, and hypopial 
nymph. 

The male is *42 mm. long. The thick first pair 
of legs, with a large tooth-like projection on eaoh 
femur which characterises the genus and species, 
are well shown in fig. 4. The female varies from 
*40 to *70 mm. and the first pair of legs are not so 
thick as in the male. The tooth like projection is 
absent. 

Newstead and Duvall (6) state that the egg 
measures *12 mm. long by *08 mm. across and is 
oval, white, and smooth. Fig. 6, reproduced from 
the same authorities, shows the larva. 

Under certain conditions, believed to be for pur¬ 
poses of distribution, there is developed in addition 
to the ordinary nymyh, a hypopial nymph. At one 
time such forms were described as separate species. 
I have encountered several hypopial forms in equine 
skin scrapings, but it is not at all easy to specify 
them. Fig. 7 shows one taken from a suspected 
mange case; they are often plentiful in lofts. 

The sucker plate is seen between the last pair of 
legs. The following is an extracted account of the 
hypopusof Aleurobius farinae as given by Newstead 
ana Duvall:— 

Form. Dorso-ventrally flattened. Outline ovate, 
gradually and widely rounded posteriorly, and 
somewhat suddenly narrowed anteriorly between 
the first pair of legs to form a pointed rostrum. 

Texture. Slightly granular, not polished as in 
other stages. 

Rostrum. Terminates in two papillae on which 
are borne two long stout bristles, between these 
dorsally are two finer bristles of the same length: 
two rather shorter pairs on the sides of the rostrum, 
and a very short pair between them. 

Ventral aspect. There is a straight sternum ; 
the epimera of the first legs are absent; the epimera 
of the seoond legs do not meet the sternum, the 
epimera of the third and fourth are curved. 

There is a minute hair on either side behind the 
fourth epimeron, a much longer pair just before the 
sucker plate, and another more widely separated 
and smaller pair on the actual anterior margin of 
the latter plate. The sucker plate is curiously 
shaped and ocoupies the space between the last 
four segments of the hind pair of legs. In front of 
it is the genital orifice with two small suckers on 
either side; the plate itself bears four pairs of 
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suckers arranged in series of two, four, two ; the 
central pair of the second series being much the 
largest. There are three oval bodies, presumably 
glands, behind the plate. 
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Corrections. 

We are asked to note the following necessary correct¬ 
ions to first page of last week’s issue in order to make 
two of the sentences intelligible -.—Line 31 “ towards the 
centre or one end.” Bottom of page “A second sample 
of faeces mixed with blood received on the 27th June 
last was obtained from a two-year-old heifer in another 
part of the same district.” 

Presumably these were typewriter’s errors. 


Itogal College of 
IDetertnan? Surgeons. 


Correction—Registration Committee. 

To the Editor of the Veterinary Record, 

Sir,—I notice on page 19 of the current issue of The 
Veterinary Record it is reported that the resolution for 
the restoration of the name of Mr. William James 
Moran was carried. This, however, is not correct. On 
the resolution being put to the meeting, only 13 members 
voted for it out of a total present of 25. As by the Act 
it is reauired that a resolution for the restoration of the 
name of a Member to the Register requires the consent 
of three-fourths of the members present, the resolution 
concerning Mr. W. J. Moran was therefore not carried. 

Your faithfully, 

10 Red Lion Sq., W.C. 1 . Fred Bullock, Secretary. 


QUARTERLY MEETING. 
{concluded from p. 13.) 
Examination Committee. 


Mr. M ulvky read the following report of a meeting 
held at the College on Thursday, July 3rd, and moved 
its reception. 

The minutes of the previous meeting having been 
printed and circulated, were taken as read and con- 


The Secretary reported that at the examination for 
the Fellowship Diploma held on May 11th. four 
entered and the following three candidates 
.—T. M. Doyle, G. d Lancaster (under 


the new regulations), Alexander Taylor (under old 
regulations). 

The Secretary reported that the following temporary 
appointments to the Examination Board had been made 
by the President:— 

Class A. Anatomy. Major A. F. Castle to examine 
in place of Capt. B. H. Mellon. Biology. Dr. E. J. 
Schwartz to act in place of Dr. Bottomley. 

Class B. Dr. D. Burns to examine in Histology and 
Physiology in Scotland, and Dr. H. C. Earl to examine 
in Dublin in place of Dr. Symes. 

Class D. Prof. Penberthy to act as Examiner in 
Medicine in place of Mr. Almond. 

Arrangements had also been made, with the consent 
of the Director of Veterinary Education, for the eight 
students in Liverpool to take their Oral Examination in 
Scotland. 

Educational certificates Nos. 1929-1941 were sub¬ 
mitted and approved. 

Forty applications for exemption from the preliminary 
educational examination were considered, in each case 
accompanied by certificates as to general education. 

It was resolved That the applications be acceded to 
in the following cases :— 

1833 Black, J., Capt.. 4 years’ service. 

1810 McRorie, J. T. M., 4 years’ service. 

1899 Livingstone, J., l£ years’ service. Age 21. 

1903 Dryden, J. K., Sergt., 22, 4 years’ service. 

1908 Tully, T. H., Capt., r.a.f., 4 years’ service. 

1909 Johnston, D., 19, 3 years’ service. 

1911 Miller, J., 4| years’ service. Coll. Precep. Jun. 
Cert. 1911, Eng., Maths., French. 

1914 Grant, J. C, 20.1 year’s service. Discharged after 
operation. Scot. Inter. 1915. Eng., Maths., French, 
Science, Drawing. 

1915 White, A., Capt., 33, 4} years’service. 

1916 Dykes, G., Sergt., 25, 4} years’ service. Wounded 
and gassed. 

1919 Smith, R. B., Lieut. Inf. and R.A.F. Age 25. 4j 
years’ service. 

1934 Woodrow, J. N. D., Lieut. 21, 2 years’ service. 
(Still in France). 

1927 Kearney, J., 1J years’ service. Irish Inter. Junior. 
Eng., Maths., Latin, French, Arith., Aig., Exp. 
Science. 

1929 Forbes, J. S., 22. 4£ years’ service. 

1931 Taylor. S., 22, 4j years’ service. 

1932 Dos well. P., Lieut., 23, 2£ years’ service. 

1935 Dartnall, M. L, 26, t.f., 4j years’ service. 

1943 Mettam, A., 13 months’ service. Army exam, for 
commission. 

1944 Scott, C. S., 4 years’ service. Scot. Inter. Cert. 
Eng., Maths., Science, Drawing. 

In the following cases exemption was granted both 
from the preliminary educational examination and from 
part of the first year’s course, on the understanding that 
the whole subject of Anatomy is presented at the Class 
B examination. 

1917 James, H. C., 24, 3 years’ service, n.d.a., County 
scholarship. 

1938 McCracken, K. M., Capt., 4 years’ service, Gassed, 
Med. Student passed Cbem., Pnys,, Botany, Zoology, 
Anatomy, and rhysiol. 

Applications from Veterinary Students It was 
resolved That the following ex-service students be 
allowed to sit at the CIass B examination in July, 1919, 
after an attendance of two terms at the Royal Veter¬ 
inary CollegeJ. Heath, R. C. Holmes, N. 8. King, 
H. J. Loveless, R. G. Nurse, C. R. A. Powell, R. W. A. 
Watchorn. 

Applications from Colonial Graduates. A further 
! Application was submitted by Capt. S. H. Whitworth, 
1 b v.Sc., Melbourne, stating that he had entered the 
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Royal Veterinary College on June 13th, and would 
continue in attendance without break until the examina¬ 
tions in December. 

It was resolved That Capt. S. H. Whitworth be 
allowed to sit at the Final examination in December, 
after the receipt of a satisfactory report as to attendance. 

A further application was received from Lieut. A. 
Freer, graduate of the N.Y. State Veterinary College, 
Cornell University. It was resolved That the Secretary 
be instructed to inform Lieut. Freer that an alteration 
of Byelaws is being proposed, which if carried, will en¬ 
able the Council to give him permission to ait at the 
final examination in December, after an attendance of 
two terms at the Royal Veterinary College. 

Applications were received from three other Colonial 
Graduates and it was resolved That the applications be 
not acceded to. 

Government Maintenance and Training Grants. The 
President reported that in lieu of the scheme for the 
award of maintenance and training grants referred to in 
the report of the Examination Committee on the 10th 
April, the Minister of Labour had found it necessary in 
order to expedite business to arrange that grants to 
veterinary students should be made by the Central 
Grants Committee, on which he had been appointed a 
member. He had attended fourteen meetings held in 
London and up to date grants had been passed to forty- 
five students, to an amount approximating £5000 per 
annum. All applications were transmitted by the 
Secretary of the Grants Committee to the Offiee of the 
College for verification. 

The Secretary reported that he had called the atten¬ 
tion of the Ministry of Labour and the Ministry of Re¬ 
construction to the incomplete and misleading informa¬ 
tion conveyed to the public in the two publications “ A 
Record of Opportunity,” and “ Officers Guide to Civil 
Careers.” He had supplied corrected statements to 
appear in each of these publications, and received a 
promise that these would be inserted in any new editions. 
At the same time, regret was expressed for the state¬ 
ments previously made. 

Revision of Rye-la ins. Bye-laws 59-111 were con¬ 
sidered and several slight verbal alterations made for 
the consideration of the Bye-laws Committee. 

The Pbesident : The Report represents a tremendous 
amount of work, and Bhows that the profession does 
some work sometimes. 

Mr. Abson : I second the motion for the reception of 
the Report. The motion was carried. 

Sir John M’Fadyean : I move its adoption. 

Mr. Gofton seconded the motion, which was carried. 

At a meeting of the Examination Committee, held on 
May 13th, 1919, 

The Minutes of the previous meeting having been 
approved by the Council were taken as read and con¬ 
firmed. 

(a) Educational certificates numbered 1871 to 1874 
were submitted and approved, (b) Exemption was 
granted under Byelaw 62a to candidates under 1871 (C. 
Parker) and 1874 (J. Harrison). 

Applications for exemption from the preliminary ex¬ 
amination, in each case accompanied by a certificate or 
Headmaster’s testimonial, were received from eighteen 
candidates, and it was resolved That the application be 
granted in the following cases:— 

1875 Gooch, F. W. L., 24 years’ service. Junior Camb. 

Cert. 

1877 Smith, W. F., Lieut, 34 years’ service. Oxford 

Junior, Arith., English, Latin, Frenqfi. 

1878 Harrison, L. A., 14 years’ service. 

1879 Rutter, J. V. S., 2~years’ service, Navy Sub. Lieut. 

Senior Camb., Eng., Maths., French, Physics, Drawing- 

1883 Eardley, J. F. ? 4j years’ service, Sergt. a.v.c. Age 
22£. Camb. Junior Cert. 1912. 


1884 MacGregor, W. T., 4 years’ service, Navy. Age 25. 

Allan Glen scholar. 

1885 Callendar, E. R., Lieut., 2 years’ service. 

1887 Simmons, R,. Lieut, 4£ years’ service. 

1891 Moss, W. P., Lieut, (m.c.). 3 years’ service. 

Abdications from ex-service Students. The following 
applications from ex-service Veterinary Students for 
concessions were granted. 

Class D. H. J. Edwards. Joined up 1914, returned 
1917. Rejected D, Dec., 1918 (Med. 40, Surg 45). Leave 
ranted to sit for Medicine alone at the Final Exam., 
uly 1919. 

F. J. Haydon. Joined up 1914, returned 1917. Rejec¬ 
ted D, Dec., 1918 (Med. 45, Surg. 40). Leave granted to 
sit for Surgery alone at the Final Exam., July 1919. 

E. L. Beamont, 2j years’ service after passing B July, 

1915. Returned Jan. 1918, passed C Dec. 1918. Leave 
granted to sit for the final exam, in July. 

Class C. R. A. Thrale, passed B July, 1915, Military 
service since. Now returned to College. Leave granted 
to sit for Class C exam, in Dec. 

Class B. T. H. Mitchie. Attended one term in B 
before enlisting. Returned to College April 21. Leave 
granted to sit for Class B in July. 

A. F. Flood. Exempted from part of A (Bye-law 62a), 
commenced studies Jan. 1918. Leave granted to sit for 
Class B exam, in July. 

N. M. Clayton. 2 years’ service, passed A July 1917. 
Returned April, 1919. Leave granted to sit for Class B 
.exam, in Dec. 

S. V. Golledge. 34 years’ service. Military Medal. 
Passed A 2nd Hons. Dec. 1914, attended 1st term B, re¬ 
turned May 1st. Leave granted to sit for Class B exam, 
in Dec. 

C. P. Inglis, Lieut., 24 years’ service. Passed A J^ily 

1916, returned April. Leave granted to sit for Class B 
exam, in Dec. 

G. T. Weir. 44 years’service. Passed A July 1914. 
Returned April. ~ Leave granted to sit for Class B exam, 
in Dec. 

Class A. W, Peirson, n.d.d. Exempted from prelim. 
Entered college March, 1919. Leave granted to sit 
for Class A exam, in Dec. 

J. R, Morrison. Entered College, Feb. 1st, attended 
vacation classes. Leave granted to ait for Class A. 
exam, in July. 

J. Miller, 4| years service. Entered College 22nd 
April. Leave granted to sit for Class A examination 
in Dec. 

R. Bristow. Lieut. 44 years service. Entered College 
April 1919. Leave granted to sit for class A. exam, 
in Dec. 

J. T. Fletcher, Capt. Rejected Class A July 1914. 
Leave granted to sit for Chem. alone at the Class A. 
exam, in Dec. 1919. 

E. G. Langford, Sergt. 4 years’ service. Entered 
College Jan. Leave granted to sit for Class A. exam, 
in July. 

R. Bretherton, Lieut, n.d.a., n.d.d. 3 years’ service. 
Proposes to enter College in October. Exemption 
granted from Class A exam, on condition that the whole 
subject of Anatomy is presented in Class B. 

The above exemptions are in each case subject to the 
receipt of a satisfactory certificate of attendance. 

Colonial Graduates. Applications were received 
from the following Colonial Graduates for permission 
to sit for the final exam, after an attendance for two 
terms at an affiliated Veterinary School:— 

Australian : Major C. N. Callow, Graduate Mel¬ 
bourne Vet. College, 1909. 

Capt. J. Legg, B.V. Sc., Melbourne, 1913; B.Sc. Mel¬ 
bourne 1914. 

Capt. R. Clark, B.V.Sc., Melbourne 1916. 

Canadian : Capt. R. J. Vicars, B.V.Sc., Toronto. 191£. 



001 x ?oadaB jbjiu3a 'qduiXu [Bidod^H l 

•([|BAn<7 .y p«ajSMa\) aiarjsqsiwq e q -joadeB 
puiuaA (g) ‘loads® i^ejop (i) baj«| nmuitf *inqojn?iy *9 81^ 

•Os x loadsB {BJ^ua^ a[Biuaj ‘jmn.ivf gniqoun^jy q 

OR x (pads* pu^iia,\ ajBj^ ‘dvuuvj gniqoiu<>iy f -gij 

001 x padsB iBj^ua^ ‘ui^s 

sasjoji iuojj uauiioads paftoiuBQ jmtijvf yniqo.nujy ‘E JJij; 


'S'A'D'H'd >sus Wd 1*°N 'A\ Y 

1 s?sjou fo 

siiuirfiuos tiiys tit ?(I) &uuv*i sntqojuoiY 

fo poupjjuooq Pi/t no pfoti Dfiufsnjit o jr, 



i~. t 

A 'f. 
£>,vA v - 


AyK)J\ 



•qsnp 

o9vjoj ui ponoj osjn 9 jqa\ g pun g */, 
•sasjoq Xqqjngq wojj s^utmooaS 
U13|9 ruojj 0JU g pun g */, ‘9 ‘9 ‘f ‘g 
‘0S«ioq Xqqn9q n cuojj sSuicuoojS 
ui pun sajqn'js ui (jsnp ‘ujnq 9#njoj 
iuojj suqop cdojj 9jn g pan j 



%161 ‘SI * l " f 


p aoo*H *4»UUWA 3 H1 






July ig, igig 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


*5 


It was resolved (a) That the applications of Captains 
Legg, Clark and Vickers be granted. 

(b) That permission be given to Major C. N. Callow 
to sit at the final examination after an attendance of 
one complete session at a veterinary school. 

Foreign Graduates. Application for permission to 
sit at the Final Examination were received from Lieut. 
A. Freer, u.s.v.c, graduate of the New York State 
Veterinary College ? Cornell University, and M. 
P&lussiere, Vet. Assist Maj., French A.V.C., diploma 
of Veterinary School of Alfort, 1917. 

It was resolved. That the applicants be informed 
that under the present Bye-laws, the Committee has no 
power to grant their request. 


Meeting of the Examination Committee held at the 
College, 10, Red Lion Square, London, W.C., on Tues¬ 
day. June 3rd, 1919 :— 

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
confirmed. 

Educational certificates numbered 1892 to 1896 were 
submitted and approved. 

Application for exemption from the Preliminary 
educational examination were received from twenty-one 
candidates, in each case accompanied by certificates or 
testimonials from headmasters. It was resolved that 
the applications be acceded to in the following cases :— 
1798 Bridgewater. S. R., Cadet R.A.F. 

1876 Hedley, R., 2 yearB service. 

1886 Watson. R. J. P., 4^ years’ service. 

1901 Land, F., 23, 4 yearr service. 

1902 Turner, K. D. 24, 3b years service. Cavaliy. Cam¬ 
bridge Junior, Eng., Math., Hist. Geog., Latin. 

1904 Butcher, J. Lieut., 4 years’ service. Wounded, 
partially disabled. 

1905 Reynolds, L. N., Corporal. 20. 2 years’ service. 
1907 Moss, B. L., 27. 31 years’ service. Wounded. 

Oxford Junior, Eng., Math., French, Geog., Chem., 
Heat. Elect., Drawing. 

1910 Maitland, W.,4| years’ service. 22. 

Colonial Graduates. Applications were received 
from the following Colonial Graduates for permission 
to sit at the Finsd exam, after an attendance of two 
terms at an affiliated Veterinary School. 

Capt. D. A. C. NcNicol, B.V.Sc. Melbourne, 1917. 
Capt. S. H. Whitworth, B.V.Sc., Melbourne, 1918. 
(Applicant still on service in France). It was resolved 
that the application of Capt. D. A. C. McNicol be 


acceded to. 

Foreign Graduates. A further application was re¬ 
ceived from Lieut. A. Freer, U.S.V.C, and it was 
resolved to recommend that he be allowed to sit at 
the Final Examination after an attendance for two 
terms at a Veterinary School. . 

That the necessary alteration be made m Bye-law 61 
to allow of this concession being granted. 

Application from Veterinary Students. The follow¬ 
ing application from an ex-service Veterinary Student 
was granted. , r . , 

Class B. J. D. Fonlston, 2nd Lieut. 3 years’ service, 
twice wounded. Rejected Anatomy December 1915, 

Class B. _ , . , . 

Permission granted to pass to C and to be examined m 
Senior Anatomy alone at next examination. 


By General Sir F. Smith, k.c.m.g.— Journal of Comp. 
Pathology and Therapeutics, vols. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, bound : 
vols. 9,10,11,12, unbound ; vol. 15, pt. 3; vol. 16, pt. 4; 
vol.. 17, 18, 19, 20 ; vol. 21, pts. 1, 2, 3 ; vol. 25, pt. 2. 
Statistical and General Report of the A.V.S. in India, 
1911-12 ; Statistical and General Report of the Army 
Vet. Dept., 1892, 1905, 1906, 1908, 1910, 1911, 1912. 
Board of Agriculture, Report under Diseases of Animals 
Acts, etc., 1908,1909, 1911, 1912. The Uses of Cavalry 
in War, N. L. Beamish, 1855. Seats and Saddles, F. 
Dwyer, third edition. Modern Cavalry, G. T. Denison, 
1868. Cavalry, its Histroy and Tactics, L. E. Nolan, 
1853. Field Service Departmental Code, Veterinary, 
India, 1898. Cavalry Training, 1904. R. E. Aide- 
Memoire, part 1. The Birds of Tierra del Fuego, Rd. 
Crawshay, 1907. Dictionary of Medical Science, 
Dunglison, 1876. Human Physiology, D. L. Hermann. 
1875. Vita Medics, B. W. Richardson, 1897. Practical 
Surgery, Fergusson, 1857. English Men of Science, 
Francis Galton, 1874. Natural Inheritance, Francis 
Galton, 1889; The Veterinary Journal, 1887. History of 
the Institute of Chemistry, 1914. Drawings of Crystals. 


A Revision of the Coccidia Parasitic in Man, Clifford 
Dobell. Les Ancetres du cheval, L. Moule. Concentra¬ 
tion of Symptomatic Anthrax (Blackleg) Toxin, W. P. 
Berg. Improved Methods of Immunization against 
Symptomatic Anthrax (Blackleg), R. A. Kelser. Occurr¬ 
ence of Coccidioidal Granuloma (Oidiomycosis! in 
Cattle, L. T. Giltner. Are Camels Susceptible to Black- 
quarter, Haemorrhagic Septicaemia and Rinderpest. 
H. E. Cross. Cattle Scab and methods of Control ana 
Eradication, M. Imes. Ministry of Apiculture, Canada, 
“ Seasonable Hints.” Ricettario ed Appunti del Veter- 
inario di Campagna, F. Caffaretti e C. Fabretti. 

Thirty-six Volumes of the Lancet presented by Mr. 
Price. 

Annual Reports: Report on the Progress of Agri¬ 
culture in lndia^ 1917-18 (per Mr. W. H. Brown). Agri¬ 
cultural Statistics, Scotland, vol. vi., part 1. Annual 
Report under Diseases of Animals Acts, 1918, (Board of 
Agriculture). Ditto (D.A.T.I., 1917. Report of Zoo¬ 
logical Society, 1918. Report of New York State Vet¬ 
erinary College, Cornell, 1917-18. Report of Ceylon 
G.V.S., 1918. Uganda Protectorate, Annual Report 
Dept, of Agric., 1918. Union of S. Africa, Report of 
Veterinary Division, 1919. S. Australia. Report of 
Minister of Agriculture, 1918. Report of Bengal Vety. 
Coll, and C. V.D. Bengal, 1917-18. 

Periodicals: The Journal of the Board of Agriculture ; 
The Journal of D.A.T.l. ; The Scottish Journal of 
Agriculture ; Revue de Pathologic Comparie ; Journal 
of Physiology (per Sir F. Smith); The Veterinary 
Review ; The Veterinary Journal ; The Journal of 
Comparative Pathology and Therapeutics' The Veter - 
inary Record: The Veterinary News ; The Rhodesia 
Agricultural Journal ; New Zealand Journal of Auri- 
culture ; Journal of Department of Agriculture , Mel¬ 
bourne, Victoria; British Medical Journal (per Dr. 
Bradley); N.Y. University Veterinary Bulletin. 

Register , 1920. It was resolved That the Secretary 
be instructed to print 400 copies of the Register of 1920 
to include the Acts, Charters, Byelaws, and Regulations 
together with the County List of Members. 


Publication, Library, and Museum Committee. 
Mr. Abson read the following report of a meeting of 
the Publication, Library'and Museum Committee, held 

oo Friday, July 4th ; — , , 

The minutes of the previous meeting having been 
printed and circulated were takenae read and confirmed. 

pZL-t J ,ti„n» to Library. The Secretary reported 
JfiZL the P^Tjone folfowtag 

pmoonta tfone had been made to the Library 


Honours and Prizes Committee. 

Mr. Garnett read the report and moved its adop¬ 
tion :— 

The Minutes of the previous meeting, having been 
printed and circulated, were taken as read aud con¬ 
firmed. 

Nominations for election as Honorary Associates were 
submitted and considered. It was resolved to recom¬ 
mend (I) That the following be elected as Honorary 
Associates of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons:— 
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Jean Fray, Inspecteur permanent du Service V4teri- 
naire de l’Arm& Frangaise. 

Engene Nicolas, V4t4rinair© Principal de 2e Classe de 
l’Armee Franqaise . 

Golonello Cavaliere Olindo Bortolotti, Director of the 
Italian Veterinary Services. 

Lieutenant Colonello Guido Finzi, Director of the 
Military Veterinary Laboratory, Milan. 

Colonel D. S. White, D.V.M., Director of Veterinary 
Services, American Expeditionary Forces. 

Colonel C. J. Marshall, D.V.M., Director of Veterinary 
Services, U.S.A. 

Brig.-Gen. Neale, Director of Veterinary Services, 
Overseas Military Forces of Canada. 

Col. C. E. Edgett, D.8.O., Director of Veterinary Ser¬ 
vices, O.M.F.C. 

Col. E. A. Kendall, c.m.g., Deputy Director of Veteri- 
naiy Services, Australian Imperial Forces. 

(II) That the consideration of the remaining nomi¬ 
nations be deferred for the present. 

Mr. Trigger seconded the motion which was carried. 

The President : This will be suspended in the usual 
way and the election of those gentlemen will come up in 
October. 

Annual Fee Committee. 

Sir John M’Fadyean presented the following 
report:— 

The Minutes of the previous meeting, having been 
printed and circulated, were taken as read and confirmed. 

Amendment Bill. The Chairman reported that 
arrangements had been made for the Veterinary Sur- 
fgeons Act (Amendment) Bill to be introduced shortly 
into the House of Commons, its supporters being S.r 
Watson Cheyne, Lt.-Col. the Hon. E. A. Fitzroy, and 
Col J. W. Weston. 

He said :—There was no other business brought before 
the meeting of the Committee, and I should just like to 
add that I think it will be very important when the Bill 
is introduced that every member of the profession 
throughout the country should bring all the pressurs of 
which he is capable to bear on his own Member of 
Parliament to support this Bill when it comes before 
the House. 

At the previous part of this meeting we discussed the 
very unsatisfactory condition of the College finances, 
and I then ventured to say that we could hardly expect 
to have our difficulties of that sort removed until this 
Bill passed. It is true, as Mr. Mulvey has said, that if 
it passes it will only bring in a paltry £2,000 a year, but 
still I am afraid we are not likely to get anything like 
that by private subscription. 1 need hardly say that 
every possible effort should be made to get the Bill 
passed. (Hear ! hear!) 

I beg to move that the Report be received and adop¬ 
ted. 

Mr. Trigger : I second that 

The President : I am sure that the profession will 
readthis with great interest, and as it concerns them 
every member of the profession should attend to the 
matter. Sir John M’Fadyean is in close touch with 
those who support it, and will watch it closely. 

Mr. Male: Could the profession be informed when 
the Bill is coming on 1 

The Solicitor : It is difficult to say—it depends very 
much on the ballot. 

Mr. Male : I have the promise of several Members 
of Parliament and they want to know when it is coming 
on so as to be there. If we could know we could warn 
them. 

Sir Stewart Stockman : It is sure to be on a Friday. 

The President : It has to be introduced, and after¬ 
wards it has to come on for the second reading. 

The Solicitor : The second reading is the critical 
time. The Report was adopted. 


The Special Committee on D.A.T.I. Stafb. 

A meeting of the Special Committee on the Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for 
Ireland Staff, was held at the College, on Friday, 4th 
July. 

Mr. Garnett read the following Report:— 

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
confirmed. 

A letter was received from H.M. Treasury in reply to 
the recommendation of the Council that Veterinary 
Officers of the Department of Technical Instruction for 
Ireland should be placed in the class of Professional 
Officers of the Civil Service. 

The Secretary was instructed to send a further com¬ 
munication to the Treasury urging the reconsideration 
of the question of status and pension of the veterinary 
officers of the Irish Department. 

Mr. Garnett : I propose the reception and the adop¬ 
tion of the Report. Col. Brittlebank seconded the 
motion, which was carried. 

Clean Milk Supply 

The following report was submitted :— 

It was resolved that Col. J- W. Brittlebank take the 
chair. The Secretary reported that he had received a 
letter from the Ministry of Food asking for further in¬ 
formation with regard to the resolution of the Council 
at its meeting on the 11th April, 1919, (see Para ). 

Reports of the Committee on the production and dis¬ 
tribution of milk and regulations issued by the Local 
Government Board with regard to the provision of milk 
of special quality, were submitted and considered. The 
Secretary was instructed to transmit the following letter 
to the Local Government Board and the Ministry of 
Food:— 

Sir, a Committee, specially appointed by the Council 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons for the 
purpose, has had under consideration the three Interim 
Reports of the Committee on the Production and Dis¬ 
tribution of Milk, and the scheme which has been drawn 
up with a view to the supply of special qualities of milk 
designated respectively as Grades A and B. 

The Committee understand that this scheme has 
already been put into operation, and they infer from the 
Score Card (H.M.L.2S; that the duty of reporting re¬ 
garding the health of the cows has not been assigned 
specially or exclusively to qualified veterinary surgeons. 

The Committee desire very respectfully to protest 
against the assumption that persons other than qualified 
veterinary surgeons are competent to decide whether 
an animal is healthy or diseased. In the opinion of the 
Committee any practice based on this assumption is 
open to objection, not only because the employment of 
unqualified persons with a view to determining whether 
milch cows are healthy or not is unfair to members of 
the veterinary profession ; but also on the larger ground 
that it is detrimental to the public interests, since it 
cannot afford any real guarantee as to the freedom of 
animals from disease. 

The Committee for similar reasons desire strongly to 
represent that under any such scheme the interests of 
the public will be best served by committing inspection 
with regard to Cow Sheds, and the Hygiene of the 
animals generally, to qualified Veterinary Surgeons. 

Further the Committee believe that the scheme is in 
most cases likely to fail in one of its most important 
objects, namely, the provision of milk from herds free 
from tuberculosis, because the evidence relied on to 
prove such freedom is quite insufficient. The Com¬ 
mittee are satisfied that an owner of a herd might 
comply with the conditions laid down and yet during 
I the course of the twelve months have a large proportion 
of his herd infected with tuberculosis.—I am Sir Your 
obedient Servant. 
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The President reported that draft orders under the 
Milk and Dairies Act were now being prepared by the 
Local Government Board, and it was resolved that the 
matter be left in the hands of the President. 

Col. Brittlebank : I move that the report be con¬ 
firmed. Mr. Wharam seconded the motion, which was 
carried. 

Bye-laws Committee. 

At a meeting of the Bye-laws Special Committee held 
on Tuesday, June 3rd, 1919, it was resolved that the 
President be appointed to the Chair. The Bye-laws 
were considered seriatim , and several amendments were 
made. It was resolved that the Secretary be instructed 
to supply a copy of the amended Bye-laws to each 
Member of the Council, and to place the matter on the 
Agenda of each Committee at the next Quarterly 
Meeting. 

Mr. Garnett presented the following report:— 

Minutes. The minutes of the previous meeting 
having been printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and confirmed. 

Byelaws. The Revised Bye-laws were submitted, 
together with recommendations made by the various 
Standing Committees. It was resolved to recommend 
That the Bye-laws as amended be suspended and 
presented to Council for adoption at its meeting in 
October next . . 

Mr. Garnett : There is another point which should go 
in and that is, “ that the Special Sub-Committee be re¬ 
appointed for the special purpose of going through the 
Examination Bye-laws which have not been dealt with 
in this Report.” I might be allowed to explain that 
these Bye-laws were considered by the Special Committee 
fully, with the exception of the Examination Bye-laws, 
and they were left out not because they do not want re¬ 
vising but because they want so much revision that it 
was impossible to go through them in the time, and it 
was absolutely necessary that we should have these 
amended Bye-laws passed through in the quickest pos¬ 
sible time m order to legalise actions which we have 
proposed to take with regard to members who have 
served in His Majesty’s Forces. The whole of the Bye¬ 
laws, except the Examination ones, have been fully con¬ 
sidered by the other Special Committees so that you 
get not only opinions of the Special Bye-laws Committee 
but the opinions of the members of every one of the 
other Committees who were concerned at all with the 
Bye-laws, with the one exception I have named. I hope 
that aft 3 r being suspended for 3 months these Bye-laws 
will be passed at our next October meeting. I have 
pleasure in moving the reception and adoption of the 
Report. Mr. Mason seconded the motion, which was 
carried. 

Appointment op Standing Committees. 

The Council then proceeded to the appointment of 
Standing Committees and the following Committees 
were appointed:— 

Examination Committee. 

Bradley, O. C- Brittlebank, J. W., Coleman, J. C., 

_ * « • _ o tt _.ii "D TIT A 


Stockman, Sir S., Sumner, H. 

Finance Committee. 

Abson, J., Blenkinsop, L. J., Bradley, O. C., Carter, 
J. H., Clarkson, J., GarnettL F. W., Howard, P. J., 
Lawson, A., Mason, A. W., Mulvey, W. J., Packman, 
W., Sumner, H., Trigger, R. C., Wharam, S., Wilson, P. 

Parliamentary and General Purposes Committee. 
Blenkinsop, L. J., Bradley, O. C., Brittlebank, J. W. ? 
Carter, J. H., Clarkson, J., Lawson, A., McCall, J. M. 


M'Fadyean, Sir J., Male, G. P., Mulvey, W. J., 
Garnett, F. W., Slocock, S. H., Stockman, Sir S. 
Sumner, H., Trigger, R. C. 

Annual Fee Committee. 

Blenkinsop, L. J., Bradley, O. C., Carter, J. H., 
Gofton, A., Garnett, F. W« M‘Fadyean, Sir J., Mason, 
A. W., Mulvey, W. J., Packman, W., Sumner, H., 
Thompson, H., Trigger, R. C. 

Publication Library and Museum Committee. 

Abson, J., Bradley, O. C., Burt, W., Coleman, J., 
Gaiger, S. H., Male, G. P.. McCall, J. M., M‘Fadyean, 
SirJ., Mulvey, W. J., Pnce,T. S., Share-Jones, J.T., 
Shave, E. S., Stockman, Sir S., Wharam, S., Wilson, P. 

Honours and Prizes Committee. 

Abson, J., Banham, G. A, Bradley, O. C, Brittle- 
bank, J. W., Craig, J. F., Gaiger, S. H., Gofton, A., 
Lawson, A., MTadyean, Sir J., Mulvey, W. J., Pack¬ 
man, W., Share-Jones, J., Stockman, Sir S., Sumner, 
H., Trigger, R. C. 

Auditors. 

On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, seconded by Mr. Mason. 
Messrs. Woodhouse and Wilkinson were appointed 
Auditors at the same salary as heretofore. 

Date of Annual General Meeting. 

Tuesday, June 1st, 1920, was fixed for the date of the 
next Annual General Meeting. 

Dates of Council and Committee Meetings. 

The following dates were fixed for the Committee 
Meetings and Council Meetings:— 

Thursdays and Fridays, October 9th and 10th, 1919 ; 
January 8th and 9th, 1920: April 8th and 9th, 1920 ; 
Wednesday and Thursday, J une 30th and July 1st, 1920. 

Dates of Examinations. 

The following dates were fixed for the Examinations:— 

Written: Friday, December 12th, 1919 ; Oral: Tues¬ 
day, December 16th, 1919. 

Written : Monday, July 5th, 1920; Oral: Tuesday, 
July 6th, 1920. 

Alteration of Bye-laws. 

The President: I will give notice here that these 
Bye-laws be suspended ana come up for the Council 
meeting to be confirmed on October 10th. 

Admission of Women to Examination for Diploma. 

The Solicitor : May I suggest that this matter should 
stand over because the Women’s Qualification Bill has 
not yet passed into law. It comes up for report and it 
may or may not pass. We shall have no power to pass 
this matter until that Bill has come into law, and there¬ 
fore it had better stand over till the next Council 
meeting. 

The President : That will stand over. 

Mr. Trigger : I am quite sure that we welcome with 
very great pleasure the presence of new members here 
today, and I think it would be only fitting that we 
convey to Mr. Barrett, after his twenty years service, 
our expression of regret that we have lost his services. 
I am quite sure that everyone recognised that Mr 
Barrett was a very valuable asset to this Council. (Hear, 
hear). It is quite true that we did not always agree 
with him, but I am certain there was no member of the 
Council who had ever a discourteous word from Mr. 
Barrett or with Mr. Barrett. He was held in high 
esteem by every member of the Council, and I can only 
regret that he was not able to place his services at our 
disposal. I am sure we watch his career as a Barrister 
witn great pleasure, and I wish to convey to him from 
his old colleagues an expression of regret that he has 
left ub. 
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Mr. McKinna : I wish to second that—I consider 
that we have lost a very valuable servant in Mr. Barrett. 

Mr. Mulvey : I want to associate myself with that 
and I agree with all that has been said. 

Mr. Price : I should also like to associate myself 
with that because I have knowu Mr. Barrett for many 
years and have always had the highest respect for him. 

The President : I too wish to associate myself with 
all that has been said, and it will be a great pleasure to 
me to convey our expression to him from the College. 

The Council carried the proposition unanimously. 

War Memorial. 

Mr. Garnett : I should like to propose that a 
Special Committee be appointed to consider the question 
of a Memorial to those of our Profession who have 
fallen in the War. I would not in any way tie the 
hands of that Committee, but let them suggest the 
most suitable way of carrying out what I feel to be the 
intention of every member of the Council. I propose 
that it be a special reference to the Finance Committee. 
The motion was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Lawson : I propose a vote of thanks to the Pre¬ 
sident, and I am sure we have seen how well we shall 
be conducted during the coming year. The motion was 
carried with acclamation. 


LANCASHIRE 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

[National V.M.A.— Northern Branch.] 

The quarterly meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Manchester, on Thursday, June 26th., Mr. G. H. Locke, 
President, Manchester, m the chair. The attendance 
included Messrs. W. A. Taylor, Noel Pillers, Sumner, 
Giblin, Minor, Allen, Whitehead, Dobie, Munro, 
Wolstenholme, Stent, Carter, Woods, Hopkin, Ingram, 
Curbishley, Spruell, and Lt.-Col. Brittlebank. Apologies 
for absence were received from Messrs. Wharam, 
Garnett, Packman, and Hughes. 

The minutes of the last meeting were taken as read. 
Proposed by Mr. Wolstenholme, seconded by Mr. Carter. 

SOME ASPECTS OF VETERINARY POLITICS. 

H. Sumner, m.r.c.v.s., Liverpool. 

I have been asked to open this discussion, and it has 
been asked, Is there a policy in regard to the veterinary 
profession] Policy is defined by our dictionary as 

The art and method of government: management of 
public affairs : system and regulative measures.” Con¬ 
sequently, for the purpose of discussion I thought it 
would be well to consider the politics of the profession 
as applied to the Council of the Royal College of Veter¬ 
inary Surgeons, the policy of the profession as applied 
to the General Practitioner and, arising out of the latter, 
one would include whole or part-time inspectors, and 
officers of the Royal Army Veterinary Corps—Regulars, 
Temporary, or Territorial. 

First as regards the policy as outlined by the Royal 
College in the management and method of government 
of your affairs. You are perfectly aware that you elect 
thirty-two members of Council, and upon them devolves 
the onus of safeguarding the rights of the profession. 
That body is divided into various committees—the 
Registration Committee of the whole Council, Examina¬ 
tion Committee, Finance Committee, Parliamentary 
and General Purposes Committee, Annual Fee Com¬ 
mittee, Publication, Library, and Museum Committee, 
Honours and Prizes Committee, and the War Emergency 
Committee; and speaking as a member of the Council j 
you can take it for granted that the work of the Councilj 


is done by these Committees. I think, further, that if 
the profession had any idea of the amount of time and 
labour given by these Committees to the various matters 
which arise* it would have a far different opinion as to 
the merits of the Council than that which we have had 
expressed by certain parties, more particularly in the 
southern counties. Some gentlemen nave taken time to 
get converted to the idea that the Council does really 
good executive work, and we had an ample acknowledg¬ 
ment of such a confession at our last and most recent 
meeting. A gentleman happened to be in attendance at 
one of the Sub-Committees (any member of the Council 
can attend) and he was honest enough to confess that 
the work was very much more effectively done than he 
had imagined. 

Registration Committee. Every member of the 
Council is a member of this Committee, which deals 
with conduct and disciplinary matters; it decides 
whether a man shall be struck off the Register, or when 
he shall be reinstated after having been struck off. 

Examination Committee. Examination is the portal 
to our profession, our one portal system has never been 
challenged, as to the right to practise veterinary med¬ 
icine and surgery in this country. The Committee 
reviews certificates from intending students. It has had 
an anxious time recently arising out of the unusual cir¬ 
cumstances following the war. Recommendations have 
been made to our profession to offer facilities for gentle¬ 
men to enter ; arising out of that request the Council 
was asked to accept certain certificates in lieu of 
Entrance Examination to allow these men to study vet¬ 
erinary medicine and and surgery, and many have been 
granted. Every application is taken od its merits. This 
Committee is responsible for the carrying out of the 
examinations, and it has always struck me as curious 
that the Council as a body, after it appoints examiners, 
appears to have little influence over their operations. 
The examiners can set the questions they think proper, 
they are not reviewed. I should like these questions 
placed before a revisory body very much as obtains in 
University examinations before they are submitted to 
the students. The examiners are all external, and the 
time has yet to come for the Council to appoint internal 
examiners. For the first time in history the Council 
has issued a set of instructions to the examiners, calling 
attention to different byelaws relating to conduct of ex¬ 
aminations. The Royal College, in order to popularise 
the diploma of Fellowship, restricted the position of 
examiner to gentlemen holding that diploma. The 
question arises, has the time come when the position 
should be open to all members of the profession. 
Names for election of Board of Examiners or vacancies 
in that body are advertised according to law in the 
veterinary periodicals, and gentlemen are invited to 
apply, giving references, etc. It happens that frequently 
we only get single applications for the respective 
positions and there is no competition for the position of 
examiner. When a man once becomes an examiner the 
Council presumably thinks that so long as he behaves 
himself he has a lifelong occupation. We all have our 
quips and cranks, and so have the Examiners, and in 
addition to teaching pure science we have to say “do 
not say that to so and 30 , but if so and so asks you for 
such a thing, give it him.” That may be conducive to 
getting students through the examination, but not to 
getting conscientious teaching. If I had to do a reformer 
in any way I should say that the examiners’ qualifica¬ 
tions should be open to members, and that several 
gentlemen who complied with the regulations should be 
put on a list and act by rota, or when requested. An¬ 
other disagreeable thing is when vou have just got your 
examiners appointed and one falls sick, and having no 
reserve you nave to get in the best man you can, with 
sometimes most unfortunate consequences. 
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1 have brought this subject forward with only one 
interest, and that is to forward the interest of the work 
of our Council and to stir up the general practitioner 
and others interested in our profession. 


Mr. Woods thought it was not possible to criticize 
the remarks made by Mr. Sumner because it covered so 
wide a field, and it would not be possible to give con¬ 
sidered opinions without time to think over the various 
aspecto touched upon. H e would suggest that the paper 
be printed, and discussed at a later meeting. It should 
be remembered that the ordinary practitioner has 
scarcely been in touch with veterinary politics for the 
last four years. 

Mr. Taylor agreed with Mr Woods that it was a 
matter requiring consideration before discussion took 
place. He knew one or two gentlemen present who 
could discourse on the question of parlimentary repre¬ 
sentation better than he. The question of fees tney 
were all interested in. As a Manchester practitioner 
he had pleasure in welcoming the large number of mem¬ 
bers who had come back again. He felt he had been 
transported from a humdrum life into one of enjoyment 
and fellowship with those whom he felt proud to meet 
again. He hoped they would fully support the Lanca¬ 
shire V.M.A., which had existed for a great number of 
years, and he trusted would continue to exist for a great 
many more to maintain its position amongst similar 
Associations in the Country. 

Lieut.-Col. Brittlebank congratulated Mr. Sumner 
for having dealt with so wide a field in so concise and 
effective a manner. Be said the profession is, at present, 
in a somewhat chaotic condition. This Association has 
a membership of about ninety and he supposed the 
average attendance at meetings was about twenty. If 
an association can only muster about twenty per cent, 
of its members it indicates to some extent lack of in¬ 
terest among many of them. Some, of course, are so 
situated that they cannot leave their practices. I do 
feel that the profession has at the present moment op¬ 
portunities which if lost now might not occur again for 
many years to come. I have always held the belief that 
the profession could get anything it wanted if it would 
combine; if it had sufficient feeling of fellowship one 
towards another. It is easy now to criticise Associa¬ 
tions. Councils, and Committees for work that many 
people consider they have left undone. There was a 
meeting of the National Association held in London a 
few months ago and there were not more than eight or 
nine members present. It is perfectly impossible for a 
profession to bring any pressure political or scientific, 
to bear until you get greater interest in its affairs. The 
National Association was formed and reconstituted, and 
is a great power for good, but it must have the unquali¬ 
fied support of every branch of the profession throughout 
the British Isles. There are many things before the 
profession at the present moment. The profession is at 
a crucial period of its history ; many avenues are open¬ 
ing, and will open, particularly if the profession is 
awake to secure these openings to its members. These 
opportunities should be taken and forced home with 
the full weight of the profession behind it 

To give one example, I have brought it before the 
Council—the question which may appear rather special 
as to the position of veterinary surgeons under the De¬ 
partment which has control of Milk supplies. They 
evolved a scheme, excellent in its conception, for the 
production of milk, (grades A and B) for sale to the 
public; milk guaranteed free from disease. That scheme 
was launched without any consultation with the veter¬ 
inary profession. Now if the profession is content to 
accept that position they must not grumble later on if 
tinkers and tailors, and most people unqualified to do 


anything in connection with live stock, are the people 
to protect our food supplies, because tnis is the thin 
end of the wedge, and tne profession should refuse to 
have anything to do with it for the simple reason that 
it is dishonest, not in its conception but in its execution, 
and you are launching upon the market conditions which 
cannot be fulfilled under the guarantees. That is one 
point. 

Another point. There is enormous change going on 
at present in the transfer of a great public department 
to a new department having enormous powers, namely 
the Ministry of Health. The majority of the men in 
the profession are practitioners, and the Ministry of 
Health will affect practitioners quite as much directly 
and indirectly as itVill officials. It is difficult to see 
what particular control they will take of our field of 
operations, but it will be considerable, because they are 
a new department controlled and administered by pro¬ 
fessional men (the lay element has been got rid of). 
Now it has been admitted, and it has never been admit¬ 
ted before—that the professional man is quite as capable 
an administrator as he is in the exercise of his duties in 
his profession. The Ministry of Health will control 
amongst other things, almost without a doubt, the 
whole of the food supplies of the country. There are 
advisory councils to be formed for England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, and there is no veterinary surgeons, no 
veterinary representation on these advisory councils. 
As far as we can tell there is no likelihood of getting 
representation. The only opportunity seems to be to 
attempt to get co-option on the consultative committee 
which are to be formed throughout the country. If we 
get on these committees we shall be able to approach 
the food aspect from a practical point of view, but I do 
venture to say that unless the profession takes energetic 
action, which should be drastic if necessary, it will not 
get any representation whatever either on the advisory 
or consultative councils. Then you may expect legis¬ 
lation framed in the way it has always been done, and 
the veterinary surgeon have no voice whatever. It has 
been said that the profession is not ready—that it has 
not got the men to fill all the appointments, whole time 
or part time, for an efficient public service. I differ 
from this view. Special training is required in almost 
any stage of life, and the veterinary profession will very 
soon find the men if it gets the opportunity. 

I hope the National Association will be able to take 
up these matters, but how far the profession is prepared 
to go in its political support I do not know. I am in¬ 
clined to think that nothing short of trade union methods 
will get the profession what it wants. It is an objec¬ 
tionable expression perhaps, but if the National 
Association is to do much it will need the unlimited 
support and loyalty of the profession. 

Tne question of feeB I think should be dealt with 
locally. As a matter of policy, the profession through 
the Associations should have put before them the poli¬ 
tical position, and concentrate on that point. Members 
should wake up, and come in far greater numbers to the 
meetings, and strive to get others to join and take an 
interest in the work. 

Mr.WoLSTENHOLME speaking as one of the crowd with 
respect to the immediate policy of the veterinary pro¬ 
fession in relation to the Ministry of Health, he should 
say that the profession had already provided machinery 
necessary to look after its interests, to organise and 
formulate ideas, and it expected the appointed machinery 
to do the work. It is for them to call meetings, to pro¬ 
vide lectures to the different centres where they are to 
show to the general veterinary public the necessity for 
emphasizing the matter and using their influence. A 
local lead was wanted in each centre, with the National 
as its head. If the National does not take action he 
thought it would be a dereliction of duty. 
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With respect to the examining body, it is deplorable 
for the dearth of examiners, and if there is one thing 
more than another that should be desired on the part of 
Members is to be in the front rank and to be available 
to take the part of examiners. The Fellowship degree 
was formed with the idea of stimulating the aspirations 
of the younger men to further study an achievement, 
and the restriction of examiners to those holding the 
Fellowship degree was for the sole purpose of added 
stimulus to every man to take that diploma. Evidently 
something has gone wrong. Either toe examination is 
inadequate or it is unpopular. Certainly a sufficient 
number do not take it. He would like to see it made 
more popular. Many hospital appointments in the large 
towns are open only to Fellows of the Royal College of 
Surgeons and if they had to give up these classes and 
admit only Fellows as examiners would seem to be a 
confession of weakness. 

Mr. Noel Pillers said he had taken a great interest 
in the National and he found that the meetings were 
poorly attended. He felt that this important subject 
should be discussed again, and he proposed that a special 
meeting be called at an early date and invitations be 
sent to every veterinary surgeon in the district covered 
by the Asssociation for an adjourned discussion on Mr. 
Sumner’s paper, and to formulate a policy for the future. 
Also that the paper be printed. He urged members of 
the Association to strive to get new members, and ex¬ 
pressed regret that in a small profession like their’s there 
should be so many divisions. 

Mr. Giblin thought the crux of the matter was that 
although you had many meetings >nd pass resolutions 
for the fees to be augmented you never got them. The 
Council should darw up a scale of fees for every mem¬ 
ber to charge, and if be did not do so deal with him 
accordingly. 

Lt-Col. Brittlebank seconded the proposal of Mr. 
Pillers, and it was carried. 

Mr. Minor made reference to certain resolutions of 
the East Ham Public Health Department which, 
together with other expressions of opinion he had heard 
from medical officers of health, convinced him that the 
veterinary surgeon was not wanted by public health 
authorities. He urged the profession to move forward. 

Mr. Curbishley hoped evsry member in the district 
would be invited to the adjourned meeting—and made 
welcome when he came. If necessary a small Committee 
should be formed for the purpose. 

Nominations for Membership. Mr. G. C. Lancaster, 
Burnley, by Mr. Carter • Messrs. E. L. Butters, Liver¬ 
pool. W. A. Berry, ana H. G. Rogers, Bootle, by Mr. 
Noel Pillers ; Major Dobie, Birkenhead, by Mr. Munro. 

Resignation. The resignation of Mr. J, S. Lloyd, 
Sheffield, was accepted with regret. 

Sanitary Congress , Newcastle-upon-Tyne, August 
1 st and 2nd. Mr. Pillers proposed and Mr, Wolsten- 
holme seconded that the President and Secretary be 
appointed delegates to this congress, and that their ex¬ 
penses be paid. Carried. 

Correspondence. A letter dated March 10th, from 
the Derbyshire Association was submitted which con¬ 
tained the resolution concerning “Veterinary surgeons 
at Live Stock Shows.” [This has appeared previously,] 

Lt,-Col. Brittlebank proposed and Mr. Giblin 
seconded that this matter be brought forward at the 
adjourned meeting called to discuss policy, 

Mr. Giblin gave notice of motion that this Associa¬ 
tion give a donation to the funds of the Royal College 
0 /Veterinary Surgeons. , 

The President, on behalf of himself and of the 
Association, complimented the members who had gained 
Honours in the war—Lt.-Col. Brittlebank, o.m.o. ; Mr. 
F, Hopkin and Mr. «L H. Wright, o.b.e. 


Pathological Specimens . Mr, Wolstenholme sub¬ 
mitted two renal calculi taken from one kidney of a 
cart horse. He also exhibited section of brain from a 
rabid animal, showing negri bodies stained with eosin. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Sumner and to Mr. Wolsten- 
holme closed the meeting. 


Nopal College ot 
IDeterlnarp Surgeons. 


EXAMINATIONS IN LONDON. 


At a meeting of the Board of Examiners, held in 
London on July 7th, 1919, for the Written, and 
on following days for the Oral and Practical 
Examinations, the following gentlemen passed their 
Final Examination:— 


Mr. J. E. Barnes 
E. Beaumont 
A. Bayly 
R. Catmur * 

H. J. Edwards 


Mr. F. L. Haydon 
W. J. Leyshon 
T. J. Margarson 
P. Matthews 
J. R. Pratt 


The following passed 

Mr. A. S. Canham 

E. Hughes 

The following passed 

Mr. J. H. L. Addis 
M. Bridgman 
W. J. Carless 
C. V. Dayus 

G. Eaton 

F. G. Foulston 
W. Gibson 

R. E. Glover 

The following passed 

Mr. W. Brown 
E. L. Clarke 
W. S. Codrington t 
R. C. U. Fisher * 

A. A. Forsyth 

H. C. Gregory 


sir Third Examination: 

Mr. H. S. Robinson 
C. N. Thompson 

rir Second Examination: 

Mr. J. Heath 
R. T. Howells 
N. S. King 
T. G. Marriott 
R. G. N urse 
C. R. A. Powell 
J. E. Thomas* 
R.W. A.Watchorn 

ir First Examination : 

Mr. J. Harris 

E. G. Langford * 
W. Loveless 
T. J. Reynolds * 

A. W. Stableforth* 
E. Wilkinson 


EXAMINATIONS IN EDINBURGH. 
The following passed their Final Examination: 

Mr. J. Davies I Mr. W. C. Miller* 

A. B. Hendry | C. V. Watkins 

The following passed his Third Examination: 
G. B. Purvis 


The following passed their Second Examination: 


Mr. W. Coulter 
F. A. Davidson 

E. T. Fern 

A. M. Graham 
R. M. C. Gunn* 

F. J. Hood 


Mr. A. B. K. rr 

F. E. S m *r 

G. B. Tayl r 
W. Tweed 

A. C. Urquhart 
W. R. Wallace* 


The following passed their First Examination : 


Mr. J. K. Bateman * 

H. W. Bodger 
D. Dunbar* 

W. E. Edge 
A. Fulton * 

I. A. Galloway 


Mr. J. R. Haddow 
T. J. Littler * 

A. D. McEwen * 
D. L. McWhirter 
A. McK. Sievwright 
G. V. Tyerman * 
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EXAMINATIONS IN DUBLIN. 

The following passed their Final Examination : 
Mr. D. J. Donnelly Mr. P C. McGowan 

P. J. J. Fourie A. McLean * 

J. Heffern&n J. C. Malone 

M. W. Henning* C. P. Neser* 

W. J. G. Jones* 


The following passed their Third Examination : 

-Mr. T. Anderson I Mr. J. P. Nowlan 

D. Brophy | R. J. Roe 

S. A. Evans I J. F. Timoney* 

M. J. McGing j 


The following passed their Second Examination: 


Mr. W. Anderson 

S. W. de Villeirs 
W. J. Dill 

T. J. Egan 
H. C. Evans 
W. O. Gordon 
M. A. Heffernan 
E. J. Hughes 

C. Lucey 


Mr. W. E. McDonald 
J. E. Mcllwaine 
D. D. Morton 
J. M. Murphy 
W. O’Callaghan * 

L. O’Dowd 
J. O’Kane 

M. J. Ryan 

M. W. Sheppard 


The following passed their First Examination : 


Mr. S. L. Black 

R. D. Callaghan * 
J. P. Camac * 

D. D. Corcovan * 
R. H. Gardiner 
J. J. Geoghegan 
H. D. Heggarty * 
M. Herlihy 
M. J. Joyce 
J. J. E. Kenny t 


Mr. E. A. McCarthy 
W. J. McFeely 
T. J. Maguire 
J. F. Nally 
F. O’Leary 
H. O’Leary 
J. O’Mahony 
R. W. Sainsbury 
E. F. Twaddle 


GLASGOW V. COLLEGE. 

The following passed his Final Examination ; 
Mr. J. H. Mason* 

The following passed his Third Examination: 
Mr. R. k. Moodie 

The following passed their Second Examination : 


Mr. A. Alexander 
J. Ferguson 
A. A. Hamilton 


Mr. T. H. Mitchie 
J. H. Motion 
R. M. Smith 


The following passed their First Examination: 


Mr. W. A. Burns 
T. Gillooley 
A. Houston 


Mr. C. A. McGaughey t 
J. McKellar 
J. Quinn 


LIVERPOOL V. SCHOOL. 

The following passed his Final Examination ; | 

Mr. L. L. Jones 

The following passed their Third Examination: 
Mr. T. Herratt | Mr. T. G. Summerville 

The following passed his Second Examination : 
Mr. R. Watts 

The following passed their First Examination: 
Mr. H. Thornton t | J. W. Thwaite * 

Marked thus t passed with First Class Honours. 
Marked thus * passed with Second Class Honours. 


APPOINTMENT IN MALAY STATES. 

To the Editor. 

Sir,—I have a great dislike to replying to a letter from 
anyone who camouflages himself with a nom-de-plume. 
but “ Malaya’s letter calls for a reply in the interests of 
young men seeking an appointment abroad. “ Malaya’s” 
concern is to get a good man for his department, but 
my concern is to see that young members of our profes¬ 
sion are made fully aware as to which Colonial appoint¬ 
ments are most worth seeking after. “ Malaya ” bears 
me out that the present pensionable salary is inadequate. 
The maximum pensionable salary is £540 How does this 
compare with £960 (Rs. 1,200 per mensem) of the Indian 
Civil Veterinary Department? The “bonus” is, I 
suppose, “war bonus” or is it permanent ? It is given, one 
would imagine, because £360 salary is inadequate. 

The Malay States will only get mediocre men on the 
terms offered. Compare these terms with those offered 
in the advt. for seven men for the I.C.V.D. in the same 
issue of your paper. “Malaya” is misleading in his 
remarks on 1st and 2nd class passages. It is all a ques¬ 
tion of whether one is travelling at one’s own expense. 
I have travelled 2nd class by mail steamer when going 
on and returning from leave, but to be “ sent out ” 2nd 
class by Government would be considered derogatory 
by all the men I have met abroad. 

The salary offered for this Eastern appointment is not 
such as I would advise any of my students to apply for. 
The initial salary may look tempting when compared 
with billets at home by the young man, but when, in 
in twelve years’ time he has reached his maximum of 
£540 pensionable salary, and realises that he will retire 
on the pension of that salary however much longer he 
serves, and when perhaps he is married and has a family 
to educate at home, he will be by no means satisfied ; 
but he will be told that he “ knew the terms when he 
joined and has only himself to blame.” 

Yours faithfully, 

S. H. Gaiger, f.r.c.v.s. 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
VETERINARY INSPECTORS. 

Sir,— I should be glad if you would allow me to repeat 
the items which have been adopted by the Council of 
the N.A.V.I., as fair remuneration for the responsible 
duties involved. 

For each visit and inspection £l 1 O 

For the second and every other visit on any 
other day, if on the same round as the first 10 6 
If not on the same round 110 

Re-inspections (including Parasitic Mange) 10 6 
For post mortem examination or Micro¬ 
scopical examination of blood 110 

Mileage in all cases 7£d. per mile each way (or l/3d. 
per mile the double journey from Inspector’s residence). 

The Council expressed a decided opinion that stren¬ 
uous efforts should be made to secure adoption of this 
minimum scale by every County Authority in the King¬ 
dom. 

The machinery by which this much needed reform 
can best be obtained is, I think, that, in each County, 
one or more veterinary inspectors should call together 
the whole of the inspectors in that County, adopt this 
scale of fees and forward the same to their respective 
County Authorities for the latter’s kind attention A 
report as to acceptance, alteration, or refusal, by the 
Authorities concerned should then be sent to me as early 
as possible for consideration by the Council of tbe 
N.A.V.I.—Your obedient servant, 

Kettering, June 24. Trevor F. Spencer, Hon. Sec. 
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Zinc, a normal constituent of animal tissues. 

G. Delezenne ( Antiales Inst. Pasteur) considers that, 
far from being a casual constituent of the animal 
organism, zinc is an essential component It has been 
found in appreciable quantity in all the organs of every 
animal examined. In mammalian blood it occurs to the 
extent of 15 to 25 Mgms. per litre, and is localised in 
the organised elements, especially in the leucocytes. 
The nervous centres and the thymus contain most, as 
much as 0*1 : 1000. The spleen, thyroid, and muscular 
tissue contain lese, 0‘02 : 1000. Fat and bone contain 
traces only. Zinc occurs in all the secretions. Its 
universal distribution indicates that it must play an 
important part in the life of the animal cell. 

G. Ghigliotto (Annales deg Falsifications) also con¬ 
siders zinc to be a normal constituent of the human 
body. He finds it present to the extent of 0015 to 
0*030 : 1000 in the viscera. It was also found in a bovine 
foetus ; in the flesh of fish ; in milk ; and generally in 
all foods.—Ex. Pharm. Jml. 


The Royal Sanitary Institute. 

At an Examination for Inspectors of Meat and other 
Foods held in Birmingham on July 11th and 12th, the 
following were awarded certificates :— 

Buxton, Harold, Gomal Wood; Davey, Harold 
George, Cheltenham ; Glendenning, Alan Duncan, 
Islington; McNeill. William, Glasgow ■ Markland, 
Frank, Bolton ; Parker, Harold James, Kidderminster. 

E. White Wallis, Deputy Registrar. 


A farmer near Northallerton lost 12 bullocks by eat¬ 
ing ragwort. Hay (in the late autumn! had been thrown 
on the ground on the top of clumps of Ragwort and lay 
there for some time : tne cattle picked up the partly 
fermented ragwort with the hay. 


OBITUARY. 

E. J. O’Riordon, m.r.o.v.8., Limerick. 

Graduated Dub : Dec., 1904. 
Died 19th June, 1919, Aged 40. 

The following notice has appeared in the public press: 
but we do not find the name in the Register, R.C.V.S. 
either as Member or Existing practitioner. 

Georoe Parr, aged 91, a retired veterinary surgeon 
and riding master, of Balham, who has just died, fought 
under Garibaldi, and taught the ex-Kaiser to ride. 


George Bailey, m.r.o.v.s., Dawes Road, Fulham, S.W. 

Lond: March, 1875. 
Mr. Bailey died July 2nd, aged 68. 

William Ford, m.r.c.v.s., Gurteen, Co. Galway. 

Dub: Dec., 1917. 

Mr. Ford’s death occurred March 25, 1919. 

Charles Sheather, f.r.c.v.s., York Terrace, Regents 
Park, N.W. Lond : Apr., 1877; Fellow, June, 1883. 

Mr. Sheather died suddenly, at his residence, on 
July 12, aged 64. 

Joseph H. Bates, m.r.c.v.s., Wolverhampton. 

Lond : March, 1887. 
The death occurred on Wednesday, 9th inst., of Mr. 
Joseph H. Bates, of Cleveland Street, who had been in 
failing health for the past two years. He was a son of 
the late Mr. Joseph Bates, of Tettenhall. He was well- 
known and skilled in his profession, and much sym¬ 
pathy will be felt for his widow and daughter and 
members of his family in their bereavement.— Express 
and Star. 


Personal. 

Civil List Pension. 

Among the recipients of Civil List pensions granted 
during the year ended March 31, 1919, under the pro¬ 
visions of the Civil List Act, 1910 :— 

Mrs. E. A. Mettam.— In view of the distinction of 
her late husband, Professor A. E. Mettam, as Professor 
of Pathology and Bacteriology, and of his contributions 
to Veterinary Science, £75. 


The following names (m.r.c.v.8.) appear in a list of 
new members of the H. & A. S. who were elected last 
month Capt. G. T. F. Budge, Wick ; James Cowie, 
Cornhill. Banff; Duncan Cumming, Peterculter; David 
Marshall, R.V. Coll., Summerhall, Edin. 

Horner : Hughes.— On the 5th July, at Woolwich 
owing to sudden orders for foreign service, Capt. 
Alfred Lionel Horner, m.c., r.a.v.c., only son of W. S. 
Horner, Saltford, Somerset, to Gladys Joyce, elder 
daughter of the late J. B. Hughes and Mrs. Hughes, of 
Tenby and Bath. 


Mr. Frederic Williams Day, m.r.c.v.s., of New¬ 
market, trainer and veterinary surgeon, has left property 
valued at £17,372. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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383 

178 

814 
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a) Confirmed, (b) Reported by Looal Authorities t Counties affected, animals attaoked :— 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, July 15, 1919 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 

Note. —The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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Obscure Diseases. 

Prof. Craig’s report of cases of coccidiosis in bo- 
vines in Ireland, published a fortnight ago, and that 
by Capt. L. C. Maguire which appears in this issue, 
go to show that the disease has existed there un¬ 
recognised for several years—at the least, and in 
several districts. This fact should be suggestive to 
country practitioners. It is known to exist in Great 
Britain ; it is not known to what extent, nor in what 
localities it exists. Probably, now that attention 
has been directed to it, it will be found to be more 
wide-spread than might be supposed. In some 
cases it has doubtless been mistaken for various 
diseases which are more commonly in tbe minds of 
clinicians; but it should not be difficult of diagnosis 
if tbe possibility of its existence is remembered. 
Certainly it is a disease against which our resources 
are available—as witness the results obtained by 
Capt. Maguire: and preventive measures can be 
put in force in all cases: so that it is distinctly de¬ 
sirable that the disease should be identified when¬ 
ever it may exist. 

Generally speaking, veterinary surgeons are not 
sufficiently anxious to get to the bottom of their 
cases. Nothing illustrates this better than the 
history of the discovery of Johne’s disease in 
England. When it was first described, many 
practitioners recognised it from tbe description as 
a condition they had seen. Tbe cases they had met 
had puzzled them more or less at the time; but 
they had been content with a clinical diagnosis of 
strongylosis, or perhaps of tuberculosis, without 
attempting to explain features which they had 
recognised as peculiar. A more searching spirit 
would have led to more frequent reference to labor¬ 
atories, and probably to an earlier recognition of tbe 
disease. We know now that Johne’s disease must 
have been very oommon in England long before it 
was recognised as a separate entity; and other 
diseases may exist around us still unrecognised for 
similar reasons. 

Prof. Craig’s note was avowedly published to 
stimulate further enquiry into the prevalence of 
bovine coccidiosis, and indicates the procedure to 
be followed in suspicious cases. Undoubtedly his 
suggestion might well be extended to more searching 
methods of investigating other obscure cases, and a 
wider view of all their possibilities than many 
practitioners favour to-day. Veterinary practice 
will only become what it ought to be when those 
who follow it avail themselves more frequently of 
the laboratory. 


COCCIDIOSIS IN BOV1NES. 

With reference to Prof. Craig’s article on cocoid- 
iosis, in The Veterinary Record of July 12, I was 
much surprised that he states this disease has not 
hitherto been reported in Ireland. In the summers 
of 1914 and 1915 I had several oases of cocoidiosis, 
not in one district only in Ireland, but in several. 
The symptoms in all cases were quite similar to 
what Prof. Craig describes in his article, but 
certainly the mortality was greater than what he 
states. I should like to state my experiences of 
this disease. 

In 1910 I was assistant to the late W. Dawson, 
of Cavan; during that summer an outbreak of what 
we at the time took to be dysentery occurred on a 
farm close to Corrigallen ; Co. Leitrim. In all, ten 
animals were affected, eight of which died despite 
all we could do for them. These animals varied 
from 1) to 2 years old. In this neighbourhood 
there were several other outbreaks with the same 
high mortality. At the time, we attributed these 
cases to the cattle eating some poisonous plants, as 
it was a very dry summer, the result being a severe 
shortage of grass. 

I did not see any more cases of this until the 
summer of 1914. This time the cases were more or 
less isolated, and occurred in a locality close to 
Granard, Co. Longford. Several of these animals 
died, although I tried all kinds of astringents and 
intestinal antiseptics, none of which seemed to do 
any good. The symptoms and courseware practically 
identical with what Prof. Craig describes. 

During the summer of 1915 I again had several 
isolated outbreaks. This time they were near to 
Nenagb, Co. Tipperary. I particularly noted that 
all the outbreaks I had occurred in rough mountain¬ 
ous districts. 

As none of the English text books on veterinary 
medicine seemed to throw any light on the subject, 
all stating that coccidiosis was unknown in Ireland, 
I consulted Hutyra and Marek’s book on medicine. 
Here the symptoms described under coccidiosis, 
haemorrhagic or bloody diarrhoea, were so identical 
with those manifested in the cases I saw, that I 
resolved to examine faeces and scrapings from 
bowel for the eggs of the coccidia. On microscopic 
examination the eggs or oocysts were quite easily 
found. They abounded in thousands, and there 
was no mistaking that coccidia was the causative 
agent of the disease. 

Having ascertained the cause, the next difficulty 
was to find a cure. I knew perfectly well all the 
ordinary medicinal and dietetic treatments were 
next to useless: so it occurred to me that the cause 
of the disease resembled that of amoebic dysentery 
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in man. As Ipecacuanha, through the agency of its 
alkaloid, Emetine, is a specific for this latter disease 
in man, I resolved to try this in the next case of 
cocoidiosis I should meet with. I had not very long 
to wait, for within a fortnight I had five cases on 
one farm and three on another close by. To these 
animals I gave large doses of Ipecacuanha, together 
with other astringents. The effect was most re¬ 
markable ; after about the third dose the blood in 
faeces disappeared; in about two days the diarrhoea 
had ceased, and all eight animals recovered. Since 
then, I have had several more cases and now I use 
Dover’s powders, jss doses three or four times 
daily, according to severity of the case. Since 
using this I have not, I think, lost a single animal 
suffering from this disease. The last cases I saw 
were three heifers, about 1} years old, on a farm in 
Wiltshire. These I treated as I have already 
stated, and they quite recovered in a few days. 

In 1915, when I discovered the coccidia I wrote 
an article for The Record which I was under the 
impression I had sent to the editor of this paper; 
hence my surprise when Prof. Craifj' stated the dis¬ 
ease had not been reported as having ocourred in 
Ireland. The only explanation I can offer is that 
at about the time I wrote this article I was taken 
ill with typhoid fever and was ill for ten weeks; 
hence I may have omitted to post article to Record. 
My experience will show that cocoidiosis is widely 
spread over Ireland, and also I believe quite 
common in England. 

Personally, in all cases of dysentery in young 
animals I now prescribe Ipecacuanha, on the 
supposition that it may be a case of cocoidiosis I 
am dealing with. 

L. C. Maguire, Capt., a.v.c. 


THE INDIAN CIVIL VETERINARY 
DEPARTMENT. 

I beg to draw attention, through the medium of 
your columns, to the conditions prevailing in the 
Indian Civil Veterinary Department, so that they 
may, in some small measure, be a guide to future 
entrants, if any. 

When a Veterinary Officer is recruited in England 
for the department, the pay offered at the com¬ 
mencement of his service, Rs. 500 per month, or 
£400 per annum, appears to compare favourably 
with the amount of salary which a recently qual- 
fied assistant would receive in private practice. He 
learns that his pay will increase in due course to 
Rs. 1200 per month, and that he will be in receipt 
of this amount after twenty years service, after 
which he can make no further progress. 

So much he learns; but nothing is explained to 
him as to the relative value of this amount, nor of 
the conditions under which he will have to earn it. 

After arriving in India, he soon learns that the 
salary, which appeared good in England, has not 
such a rosy hue in India, in fact, for a married man 
with a family the maximum pay of Rs. 1200 per 
month is not a living wage. 


The Department was was brought into being by 
drafting officers from the Army Veterinary Depart¬ 
ment who were in British service, and in order to 
induce these officers, who had seen the country and 
understood the conditions, to remain in the country 
for thirty years it was found necessary to grant a 
civil allowance in addition to their military pay, also 
to improve their pension and furlough pay, so that 
a colonel could receive Rs. 2000 per month with 
a minimum of Rs. 1720 p.m., and any officer going 
home on furlough, whatever his service, would 
receive a minimum furlough pay of £500 per annum. 
They could also obtain a maximum pension of £700 
per year, and a minimum, after thirty years service, 
of £620 per annum. 

It> is well to note that these conditions were con¬ 
sidered necessary thirty years ago to attract those 
conversant with the conditions of the country ; but 
now-a-days when the cost of commodities has in¬ 
creased 200 and in many cases 300 per cent, the 
maximum pay offered to Civilian officers recruited 
in England is Rs. 1,200 per month after 20 years 
service, with no increase up to 30 years, before 
which they are not entitled to retire. The retiring 
pension offered is £437. Cognizance must be taken 
of the fact that civilian officers are doing work of the 
same nature as the military officers; but the civilian 
officers come to India not knowing the value of their 
pay, and totally ignorant of the poor conditions of 
service and bad climatic conditions. 

It appears attractive from an English point of 
view that after eight years service an officer is enti¬ 
tled to two years furlough on half pay. On arriving 
in India he finds that the department is under¬ 
staffed, so that it is very difficult to obtain furlough 
at the time it is needed, because there are no reserve 
officers to do the work of the one proceeding on 
leave. 

Suppose, for instance, that an officer has been 
granted even six months leave after eight years 
service. Under what conditions would he proceed 
to England ? The amount of pay which he would 
draw would be Rs 24f>0, out of which he has to pay 
his return fare. This fare would vary a little accord¬ 
ing to the part of India in which he is stationed, 
but the average return fare, including second class 
on the boat, would not be less than Rsl300, so that 
he would have Rsll60 or about £72 to keep him in 
England for five months, that is allowing a fort¬ 
night each way for the journey as in pre-war days. 
Out of this amount he would have to buy many 
additions to his outfit, so that it is perfectly clear 
to everyone that the furlough pay is wholly inade¬ 
quate, more especially at the present time, when 
the sovereign in England is worth so little. 

These remarks on the furlough pay have so far 
only applied to the bachelor, but the lot of the 
married men is much more hopeless. If,after eight 
years service, a married officer is granted six months 
leave and takes his family to England, the whole of 
his pay is swallowed up in train and boat fares, so 
that when in England he has either to live on his 
capital or get into debt, from which it is practically 
impossible for him to emerge. 
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The above conditions may be contrasted with the 
conditions of furlough for the military officers in 
the department. As stated above, the latter pro¬ 
ceed on furlough on a minimum pay of £500 per 
annum. 

Also, consider the hardships of the married officer 
while living in India. The climate in the hot 
weather is so trying that he has to send his wife 
and family to a hill station for about six months 
each year, thereby incurring the expense of keeping 
up two establishments, as he himself cannot leave 
the plains except for a limited period. 

The Veterinary Officer is usually posted to fairly 
large stations, where expenses are naturally greater 
than in small ones, so that it is impossible for a 
married man to save anything, with tne result that 
after thirty years service he retires with a pension 
of £437 and what remains, after paying his debts, 
of the amount he has compulsorily placed in the 
Provident fund, as his only assets, and this at a time 
when his family expenses such as education fees 
etc., are often at their highest. 

Also. his pension is not transferable to the wife 
on his death, so should this latter contingency occur 
soon after the completion of service, it is clear that 
the officer's family would be practically unprovided 
for, as during his servioe he cannot afford to insure 
for any appreciable amount. 

Should an officer contract any illness sufficiently 
serious to warrant his being placed on the sick list, 
he would immediately be placed on half pay, which 
is not sufficient to keep him and his family, with 
the result that he must inevitably run into debt. 

From the foregoing remarks it will be seen that 
it is highly advisable for a veterinary surgeon who 
contemplates service in the Indian Civil Veterinary 
Department to make full enquiries before arriving 
at a definite decision. He will then be aware of the 
conditions, under which he will have serve, after 
which he will have only himself to blame if he lapses 
very quickly into the discontented state which pre¬ 
vails very strongly throughout the Department at 
the present time. 

" Ex Orients lux.” 


ANGLO-FRANCO-BELGIAN 
VETERINARY RELIEF FUND. 

To the Editor of the “ Veterinary Record.” 

Sir,—We shall be grateful if you will kindly allow us 
the use of your columns in order to call attention once 
again to the Anglo- Franco-Belgian Fund which was 
established four years ago. The object of the fund is to 
provide assistance for the repatriation of those un¬ 
fortunate Belgian and French veterinary surgeons whose 
practices lay m the devastated regions of Belgium and 
Northern France, and who in many cases have lost both 
homes and fortune. The fund is administered by a 
Central Committee in Paris, and we hoped to be able to 
transmit to that Committee from British veterinary 
surgeons a sum such as would be in keeping with our 
wealth as a nation and worthily express our sympathy 
with our unfortunate confreres. 

At the beginning of this year we sent the sum of 
£300 to France, being practically the whole of the funds 
then in hand, and we made an appeal to the profession 


for further funds. Up to date about £300 has been 
received in answer to this second appeal, including one 
subscription of £100 from an anonymous donor. We 
thiok this response is not quite what it should be, and 
we take the liberty of publishing below an analysis of 
the subscriptions for the information of the profession. 

From Veterinary Societies a sum of £119 3s. 2d. has 
been received, distributed as follows:— 

6 English Societies £59 7 0 

4 Irish Societies 46 1 6 

3 Societies abroad 17 14 8 

-£119 3 2 

The absence of any subscription from Scottish or 
Welsh Societies surely needs only to be mentioned for 
the omission to be at once remedied. 

The remaining subscriptions have come from no more 
than 168 members, the amounts being distributed as 
follows:— 


1 

of 

£100 

0 

0 



2 

» 

20 

0 

0 
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15 

0 

0 



2 

»i 

10 

0 

0 



17 


5 

5 

0 

or 

£5 

10 

t» 

3 

3 

0 

or 

3 

28 

n 

2 

2 

0 

or 

2 

107 

>1 
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less. 


May we once more appeal to the remaining 3000 
members of the profession to send some sum, however 
small, bo that the contribution sent from members of 
the R.C.V.S. may be such as we may have no reason to 
be ashamed of. 

Subscriptions should be made payable to the “ Veteri¬ 
nary Relief Fund,” and addressed to 10 Red Lion Sq., 
London, W.C. 1. 

Frank W. Garnett, Chairman. 

Jno. A. W. Dollar \ Hon. 

T. S. Price J Treasurers. 

10 Red Lion Sq., Stewart Stockman! Hon. 
London, W.C. 1 . Fred Bullock /Secretaries. 


NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

South-Eastern Division. 

A re union meeting was held at the County Hotel, 
Canterbury, on Saturday, 14th June. Mr. E. Lyne 
Dixson, M.R.c.v.s Margate, President, was in the chair, 
and there weie also present Messrs. J. Crowhurst, 
F.R.c.v.8., Canterbury; F. C. Gillard, F. C. Golden, 
H. B. Eve, Folkestone: E. Morgan, Faversham ; W. W. 
Gulleford, Hythe; A. T. Crowther, Deal ; E. W. Morris, 
Uckfield, Sussex : T. F. Hogben, Aeh ; G. Wacher, 
Ashford; Major L. Lyne Dixson, r.a.v.c., and H. P. 
Hogben, Folkestone, Hon. Secretary. 

Letters of regret at inability to attend were received 
from Lt.-Col. E. M. Perry, c.b.e., r.a.v.c., M^j. Hibbard, 

O. B.E., r.a.v.c., Capt. Austin, r.a.v.o., on active service; 
C. Roberts (owing to non-demobilisation of other veter¬ 
inary surgeons in district and own assistant) T. 
Salusbury Price, Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, A. Whicher, 
C. Crowhurst. J. Washford, J. B. Dier, T. W. Cave, 

P. Gregory, D. Pugh, and A. Spicer. Also telegrams 
from J. B. Buxton, Herne Hill; J. Bell, Catford; E. 
Ebbetts, Rochester; C. Morgan, Nonington. 

The Hon. Sec. read the minutes of the last meeting 
held on 20th January, 1917, which were confirmed. 

The President, in addressing the meeting, said: 
Gentlemen,—I wish to express my unfeigned Dieasure 
at seeingyou all once again at this meeting of theS.E. V.A. 
after such a long enforced separation. The upheaval 
which has occurred, and marred the pleasure of our pro- 
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fessional intercourse, during the last few years, needs no 
words or apologies of mine to assign reason for the 
cause. We have one and all been otherwise too engaged 
to permit a continuance of the work which we commenced 
ana carried on in the good old days of Peace. Meetings 
would have been futile. Of the members of our Associa¬ 
tion no less than twenty-one, to my personal knowledge, 
joined the R.A.V.C.Messrs. F. J.Austin, R C. Baxter, 
J. Bell, A. C. Burton, J. B. Buxton, L. B. Cole, A. T. 
Crowther, W. Caudwell, H.V. Dier, O. Dunkin, Maj. 
Edwards, R. Elliott, F. 0. Golden, F. C. Gillard, T. 
Hibbard, T. Huband, E. M. Perry, J. M. Richardson, 
G. Wacher, A. Whicher, and A. L. Wilson; whilst those 
engaged as civil Veterinary Surgeons and Transport 
Officers were: JamesCrowhurst, Cecil Crowhurst, E. L. 
Dixson, J. B. Dier, Elmer Ebbetts, H. B. Eve, T. F. 
Hogben, E. Morgan, and T. C. Toope. 

I regret if I have omitted unwittingly any names. 
How many of these gentlemen have been demobilised I 
do not know. There are a few present, will they accept 
from me, on behalf of this Association, my extreme 
gratification at their return home, and, also, my con- 

f retaliations on being Representatives of that branch of 
I.M. Forces upon which the late Commander-in-Chief 
(Sir Douglas Haig) paid such a glowing tribute of 
appreciation—the K.A.V.C. On behalf of those of our 

professional brethren, and they are not a few, who are 
at rest, I would ask you to Bimply rise and thus give 
silent expression to your sympathy and respect. 

I feel it incumbent on me as your President to make 
some reference to our Association after this long interval 
of inactivity. 

A short resume of the foundation and work of the 
Association will, I think, not be out of place, as one is 
apt to forget the good work that was being done, and 
how, just at the time war was declared, the Association, 
owing to the interest taken in its welfare by the 
members, was forging its way to the front rank as one 
of the most successful in the United Kingdom. The 
Association was founded on the 3rd of January, 1912, 
at a meeting at the County Hotel, Canterbury, at 
which there were present: Messrs. James Crowhurst, 
W. H. Crowhurst, G. W. Dunkin, Canterbury ; Prof. 
T. W. Cave, Wye, Ashford; Messrs. Elmer Ebbetts, 
Rochester; E. Dyne Dixson, Margate; T. Hibbard, 
Gillingham; T.F.Hogben, Ash,Canterbury: T. Huband, 
Wrotham ; F. C. Gillard, Folkestone; W. W. Gulleford, 
Hythe; (late) R. Roberts, Tunbridge Wells; (late) T, C. 
Toope, Dover. 

Mr. James Crowhurst (to whose initiation in con¬ 
junction with our late lamented Secretary, Mr Toope, 
the formation of the Association was in a great measure, 
if not entirely, due) was elected first President. Mr. 
Roberts, myself, and Mr. W. H. Crowhurst were elected 
Vice-Presidents; thus our little Association of Thirteen 
Members was launched, with every prospect of success, 
and before the termination of the same year, had enrolled 
an actual Membership of no less than Forty. At the 
termination of the first year, Mr. James Crowhurst was 
re-elected President for the ensuingyear, 1013. 

It was during this year, that the “Tuberculosis Order" 
was brought into force by the Government. A very 
large and influential meeting of Veterinary Inspectors 
from throughout the country assembled at the Holborn. 
They were only just initiated in the work and becoming 
proficient in the various details, and endeavouring to the 
best of their ability to assist the Government in 
mitigating, and if possible eradicating, this Bovine 
Scourge when War was declared, and owing to the ina¬ 
bility to carry on such a far-reaching Order, it was 
revoked; but there is every reason to expect, judging 
from Parliment&ry Reports, that it will speedily be in 
force again. 


On April 5th a special meeting of the Association 
was held at the County Hotel Canterbury, at which 
Fifteen Members were present, when a paper was read 
by the late T. C. Toope on the Tuberculosis Order 1913, 
dealing with ante-mortem and post-mortem examina¬ 
tions, tuberculin testings, microscopic examination, 
valuation, disinfection, remuneration, and many other 
points incidental to the Order, when an instructive dis¬ 
cussion followed. 

A General Meeting was held on May 7th at the Star 
Hotel, Maidstone, when no less than Thirty-six Gentle¬ 
men were present (this Meeting being preceded by a 
Veterinary Inspectors’ Section). At the General Meet¬ 
ing, Mr. Basil Buxton gave a practical Microscopic 
demonstration of the presence of Tubercle Bacilli in 
Milk. 

A Meeting was also held during 1913 at which Mr. 
Elmer Ebbets read a paper on Johne’s Disease and the 
differentiating symptoms from those of tuberculosis. 

At the second annual General Meeting, 1914, at the 
the Royal Mount Ephraim Hotel, Tunbridge Wells, on 
January 15th, there were thirty-two gentlemen present. 
The members kindly elected me President. Mr. W. 
Caudwell read a paper on “ Notes and Observations of 
twenty cases of Tuberculosis ” and an interesting dis¬ 
cussion ensued, after which the members and several 
ladies sat down to dinner (fifty in number) when a very 
pleasant musical evening was spent. 

Then on May 3rd there was an interesting and success¬ 
ful meeting ( nineteen members being present) at the 
Rose and Crown Hotel, Tonbridge, when Mr. E. W. 
Morris of Uckfield read a paper on “ Immunisation and 
the country veterinary practitioner.” This was followed 
by an animated discussion and exhibition of micro¬ 
scopical specimens. 

On June 3rd, members (23 in number) met a deputa¬ 
tion of the Canterbury Farmers’ Club and also the East 
Kent Chamber of Agriculture (consisting of Dr. Vipan, 
Mr. D. Brice andE. L. Gardener) with a view to discus¬ 
sing the working of the Swine Fever Regulations, and 
also of the valuing and compensation paid under the 
Tuberculosis Order. At the termination of the discus¬ 
sion, the members of the deputation thanked the Associ¬ 
ation for its very valuable information. 

That was practically the end of the Association and 
its useful work, as war was*declared shortly afterwards : 
but although only a brief outline of the principal 
meetings has been given, unceasing and untiring work 
was performed during 1912-13 and the first half of 1914. 
Amongst the foremost items was a deputation (consis¬ 
ting of Mr. Crowhurst, Mr. Roberts and myself) waiting 
upon the Kent County Council at the Sessions House, 
Maidstone, where we obtained a very considerable im¬ 
provement in the fees paid to veterinary surgeons. 

Mr. Toope (our late Secretary) was continually corres¬ 
ponding with and fighting the Insurance Companies 
with a view of altering the scale of fees then in existence, 
and formulating a scheme more remunerative to all. 

The outbreak of hostilities not only affected our own 
and other Veterinary Associations throughout the United 
Kingdom, but also put a stop to the great International 
Veterinary Congress which was to have been held in 
London on the very day that war was declared. What 
bitter disappointment this entailed to the many gentle¬ 
men who had for many months been working so hard for 
its reception, I need not dilate upon. Everything was 
thrown to the winds, and the energies of the Mother 
Country and her Colonies were directed into one chan¬ 
nel only—to unite in rallying round the British flag. 
Homes were broken up, men of a military age left their 
practices and joined the colours, and the nation as we 
all know (men and women alike) answered the call and 
acted as only Britishers can. 
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little wonder then, at the impossibility of keeping 
our little Association going. No meetings were neld 
daring the remainder of 1914. The year 1915 was a com¬ 
plete blank. In 1916 there was but one special meeting 
called and adjourned. It was during this year that we 
lost the valuable services (through death) of our old friend 
and Hon. Secretary, Theodore C. Toope. 

1917. The annual meeting was called on the 20th 
January (being the third since the formation of the 
Association in 1912). This was followed by a small 
dinner at the County Hotel, Canterbury, at which Major 
Skey, Major Walsh and Captain Wood, members of the 
Canadian A.V.C., stationed at Shomcliffe camp, were 
our invited guests. 1918 was a blank. 

I fear, gentlemen, I have wearied you with this retio- 
spective view of “Our Association,” but there is a bright 
prospective one to inaugurate which I have requested 
our non. secretary to call you together today to celebrate ; 
an Association that, on starting with 13 members, en¬ 
rols 40 by the end of the first year, increasing that to 55, 
which was the roll of members in 1914, is an Association 
to be reckoned with. 

To-day, by death, infirmity, removals and other causes, 
our roll is reduced by nine, leaving 46 in all. Our finan¬ 
cial balance, as can only be expected, is small, to 31st 
December, 1918. 

Heceipts. £ s. d. 

Subscriptions—3 Voluntary £111 6 

2 Back Subs 2 2 0 

- 3 13 6 

Balance to January 20, 1917 5 18 11 

£9 12 5 

Expenditure. £ s. d. 

A, G. Meeting January 20, 1917, 

Room 5 0 

Reporter 110 

Typist 5 0 

Petty Cash 8 0 

-1 19 0 

Balance, December 1918 7 13 5 

£9 12 5 

In conclusion, allow me to thank you most heartily 
for your attendance here to-day. Doubtless there are 
several yet to be demobilised, but I do think that we, 
as an Association, are justified in once more concen¬ 
trating our individual and collective energies in resusci¬ 
tating and furthering its interests, and to that end I call 
upon you to assist me in carrying on the business on the 
Agenda. 

After the meeting I trust that as many of you as can, 
will stay to tea. 

Election op President. 

Mr. James Crowhurst said as the oldest man in the 
room he rose with very considerable pleasure to propose 
that Mr. E. Lyne Dixson be re-elected President for the 
ensuing year. When he (Mr. Crowhurst) resigned the 
position of President, he did so with the object that 
uonours should be divided. While he was President, 
he greatly appreciated the honour but he felt it right 
that the position should be taken by another member. 
He believed that the Asssociation benefited by a change 
of President, but their present President had held office 
only during the war period, when to a large extent their 
work had been suspended, and he thought the ensuing 
year would give him an opportunity of accomplishing 
much good work for the profession. He wished Mr. 
Dixson hearty success during the ensuing year, and he 
was sure every member would do his utmost to support 
him in his office, so that they might become an efficient 
body. His one aim and object was the success of their 


Association, and he thought they might aspire to become 
as efficient as the best. If they did that it would be a 
matter of congratulation for every member of the Associ¬ 
ation. 

Mr. T. F. Hogben seconded the motion, and said Mr. 
Dixson had laboured for the Association under most 
trying circumstances, and he was sure he would do his 
utmost for the good of the Association and the profession 
generally during the ensuing year. 

Mr. Dixson said he held office for the first half of 1914, 
and he had attended all the meetings since, but he saw 
there were several younger men in the room who he 
thought might take the position. He had done his best 
during the time he had held office, but with the permis¬ 
sion of the meeting he would withdraw his name if some 
other gentleman would be proposed. 

Mr. Gillard said that Mr. Dixson had not had a full 
year under ordinary conditions, and he thought the 
meeting was anxious that he should have one year in 
[ order to display his wonderful energies with regard to 
management and organisation. He hoped Mr. Dixson 
would not withdraw because they could not have a more 
able President than he, and for the first year of their 
new life they ought to re-elect him. (Applause) 

Mr. Dixson said if it was the wish oi the meeting he 
would undertake the duties to the best of his ability. 

The proposition was then put to the meeting and 
carried unanimously. The President thanked the 
meeting for its renewal of confidence in him. 

Vice-President 8 .— Messrs. J. Crowhurst, proposed 
by Mr. T. F. Hogben, seconded by Mr. Golden, P. 
Gregory, by Mr. T. F. Hogben, and Mr. E. Morgan, T. 
F. Hogben, by Mr. Morris, and Mr. Gillard, E. W. 
Morris, by Mr. J. Crowhurst, and Mr. T. F. Hogben, 
Cecil Crowhurst. by Mr. J. Crowhurst, and Mr. Eve, 
W. Caudwell, ana T. A. Hu band, by Mr. Gillard, and 
Mr. E. Morgan were elected. 

The Council , composed of the following members: 
Messrs. E. Ebbets, T. Hibbard, J. B. Dier, G. W. Dan- 
kin, C. Crowhurst, F. C. Gillard, J. H. Ripley, E. Mor¬ 
gan, C. Roberts, was then elected en bloc. 

The President said the Association had always had 
a Veterinary Inspectors’ Committee, which met prior to 
the ordinary meetings of the Association, and consisted 
of those members who held positions under local bodies 
and discussed anything of interest to veterinary inspec¬ 
tors only. * 

The members of the Veterinary Inspectors’ Committee 
in the past had been the President, Messrs. J. B. Dier, 
C. Crowhurst, E. Ebbetts, T. Hibbard, J. H. Ripley and 
F. C. Gillard. 

Mr. Gillard proposed that any member of the Associa¬ 
tion who was an inspector should automatically become 
a member of the Inspectors’ Committee. Mr. T. Hogben 
seconded and the propositoin was agreed to. 

Hon. Secretary. Mr. G. Wacher proposed that Mr. H. 
Hogben should be re-elected Hon. Secretary of the 
Association. Mr. E. Morgan seconded. 

The President said Mr. Hogben had held the position 
since the death or their late indefatigable Hon. Secre¬ 
tary, Mr. Theo. Toope, and as President, having had 
many communications with Mr. Hogben, he could say 
that while he did not say much, he worked hard ana 
thought a lot, and he had the interest of the Association 
at heart. 

The proposition was carried unanimously, and Mr. 
H. Hogben in returning thanks, said the position of 
Hon. Secretary was a difficult one to fill, but he would 
endeavour to carry on the work for another year, and 
do the best he could to farther the interests of the 
Association. 

Messrs. T. F. Hogben and J. Crowhurst were re¬ 
elected hon. auditors on the motion of Mr. E. Morgan, 
seconded by Mr. Morris. 
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Subscriptions. 

The President said he did not see how they could 
call upon members to pay subscriptions for the years 
when no meetings were held, ana there no expenses. 
The association was then in a state of suspended ani¬ 
mation. 

Mr. Gillard said he would like to suggest that all 
members of the profession in the three counties within 
their sphere of influence, should be circularised with a 
view to their becoming members of the Association. 
They ought to point out as strongly as they could, that 
they thought it the duty of everyone in the profession 
to join, and they might also remind those members who 
have not paid their subscriptions for 1914, and ask them 
kindly to do so. Mr. Eve seconded. 

Mr. Gillard said that while the Association had 
done a lot of good in the past, it was likely to do more 
in the future if they could get every member of the 
profession in the three counties to join. The more mem¬ 
bers they could get the better. 

Mr. Gulleford said he thought members should be 
invited to join them in a more earnest manner than the 
past. The more members they could get, the better it 
would be for them all. It would also enhance that 
brotherly feeling they had for one another. 

The President thought the proposal was a good one, 
not only from the point of view of furthering their 
professional knowledge, but also from the social aspect. 
There were several matters coming forward in the near 
future that would demand their closest attention, and 
the larger the number of members they could get in 
their Association to discuss those matters the better. 
The proposition was put to the meeting and carried. 

The resolution received from the Derbyshire Veter¬ 
inary Association concerning Veterinary Surgeons acting 
at Live Stock Shows was put before the meeting. 

Mr. Gillard said that ne would like to propose that 
the Association support the Derbyshire Veterinary 
Association in regard to the first portion of their circu¬ 
lar letter. He personally thougnt that they in the 
county were strong enough to refuse to attend pro¬ 
fessionally at any horse or cattle show where there was 
any exhibition for the sale of medicines and instruments 
belonging to quack vendors. He did not think, however, 
they wanted to prevent members of the profession from 
acting as honorary veterinary surgeons at shows. 

Mr. J. Crowhurst said he should like to see the medi¬ 
cine vendors not encouraged by farmers to the extent 
that they were, but he doubted very much whether they 
would be effective in that, because he thought they were 
up against a rather powerful body. Personally, he 
would be prepared to refuse to attend a show where 
patent medicines were on sale, but he was afraid they 
would not be successful. However, he no harm in sup¬ 
porting the Derbyshire resolution. 

Mr. Gillard said that there was a clause in the rules 
with regard to all shows that before medals were granted 
theanimalshad to be examined by a qualified veterinary 
surgeon. There must be a veterinary surgeon at every 
show, and if they in a body refused to attend any show 
where medicines were exposed for sale, the Show Com¬ 
mittees could not get animals examined, and the awards 
could not be made. He thought the profession was in 
a very strong position. 

Mr. E. Morris said the suggestion would be all right 
if they could get the whole of the profession to agree, 
but there were always two or three veterinary surgeons 
in a vicinity who would not fall into line, and then the 
whole thing fell to the ground. 

Mr. Gillard said he balieved they were powerful 
enough to fight the companies. He was prepared to 
give his solemn undertaking that he would not attend 
a show were medicines were on sale. Mr. Morris said 


he was prepared to support the resolution, but he did 
not thinx they would be able to carry it out. 

Mr. Crowhurst said he did not want to discourage 
the motive of Mr. Gillard, but he was rather doubting 
whether they could command success for it. He had 
frequently refused to accept the fees offered by the in¬ 
surance companies, but there was generally someone 
ready to take on the work. There was no harm in sup¬ 
porting the proposition received from the Derbyshire 
Association and if they could induce other associations 
to support it, and thus be a strong body in opposition, 
they could carry their point without any difficulty. The 
matter rested entirely in the hands of the profession. 

Mr. E. Morgan said if they passed the resolution and 
then sent a copy on to other Veterinary Associations, 
they would eventually get the consent of all the asso¬ 
ciations. 

The Hon. Secretary said there was no doubt the 
Derbyshire Association had sent a copy of the resolution 
to every veterinary association. 

Mr. Gillard said they could agree to carry out the 
effect of the resolution with respect to shows in their 
own locality, and if the Show Committee wanted to 
bring someone down from the North to East Kent, then 
they must let them do it. 

Mr. Eve said if they pledged themselves in East Kent 
not to act at shows where medicines were sold, and a 
man in Kent did it, they could blackball him as a 
member of that Association. 

The President Baid that was a question that they 
wanted to set about in no half hearted manner. They 
wanted to say emphatically what was their intention 
with regard to the matter. They must not only record 
their vote, but if as an Association they were going to 
carry it out, they must use every possible means to gain 
their end. Otherwise it would be no good. 

Mr. Gill ard then proposed “ That with regard to the 
first proposition of the recommendations of tne Derby¬ 
shire Association, we, the members of the the South- 
Eastern Association, support such proposition, and 
agree that as far as we individually are concerned, in 
future, we refuse to give veterinary attendance at shows 
where medicines and instruments are exhibited for sale 
by ouack vendors.” 

Mr. Eve seconded, and the proposition was carried 
unanimously. 

The President said with the second portion of the 
Derbyshire Association’s recommendations he did not 
agree, because he thought if they were asked to act as 
honorary veterinary surgeons they ought to feel honoured 
rather than want to be paid. He would propose that as 
an Association they do not support that recommenda¬ 
tion. 

Mr. Gillard said the shows that were held were not 
money-making concerns. 

Mr. E. Morgan seconded, and the President’s pro¬ 
posal was agreed to. 

National Association of Veterinary Inspectors 
and Royal Sanitary Institute Meetings. 

The question of sending a delegate to the veterinary 
inspectors’ meeting in connection with the Royal Sanitary 
Institute Conference at Newcastle, in August, was next 
considered. 

The President said the Association’s funds would 
j not run to paying the expenses of the delegates’ attend¬ 
ance, but he should endeavour to be present at the con¬ 
ference, and he would be pleased if as many inspectors 
m possible could accompany him on the occasion. 

Mr. Crowhurst said it was an excellent Association 
and wanted supporting by all the means they could, and 
he was pleased to hear that their President was going to 
attend. He hoped that many members would accompany 
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^President, because it was a meeting of great interest 
v* l< ^ a deal of good throughout the profession. 

Mr. Gillard said as the meeting was going to decide 
future action on the part of the veterinary inspectors of 
tihe Association, it was a pity the funds of their Associa¬ 
tion were so low. He thought that the Association 
should have some voice in any proposals that were sub¬ 
mitted at the meeting, because they might find sugges¬ 
tions made were applicable to the North Country and 
not applicable to Kent Surrey and Sussex. It would 
be to the advantage of individual members practising 
in these counties that they should be represented. He 
would like to propose that the President officially re¬ 
present the Association. 

The President said in the crippled state of their 
Association’s finances he should he very pleased to go as 
their President at his own charges, and take any notes 
and give details at the next meeting. He would do his 
best to represent the South-Eastern Association. 
(Applause). 

Mr. Gillard said it was very generous of the Presi¬ 
dent, and he begged to propose a vote of thanks to him 
for his offer. Mr. Er Morgan seconded, and the motion 
was carried. 

Ministry of Health Act, 1919. 

A draft circular was submitted from the President of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons regarding the 
above Act, with recommendations that the Association 
and its membere should use all means within their 
power to ensure that the profession be properly repre¬ 
sented on any Consultative Councils organised under 
the Board of Health appointed by the Act 

A resolution that action be taken in accordance with 
the recommendations of the circular letter of the Presi¬ 
dent R.C.V.S. was carried unanimously. The members 
were also earnestly requested to support the finances of 
the College to the utmost of their ability, as the College 
had been unable to do what it otherwise would have 
done owing to lack of funds. 

At the invitation of the President the members then 
adjourned to tea, where a pleasant, social time was 
spent 

Inspectors’ Section. 

A Veterinary Inspectors’ meeting was subsequently 
held with the President in the chair, supported by all 
the members present at the general meeting of the 
Association. 

The question of the inadequacy of the scale of fees 
allowed to inspectors by the County Council at the 
present time was carefully considered in connection 
with the increase of fees proposed by the National 
Association of Veterinary Inspectors, and the increased 
cost of living and altered conditions of the times. 

The following revision to scale was recommended 


Microscopic examination in all cases. (An¬ 
thrax, Mange. Sheep Scab) £110 

Attendances (where not otherwise provided 
for in scale.) Ordinary visit e. g. exam¬ 
ining suspected animal 10 6 

Inspection and examination of contact 
animals 10 6 

Attendance at a meeting of a Divisional 
Sub-Committee 110 

Attendance at Market. For every hour en¬ 
gaged in a Cattle Market or any Cattle 
Fair or Public Sale requiring inspection 
of stock 10 6 

Glanders. Valuing horses, per animal 10 6 

Post-mortem examinations m all cases 110 

Travelling allowance otherwise than by rail¬ 
way, per mile one way 1 3 


A deputation composed of the President, Messrs. Jas. 
Crowhurst, F. C. Gillard, and T. F. Hogben were 
appointed to wait on the County Council. 

The Secretary was instructed to publish revised scale 
for the information and approval 01 Veterinary Inspec¬ 
tors in the County of Kent 
It was decided to hold the next meeting of the 
Association at Star Hotel, Maidstone, on Thursday, 
September 18th. 

Hugh P. Hogben, Hon. Sec. 


NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
Scottish Metropolitan Division. 

A meeting was held on Wednesday, June 4th, in the 
Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh, Mr. A. 
Gofton, f.r.c.v.s., Edinburgh, presided. The following 
members were present Professors Bradley, Gofton, 
Wilson and R. G. Linton,Edinburgh: Messrs. McKenzie, 
Kirkcaldy ; McFarlane, Doune : Taylor, Edinburgh : 
Cameron, Berwick-on-Tweed; Peggie, Biggar; ana 
Major Baird, Edinburgh. The visitors included :—Col. 
Watson, D.s.o, A.A. V.C; Capt. E. R. Steel, U.S.A., Army 
Vet. Service, and a number of representatives of the 
Australian and American Veterinary Services. 

The Chairman said that Mr. Riddoch, the President, 
was unfortunately ill and confined to bed, and was un¬ 
able to be present. The Council at its meeting a few 
days ago instructed the secretary to send a note of sym¬ 
pathy in his illness, with an expression of their good 
wishes for an early recovery, and he was quite sure 
everyone present would endorse the action of the Coun¬ 
cil. (applause). 

The Hon. Secretary (Mr. James Henderson) read the 
minutes of last meeting, which were approved The 
Secretary submitted a letter from the Royal Sanitary 
Institute requesting that a delegate or delegates should 
be sent to the congress to be held in Newcastle-on-Tyne 
July 28th to August 2nd. It was agreed that the Chair¬ 
man should represent the Society at the Congress. The 
Secretary submitted the financial statement, and said 
that it had been agreed in Council to wipe off the arrears 
of subscriptions and start afresh now. The financial 
statement was adopted. The office bearers were then 
elected, 

President : Mr. John Riddoch. 

Vice-Presidents : Messrs. Gofton, P. Wilson and Prof. 

A. Wilson. 

Secretary and Treasurer ; Mr. J. Henderson. 

Council : Prin. Bradley, Prof. Dewar, Messrs. T. M. 

Inglis and A. Baird. 

Auditors: Messrs. Baird and Riddoch. 

On the motion of the Chairman, Prof. R. G Linton, 
M.K.c.v.s., Edinburgh, was elected a member of the 
Society. 

DISCUSSION ON SPECIFIC OPHTHALMIA. 

The Chairman : I should like on behalf of the 
members of the Association present to express our plea- 




Australian Army Veterinary Corps and of our American 
Allies. It is extremely unfortunate that war conditions 
have not yet passed away; in consequence of the undue 
calls on the time of our members, the numbers present to 
meet them to-day are rather small. I think our friends 
will realise that it is not from any neglect on the part of 
our members that we have such a small attendance, it 
is simply due to the numerous calls on their time. The 

mi__ <r ._1 f n.i m if .a t\ n n -rr 




Sc. of the Australian A.V.C. and I ask him to open the 
discuBSsion on Specific Ophthalmia, a disease which has 
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been a source of trouble in the various theatres of war, 
particularly in France. 

Lt.-Col. Matson : When I was asked some little 
time ago to suggest some disease which occurred during 
the war in France which might affect conditions of 
health of animals in the United Kingdom, I thought of 
Specific Ophthalmia as one which might provide a suit¬ 
able subject for discussion this afternoon. Several 
diseases caused us considerable trouble in France, but 
we were able to deal with them satisfactorily owing to 
scientific methods having been devised and worked out 
before hand. For instance, mange—we had a fair amount 
of difficulty with mange but we knew how to deal with 
and prevent it, and we knew how to treat it We were 
also very successful in dealing with glanders and pre¬ 
venting it. But there was one disease which had not 
been dealt with satisfactorily before the war, or even 
since the war, and we have been unable to find its cause, 
that is Specific Ophthalmia. I think it a very suitable 
subject for discussion as it might lead to some further 
research into what seems to be a very probable trouble 
in the United Kingdom as well as in other parts of the 
world. I think it was the greatest cause of loss amongst 
horses and mules in France. I think we lost more ani¬ 
mals through Specific Ophthalmia than we lost through 
the action of the enemy. When I went through one lot 
of heavy horses for classification I found 30% of them 
affected in one or both eyes. Probably 5% were blind in 
both eyes. Amongst the light animals, for instance, the 
Field Artillery l the incidence was lower, as it was not 
considered advisable to send up animals which were 
affected in the eyes. You cannot expect animals affected 
in one or both eyes to be carrying up munitions, and the 
same thing applies to riding horses. It is not safe to ride 
a horse whicn is blind in one or both eyes. The result is 
these horses were disposed of, and were sent down to 
the base. Most of these animals were sold at the bases 
to butchers, and a considerable amount of money was 
recovered for them in that way. Unfortunately I have 
no figures to prove the numbers that were lost in that 
way. Probably they be will be forthcoming later on. 
Mr. Gofton will be able to tell you more about numbers, 
but we had no method of finding out about them while 
we were in the field. This disease is not new. It 
seemed to get a big hold in France during the war. 
From all I have been able to find out this disease exis¬ 
ted in Northern France and Belgium for many years, 
and a great number of the horses which came from 
America became affected in the eyes. I don’t think 
they were affected when they were bought, but they 
became affected afterwards. It also appeared amongst 
the English horses and amongst our Australian horses, 
and after the fighting ceased I was able to find out 
that a considerable number of German Army horses 
as well as German Civilian horses were affected in the 
same manner. When the Australian Corps came from 
Egypt we had a few cases with us. 

Many of you are quite familiar with the disease. 
There is very little shown in the text books published 
in English on the subject; but I am certain, every one 
who has been through the war is familiar with it. For 
the benefit of those who are not, I will tell you a few 
things about it. It is usually ushered in by a fairly 
mild attack. Commonly one of the eyes is closed ana 
tears are running down the face of the animal, which 
seems very sensitive about the eyes. It recovers usually 
in a few days, and probably in four or five weeks the 
animal has another attack. The first attack is fairly 
mild, the later attacks become more severe. 

But experience Beems to prove that an animal which 
is once attacked in one eye or both eyes will ultimately 
become blind in one or both eyes. I could not verify 
that, bnt from our experience in the field every horse 
that becomes affected in an eye will ultimately become 


blind in that eye and probably in both. Sometimes it 
becomes blind after three or four attacks and sometimes 
after seven or eight. 

On the question of contagion there has been a great 
deal of discussion, and opinions which are very contra¬ 
dictory have been expressed. In 1917 in France we had 
a conference of veterinary surgeons, Army administr¬ 
ative officers, and several bacteriologists, and there 
was much difference of opinion as to its being contagious 
or non-contagious, and we came out after several hours 
discussion knowing as much about it as when we went 
in. I am afraid when I finish you will know just as 
much about it. (Laughter) It has appeared in Northern 
France and Belgium for many years, but its occurieoce 
amongst the military horses was sporadic. It was not 
in any way in the nature of an epidemic. Taking a bat¬ 
tery of 100 horses you would find one horse in one sec¬ 
tion with it, and probably three or four days later you 
would find another at the other end of the line with it, 
and its incidence was fairly regular. You would go on 
getting cases, but seldom you would get one horse 
attacked which was next to another which had the 
disease. Of course if that did occur it was not evidence 
of it being directly contagious. 

With regard to it being artificially given to an animal, 
a great many experiments were made, some very simple 
and some going very deeply into it. Very often the 
discharge from the eye was simply taken on a swab and 
rubbed on to another eye, but in very few cases has any 
result been got from this. The results were so incon¬ 
clusive that it is quite likely the animal that did take it 
in this manner would have become infected in the ordi¬ 
nary course of events. In another corps some experi¬ 
ments were made by injecting fluid from the anterior 
chamber of diseased eyes into the anterior chamber of 
sound eyes. One animal, perhaps, was attacked; several 
others did not get it, ana the evidence of these experi¬ 
ments was that the disease could not be transmitted in 
this manner. I believe in some places this disease is said 
to be hereditary. I do not think there is much in the 
argument, because English horses are fairly subject to it, 
practically just as much so as horses from America, 
where the disease has been known for a long time, ana 
our Australian horses also got as much of the disease as 
the others. I never saw the disease in Australia before 
the war, but our horses were subject to it in the war 
theatre. Perhaps the most definite thing was some 
work done by Captain Dalling at the end of last year. 
I have his article nere. He states he discovered what 
he describes as a nerve bacillus in sections from the op¬ 
tic nerve, and he had no difficulty in making cultures of 
it. He also prepared a vaccine with which he states he 
has had good results. This work was done fairly late 
in the war, and we had not much chance of finding out 
the value of it. I don’t know if he has done anything 
since, but possibly he might be on the right track. 

The symptoms are lachrymation; the eye is closed, 
and you find some conjunctivitis with distinct photo¬ 
phobia. You also get a yellowish precipitate m the 
anterior chamber which falls to the lower part. Some¬ 
times there is just a thin line of precipitate; sometimes 
there is a fair amount of it. You get in the early stages 
congestion of the blood vessels of the cornea, which 
generally after the first attack becomes opaque. The 
other symptoms seem to vary. In some cases we get 
cataract. The crystalline lens becomes quite opaque— 
the clear opalescent cataract that is seen occurring from 
other causes. It was not uncommon to see an 
blind in both eyes. You could easily tell that an animal 
had had one or more attacks as it came towards you : 
you could see one eye considerably smaller than the 
other one. Sometimes we got adhesions forming between 
the iris and the lens, but not in all cases. 
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The aymptoma which appeared on the first attack 
iwe mote marked at each subsequent attack, until the 
uum&l became blind. I understand there has been very 
bwie tound in the way of changes in the optic nerve. 
The treatment used has been rather interesting. I 
think what seemed to be favoured most was the injection 
oi one cubic centimetre of Lugol’s solution into the 
supra-orbital fat. Some success was claimed for it be¬ 

fore the war, but I am very doubtful about it myself. 
Two of my officers made some experiments. They were 
for some time in fairly large stables, and they had a fair 
number of cases. One used Lugol’s solution and the 
other used none, and it was difficult to find which treat¬ 
ment was the most successful. 

The first thing is to cover the eyes. It seemed to 
impede the symptoms to a certain extent; and bathing 
with hot water and applying pressure seemed to be use¬ 
ful. I think the most successful treatment was the use 
of atropine : there seemed to be a fair amount of success 
with it. It certainly seemed to prevent adhesions. 
Other people recommend during the treatment that an 
aloes purgative should be given. But I think our great¬ 
est hope seems to be the probability of a vaccine treat¬ 
ment if the disease is one caused through micro organ¬ 
isms. I do not think there is much doubt that the 
disease will become fairly common in the United King¬ 
dom. I believe it is already pretty common in America. 
The reason I think this discussion will be valuable is 
the possibility of stimulating investigation. If we can 
find ont anything it will be valuable, because there is not 
much doubt we are going to have trouble with it. 

Capt. E. R. Steel, b.v.m., American Army Veterinary 
Corps.—I was asked to present the American point of 
view on this disease. Unfortunately I have no figures 
from the Army. I do not know of any that have been 
gathered. I have had some experience in the field and 
m practice. The disease has been with us in America, 
I tnink, for the last fifty years anyhow, but we have 
made no solution of the problem of its cause and dis¬ 
tribution. This new treatment that is over here, the 
vaccine, is probably the most favourable—at least it is 
the most optimistic. In the field, animals have been 
brought to my hospital and treated, atropine being used 
to dilate the pupil to prevent adhesions, alternately with 
solutions of eserine which you know causes contraction. 
We hope something will come of this new work on the 
infectious character of the disease. We had a hospital 
working during the last six months of the war, but most 
of our time was occupied with the treatment of mange. 
But the investigators in the States will possibly do some 
more work in future on specific ophthalmia. We are not 
afraid of the disease in America. It is not a highly 
contagious disease. Possibly one or two animals on a 
farm become affected. It is a popular opinion among 
the farmers that nearlv all the colts from a stallion 
affected with specific ophthalmia will become blind 
between the ages of four and seven. They are not born 
blind, but they become blind later on. 

The Chairman (Mr. A. Gofton): I do not propose to 
keep you any length of time because the ground has 
been fairly well covered by the previous speakers. In 
the first place I was surprised to hear Colonel Matson 
express the extent to which he viewed this disease as a 
serious factor in the armies. At one time, and when the 
greatest amount of discussion was taking place in respect 
of this disease, I was led to understand tnat the total of 
horses affected in the British Army did not exceed one 
per cent. I think one may take it as exceeding that, 
but even exceeding that I do not think it was such a 
very serious factor as it would at first appear to be. 
Certainly when yon got a large number of affected 
Miimak together in one centre it appeared to be much 
more serious than probably it was m reality. 

Ophthalmia is an inflammatory disease, but it is not 
confined to any particular portion of the eye, all portions 
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of the eye share in the change in some degree. Mention 
was made of the change in the cornea. It is quite 
certain that in all but the most acute attacks you can 
see marked changes in the iris before the changes have 
become pronounced in the cornea. Steaminess and 
opacity quickly appear at the periphery, but before they 
extend right over the surface of the cornea you can see 
very distinctly changes in the iris on a very simple ex¬ 
amination of the eye. One of the first changes is the 
loss of lustre in the iris, which is very pronounced, and 
firm contraction of the pupil. While these parts are 
primarily and most obviously affected, all parts of the 
eye share in the changes which take place, Indeed, that 
is very obvious when one comes to examine eyes in the 
later stages of the disease, when one can determine, in 
the absence of obvious change in the cornea, very dis¬ 
tinct and very obvious changes in the retina and pos¬ 
terior chamber which result either in the total loss of. 
vision, or its reduction to such a point that for practical 
purposes the animal must be regarded as blind. 

Blindness is an almost certain factor resulting from 
this disease, and it is not an easy matter to estimate 
what would be the average length of time between the 
first attack and the ultimate blindness. One has known 
horses attacked with this disease in which the symptoms 
never abated from the time they first appeared till the 
horse became blind, and even after blindness supervened 
acute symptoms persisted. In such cases the only way 
of giving relief to the animal and restoring usefulness 
was the removal of the affected eye, a procedure neces¬ 
sarily only applicable when the disease whs limited to 
one eye. Wnile that sometimes occurs, one may find on 
the other hand as long an interval as a year or eighteen 
months occurring between attacks. 

Another point which was raised is that a horse which 
has had a series of attacks and which has become blind 
is very much less liable to a recurrence of acute symp¬ 
toms. At one time I had for a number of months 
about 300 blind horses under my observation, and it was 
my experience every morning to find one, two, and three 
more horses pulled out which manifested a recurrence 
of symptoms in the blind eyes. There is a diminished 
probability of the appearance of acute symptoms, *>ut 
not immunity. A point of interest is whether this 
disease is infectious or not. I think he would be a rash 
man who asserted positively that this was not an infec¬ 
tious disease. At the same time there is no definite or 
clear evidence to show that it is actually contagious. 
While I have not been satisfied that the disease is con¬ 
tagious I am not prepared to say that the other view— 
that it is not contagious, is correct. 

Reference was made to attempted transmission from 
one animal to another. I myself carried out a number 
of attempts to transmit the disease. I tried the transfer 
of the fluids and exudates from the anterior chamber of 
affected eyes to the anterior chamber of sound eyes. I 
also removed portions of affected iris and transferred 
them into sound eyes, but without exception these 
attempts at transmission were failures, as were also 
attempts by the transfusion of blood from animals with 
acute attacks of the disease to animals which were 
healthy. In no case was there the slightest evidence of 
infection. While that is so, these attempts do not by 
any means exhaust the methods of transmitting infection, 
and there is plenty of room for further observations to 
be made determining—or otherwise, the infectivity of 
this disease. As regards the nerve bacillus discovered 
by Captain Dalling, I have read his article, and one 
appreciates the work Captain Dalling has done in France; 
but with all respect to that work one can only say that 
a good deal has yet to be done before the real relation¬ 
ship of this bacillus to the disease is determined. One 
cannot say more than that at the present time. 

Just a word with regard to the actual causes of the 
blindness in this disease. The blindness in the majority 


44 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


July 26, 1919 


of cases is due to false cataract, that is to say it is due 
to a firm deposit on the front of the capule of the lens, 
occluding the opening of the pupil. Apart from that, 
we find other causes which are responsible for blindness. 
One of these is dislocation of the lens, either anterior or 
posterior. We find also deposits in the posterior cham¬ 
ber, often in considerable quantity, ana sometimes in 
flakes of considerable size. I always regard an animal 
ib which these deposits are found as very uncertain and 
dangerous, because sometimes his vision is good and 
sometimes it is very bad. It all depends on the position 
of the flakes in relation to the line of vision. If they 
are in the line of vision the vision is bad ; if they are 
clear of the line of vision the vision is better. In addi¬ 
tion to the causes mentioned one not infrequently finds 
detachment of the retina responsible for blindness. 
Further, there are some cases in which there is a distinct 
and obvious change to be found in the fundus of the eye 
which can be very easily seen on examination with an 
opthalmoscope. You can detect it as being something 
which is not normal, and associated with it you find 
pretty well a complete loss of vision. 1 am unable to say 
what the pathological change is in these cases. 

I want to say one word with regard to the diagnosis 
of this disease in eyes during the quiescent periods, 
because I think that it is of material importance to be 
able to recognise an eye which has been affected with 
ophthalmia, in which vision has not been lost, and in 
which there are no acute evidences of disease. These 
eyes can be detected even after a mild attack leaving 
very little obvious change in the eye, if you go about in 
the right way. I like to examine with an ophthal¬ 
moscope and also with the naked eye. If you want to 
detect these eyes get the horse with the direct rays of 
light shining straight into his eves. You can then pick 
up at once by some little loss of lustre in the iris— which 
is a certain legacy of even a mild attack, together with 
a slightly ragged edge around the opening of the pupil. 
For seeing deeper parts of the eye you must have an 
ophthalmoscope, and I used one which was made very 
simply by a tinsmith, with an ordinary torch, a piece of 
buiscuit tin and a small portion of a broken mirror. It 
answered equally as well as the orthodox instrument. 
Atropine is of material value before making the exami¬ 
nation, and, to be satisfactory, you require to allow the 
atropine to be in the eye for a couple of hours before 
making the examination. 

As to treatment, mention was made of the use of in- 

I 'ections of iodine into supraorbital fat. I never saw one 
torse which in my opinion, received the slightest atom 
of benefit from its use. I think the only treatment which 
did give any measure of satisfaction—I won’t say it was 
wholly satisfactory—was the use of atropine, and I 
think atropine did materially relieve the discomfort and 
pain whicn the horses suffered during an attack. I 
think it tended to cut short the progress of the disease 
by resting the iris. 

Replying to a question, the Chairman said atropine 
was repeated daily or every second day, and an ointment 
was used in preference to lotion. 

Mr. Cameron : There was an Army circular came 
round about ophthalmia, and it said m America they 
they had a similar disease which was proved on inves¬ 
tigation to be due to the feeding of cottonseed cake. 

Captain Steel : I have heard about the condition. 
I believe the feeding of cottonseed cake had nothing 
whatever to do with the cases of specific ophthalmia. 

Professor Linton : The circulars have been many 
and varied. Cottonseed and product of cake does con¬ 
tain a substance, an alkaloid, which produces certain 
symptoms, but it never produces anything like specific 
ophthalmia. There is one point in connection with this 
disease which has not been mentioned, and that is the 
great prevalence of the disease during the Boer war, and 


one wonders whether the conditions have any close con¬ 
nection with the disease itself, or whether the disease 
is truly infectious. It has of course cropped up from 
time to time in isolated cases in this country, but as 
for being infectious, we in this country are not inclined 
to consider it so. Isolated cases have occurred in the 
stable, and other animals have been in close contact, 
using the same utensils, and the disease has not spread. 
But it caused a great deal of trouble during the Boer 
war, and one is inclined to think that the conditions 
under which the animals are kept must be a pre-dis¬ 
posing factor. 

Major Baird : I have seen nothing of the work 
abroad, but although we have had plenty of horses 
through our hands on the way from America, we never 
had an outbreak of ophthalmia here. We had sporadic 
cases of it, but never more than one at a time, and cer¬ 
tainly not more than one per cent. As a general 
practitioner I have seen just as many cases of it before 
the war as I have ever seen amongst the horses both, 
going and coining from the front. One would have 
imagined that if the disease was of a contagious nature 
and so prevalent we certainly would have some of it 
sent back to us. In all these repatriated horses sent 
back here we hardly have had a case of it, and so there 
must be something in the surroundings to produce it. 
I have listened with very great pleasure to the re¬ 
marks made, but that is my experience. It does not 
seem to be a disease of Great Britain. Whether it will 
become prevalent afterwards or not we do not know, 
but with all these horses which came back from over¬ 
seas we had very little of it. 

Colonel Matson : With regard to the one per cent, 
probably a great deal more than one per cent of the 
animals were affected with ophthalmia, either in the 
acute stage or in the latent stage. 

Mr. J. Taylor : Nearly all the horses I ever saw with 
ophthalmia in Edinburgh with Mr. Rutherford were 
Canadian. At oDe time a certain jobmaster was bring¬ 
ing a lot into Edinburgh, and a big contractor was also 
getting them, and these were the only two places we 
used to get specific ophthalmia. I have often wondered 
if it is common across in America, because it was 
always in American horses we got it. At the present 
time since the horses have been repatriated, and we are 
getting a lot from this City, I have had several cases 
of azoturia and the cases are all in .American or Canadian 
horses. 

Mr. Peggie : As a general practitioner I would like 
to ask the Presidident if, in the cases of specific ophthal¬ 
mia he has noticed at the front he always found it as a 
condition per se. Is there any experience of a type of 
specific ophthalmia in cattle and sheep 1 

Capt. J ones : I found in France the practical immunity 
of mules to this disease. I also take leave to doubt, 
Mr. President, the one per cent, theory. I had a good 
deal of experience, and I am of opinion that the preva¬ 
lence was much greater. Prof. Ainsworth-Wilson and I 
have had a considerable number of animals to examine 
which arrived from the States and Canada, and at one 
time the examination of mares was included. These 
mares were branded with the intention of their being 
returned to this country for breeding purposes. That 
examination led me to make a cursory examination of 
the eyes of all remounts and of horses going overseas, 
and I came to the conclusion—I admit the examination 
had to be of necessity quickly performed—that two per 
cent, of the animals arriving from the States and Canada 
showed evidence more or less of specific ophthalmia. 
Certainly, of those I examined more or less carefully for 
breeding purposes two per cent, were rejected for 
evidence of specific ophthalmia. I have nothing to add 
with regard to treatment. I have tried the ordinary 
methods and I agree that injections of Lugol’s solution 
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are of no value. The only drug which has any effect is 
atropine, but it is purely palliative. 

The Chairman : One point raised is with regard to 
the greater prevalence of this disease under war con¬ 
ditions against ordinary civil conditions. Well, it is just 
a question really whether it prevails to a greater extent 
under war conditions than it does under normal con¬ 
ditions. We see it to a greater extent under war con¬ 
ditions because we have then larger collections of horses 
than ever exist under peace conditions, and in that way 
it is brought much more forcibly to our notice. Whether 
its occurrence is actually greater or not, I am not pre¬ 
pared to say. There seems to be a little difference of 
opinion with regard to this one per cent. I mentioned 
it to you because I was struck with Colonel Matson’s 
statement that he found as high a percentage as 30 per 
cent, in some of his units. 

In connection with the infectivity of this disease, I do 
not quite see that it can be excluded from the class of 
contagious diseases because it occurs more or less 
sporadically. I mentioned in my opening remarks that 
one would be very rash if one went so far as to say 
definitely that this disease is non-contagious. Tetanus 
is a contagious disease, and it occurs sporadically. One 
cannot say that ophthalmia may not fall into a similar 
category. Our knowledge at the present time is incon¬ 
clusive. So far as I know there is nothing whatever 
written of any value with regard to the histo-pathology 
of this disease. On the question raised by Mr. Peggie 
as to whether this disease occurred by itself, so far as 
my experience goes you find it occurring under all con¬ 
ditions. You may find it occurring alone and also some¬ 
times in a horse which is the subject of some other 
disease, but that other disease is not a factor in the 
development of ophthalmia. As to the immunity of 
mules, if you worked out percentages you would find 
that as a matter of fact mules are attacked just as fre¬ 
quently as horses. 

The Hon. Sec. (Mr. James Henderson) moved a vote 
of thanks to the gentlemen who had taxen part in the 
discussion. They had had, he said, a valuable and 
successful meeting. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman concluded the 
proceedings. 


ANIMALS (ANAESTHETICS) BILL. 

A Select Committee of the House of Lords, with Lord 
Willoughby de Broke as chairman, met on Monday, 
for the first time to consider the Bill to make further 
provision for the protection of animals from cruelty. 

The schedules deal only with operations on horses, 
dogs, cats, and bovines, but the Billjwould empower the 
Board of Agriculture to order the use of anaesthetics 
for such other operations on domestic animals as might 
be thought advisable, after full inquiry, and after sub¬ 
mitting a Draft Order to each House of Parliament for 
30 days. 

Sir Stewart Stockman, Chief Veterinary officer of 
the Board of Agriculture, gave evidence in support of 
the proposals in the Bill. 

Major Hobday, F.R.C.V.S., in his evidence, said that 
be was operating daily, and was strongly of opinion that 
a local or general anaesthetic should be compulsory for 
every operation. In that respect he would go beyond 
the scope of the Bill, and compel the qse of an anaesthetic, 
to prevent pain. 

With regard to the sub-section which would prevent 
anyone except a veterinary surgeon administering anaes- 
thetics Major Hobday said that the effect of that would 
be tbit two veterinary surgeons would be required for 
every operation . That was unnecessary, as anaesthetics 


administered under the direct supervision of a veterinary 
surgeon would be sufficient. He thought that no opera¬ 
tion should be performed on any animal by anyone ex¬ 
cept a qualified veterinary surgeon * but that was hardly 
a practical proposition, because, in country districts, 
where lambs ana pigs had to be dealt with in large nuiu- 
bers, there were not enough veterinary surgeons to per 1 
form the necessary operations. At present it was 
necessary to permit unregistered men to perform mipor 
operations. 

In further evidence, it was stated that in Great Britain 
there were about 2,500 registered veterinary surgeons 
and about 40 million domestic animals, not counting cats 
and dogs. 

Tuesday. 

Mr. Lamb, on behalf of the Scottish Board of Agri¬ 
culture, 8Aid that if the Bill was passed there should be 
a postponement for two years of the operation of the 
clauses regarding dishorning cattle. The provision that 
anaesthetics should only be administered by a veterinary 
surgeon could not be carried out in Scotland, where one 
man’s district frequently covered many miles. 

Sir John M‘Fadyean, Principal of the Royal Veter¬ 
inary College, denied that the introduction of the Bill 
was by, or at the instigation of, the College. He con¬ 
tended that all the operations included in the schedules 
were severely painful, with the possible exception of the 
docking of the tail. Such operations could not be per¬ 
formed without the use of the twitch, which was so 
painful to horses as to be a veritable torture. 

Answering Lord Chaplin, the witness withdrew the 
wore “torture” in relation to the twitch, and substituted 
the words “excruciatingly painful.” 

Lord Chaplin! : Don’t you know that there are some 
horses which cannot be shod without a twitch being 
used, for fear of their kicking the operator]—Yes, I 
think so : and I am certain that it causes them pain. 

Lord Chaplin : I have had fifty years’ experience, 
and I know as much about horses as most people, and I 
say it is perfectly ridiculous to say a twitch cannot be 
used without causing extreme pain. I don’t agree with 
you at all. 

Sir John : I have come here to give my opinion, and 
I have given it, and I must respectfully disagree with 
your lordship. 

Lord Chaplin : And the use of the twitch, you say 
to be effective, must cause excruciating pain ]—Yes. 

The witness said the inconsistency of the existing law 
was shown by the fact that he could not do more than 
cause a pin-prick of pain for the purpose of acquiring 
knowledge, but other people, for the purpose of im¬ 
proving the value of the animal, could cause a hundred 
times the pain. 

At the close of his evidence Sir John apologised if he 
had spoken too strongly. 

The Chairman : Please don’t attempt to apologise 
for speaking plainly. The trouble in these days is tn&t 
public men do not speak out plainly enough. 

Prof. Macqueen, Professor of Surgery, Ryl. Vet. 
Coll., London, supported the Bill, 

Mr. Finlay Kerr, superintendent veterinary inspec¬ 
tor for the Veterinary Branch of the Department of 
Agriculture in Ireland, said a great number of Irish cat¬ 
tle were exported to England and Scotland, and the im¬ 
posing of the obligation to use anaesthetics for dishorning 
would seriously effect Irish breeders. If the clauses 
were postponed for two years all cattle that now had 
horns requiring operation might be dealt with as at 
present, and the cattle of the future could be so dealt 
with when calves that there would be no need for such 
an operation. He had seen the operation ct dishorning 
many times—both by clipping off the top of the horn 
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with shears, and also by the horn being sawn through. 
Both operations were of a brutal character, and caused 
animals excruciating pain, during which they roared and 
struggled. 

The Chairman : You say this is a brutal operation, 
and yet you say you wish it continued for two years 
The Department thinks it necessary in the interests of 
the trade. 

The Chairman : You say it is a brutal operation. It 
will be equally so during those two years. I cannot say 
I am very much surprised. Your proposal is to let the 
breeders have the benefit of the prices they get for cattle 
without any obligation to adopt humane methods in 
their operations on the cattle. You will perpetuate the 
process you have already condemned. 

Answering another member of the Committee, the 
witness said it could be made comyulsory for the animals 
to be shipped with the horns for those two years. 

The Chairman : Your proposal, shortly, is to take 
the cash and let the animals suffer pain. I have nothing 
further to ask you. 

Wednesday. 

Mr. J. Lennox gave evidence on behalf of the Far¬ 
mers’ Union of Scotland. The union, approved the 
principal of avoiding pain in animals, but considered 
the Bill in its present form unworkable. Unless amen¬ 
ded it would become a dead letter or lead to wholesale 
purosecutious. The Bill proposed that a general ansethe- 
tic must be administered when cattle over six months 
old were being dishorned. The operation was equally 
painful under six months, it was doubtful whether great 
pain was caused, and it only lasted ten or twenty 
seconds. It would be impossible to give anaesthetics to 
Irish store cattle, which were being imported in large 
numbers, but it was necessary to dishorn them, as other¬ 
wise they gored each other. Many of the scheduled 
operations were practically painless. He did not under¬ 
stand who put amputation of limbs in the schedule. He 
never saw a horse with a leg amputated in his life. 

The Chairman : “Not even in Scotland 1 ”—“No 
never.” 

The witness added that dogs could not be chlorofor¬ 
med as it was fatal to them. He did not think 
anaesthetics were necessary when a horse’s tail was 
being docked, as the operation only lasted half a second. 

. The Chairman : Why is it necessary to dock horses’ 
tails ?— Because they get their tails over the reins and 
kick. 

The Chairman : I have driven horses of all kinds 
for a good many years, and I think it is much safer to 
drive a horse with a long tail, because if it gets its tail 
over the rain it is longer and easier to handle, and as it 
has not been docked he will allow it to be handled. 
A horse that has been docked is much more likely to 
kick. 

Mr. Lennox agreed that a horse with a docked tail 
was more likely to kick, but said the animal had not the 
same chance of getting his tail over the rein. He agreed 
it was probable that the improvement of anaesthetics 
would make the application of local anaesthetics easy, 
and he considered some legislation desirable. He would 
like to see unqualified persons allowed to give local 
anaesthetics. 

Replying to Lord Stanhope, the witness said he did 
not tnink animals so sensitive to pain as human beings. 
Dishorning was no more painful to an animal than the 
removal of a finger nail from a man. 

The. Committee adjourned. 


Original articles and reports should be written on one Bide 
of the paper only and authenticated by the names and 
addresses of writers, not necessarily for publication. 


Meat Loss from Disease. —U. S.A. 

The Federal campaign to eradicate tuberculosis has 
been divided into three well-defined projects. The first 
is the eradication of tuberculosis from individual herds 
of pure bred cattle ; the second is the eradication of 
cattle tuberculosis from circumscribed areas ; the third 
is the eradication of tuberculosis among swine. 

It is estimated by officials in close touch with avail¬ 
able records that 15 per cent, of pure-bred cattle in this 
country are affected with tuberculosis. In grade cattle 
and swine the percentage of infection is gradually in¬ 
creasing, as shown by post mortem tecords in establish¬ 
ments where meat inspection is maintained. 

The 1919 agricultural appropriation bill just passed 
by Congress provides that the Federal (Government 
shall pay indemnity to owners whose cattle are slaugh¬ 
tered because they have been found infected with tuber¬ 
culosis. 

The Department of Agriculture is to pay one-third of 
the difference between the appraised value of the cattle 
and the salvage value of the slaughtered animals, pro¬ 
vided that the State, county, or municipaliy in which 
the cattle are owned and kept is co operating in the 
tuberculosis work and pays at least an equal amount to 
the owner. In no case is the Federal Government to 
pay more to the owner than is paid by the State, county, 
or municipality. No payment by the Federal Govern¬ 
ment is to be more than $25 for any grade animal or 
more than $50 for any pure-bred animal, and no payment 
is to be made unless the owner has complied with all 
quarantine regulations. 

Another important development was the unanimous 
adoption by breeders and livestock sanitarians of national 
reputation of regulations for accrediting pure-bred herds 
of cattle. This action, marked the co-ordination of efforts 
of individuals and the State and Federal Governments. 

The Department of Agriculture has issued its first list 
of herds officially accredited as free from tuberculosis. 
The herds numbered on that date approximately 240. 
The list also named herds that had passed one successful 
test. They must pass another annual test successfully 
before being placed on the accredited list. 

The annual loss from tuberculosis among cattle and 
hogs in the United States alone is stated by the Govern¬ 
ment to be at least $40,000,000. This is a loss that 
should have been checked long ago .—National Pro- 
visioner , New York. 


Motor Spirit Licence Duty. 

The following are extracts from Finance Bill, 1919:— 
“ Sec. 12. (1) As from the first day of May, nineteen 
hundred and nineteen, the excise duties upon motor 
spirit made in Great Britain or Ireland, and on the 
licence to be taken out annually by a manufacturer of 
motor spirit, shall cease to be chargeable. 

(2) As from the seventeenth day of May, nioetren 
hundred and nineteen, sections fifteen and sixteen of 
the Finance Act. 1916, which relate to motor spirit 
licence duty shall cease to have effect.” 


THOSE CHEAP SNEERS. 

Sir, The following is worth noting 

“Why Tuberculosis Spreads. 

How tuberculosis among cows is spread was related 
by Mr. L. Mackenzie, a well-known Devonshire medical 
man, at the last meeting of the Devon County Council. 

In order to emphasise the necessity of the executive 
and agricultural committee doing all in their power to 
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assist in the fight against tuberculosis, Mr. Mackenzie 
told the following story :— 

* I went to a farm in North Devon the other day, 1 he 
said, k and there I saw two cows, which were very ill 
indeed. The farmer told me a veterinary had been 
treating them for asthma and diarrhoea. 

As a matter of fact, they were both in an advanced 
stage of consumption. 11 

Mr. L. Mackenzie ought to be made to substantiate 
his story, and to state what qualifications he possesses 
to diagnose tuberculosis in cattle. I don’t suppose he 
has ever heard of Johne’s disease, or even seen a simple 
case of diarrhoea in the cow; and the introduction of 
the asthma (in cattle) side-line seems to indicate from 
the veterinary point of view that the tale was pure 
invention on his part. 

I wonder what would be thought of a veterinary 
surgeon who said:—“ I have seen two human patients 
in bed to-day. They both had typhoid fever, out the 
doctor was treating tnem for pneumonia”—Yours truly, 

G. Mayall. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE, 


Buckingham Palace. July 12. 
The King held an Investiture in the Ball Room of 
the Palace at 11 o’clock this morning. 

The following were severally introduced into the 
presence of The King, when His Majesty conferred 
decorations as follows :— 

The’Military Cross. 

* * * * 

Capt. Harold Stephenson. 


War Office, July 16. 

The King has been graciously pleased to confer the 
Territorial Decoration upon the follg. Officers of the 
TJ. who have been duly recommended for the same 
under the terms of the Royal Warrant dated Aug. 17, 
1908, as modified by R.W., dated Nov. 11, 1918 
Offra. of the T.F. who are eligible and recommended 
for the Territorial Decoration :— 

* * * * * 

Mai. J. J- Ridley, Maj. P. W. Dayer-Smith, o.b.e. ; Maj. 
E. W. Parks. o.b.e.j Mai. J. A Connell, Capt. C. 
Drabble, Maj. J. E. L. Still. 


War Office, July 6th. 

The following is continuation of the dispatch received 
from Sir D. Haig, submitting nameB deserving of special 
mention:— 




Rowston, Capt. (T.Maj.) W. N. j Rudd, Lt.-Col. 
(A.C 0 I.) T. W.j Sikes, T.Capt. (A.Maj.) C. W. B.; 
Steel, Mai. (A.Lt.-Ooi.)C. E.; Steevenson, Maj. (A.Lt.- 
CoL) J. fc, D.s.o.; Stewart, Capt. (T.Maj.) H. A.; 
Tatam Lt.-Col. (A.Col.) W. J., o,m.g. ; Verney, Maj. 
L. M., D.8.0., p.r c.v.8. ; Wadley, Maj. and Bt. Lt.-Col. 
(ALt-Col.) E. J., D.8.0. ; Williamson, Capt, (A.Maj.) 
D. R. (8.R.); Wright, Capt. (A.Maj.) J. H. ftp.). 


War Office, July 21. 

The following are among the decorations and medals 
swarded by the Allied Powers at various dates to the 
British Forces for distinguished services rendered during 
the course of the campaign. The King has given un¬ 
restricted permission in all cases to wear the decorations 
and medals in question 

Mkdaille d’honneur avec Glaives en Vermeil. 
Capt (temp. Maj.) E. C. Doyle, d.s.o. 


The Royal Army Veterinary Corps was represented 
in the Victory March of last Saturday by 

Major General L. J. Blenkinsop, c.b., d.s.o., 

Director-General Army Veterinary Service. 
Col. E. E. Martin, o.m.g., c.b.e. 

With the Detachment were 
Capt. J. O. Andrews, D.s.o. 

Capt. H. Stephenson, m.c. 

With the men of 1914—“ The Old Contemptibles” 

Col. W. Dunlop Smith, c.m.g., d.s.o. 


Extracts from London OautU 

War Office, Whitehall, July 9. 
Regular Forges. Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Majs. to be actg. Lt.-Cols. while holding the appt. of 
A.D.V.S.D. Macdonald (Feb. 19); L. M. Verney, 

D. s.o., f.r.c.v. 8. (Feb. 26). 

To be actg. Majs. while holding the appt. of D.A.D.V.S.: 
Capt. E. G. Turner, d.s.o. (Feb. 19); Capt. and Bt. 
Maj. G. Williamson, Capt. W. H. Thomas, Capt. B. R. 
Body (Feb. 26). 

July 10. 

To be Capts. (July 10)F. C. Minett, m.b.e., from 
Capt. Spec. Res. From Capts. (t.p.)— V. A. Bartrum, 
o.b.e., A. H. Adams, J. Southall, C. Holland, m.c. 
From Capts. Spec. Res.—G. Lloyd, d.s.o., B. J. W. 
Nicholas, W. P. S. Edwards, from Capt. t.p. From 
Capt. Spec. Res.—H. B. Williams, o.b.e , T. Menzies, 

E. Wallace, P. Howard, J. H. M. White, F. J. Andrews, 
J. Mullany, from Capt. t.p. From temp. Capts.— 
L. E Prichard, J. S. Keane, J. G. E. Gallie, D. A. 
Gilmor, J. Bell, M. A. Murphy; G. Barnett, m.c., from 
Capt Spec. Res.; M. J. Killelea, from temp. Capt 
From Capt. Spec. Res.—P. F. Woodland, E. C. Bowes, 
C. K. Calder, from temp. Capt.; M. Farrelly, from 
Capt. Spec. Res. From temp. Capt.—R. B. Crichton, 
W. L. Sin ton, T. Hodgins, C. S. Northcott, R. E. 
Bond, C. W. Heape, from temp. Lt. From temp. 
Capt.—C. S. Conder, T. A. Shaw, J. J. Clune, K. S. 
Simpson, from temp. Lt. 

July 11. 

Temp. Lt J. Finlayson to be temp. Capt (May 31). 


July 12. 

Major G. Conder, d.s.o., relinquishes the actg. rank of 
Lt-Col. on ceasing the hold the appt. of A.D.V.S. 
(Jan. 21). 

The follg. relinquish the actg. rank of Maj.: Temp. 
Capt E. B. Reynolds (March 16): Capt U. W. F. 
Walker, m.c., on ceasing to hold the appt of 
D.A.D.V.S. (March 18). 

Temp. Lt. J. Mcl. Galloway to be temp. Capt. (June 29). 

July 14. 

Temp. Capt. F. Lindsay relinquishes his commn. on 
account of ill-health (July l&X and retains the rank of 
Capt.; Temp. Lt. W. S. MacKintosh to be temp. 
Capt. (June 18). 

July 16. 

The following officers relinquish their temp, commns. 
on ceasing to be empld. with the Union Impl. Service 
on the dates as specified, and retain their respective 
ranks 

S. Afr. Vet. Corps.—Capt. G. McCall (Sept. 17, 1918); 
Capt. H. M. Webb (Jan. 3). 


Amendments.— Gazette, dated June 9.— For. Col. and 
Hon. Maj.-Gen. (T.Brig-Gen.) J. Moore, c.b., c.m.g., 
f.r.c.v.8., read Maj.-Gen. J.Moore, c.b.,c.m.g.,f.r.c.v.8., 
Honorary Brig.-Gen. 

July 16. 

Temp. Capt. H. H. Brodie relinquishes his commn. on 
account of ill-health contracted on active service 
(July 17), and retains the rank of Capt. 
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July 21. 

Asst. Dir. of Vet. Serve, and Remts. (Cl. X).—Temp. 
Capt. A. G. Doherty (Capt. E. Af. Vet. Dept.), and 
relinquishes the temp, rank of Lt.-Col. (May 17). 

Major G. Conder, d.s.o., to be actg. Lt.-Col. whilst hold¬ 
ing the appt. of A.D.V.S. (Feb. 20); temp.-Capt. 
D. R. Davis relinquishes his commn. on acct. of lll- 
health contracted on active service (July 22), and 
retains the rank of Capt. 

J uly 22. 

Temp. Capt. J. G. Taylor relinquishes his commn. on 
acct. of ill-health (July 22), and retains rank of Capt. 

Territorial Force, Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

July 12. 

Capt. A. Spreull, d.s.o., to be Maj. (June 18). 

July 14. 

Capt. (actg.-Lt.-Col.) J. MacArthur relinquishes the 
actg. rank of Lt.-Col. on ceasing tocomd. a Veterinary 
Hospital (March 17). 

Capt. (actg. Maj.) A Douglas relinquishes the actg. rank 
of Maj. on ceasing to be erapld. as a Maj. with a 
Veterinary Hospital (March 14) (substituted for that 
which appeared in the Gazette of June 2). 

July 15. 

Capt. (actg. Maj.) G. E. Henson relinquishes the actg. 
rank of Maj. on ceasing to be empld. (June 20). 

Capt. (temp. Maj. without pay and allces.) G. McIntyre 
relinquishes the temp, rank of Maj. (Jan. 29). 

Capt. (temp. Mai.) P. McIntyre, o.b.e., relinquishes the 
temp, rank of Maj. on ceasing to be empld. (June 20). 

Capt. (actg. Maj ) R. B. Palmer, m.c., relinquishes the 
actg. rank of Maj. on ceasing to be empld. (June 20). 

Capt. (actg. Maj.) A. N. Foster, o.b.e., relinquishes the 
actg. rank of Maj. on ceasing to hold the appt. of a 
D.A.D V.S. (April 17). 

July 17. 1 

Capt. (actg. Maj.) W. Stothert, o.b.e., relinquishes actg. 
rank of Maj. on ceasing to be empld. (June 22). 


Aldershot Command Horse Show is to be held under 
the patronage of the King and the Presidency of Lieut- 
General Sir Archibald J. Murray, on August 13th, and 
14 next. It is stated that one great aim of the promoters 
is the encouragement of horse-mastership throughout 
the British Army and the country generally. 


OBITUARY. 

William H. Crowhurst, f.r.c.v.s., The Paddock, St. 

George’s, Canterbury. 

Graduated Lond : April, 1856. 

Fellow, July, 1892. 

Death occurred on Saturday, 19th inst. His age was 87. 

The late Mr. Charles Sheather, F.R.C.V.S. 

A correspondent sends us the following notes :— 

Born April 6th, 1855, he was son of William Sheather, 
who was well known in the Coaching world, and greatly 
esteemed and respected by all who came in contact with 
him. 

Charles Sheather himself was connected intimately 
with Road Coaches for many years, more especially on 
the Dorking and Guildford roads. A man of consider¬ 
able genius ; inventor of the “ Pneumatic ” and other 
pads for horses. A pioneer of chloroforming standing. 

I His acute perception made him without peer in the 
diagnosis of lameness. 

Master of the Worshipful Company of Farriers in 
1905, 1906 and 1907, he was Official Measurer of Polo 
Poniee for the Hurlingham Club since 1903. Chief 
Veterinary Inspector to the Hackney Horse Society for 
many years, and to the International Horse Show since 
its inception. He acted also for the Hunters’ Improve¬ 
ment Society, National Pony Society, Shire Horse 
Society, and the Board of Agriculture. 

He had been established at 50a York Terrace, Regent’s 
Park since 1877. Since his partner, Mr. C. Herbert 
Sheather, with whom he had been associated for over 
sixteen years, was granted a commission in the A.V.C. 
in November, 1915, he had been subjected to very severe 
strain in carrying on their practice. He passed peace¬ 
fully away in his sleep in the early morning of the 12th 
July last, from heart failure. 


Personal. 

Rider : Ness,— At Station Hotel, Aberdeen, on 12th 
July, by the Rev. A. Scadamore Forbes, James Roland 
Rider, M.R.c.v.8., Lieut., r.a. v.c., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. W. Rider, Beamish, Durham, to Georgina, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Ness, 110 Union Grove, Aberdeen. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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The Relief Fund. 

The official appeal on behalf of the Anglo-Franco- 
Belgian Relief Fund which appeared last week 
deserves attention. Nothing need be said to 
commend the object of this fund, which is the 
Veterinary department of a great International 
undertaking. It cannot be very long now before 
the fund is finally closed; but so far our British 
share in it is not worthy of us. The analysis of 
subscriptions published last week speaks for itself. 
Both with regard to societies and to individual 
members the position is the same—the few that 
have subscribed have done well, but their number is 
far too small. Ten societies, representing only two 
of the four countries in the United Kingdom, and 
168 of our 3359 members, make up a sorry list of 
subscribers. It is not yet too late to effect an alter¬ 
ation, but it needs doing now—there is no time to 
lose. 

The Societies. 

In various quarters there are signs that our pro¬ 
fessional associations are recovering from the effects 
of the war. Those which suspended their meetings 
altogether are resuming them; those which were 
able to retain some degree of activity throughout the 
war period are increasing it. The problem now be¬ 
fore presidents and secretaries is the arrangement 
of meetings and agendas calculated to develop the 
functions of the societies, and to increase their at¬ 
tendances and memberships. 

At present, the Societies show a tendency to dis¬ 
cuss professional politics. This is a healthy sign, 
for the subject has not received due attention for 
years past ; but the increase of interest in politios 
should not be allowed to push the scientific side of 
the Societies’ work into the background. If the 
Societies are to confer the maximum of good upon 
the profession, they must encourage interest in 
science and politics alike, for both are essential to 
our progress. Now that army experience is be¬ 
coming more available at Societies’ meetings, 
opportunities arise for discussions of quite special 
interest, of which the recently reported one at 
Edinburgh, on Specific Ophthalmia, is a good illus¬ 
tration. Five years ago it would probably have 
been impossible to place such a large and varied 
experience of this particular disease before so com¬ 
paratively small a meeting, and there are many 
other affections which most practitioners have seen 
more often under war conditions than ever before. 


Mange in the Dromedary. 

E. Sergent and A. Th6rithier have recently pub¬ 
lished (Boll. 1st. Int. d'Agric.) an account of their 
studies of this subject, with a description, which is 
the first as far as their knowledge goes, of the mange 
mite of the camel (Sarcoptes scabiei var. cameli) and 
its morphological characters. 

Mange is, after the trypanosomiasis “El Debab,” 
the most serious disease of the dromedary in North 
Africa. The authors’ observations of the condition 
are summarised as follows ;— 

The natural evolution of the disease in animals 
left without treatment was slow advance for several 
weeks, and then sudden invasion of the whole body, 
which terminated with the death of the animal in 
two or three months. 

The local lesions were depiiation and the forma¬ 
tion of squamous crusts, and ulceration, thickening 
and cracking of the skin. The parasites attacked 
the finer portions of the skin by preference. The 
parts most affected were the lips, limbs, and inguinal 
region ; the part least affected was the back. 

The general symptoms were pruritis (the violent 
rubbing, etc., from which caused wounds), emaci¬ 
ation, which became extreme, though a normal 
appetite was long preserved, cachexia, and oedemas 
of the limbs at the end of life. 

Mange of the dromedary is therefore a serious 
disease, which ends with marasmus and death if 
treatment is not adopted. 

The authors have tried treatments whichave given 
good results against equine mange (frictions with 
warm soapy water, application of potassium soap 
for twenty minutes, washing with warm water fol¬ 
lowed by brushing with warm aqueous oresol solu¬ 
tion) with the result that the animals were all dead 
after the second or third treatment. Prolonged 
washings are therefore not applicable to the drome¬ 
dary. Until results come from new researches, the 
native treatment remains the preferable one. This 
consists in the application of the “tar” of Juniperus 
phanicea and Thuya articulata. This treatment is 
very efficacious, provided it is early, complete, and 
repeated. 

Mange of the dromedary is very easily transmit¬ 
ted to man, and may cause serious disturbances in 
subjects whose resistance is slight. The duration 
of tne infection is from two weeks to several months. 
Helmerioh’s ointment, balsam of Peru, warm baths, 
and sulphur baths, are among the treatments ad¬ 
vised. These treatments are inefficacious in the case 
of exposure to serious re-infections. —(La Clinica 
Veterinaria). 
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Researches upon Equine Influenza. 

Bemalman8, in the Tydschrifi voor Veeartseny- 
kunde published a long study of this subject. His 
work is ill adapted to analysis, but the following 
conclusions are reproduced. 

1. The virus of equine catarrhal influenza is 
ultra-visible. The disease may be transmitted by 
filtered blood, whether that blood oomes from natur¬ 
ally or artificially infected subjects. 

2. The virus of catarrhal influenza may preserve 
its viability for a long time, even for three years, in 
the seminal vesicles of an apparently healthy stal¬ 
lion. In these conditions the virus may infect a 
mare at the moment of ooition, but only at that 
moment. 

3. The infected mare in turn contaminates, 
after the ordinary manner, the other horses inhabi¬ 
ting the same stable. 

4. In the case of artificial infection, the period 
of incubation is from three to five days. 

5. The virus (virulent blood), preserved at the 
ordinary temperature, loses its virulence after three 
months. 

6. The course of influenza in its intestinal form 
is generally benign, except in foals and in pregnant 
mares. Most frequently recovery supervenes in 
from ten to twelve days. 

7. In the case of an enzootic of influenza; when 
sufficient rest can be obtained for the animals, it is 
advisable to artificially infect all the subjects—ex¬ 
cept the stallions and brood mares. 

8. It is useful to artificially infect remount 
horses with the virus of influenza immediately after 
their arrival at the depot. 

9. Influenza should not be regarded as a disease 

of the respiratory organs. It does, however, predis¬ 
pose these to secondary infections .—(Annales de 
MM. VSt.) W. R. 0. 


NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
Eastern Counties Division. 

The summer meeting was held on Thursday, July 3rd, 
at the Great White Horse Hotel, Ipswich. There were 
present Mr. John Barr, President, Messrs. F. Morton 
Wallis, Halstead ; Philip Turner, Ixworth ; W. Brown¬ 
ing, Ipswich; W. Waters, Blofield ; J.Scott, Colchester; 
WlTurtill, Wickham Market; H. P. Standley, hon.sec., 
Norwich; and F. B. O. Taylor, Stratford-on-Avon ; P. 
R. Turner, Bury St. Edmunds, visitors. 

The President said he was rather disappointed to see 
so small a meeting in the centre of Suffolk ; ne had hoped 
that the Suffolk members would have turned up in large 
numbers. 

On the motion of Mr. Morton Wallis seconded by Mr. 
Waters the minutes of the previous meeting were taken 
as read. 

Mr. William Shipley, Yarmouth, and Mr. P. R. Turner, 
Bury St. Edmunds, were nominated as members of the 
Society. 

On the question of where the next meeting of the 
Society should be held : Mr. Wallis asked if tney had 
been to Bury St. Edmunds lately. 

The Secretary replied that they had not. They had 
three meetings a year, one in Norwich, one somewhere 
in Suffolk, (Ipswich or Colchester) whilst the autumn 


meeting was always held at Yarmouth in pre-war times. 
He thought it would be a good idea to have the next 
meeting at Yarmouth, and make it more or less a social 
affair. He complained of the great lack of interest 
shown by the members and considered that it was of 
little use to carry on the Society. If a member was 
called by a client to the North Pole to see a horse and 
there was a guinea to be earned he would go quick 
enough, but to attend a veterinary meeting was entirely 
another question. Personally he had had nearly enough 
of it, and he could say without exaggerating that hut for 
him the Society would have dropped out during the war. 
It was no incentive to anyone to work under these con¬ 
ditions and it made one wonder whether or no it was 
worth while to carry on the Society. 

Mr. Wallis thought the travelling difficulty had 
much to do with the small attendance; although he 
always tried to attend every meeting. 

After discussion it was decided to hold the next meet¬ 
ing at Yarmouth ; to have a dinner at which their lady 
friends could be present followed by the business meeting 
for members only, and finish with tea at which the ladies 
would again be present. 

The Secretary read a letter from the Royal Sin it iry 
Institute inviting the Society to appoint a delegate to 
attend the annual meeting to be held at Newcastle 
from July 28th to August 2nd. 

A letter was also read from Mr. James R. Hayhurat, 
dated from the Metropolitan Cattle Market, Islington, 
pointing out that matters important to veterinarians 
were to come forward, and suggesting the advisability 
of sending a delegate. 

None present were prepared to accept this invitation 
and Mr. Wallis proposed that if any member was willing 
he should go representing the Society. 

The Secretary : All expenses of course are paid. 

Mr. J. Scott seconded and, the resolution was agreed 
to. 

The Secretary also read the circular from the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons calling attention to the 
Ministry of Health Act 1919, and suggesting a resolution 
urging the appointment of a veterinary surgeon on the 
Consultative Council. 

The President moved the resolution, and Mr. Waters 
having seconded, this was agreed to. 

A letter was also read from Mr. Male thanking the 
Society for their support in the recent Council election. 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 

J. Barr, m.r.c.v.8., Acle. 

Gentlemen,—My first duty is to thank you, my fellow 
members, for the honour you have done me in electing 
me your President for the current year, an honour which 
I appreciate and value highly. I have been a member 
for 28 years, and have attended about two-thirds of the 
meetings ; seldom have I gone away without receiving 
some benefit or something to think about. I have not 
come to-day prepared with an elaborate address ; I have 
neither the time nor the inclination to inflict such upon 
you. Several important considerations have been brought 
forward by our Secretary, so there is no need to touch 
upon them now. Last week has brought to an end the 
greatest war the world has ever witnessed, and with its 
conclusion has brought home a number of our members 
who have been serving with the Army. To them I 
wish personally, and I am sure, the other members 
join with me, to bid a hearty welcome home, and to 
thank them for their services to the country, and for the 
honour they have gained to the profession. (Applause). 

Peace has been signed with our recent enemies. Gave 
we peace, perfect peace, at home 1 Have we peace in 
our own profession 1 I think not 

There are ethical questions; questions of fees and 
undercharging, and such like. In my opinion these can 
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only be dealt with efficiently by the Royal College; they 
are not questions which can be satisfactorily settled by 
Societies such as this; or by individuals or groups of 
individuals. 

"Following peace we are promised some measures of 
reconstruction. Where will we as a profession come in 1 
Will we be considered 1 I doubt it, unless we organise, 
and combine, and fight for ourselves. The “ National ” 
with affiliated associations should be a good fighting 
combination, but as I have previously said, we will have 
to look mainly to the Royal College to carry our desires 
into effect. Concerning this Society; do we require recon¬ 
struction 1 If so, what means can be adopted 1 A few 
years ago—before the war, the question was raised as 
to whether it was worth while carrying on the Society 
in view of the small attendance of members at the meet¬ 
ings. The same question was raised last year by our 
Hon. Sec, and he trounced us so well that at the Febru¬ 
ary meeting of this year there was a good muster of 
members. More power to his elbow. 

I believe the majority of our members are drawn from 
Norfolk and Suffolk, and I thought that there might 
be two of the three meetings each year made fixtures, 
one at Norwich and one at Ipswich. I think this would 
encourage a better attendance, and possibly a larger 
membership. The third, or September, place of meeting 
could be left for selection as at present. I throw out 
this suggestion because I know that if the meetings 
were always, or mostly, held a long wav away from my 
home I could not often attend, and I think othermembers 
may feel themselves in the same position. 

It is necessary that each member should attend as 
often as he can, and it is also necessary that he should 
take an active part in the meetings. The*Secretary can 
tell you of the difficulty of obtaining prominent mem¬ 
bers of the profession to read papers or give lectures to 
us, so we must depend more upon ourselves. Personally, 
I think Bhort practical papers are more interesting 
than elaborate treatises so carefully prepared that little 
is left for discussion. I do not belittle such papers, but 
when we can’t get them we must help ourselves as best 
we can, by producing someamongst ourselves, (applause). 

This small meeting to-day, in the centre of Suffolk, is 
rather a knock down to that suggestion, for Suffolk 
members do not seem very willing to attend even in 
Ipswich. 

Mr. Wallis said he had no right to criticise their 
President, even if he dared do so, but the only fault was 
that he was very much to the point, but a little too 
short. (Applause.) However, he wished to thank him 
for the many little things he had provided for them to 
think about. With regard to the President’s suggestion 
that the Royal College was the only one they could 
expect to fight for them, he thought a good deal could 
be done by the Inspectors’ Society, of which Mr. Trevor 
Spencer was secretary. They should all, as inspectors, 
join that Society, and then they could get better fees than 
at present from County Councils. They had tried to do 
it in Essex and West Suffolk, but they were not very 
successful. Working through a national society they 
would have a much better chance. Some members—he 
could mention names, but would not—were too funky 
of doing anything in the matter because there were one 
or more unqualified men near them, and they were 
afraid that if they made a fuss and the Council struck 
out, the unqualified men would get the work. That 
might be so if they tackled the Councils individually, 
but nothing of the sort would occur if they Were tackled 
through a national society. He moved a vote of thanks 
to the President for his address. 

The Secretary seconded, and this was agreed to. 

The President next followed with a paper dealing 
with some interesting cases he had recently met with 


Undiagnosed. 

Case 1. Subject.—An old, thick-set, pony gelding. 

Symptoms .—Animal lying flat on its side; would 
occasionally raise the head and point its nose behind 
the left elbow ; pulse small, hard and wiry, and could 
not be counted. When the animal was got on to its feet 
it kept the head and neck stretched out, with the nose 
near the ground. The mucous membranes were slightly 
injected, the breathing slightly accelerated, the temper¬ 
ature was 98°. Auscultation gave the heart beats at 
130-140. Faeces and urine were said to be normal, and 
subsequently proved to be so. When made to move, 
the pony did so without apparent pain. 

Prognosis. —An early death. 

As the owner was very anxious to do all he could for 
it I asked for brandy, and prescribed a wineglassful 
every two hours, in warm water. I had a plentiful 
bedding put down, and the pony warmly clothed. 

Diagnosis. —Nil. 

Next morning the pulse was a little down, but still 
over 100, and the temperature up to 99*5°. All the other 
symptoms were as before ; the animal still lying stretch¬ 
ed out on its right sidA Brandy continued. 

Third day there was visible improvement, and a little 
appetite. The pulse was again down, but had become 
irregular; the temperature was normal. The brandy 
had all been used and we could not get more, so I pre¬ 
scribed Spts. Aether Nit. and Tinct. Digitalis #, 
every four hours. 

From this time onward there was gradual improve¬ 
ment in all respects, except that the heart became more 
irregular. The pony is still alive but can do nothing 
but slow work. When trotted it becomes distressed in 
the respirations and soon stot>s. Undoubtedly it has 
now valvular heart disease. 

Remarks. —I have seen this constant prone position 
in nephritis, but other symptoms were not consistent 
with that. Endocarditis and rheumatism I also con¬ 
sidered out of the question. 

I will be pleased to hear members’opinions on the 
case. 

Paralysis OF BOWEL. 

Case II. Subject — Bay Shire mare, 10 years old gave 
birth to her first foal the day before. 

April 12. I was called because mare was supposed to 
have retained part of the placenta. 

Found the mare was off feed, a little dull and had 
occasional slight colicy pains. Her body was full but 
not distended, pulse 60, of good tone, temperature 102* 
mucous membranes normal. The mare had been in a 
yard but was moved into a fresh bedded box, and nothing 
was known as to state of bowels. 

I examined, but could find no trace of placenta. 

Examination per rectum revealed colon packed with 
doughy ingesta; the rectum was empty, but I could reach 
about 3 inches of the doughy mass in the floating colon. 
It was easily broken down with the fingers and was 
moist enough to squeeze into a ball when removed. 
There was no sound of movement in the bowels. Pre¬ 
scribed a 7>y dose of physic. 

Diagnosis. Impaction of the colon. 

April 13. Morning. No alteration—the slight colicy 
pains came on at intervals of 2 or 3 hours—mare would 
eat and driqk a little. Left some anodyne drinks to be 
given when pains came on. 

Evening:—Still no alteration in any respect. On 
passing hand into the rectum I found the doughy mass 
had moved backwards about 2 inches. 

Gave hypodermic injection of eserine and injections 
per rectum containing aloes. 

April 14. Mare just the same. Gave another physic 
ball and hypodermic injection, and continued injections 
per rectum several times daily. 


52 


THE VETERINARY RECORD August 2,1919 


April 15. Animal brighter, had no pains, taking more 
food. There were frequent and distinct sounds of peri¬ 
stalsis and passage of flatus. By punching the flanks! 
with the flst I could make the contents of the large 
bowels rattle; they were quite fluid. The pulse was 
still 60 and temperature 102°. Expected relief of the 
bowels at any moment. 

April 16. Still no passage of faeces. Appetite gone ; 
pulse up to 80 ; temperature as before. There was now 
a lot of commotion in the fluid contents of the boa els, 
but the doughy mass in the floating colon was just the 
same and had not moved. 

I now suspected there was paralysis of that part of 
the bowel, and gave a hypodermic injection of strychnine, 
which I repeated in the evening. 

April 17 and 18. Condition of animal the same, and 
treatment the same as on 16th. 

April 19. Pulse up to over 100; other conditions the 
same. April 20. Mare died. 

Post Mortem.— Mortification of the posterior half of 
the floating colon. All the rest of the bowels were nor¬ 
mal and full of fluid contents. The contents of the 
mortified portion of bowel were as I have previously 
described. 

Remarks .—I am inclined to think that the floating 
colon or the posterior half of it was paralysed from the 
beginning, and it is possible had I used strychnine 
earlier the result might have been different. I am of 
opinion that the condition of affairs, whatever it really 
was, was a result of the act of parturition. I may men¬ 
tion that the mare suckled the foal for the first four 
days, but after that we had to partly feed the foal. 

The Secretary said he thought all bowel cases were 
very interesting, and he had come to the conclusion that 
the older they got the less they knew about them.. He 
wondered if direct physic as generally administered was 
really the best. They got a tremendous amount of loss 
of power and paralysis which might be due to the absorp¬ 
tion of septic fluid from the bowel owing to its inability 
to cast it out properly. One surgeon he knew never 
gave purgatives or anything of the kind in colic cases, 
but whether he got better results than those who did he 
could not say. Had it been found that sedatives and 
stimulants such as strychinine or nux vomica were 
better 1 Personally he did not think cases such as that 
cart mare were at all rare in foaling. Some injury was 
done to the bowel, followed by a corresponding loss of 
power in that portion of the bowel. 

Mr. Phillip Turner thought that was perfectly fea¬ 
sible, because it often occurred in a mare fed practically 
on bran mash, and yet there was impaction. 

The President : It was the latter half of the colon, 
and perhaps some nerve was injured which supplied 
that portion of the bowel. 

Mr. P. R. Turner suggested the possibility of an 
aneurism. The President; No 

Mr. P. R. Turner said it was difficult to reconcile the 
mortification with ordinary paralysis and no blood 
supply trouble. 

The President said the contents of that part of the 
bowel were soft. All the rest was in motion except that 
part, so evidently it had lost its power to pass even that 
soft matter. There was no obstruction of the passage 
at all. 

Mr. Wallis suggested that in the first instance a 
bigger dose of physic might have been useful. 

The President said that afterwards he was sorry he 
did not try that, but he thought the small quantity would 
have been sufficient. The mare did not look ill and it 
was at first thought she had simply retained a portion 
of the placenta. With the pulse at 60, however, ne had 
another look round. 

Mr. Wallis said he often thought his neighbours 
gave too little physic at the first set off If they did it 


to themselves it only nauseated them and made them 
feel bad, and did no good. He would never give a cart 
horse a 5 drachm pill. 

The President : I was vexed afterwards, but it had 
only just foaled. In reply to Mr. Wallis—he had used 
an enema warm, with aloes. 

Mr. Wallis said that he used cold water extensively, 
and was thus able to give a good douche. He did not 
say that cold water was the best, but they could get a 
bigger supply with cold than with warm. If they set 
the animals with their quarters raised, so much the 
better. With regard to the pony he asked whether the 
President had tried Parke, Davis’ cardiac tonic hypo¬ 
dermically. It was most useful, especially after bad 
influenza. 

Mr. Turtill : Are they strychnine tablets 1 

Mr. Wallis : No, Spartein and digitalis. He added 
that he had come across rather an interesting case not 
long ago at Lavenham. He was treating a cart mare 
after slipping a foal. When he first put his hand in he 
did not know he had got a foal. He felt what was 
apparently a diminutive ham, a hind leg. He felt on 
the other side and it seemed just the same. He pulled 
and it came off, and looked like the hind leg of a biggish 
dog. The other came away just the same. He got hold 
of the body, and that opened and the bowels came away. 
He got the rest of the foetus away, the hind legs were 
about eleven inches long. His assistant, Mr. Godbold, 
of Sudbury, said that he had never seen anything like 
it before. 

Mr. Scott : I saw one like it three months ago in my 
district. 

The President ; There is a photograph in Norwich 
of one that lived for some time with one huge eye in the 
middle of the’forehead. 

Mr. F. B. O. Taylor said a client wired him to go and 
attend a heifer. He found the animal down, not looking 
ill, but with a temperature of between 100° and 101° and 
a pulse of 40 to 54. The owner said he had tried to get her 
up but failed. There was a big sheep dog in the yard 
close by, and by its help he got her up. Within two 
minutes the owner said he thought it was going to die. 
He (Mr. Taylor) did not think so, but quickly saw that 
she was, and she did, before they could cut her throat. 
He thought it was an absolute case of shock. 

Mr. Walter : Did you make a post-mortem. 

Mr. Taylor : No. It went to the butcher and the 
only thing he saw was that there was something wrong 
with the kidneys. 

The Secretary raised the question of the subscrip¬ 
tions of members on active service. He proposed that 
any subscription due from them should be remitted. 

The President seconded and this was agreed to. 

Mr. Philip Turner asked if anything more had been 
heard of the teeth instruments belonging to the Society. 

The Secretary : No. One of the members has bor¬ 
rowed them and forgotten to return them. 

After some discussion it was decided to buy another 
set as well as an American set of mouthgags. 

On the motion of the Secretary seconds by Mr. Wallis, 
the President was thanked for his duties in the chair, to 
which he suitably responded. 

Harry P. Standley, Hon. Sec. 


Personal. 

Daubney: Ker.— On the 26th July, at the Old 
Parish Church. Hampstead, by the Rev. T. Willard, m.a« 
Capt. Robert Daubney, r.a.v.c., (now of the Board of 
Agriculture and Fisheries), son of the late Mr. Robert 
Daubney, and Mrs. Daubney, of Swaythling, Hants, to 
Jean Ethel Winifred, eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas Duncan Ker, 4, Chesterford Gardens, Hamp¬ 
stead. 
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NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

Central Division. 

A general meeting was held at 10 Red Lion Square, 
W.C., on Thursday, July 3rd, at 9 o’clock, Prof. G. H. 
Wooldridge (President) in the chair. On the motion of 
Mr. Coleman, seconded by Major Mulvey, it was agreed 
that Mr. John Willett take the chair in the temporary 
absence of the President. Mr. John Willett accordingly 
took the chair. 

The following Fellows signed the attendance book, 
Messrs. J. B. Buxton, Henry Gray, F. G. Samson, Herbert 
King, H. C. P. King, Major F. Hobday, Major W. S. 
Malvey, Messrs. J. W. McIntosh, R. C. Irving, W. Perry¬ 
man, J. C. Coleman, F. W. Willett, J. Willett. G. P. 
Male, H. J. B. Parkin, G. H. Livesey, S. H. Slocock, A. 
Xeiah and Hugh A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. As visitors 
Messrs. W. K. Stuart, G. Carter, W. J. Young. W. R. 
Wakeham, Capt., R.A.V.C. 

Minutes, The Hon. Secretary announced that as 
the Minutes of the last meeting had not been published 
yet, he could not produce them. The Fellows to whom 
proofs were sent had kept him waiting some time, and 
they were now in the Printers’ hands. 

Correspondence, The Hon. Secretary announced 
the receipt of a letter from Mr. P. C. Woolston regretting 
inability to be present. 

He also read to the meeting the circular letter from 
the President of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur¬ 
geons, concerning the Ministry of Health Act 1919. 
The following draft resolution was included :— 


“ That whereas, by their training and experience, vet¬ 
erinary surgeonB are alone in a position to afford expert 
advice and assistance to the Minister of Health in mat¬ 
ters relating to the hygiene and health of animals used 
for human mod, the provision of milk from cows free 
from tuberculosis, the diseases of animals communicable 
to man, and other similar matters affecting or incidental 
to the health of the people, it is, in the opinion of this 
Association, essential in the public interests that provi¬ 
sion be made for the appointment of a member of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons on any Consulta¬ 
tive Council, to be set up under Clause 4 of the Ministry 
of Health Act, which may have to deal with the matters 
above referred to.” 


A circular letter had also been received from the 
Royal Counties Veterinary Medical Association, which 
said :—“ Dear Sir, The following resolution is about to 
be sent by this Association to the Minister of Health 
and the Board of Agriculture, and if your Society ap¬ 
prove, we shall be glad if they will support us by send- 
mga similar one.” 

The resolution was similar to the resolution read pre¬ 
viously, except that the College resolution says “are 
alone m a position to afford expert advice”; the Royal 
Counties’ says “ are best qualified to afford advice and 
assistance to the Minister of Health.” 

At this stage, Prof. Wooldridge entered the room and 
took the chair, which was vacated by Mr. Willett. 

The Chairman asked for some opinions with regard 
to the letter from the Royal Counties Association and 
the resolution that had been passed by them. Members 
would perhaps have realised the fact that the conclusion 
of the resolution of the Royal Counties suggested the 
method whereby they should carry out the suggestion 
that veterinary surgeons should occupy these positions. 
It said :— 

“We are of opinion that there should be a Veterinary 
Department administered by a member of the veterinary 
profession who should be directly responsible to the 
Permanent Head under the Minister. This Department 
Bboald exercise administrative and executive control 


over the Diseases of Animals Acts and all matters of 
public health where animals are concerned.” 

He did not know whether they quite realised where 
that might take them. Personally he did not. 

Mr. Coleman : He might say that the alteration of 
the wording to “ best qualified ” was agreed to at the 
Council meeting R.C.V.S One Association, not satisfied 
with confining themselves to a Consultative Council 
where animals were concerned, and milk, etc., had gone 
so far as to suggest that they be represented on all Con¬ 
sultative Councils, which would include Midwifery 
Councils and others. They did not want to be there. 
But the majority of the Council were of opinion that if 
the Societies decided on sending a resolution,they should 
let it be as much in conformity with the one they had 
suggested as possible. 

The Chairman : They would remember that when 
they discussed the Health Bill before, it was in connec¬ 
tion with that inclusion of Veterinary Representatives 
on Consultative Councils, with which they were particu¬ 
larly concerned. Their idea was to have incorporated in 
the Bill that there should and must be a veterinary surgeon 
on those Consultative Councils; but evidently they 
were too late for that, and the only way in which they 
could get the point conceded was by direct representa¬ 
tion to the Minister of Health and to other authorities 
who might be able to bring pressure. He thought they 
might pass a resolution to the effect that it is desirable 
that veterinary surgeons should be included on the 
Consultative Councils relative to matters in which the 
health of animals is involved. 

Major Hobday remarked that the Irish Associations 
wanted the words definitely inserted that a member of 
the R.C.V.S. should be one of the Council. They were 
too late to get that, but they had obtained a promise 
from one of the Ministers who had power to give it, that 
a veterinary surgeon should be one of the six or eight 
members that are chosen in the second clause. 

The Chairman thought that the alteration referred 
to had been gained through the Chief Secretary for 
Ireland ; in their own case they would have to do it 
through the Minister of Health. There might have to 
be a good deal of pressure, but ho thought they would 
be able to achieve what they wanted if it were seen to 
be a fairly uniform wish. When the Societies from the 
different parts of the country passed that resolution, and 
pressed it, and got their own local members to further 
it, there was a much better likelihood of it being 
adopted. 

Mr. McIntosh did not think they could do better than 
adopt the resolution which had been sent to them by 
the Council of the R.C.V.S. He would propose that. 
He preferred the word “alone” to the word “best” 
because after all, not only were they the best, but they 
had a right to claim that they were alone capable of 
dealing with those matters referred to. He thought 
if they allowed that they were only the “ best qualified,” 
they were conceding that medical men and otners were 
still capable of doing the work. 

Mr. John Willett : I agree with the first draft, 
and provided it is unchanged, I shall have pleasure in 
seconding. 

The Chairman pointed out that if they were to get any 
action taken, it was important not to arouse severe 
opposition ; and medical men certainly would have a 
big say in the matter. That was the sole reason for 
suggesting the alteration in wording, and they would be 
much more likely to get people to work with them if 
they had not said to them in effect “ You are useless; 
we are the only people to do this.” 

Mr. Livesey supported what Mr. McIntosh said—that 
the resolution should go in as formulated by the R.C. V.S. 
He still thought that they were the only people properly 
capable of dealing with those affairs. If they were 
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dealing with a government department it was no use 
being meek and mild. He did not think they would be 
any the worse off, having ascertained their position, in 
keeping that wording that they were in virtue of tneir 
special training alone capable of dealing with the subject 
The Southern Counties Society that afternoon had 
passed that resolution in its entirety. 

Major Mulvey supported the proposal that the 
resolution be sent in as by the Royal Counties. If they 
at that meeting said they alone were qualified to do the 
work, although they knew they were, they must remem¬ 
ber that the Medical Profession, as Medical Officers of 
Health, having carried out those duties for a great many 
years, were still in most cases doing so, and they would 
at once say that they had performed the duties, and the 
fact that they had done so and not had many complaints 
against them would prove that they were still capable 
of doing it. He thought there were only about a”dozen 
laces in England where there was a veterinary officer 
oing the work now. 

Mr. Slocock thought the amended wording was pre¬ 
ferable. He suggested that if someone would propose 
it as an amendment, they would soon test the feeling of 
the meeting. 

Mr. Irving moved as an amendment the wording 
suggested by Mr. Coleman. 

Major Mulvey seconded. On a Bhow of hands there 
voted : — In favour of the amendment. 19 ; against the 
amendment, 5 ; majority, 11. 

The Chairman read as a substantive resolution as 
follows :— “ That whereas by their training and ex¬ 
perience Veterinary Surgeons are best qualified to afford 
expert advice and assistance to the Minister of Health 
etc.” 

Discussion followed and a further amendment was 


Mr. Buxton : Not without the sanction of Parliament 

Mr. Willett : They generally do so, and ask sanction 
after. 

Mr. McIntosh proposed the addition of the first part 
of the addendum down to the words “ under the 
Minister.” 

Mr. Samson seconded. 

The Chairman put this to the meeting and on a show 
of hands it was carried unanimously. He did not know 
whether they wished to discuss the other portion at 
once, “ This department should exercise, etc.” 

Mr. Irving : That is antagonistic to the Board of 
Agriculture. 

The Chairman : I suggest you should leave it alone. 

Mr. Male surmised that the idea of the resolution 
was that the Ministry had large powers, and, he thought, 
had almost all control over matters relating to disease, 
and it was on the boards that they might take over 
powers which belonged really to the veterinary depart¬ 
ment ; and as there possibly might be some re-organisa¬ 
tion in the near future probably of the Board of Agri¬ 
culture and the veterinary department there, it was 
believed that the meeting might anticipate matters by 
suggesting that the veterinary part should be under the 
control of a veterinary surgeon and be directly respons¬ 
ible to the Government—not to any other department 
or lay member. We know that medical men wished to 
take control of all public health matters; and he 
suggested that it was up to us to anticipate this, and 
have a department which we could administer and be 
responsible for. 

The Chairman pointed out that the suggestion was 
that it be a sub-department of the Ministry of Health. 

Mr. Male said the proposal was not antagonistic to 
the Board of Agriculture at all, and that it could be 


moved by Mr. Irving, seconded by Major Mulvey. 

The Chairman : The last portion of the sentence of 
the first resolution was “ That provision be made for 
the appointment of a member of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons on any. Consultative Council to be 
set up under Clause 4.” 

The amendment would read :—“ That provision be 
made for the appointment of a member of the R.C.V.S 
on the Consultative Council for general health purposes , 
and also on any other Consultative Council to he set up 
under Clause 4.” 

The Chairman : Those in favour of the addition of 
that phrase 1 On a show of hands the amendment was 
cairied. 

The substantive resolution as amended by the resolu¬ 
tions was then put to the meeting, and on a show of 
hands declared by the Chairman to be carried unan¬ 
imously. 

The next paragraph was a suggestion to the depart¬ 
ment whereby it could give effect to the wishes of the 
profession. That had apparently been thought out and 
considered by the Royal Counties, as follows :— “ We 
are of the opinion that there should be a veterinary de¬ 
partment administered by a member of the veterinary 
profession, who should be directly responsible to the 
permanent Head under the Minister. This department 
should exercise administrative and executive control 
over the Diseases of Animals Acts and all matters of 
public health where animals are concerned.” 

Mr. John Willett observed that it was quite possible 
that one day the whole veterinary department might be 
taken from the Board of Agriculture, lock, stock and 
barrel to the Ministry of Health. It was with a view 
to this that that part was put in. 

Mr. Buxton asked if there was any mechanism avail¬ 
able in the Public Health Act for the incorporation of 
any fresh department. 

Mr. Coleman replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. John Willett thought the Minister of Health 
had power to add. 


settled after wads whether it was to be under that Board 
or under the Ministry of Health. They would prefer it 
to be under the Board of Agriculture, who were better 
friends to them than the medical profession; and as 
there was a doctor at the head of the Ministry of Health, 
he (the speaker) did not think the veterinary profession 
would get very much thanks or credit from that Ministry. 
There was nothing in the resolution to prevent the pro¬ 
posed department going under the Board of Agriculture* 

The Chairman suggested that from Mr. Male’s ex¬ 
planation he was putting things into the mind of the 
Ministry of Health that ne did not want them to adopt, 
if they approved of the sentence in the latter portion 
reading “ This Department should exercise, etc.” That 
was putting a suggestion to the Ministry of Health at 
once that they might have control over the Diseases of 
Animals Acts. 

Mr. Male disagreed. The first part of the resolution 
was simply to ask for a representative of the veterinary 
profession on the Consultative Committee, but they 
further thought that there should be a veterinary de¬ 
partment of health administered by a veterinary sur¬ 
geon responsible only to a permanent Minister of the 
Crown. That went very much further. 

The Chairman : Then I suggest that should not go to 
the Minister of Health at all. 

Mr. Male was of the opinion that whether they sent 
that as a separate resolution to the Ministry of Health 
did not matter very much. 

Mr. Slocock thought that the two should be embodied 
in one, and that they wanted to form a Department 
having at its head a veterinary surgeon responsible to a 
Minister of the Crown,and a Minister of the Crown only. 
He considered that it was immaterial to them whether 
it was a branch of the Board of Agriculture or a branch 
of the Ministry of Health, so long as it had executive 
powers. It Beemed to him that it did not aim in any 
way at a dual control or in having two veterinary sur¬ 
geons appointed to two Authorities. They had already 
one supreme Head of the veterinary profession so far as 



August 2 , 1919 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


55 


concerned the working of the Contagious Diseases Act 
or anything appertaining to the contagious diseases of 
animals. He thought it was immaterial to them whether 
that Head remained in a department of the Board of 
Agriculture or in a department of the Ministry of Health. 
They wanted to do away with the intervening body. 
Of course they must expect those things to be under the 
control of and directly worked by a Minister of the Crown. 
They could not expect to put their chief Veterinary 
Officer as a Minister of the Crown, but it seemed to him 
they wanted him responsible to that Minister, and to no 
one else, and he thought if they embodied the whole of 
the phraseology recommended there, they were carrying 
that point. 

Major Hobday stated that Mr. Slocock’s suggestion 
was the one adopted in other countries. In France and 
Italy they had that principle. The Italian Chief Veteri¬ 
nary Officer lived at Home ; he had veterinary officers 
under him who were whole-time men. The latter were 
responsible directly to the Chief Veterinary Officer of 
the province, who in turn was responsible to the Chief 
Veterinary Officer at Rome, who was a free agent and 
e^ual with the chief of the Medical Service. He was 
directly responsible to the Minister of the Crown. 

The Chairman thought they had two entirely differ¬ 
ent points before them. One was the necessity for hav¬ 
ing a Veterinary Adviser in the Ministry of Health. The 
second was the status of the veterinary profession in the 
State with regard to the Diseases of Animals Act. He 
felt that those two points should not be dealt with under 
one resolution. Although they might agree that their 
profession should have a more independent standing 
than at present, that had nothing to do with the resolu¬ 
tion before them : the necessity of having a veterinary 
surgeon to advise the Minister of Health on matters 
appertaining to the health of all animals as 'affecting 


man. 

Mr. Perryman said they had no foundation for think¬ 
ing that the Board of Agriculture would be merged in 
the Ministry of Health, and until such a thing took 
place, they ought to let the matter stand in abeyance. 

The Chairman : The first part “We are of the opinion 
(down to) permanent Head under the Minister ” has 
already been carried. 

Mr. Male : We did not understand that was carried. 

Mr. Coleman : You carried exactly the thing you are 
objecting to. The second part only states the duties. 

The Chairman said evidently some members had got 
in their minds quite another point than would be in the 
mind of any one reading the earlier part of that resolu¬ 
tion, who would be thinking solely of the Ministry of 
Health and the necessity for appointing a Veterinary 
Adviser on the Consultative Councils of that Ministry. 
The sentence “that there should be a Veterinary Depart¬ 
ment administered by a member of the veterinary pro¬ 
fession, who would be directly responsible to the perma¬ 
nent Head under the Minister” would be taken as refer¬ 
ring to that Ministry of Health. 

Mr. Coleman disagreed. 

The Chairman replied that the suggestion was that 
it would refer to the Ministry of Health, to which Mini¬ 
stry the next sentence with regard to the Diseases of 
Animals Acts was altogether foreign. 

Mr. Male referred to matters such as looking over 
the records of the Tuberculin test, with regard to which 
there ought to be a veterinary surgeon to study those 
records, otherwise it would be done by a layman. 

The Chairman stated that they had accepted that, 
sod passed a resolution to that effect. 

Mr. Slocock : The second part is only stating the 


power to be given. 

The Chairman : No. The second part stated that 
there should be a Veterinary Department with adniiDi- 
rtatire and execntire control, etc. The subject had 


been pretty well threshed out.' He thought they had 
better now vote on it, first as to the inclusionof the lat¬ 
ter part “This Department shall exercise administrative 
and executive control, etc.” 

Mr. Slocock asked whether that only went to live 
animals, and not to food. 

The Chairman replied that they were not concerned 
with whether the animal was alive or dead. It was the 
Diseases of Animals Acts in the statement. 

Mr. John Willett observed that the medical men 
were interfering with the live animal 

The Chairman rejoined that if there were a veteri¬ 
nary member on the Consultative Council, his duties 
would be to see that the medical men did not so 
interfere. 

Mr. Buxton thought that in the one case they were 
asking for a representative, in the other they were ask¬ 
ing for a whole department. 

The Chairman : I will now ask you to vote. Those 
who are in favour of the inclusion of this demand for a 
department to take control of the Diseases of Animals 
Acts—to be added to the other resolutions.—(On a show 
of hands there voted in favour of the proposal 4). There 
is a marked majority against it. 

The Chairman then put to the meeting for accept¬ 
ance the substantive resolution, being the amended 
resolution from the Royal Colleges, with the addition : 

“ We are of opinion that there should be a Veterinary 
Department administered by a member of the veteri¬ 
nary profession, who should be directly responsible to 
the permanent head under the Minister.” 

This was carried. 

The suggestion of the Royal College was that the 
resolution should go the Minister of Health when 
appointed—he was now appointed. Dr. Addison—and 
supported by any other means within their power. 

Mr. Coleman suggested that a copy be sent to the 
Minister of Health and to the Board of Agriculture, and 
; two or three printed copies to each member of their own 
Society, that they use tneir influence with any Members 
of Parliament. 

Mr. Buxton suggested that a copy be sent to the 
Medical Research Committee. 

The Chairman : It is suggested that a copy be sent 
to the Minister of Health (Dr. Addison), to the Presi¬ 
dent of the Board of Agriculture, to the President 
of the R.C.V.S., to the Director of the Medical Research 
Committee, and to each Fellow of the Society with the 
request that he bring the matter before his local M.P. 

On a show of hanas the proposal was adoped. 

The Chairman invited Mr. Male to bring forward his 
other proposed resolution, but after some discussion the 
latter said he did not think it necessary. The Chairman 
said the suggestion that was made would alter the pro¬ 
cedure under the Diseases of Animals Acts as at present 
administered by the Board of Agriculture. They had 
no suggested alteration at all included in their resolution 
on that point. Mr. Male had in mind the status of the 
chief veterinary officer. They (the members) had not 
considered him at all, nor was he concerned in their 
previous resolution. They objected to it being included. 
It could, come in now as a separate resolution quite all 
right. 

Mr. Male preferred that the last two clauses of that 
resolution—that a separate veterinary department be 
formed that should administer the Diseases of Animals 
Acts and anything appertaining to public health—be 
sent to the R.C.V.S. 

Mr. John Willett : I beg to second Mr. Male, Sir, 
as to the last two clauses. 

The Chairman : The resolution reads“ This 
Society is of opinion that there should be a veterinary 
department administered by a member of the veterinary 
profession, who should be directly responsible to the 
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permanent head under the Minister.” He (the Chair¬ 
man) asked ; permanent head of which department, under 
which Minister? 

Mr. Coleman : Whichever was set up. 

The Chairman said they could not ask for a depart¬ 
ment to be set up under a nebulous body. 

Mr. Coleman : We do not care. 

The Chairman : In that case it is not worth passing 
the resolution. 

Mr. John Willett wanted to know why. It did not 
matter much whether the veterinary department were 
isolated from or remained with the Board of Agriculture. 
It was a question of doing away with the lay control. 

The Chairman asked why they did not say that in 
their resolution—there was no suggestion of lay control 
there—and make it clear ? 

Mr. John Willett replied that he did not say “lay 
control,” but it was put “ as directly responsible to 
the Minister of the Crown.” It was at present under 
the Board of Agriculture. 

The Chairman queried whether Mr. Willett would 
say “ under the Board of Agriculture.” 

Mr. John Willett answered in the negative. They 
would leave that open. It was to be sent only to the 
R.C.V.S. 

The Chairman thought the thing was not worth the 
paper it was written on. He failed to see that they 
would be doing anything else than beating the air unless 
they made it more explicit. 

Mr. Male emphasised that in every other country of 
the world there was a separate veterinary department. 
In this country there was not. Their object was to 
have a separate veterinary department under a responsi¬ 
ble Minister. If he were asked why he did not so 
state, he would say that that was what they had said in 
the resolution—that that department should administer 
the Diseases of Animals Acts and anything appertaining 
to Public Heath veterinary matters. That was all they 
asked for. 

The Chairman put to the meeting Mr. Male’s 
proposal, as seconded by Mr. J. Willett, and on a show 
of hands there voted: in favour 7 ; against 7 ; many 
Fellows abstained from voting. 

The Chairman : Then 1 shall give a casting vote 
against it. 

The Hon. Secretary : You cannot vote twice. 

The Chairman : Yes, I have a vote as a member of 
this Society. I have a casting vote by virtue of being 
President in the chair. There is nothing to prevent my 
voting on any subject that I wish to vote upon. As 
there had been a tie, he (the Chairman) had a casting 
vote, which in that instance, he exercised against 
the proposal; not because of the principle of it, but 
because it was not clear. 

On a request from Mr. J. Willett, the Chairman took 
a recount, and the same result was obtained. He 
therefore said that in his position as Chairman he gave 
a casting vot 2 against, ana repeated his reason for doing 
so. He would, however t certainly support the principle 
that Mr. Male had in view, if he would only frame it 
in such a way that it was clear, and so that it could be 
acted upon. 

Election of Fellows. The Chairman announced that 
there were two nominations for Fellowship of the Soci¬ 
ety, namely Mr. J. Bell, m.r.c.v.s., proposed by Mr. 
Jones and seconded by Major Hobday ; and the second 
was Major H. S. Mosley, d.s.o., r.a.v.c., proposed by 
Major Hobday and seconded by himself (Prof. Wool¬ 
dridge). As the result of the ballot both candidates 
were declared elected. 

Specimen. Mr. Irving produced a specimen which 
he described as a “sandball” taken from a horse. He 
had three separate cases within the last three months, 


which had all exhibited the same symptoms. There was 
no acute pain. Then they had tympanites and gradually 
died. In the other two cases one was a little larger and 
the other a little smaller. They were all Army horses. 
The concretions were found just before coming to the 
rectum, in the straight gut. The animals lived about 
two to three weeks. He gave them each a dose of physic, 
and the contents of the bowel came through very watery ; 
but they never had what might be called a proper evacu¬ 
ation. The specimen was post-mortem. The cases were 
all fed alike ; they were all young horses about six years 
old. 

Major Hobday said they uted to get hundreds of these 
in Italy. They would be passed on to the veterinary 
hospitals, which would have them for weeks, sometimes 
for even as long as six weeks, before they had a fatal 
attack of colic and the post-mortem examination would 
then reveal the cause. 

Other Business. Mr. Coleman asked if the time had 
not arrived when the National should meet oftener and 
take up the matters now being discussed, as representing 
all the Associations, and he proposed that a permanent 
salaried Secretary be appointed. 

The Chairman ruled the latter proposition quite out 
of order. It was a matter for the National, to be brought 
forward at the general meeting. 

Mr. Irving : You could make the suggestion. 

Mr. Coleman reiterated his suggestion that the Associ¬ 
ation should meet more often, and with a permanent 
paid secretary. Mr. J. Willett seconded. 

The Chairman put the proposal to the meeting : On 
a show of hands it was adopted. 

The Retirino President. 

Mr. John Willett said that was the last official 
meeting of the Session, and he would like to ask them 
all to express their appreciation of the services rendered 
by the retiring President and the way he had conducted 
the business in his years of office. During that time 
they had their first Peace dinner, and that was a glorious 
success. The meetings bad also been well attended, and 
the different subjects that had been brought forward 
ably discussed. The way the President had held the 
members and kept them to their points had been most 
admirable. He (the speaker) asked them to give an 
expression of their thanks. 

The motion was carried with acclamation. 

The Hon. Sec. formally conveyed to the retiring 
President the vote of thanks. 

The Chairman thanked them very much for their 
expression of confidence and recognition of what he had 
done, but said that the President in the chair with the 
Secretary on his left hand side could not have done very 
much unless the Fellows had rallied to his aid, and the 
credit was largely theirs. 

Hugh MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.Y.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 

J. M Armfield, Sheffield £110 

W. H. Dalrymple, Louisiana 110 

C. H. Delacherois, Bristol 110 

C. H. Golledge, Major, Sherborne 110 
P. S. Sparling, Capt. r.a.v.c. 110 

H. Thompson, Aspatria 110 

Previously acknowledged 912 12 10 

My SO. £918 18 10 
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Akuia-Fraxto-Bioxhan Veterinary Relief Fund. 
10 Red Lion Square, W.C. 1. 

The following Donations are gratefully acknow¬ 
ledged 

Major W. Kennedy, Nairobi £2 2 0 

Capt. H. J. Lowe, Dar-es-Salaam 110 
Major E. C. Russell, r.a.v.c. 110 

Previously acknowledged 300 16 7 

July SO. £305 0 7 


VICTORIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FUND 

A quarterly meeting of the Council was held at 10 
Red Lion Square, London, W.C., on Thursday July 3rd, 
1919, when the following members were present:— 
Mr. S. H. Slocock, President, in the chair, Maj.-Gen. 
L. J. Blenkinsop, Prof. Gaiger, Messrs. P. J. Howard, 

F. W. Garnett, J. W. McIntosh, W. J. Mulvey, T. S. 
Price, H. Sumner, R. C. Trigger, J. Willett, E. A.Wesfr, 

G. H. Wooldridge, W. Jackson Young. 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. F. L. 
Gooch, P. J. L. Kelland, T. McGuinness. 

Secretary*t Report. The Secretary submitted the 
following report as to Subscriptions and Donations re¬ 
ceived since the previous meeting 


Donations : 

J. Bell, “ Mess Discrepancy” 12 0 

C. E. J. Hobbs, per J. R. Baxter 10 6 

H. Mitton, Capt. r.a.v.c., Sales at Advanced 

Veterinary Hospital, Duren, Germany 5 5 6 

G. Thatcher & Son 110 

Woodger and Broad (for Sister) 2 2 0 

Bolton’s Cinema 11 7 6 

New Subscriptions. 

D. A. S. Beck, Major, r.a.v.o. 2 0 0 

T. H. Brown, Board of Agriculture 10 6 

Eastern Counties V.JLA. 10 10 0 

S. H. Gaiger, Glasgow 10 6 

T. R. Jarvie l l 0 

W. K. Johnstone. Oapt, r.a.v.c. 110 

H. D. Jones, Peckham 10 6 

A Over, Rugby 10 6 

S. R. Scott, Lieut., b.a.v.c. 110 


Investment of Funds . On the motion of Mr. West 
seconded by Mr. Howard, it was resolved 
(a) That the holding of £250 War Bonds be converted 
into the Funding Loan, and that an additional sum of 
£150 received from donations during the year be in¬ 
vested, making a total purchase of Funding Loan of the 
nominal sum of £500. 

(5) That the Common seal be attached to the necessary 
forms of application. 

Cases. No. 18. The grant in this case was stopped 
at the previous meeting consequent upon reports made 
by veterinary surgeons on the spot. A letter was re¬ 
ceived from the recipient’s sister asking for the matter 
to be reconsidered. The case was adjourned for further 


inquiry. 

No. 24. Widow, needing special appliances. It was 
resolved That a grant of £1 12s. 6d. be made to 
complete the payment of the appliances purchased. 

No. 36. Widow, no means. The Secretary reported 
that on the instructions of the President and Treasurer 
an interim grant of 10/- per week had been made during 
the past three months. 

It was resolved That the action of the President and 
Treasurer be approved and that the grant be continued 
for fa preeent quarter at the rate of 15/- per week. 


No. 44. Widow, two children. It was reported that 
since the receipt of this application the late member’s 
practice had been sold and there was no immediate need 
for assistance. 

No. 45. Widow, age 54, one son, one daughter, unable 
to assist; no means. It was resolved That a grant of 
10/- per week be made temporarily, pending confirmation 
of the merits of the case from members in the district. 

No. 46. Widow, one son, age twelve, needs urgent 
assistance to pay funeral expenses of late husband. It 
was resolved That a grant of £20 be made from the 
Clement Stephenson Fund. 

No. 47. Member alleged to be destitute. This case 
was deferred for further enquiries. 


Accounts. The following accounts were submitted 
id passed for payment:— 

G. Thatcher & Son, Law charges re 
Incorporation of the Association 25 4 0 

Stamp Duty 22 5 0 

Fees, etc., paid 13 8 6 


£60 17 6 

E. Cox <k Sons, Printing Memorandum and 
Articles of Association, etc. 34 11 0 

Secretary, Petty cash 5 0 0 

This concluded the business of the meeting. 


ANIMALS (ANAESTHETICS) BILL. 

Giving evidence before the Select Committee of the 
House of Lords on Thursday, 24th, Mr. E. Wallis Hoare, 
f.r.c.v.s., Cork, said the expense of using an anaesthetic 
had been greatly exaggerated, although it was an advan¬ 
tage to have a second man to assist. A particular oper¬ 
ation could be accomplished, after a horse was properly 
cast in from two to two and a-half minutes. 

Tnere were enough qualified men in Ireland to perform 
all operations required on animals. In fact, in most 
towns in the South there were more veterinary surgeons 
than there was work for. He thought cats should be in¬ 
cluded in the Bill. 

The witness said dishorning cattle was a brutal and 
cruel operation, and was not necessary. It caused great 
pain, and when performed crudely with a saw by the 
ordinary farmer’s man it was a shocking operation. The 
sawing of horns was extensively practised in Ireland. 
Dishorning, he thought, should be made illegal. 

The Chairman : We are told dishorning is essential 
from the point of view of trade, owing to cattle injuring 
one another when travelling. 

Witness : That is greatly exaggerated. Dishorning is 
done to make the cattle more valuable. The application 
of caustic potash to the horns before the cattle were six 
months old would prevent the horns from growing and 
would be painless, added the witness. 

He was against the “docking” of horses except in 
necessary surgical cases, because some horses never for¬ 
got it, and were spoilt by it. Most of the “ docking ” 
was done by the dealers. 

Lord Chaplin remarked that in the old days “docking” 
of hunters was carried out because of the very wet state 
of the country. 

The Committee adjourned. 


COCCIDIOSIS IN CATTLE. 

Dear Mr. Editor,—The two articles by Prof. Craig 
and Mr. Maguire which appeared in The Record lately, 
are very interesting. The treatment used by Mr. 
Maguire appears to have been very successful and will 
doubtless be of much assistance to those who may en¬ 
counter the disease in their practice. The question 
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naturally arises as to how infection takes place. Mr. 
Maguire states that the outbreaks occurred in rough 
mountainous districts 

On referring to current literature it is observed that 
Hertzog in 1910 stated : This disease of cattle is known 
as Coccidiosis Intestinalis , also as Dysenteria Coccidiosa ; 
Bovum ; and in Germany as Rothe Rhur der Binder. 
In France it is known as Flux de Sang. It is character¬ 
ised by bloody discharges from the bowels, without 
fever, but with progressive emaciation in severe cases. 
The disease occurs particularly among young animals, 
and on marshy ground. Zschokke, Guillebeau and 
Hess, and Degoix have shown a coccidium which is 
18 to 25 micra long, 13 micra wide, in the stools of sick 
animals and in the gastro-intestinal tract. According 
to Guillebeau these coccidia form small round spores 
of 4 to 7 micra diameter. Young cattle can be infected 
artificially with these coccidia by feeding them, and after 
an incubation of three weeks they develop typical attacks 
of the disease. The coccidia have been found in the in¬ 
testinal epiihelia, particularly in those of the crypts of 
Lieberkunn. The gastric mucosa in this coccidial infec¬ 
tion shows inflammatory and ba?morhagic changes. In 
fatal cases all the organs show the signs of anaemia and 
cachexia. Coccidiosis in sheep has been reported by 
many well known authorities, including Sir John M’Fad- 
yean. It would be interesting to know what effect the 
draining of marshy land, and the use of lime, or salt, 
would have on the infected pastures. 

29th July. J. Dunlop Young. 


WAR MEDALS. 

To the Fditot' of The Veterinary Record. 

Sir,—The enclosed cutting from the Daily Mail by 
“Ex-Regular” on Medals of the Great War should 
interest many R.A.V.C. officers. 

How many of the recipients of the D.S.O. received 
them for base work, and how many got a bar I Were 
any D C.M’s awarded for base work r (—Yours truly, 

F.R.C.V.S. 


“ It is interesting to note that in the opinion of many 
soldiers, the Distinguished Conduct Medal of to-day is 
the finest award a soldier can get after the V.C. Unlike 


the D.S.O., which until the very end of the war, could 
be, and sometimes was, acquired for conscientious work 
at the base, the D.C.M. is only bestowed for gallantry in 
action. A bar to the D.S.O. is, of course, quite a different 
matter. This, like the D.C.M., can only be gained for 
gallantry under fire.” 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Buckingham Palace, July 26. 
The King held an Investiture in the Quadrangle of 
the Palace at 11 o’clock. 

The following were severally introduced into the 
presence of His Majesty, when The King invested 
them with the Insignia of the respective Divisions of the 
Orders into w hich they have been admitted :— 

The Most Excellent Order of the British Empire. 
Officers—Military Division. 

* * * * 

Captain Joseph Duhault, Can. A.V.C. 


Extracts from London Oaiette 

War Office, Whitehall, July 26. 

Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

I Col. A. C. Newsom, c.m g., to be Dep. Dir. of Vety 
Servs. (April 10); Maj. E. M. Perry, f.r.c.y.s. (t.f.) 
relinquishes the actg. rank of Lt.-Col. on ceasing to 
be empld. as Asst. Dir. of Vety. Servs. (April 10). 

Territorial Force, Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

July 28. 

Capt. (actg Maj.) F. E. Heath relinquishes the actg. 
rank of Maj. on ceasing to be sec. in comd. No. 13 
Vety. Hosp. (June 30). 

OBITUARY. 

Edward Arthur DREW r , “Existing Practitioner,” 
Pontefract, died 26th July, 1919, aged 71. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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found, and also hypertrophied sebaceous glands in 
continuity with a pilo-sebaceous follicle. These 
newly formed glandular islets were composed of 
sebaceous follicles of rounded, oval, or polyhedral 
form. Sometimes the adenomatous formations 
were ramified in the fashion of a simple acinous 
gland. 

The development of sebaoeous adenomas is very 
slow. On tne other hand, in the oourse of time, 
they multiply upon the skin. In all cases they are 
benign tumours, and their complete removal with 
the curette ensures their disappearance. Re¬ 
currences only appear if some sebaceous vestiges 
have esoaped the instrument. The tumours may also 
be destroyed with the thermo-cautery.— Annales 
de M6d. VU. 

Tincture op Juniper in 
Equine Wound Treatment. 

L. Iwanow has published an article upon this 
subject in the Schtveizer Archiv. fur Tierheilkunde. 
The scarcity and high price of tincture of iodine, 
mastiche, and other preparations hitherto used in 
wound treatment, led him to experiment in order to 
find a substitute for treating wounds in the horse. 
He tried tincture of juniper, which he prepared 
himself with one part of triturated juniper berries 
and three parts of alcohol of 90% to 95% strength. 
This mixture was first left for four or five days in a 
closed vessel, and then filtered through a layer of 
cotton wool. It is a greenish-brown, almost trans¬ 
parent, aromatic, adhesive liquid which when poured 
upon the wound rapidly evaporates, leaving a resi¬ 
nous surface. 

Tincture of juniper thus prepared has been used 
with success upon thousands of Army horses. It is 
applied daily by pieces of ootton wool attached to 
wooden sticks, first round the wound and then upon 
the surface of the wound itself. It is better not to 
shave the hair about the wound; because this con¬ 
stitutes a substantial protection against external 
causes of injury. Neither liquids nor disinfecting 
powders are required. At the subsequent applica¬ 
tions of the treatment, a piece of dry cotton wool is 
used to eliminate the secretions of the wound; any 
adherent foreign bodies are removed, and the wound 
and its margins are covered anew with tincture of 
juniper. As the wound improves, the dressings 
may be reduced to once every two or three days. 

According to Iwanow, the efficacy of this treat¬ 
ment lies in the ozonising action of the terpenes 
contained in juniper, and in the formation of a resi¬ 
nous protective surface. In addition to this, tinc¬ 
ture of juniper irritates the tissues less than iodine 
does, and the scission of the sugar contained in it 
produces carbonic acid, which hinders the develop¬ 
ment of germs and exercises a hormonio stimulation 
upon the formation of granulation tissue.—(La 
Clinica Veterinaria). 

W.R.C, 


Original articles and reports should be written on one side 
of the paper only and authenticated by the names and 
addresses of writers, not neoessarily for publication. 


NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
V.M.A. Ireland Division. 

A General meeting was held on Friday, May 16th, at 
the Royal Veterinary College of Ireland. Mr. L. M . 
Magee, President, occupied the chair and the other 
members present were :—Messrs. Daly, Dunlop, Kelly, 
Malone, Cushnahan, Howard, Norris, Barlow, 
Wilkinson, Doyle, Melann, Capt. Heavy, Profs. Craig, 
O’Connor, Browne, Kehoe. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, which had been 
circulated, were taken as read and signed. The minutes 
of the special general meeting, having been read, were 
also signed. 

CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS. 

Mr. Magee, in the course of an interesting address, 
expressed his appreciation of the honour that had been 
conferred on him in electing him President of the Vet¬ 
erinary Medical Association of Ireland, and said- he felt 
sure there were other members of the Association more 
worthy of the distinction. He dwelt upon the import¬ 
ance of the Association in promoting the welfare of the 
profession and of the consequent desirability of its 
having as large a membership as possible. He strongly 
advocated the exhibition of interesting specimens, and 
the giving practical demonstrations at their general 
meetings as being sure to prove instructive and attrac¬ 
tive to the members, and he proposed arrangements of 
this nature for the August meeting. 

Letters of apology for non-attendance had been re¬ 
ceived from Messrs. Cosgrove, Elkins, Cathcart, Preston, 
Holland, Dobbyn. 

Letter from Mr. Watson, Public Health Dept., Dublin 
Corporation, with reference to the deputation to the 
Corporation. 

After discussion it was decided that Prof. Craig and 
Mr. Wilkinson should interview Mr. Watson on the 
matter, and that further action thereon should be post¬ 
poned pending the result of the interview. 

The Hon. Sec. read a letter from the Sanitary Institute 
inviting delegates to the forthcoming Congress at New¬ 
castle. It was decided, owing to lack of funds on 
account of recent extraordinary expenditure, not to send 
a delegate this year. 

Letter received from Prof. Wooldridge, dated April 
28th, containing two resolutions passed by Council of 
N.V.M.A., re Ministry of Health Bill. 

Prof. O’Connor : I suppose we will just reply show¬ 
ing action is being taken 1 

Mr. Norris : Is that letter open for discussion ? 

The Chairman : If you like—if you think there is 
anything in it. 

Mr. Norris : I think there is a great want of co-ordina¬ 
tion. The National Veterinary Association apparently 
made no effort, neither did the Royal College of Veter¬ 
inary Surgeons, to instruct its members what action to 
take. I think this want of co-ordination is an un¬ 
fortunate waste of energy. The isolated efforts made 
over the Ministry of Health Bill were extremely bad. 
The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons who retain 
parliamentary agents to inform them when bills per¬ 
taining to the profession come on, should be able to 
draw some programme and send it out to the Associa¬ 
tions so that the members could act in unison. 

The Chairman : Do you suggest taking no action? 

Mr. Norris : Yes, I do, but I think it is too late for 
action in the present case. 

Capt. Heavy considered that the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons was slow in looking after the 
interests of the profession generally, in connection with 
the Ministry of Health Bill. All the members of the 
profession should have been organised to support their 
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chums for representation under the Ministry of Health 
Act. They could have got into touch with their respec¬ 
tive Members of Parliament to obtain their influence in 
the matter. With a co-ordinated movement of this 
kind there would have been much more chance of 
success in attaining the object in view. 

Prof. O’Connor : With regard to the clause of the 
Ministry of Health Bill applying to Irelaed, the Royal 
College could not be accused of being dilatory, as the 
first intimation they had of its introduction was from 
Mr. Thatcher, the Solicitor to the R.C.V.S. 

Prof. Craig : The first point raised was that of the 
action taken by the Royal College of Veterinary Sur¬ 
geons, Now we as an Association have got to remember 
that any action taken, was taken by the Royal College. 
It was from them we first got information of the applica¬ 
tion of the Bill to Ireland, and they suggested additions 
or amendments to the Bill. Any deputation sent, was 
sent—it may not be immediate—as the result of the 
action taken by the Royal College. Regarding the 
other point, I thoroughly agree there is a great want of 
co-ordination, which is very deplorable ana a great pity. 
We have an opportunity of improving the profession, 
which may not rise again. I also agree the National 
Veterinary Medical Association are very tardy in their 
efforts to do very much for the profession, and not in a 
position to make any proposition to the Chief Secretary 
for Ireland. I propose, therefore, we communicate with 
them, telling them what we think the best form of 
resolution to send to the Chief Secretary as to the needs 
of the profession in Ireland. 

Mr. Norris : I propose the Royal College of Veter¬ 
inary Surgeons be asked to give the Veterinary Associa¬ 
tions the earliest possible intimation of the introduction 
to Parliament of Bills affecting the profession, together 
with an intimation of the lines on which members 
should work, so that the action of the whole profession 
would be co-ordinated. 

Mr. McCann : I have great pleasure in seconding 
that resolution. 

The Chairman : The resolution, gentlemen, now 
before you is “That the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons should be asked to give Veterinary Associations 
the earliest possible intimation of the introduction of 
Parliamentary Bills affecting the Profession, together 
with an intimation of the lines upon which local Associa¬ 
tions should work, so that the efforts of the whole Pro¬ 
fession may be co-ordinated.” (Passed unanimously.) 

Report of Council. 

A Council meeting was held in the Royal Veterinary 
College on March 10th. 

The following were co-opted on the Council, Messrs. 
Hamilton, Cosgrove and Barlow. 

A letter was read from the Victoria Veterinary Benev¬ 
olent Fund asking for a representative to be nominated 
for that Council. Mr. P. J. Howard was nominated as 
the representative of the V.M.A.I. 

A special meeting of Council was summoned by phone 
on Sunday March 30tb, 1919, and held on the same day 
at 4 p.m., in the Royal Veterinary College, to consider 
tbe question of sending a Deputation immediately to the 
House of Commons re the Ministry of Health Bill as 
applied to Ireland. 

After discussion it was proposed by Capt. Heavy and 
seconded by Prof. O’Connor and passed unanimously 
that a deputation be sent on that (Sunday) evening to 
the House of Commons to interview Mr. Devlin and 
other Irish members of Parliament with a view to ob¬ 
taining their support of amendment claiming represen¬ 
tation of the veterinary profession on the Irish Public 
Health Council of the Ministry of Health Bill as applied 
to Ireland. 

It was proposed by Mr. Wilkinson seconded by Mr. 
Cushnahan and passed unanimously that Capt. Heavy 


and Prof. O’Connor form the deputation. They consented 
to do so. It was decided that the V.M.A.I. should defray 
the expenses of the deputation. 

A meeting of the Council was held at the Royal Vet¬ 
erinary College on April 7th 1919, at 3.30 p.m. The 
Hon. Secretary read the report of the action taken by 
tbe Council re the Ministry of Health Bill and that of 
the deputation to the House of Commons re same. 

It was decided to call a special general meeting of the 
V.M. Association on Friday. April 11th, 1919 at 2.30 p.m. 
in the Royal Veterinary College to hear the reports of 
the action of the Council re the Ministry of Health Bill 
and of the Deputation to the House of CommonB in re¬ 
lation to same and to consider further action in the 
matter. 

A special general meeting of the Association was held 
in the Royal Veterinary College, on April lltb, at 2.30 
p.m. It was decided to send a Deputation representing 
the various V.M.A. in Ireland to the Chief Secretary to 
press the claims of the veterinary profession in Ireland, 
for representation on the Irish Public Health Council, 
and that the Deputation be formed as follows Messrs. 
P. J. Howard, B. P. Mahony, representing the Central 
V.M.A., Messrs. Ewing Johnston, and another member 
representing the North of Ireland V.M.A., Capt. Reavy 
and Prof. O’Connor representing the Veterinary Medical 
Association of Ireland. 

It was proposed by Prof. Craig and seconded by Mr. 
F. Daly that each member of the V.M.A.I. be asked to 
subscribe 10/- towards the expenses of the Deputation 
to the House of Commons re the Ministry of Health 
Bill. It was suggested by Mr. Holland that the question 
of raising professional fees be put on the Agenda for 
the next general meeting of the Association. 

A Council meeting was held in the Royal Veterinary 
College on April 17th, 1919, at 3.30 p.m. The following 
correspondence was read :— 

1. A letter from Mr. McGuinness, Secretary to the 
Veterinary Inspectors Association, asking the support 
of our Association of their claims to be includrd in the 
Professional Offices class of the Civil Service, like the 
veterinary inspectors of the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries. A resolution was carried supporting this claim. 

2. A reply from the Chief Secretary for Ireland re¬ 
gretting his inability to receive a Deputation from the 
various V.M.A. of Ireland re representation on the Pub¬ 
lic Health Council as applied to Ireland, and offering to 
consider representations on the subject put forward in 
writing. 

The Hon. Sec. and Prof. Craig were instructed to 
draft a letter asking him to reconsider his decision, and 
to draw up a statement to be forwarded with the letter 
showing tne grounds on which the veterinary profession 
based their claims for representation on the Irish Public 
Health Council. 

3. A letter from Mr. E. Johnston, in reply to letter 
written by the Hon. Sec. of the V.M.A.I. informing him 
of our decieion to ask the Chief Secretary to receive a 
Deputation from the various V.M. Associations in Ire¬ 
land, saying that the North of Ireland V.M.A. was 
arranging a Deputation to the Chief Secretary on the 
occasion of his visit to Belfast on April 29th, suggesting 
that we should have a separate Deputation, but that he 
would put the matter before the meeting of his Associ¬ 
ation on the following Friday and let me know the result; 
that he was arranging for an amendment in the House 
of Lords, and suggesting that we should support this 
procedure. 

4. A letter from the Anglo-Franco-Belgian Relief 
Fund, asking for a contribution. It was decided with 
regret that the state of the funds of the Association 
would not permit of a subscription to the fund at present. 

5. A letter from Prof. Wooldridge acknowledging re¬ 
ceipt of resolutions proposed by Mr. Watson and secon- 
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ded by Prof. Craig at the January meeting, and promis¬ 
ing to put them before the Council of the National 
Association at an early meeting. 

6. A letter from Mr. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. to the 
Central V.M.A., London, enclosing a resolution of his 
Association supporting our claim for representation on 
the Irish Public Healtn Council, and an additional copy 
of same for the Central V.M.A. of Ireland. It was de¬ 
cided that the next general meeting be held on May 16th 
at 7.30 p.m., in the Gresham Hotel if available, and if 
not at the R.V. College, and that the agenda be as fol¬ 
lows :—Discussion of question of raising professional 
fees. A paper “Notes on Clinical cases” by Mr. F. J. 
Daly. Other business. That a reporter be engaged to 
report same. 

A special meeting of Council was held in the R.V* 
College on April 28th, at 3.30 p m. 

A letter was read from Mr. Johnston saying that the 
North of Ireland Veterinary Medical Association could 
not see their way to include any further members of the 
other Irish V.M.A. in the Deputation which was to wait 
on the Chief Secretary for Ireland during his visit to 
Belfast, as the number was limited to 5 and the mem¬ 
bers of the Deputation elected. 

The Hon. Secretary was directed to write to Mr. 
Johnston regretting bis inability to include members 
from the other V.M.A. on their Deputation asking him 
to let us know the result of their Deputation, so that 
we might know what to do re further application to the 
Chief Secretary. 

Instructions were given to the Hon. Secretary, when 
summoning the general meeting for May 16th to enclose 
an appeal to members for a sum of 10/- each towards 
the expenses incurred by the Deputation to the House 
of Commons. 


Mr. Kelly : I notice it is months after the meetings 
we read accounts of them in the professional papers. 
Could anything be done to expedite their publication ? 

The Chairman : I am thoroughly in sympathy with 
what you suggest Mr. Kelly, although unconsciously you 
are hitting me very hard, because I am really one of the 
chief offenders. I hope the members in future will send 
back their notes corrected earlier, so that they can be 
sent to the printers earlier for publication. 

Ministry op Health Bill Reports. 

The Hon. Sec. read a continuation of the Report of 
the action of the V.M.A, re the Ministry of Health Bill 
as applied to Ireland. The report dealt in detail with 
correspondence with Mr. Thatcher, Solicitor to the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, with Mr. Ewing 
Johnston, Belfast, President of the North of Ireland 
Veterinary Medical Association, with Irish Members of 
parliament, with the Chief Secretary for Ireland, with 
the Hon. Sec. of the Central Veterinary Medical Associa¬ 
tion. London, and the Hon. Sec. of the National V.M.A. 
With conversations with various parties, and with 
Council and general meetings on the subject, the latest 
conference referred to being one held at Upper Mount 
Street before Messrs. E. Johnston, Jordan, Finlay Kerr, 
Norris, Prof. Craig and the Hon. Secretary, at which 
Mr. E. Johnston, speaking on behalf of the North of 
Ireland V.M.A., proposed the formation of a conjoint 
committee composed of two members from each oi the 
Irish V.M.A. to have carte blanche to deal with matters 
in connection with the Ministry of Public Health, and 
to discuss the question of propaganda, with a view to 
educating the public on the need of veterinary represen¬ 
tation on Public Health Bodies. After discussion, it 
was proposed by Mr. Norris, seconded by Mr. Daly, and 
passed 


“That in the opinion of the Veterinary Medical 
Association of Ireland a conjoint Committee should be * 
formed by the various Veterinary Medical Associations 
in Ireland, and that we appoint two members to act on 
such Committee in conjunction with the other Veter¬ 
inary Associations for co-ordinating their efforts in the 
interests of the Profession.” 

Mr. Norris : Prof. O’Connor’s statement of what 
took place at the conference is very full and clear. 

The Chairman : I think Prof. O’Connor, our Secretary, 
deserves great credit on his splendid report, (Hear, hear). 

Capt. Reavy : The whole thing is only camouflage. 
The man who was responsible for bringing in the Bill, 
threatened to withdraw it altogether if there were any 
more amendments or additions put to it. 

It was decided that the delegates to the joint-confer¬ 
ence report back to the Association before taking any 
action. 

Printing accounts were passed for payment. 

Professional Fees. 

The Chairman : The question of raising fees is now 
open for discussion. 

Mr. Kelly : This question should be discussed at full 
length in the near future. It is a discussion that may 
be made fruitful of much good. The standard or status 
that any man in the profession may fix for himself has 
always been and shall always remain a question of rela¬ 
tive values. I hold very strongly to the view that the 
public take you at the price you put upon yourself. A 
man is the keeper of his own professional conscience, 
the best judge of his own standard of living and course 
of conduct. 

Personality and professional attainments, coupled 
with intelligence, ana that cultured attitude which every 
man who claims to be a member of a profession ought 
always maintain towards the public, count for almost 
everything; in fact there are so many conflicting personal 
elements entering into the subject that it almost rules 
the discussion of the question outside the region of pos¬ 
sibility altogether. 

But suppose a man takes the wrong turning and strays 
into the profession, whose habits of thought and natural 
tendencies are to keep a tripe shop rather than to be a 
useful member of an Honourable profession, who, when 
he thinks at all thinks in terms of tripe, what are you 
to do with him? The question is worth some consider¬ 
ation, and is one that opens up strange possibilities. 
The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons lays down a 
scale of ethics Below which no man can go and still 
remain a member of the profession. I think the time 
is ripe when that scale might with advantage be sub¬ 
mitted for revision. I hold, if a man naturally gravi¬ 
tates towards the gutter he ought to be compelled to go 
there alone, and should not be permitted to bring the 
profession there with him. 

Mr. Doyle : How can you prevent him ; once he is a 
qualified man he is always qualified. 

Mr. Kelly : The Council can and ought to prevent 
him. They can prevent you and me if we do unprofes¬ 
sional things. Of course, if you were fired with a passion 
to investigate you could put Share Jones’ Transfusion 
of Blood theory into operation and wait for the result. 
It would be interesting, but would take some time. 

There has been mucn discussion here to-night about 
the North of Ireland Association. I had the misfortune 
some 18 or 20 months ago to reaa a report of a meeting 
of that body. It was the dullest and most painful ex¬ 
perience of my life. The mentality of one gentleman 
who spoke there may be gathered from the fact that he 
said he examined horses for five shillings, and his father 
before him examined them at the same price; in fact it 
came down to him as a sort of tradition in the family. 
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Tbu is most alarming, especially when you remember 
tbit this is the part of the country which according to 
themselves contains “ all the wealth and all the intelli¬ 
gence” in the land. 

Yet as you read through this report, halting and spine- 
lees as it is, you discover that any one of those men who 
ipolte there were inspired with as strong a motive as you 
are here to night ana were as anxious to do the right 
thing only for the “other fellow.” Although this does 
not adorn a tale it points a moral, and the moral is this. 
If you want the profession to close in its ranks and pre¬ 
sent a firm front to whatever difficulties that may lie in 
its way in the future, you will have to attack the evil at 
its root and the way to do that is by organisation—by 
welding the profession up all over the country. We live 
in an age of organisation. Every profession or calling 
you point out finds its very existence depends on its 
capacity to fence itself around. 

Even the medical worm shows signs of turning, and if 
the world is to be made safe from democracy, now is the 
acceptable time, and I’d venture to say that the members 
of the profession in the north of Ireland will not be the 
last to come forward for that desirable purpose. 

After further discussion, during which some members 
present said they have already substantially increased 
their fees, it was decided that it was essential to increase 
the fees considerably, and that the amount of the increase 
should be left to the discretion of the practitioner. 

CLINICAL NOTES. 

Fred J. Daly, m,r.c.v.s. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen,—I have been asked to 
provide a paper for this meeting consisting of notes on 
interesting cases which I have come across m my practice. 
I will start by saying that my paper must be short, as 
I have not met with many of what might be called “inter¬ 
esting” cases, during my short time practising. However, 
I hope these notes will make an opening for a discussion 
during which we will hear of other interesting cases 
which members present have met with. 

Wound or Abdomen. 

An aged draught mare met with an accident while en¬ 
gaged carting timber, with the result that several feet 
of small intestine protruded through a wound in the wall 
of the abdomen, and although this intestine became 
contaminated with pieces of chop and dust, the mare 
made a complete recovery. I mention it as an instance 
of the great resistance of the peritoneum of a healthy 
horse to outside infection. 

The accident occurred about seven o’clock in the 
evening, and shortly after the owner came and told me 
that the animal had been kicking in a lorry, and that a 
crook had entered the abdomen making a wound through 
which the bowels were protruding. 

I found the mare standing on the roadside, blowing a 
little, and shivering all over. The wound was on tne 
near side and about three inches to the inner side of the 
dewlap. At this time there was about eighteen inches 
of intestine protruding, and the carter was holding it up 
to the wound in the nose bag from which the mare had 
been feeding during the day. 

I bad her taken into the nearest field, and gave her a 
good dose of chloroform as she stood. She went down 
in about four minutes, and when I had her well under 
the chloroform I enlarged the wound and returned the 
bowel, having first washed it as best I could and removed 
all the grains of oats, and pieces of hay and other dirt 
which had adhered to it from the nose bag. About five 
or six feet of the intestine had come through the wound, 
doe principally to the carter letting go the bag when 
she was going down, although I warned him not to let 
it go. Needless to say the surgery in this case was very 
crude as I could get very little water, and also because 


I had to get the bowel back as soon as possible, as the 
peritoneum was beginning to show signs of congestion 
and inflammation. 

I sutured the wound with interrupted sutures placed 
close together and going through aU muscular coats and 
peritoneum. I put another row of interrupted sutures 
through the skin, and after putting on a truss, with a 
pad over the wound, I left her to come out of the chloro¬ 
form. I gave her some stimulants that night, and on 
calling the next day I found her standing up and feeding 
a little. She had to be taken along the road the next 
day to another farm where she was kept in a small pad- 
dock. 

The fourth day her temperature ran to 104°F. but 
after this receded gradually, and the wound healed in 
six weeks. The sutures became quite loose after three 
weeks and I removed them with forceps. I saw this 
mare working carting timber in the same place twelve 
months afterwards and she was nothing the worse on 
account of the accident. Only a very small scar remains 
to show where the wound had been, but there was no 
enlargement of any kind, and the owner told me she 
worked just as well as before the accident and was never 
a day sick. 

Abscesses. 

The next case I will mention is one which I attended 
some time ago. The subject was a three year old draught 
mare which had been running at grass. When I got to 
the farm I found her lying stretched on her side with all 
four legs extended, blowing a little, and evidently suffer¬ 
ing considerable pain. I got her on her legs with con¬ 
siderable difficulty, but this increased the pain, and she 
could stand only for a few seconds and then dropped 
down again. It was evident from her attitude and 
movements while standing that the trouble was in the 
hind part of the body and hind legs. I noticed that the 
off hind leg was swollen to a considerable extent all 
the way up, but neither the lymphatic glands nor lym¬ 
phatic vessels were tender. The near hind leg was also 
a little swollen. 

The owner told me afterwards that shehad been trea¬ 
ted for farcy some weeks before, but had been getting 
gradually worse. The swollen leg showed marks of 
where it had been scarified. Her temperature was 103* F. 
and pulse considerably faster than normal, but strong 

On rectal examination I found there was a firm en¬ 
largement in the angle formed by the division in the 
posterior aorta into tne iliac arteries. At first I thought 
it was an aneurism, filled with a firm blood clot, at the end 
of the aorta, but I could feel pulsations in the iliac arter¬ 
ies, and could also cause the filly increased pain by ex¬ 
erting pressure on the enlargement. Considering these 
facts, also that the illness had only extended over a few 
weeks, I came to the conclusion that the enlargement 
was an abscess forming. I applied “expectant’^ treat¬ 
ment, gave salines to keep the bowels regular, and waited 
for results. I told the owner what my opinion was, and 
that the abscess would either break into the abdominal 
cavity or beside the anus. The filly remained in the 
condition I have described for eight days, and on the 
ninth the abscess broke a little above and to the right 
of the anus. After that she was treated in the usual 
way and made a steady recovery for a month, when 
another abscess formed and broke in the same region ; 
this last one however did not cause much general trouble. 
After the second abscess had broken the filly made an 
uneventful recovery, the swelling of the legs completely 
disappeared, and she was sold afterwards at a good figure. 

This case brought home to me very much the necessity 
of making a rectal examination in all cases where there 
is the slightest possibility of there being abdominal 
trouble in connection with the illness, for in this case 
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the swelling of the legs was evidently due to pressure 
of the abscess on the iliac veins : also I might have fallen 
into the error of treating the filly for lymphangitis had 
I not happened to make the rectal examination. This 
filly had been served by a draught sire about two 
weeks before she got ill, and the owner told me he be¬ 
lieved the horse was suffering from strangles at the time, 
so that the abscess might possibly have been due to 
streptococcus equi, and the infection have been .conveyed 
during service. There was, however, no other abscess 
formation or other signs of strangles in the filly. 

I saw three other cases the same season where abscesses 
formed and broke in the region of the anus, but in none 
of them was there any general disturbance. In each 
case the Bubject was a mare and had been served shortly 
before. Unfortunately, I did not get any of the pus 
from these abscesses so could not say what organisms 
caused them. Strangles was very prevalent in the dis¬ 
trict where these cases occurred during that season. 

Repair of Fracture, 

Another case which I think may be of some little 
interest- An aged pony mare which had her leg broken, 
and although she was not put in slings, the leg set 
almost perfectly. The subject was an Iceland pony 
about sixteen or seventeen years old. She had a foal a 
week old at foot, and was running at grass with another 
mare. They had some differences about domestic matters, 
with the result that the pony mare got kicked, breaking 
the near hind leg in the region of the small bones of the 
hock. When I saw her a few hours after the accident 
it was difficult to say whether it was the extreme upper 
end of the metatarsal bones or the tarsal bones that 
were broken, as there was some swelling around the 
part. However, there was distinct crepitation on man¬ 
ipulation but no superficial wound, and the lower part 
of the leg could be moved in any direction, being held 
on by soft tissues only. There was little displacement, 
but when weight was put on the the leg it doubled up 
under. 

I considered the case hopeless, especially on account 
of the age of the animal, but as the foal would probably 
die if it lost its mother, I decided to try treatment. 

I wrapped the leg from a point close to the stifle joint 
down to the foot in cotton wool, and then applied a 
strong plaster-of-paris cast of the same length, and 
covered it with temporary wood splints to be left on till 
the cast set. 

The pony was not able to rise the next day, so I had 
her helped up, but after the second day she could rise 
herself without help. By this time the cast had set, and 
I removed the temporary splints and left the mare on 
grass. I did not put her in slings because the foal 
would have difficulty in sucking. She was left in the 
‘field for a month, at the end of which I removed the 
cast, and found that the leg had set alright except that 
the toe was slightly turned outwards. A good sized 
callus formed round the break, but does not interfere 
with the action of the hock joint, and the pony has been 
working regularly for three-and-a-half years now, and is 
trotting sound. 

Milk Fever ? 

The next case which I will mention is that of a cow 
about Bix years old, which had calved about three 
months. The history the owner gave me was that this 
cow was a good milker and was perfectly healthy up to 
the day on which I saw her. On that morning he 
noticed she was not feeding in the pasture, and when he 
started to walk her to a stable saw she was unsteady on 
the hind legs—staggering a good deal, and when he got 
her to the yard she lay down half way across it. When 
I saw her two hours afterwards she was still down-in 
the yard, and was quite unable to rise even with assist¬ 
ance. Sue showed symptoms similar to those seen in 


milk fever, including glassy, staring eyes with wild di¬ 
latory pupils, normtu temperature, the head turned 
round on the ribs, and was becoming dull—would take 
little notice of a dog, or when struck with a whip. I 
was rather at sea as to what was the cause of the symp¬ 
toms but as these resembled milk fever so markedly I 
decided to try the treatment used for this disease. I 
pumped up the udder with filtered air, and left some 
stimulant medicine to be given later. 1 called the next 
day and found her standing and eating well. The owner 
told me she stood up herself about six hours after I had 
left. She had slight diarrhoea next day, for which I 
gave her an astringent, and she made a complete recovery 
in about three days. I have been at a loss for an explana¬ 
tion of the cause of the symptoms in this case—as to 
whether they were due to the same cause as milk fever, 
or to some narcotic plant which she may have eaten. 
However, the quick recovery after treatment similar to 
that used for milk fever would point to its being some¬ 
thing of the same nature. 

Torsion followed by Rupture. 

The subject was an entire cob, six years old. He had 
been on a journey pulling a cart during the day, and on 

f etting home showed signs of being affected with colic. 

saw him about 11 p.m., and on rectal examination I 
found the fore part of the rectum twisted spirally, but 
intact. The bowel was so tightly twisted that I could 
only pass my hand forward about thirteen or fourteen 
inches. I told the owner that I considered the case 
hopeless, but he said he would let him take his chance, 
and I was to do what I could for him. I gave him a 
colic draught and called the next morning and examined 
him again. I was rather surprised this time to find the 
bowel completely cut across, and instead of feeling the 
twisted part my hand went into the abdominel cavity 
among the intestines. The animal died that day, and 
on post-mortem I found the bowel cut across as if it had 
been wrung in two, and the ends completely separated 
at the break. Otherwise, the bowel was healthy. 

Amputation of the Uterus. 

When I arrived at the farm to attend the animal, 
about ten o’clock in the morning, the owner told me 
that the cow had calved at eight o’clock the night before 
and the uterus came out about an hour after. When I 
saw her the mucous membrane of the uterus was dark, 
almost black in colour, bleeding in places, and in others 
breaking down. It had become contaminated with 
faeces and all kinds of dirt from the stable floor. The 
cow was lying, and unable to rise, the ears and horns 
were cold, also the extremities. I saw from the con¬ 
dition of the uterus that there was only one thing to 
do—to amputate. Re-placing it was out of the question. 

I started by thoroughly washing the uterus with 
warm antiseptic solution. Then, having sterilised a 
needle, strong and medium silk, scissors and scalpel, I 
exerted traction on the prolapsed part so as to expose a 
healthy portion at the vulva. Then I took a very strong 
needle threaded with the heaviest silk I had, and put it 
through the neck of the uterus as close to the vulva aa 
possible. Having pulled the silk about half-way 
through I cut it at the needle and tied each half of the 
organ separately. 

After this I put in sutures with the lighter silk all 
along the wall, each one about an inch long and at a 
distance of half-an-inch behind the double ligature. I 
inserted this latter row of sutures as a safeguard as I 
noticed in other cases that there was a considerable 
amount of haemorrhage when only the double ligature 
was used. 

After finishing these sutures I cut off the uterus about 
half-an-inch behind them, and having seared the stump 
slightly with a hot iron I replaced it in the vagina. 
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About ten minutes after I had finished the cow seemed 
very weak, and swayed her head about as if dizzy. I 
gave her half-a-pint of whisky and told the owner to 
give her bran mashes and gruel till I saw her again. 1 
called the next day and found her standing ana eating 
hay. 

The only further treatment she got was to douche the 
vagina every day with antiseptic solution for ten days. 
The sutures did not seem to cause her any trouble, so 
although I intended removing them after a week, when 
I saw her doing so well I left well alone, did not inter¬ 
fere with them further, She* made a complete recovery 
and is still milking after fourteen months. 

I have also tried this operation on a mare and on two 
sows. These, however, did not recover, as they were in 
too weak a condition when I operated. The mare was 
plunging about and unable to rise, and only lived about 
ten minutes after I had finished. The sows also only 
lived a short time after the operation. 

Chloroform at Parturition. 

The following is the last case I will mention. I 
mention it not from the fact that it is of much interest 
in itself, but it will afford an opportunity for discussing 
the merits or otherwise of using anaesthetics in such 
cases. 

The subject was a thoroughbred mare whose time was 
up and past. The membranes had ruptured, and when 
I saw her about 11 p.m. the head had come past the 
vulva, but there were no legs appearing. Having 
sterilized instruments and prepared things in the ususd 
way for attending foaling cases, I proceeded to make a 
vaginal examination. Immediately, however, I inserted 
my hand the mare made a plunge and nearly knocked 
the groom over. I then haa a twitch put on and a fore 
leg held up, but I found these were useless to restrain 
her, she would rear up and then throw herself on the 
ground, and lastly she made a vicious kick at the man 
who was holding her tail. The once that I did get my 
hand a little way into the vagina she started straining 
so much that I could not manipulate the legs of the 
foal. Seeing, after a few minutes that ordinary restraint 
was useless, I put on the chloroform muzzle as she stood 
and gave her three ounces of chloroform. She lay down 
in three or four minutes and remained perfectly quiet 
during the time I was righting the legs and taking the 
foal away. I had to give her small doses during this 
time to keep her under, but had not to apply hobbles or 
other restraint. I found no difficulty in manipulating 
the legs, as there was no straining or pressure inside the 
uterus, and the mare did not move in the slightest. She 
came out of the chloroform about ten to fifteen 
minutes after I had got the foal away, and in half-an- 
hour was standing up, and shortly afterwards took a 
drink and mash. Sue made an uneventful recovery 
afterwards. 

1 have attended other cases of vicious mares of a 
similar kind and treated them tho same as this one, with 
the same results. In none of them have I had the 
slightest trouble during the time I was taking the foal 
away. 

I may add that I never go now to attend a mare at 
foaling without bringing a chloroform muzzle and chloro¬ 
form. 

It was unanimously decided to postpone discussion 
on these cases until the August meeting. 


Personal. 

Malvisi ' Passmore Battyll.— By License, on July 
oaXiqiq Charles Ajax Malvisi, m.b.c.v.s., to Marie 
Passmore Battyll, of King's Cross and Hornsey. 


NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

Yorkshire Division. 

The Spring meeting was held at the Hotel Metropole, 
Leeds on Friday, May, 23rd. The President S. E. 
Sampson, Esq., Sheffield, in the chair. 

The following members of the society signed the 
register Messrs. A. Me Carmick, Hon. Sec., W. Craw¬ 
ford, G. E. Bowman, Capt. F. Somers, Col. A. Mason, 
Lt.-Col. H. 0. Bowes, G. C. Barber, S. Wharam. Leeds; 
Capt. G. W. Davidson, Wetherby ; G. Whithead, Batley; 
Capt. J. W. Lazenby, Tadcaster; J. McKinna, Hudders¬ 
field ; G. Deighton, Selby ; Capt. A. Ellison, Harrogate ; 
Capt. H. Walpole, Whitby; W. Ackroyd, Halifax; J. 
A. Hodgman, Barnsley; and J. Clarkson, Hon. Sec., 
Garforth. Apologies for inability to be present were 
read from F. W. Garnett, Esq., Windermere, and Dr. O 
C. Bradley, Edinburgh, Hon. Assocts. of the society; 
and Capt. A. W.N. Fillers, G. W. Carter, Major J. Abson, 
and H. Pollard. 

After the notice convening the meeting had been read, 
and the minutes confirmed and signed, the Secretary 
read a letter and resolution forwarded by the Derbyshire 
Veterinary Association, concerning animal medicines at 
shows. 

It was proposed, seconded and carried that the Sec¬ 
retary write the Derbyshire Veterinary Association that 
with regard to the first part of the resolution ; while 
sympathizing with them in their motives, this Society 
does not think it a practical proposition. Regarding 
the second part of the resolution, this Society thinks it 
it would include struggling local shows, in which the 
resident Veterinary Surgeons often take a great interest, 
and the work done is done voluntarily ana as a help to 
the local Societies. 

A letter from the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund 
was read. This had been considered by the Council 
who recommended that a donation of £2 2s Od. each be 
given to the Victoria Benevolent Fund, and to the 
National Veterinary Benevolent and Defence Society. 
This was approved. 

The Council also recommended that a donation of Ten 
Guineas be given to the Anglo-Franco-Belgian Veterin¬ 
ary Relief Fund. This was also approved. 

It was decided after some little discussion not to join 
the Royal Sanitary Institute at its next meeting. Other 
correspondence was also read and considered. 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 

By S. E. Sampson, m.r.c.v.s., Sheffield. 

Gentlemen,—In asking your attention for a few 
moments, I must again for the third time thank you 
most heartily for the great honour you have done me in 
re-electing me your President. 

I feel the honour to be all the greater because the work 
of our Society during the last years has not been of 
a very onerous nature, and also that the present year 
will in all probability be the greatest year in the world's 
history by the signing of peace with the enemies of 
civilisation, bringing this war to a victorious end for the 
Allied Forces. 

I should feel it very remiss on my part if I did not on 
behalf of the Yorkshire-Veterinary Society extend to 
our demobilised members, the most cordial of greetings 
on their return to civil life, and to place on record our 
unbounded thanks to them and their colleagues for the 
share they have so ably taken to keep the wheels of the 
R.A.V.C. in motion. We do hope that those who have 
left their practices to take up commissions will come 
back into their old routine of everyday practice as easily 
as possible. 
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We also hope that the returned men will appreciate 
the work done for the profession by those who have 
“ kept the home fires burning.” There are members of 
this association, and I have no doubt of others too, who 
can testify that the civil V.S. during the war has not 
had quite the bed of roses to bask upon which some of 
the brethren in the army imagine he has had. Depletion 
of staffs due to army needs ; long hours in attending 
one’s own and perhaps a neighbouring practitioner’s * 
general irritability of clients, in addition to general 
civilian difficulties have tended to keep one’s mind and 
body continually on the jog. 

It is, I think, quite common ground that the veter¬ 
inary profession nave more than acquitted themselves 
well during the progress of hostilities. We have by our 
devotion to duty raised ourselves in the eyes of the 
general public, and I think it is fully realised that we 
are a necessary portion of that gigantic problem, the 
State. 

Having gained during the last 4$ years that which 
would have taken us a quarter of a century to obtain 
under our pre-war cconditions, let us not forget the 
position we hold. Let us advance, with due caution, 
steadily onward with due regard to the many pitfalls 
which will exist. We must look to our Council to leave 
no stone unturned to guard our interests in every sphere 
of the profession, especially that of the general prac¬ 
titioner, which I humbly submit has not received quite 
aJl the attention it might have at the hands of our 
Council. I quite admit that our Council have been 
labouring under very adverse circumstances especially 
in the matter of finance, and it is to be hoped that the 
Bill will become law at a very early date. 

You will have placed before you today a scale of fees 
which your Council has considered, ana which will be 
open for a full discussion. It is quite evident that fees 
for similar work vary considerably in different districts, 
which renders it very difficult to arrive at a general level 
of charges for our services ; but what I think would be 
best for all, would be to arrange for a minimum scale of 
fees, with a view to stopping the undercutting which 
one hears of in various districts. 

The recent large number of outbreaks of rabies causes 
us food for thought; and we can congratulate ourselves 
in Yorkshire that we have not been visited by the dread 
complaint but we must keep an extra sharp look out 
all tne same. 

Joint-ill in foals demands a great deal of attention, 
and the very heavy losses which have occurred this year 
are nothing short of a national calamity. We must 
heartily support our bacteriologists in their endeavours 
to solve the many problems which this disease presents. 

There are many more subjects which are of vital inter¬ 
est to us which I should like to touch upon, but as time 
is limited I must ask you to excuse me and to extend 
your forgiveness for leaving them out. I thank you for 
a very patisnt hearing. 

Mr. McKinna proposed that a hearty vote of thankB 
be accorded to the President for his very able and 
interesting address. This was seconded by Lt.-Col. 
Bowes and supported by several members, and carried 
unanimously. 

The resignation of Capt. P. R. Thompson, who has 
left the county, was received with regret, ana the best 
wishes of the Society go with*him to his new sphere. 

Scale of Fees for Veterinary Attendance , etc. The 
report of the Council on this matter was considered and 
after a considerable amount of discussion a scale was 
agreed upon. It was also decided to forward the list to 
alt veterinary surgeons practising in Yorkshire asking 
for a reply. If no reply be received, the Society to con¬ 
sider the practitioner in agreement. 

Subscriptions in arrear. The question had been sent 
to the Council to consider at the last meeting of the 


Society, and that body recommended “ That those who 
have served in H.M. Forces be excused their subscrip¬ 
tions for the period of their service.” This was agreed 
to and carried. 

The Council also reported on its consideration of the 
proposed arrangements of the War Office for veterinary 
attendance on “ Loaned Army horses.” It had come to 
the conclusion that no goo I purpose would be served by 
interfering in any way. though they thought that the 
better way would have been for the War Office to have 
let the contracts to the borrowers’ own veterinary sur¬ 
geons. 

The members then passed a hearty vote of thanks to 
the President, and the meeting concluded, the members 
being afterwards entertained to tea by the Society 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 

Danels, L., Capt. r.a.v.c. £1 1 0 

Deighton, P., Selby, Yorks 1 1 o 

Howie, G, Alford, 1918-19 2 2 0 

Howie, G., jun., Capt. r.a.v.c , 1918 19 2 2 0 
Mattinson, A. B., m.c., Major r.a.v.c. 2 2 0 
Rankin, J. D., Colne, Lancs. 110 

Previously acknowledged 918 18 lo 

Any. 0. £928 7 10 


Resuscitation of National V.M.A. 

Sir,—Will you permit me the hospitality of vour 
columns to refer briefly to the announcement of the 
annual meeting of the National Veterinary Association. 

The Council of the N.V.A. at their meeting in April 
felt that in view of the great dislocation of the work of 
veterinary associations caused by the war, it would be 
little use attempting to hold anything more than a formal 
annual meeting of the Association to pass accounts etc., 
as required by the rules. Having regard to the many 
questions affecting the profession which have arisen, and 
are likely to arise during the period of reconstruction, 
it was decided by the President, Dr. O. C. Bradley, that 
every possible effort should be made to get to work with 
as little delay as possible. 

With this object in view it has been arranged to hold 
the general meeting as announced, the principal object 
being to lay down a policy. At the present moment no 
such definition of line of action exists, but believing 
prospects before the profession to be serious this, in my 
humble opinion, is a vital necessity. I do not for a mo¬ 
ment attempt to lay down any lines of policy, but it must 
be obvious to the thinking members of the profession 
that the time has gone by when our political interests 
could be left to some indiscriminate and unco-ordinated 
action by societies which thought fit to take the matter 
up, and which rarely, if ever, achieved more than the 
passage of piously worded resolutions, which were in 
most cases as promptly forgotten. 

It will I think be conceded that the National Veteri¬ 
nary Association has done much useful work in the past, 
and that very many of us looked forward with keen in¬ 
terest to the annual meetings as affording us opportuni¬ 
ties for acquiring information, to further cement old 
friendships and to make many new ones, but if I under¬ 
stand correctly the purpose for which the National was 
re constituted when practically the whole of the Associ¬ 
ations became affiliated, then the functions of the parent 
Association assume a degree of importance to the pro¬ 
fession which it would be dishonest* to minimise, out 
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having assumed these responsibilities, in what way can 
the National Veterinary Association attempt to fulfil 
them. 

In the first place it may be well to enquire if these re¬ 
sponsibilities can be defined. Is the veterinary profes¬ 
sion at large, for instance even slightly interested in the 
many questions which in the minds of many of us are 
of the very highest import to the future of our calling ? 
If the only possible method of attempting to assess the 
degree of interest taken be adopted, namely by calcu¬ 
lating the percentage of those who have thought fit to 
join one or other of our local Veterinary Medical Associ¬ 
ations, it will be found that approximately only one 
third of the practising members were sufficiently inter¬ 
ested to do so, and therefore it might be assumed that 
the majority were quite content with matters as they 
stand, and an even less favourable estimate would result 
if we take as the basis of our calculation the number 
who feel sufficiently interested to attend such meetings. 

Under the existing conditions then, is the National 
entitled to speak for the profession? The answer is, 
1 think—That it cannot claim to voice the aspirations 
of any but those who are on its roll of membership; 
though I make no doubt that the remainder are quite 
ready to enjoy any improvement which may result from 
the activities of our Association. 

It may be that the inducements to join are not suffi¬ 
ciently alluring, that there is no esprit de corps in the 
profession, and that nothing short of an assurance that 
our efforts will result in immediate material profit to 
the individual will be effective ; but a plain recognition 
of the essential preliminary, that a very large increase 
of membership is necessary before effective action can 
be taken, must not be shirked. Other professions and 
trades have repeatedly shown what can be attained by 
combination, and there is no reason to suppose that our 
profession would be an exception, but the matter is 
urgent, and if we fail to take advantage of the oppor¬ 
tunities which are certain to arise in the time which is 
immediately before us then we may well remain in the 
very undignified position in which many members of 
our profession find themselves to-day. 

Whatever the policy laid down by the members of the 
National may be, by it the Council will loyally abide, 
bnt that it will be vigorous and progressive I have no 
doubt, and in securing a 'promise from Mr. Garnett to 
read a paper we deem ourselves fortunate. His complete 
devotion to the interests of our profession during the 
past five years, a period of anxiety such as has been 
endured by none of his predecessors, demands not only 
our gratitude, but active support to discuss the pro¬ 
posals which he will put before us.—I am, Sir, your 
obedient servant, 

Yorton Lodge, J. W. Brittlebank, 

Hoole, Chester. Hon. Sec. 


A REVIEW OF OUR POSITION. 

Sir,—During the changes which are taking place at 
present, the veterinary profession is sharing in the 
general unrest, but there seems no unanimity of opinion 
as to the general causes, which I think must be known 
before we can expect a reconstruction on satisfactory 
lines. In these days of selfishness when societies fight 
for their own members and even individuals think 
almost entirely of themselves, we should realise that 
to improve our standing and conditions we must rely 
00 ourselves also. It is useless thinking that by hard, 
conscientious, useful work we shall reach the status 
that we are endeavouring to attain. It must be a fight, 
bat if we make np our minds in real earnest I think we 
w ill succeed. 


The R.C.V.S. grants the diploma of M.R.C.V.S. to a 
student who has paid the required fees and shown that 
he has the ability to pass their examinations, but as 
soon as he qualifies how are his interests looked after ? 
He imagines that he will be able to claim a reasonable 
salary, and with hard work has a fairly bright future. 
Unfortunately, it is not long before he is disillusioned. 
He finds that he is too inexperienced for practice, and 
as an assistant can secure hardly a living wage, and that 
if he wants an appointment he must take a post¬ 
graduate course. Alter paying the necessary fees, and 
acquiring more knowledge he feels confident now that 
all is well. It does not make a great deal of difference 
which appointment he secures, he realises very soon that 
he is very much underpaid and has no redress. The 
grand days that the idealist dreams about, when a man 
works for the love of his profession and is satisfied with 

i 'ust sufficient money to live on, are not here yet, and as 
te does not receive an adequate salary, or immediate 
prospects of one, he soon becomes dissatisfied, which 
creates unrest, and a lack of interest in the political 
side of his profession, which may increase until ne takes 
very little interest in the profession at all. Can we 
blame him? Is it not reasonable to presume that the 
body who granted him the diploma should see that he 
receives adequate remuneration ? If he is not worth a 
decent salary, then he should not have been permitted 
to qualify. 

This seems to me a point of the utmost importance in 
encouraging the right stamp of fellow into our profession. 
No parent is knowingly going to spend a large sum of 
money on a son’s education unless he feels that when 
the son qualifies he will receive sufficient remuneration- 
to enable him to marry at a reasonable age, and live in a 
style which is equal to the standard of other profess¬ 
ional men. This is most certainly not the case in the 
veterinary profession. One knows of many successful 

f iractitioners, and veterinary surgeons holding good and 
ucrative appointments, but they are very mucn in the 
minority. 

For instance, if the R.C.V.S. were to inform the 
Colonial Office, or any similar body, that they could not 
obtain the services of a M.R.C.V.S. under a certain 
sum, they would simply have to pay the desired salary, 
and this principle could be applied to nearly all appoint¬ 
ments. 

In the medical profession they have a medico-political 
union to look after the interest of their profession. 
Why should we not have a similar organisation to look 
after ours ? 

This letter I fear is rather strong and a little pessim¬ 
istic, but 1 feel that something ought to be done, and 
wish to start the ball rolling as it were, in the hope that 
some of our able political members will take the 
matter up.—I am, yours truly, 

Aug. 1st “ Spero.” 


A SCRAP OF GRATITUDE. 

A veterinary surgeon who took a dog affected with 
paralysis of the hind limbs into his infirmary, found the 
patient to be very irritable and instead of handling the 
dog and running the risk of being bitten, he endeavour¬ 
ed to make the patient move by gentle persuasion with 
a broom handle. 

The dog died and the owner sent his cheque with the 
accompanying note written on a very small piece of paper. 

F.R.C.V.S. 

“ Mr. A. encloses cheque though what for he would be 
glad to know. Mr. C. did nothing whatever to lessen 
the sufferings of an old dog who was dying of old age, 
except poking at him with a broom stick.” 
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ANIMALS (ANESTHETICS) BILL. 

In Committee on this Bill, on the motion of Lord 
Willoughby de Broke, it was resolved to add to the 
operations specified in the fifth schedule, to which dogs 
and cats should not be subjected except under the 
influence of an anaesthetic, the “ clipping or rounding of 
ears.” • 

One of the operations specified in the fifth schedule 
is the docking of the tail of dogs and cats, and on the 
motion of Earl Stanhope it was agreed to insert “ of 
animals over six months old.” 

The Bill passed through Committee and was reported 
to the House. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Capt. and Bt. Maj. J. W. Rainey, o.b.e., relinquishes the 
temp, rank of Lt.-Col. (July 1), and is granted the 
rank of Lt.-Col. 

Aug. 2. 

The surname of Capt. D. A. Gillmor is as now described 
and not as in the Gazette of July 10. 

Can. A .V.C.—The follg. offrs. retire in the British Isles:— 
Temp. Capt. H. Coleboum, Temp. Capt. R. J. Vickers, 
m.c (July 12); Hon. Lt. \V. Denton (July 21). 

Can. A.V.C.—Temp. Capt. R. M. Lee retires in the British 
Isles (July 12). 

Territorial Force, Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

July 30. 

Capt. (actg. Maj.) R. Rawlins relinquishes the actg. rank 
of Maj. on ceasing to be empld. (July 10). 


Buckingham Palace, July 31. 
The King held an Investiture in the Quadrangle of | 
the Palace at 11 o’clock this morning. 

The following were severally introduced into the 
presence of His Majesty, when The King invested 
them with the Insignia of the respective Divisions of the 
Orders into which they have been admitted :— 

The Most Excellent Order of the British Empire. 
Officers—Military Division. 

* * * * 

Major Peter Edgar, New Zealand A.V.C. 

Aug. 2. 

The Distinguished Service Order. 

„ * * * * 

Captain John Hodgkins. 

Extracts from London Gazette 

War Office, Whitehall, July 30. 
Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Temp. Lt. E. K. Smith to be temp. Capt. (July 15). 

Can. A.V.C.—Temp. Capt. ( actg. Maj.) S. C. Richards, 
o.b.e., to be temp. Maj. (Jan. 15). 

Can. A.V.C.—The following retire in the British Isles :— I 
Temp Maj. C. G. Saunders, D.s.o, Temp. Capt. O. V. 
Gunning (July 12). 

July 31. 

Maj. and Bt. Lt.-Col. W. A. Wood retires on ret. pay 
(Aug. 1), and is granted the rank of Col. 


An undesirable Advertisement. 

A correspondent sends us a page of Horse and Hound 
containing the following advertisement, which he con¬ 
siders should be brought to the notice of other members 
of the profession. 

“To Horse Buyers at Tattersall’s and Aldridge’s.— 
F. K. Henton, late Lecturer 5th Res. Cavalry Regt., 
Consulting Veterinary Surgeon Harrods Ltd , for fifteen 
years, examines and reports on horses at Tattersall’s 
and Aldridge’s. Fee, 5s. each horse.—Office, 2 Wells 
Street, Jermyn Street. Telephone : Gerrard 447.” 


Foot-and-Mouth Disease. 

The outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease reported 
from Kingsbury, near Tam worth, has involved three 
farms. Mr. W. T. Olver, veterinary inspector, Tam worth, 
found four cows affected, and on the following day two 
more. He at once reported the matter to the Board of 
Agriculture, and the disease was confirmed by one of 
their inspectors. A restrictive Order has been made 
and the usual precautions enforced. At present the 
destruction of between 30 and 40 cattle and calves and 
over 100 sheep and a number of pigs is involved. 

Farmers in the Coventry district were unable to 
obtain orders on Tuesday for* the removal of cattle to 
slaughter-houses, and consequently no sales could take 
place. 
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The Membership op the “ National.** 

The letter from Mr. Brittlebank whioh appeared 
last week raises questions of the first importance 
for the “ National *’ and the profession. It states 
that the chief object of the forthcoming annual 
meeting of the “National** in London in Ootober, 
will be to lay down a policy for future action. An¬ 
other even more important one is the question of 
whether the membership of the “ National *’ will 
enable it to work effectively as a body representing 
the profession. The question has a vital bearing 
upon the prospects of success of any policy, however 
wisely conceived ; and Mr. Brittlebank’s letter re¬ 
veals that its present aspect is unfortunately any¬ 
thing but satisfactory. 

At present, only about one-third of our practising 
members are upon the rolls of the various local 
associations whioh are amalgamated to form the 
“ National.’* This simply means that the “National” 
cannot olaim to represent more than a minority of 
the profession. The effect upon the influence of 
the “ National,” both within the profession and 
outside, is obvious. A wholly different state of 
affairs could be brought about in a few months; but 
whether that desirable event is accomplished 
depends upon the attitude of the great majority of 
the practitioners who have so far remained outside 
the “ National.” 

Oddly enough, on the very same page on whioh 
Mr. Brittlebank’s serious statement of the “Nation¬ 
al” membership appears, an anonymous correspon¬ 
dent plaintively delivered himself as follows:—“ In 
the medical profession they have a medico-political 
union to look after the interest of their profession. 
Why should we not have a similar organisation to 
look after ours” ? This sort of thing is heard fre¬ 
quently, from men who never seem to realise that 
we already possess such an organisation. The 
“National” amalgamation was deliberately framed 
on the lines of the British Medical Association to 
fulfil analogous objeots; but it is never likely to 
fulfil them adequately so long as two-thirds of us 
remain outside it. 

Next October, the “National” will have to answer 
two questions. The first is “ What policy is the 
more likely to be successful when worked by a nu¬ 
merically small and unrepresentative Society ” ? 
The second is “Can such a Society become numeri¬ 
cally strong and representative, and if so, how ” ? 
and this latter question is really the more import¬ 
ant of the two. We shall return to it again before 
the meeting, for its moment to the profession can 
hardly be exaggerated. 


ACCIDENT TO A DOG WITH A FRUIT CASE. 

Capt. J. F. D. Tutt, m.b.c.v.b., f.r.m.s., f.z.s. 

Winchester. 

The Brazil nuts of commerce, Bertholletia excelsa , 
are, as most people are aware, contained in a hard 
fruit case, spherical in form, which has four oells, 
each containing six or eight of the nuts, which are 
indehiscent. These cases are in some instances as 
large as a man’s head. [The one mentioned here 
appears, from the accompanying photograph, whioh 
is not suitable for reproduction, to have been about 
5in. in diameter.] The tree Bertholletia (genus 
Lecythideae) is, of course, a native of tropical South 
America. 

The subject of this note was an Airedale terrier, 
and its owner, after extracting the nuts through an 
opening made in the apex of the case, gave the 
empty case to the dog to play with. 

One day, when playing with it the dog’s lower 
jaw became firmly wedged in the opening alluded 
to, and he was unable to withdraw it, and this was 
not possible until the dog had been put under a 
general anaesthetic (A.C.E.) and the case sawn 
through across the middle and down the two sides— 
the case being wedged firmly behind the lower 
canine teeth. An idea of the size of the case is 
given above ; its weight is 8 ounces. 

It is regretted that the absence of a camera at 
the time of operation has rendered it impossible to 
show the case in situ . 


The Microscopic Lesions of 
Equine Sabcoptic Mange. 

B. Simon published an interesting report of his 
investigations upon this subject in Revue g&n&rale 
de wAdecine vdUrinaire of 1918. For his researches 
he took pieces of skin from the base of the neck of 
two living horses affected with old-standing and 
extensive sarcoptic mange. After fixing these pieces 
with Bouin liquid, he cut microscopic sections, 
whioh he stained with haematoxylin and eosin, 
Examination of them resulted as follows:— 

The epidermis infected by parasites is much 
thicker than the normal epidermis. The hyperplasia 
involves all its layers; the granular layer, for in¬ 
stance, which is so difficult to demonstrate in the 
normal epidermis of the neck, now appears consti¬ 
tuted by several rows of oells. The three layers of 
the rete muoosum of Malpighi are infiltrated 
by numerous mononuclear leucocytes. 

The sarcoptic galleries furrow the horny layer. 
They cross in all directions and are superposed 
without definite order; they have a stratified dis¬ 
position, and are limited by horny laminae of new 
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formation. The deeper galleries penetrate between 
the horny layer and the stratum grannlosum; their 
superior wall, whioh is of variable thiokness, per¬ 
tains by its structure to the first of these two layers, 
while the inferior wall, whioh is notable for its thin¬ 
ness (7 to 15 microns), also possesses the structure 
and staining properties of horny tissue, and is in 
immediate contact with the fusiform cells of the 
granular layer. 

In addition to the ovigerous female, whioh meas¬ 
ures 500 by 300 microns, the gallery oontains 
ellipsoid eggs measuring 200 by 125 microns. The 
youngest eggs have granular contents, stained 
violet by haematoxylin. Older eggs enclose an 
embryo, which is visible by transparence; while 
the eggs first laid are clear and broken, indicating 
that the larva has escaped. Larvae, which are dis¬ 
tinguished from adult sarcoptes by their morpho¬ 
logical structure and by their dimensions (220 by 
140 microns), are also found in the gallery. Lastly, 
the gallery also contains exorements in heaps of 
spherical granular bodies without affinity for stain¬ 
ing agents. 

The dermis, considered as a whole, is hyper¬ 
trophied ; the bundles of connective tissue are dis¬ 
associated by lines of embryonic cells and of 
leucocytes ; the superficial capillaries are dilated ; 
the deep vessels have thickened walls, and their 
lumen is narrowed or obliterated. 

Like the cutaneous epidermis, of whioh it is 
only a prolongation, the external epithelial sheath 
of the hair follicle presents, through the continuity 
of tissues, hyperplasia and leucocytary infiltration. 
When the preparation is examined, it is rather sur¬ 
prising to find that the parasite has taken up its 
abode in certain of the external epithelial sheaths; 
but it does not invade them below the orifice of the 
exoretory oanal of the sebaceous glands. The prin¬ 
cipal characters of these lesions are as follows:— 
The parasite is lodged in thq homy layer of the ex¬ 
ternal epithelial sheath; its rostrum is directed 
towards the hair bulb, remaining hidden in the base 
of the sac of the gallery, while its dorsal spines are 
fixed in the vault of the latter. On the whole, the 
parasite and its gallery have the same disposition 
as in the epidermis ; but there are some differences, 
such as “the thinness of the superior wall of the 
follicular gallery, and the uniform volume of the 
parasite. 

The phenomenon of the invasion of the follicle is 
easily explained if we remember the relations of 
continuity which exist between the external sheath 
of the hair and the outaneous epidermis, and the 
situation and direction whioh the parasite affects in 
the sheath. The parasite reaches the follicle by 
following the inflexions of the epidermis; the recon¬ 
struction of the gallery demonstrates this. 

It may be asked why the parasite, in its descent, 
does not pass the orifice of the exoretory canal of the 
sebaceous glands. The reason appears to be that 
at that point the external epithelial sheath loses 
the topography of the epidermis. It is known that 
the homy layer of the sheath stops at the orifice of 
the exoretory canal of the glands, while the granu¬ 
lar layer disappears a little lower down. 


Finally, the question remains of the stage of evo¬ 
lution of the parasite contained in the sheath. 
Numerous measurements made by the author show 
that it is a larva; the great difference of volume 
between the ovigerous female and the larva renders 
error impossible. From this it may be deduced 
that the larva, contrary to the aooepted ideas, in¬ 
stead of going directly to the surface to continue its 
development, may bury itself in the depth of the 
skin to remain for more or less time. 

The Treatment op Ovine Distomatosis. 

Yilooq, who is Director of a school of practical 
agriculture in France, has recently published the 
results of experiments made at his school upon the 
treatment of ovine distomatosis. These tests clear¬ 
ly prove the therapeutic value of ethereal extract of 
male fern, and justify the conclusion that ovine 
hepatic distomatosis is curable, and that recovery 
is absolutely certain if treatment is not delayed 
until the animals have beoome completely exhaust¬ 
ed. The treatment consists in administering 5 
grammes of ethereal extract of male fern mixed with 
25 grammes of comestible oil, for five consecutive 
days .—(La Clinica Veterinaria). 

W.R.C, 

(There is now a great deal of Continental evidence 
indicating the value of ethereal extract of male fern 
against distomatosis— Transl .) 


CONFERENCE OF VETERINARY INSPECTORS 

at the Congress of the Royal Sanitary Institute at 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, July 28th to August 2nd, 1919. 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 
By John Malcolm, f.r.c.v.s., Birmingham. 

Gentleman, Before reading my address I should like 
to say a preliminary word or two. I appreciate very 
highly the honour of presiding at this conference, and it 
adds to my gratification that our meeting is in this great 
city. As some of the older local members among you 
may remember, I came to this district in 1878, and soon 
after coming was admitted a member of the then recently 
resuscitated and very flourishing North of England 
Veterinary Medical Association. The cordial reception 
I met with and the friendly intercourse to which I was 
at once freely admitted delighted me. The quarterly 
meetings and the subsequent social and convivial gather¬ 
ings were greatly appreciated. Here one was privileged 
to meet on terms of surprising intimacy some of the 
most renowned veterinarians of that time. The North 
of England Veterinary Medical Association meetings 
were in those days the regular meeting ground of out¬ 
standing veterinarians, men who knew their work and 
could effectively speak about it. On the membership 
roll, and regular attenders at the meetings were such 
luminaries as Clement Stephenson, Charles Hunting, 
David Dudgeon, and Harry Wilkinson, all of whom 
have Bince passed away. Some other noted men I re¬ 
frain from naming—they are happily still with us. 
Since leaving the North of England in 1881 Ilhave been 
a fairly regular attender at veterinary meetings, but 
never have I listened to more profound and cogent dis¬ 
course, more lucid exposition, or more acute and search¬ 
ing criticism than at the Newcastle meetings. There 
were veterinary giants in the North in those days. 
Their successors may justly be proud of their inheritance, 
and I venture to tmnk there is nothing these would 
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appreciate more than that their veterinary reputation 
should equal that of their predecessors. 

Gentlemen, I trust these few words respecting the 
North of England veterinarians as I knew them from 
1878 to 1881, will not be unacceptable to you. As a 
beneficiary I could scarcely stand here without acknow¬ 
ledging my indebtedness to them one and all, but 
naturally above all others to the late Charles Hunting, 
who was my employer in those days, and whose pioneer, 
economic work on horse feeding was the practical fore¬ 
runner of the scientific economic horse feeding of recent 
times. 

Our Conference here to-day bears evidence that two 
diverging influences, the one tending towards increased 
specialization, the other towards collaboration, which 
have produced marked effects on many walks of life, 
have each made its influence on our profession in recent 
years. Curiously the name of our Conference illustrates 
in a sense the former influence, the circumstances in 
which we meet, the latter. This you will remember is a 
Conference of Veterinary Inspectors, that is, if strictly 
construed, one of Veterinary Surgeons who are Veter¬ 
inary Inspectors; and moreover, we meet under the 
auspices of the Royal Sanitary Institute. It is very 
improbable, however, notwithstanding the name, that 
any such restriction as it implies is intended to be en¬ 
forced. On the contrary, I think we may take it that, 
following precedent and the intelligent policy that has 
always marked the Institute’s procedure, the opportunity 
of speaking at our deliberations will, if time permits, be 
extended to any attender at the Conference who may 
have anything pertinent to say on the subjects under 
discussion. 

The influence towards specialization has eventuated 
in our body corporate being divided into specific sec¬ 
tions, and some of these again into more or less distinct 
sub-sections. 

From early days there were teachers and also practi¬ 
tioners who specialized in the diseases of horses, of cattle 
and of dogs respectively. Afterwards came other 
specialists, such as Board of Agriculture Veterinary 
Inspectors, Army Veterinary Surgeons, Colonial Veter¬ 
inary Officers, Indian Civil Veterinary Officers, Local 
Authority Veterinary Officers and others. All of these 
have in recent years increased. An illustration of the 
increase and progress in Local Authority whole-time 
Veterinary Officers may not be without interest here. 
In 1880 there was only one Local Authority whole-time 
Veterinary Officer in this country, that genial Municipal 
Veterinarian and fine cart horse judge, the late R. S. 
Reynolds, of Liverpool. In 1881 my appointment to 
Birmingham made the second such officer. While I 
cannot quite say that our numbers have increased by 
leaps and bounds since then, I can safely say that we 
lmve made unmistakable and sound progress, and to-day 
Local Authority whole-time Veterinary Surgeons con¬ 
stitute a body of considerable number and importance. 
Moreover, they have specialized into Stable Superin¬ 
tendents, Dairy Inspectors, Meat Inspectors, Contagious 
Disease Inspectors, etc. Under some authorities a Vet¬ 
erinary Officer is found specializing in these several 
directions, under others he acts as a specialist devoting 
his time and life’s work to one particular line. While 
both cases can justly be regarded as instances of special¬ 
izing, the latter is of course the more specific, and should 
produce the greater results. It is the intensified special¬ 
ization of scientists, and the concentration of their 
educated trained energies in specific lines, that has con¬ 
stituted, and will continue to constitute, one of the most 
potent forces in existence in solving problems and in¬ 
creasing knowledge. Besides the body of whole-time 
Inspectors, there is a much greater one of part-time 
Inspectors’ who, besides carrying on their own private 
practice, specialize as Inspectors in one line or another. 


They too have increased abundantly. Inspectors—whole¬ 
time and part-time—and other specialists are still, and 
are likely to continue to be, much the smaller division 
of our body corporate. The larger one of course is that 
of the general practitioners, but whatever line a Veter¬ 
inarian may elect to follow, he inevitably is heavily in¬ 
debted to the specialists in one way or another. 

The operation of the second influence referred to, and 
evidenced by collaboration, is naturally in a different 
direction. This, instead of restricting energies to a 
specific line and intensifying research thereon, tends 
rather to broaden or widen the sphere of action. By 
collaborating with other professions as we are here doing 
under the aegis of the Royal Sanitary Institute in the 
common interests of public hygiene, we are afforded a 
very desirable opportunity of showing our capacity for 
specific lines of work which we have been specially 
trained to undertake. Just 20 years ago the first Vet¬ 
erinary Conference Ha Congress of the Institute was 
held. This was a tribute to Veterinarian interest in 
public hygiene, and indicated that in the Institute’s 
opinion we were capable of adding to the knowledge 
necessary for the betterment of health, and the prevention 
of disease. Since that Veterinary Conference others 
have been held in connection with this Institute and 
also with other bodies until the war intervened. Now 
once again Congress meetings with their attendant sec¬ 
tional Meetings and Conferences are happily in being. 
We look to these with confidence to aid us in the dis¬ 
semination of such knowledge as we may have ip the 
meantime acquired, and likewise to further the intro¬ 
duction and enactment of measures necessary to obtain 
greater benefit from knowledge already possessed. 

Many valuable methods of proving our capacity and 
of spreading Veterinary knowledge are open to any 
Inspectors wno care to accept them. I personally have 
in the past availed myself of one of these methods in 
publicly addressing bodies of stock owners on Veterinary 
matters of mutual interest, and I am again following 
this line by having undertaken to address the Birming¬ 
ham Chamber of Agriculture, in September next, on 
the steps necessary for, and the benefits to be derived 
from, tne eradication of tuberculosis from dairy herds. 

Perhaps a brief reference to some points of interest 
observed in connection with the eradication of Tubercu¬ 
losis from Birmingham herds may not be deemed inap¬ 
propriate here. For the information of those of you 
who may not be aware of the fact, I may say that the 
Birmingham Public Health Committee, at the instiga¬ 
tion of Birmingham’s Medical Officer of Health, Doctor 
Robertson, after an enquiry in Denmark respecting 
Bang’s procedure there, inaugurated a scheme for obtain¬ 
ing milk from tubercle free cows for Birmingham Insti¬ 
tutions, and for the children of parents willing to pay a 
small increase in price over that paid for ordinary milk 
from cows not proved to be tubercle free. Broadly, this 
scheme provided that any dairy farmer whose farm was 
situated within a specific measurable distance of Birm¬ 
ingham, and whose milk was sent to Birmingham, should 
have his cows tested with Tuberculin, free of cost, by 
veterinary surgeons appointed by the Corporation, on 
his undertaking to immediately isolate and subsequently 
dispose of reactors, to buy-in only tubercle free cows, 
and to house them only in approved well ventilated sheds. 
The scheme has met expectations. Its progress, however, 
has inevitably been suspended during the war. At pres¬ 
ent we have 20 tubercle-free herds, numbering 585 cows, 
and there are 6 herds, numbering 87 cows, under process 
of being freed. 

I may say tnat we have had two different classes of 
herds to deal with ; the one where the herd is entirely 
kept up by home breeding, the other where there is 
either no breeding or only part breeding, and the cows 
required to replace those disposed of are purchased in 
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the open market. Where the cows are bred at home 
the problem is immensely simplified, and the results 
from many points of view much the more satisfactory. 
Where the cows have to be purchased one has to remem¬ 
ber that however carefully one may test the recent pur¬ 
chases, a certain percentage of recent tubercle infected 
non-reactors, doped temporary non-reactors, and other 
infected but temporary non-reactors from some other 
cause will be introduced. If all newly purchased cows 
can be kept apart for a time and then re-tested the in¬ 
troduction of infected cows into a herd can almost en¬ 
tirely be obviated, but where such isolation is impossible, 
and the second test omitted : the introduction of infected 
cows is almost certain. Moreover, the difficulty of 
maintaining a tubercle-free herd in such conditions is 
enormously increased owing to the early stage at which 
recently infected cows can infect others When we star¬ 
ted operations we were buoyed up with the hope, partly 
engendered by the erroneous conclusions (in our experi¬ 
ence) of Ostertag and others, that for a considerable 
period after infection, many cows, although having 
become reactors, were what is termed closed cases, in¬ 
capable of infecting others. In our experience no real 
reactors can safely be regarded as closed or non-infecting 
cases. If a recently infected non-reacting cow is placed 
in a shed containing tubercle-free cows, and a month 
afterwards proves to be a reactor, and is then immedi¬ 
ately removed, the odds are great that one or more of 
the tubercle-free cows will nave become infected If 
instead of a month, two months are allowed to elapse,, 
infection of some of the others is almost a certainty, and 
an early re-test of the whole herd is necessary if the herd 
is to be kept clear. That has been my experience of 
so-called closed cases, and every veterinarian who has 
worked in collaboration with me holds similar views 
on this head. 

The purchaser of tubercle-free cows in the market has 
other difficulties to contend with than those connected 
with non-reacting infected cows, not experienced by the 
home breeder. The most careful purchaser runs the 
risk of buying cows affected with latent contagious 
diseases such as contagious abortion, specific vaginitis, 
Johne’s disease, cowpox, etc.,and the unwitting purchase 
of a cow affected with one or other of these, but more 
particularly the first mentioned, may result in a very 
serious loss. 

The result of our dealing with a herd belonging to the 
Birmingham and District Drainage Board since 1908 is 
instructive. The work throughout has been carried out 
in collaboration with Mr. C. Byner, m.b.c.v.8., Birming¬ 
ham, the Board’s veterinary officer. We commenced 
operations in 1908 by testing the whole herd. The 
result is as follows :— 


Year 

Percentage of 
Reactors. 

Year 

Percentage of 
Reactors. 

1908 

57*7 

1912 

2*5 

1909 

25 

1913 

2 

1910 

12 

1914 

1 

1911 

6 

1916-18 

nil 


The eradication you will observe was gradual. This 
was due to three factors : (a) The retention on the farm 
in immediately adjoining buildings of a number of re¬ 
actors that were good milkers. (6) The mixing of 
reactors and non-reactors at grass, (c) The periodic 
purchase and introduction into the herd of cows and 
neifers, a number of which were not tested till some 
time after their introduction. Eradication was complete 
at the end of 1914, since when the herd has been entirely 
free, and no cows have been purchased, the herd being 
kept up by home-bred heifers and a few purchased ones 
tested before being Berved. In 1918 half the herd had 
to be sold, the buildings and ground being required for 
the Castle Bromwich Aerodrome. There has been no 
case of Johne’s disease, contagious abortion, contagious 


vaginitis, or cowpox. Home breeding not only favours 
the eradication of tuberculosis, but in a herd free from 
these contagious diseases lessens materially the risk of 
their introduction. 

The subjects which have been arranged for discussion 
at this Conference are all of great importance from one 
point of view or another, and in their variety and the 
extent of the ground they cover should satisfy the most 
exacting veterinary inspector here. The opportunity of 
hearing an address on Rabies will appeal to you all. In 
these anxious times no more important or opportune 
subject could be brought forward, and I think the 
members are to be congratulated on the fact that Sir 
Stewart Stockman, chief veterinary officer of the Board 
of Agriculture, consented to give the address and to 
accompany it with a lantern demonstration. His 
extensive experience of the disease as it occurs in the 
field, as seen in the post-mortem room, and as revealed 
by inoculation and by modern microscopic methods, are 
probably unique. Unfortunately important Government 
duties prevent his attendance. He has however, sent 
me his address to read to you and he has sent 2 micros¬ 
copic specimens to illustrate his paper. In the absence 
of Sir Stewart we are fortunate in having such an 
authority as Professor Gaiger to open the discussion on 
Sir Stewart’s address. Then we have a paper by that 
veteran Meat Inspector, Mr. J. S. Lloyd, f.r.c.v.s., and 
Mr. J. S. Priestly, of Sheffield, on the Utilization of 
Condemned Meat and other food stuffs and waste pro¬ 
ducts in the manufacture of poultry, pig and dog foods. 
This will inevitably interest, in particular, the economi¬ 
cally minded among us. They, and the opener of the 
discussion, can be relied upon to do full justice to a knot¬ 
ty problem. 

Tomorrow we have that irritating skin scourge of 
horses—mange, to be dealt with by my colleague of 
former days, Professor Gofton. I expect when he and 
the opener of the discussion have had their say there 
will be little known matter of real importance respecting 
it which we are not then conversant with. Following 
that we have a paper on the position of veterinary 
science in this country in relation to Public Health and 
Agriculture by Dr. J. T. Share Jones, f.r.c.v.8., of 
Liverpool University, and finally we have that omnium 
gatherum discussion on matters interesting in some de¬ 
gree to everyone of us that is to be opened by that 
uniquely placed Inspector, Mr. Hugh Begg. To their 
remarks and the subsequent discussions we are looking 
for enlightenment on many points liable to arise in the 
coming transition times. 


NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

Southern Counties Division. 

After an interval of rather more than two years, due 
to the war, the members met at the Holborn Restaurant, 
London, on Thursday the 3rd of July. The President 
Mr. G. H. Livesey, of Hove presided, and the others who 
signed the attendance book were Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, 
London, and Messrs. Jas.T. Angwin, hon. Sec. Arundel: 
E. Whitley Baker, hon. Treas., Wimborne: Percival 
Carter, Worthing ; G. W. Bloxsome, Hove ; H. A. Mac- 
Cormack, London ; C. Pack, Lymington; F. G. Samson, 
Mitcham; W. K. Stuart, Hove ; and J. B. Tutt, Winches¬ 
ter, together with Messrs. G. P. Berry, and W. Jackson 
Young, Vety. Inspectors of the Board of Agriculture, 
and Mr. J. W. McIntosh, visitors. 

On the proposition of Mr. Whitley Baker seconded by 
Mr. Pack the minutes of the last meeting as published 
in The Veterinary Record were taken as read and con¬ 
firmed. 
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The Hon. Sec. reported that he had a little correspon¬ 
dence to submit, but before they went into anything 
there was one little matter he would like to bring to 
their memory ; that was the death of one of their mem¬ 
bers during the past twelve months. He alluded to Mr. 
Henry Smith of Worthing and he thought they would 
like to do, as they always did, although it was now rather 
late in the day, and that was to formally pass a resolution 
of condolence with the widow and family and inform 
them how much they missed his presence that day. 

Mr. E. Whitley Baker seconded. Mr. Smith, he said, 
was a member of their profession for whom he had always 
had the greatest regard and affection, and he was sure 
they all felt they had lost in him a good man. 

Mr. Pack desired to support this. Mr. Smith was a 
most genial member and his hospitality was unbounded 

Mr. Caster also desired to support the proposal. As 
a brother practitioner, they were always on the best of 
terms, and be was a great friend whom he missed very 
much. 

The President added that the late Mr. Smith was 
also an old friend and colleague of his, and they always 
worked together most amicably. His loss would be felt 
not only amongst those of them who were in the same 

E rofession, but Mr. Carter would bear him out that the 
ite Mr. Smith was most popular with the farmers and 
others with whom he came into contact, and that his 
genial ways and manner had made him a general favour¬ 
ite. His family, too, was very much respected in the 
district where they had lived for so many years. As 
President of that Society he had entertained them most 
generously whenever they had met at Worthing, and his 
death was a distinct loss to them. As representing the 
Society he attended the funeral and also conveyed his 
own and the Society’s sympathy and condolence to Mrs. 
Smith, and Mr. Aylott kindly saw to the sending of a 
wreath from the Society. 

The members then signified their assent to the reso¬ 
lution by silently rising from their seats. 

The Hon. Sec. reported the receipt of apologies and 
expressions of regret at inability to be present from 
Major C. Baxter, Capt. J. F. D. Tutt, Capt. R. F. Wall 
and Messrs. F. Hobday, W. Burt, K. Benson, W. A, 
Collins, C. Coveney, J. B. Dier, E. R. Harding, C. W. 
Howard, T. A. Huband, R. E. Klyne, H. Leeney, Q. P. 
Male, W. F. Maynard, P. Perkins, D. Pugh, C. Roberts, 
P. J. Simpson, C. H. Spurgeon, F. J. Thornton, J. H. 
Tranter and A. C. Wilde. He had also received letters 
from the President of the R.C.V.S. suggesting the pass¬ 
ing a resolution urging the desirability of at least one 
member of the veterinary profession being appointed on 
the consultative Councils which were to oe established 
under the|Ministry of Health Act; and one from a recent 
conference of Veterinary Inspectors suggesting the 
appointment of a delegate to the forthcoming conference 
at the Royal Sanitary Institute Congress at Newcastle. 

The President remarked with reference to the first 
communication that he did not think they could discuss 
it much. The matter was really in the hands of the 
Council, but he certainly thought they ought to support 
the hands of the Council by passing the resolution 
suggested. 

Mr. Carter proposed that they pass a resolution in 
the terms suggested; this was seconded by Mr. Samson, 
and carried. 

The President asked if there was any comment they 
would like to make in forwarding this letter to the Presi¬ 
dent 

Mr. Whitley Bakes thought the only comment they 
cooid make was that they much appreciated the interest 
the President had taken anB the guidance he had given 
them 

The President I think that is exactly the right com¬ 
ment to make. It would be a graceful act on our part 


if we said how much we appreciate the efforts the Presi¬ 
dent and the College are putting forth in the interests 
of the profession. 

Mr. Angwin seconded, and this was agreed to. 

The President invited opinions as to the desirability 
of appointing a delegate to the Royal Sanitary Institute 
Congress and it was decided on the proposition of Mr. 
Carter not to take any action. 

New Members . The President had much pleasure 
in nominating Mr. G. P. Male of Reading, Mr. J. W. 
McIntosh of London and Major C. Baxter of Christ¬ 
church for election as members. This was seconded by 
Mr. Whitley Baker, and agreed to. 

Treasurer’s Statement. Mr. Whitley Baker submit¬ 
ted a rough financial statement from which it appeared 
there was a balance of about £28 in hand, and about £5 
outstanding liabilities, in addition to any contribution 
that was due from the Society to the N.V.A. for the last 
four years. On the other hand they had not pressed for 
any subscriptions from the members during the past two 
years, and he would like the feeling of that meeting as 
to what they thought should be done on this matter. 
His brother-in-law, who he was afraid he must confess 
did most of his work as treasurer, was of opinion that 
they ought not to ask for any subscriptions during these 
two years, but his own personal feeling was that they 
should. 

The President explained that he bad suggested Mr. 
Baker giving them a little idea of their financial position 
in order that they might know how they stood, but the 
point raised by Mr. Baker as to asking members for sub¬ 
scriptions during the past two years when the Society 
had not been holding any meetings was one on which he 
was entitled to ask for guidance. 

Mr. Angwin thought they should ask for the sub¬ 
scriptions that were in arrear, but if he might at the 
same time make one suggestion it was that the members 
who had been on active service should not ibe included 
in the list unless those members cared to pay voluntarily. 
This course had been adopted by other Societies. 

Mr. MacCormack did not quite agree with the Hon. 
Sec. He wanted to get as much money in as possible 
for the Society, but he did not think it was right to ask 
members for their subscriptions during the two years 
the Society had been holding no meetings. Moreover 
the Society appeared to be in a fairly flourishing con¬ 
dition for the members on the books, so that he thought 
they could afford to forego the subscriptions for those 
two years. 

The President suggested that subscriptions Bhould 
be collected up till the time they ceased to hold their 
meetings from all members except those on service ; but 
that no subscriptions should be asked from anybody for 
the period when the Society had been inactive. 

MV. Stuart agreed. 

Mr. Carter thought Mr. Angwin’s suggestion was a 
very good one. Let them call for subscriptions, but 
make it clear that in the case of those serving it was 
purely voluntary, 

Mr. Whitley Baker remarked that he was looking 
ahead No doubt before long they would be having 
calls made upon them for assistance. It had always 
been his pride that they had seldom if ever had to refuse 
any appeal, and he personally would rather give an ad¬ 
ditional sum than they should be unable to respond to 
any appeals that might be made upon them in the future 
for help. 

Mr. Angwin thought the President’s suggestion was 
as good as any, and said he would be pleased to propose 
it. 

Mr. Stuart seconded ; and this was agreed to. 

The President asked if it was proposed to do any¬ 
thing for the Anglo-Franco-Belgian Relief Fund. 
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Mr. Whitley Baker proposed that this matter be 
left over till the next meeting, and that in the meantime 
inquiries should be made as to whether there was any 
actual need. He did not think they would ever accuse 
him of being niggardly, but he felt they must look at 
home first. It the Belgian veterinary surgeons did not 
require assistance he did not see why they should go out 
of their way to make any donation, but if they did, even 
if it was a matter of touching their own pockets, then 
they should. 

Mr. Stuart seconded and the meeting agreed. 

Suggestions as to the date and place of the next meet¬ 
ing were invited, the President observing that Brighton 
and Portsmouth had generally produced the best atten¬ 
dance outside London, although he felt that they would 
have to touch Croydon so 9 ner or later. The difficulty 
with Brighton was that it was almost impossible for 
those in the western end of the district to attend. 

Mr. Carter proposed that the next meeting be held 
at Brighton and this was seconded by Mr. Angwin. 

Mr. Whitley Baker proposed London as an amend¬ 
ment, this was seconded by Mr. Bloxsome and carried. 

The President said that he would like to take that 
opportunity of welcoming them all there again after a 
lapse of rather more than two years, during which their 
meetings had been suspended, and at the same time he 
wished to express on behalf of those members who had 
not been serving in His Majesty’s forces their apprecia¬ 
tion of the services of those who had (hear, hear) and to 
welcome them back to civil life—when they got there— 
and wish them all prosperity in the civilian careers 
which they were resuming. He did not want to detain 
them with a speech, but he also wanted to say that be 
was elected President of the Society for one year. He 
had now been in it for five years, and he thought it was 
time he retired. He did not know whether it would be 
their wish to elect a new President that day, or whether 
they would like him to carry on till the next annual 
meeting in March, but personally he should like to be 
relieved, and he thought it would be for the good of the 
Society to have a change. He also wished to draw at¬ 
tention to the services rendered to the Society by Mr. 
Aylott during the absence of Mr. Angwin on active ser¬ 
vice. The help he had given had been invaluable, and 
personally he felt more than grateful to him. (Applause) 

Mr. Angwin thought there was no necessity what¬ 
ever for Mr. Livesey to leave the chair at present. He 
had had two years rest practically (laughter) and he was 
sure they would all be delighted to see him remain at 
any rate, till their next annual meeting, and he thought 
it very likely that he would then find he would be re¬ 
elected. They had been a flourishing Society in the past, 
and if they only stuck together they would come out on 
top again. 

Mr. Stuart seconded and Mr. MacCormack supported 
the suggestion that Mr. Livesey should remain m the 
chair. 

The President in expressing his acknowledgments 
said that he would do his best, and he hoped he would be 
able to get up a programme that would interest them for 
the next two or three meetings and then be able to hand 
over the presidency with the Society in a thoroughly 
revived and flourishing state, (applause) 

Professional Fees. Professional Conduct. Rabies. 

The President called upon to Mr. Whitley Baker to 
open a discussion on the first of these. 

Mr. Whitley Baker remarked that his main reason 
for suggesting this subject as one for discussion was the 
circular letter they had no doubt all of them received 
from the War Department stating that certain indivi¬ 
duals. he believed it was farmers in the first instance, 
were being offered the use of Army horses at a charge of 
£7 10s. a year for six years, at the end of which time 


they were to become their own property. He thought 
that offer was manifestly unjuBt to the taxpayer, and 
that was his main objection to it; but when it came to 
throwing in free veterinary attendance as well he thought 
it was a little too much. He presumed most of them 
had been offered or given the opportunity of attending 
these animals, and what are they offered ? If they were 
living in a big town, a guinea a year per horse, this sum 
to include any number of visits they might have to make 
together with medicines and if necessary the making of 
a post-mortem. If, like himself, they lived in an agri¬ 
cultural district or in a small town they were offered 
30/- per horse per annum. Some of them might possibly 
say that this was an adequate payment and so it was if 
they got enough. Colonel Smith sent him two or three 
letters, to which he replied he could not accept until he 
knew the number of horses that were to be offered him, 
and eventually he had a letter offering him fifteen at a 
varying distance from his home of from 4 miles to 22 
miles, the most he had in any one town being four. In 
one respect the War Office were generous. They sup¬ 
plied one with mallein free and paid one 2/- a head for 
applying it. Of course they might have to go twenty 
or thirty miles to apply it but they got the 2/- in the end. 

There was also another matter that affected some of 
them—the amount the Government paid those of them 
who were inspectors under the Board of Agriculture for 
the use of their own motor cars. If one ran a two-seater 
he was allowed 5d. per mile or if a four-seater 7£d ; but 
there was no objection to what one paid for the hire of a 
car. If the individual of whom they hired chose to 
charge £15 a mile it would be paid. Was this fair? 
Personally he did not think it was. 

The subject of fees paid by Insurance Companies had 
been discussed and re-discussed, but he should like the 
opinion of the members as to future action. He had 
been offered 6/- to go and examine an animal which in¬ 
volved a journey of six miles and he did not think this 
was enough. The question is what they are going to do.as 
a body. God forbid that they should take up the attitude 
of certain of the Trades Unions, but he was afraid 
that as a body they did not study themselves enough. 
There was too much of the “Well if I don’t have it some¬ 
one else will,” and he thought it would be all the better 
if they showed a little more independence of spirit and 
said “Let them have it.” If tney held together and 
made up their minds they would not accept these inade¬ 
quate fees he believed they would soon get an alteration, 
but if they continued to do as so many do now, he was 
afraid they would never get their wrongs righted. 

The fees of individusu members is a matter it was 
rather difficult to say much about, unless one knew defi¬ 
nitely what the fees were. In the first place it seemed 
to him they ought to consider what they should charge 
per mile per visit. When he qualified it was customary 
to charge 1/- per return journey per mile, but at the 
present time they could not do this and it seemed to him 
their fees should be at least fifty per cent higher. With 
regard to their professional fees, independent of the 
mileage charge he did not know how they were going to 
fix a proper scale. Were they going to regulate it accor¬ 
ding to the clients position and what they did, or accor¬ 
ding to the value of the animal attended. Personally he 
thought they should adopt a similar course to that which 
medical men adopted and charge their clients somewhat 
in proportion to their position in life (hear, hear) and 
where necessary of course give their services gratuitously. 
He presumed all of them did this occasionally, but there 
was nothing annoyed him more than to be told he was 
charging too high. He felt however that unless the 
Government showed a better lead to the community at 
large than it was now giving in this matter of its pay¬ 
ment to professional men they could hardly expect the 
public outside to be willing to pay them in proportion 
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to wbat they deserved. He thought it was scandalous 
that at the present time the Government should be pay¬ 
ing as doles to people many of whom were wastrells far 
more, in many instances, than they were paying them as 
professional men for their services rendered, (hear hear) 

Before he left home that day he had a letter from Mr. 
Maynard of Romsey in which after expressing his re¬ 
gret that he was unable to attend he stated that this 
subject was one in which he was very much interested, 
and that he had flatly refused the offer of 30/- per horse. 

Mr. Pack mentioned that those of them who were 
inspectors under the County Council were paid exactly 
the same fees as thirty years ago, and it was a matter of 
common knowledge that travelling expenses and living 
expenses had increased considerably since then, and 
they could not be expected to work for the same fees 
now. He believed, however, it only required a few of 
them to unite and send in a memorial to the proper 
quarter for this state of things to be remedied. 

With regard to these horses that were being hired out 
to farmers, he received a communication offering a 
guinea per animal in the town and £1 lls. 6d. within a 
fifteen mile radius, and it did not require much con¬ 
sideration on his part for him to flatly refuse the offer. 

In his neighbourhood there had been a good deal of 
tree-cutting going on, and the Board of Trade had a 
department known as the timber supplies department. 
In connection with this department, when one sent in 
the account to Lyndhurst it was returned with a memo¬ 
randum asking what discount one was prepared to allow 
for prompt payment. With regard to their individual 
charges he thought they ought to regulate them accord¬ 
ing to the position of the client. 

Mr. McIntosh, after expressing his pleasure at meet¬ 
ing the members of the Society that day for the first 
time, at the invitation of their President quite agreed 
with Mr. Baker that viewed strictly from the commercial 
point of view this hiring out of horses on the terms now 
offered was a very unsound transaction on the part of 
the Government, and knowing the prices that had to be 
paid for horses now he thought it quite inadequate. 
As to the fees offered for veterinary attendance on these 
animals it did not affect him in any way, but he should 
certainly call it quite inadequate, and the only thing 
they had to do was to refuse to do it at the price. The 
fees paid to inspectors by the Board of Agriculture he 
was not so much surprised at, because Government 
officials in this department had always been paid on a 
very low scale. He believed veterinary inspectors were 
appointed at £200 a year. An ordinary carmen in the 
City of London got more money. He thought it was a 
disgrace. There again the same thing applied. It was 
up to them to withhold their services. It was only a 
question of sticking together and forcing their hands, 
but any amount of persuasion outside of that would, he 
was afraid, have very little effect. The question of fees 
did not affect him very much, but he was always paid 
according to the distance, the time taken up, and the 
work required. 

Mr. Angwin had just a few words to say with refer¬ 
ence to this hiring out of horses. A few weeks ago 
when he was demobed he paid a visit to the D.D.V.S, 
office at 50 Pall Mall, where he was told he could be de¬ 
mobilised but not actually gazetted out. He was then 
introduced to another official when he saw a huge map 
of the whole of the Eastern Division on which were a 
number of circles in red ink. This official procured a 
compass and some red ink and ascertaining that he lived 
at Arundel drew a red circle round that town with a 
radios of about fifteen miles. He asked what that was 
for, and he was informed that any Army horses in that 
neighbourhood that required treatment would be treated 
by the veterinary officer in that district. He was not 
aware at the time that other veterinary surgeons had 
been already asked to do this work. 
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he absolutely refused to take such Bums as 2/6d. or 3/6d. 
He simply returned the papers with a note saying that 
his own fee was so-and-so. Only the previous Wednes¬ 
day at market he was approached by an insurance agent 
for the examination of a thoroughbred valued at £250 
and was offered 5/. He merely replied that his fee was 
£2 2s. and he heard no more of it. 

Mr. Bloxsome remarked that he was one of those 
individuals who had received one of these circulars say¬ 
ing a number of horses were to be loaned out, that these 
horses would probably require veterinary attendance, 
and that the fee for such attendance would be 30/- a year. 
He wrote back pointing out that it was usual even in 
contracts in towns where one had a number of horses 
together to get a guinea per annum, that as this partic¬ 
ular firm were constantly buying fresh horses there 
would be another guinea for examination, and also that 
it was customary to charge extra for operations, and 
that it was quite impossible to do the work. Even if 
they accepted the 30/- they would find it would be paid 
minus income tax at 3/- in the £1. [ Mr. Baker: Six shil¬ 
lings. Mr. Bloxsome: That is on unearned income; this 
is earned—and you will earn it if you do it at that 
price.] 

Long before the war he had refused to have anything 
to do with the Insurance Companies at the fees offered. 
The subject of professional fees generally was, as Mr. 
Baker said, a very difficult problem ; but it was impos¬ 
sible for them to continue to work on a pre-war basis. 

Mr. Angwin mentioned, in connection with these 
horses that were loaned out, that any horse likely to be 
laid up for four weeks or more was returned to the 
nearest veterinary hospital. 

Mr. Samson did not think they ought to examine any 
horses for insurance purposes for less than half a guinea. 
The Companies certainly tried it on, but he always sent 
the papers back with an intimation that his fee was 
ha]f-a-guinea, and nine times out of ten he found they 
paid it. As to these contract horses, if one could have 
twenty or thirty horses in the same town it would be 
all right, but when they were scattered about the country 
the pay was quite inadequate. 

The President remarked that the discussion had 
been very interesting, and he thought they were all 
agreed that the fees offered to the country practitioner 
were quite inadequate and practically an insult to their 
intelligence to have to accept. He thought perhaps if 
their Society were to pass a resolution which could be 
forwarded to the Military authorities—if it went as an 
expression of opinion from the Society it might do some 
good, but at all events it could Dot do any harm. The 
fees paid by Insurance Companies he thought was 
entirely a matter for the individual member. If they 
cared to accept 2/6 or 3/6 for a horse it was their own 
look out, but he thought any member who had any 
respect for his profession would refuse it. With regard 
to the private professional fees, some Societies nad 
formulated a scale of fees which their members were 
asked to accept, but he thought that was going too far. 
There was no doubt that the scale of their fees ought to 
be raised. 

Mr. Whitley Baker suggested the following for the 
resolution :— 

“ That the members of the Southern Counties Veteri¬ 
nary Society at a meeting held on Thursday, July 3rd, 
1919, uaniraously resolved that the fees offered by the 
Military authorities for professional services to be 
rendered by members of the veterinary profession for 
horses hired out to farmers and others were quite in¬ 
adequate, and an insult to the profession, and begged 
the Military authorities to re-arrange their scale of tees 
in such a manner as to be fair to those whom they 
would employ.” 
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Mr. Bloxsome proposed that this be adopted. Mr. 
Btuart seconded, it was put and carried. 

Mr. Percival Carter asked the opinion of the 
members on the following hypothetical case : A veteri¬ 
nary surgeon, before coming into a district, wrote and 
asked for details of a practice from a widow. Event¬ 
ually word was sent to him that she had disposed of the 
practice. He then wrote to another veterinary surgeon 
in the same district who was on service, asking if he was 
disposed to sell, and that man declined to sell, but on 
his return from service found that this would-be 
purchaser had already started there in practice. Would 
that be regarded as a breach of, or contrary to profess¬ 
ional etiquette 1 Mr. Carter added that the War Office 
sent out a memorandum to the effect that veterinary 
surgeons joining up would have some protection against 
competing practices starting during their absence. 

The President remarked that they could not restrict 
trade. They could condemn conduct and say that such 
a man had acted in a way that was not creditable to 
the profession, but he did not think the Council could 
strike him off the roll. A very great injustice might be 
done in such a case, but he did not see what action they 
could take to stop it. 

Mr. Pack believed that under the Defence of the 
Bealm Act no fresh businesses could be opened during 
the war without licence. 

Mr. Stuart said the question to his mind was 
whether there might not in such circumstances be a case 
under the Defence of the Realm Act. He did not think 
there was any chance of the Council striking a man off 
the roll, but he thought they should put the case out¬ 
lined by Mr. Carter Before the Council and ask for their 
opinion on it. 

Mr. Tutt agreed. 

Mr. McIntosh : A man for instance might have been 
perfectly genuine in his enquiries, and although it would 
be rather hard, especially when one was away on 
service, to find another established in practice in the 
same town on his return, he was afraid the Council 
could not possibly interfere. 

Mr. MacCormack suggested that Mr. Carter should 
be asked to put his hypothetical case in writing, and 
that they should then ask the Council for a ruling on it. 

Mr. Stuart proposed that this be done and this was 
seconded and carried. 

Rabies. 

The President said he had tried to get Sir Stewart 
Stockman to attend that meeting but that was impossible 
for reasons which they would all understand. Sir 
Stewart had however kindly arranged for Mr. Berry, the 
Chief Veterinary Inspector to be present, and give them 
any information which it was in his power, and the 
Board of Agriculture would also be glad to help them in 
any difficulties they might come across with regard to 
this disease. In opening what he hoped would prove 
an interesting discussion he did not propose to give 
them a long dissertation on rabies. He had got copies 
of various Orders issued by the Board on the subject, 
including one that described the symptoms of rabies, 
but although as posters they were excellent, if any 
police constable thought he was going to diagnose a case 
of rabies by these symptoms he was a much smarter 
man than one would take him for. Personally, he 
should be very sorry indeed, on seeing a dog brought to 
his house for the first time by a policeman, to say 
whether that dog had or had not rabies, and he 
thought it would take a very clever man to do so. He 
had jotted down a few symptoms such as veterinary 
practitioners would be likely to observe, and which 
would help them in coming to a decision. 

One of the first things I think you will notice in a 
rabid dog will be its altered demeanour and its altered 


habits of life. That is to say, a noisy and demonstrative 
dog will suddenly become quiet, and a quiet dog may 
become fidgety. Then he will probably go off his food. 
Neither of these symptoms, however, are diagnostic of 
rabies only. You see them in 49 out of every 50 dogs 
brought to you, and they simply indicate that the animal 
is not well. Perhaps what will be a little more notice¬ 
able will be its desire to avoid light and noise. This 
also is Been in many other diseases. A dog instead of 
lying out in the sun will prefer to go and lie under a sofa 
or table. He will also avoid a noisy room and will try 
and lie somewhere in the quiet. This will perhaps draw 
the owner’s attention to the fact that the dog is not well. 
A rabid dog never rests long in one place. If at this 
time you were to take the dog up and look at his eyes 
you would see there is a change in the appearance of 
them. There will be rather an inane look about them, 
and if you know the dog well you would possibly say he 
was a bit stupid. If you went to the dog while he was 
under a table, instead of finding him quiet and docile 
he might growl at one, and if you were to touch him 
when he was not expecting it he would jump; in other 
words his skin would be hypersensitive. These things 
of course are also seen in other diseases, but if you were 
looking out for a rabid dog it might make you suspicious; 
I do not think you could say more than that. To take 
the symptoms a stage further if you looked at the dog’s 
eyes you would find that the peculiar look to which I 
have referred was slightly altering. There is a big stare 
in the eyes, due to a great extent to the dilatation of the 
pupil. That is really the first sign of brain disease. It 
is the beginning of the commencing paralysis which 
finally ends in death. When once the dog’s eyes have 
begun to dilate the animal will very often become snappy, 
and from that stage he will go to gnawing at things 
which do not form any article of food, and he will be 
doing this when he is refusing normal food. He will 
even eat his faeces and drink his urine. 

He will snap at invisible objects or at any bright sub¬ 
stance, a highly polished boot or shoe being a common 
object which seems to annoy him. A bite at this time 
is very dangerous. Sometimes at this stage the animal 
may become “furious,” that is he may attack anything 
in his reach or anything held out to him, but this furious 
form is by no means always seen. 

He may now start to wander, his gait being curiouB; 
it is a slinking run, not like the usual springy trot. It 
is more like the run of a tired animal. He will attack 
anything in his path and then continue on his way. He 
will seldom go out of his way to attack. In thio state 
he may run for 20 or 30 miles and the run end in exhaus¬ 
tion and death, or he may find his way back home. 
Other symptoms noticed are abnormal sexual excitement, 
and change of voice. He may suffer from priapism and 
paraphymosis and will bite anyone trying to relieve his 
condition. The voice is peculiar, and cannot properly 
be described in words. Perhaps the best way to convey 
an idea of the change is to bear in mind that the alter¬ 
ation of sound is due to progressive paralysis affecting 
the muscles of the larynx. The bark becomes more of 
a wailing howl—noise is made both on expiration and 
inspiration . When heard the sound is quite character¬ 
istic. 

As the paralysis increases one sees signs which are 
much more helpful in making a diagnosis, such as sali¬ 
vation and dropping of the lower jaw. When rabies is 
abroad in the district these two symptoms must always 
be regarded with great suspicion. The paralysis gradu¬ 
ally increases, and though it is a marked symptom at the 
end of the disease it may be the first and only symptom 
noticed, and it may come early. It is then noticed first 
in the hind legs. Paralysis is followed by coma, and 
death from exhaustion ; the disease generally running a 
course of from 5 to 10 days, 7 days being the average 
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duration. If a dog suspected of rabies is kept under 
observation for 10 days, there is an almost practical 
certainty of being able to make a certain diagnosis ante 
mortem. If rabid the dog will almost certainly die 
within that period. 

Differential Diagnosis. This is of importance, is 
often of great difficulty, but it is always best to err on 
the side of caution and safety. A dog brought with 
dropped jaw may be supposed to be and generally is 
Buffering from a bone in the mouth or throat. In these 
cases he claws at his mouth, and cannot close his jaw 
owing to the obstruction ; a rabid dog's jaw may be 
closed by raising it but will drop again when released. 
Broken jaw iB easily diagnosed, dislocated jaw is fixed, 
immovable, pain is caused if handled. Temporary pa¬ 
ralysis is often seen when a dog is in perfect health other¬ 
wise, and one must then look for other symptoms. 

Fits, heat apoplexy and sunstroke are often seen, and 
should give no trouble in diagnosis. It is safe to say 
that if a dog, especially a puppy, has a sudden fit or con¬ 
vulsion, he has not got rabies. Often a young dog that 
has had a night out in chase of a bitch, and comes home 
dirty and worn out, may give rise to suspicion, but a day's 
rest indoors soon allays one's fears, as he gets better and 
not worse. 

Distemper is worth noting as it appears in so many 
and varied forms that confusion may arise in one's mind 
unless one looks at all the symptoms present and does 
not confine one's attentionlto merely one or two. 

Meningitis and pachymeningitis are also very easily 
mistaken for rabies, owing to the initial hyper sensitive¬ 
ness followed by (often progressive) paralysis. In rheu¬ 
matism also there is hypersensitiveness and often snap¬ 
piness. In any of these latter diseases where pain is a 
prominent symptom there may be change of habit and 
temper, and dilatation of the pupil. Other diseases not 
to be confused with rabies are anal abscess, and middle 
ear disease following on canker. 

Another disease which can very easily be mistaken for 
rabies is tuberculosis. Dogs suffering from this disease 
very often show very peculiar symptoms. Sometimes 
you will get paroxysms of hyper sensitiveness closely re¬ 
sembling meningitis, and in other cases you get asute 
sensitiveness of the nerves of the skin, particularly 
round the chest and abdomen. It is very difficult in 
such cases when one sees the dog for the first time to 
satisfy oneself whether one is dealing with a case of 
early tubercular meningitis or rheumatism, or (if rabies 
were suspected)—a case of rabies. 


Mr Pack mentioned that he had had three cases of 
rabies during the past forty years, and in one of these 
the animal went through practically all the symptoms 
so vividly described by the President, the post-mortem 
showing the cause to be tuberculosis. On the other 
hand he had suspected cases brought to him where he 
was afterwards satisfied that it could not have been 
rabies. 

Mr. Samson remarked that it was some years now 
since he had a rabid dog to deal with. He well remem¬ 
bered the last one. The owner thought it had got a bone 
in its throat but on laying the dog on the table he 
noticed the dropping of the lower jaw as described by 
the President, and telling the owner to hold the animal 
while be tried and get the bone out, he gave it some 
prussic acid instead. (Laughter.) Nine out of every 
ten dogs reported or suspected of being rabid were in 
his opinion certainly not rabid, but were suffering either 
from ordinary distemper fits or epileptic fits. 

Prof. Wooldridge : One point he would like to refer 
to was the dropping of the lower jaw. Although this 
was very frequently seen in rabies one must guard 
against assuming that all such cases were rabid, or likely 
to become rabia. He had in his mind one case which 
on inspection was found to be a rather unusual case of 


softening of the lower iaw. One could close the jaw 
but the aog could not close it himself. He would take 
soft food Dnt could not take anything hard. With 
reference to the finding of such things as coal in the 
stomachy apparently a rabid dog would seize and chew 
any foreign body with which it came in contact, but on 
the other hand they might not find any foreign bodies. 

Mr. Berry : With reference to the finding of foreign 
bodies in the stomach the cases seem to be divided. In 
some there had been quite a number and in others none, 
but they had found in their experience that a dog would 
take anything, as Prof. Wooldridge had said. One of 
the things very frequently found was balls of hair. 
They also frequently found pieces of wood, also cocoanut 
matting and pieces of curtains. It was not usual to 
find normal mod in the stomach, but they would find 
almost anything else. One of the most important symp¬ 
toms they had found was the tendency of a rabid dog to 
drink its own urine. This was a very diagnostic symp¬ 
tom as far as rabies was concerned, and should im¬ 
mediately put them on the alert. Another thing he had 
noticed was he had never seen an affected male aog cock 
its leg to urinate. It was very noticeable the frequency 
with which owners would come to them and say their 
dog had got a bone in its throat, but in all these cases 
when the post mortem had been made he had looked for 
a reason for this dropping of the jaw, and had been dis¬ 
appointed. Sometimes they had had swellings in the 
throat, but even these had disappeared at the time of 
death. Vomiting was an important symptom and so 
was retching and gulping, especially in the dropped jaw 
cases; and another important sign was the extraordin¬ 
arily keen nervous irritability. The Board advised 
veterinary surgeons never to destroy an apparently 
healthy dog until after a certain period. The uncertainty 
in all these cases was whether a dog was going to develop 
rabies, and if there was one thing more than another he 
would like to impress upon them it was the necessity for 
observation. It was to the veterinary surgeons that the 
Board of Agriculture looked for help in stamping out 
this diseaase, because their advice is sought by the owner 
of the dog at the earliest stage. Mr. Berry mentioned 
that there had been 218 confirmed cases from September 
last till the first of July. Of these, 101 had occurred in 
Devon, including Plymouth ; 27 in Cornwall, 63 in 
Glamorganshire, 7 in Monmouthshire, 8 in Surrey, 7 in 
Middlesex, one in London, one in Kent Metropolitan 
area and one in East Kent. There was one case in Ply¬ 
mouth that had developed rabies after an interval of 
nearly seven-and-a-half months, but the usual period 
was from a week to ten days. 

The President : I take it that you would suggest 
that we should warn owners to keep all suspected dogs 
shut up and under observation for a week or ten days, 
even if we do not feel justified in notifying them. 

Mr. Berry : Yes, the great thing is to prevent the 
escape of any suspected dog or its contact with other 
dogs. Theprospect of stamping out the disease depends 
entirely on control : if we can only get to know of the 
cases we shall stamp it out. If owners of dogs only 
realised what is at stake I think they would see what a 
small thing it is we are asking of them. 

On the proposition of Mr. W. K. Stuart, seconded by 
Mr. Samson, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded Mr. 
Berry for his attendance and for the information he had 
given the meeting. 

The President remarked that before he brought the 
meeting to a close the members would, he was sure, be 
pleased to know that the missing teeth instruments had 
been found, and that they were available for the use of 
members on application to the Secretary. 

The customary vote of thanks to the President for 
presiding was proposed by Mr. Stuart, and seconded by 
Mr. Pack. 

Arundel. J. T. Angwin, Hon. Sec. 
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NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

• North Midland Division. 

The quarterly meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Sheffield, on May6th, when the following members were 
present:—Mr. W. Collinson (President), Messrs. J. A. 
Hodgman, H. Thompson, M. Robinson, C. S. Smith, 
S. H. Nixon, W. Murgatroyd, F. L. Somerset, T, C. 
Fletcher, S. E. Sampson, and J. S. Lloyd. Visitors:— 
H. L. Torrance and J. M. Arinfield. 

The Secretary reported that apologies for inability to 
be present had been received from Major Abson, d.s.o., 
ana Mr. Marrison. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read by the 
Hon. Secretary, and on the motion of Mr. Thompson, 
seconded by Mr. Collinson, were adopted. 

The Council minutes of the meeting held April 22nd 
were also read, and on the motion of Mr. Smith, se¬ 
conded by Mr. Hodgman, were received and approved. 

The question of veterinary attendance at Shows as 
raised by the Derbyshire Veterinary Association was 
fully discussed, and on the motion of Mr. Nixon, se¬ 
conded by Mr. Somerset, it was decided to recommend 
members only to attend at Shows for a minimum fee of 
£2 2s. Od. for the half-day, or £3 3s. Od. for the whole 
day. 

An application from the Secretaries of the Anglo- 
Franco-Belgian Relief Fund was next read. 

On the motion of Mr. Robinson, seconded by Mr. 
Sampson, and supported by the Hon. Secretary, it was 
decided to subscribe the sum of £5 5s. Od. to this Fund. 

Some Interesting Cases. 

Address by Mr. S. H. Nixon. 

Rupture of Ovary in small cart mare . 

This mare belonged to a coal merchant and had been 
treated for influenza. Afterwards Mr. Nixon was called 
in, when he found the animal exhibiting the following 
symptoms:—Rapid breathing—about 110 respirations 
to the minute, Temp. 107 4, Legs apart. The animal 
died the same day. Post-mortem examination revealed 
rupture of left ovary and slight haemorrhage. 

Did the animal die from shock ? 

Rheumatoid Arthritis. 

A half-bred gelding, five years old, sixteen hands high, 
the property of a mineral water manufacturer. When 
seen the animal was perspiring and feverish, the off hind 
leg being immovable. Two days later there was a very 
large swelling round the hip joint. 

Mr. Nixon had the animal slung, the affected part 
fomented with hot water, later blistered with Biniodide 
of mercury ; recovery followed. The animal was then 
put to work, and after only four days the other hip went 
wrong in exactly the same manner, and recovered after 
similar treatment. Six weeks later the near shoulder, 
and some months again later the off shoulder, and then 
the off hock, were all similarly affected. Each of these 
affected parts were in turn blistered and the animal 
rested. The internal treatment was salines, and partic¬ 
ularly salicylates. All the joints affected were left a 
little stiff and enlarged. When the weather was favour¬ 
able the animal was turned out to grass, became free 
from lameness, and was sold for thirty guineas. 

Shoulder lameness. 

Mr. Nixon had on several occasions met with persist¬ 
ent shoulder lameness, which with usual mild treatment 
followed by repeated blisters did not recover. 

In most of these cases the foot of the affected leg 
went small in six or eight months’ time. 

(Mr. Somerset here interposed that he had under his 
treatment a mare which went slightly lame, then became 


sound, and was sold as a show mare. He diagnosed the 
case as one of shoulder lameness. Twelve months later 
the mare again went lame with splint, but recovered 
with point firing and blister.) 

Impaction of the Rectum in a Doj. 

This case lasted fourteen days before any action of the 
bowels took place. The usual cathartics were given, 
but on each occasion caused vomition. The animal was 
a smooth-haired retriever. He had the rectum impacted 
by coal and other concretions. These were broken down 
by means of a plain curette, this being followed by in¬ 
jections of glycerine and water. Small doses of petroleum 
were kept on the stomach. This treatment was con¬ 
tinued, and at the end of twenty-two days the animal 
had completely recovered. 

Three undiagnosed lesions . 

(a) A three-year-old hack mare had been driven a 
journey, and upon arrival at the stable showed symptoms 
of colic. A dose of physic was given and operated on 
the second day. The next day the mare ate a thin mash, 
and died two days later. 

Post-mortem examination revealed that the end of the 
caecum was inflated about six inches and had become 
gangrenous. 

(£) Another horse showed similar symptoms for thirty- 
six hours and had a running-down pulse. He died after 
forty-eight hours in very great pain. 

Post-mortem examination showed a portion of the 
caecum had passed through the mesentery and become 
strangulated. 

(c) An army cast horse had bad teeth, and in conse¬ 
quence was doing badly. A bloody mucus was dis¬ 
charged from the nostrils. This animal was suspected 
of Glanders and submitted to the Mallein test, but died 
the next day. 

Post-mortem examination revealed a large number of 
blood spots in the lungs, but no symptoms of glanders. 
This case was probably one of Acute Purpura Haemor- 
rhagica. 

Haemoglobinuria. 

Mr. Nixon had lately had a number of these cases, and 
had been successful in treating them with Adrenalin 
and Chloride solution, with the exception of two. His 
dose for a pony was 30 min of 1 in 1000 solution, com¬ 
bined with stimulants and salines internally, and a 
stimulating liniment to the loins. Of about twenty 
cases he had treated in eight years, two died in thirty- 
six hours. Both these horses had been attacked whilst 
at work and had gone down in the street. For big 
horses the dose is a drachm of the solution. 

Mr. Nixon said he had also used Adrenalin success¬ 
fully in the treatment of Purpura Haemorrhagica 
following Strangles, his treatment being (1) to give lc.c. 
of streptocine for five days; (2) two doses daily of 
adrenalin for eight days, then one dose daily for several 
days, a dose being half a drachm. This treatment com¬ 
bined with stimulants, has generally brought about a 
recovery. 

Mr. Nixon concluded his remarks by askings ques¬ 
tion—Does colic follow the administration of adrenalin 1 

The President thanked Mr. Nixon for his remarks. 
Adrenalin, in his hands, had been successful in hemo¬ 
globinuria, but not in purpura. He usually gave dram 
doses daily for 4 days, when he expected recovery. He 
had also found it useful in cases of laminitis. 

Argentic nitrate in open joints . 

He said that lately he had a case of a horse with a 
swollen shoulder after carting. The horse fell whilst at 
work, breaking the shaft and bruising the shoulder. It 
continued lame for 12 months and in poor condition. 
The shoulder was swollen and the animal useless. He 
opened up the swelling and found synovia coming from 
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War Office, July 10th. 

The following is continuation of the dispatch received 
from Sir D. Haig, submitting names deserving of special 
mention:— 

Anderson, T.Capt. T. A. I.; Anderson, T.Capt. W. ; 
Andrew, T.Capt. A. T.: Armstrong, T.Capt. W. E., 
attd. H.CJ, XIX., Corps H.A.; Aston, T.Capt. W. F.; 
Barbeta, T.Capt. A. J.; Barton, T.Capt. C. M., 7th Mob. 
Vet. Corps ; Bogue, T.Capt. T. G. S. ; Bright, T.Capt. 

S. G.; Burrell, T.Capt. H. ; Campbell, T.Capt. D., 21st 
Mob. Vet. Sec.; Campbell, T.Capt. D. ; Clay, T.Capt. 
F. S., attd. H.Q., 92nd Bde. R.F.A.; Coombs, T.Capt. 
F. M.; Corbett, T.Capt. E. R., attd. H.Q. 160th Bde. 
R.F.A.; De Boissiere, T.Capt. V. R., attd. H.Q, 150th 
Army Bde., R.F.A.; Edwards, T.Capt. J. A. ; Finlay - 
son, T.Lt. J. ; Fisher, T.Qrmr. and Capt. J.; Forwell, 

T. Capt. D. ; Gordon, T.Capt. T., attd. A/63rd Bde. 
R.F.A., Haugb, T.Capt. P ; Hill, T.Capt. J., o.b.e., attd. 
H.Q. 281st Bde. R.F.A. (t.f.) ; Hogg, Capt. F. ; Jelbart, 
T.Capt. E. E., M.c., : Jewell, T.Capt. H. 5th Mob. Vet. 
Sec. ; Lucking, T.Capt. G VV. ; Macdonald, T.Capt. 1 
J. F.; Maconachie, T.Capt. C. O., m.c. ; Makinson, 
T.Capt. C. W. ; Marriott, Capt. (A/Maj.) S. W., 5th Vet. 
Hosp.; Metivier, T.Capt,. H. V. M., 40th Mob. Vet. Sec.; 
Miller, T.Capt. J. C. ; Morrison, T.Capt. W. L. ; Nichol¬ 
son, T.Capt. C., attd. 17th D.A.C., R.F.A.; O’Connor, 
T.Capt. T. ; Pillers, T.Capt. A. W. N., attd. H.Q. 121st 
B de. R.F.A ; Plunkett, Capt. J. J., attd. 10th Mob. Vet. | 
Sec. ; Pollard, T.Capt. J.; Reid, T.Capt. W. P. ; Rockett, 
T.Capt. H. C. ; Scott, T.Capt. C. ; Sbeather, T.Capt. 
C. H., 3rd Vet. Evac. Stn. • Smith, T.Capt. J. ; Smythe, 
T.Capt. A. R.; Stokes, T.Capt. W. P., Comdg. 19th 
Mob. Vet. Sec. ; Thornton, T.Qrmr. and Capt. W. G., 
14th Vet. Hosp. ; Tufts, T.Capt. S. R.; Vaisey, T.Capt. 
T. L.; Walker, T.Capt. P. W. ; Welham, T.Capt. J. B. : 
Yates, T.Capt. J. H. 


Extracts from London Gazette 

War Office, Whitehall, Aug. 7. 
Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps 

Bt. Lt.-Col. E. J. Wadley, c.b.e., d.s.o., to be an Asst. 
Dir.-Gen. vice Bt. Maj. J. W. Rainey, o.b.e., Res. of 
Off., who relinquishes temp, rank of Lt.-Col. (July 1). 
The follg. temp. Capts relinquish their commns. on 
completion of service, and retain rank of Capt. 

J. D. Fulton (May 20); T. F. O’Brien (June 23). 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 

Campbell, J., Swinford, 1918-19 £2 2 0 

Nicholas. T. A., Major r.a.v.c. 110 

Vaisey. T. L., Capt. r.a.v.c. 1 1 0 

Watt, W., Capt. r.a.v.c. 1 1 0 

Previously acknowledged £928 7 10 


Avg. 12. _ _ £933 12 10 


Personal. 

Brown : Hayter.— On the 7th Aug., at St, Mary 
Abbot’s, Kensington, Lieut-Colonel Edward Brown, 
D.s.o., to Mary Ethel, second daughter of the Dean of 
Gibraltar and Miss Hayter. 


Mr. James Edward Kitchin, m.r.c.v.s., of Glengall 
Lodge, Glengall Road, Woodford Green, Essex, who 
died on May 19, has left £65,345 14s. He bequeathed 
£200 to Kate Anderson for faithful service. 


During Lord Buxton’s visit to Maseru in June Mrs. 
Verney, wife of F. A. Verney, f.r.c.v.s., P.V.O., Basuto¬ 
land, was decorated by him with the M.B.E. 


The need of Veterinary Services. 

We reprint the following note from The Scottish 
Farmer not with the intention of advertising a vacancy, 
but as convincing evidence that the veterinary surgeon 
plays a very necessary part in the community. 

“The need of the services of a veterinary surgeon in 
Kintyre was discussed at a meeting of the Kintyre Agri¬ 
cultural Society in Campbeltown on July 28tb,and sub¬ 
sequently at a meeting of the local branch of the Farmers’ 
Union. The agricultural society remitted it to the di¬ 
rectors to take steps towards securing the services of a 
good vet. for the district, and resolved to offer an annual 
grant of £20 for this purpose. The Farmers’ Union 
decided to make a voluntary levy on members of 10s. 
each for those with farms of over £100 rental, and 5s. 
for those with rentals under £100, for the same object. 
It is hoped to further increase the inducements for a 
veterinary surgeon to settle in Campbeltown by the re¬ 
muneration for appointments under Campbeltown Town 
Council and Kintyre District Committee. 
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Tuberculosis. 

Mr. Malcolm was well advised in drawing atten¬ 
tion to this subject in his presidential address to the 
Veterinary Inspectors’ section at the Royal Sanitary 
Institute Congress, reported last week. What he 
said will have a wider publicity than any veterinary 
journal could give, and may do something to educate 
the public as to the necessity for speedily re¬ 
commencing the campaign against bovine tuber¬ 
culosis. His short account of experience gained in 
eradicating tuberculosis from Birmingham herds 
well brought out the difficulties of the undertaking; 
and it is specially necessary that these should 
receive authoritative emphasis at such a gathering 
as the Sanitary Congress. Veterinary surgeons 
know quite well that the suppression of bovine 
tuberculosis will be neither easy nor rapid; but the 
knowledge needs spreading. Many of the public 
who understand the dangers of tuberculous meat 
and milk fairly well have little idea of the difficulties 
of eradicating the disease in cattle. To show the 
difficulties of the task as well as its necessity may 
help to awaken a general demand that no more time 
shall be lost in tackling it. It seems about time 
now to ask when the Tuberculosis Order is likely to 
be re-introduced. The unavoidable suspension five 
years ago meant that veterinary inspectors soon 
lost touch with many centres of infection ; and it 
will now take time for these to regain even such 
control over the disease as they had in 1914. In 
the multiplicity of urgent national problems now 
confronting the country, there is danger that tuber¬ 
culosis in bovines may be neglected; and veterinary 
surgeons should endeavour to increase the publio 
interest in it. 

Unqualified Assistants. 

The draft bye-law to prohibit the employment of 
unqualified assistants has been suspended in the 
Council room for some six weeks or more ; but so 
far seems to have attracted little notice from 
members. If this is still the case next October, the 
Council will be justified in concluding that the 
measure is tacitly accepted by the profession ; and 
will doubtless enact it forthwith. Members who 
wish to say anything against the proposal should 
do so now, while it is open to objection—if they 
allow the bye-law to pass without remark, they will 
have little right to grumble at it afterwards. Those 
who agree that we should adopt the policy of the 
medical profession towards unqualified assistants 
will see no reason to say anything at present. 

Ckpt. J. F. D. Tutt now writes us that the seed case 
mentioned in his note last week measures 15 inches in 
diameter. 


Bovine “ Afticella.” 

M. Bedel, in the Revue gdnir&le dt utidecine vUei *- 
inaire of January last, published an account of a 
special infective condition resembling foot-and- 
mouth disease which he observed in cattle at a 
military isolation station in April and May, 1918, 
and which he calls “ afticella.” 

Animals affected with this disease partially pre¬ 
serve their appetite, though rumination is accom¬ 
plished with difficulty. Vesicles or vesico-pustules 
appear on the lips, the gums, the mucous membrane 
01 the palate (where they are sometimes very num¬ 
erous), the lower jaw, the inferior part and the free 
extremity of the tongue (but never upon its superior 
part), in the interdigital spaces and around the 
coronet, upon the vulva, and upon the mammary 
gland. Upon the buccal mucous membrane the 
vesicles, which have regular margins, are the size 
of a small melon seed and are oval or rounded, or else 
umbilicate. Passing from the periphery to the centre 
three zones can be noted in the lesion, viz—(1) an 
inflammatory zone of a bright red colour, (2) a yel¬ 
lowish-white zone, apparently formed by superficial 
strata of epithelium, somewhat elevated by a scanty 
secretion and (3) a small round and brownish cen¬ 
tral point. By raising this small central point, a 
hole the size of a pin’s head is discovered. 

The vesicles present certain differences in accor¬ 
dance with situation; in some, the external inflam¬ 
matory zone is absent, while in others it only 
appears as a rose-coloured aureola. On the lips, 
the pustules are larger, and enclose a sero-purulent 
liquid; and, when the vesicles desiccate, yellowish 
crusts form, and then fall off leaving a whitish cir¬ 
cular cicatrix. Upon the mucous membrane of the 
palate and the buccal mucous membrane in general, 
agglomerations of six or eight pustules are noted. 
After about a week the pustules disappear progres¬ 
sively by desquamation of the epithelium, leaving 
cicatrices of rosy tint, sometimes perforated cen¬ 
trally. The temperature reaches from 101*8°F to 
103*1° F, and, if serious pedal complications do not 
occur, the disease disappears after about a fortnight. 

From the umbilicate appearance of the vesicles in 
his first cases, Bedal believed that he was dealing 
with an epizootic of cow-pox; but the pedal erup¬ 
tions afterwards made him think of foot-and-mouth 
disease, though the cutaneous lesions were some¬ 
what diverse. He therefore consulted Leclainohe, 
who diagnosed neither cow-pox nor foot-and-mouth 
disease, but a special eruptive condition, similar to 
and perhaps identical with the “pseudo-aphtha” of 
Danish workers. 

| In order to dear up the question, Bedel collected 
material from some vesicles and inoculated them 
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by puncture and scarification to a calf, but the result 
was negative. An attempt to transmit the disease 
to the horse by inoculation was also fruitless. * In 
view of this last negative result, Bedel decided that 
the disease was not cow-pox. 

Applying the material in question by rubbing it 
upon the buccal mucous membrane of a cow, Bedel 
produced after thirty-six hours notable salivation 
and redness of the mouth, with appearance of the 
vesicles the fourth day after the application. The 
disease is therefore a contagious one, transmissible 
from ox to ox. 

During the month of July some cases of character¬ 
istic foot-and-mouth disease occurred at the station, 
and were isolated in a stable in which were fifteen 
calves which had recovered from the above-described 
disease in April and May. Among these calves left 
in more or less indirect contact with the foot-and- 
mouth patients, three contracted foot-and-mouth 
disease. In one case the foot-and-mouth disease 
assumed a very severe form, with complete detach¬ 
ment of the gingival epithelium and eruptions in 
the inter digital spaces. It is agreed that the evolu¬ 
tion of foot-and-mouth disease confers an immunity 
which lasts for two years, that in rare cases the 
attack is repeated at an interval of only two months, 
and that, when that occurs, the seoond attack is 
always less violent than the first. In this case, 
however, the attack of typical foot and-mouth 
disease was much more severe than the preceding 
one of “ afticella,” from which it may be reduced 
that the last-named condition is not foot-and-mouth 
disease. What “ afticella” really is, is a question 
Bedel does not attempt to answer. 

[The word “ afticella ” is an Italian diminuative 
of “ aphtha.” “ Afta epizootica” is the usual Italian 
term for foot-and-mouth disease .—Transit 

“ Liberation ” op the Ovary. 

Cad4ac, in the Journal de Mtdecine VeUrinaire 
et de Zootechnie de Lyon , has recorded the follow¬ 
ing noteworthy case. The subject was a very 
vioious six-year-old mare, which was bought in the 
hope that spaying might render the bargain profit¬ 
able. After suitable dietetic preparation, the opera¬ 
tion was attempted by the vaginal route. The 
vagina having been perforated, the hand discovered 
an enormous ovary of ovoid form, which it was im¬ 
possible to bring into the vaginal cavity. It was 
therefore impossible to operate by this route, or to 
free the ovary from its pedicle. 

The mare was replaced in the stable, and in about 
a fortnight, as soon as the wound had healed, opera¬ 
tion by the flank was attempted. The region, 
previously rendered aseptic, was incised from 
above downwards for a length of about twenty 
centimetres (approximately eight inches); but it 
was only with great difficulty that the ovary could 
be lifted to be brought into the neighbourhood of 
the operative field. It was then easily seen that 
the opening was much too small to extraot the 
ovary without eventration. After having secured 
it at the level of the wound by means of sharp hooks, 
Caddao resolved to divide the pedicle and thus 


liberate the ovary into the abdominal cavity. This 
was easily done; and the ovary then fell back 
heavily upon the intestines. 

Counting upon the digestive action of the 
peritoneum, which is known to easily absorb aseptic 
tissues, Cad6ao Butured the abdominal wall and let 
the mare rise. The mare recovered and was after¬ 
wards very tractable. It is probable that the ovary 
was only cystic. This observation testifies to the 
excellent results obtained by the simple liberation 
of ovarian swellings that oannot be extirpated. 
(Annales de M6d. V6t.) 

W.R.C. 


NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
Central (Ireland) Division. 

Meeting held at Great Southern Hotel, Cork, 
July 22od. 

Present:—Mr. B. P. J. Mahony, President, Maryboro*, 
in the chair ; Messrs. J. F. He&ly, Treasurer, Midleton ; 
E. C. Winter, Hon. Sec. Limerick ; P. J. Howard, 
Ennis ; J. J. Pomeroy, Millstreet ; D. M. Barry, Mallow ; 
S. R. T. Cussen. Cork ; J. J. O’Donovan, Clonakilty. 

The minutes of the meeting held at Limerick Junction 
on Friday, January 24th were read, and signed by the 
chairman. 

The Hon Sec. read the correspondence. 

The North of Ireland Veterinary Association forwar¬ 
ded a resolution asking for support in securing the ap¬ 
pointment of a veterinary surgeon in the Ministry of 
Public Health. The Hon. Sec. mentioned that some 
action had been taken on the matter, on which he had 
letters also from Prof. O’Connor and Mr. Howard. It 
had been suggested that some names should be forwar¬ 
ded from the different associations as representatives 
on the Ministry. After some consideration he had 
allowed his name to go forward. 

The Chairman : You are the only man in the gap. 

Mr. Howard said that they should not be at all satis¬ 
fied with the action of the North of Ireland Veterinary 
Association, because, many years before it had come into 
existence other associations in Ireland were doing good 
work. It had been decided that there should be a joint 
council of the existing associations to take conjoint ac¬ 
tion in reference to any important matter. In face of 
that the North of Ireland Association went behind the 
backs of everyone. They did not say anything about 
the matter until they paid a visit to the House of Com¬ 
mons, and Reported when they came back that they got 
the influence of what is usually described as the Ulster 
members of Parliament to take up the cudgels for them. 

The Hon. Sec. read letters from Prof. O’Connor and 
Mr. Thatcher on the subject pointing out the fact that 
there were four medical practitioners on the Ministry, 
and not one veterinary surgeon. Some Irish members 
of Parliament had been written to on it and their influ¬ 
ence got. 

The Chairman said that if Mr. Howard’s statement 
were true they should consider.the question he (Mr. 
Howard) had raised in connection with the North of 
Ireland Association. If they went behind our backs 
and went over to England and sought to obtain conces¬ 
sions without acquainting other Veterinary Surgeon 
Associations, I believe we should not take note of their 
letter. 

Hon. Sec. : This is the oldest of the Associations. 
He agreed with what had been said by Mr. Howard and 
the Chairman. We have had a joint oommittee for 
years. 
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Mr. Barry : What we want to say is that we dis¬ 
associate ourselves from them. 

Mr. Howard : No, but to let the veterinary profession 
know that we do not approve of what they aid. 

Hon. Sec. : We dont approve of the way they did it. 
Mr. Healy said that their Association was started by 
a few members like John Freeman, Cleary, and others. 
Then the Dublin Association, then the North of Ireland 
started, and now went at the back of the others, and left 
them out. 

The Chairman : It should be remembered that the 
Veterinary Associations hold regular meetings, and that 
they were not consulted, 

Mr. Howard proposed that the matter be left in the 
hands of the Secretary who, in reporting the proceedings 
of the meeting, would mention that the matter was dis¬ 
cussed and that they did not at all approve of the visit 
to London of the North of Ireland Association, without 
consulting any other Association. 

This was agreed unanimously. 

The Hon. Sec.: The next letters are from Messrs. 
Watson, and Cleary on the subject of Trades Unions. 

The Chairman said that before they read the letters 
he thought they should express their opinion on trade 
unionism. In his opinion such an affiliation may bring 
down the status of the profession to the level of black¬ 
smiths, carpenters, and other tradesmen, who were as 
good men as they. Still they were members of a pro¬ 
fession, and if, as Mr. Watson remarked in his letter, 
they wanted some such union he (chairman) main¬ 
tained that they could excercise as much influence by 
being united in an Association of their own, and if their 
members attended the meetings. He feared that such 
a step as joining up with trades unionism would cause 
their Association to dwindle down to nothing : and that 
it would be better for them to continue as tney were. 
If they required anything, let them be united. 

Mr. Howard said that on the question they should 
not by any means be entirely led by anything the med¬ 
ical profession did, but it was well that they should con¬ 
sider what their attitude was to a similar purpose. It 
was suggested that the medical profession should band 
themselves together as a trades union. The opinion of 
the profession was entirely against that. There seemed 
no need whatever for the members of any of the learned 
professions to establish themselves as a trades union 
simply for trade union purposes. They had their own 
associations, and, as the Chairman remarked, if the 
members were anxious to come in and help, all they 
need do is simply to be loyal members of any veterinary 
Association. If the Associations were properly sup¬ 
ported, and every man took an honest interest in their 
welfare, united in their own Association and in other 
Associations they would be able to secure any benefits 
and concessions that would be necessary. But as every¬ 
body knew, the work of the Association had been left to 
a few individuals. Meetings of the Central Veterinary 
Association had been held everywhere in Ireland, and it 
was deplorable that men in the immediate neighbour¬ 
hood were either too lazy or careless, or had such an 
absolute contempt for their fellow members, that they 
preferred to remain away. How could one hope to do 
anything for such people 1 He did not think it would 
be any improvement to the status of the profession, or 
strengthen it in any way to form it into a trade union. 
They had ample means with the existing Associations 
if the members were only loyal, to secure any concession 
necessary. The medical profession, of which they were 
s branch, existed for the alleviation of suffering. They 
as veterinary surgeons existed to alleviate the suffering 
of the lower animals, and no matter what the effect they 
would be hardly satisfied to stand down as long as an 
gnirpal required attention; or if it were a matter 
daogenntstb the health of the community among animals 


they would step in and do what they had a right to do. 
(Hear, hear). 

The Hon. Sec agreed with the chairman and Mr. 
Howard. He thought it his duty, when the matter was 
brought up by two prominent members of the Associ¬ 
ation, to bring it before the other members. 

Mr. Healy said that members in Cork working under 
the County Council, District Councils and Poor Law 
Unions had gone forward for an increase in their salaries, 
it had been granted, but not yet paid. He detailed the 
circumstances of the application and its presentation 
from the Cork Veterinary Surgeons Society. 

The Hon. Sec. : This is altogether analagous to the 
North of Ireland case. While I sympathise with you, 
why not meet with the members of the Association, 
come prepared, and the Association will take it up. 

(The chairman ruled the matter out of order, without 
notice of motion.) 

Mr. Cussen continuing the discussion on the trade 
union question expressed agreement with the chairman 
and Mr. Howard. He thought the step suggested would 
be a mistake. 

The Chairman : I take it the meeting is against it. 
(The chairman ruled accordingly). 

A letter was read from the Royal Sanitary Institute 
inviting a delegate from the Association to its Congress 
July 28th to August 2nd. 

The Hon. Sec. said he had been at one or two of these 
congresses, and his experience was that they were rele¬ 
gated to the last day of the meeting when all the dele¬ 
gates had gone away. There never were any arrange¬ 
ments made for the veterinary profession at all. They 
were left to fish for themselves as best they could. 
Another matter was that he noticed no reports in the 
Journals. He thought they should refuse to send 
delegates. 

The Chairman : Whose fault is it that we are not 
prominently placed 1 

Hon. Sec. : It is our own, I am afraid. 

Mr. Howard : As regards the Royal Sanitary Insti¬ 
tute, take no notice of it. Up to now we paid a little 
compliment in sending a delegate now and again but lie 
Royal Sanitary Institute is really a body run by lay in¬ 
spectors, and perhaps a few medical men. It is entirely 
adifferent institution from the Public Health Institution, 
which is worthy of our support, and at all times treated 
the veterinary section fairly well. As regards the pro¬ 
priety of sending a delegate to any of these meetings 
there is no doubt whatever that the veterinary profession 
is from time to time rather being kept in the background. 
Some attempt should, be made by lie veterinary profes¬ 
sion through the Institute or Associations for some big 
annual congress, at which there would be a programme 
adopted and statements sent forth of the work the pro¬ 
fession was doing. It should not be left to the Sanitary 
Institute or Institute of Public Health or anyone else. 
Let us be up and doing our own business. 

The Hon. Sec. : There should be a more attractive 
programme, and one of more general interest to try and 
induce far away members to attend. 

Mr. Howard proposed and Mr. Healy seconded that 
no delegate be sent. (Passed unanimously). 

The Hon. Sec. said he had sent the votes of condolence 
to the members mentioned, and he had replies from them. 
He also proposed votes of condolence to Messrs. L. p! 
Power and Wm. Power on the death of their brother the 
Rev. M. Power. 

The Chairman said: They could not go on without 
money, if any members had not paid they should urge 
them to pay up. A little energy would make the associ¬ 
ation worth living for. The members should take a 
little interest in it; get the names of those members in 
their districts and make them pay up their subscriptions. 
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NOTES ON SOME UNEXPECTED RESULTS. 

By Mr. P. J. Howard, m.r.c.v.8., Ennis. u 

Mr. Howard said : When an esteemed secretary 
commandeered my services to fill a gap I was not pre¬ 
pared to provide the orthodox paper. So I do hope you j 
will not be disappointed. I am simply going to present 
you with a few rough notes as a kind of diversion—notes 
of cases that to me were out of the common, that led to 
very unexpected results, and that as it were fully justi¬ 
fied the saying that “ blessed are they that do not ex¬ 
pect.” 

In the Autumn of 1917 I was asked to see a black 
hunter gelding that had been going lame periodically in 
front for some months. Sometimes he went lame on 
one leg, then in the other, and at times in both. When 
I saw the horse he was lame in the near fore, and after 
a careful examination and consideration of the history 
I concluded he was lame from splints. As the owner 
did not particularly want the use of the horse, I advised 
a couple of good coatings of gas tar on both legs, and 
had him turned away to grass for the winter. 

In a few months tne owner informed me that the horse 
was going perfectly sound, and I thought no more of 
him until March 1918 when we were again called to see 
the same horse as he was supposed to be suffering from 
strangles. My assistant saw nim. The case looked like 
strangles, and he prescribed the usual treatment. About 
a week afterwards I saw the horse. He presented a 
typical strangles appearance, with swelling about the 
larynx and submaxillary space, with his head poked 
forwards. There was a slight discharge from one nostril, 
rather mucus than pus. The swollen parts were hard 
to touch, and he did not resent manipulation or show 
any soreness. The temperature was 102°, pulse and res¬ 
piration not much disturbed, and he ate grass and bran 
fairly well 

I, of course, concluded it was subacute strangles, 
rubbed on a stimulating liniment to hasten the abs¬ 
cess formation, and also advised hot fomentations. The 
horse was in a good box in a paddock, and could go in 
and out at will. At the end of another week there was 
no change for the better, the nasal discharge was no 
different, and their was no softening of the swollen 
parts. The breathing just a bit distressed, but he still 
ate fairly well. I began to feel puzzled, and decided to 
try the effect of nuclein. I gave fairly large doses every 
third day for a fortnight, and painted over the swollen 
arts with Tr. iodine. There was no improvement, the 
orse grew gradually worse ; the breathing became more 
distressed ; temperature up and down, 101 6 to 103°. He 
would ramble around the paddock, but could not graze, 
though he still ate cut grass and bran. I tried potassium 
iodide for a week, but all to no purpose ; it had no effect 
At the end of another week the breathing was so dis¬ 
tressed that we decided to put in a tracheotomy tube. 
This relieved the breathing very much, but the laryngeal 
swelling had increased considerably and was still quite 
hard. 

About 20th May the horse was found dead in his box, 
and I made a post-mortem examination. The swelling 
about the larynx was hard to cut through, all the laryn¬ 
geal glands were enlarged and Borne were fast showing 
caseous degeneration. Both lungs were dotted with 
grey nodules, not very numerous. The cervical and 
pectoral glands and all the other organs were perfectly 
normal. I sent part of the lung and larnygeal gland to 
the Veterinary College at Dublin and tubercle bacilli 
were found extensively. This horse had been grazing 
with three cows that were bad roarers, with large tubercle 
abscesses about the throats. The horse fed regularly 
with them for months; but there was certainly no sign 
of disease about him in September, and I think it is fair 
to conclude it was a case of direct infection by ingestion, 
and it was certainly an unexpected result. 


Last May I received a telephone message to come and 
see a mare with a broken hind leg. They would not 
destroy her until I had seen her as she was valuable. 
The mare had been working single in a plough, and got 
frightened. In the jumping about she got tangled .up 
in the plough, and when extricated one hind leg was 
dangling about apparently in smithereens. I found the 
mare standing in the garden, as I came towards her I 
could see the sole of the near hind foot turned outwards, 
with the inner wall of the foot and the fetlock joint 
resting on the ground. The moment she lifted the leg 
it dangled about from the fetlock, I was so certain that 
the joint was in pieces that I despatched a messenger to 
the local police barracks for a policeman to shoot the 
mare. While the messenger was away I started to 
examine the leg. To my surprise it seemed to get very 
easily into perfect position and when I kept my hands 
firmly around the joint the mare could actually put 
weignt on the leg. There was no wound, but once I 
removed my hands the leg dangled about every way. I 
could not satisfy myself that there was crepitation, and I 
began to think the case was worth an experimental trial. 
The mare was a grand four-year-old, and the owner was 
anxious to have her alive as a possible brood mare. I 
put on a couple of strong bandages and to my surprise 
and the owner’s delight the mare stood perfectly, and, 
after hopping a few yards on three legs she would 
actually put the toe on the ground and even appear to 
put weight on the limb. The gun arrived but we did 
not use it; instead we got the mare into a stall, fixed 
temporary sliDgs, and put on a couple of plaster bandages 
with some sheep’s wool around the joint. The plaster 
bandages were made with strips of calico steeped in solu¬ 
tion of plaster of Paris. The mare herself was quite 
happy at once in her cage, and started to eat cut grass. 

Next day I had a message that she was standing 
well and quite happy. I saw her the third day. There 
was some swelling above the bandage to the nock, but 
as she was apparently happy I left things as they were. 
I saw her a few times and left her in the cage for about 
five weeks, then I let her loose in a box, but did not 
move the bandages, the fetlock was somewhat enlarged, 
not a great lot, but the mare seemed quite sound. She 
had some walking exercise for a week and was then 
allowed out to grass at night. In August she was yoked 
and has since worked perfectly sound; there is just an 
enlarged fetlock joint. 

I think there was no fracture and no injury to any of 
the bones. It was just a dislocation with rupture of the 
internal lateral ligament, but it looked so very like & 
fracture that I at once ordered a dose of lead ; had it 
been administered, as it very nearly was, I would have 
gone off convinced there was a fracture; but luckily for 
the mare and the owner the unexpected again happened. 

Last October I was wired to “ Come and see cow. 
very ill, calved previous day, probably milk fever.” I 
ot there a few hours after, and found the patient, a 
alf-Kerry. practically dead, in a state of coma, just 
breathing neavily and with the uterus in a fearful mess 
lying behind her. I really scarcely knew what to do. 
The case seemed hopeless, and there was no help except 
two nervous ladies. I dispatched one for help, and 
then decided to pump up tne udder. Five minutes 
after she was pumped up, the cow gave her head a turn 
which gave me a little confidence. 

Meantime two small boys had arrived. We procured 
a car rope, a clean sheet and a large tub of cold water. 
I attached an end of the rope to each hind fetlock and 
got the middle of it over one of the roof beams. With 
the help of the two boys and my motor driver we pulled 
the hind quarters up, much as a butcher does when 
hanging a carcase. We then got the sheet under the 
uterus, douched it with cold water till all was clean, and 
it returned fairly easily. We lowered the rope a bit, 
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and 1 stitched the lips of the vulva with a packing needle 
and twine, which were sterilised. The ropes were now 
loosed and we propped the cow up as best we could. 
Within half-an-nour she seemed coming to, and we left 
her with instructions to give a hot drink of coffee in a 
few hours if she were sensible looking. 

Next day we had a message that the cow was up and 
chewing her cud, the stitches were removed from the 
vulva two days after, and we heard no complaints. It 
is the first time I have met with, or heard of, a case of 
prolapsed uterus with milk fever, and I was certainly in 
a dilemma, but luck and desperation pulled me through. 

A month ago [ was called to see four cows that got 
suddenly ill. There were eleven milch cows on the farm 
and some young stock. These four cows were off their 
milk the previous night, and were all suffering from 
diarrhoea. 

When I saw them, one cow, red, had already received 
a dose of physic, two lb of Epsom salts and some ginger. 
She was apparently very weak and kfraid to move, pulse 
weak, and temperature 100. The others were just dull 
and not grazing, though they would drink bran slop. 
Their pulse was not disturbed and temperatures were 
almost normal. I gave each one a pint of linseed oil 
and ordered plenty of flax seed gruel. That evening the 
cow that had the Epsom salts was dead. One of the 
others, a black, was standing with legs propped, afraid 
to move and swaying now and again from side to side. 
The pulse was fast and weak, temperature 101, The 
other two were dull and anxious looking, walked about 
at times, and took drinks of flax seed and bran. I gave 
each of the three a further dose of one pint of linseed 
oil and ordered two glasses of whiskey every four hours. 
I made a post-mortem on the dead cow, as we expected 
vegetable poisoning—there were some noxious plants 
about. The post-mortem revealed nothing. There was 
no inflammation of the stomach or bowels. The bowels 
were quite empty. There was a few little blood coloured 
spots about the opening of the rumen. I searched the 
contents for any trace of a noxious plant, but found 
nothing. 

Next morning the black cow was down, breathing 
heavily, would lie over, almost comatose, and would 

X 'n sit up and drink a few quarts of slop. The two 
rs were now staggering about. One would drink 
freely, but the other had to be fed from a bottle. The 
flax seed, milk, and whiskey were continued. 

Next morning the black cow was dead, and I sent the 
stomach intact to the Veterinary College, with a history 
of the case, and saying I suspected vegetable poisoning. 
Meantime a search was made but no trace that any of 
the noxious weeds or plants had been touched by the 
cattle was evident. One of the two remaining cows 
continued to feed on slop, but was dull and staggering 
about. She stood most of the time. The other one had 
now gone down and only took what food was given her 
from the bottle. She had plenty of flax seed and milk, 
with some whisky three times a day. She lived seven 
days and then died, though she had improved and would 
take a drink herself the last two days. The other one 
continued to improve and after about ten days began to 
chew her cud and got perfectly well. 

Meantime a sample of water from a tank to which the 
cows could go at times was sent for analysis. To my 
utter amazement the verdict came back ** arsenic.” At 
the same time an analysis had been made of some of 
the contents of the stomachs sent to Dublin, and the 
aune verdict “arsenic.” It was known that some of the 
cows had been to this tank. How the arsenic got there 
it yet to be discovered, but the symptoms were scarcely 
what are described as those of irritant poisoning, they 
looked entirely like narcotic. Again the unexpected. 


In July 1918 I was called to see a grey gelding, five 
years, that had been going lame behind for some months. 
When I saw the horse he was going lame on the near 
hind. The story was that he had been sometimes lame 
on the off hind, at times he came out sound and went 
lame after a little exercise. Other times be came out 
lame and might get worse or better with exercise, but he 
always got very lame if he were allowed to rest during, 
or after, exercise. There was nothing very diagnostic 
about the action. He took a shorter step with the lame 
leg, and sometimes went on his toe. There was no heat, 
or swelling, or tenderness at any part of the limb. I 
flexed the nock but it made no change in the lameness. 
The hip had been already rubbed with stimulating lini¬ 
ment. I advised a week’s complete rest, and had the 
whole limb fomented. I then saw him. He pulled out 
almost sound, but after five minutes exercise was dead 
lame. I thought, Could it possibly be thrombus in the 
iliac, or melanosis, as he was a grey horse ? I examined 
the iliacs per rectum but they were normal. I advised 
a further week’s restand fomenting * but he still went 
lame. Then my assistant saw the horse, made a very 
careful examination and suggested incipient spavin. 
There was no uneven hock. The horse continued lame 
off and on till December. Then he was put to farm work. 
Now he is perfectly sound, but there is a very distinct 
splint just below the hock, which I am satisfied now 
was the totally unexpected cause of our dilemma. 

About six weeks ago I was called to see a seven year 
old brown mare that had been very lame on her near 
hind leg for about four days. I found the mare very, 
very lame, and the leg swollen from the foot to a little 
above the hock. There was no wound and there was no 
history of an injury. The mare was allowed out to grass 
in the evening after work, and found next morning* in 
this condition ; very lame. I had the foot examined, 
and could find nothing whatever in it. The mare was 
so lame I put her in a stall, fixed up temporary slings 
and had the leg kept in a tub of hot water. I was in, m 
a few days again. The leg was a bit more swollen, out 
there was a large burst just on the inside of the shin, a 
couple of inches below the hock from which there was a 
kina of serous discharge. The fomenting was continued 
three or four days. The leg burst on the side a bit 
higher up. I saw her again about ten days from the 
first time, and in four days more again. She seemed a 
little better, was feeding well and inclined to put the 
leg on the ground. I could not give any definite opinion 
about her at all. The owner continued the fomenting. 
I could not possibly do better. She apparently would 
stand on the limb, and the swelling inclined to go down. 

At the end of about a fortnight the owner thought 
she was becoming fidgety in the slings, and, as he 
thought to make her a little happy, he let her loose 
She was dead the next morning. He wired to me. I 
went and saw her. I made a post-mortem. I saw 
nothing about the limb to indicate any serious injury. 
The mare otherwise was perfectly healthy. I never had 
any idea of what sent her out of the world; but certain¬ 
ly it was an unexpected result. 

The Chairman said that the paper read by Mr. 
Howard was interesting and very instructive to old 
members and especially to the new members. From 
time to time they met these cases hard to diagnose; and 
as they could deduce from Mr. Howard’s paper, when 
they meet these obscure cases it is necessary to ne very 
guarded in giving the diagnosis. 

He (the Chairman) met a case like that mentioned by 
Mr. Howard, of lameness supposed to be splints 
There was a persistent lameness, no enlargement of any 
sort, and we blistered him. We turned him out, as Mr. 
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Howard did in his case, and in a short time, out came a 
big splint, as big as a small egg. They should be always 
cautious in giving an opinion. In ligament rupture, he 
had an exactly similar thing, also m a hind leg. We 
bandaged him up and put him in slings, put the leg in 
splints, and used the blister, as Mr. Howard did, and 
bandaged around it, and he came all right. With regard 
to the tuberculosis case, he was anxious to know 
from the members, had they used tuberculin in a horse, 
and with what result 1 The case of lameness was very 
extraordinary. It was a case a great many members 
would put in as sprain. Sometimes they have sprain 
and it is shown. It came out right in that case, as the 
splint came out—it appeared a sprain and was shown 
afterwards to be a splint. 

In the case I had there was definitely no fracture 
there ; and when the horse turned up the leg from the 
fetlock, if there was fracture there would be displacement. 
Was there no fracture there ? 

Mr. Howard: None whatever. Something happened 
with the tendons. 

The Hon. Sec. said that the cases recited by Mr. 
Howard were interesting, and personally he valued 
those notes more than a long treatise copied from the 
works of other people. It was far more instructive. He 
thought all animals were liable to be affected with 
tuberculosis. He had an animated discussion with the 
late Prof. Mettam on the subject. The Professor con¬ 
tended that hares and rabbits did not get tuberculosis, 
but three months after he found his mistake. The dis¬ 
location case was very interesting. He had a case about 
six weeks ago. A mare was kicked inside her thigh by 
a horse that was shod. She could put no weight on that 
leg for ten days. The owner thought the leg fractured, 
and asked him to see her before having her shot. He 
(Hon. Sec.) decided to put on a blister, and the result is 
that the mare is now sound. A case should never be 
diagnosed as fracture unless there was positive evidence. 
He remembered a horse being shot for broken back that 
had azoturia. In reference to the case of the cow he 
wished to ask was it merely a case of collapse and not 
milk fever, because he had never known of a case of milk 
fever having anything like prolapsed uterus. That was 
no reason why it would not occur, but it would not be 
an ordinary case of collapse. Number four was surely 
a case of vegetable poisoning. Two or three months 
ago he was called into consultation with Mr. Baker, 
Bansha. That was a case of sewage poisoning in drink¬ 
ing water. 

Having commented on the difficulty of getting a 
member to read a paper he pointed out that it did not 
take long to write the notes, for they wanted nothing 
laboured but a statement of such cases as were given by 
Mr. Howard, which were very valuable. 

As to the grey rig spoken about at the last meeting 
and not being able to find the testicle, he had him three 
weeks at his place and had decided to send him home 
when his man called attention to him. He found the 
rig suffering from septic intoxication. He died and he 
examined every part of him for that testicle and could 
not find a trace of it. The second case he had was a 
bullock which was all right up to a fortnight before. The 
temperature was 104j. There was dullness over the 
lungs at both sides of the chest and dropsy of the thorax 
and abdomen. The owner sold it as it stood for sixpence 
per lb. In the chest cavity when opened he found an 
enormous tumour weighing 22 lb, filling half the chest, 
all the other organs were absolutely healthy. ( He sent 
a portion to Prof. Craig who found it was colloid cancer. 

Mr. Healy : In reference to the case of the cow, 
asked had the calf to be taken from her, if so he would 
know if it were a case of eversion of the uterus. As far 
as milk fever was concerned, in his experience he had 
never seen a case of milk fever accompany a case of ob¬ 
structed parturition. Continuing, he said a man in 


Midleton purchased a three year old gelding. Next 
morning the horse commenced to blow and there was a 
tremendous stench in the box. He died that night. 
Next day he made a post-mortem and sent a section of 
the lung to Prof. Mettan. It was a case of tuberculosis. 

The Hon. Sec. said that he had lately met three cases 
of pneumonia from drenching, and mentioned a good 
instrument for performing the purpose—a syringe used 
in the U.S.A. 

Mr. Cussen asked for an opinion on the case of a oow 
suffering from protrusion of the eyeball. He gave the 
usual treatment, called in a couple of days time and the # 
animal was a lot worse, the eyeball was no bigger than 
normal but the orbit was protruding. He removed the 
eyeball and when he cut the optic nerve she never 
flinched. Things went all right for a fortnight but 
sometime after the other eye was bad. He went to see 
her and found her totally blind. He spoke to Prof. 
Craig on it and the Prof, said it was due to some brain 
trouble. Another man said it was due to tuberculosis. 

Mr. Barry recalled a case of some cattle dying which 
were grazing on a newly laid out field. The owner was 
a grocer in Fermoy. The lead from tea chests in the 
shop was thrown in the manure heap and carted to the 
fiela. Two or three of the yearling cattle had died, and 
two more looked like dying. He (Mr. Barry) expressed 
opinion that it was a case of lead poisoning. He exam- 
in ad the troughs and found that they had been mended 
recently with tin and not with lead. There were no 
poisonous plants there. A butcher was sent for, and 
opened one of the cattle and found pure lead inside him. 
The owner sent the stomach to Prof. Cameron. Five 
months after the man told him that all he said about 
the cattle was true, and then told the facts of how the 
lead got to the field. 

Mr. Pomeroy mentioned that & case recited by Mr. 
Howard had given him much enlightenment on a case 
he met recently. 

Replying to the speakers Mr. Howard said that tuber¬ 
culin had the same diagnostic results in horses as in 
cattle. The reaction of tuberculin in horses is quite 
distinctive. It was only after the post-mortem he dis¬ 
covered the trouble. The case of the tumour mentioned 
by Capt. Winter was very interesting. The cow had 
calved without any help. It was a perfectly normal 
healthy calf. It was a case of prolapsed uterus and 
milk fever. Mr. Cussen told of removing one eye from 
a cow. It is well known and stated fact, in both man 
and animal, that where one eye was destroyed the other 
often became affected. His experience was that the eye 
of a cow could not stand very much interference. He 
considered the eyes of cattle very lowlv organised, and 
it was very easy to put them completely out of action. 
These cases ought to impress on tne younger members, 
at least, the necessity of having post-mortem examin¬ 
ations. In cases of lead poisoning the lead is seldom 
found as lead in the stomachs. Mr. Pomeroy's case also 
impressed the necessity of post-mortem examinations. 

As to the rigs, he knew that a rig of five or six years 
old may be a devil, and at ten years old was absolutely 
quiet. He thanked the members for their appreciative 
remarks on his paper. 

Mr. Healy exhibited spine veterinary surgical instru¬ 
ments received from Belgium. 

Mr. Howard directed attention to an advertisement 
in The Veterinary News asking for the names of un¬ 
qualified men and castrators. 

The meeting approved the Anaesthetics Bill, and the 
Hon. Sec. was directed to write to the promoter. Col. W. 
Quinness, that the Association approved the Bill and 
hoped it would become law. 

Mr. Pomeroy was invited, and agreed, to read a paper 
at the next meeting fixed for October at the Limerick 
Junction. 
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Mf. Howajld proposed a vote of thanks to the chair¬ 
man for his dignified conduct of the meeting. Mr. Barry 
seconded. (Passed unanimously). 

Mr. Pomeroy proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Howard 
for his interesting and instructive paper. Mr. O’Donovan 
seconded and said that the proceedings had been very 
instructive to him. (Passed unanimously). 

E, C. Winter, Hon. Sec. 


Report op the Chief Veterinary Surgeon, South¬ 
ern Rhodb8Ia, for the Year 1918. [Abridged.] 

African Coast Fever, The number of fresh outbreaks 
during the year was 5, with a mortality of 374 head, as 
compared with 13 and 438 respectively during the 
previous year. Four of these occurred in Victoria dis¬ 
trict, and were extensions from existing centres of infec¬ 
tion j the fifth was in the Shamva section of the Mazoe 
district, an area not at any time previously infected with 
Coast Fever. Generally, the position is more favourable 
than for many years past, and the congregation at Odzi 
by road and rail of about 12000 head 01 cattle purchased 
by the Imperial Government in all parts of the Territory 
without a single case of Coast Fever or other infective 
disease may, I think, be regarded as evidence of the 
good health of cattle in general, and also of the efficacy 
of our quarantine regulations and the control of cattle 
movements by the permit system. 

In May a serious outhreak was detected at two native 
kraals on the Morgenstar Mission farm, Victoria district, 
and shortly afterwards further centres of infection were 
discovered on this and the adjoining farm Mzero. 
There is not the slightest doubt that the disease had 
existed on these farms for several months, as out of 155 
head in the two herds in which it was first detected 104 
died or were destroyed before the end of the month ; in 
addition to this, some 38 head could not be accounted 
for, and it may be assumed that Coast Fever was the 
cause of their disappearance. In view of the known 
existence of Coast Fever at no great distance from 
Morgenstar, it is surprising that the European owners 
of the farms concerned, and under whose supervision the 
native cattle were supposed to be dipped, did not take a 
more intelligent interest in them ; such would doubtless 
have resulted in the earlier detection of the disease, and 
consequently lessened the danger of its spreading to ad¬ 
joining herds, and also in a smaller loss in the herds 
involved. 

At the previously infected centres a heavy loss 
occurred during January and February, but since April 
only one case has been recorded. 

The work of the officers engaged on this work was 
severely handicapped during the earlier months of the 
year by the extraordinarily heavy rains, and it was with 
the utmost difficulty and personal discomfort that the 
known infected centres were attended to. They are to 
be congratulated on the manner in which they carried 
out their duties, and that no greater spread of infection 
occurred. 

In February a number of cattle died on the farm 
Bumleigh, Mazoe district, and after considerable 
observation the existence of Coast Fever was demon¬ 
strated. The farm reoords showed a number of deaths 
since July of the previous year, but these were attributed 
to the unusually severe winter and subsequently to the 
constant and exceptionally heavy rains. The total 
mortality was 8 head out 01 about 250, showing that the 
degree of infection was mild, due probably to the fact 
that the cattle had been regularly and properly dipped. 
No cases have occurred since April, and there was no 
extension of infection. 

Cattle Cleansing Ordinance , 1918, The Cattle 
Cleansing Ordinance, recommended by the Committee 


of Enquiry on Coast Fever which sat in 1917, was 
passed oy the Legislative Council with certain amend¬ 
ments suggested by the Agricultural Union. This 
Ordinance, which repealed the Compulsory Dipping 
Ordinance, 1914, was promulgated in September, ana 
thereupon became operative in all areas to whicn the 
provisions of the latter had been applied. Provision 
exists for its application to the remaining portions of the 
Territory, ana as circumstances permit it will be applied 
to these. 

During the year the number of dipping tanks was in¬ 
creased by upwards of 265, the total number now being 
1263. Arrangements have been made for the construc¬ 
tion of a large number by land-owners on native reserves 
and unalienated land. Csment, however, is very scarce, 
and until it is more freely obtainable it will not be poss¬ 
ible to insist on reasonable compliance with the Ordin¬ 
ance throughout the areas in which it is now in force, or 
to extend its provisions to areas at present exempted.. 

Gall-sickness in Cattle, A considerable mortality, in 
young stock chiefly, occurred from gall-sickness on farms 
where dipping has been practised for a number of years, 
and stock owners are apprehensive lest this should be¬ 
come a seasonal occurrence if regular and proper dipping 
is maintained. There is no doubt that dipping prevents 
the establishing of that degree of immunity against 
gall-sickness and redwater which is necessary to protect 
cattle when exposed to free tick infestation, but when 
stock contract gall-sickness and die on farms where 
dipping has been regularly carried out for a number of 
years, the position is admittedly serious. 

The form of gall-sickness referred to (anaplasmosis) is 
transmitted by ticks, and as there is no suggestion or 
evidence of any other vector, one is naturally led to 
enquire as to the effectiveness of dipping on the farms 
where this mortality occurred. The best test of the 
effectiveness of dipping is the presence or absence of 
ticks. It is beyond dispute that regular and proper 
dipping results in the reduction of tick life to a minimum; 
and that immunity to gall-sickness is correspondingly 
reduced has been amply demonstrated by the heavy 
mortality which occurred in several instances where 
cattle which had been regularly dipped were removed to 
veld where dipping facilities did not exist. On several 
of the farms on which the mortality referred to occurred, 
it is admitted that ticks had increased enormously 
during the latter part of the year : indeed, in one case 
the owner states that, excluding the blue variety, there 
were more ticks on his cattle than when he started 
dipping some seven or eight years previously. With 
these admitted facts before us, it is reasonable to assign 
the mortality from gall-sickness on farms where dipping 
is carried out to the increase in tick life, resulting from 
dipping in solutions of ineffective strength. 

There are other factors which may have contributed 
to the increased number of cases and heavy mortality, 
viz,, (1) the greater susceptibility of pure bred and 
highly-graded cattle : (2) an exaltation of the virulence 
of the disease. Tne virulence of gall-sickness un¬ 
doubtedly decreases as ticks are dipped out, but there 
is no doubt that what may be termed the normal type 
increases in virulence by passage through well-bred cat¬ 
tle. The prime cause, however, is tick life; ticks cannot 
be entirely eradicated in this country, but they can be 
reduced to a minimum and kept there by effective dip¬ 
ping ; any increase in their numbers will assuredly be 
followed by an increase in the incidence of gall-sickness. 

Quarter-Evil. The Assistant Chief Veterinary Sur¬ 
geon states that this disease appears to have assumed 
the character of an endemic or annual occurence in 
Bulawayo and adjoining districts, and thinks that its 
incidence will assume the same character as in other 
countries in which it exists. He further notes that it is 
rare for any but young animals to contract the disease 
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in herds which were infected the previous year, and 
that in newly infected herds a small percentage of mature 
animals contract the disease and die. The disease ap¬ 
pears to be slowly spreading eastwards, outbreaks having 
occured in districts in which it had not, as far as is 
known, existed at any time since the occupation. The 
total mortality recorded was 1,104 head, as compared 
with 1,335 the previous year. Through the generous , 
assistance of the Director of Veterinary Research, Pre- I 
toria, over 70,000 doses of vaccine were distributed, and 
2,000 doses were obtained from overseas. In April, 1918, 
Professor Naoshi-Nitta, of the Imperial University, 
Tokyo, Japan, published an original communication on 
the result of his work on immunisation against quarter 
evil by means of a germ-free filtrate. On receipt of this 
paper, which the author was good enough to forward, 
we immediately communicated with him, and asked if 
he was prepared to supply the filtrate for use in this 
Territory, but unfortunately he was unable to do so, as 
all vaccines prepared in the Institute are for home use 
only. Arrangements were then made for a supply from 
a reliable Institute in New York, which is expected at 
an early date. It is claimed for this method of immu¬ 
nising cattle against quarter-evil that (1) it confers an 
active immunity, (2) that it cannot produce the disease, 
and (3) that it can be prepared in a concentrated form 
and will retain its potency for an almost indefinite period. 
Should it prove effective against the Rhodesian type of 
quarter-evil, the question of its preparation locally 
would be well worthy of consideration. 

Anthrcuc. Four outbreaks in cattle were dealt with. 

Tuberculosis. One case of bovine tuberculosis was 
detected at the Bulawayo abattoirs, and one was repor¬ 
ted from the Gwanda district. At the Johannesburg 
abattoirs 14 cases were found on post-mortem, inspection 


of 12,132 head of slaughter stock exported from this 
territory. One case in a goat was detected at the Bula¬ 
wayo abattoirs. 

Contagious Abortion of Cattle. A number of fresh 
centres of infection were discovered. There is no doubt 
that the disease exists throughout the territory to a 
much greater extent than we are aware of. 

Horse-Sickness. The total mortality reported was 
161 horses and mules, mostly horses. No statistics are 
available in several districts. 

J. M. Sinclair. 


Personal. 

Minett : Stitt.— On July 15th, at St. George's 
Church, Belfast, by Rev. Walter Bentley, Captain 
Francis Colin Minett, b.sc., r.a.v.c., m.b.e., eldest son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Francis Minett, Melrose House, Chipping 
Sodbury, Glos., to Iza Stitt, m.b.e., daughter of the late 
Robert Stitt, Shipowner, Belfast, and of Mrs. J. R. 
Livingston, Blythswood House, Belfast. 

Holland : Anthony.— On July 31st, at St. Matthew's 
Church, Bayswater, Capt. C. Holland, m.c., r.a.v.c., of 
Tiverton, Tarporley, Cheshire, to Gladys, youngest 
daughter of Thomas Henry Anthony, of King's Lynn, 
Norfolk. 

Burke : Garratt.— On the 7th Aug., at Holy Trinity 
Church, Folkestone, Captain J. Burke, late the 1st 
Royal Scots, son of Mr. and Mrs. Burke, Sandgace, to 
Dorothy Malsor, youneer daughter of the late Captain 
F. Garratt, a.v.c., and of Mrs. Garratt, 60 Shorncliffe 
Road, Folkestone. 
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A CAUTIOUS PRACTITIONER. 

To the Editor , Veterinary Record. 

Sir,—The letter from “Spiro” in to-day’s Record 
raises the interesting question of what constitutes the 
u Usual bond ” that an assistant should be called upon 
to sign. 

I recently obtained my release from the Army ex- 

C iely to take up a position as assistant with a well- 
wn Fellow of the Royal College, but found to my 
surprise that my prospective employer’s “ usual bond ” 
would both prevent me practising myself or assisting 
any other veterinary surgeon within a radius of no less 
than twenty-five miles. Further, the bond was to “ hold 
good ” even should the Principal desire to terminate the 
engagement after one month’s trial. I suggested that I 
should sign the bond subject to one month’s trial, but 
this is apparently what “ Spiro ” would term “ Trying 
the wangle of one month’s trial without a bond, with 
the idea of finding a suitable pitch.” 

“ Spiro ” might well remember that even as honour 
has been recorded amongst thieves, so also may the 
virtue not be entirely foreign to the character of a 
M.R.C.V.S. who, having served his country, finds him¬ 
self without a job.—Yours etc., 

Aug. 16th. “ Fair Play.” 

[Assuming his “radius” to be geometrically correct, 
this limitation would result in a square of 2500 square 
miles, and a circle (7854) of 1963 square miles. Surely 
this F.R.C.V S. must be one of the old time “ practical ” 
men.] 


“BOARDED OUT” ARMY HORSES. 

Sir,—I have read with great interest, in your current 
issue, the discussion on the Army horses by the members 
of the Southern Counties Association. 

I quite agree with their remarks as to the extremely 
generous nature of the scheme go the horse users who 
participate in it. I am also in agreement that the fees 
offered for veterinary attendance are inadequate, especi¬ 
ally taking into consideration that in the majority of 
cases the horses are distributed in small lots and not in 
large studs. This however is a matter that might be 
remedied by concerted action and representation in the 
proper quarter. 

To my mind a far more important point of interest to 
the profession generally is the great injustice that is 
being done to a large number of general practitioners 
whose services are not required under the scheme. A 
veterinary surgeon is appointed to attend all these ani¬ 
mals located in a large area, irrespective of the fact that I 
in a great number of cases they are “ boarded out ” to I 
old standing clients of some brother practitioner. Now 
as these horses in the majority of cases are replacing 
animals formerly attended by this brother practitioner 
it means so much less income for him. 

There is also the question of the examination fees 
that he is missing, by nis client going in for this cheap 
form of horse flesh instead of purchasing new ones. 

Anyway, it seems to me that if the scheme is taken 
full advantage of, and I see no reason to doubt that it 
will be, considering the advantageous terms, and the 
widely different classes of people who have already had 
horses allotted to them—amongst whom are included 
Farmers, Borough and District Councils, Coal Mer¬ 
chants, Cartage Contractors and tradesmen of various 
other hinds—that a good many practices, already none 
too lucrative, will be still further considerably reduced. 

I enclose my card but beg to subscribe myself—Yours 
/aith/aJiy, 

“Justitia” 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE, 


Extracts 1 from London Gazette 

War Office, Whitehall, Aug. 8. 
Regular Forges. Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Temp. Capt. A. G. Doherty (Capt. E. Afr. Vet. Dept.) 
relinquishes his temp, commn.on ceasing to beempld. 
(May 17), and is granted the rank of Lt.-Col. 

Temp. Lts. to be Temp. Capts.H. W. Graham, J. L. 
Heffiron, E. M. Hill (July 24). 

Aug. 12. 

The notification in Gazette July 10, regarding Capt. 
A. H. Adams (t.f.), is cancelled. 

Aug. 13. 

Temp. Capt. G. W. Roberts relinquishes his commn. on 
acct. of ill health (Ang. 14), and retains the rank of 
Capt. 

Aug. 14. 

Temp. Lts. to be temp. Capts.A. L. Robertson (July 
23); J. Judge (July 24). 

Aug. 15. 

Temp. Capt. F. W. Cosgrove relinquishes his commn. 
on completion of serv. (July 17), and retains rank of 
Capt.; Temp. Lt. J. R. Rider to be temp. Capt. 
(July 23). 

Aug. 16. 

Temp. Capt. F. Chambers, f.r.c.v.s., relinquishes the 
actg. rank of Maj. (June 30>. 

Aug. 18. 

Major A. J. Williams, d.s.o., f.b.c.v.s., relinquishes the 
actg. rank of Lt-Col. on ceasing to hold the appt. of 
A.D.V.S. (April 7); Capt. C. R. Chadwick (t.f.), re¬ 
linquishes the actg. rank of Maj. on ceasing to hold 
the appt. of D. A.D.V.S. (March 16); Temp. Capt. 
F. T. Barton relinquishes nis commn. on completion 
of service (July 23), and retains the rank of Capt.; 
Temp. Lt. R. W. Down to be temp. Capt. (July 23). 

Territorial Force, Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Aug. 13. 

Capt. (actg. Maj.) F. B. Gresham relinquishes the actg 
rank of Maj. on ceasing to be empld. (July 13). 


An “Old Contemptible.” 

B 30 is,a brown gelding, and his Army service began 
in 1912, when he was purchased by Col. D. E. Wood, 
C.B., of the Remount Department, and issued as a troop 
horse to the 5th Dragoon Guards. 

He took part in the International Horse Show long 
distance ride (from London to Aldershot) in 1914. B. 30 
proceeded to France in the fateful August of that tragic 
year. He fought at Mons, and took part in the Great 
Retreat \ was in every action in which the cavaliy was 
engaged, including the battles of the Marne, Aisne, Ypres, 
Loos, the Somme, Cambrai and Arras. He was the first 
horse to jump the Hindenburg Line, in fall marching 
order, after the infantry had broken through. Although 
wounded on several occasions he never went into the 
sick lines, and was never “excused duty.” 

B. 30 took the first prize for light-weight chargers at 
the First Cavalry Brigade Horse Show in Flanders, 
1915, and first prize in a similar class at Dieppe Horse 
Show in 1918. He came back to England in April, 1919. 
He was ridden throughout the war by Lt.-Col. W. Q. 
Winwood, commanding the 5th Dragoon Guards, in 
whose name he was entered at the Aldershot Show. It is 
interesting to know that this veteran horse was looked 
after throughout the war by the same groom, Private 
Glare, 5th Dragoon Gnards. 

Many horses “ with a past ” were entered in the clasB 
for military horses that have seen war service overseas 
at the Aldershot Command Show, on Ang. 13th and 14th. 


go 
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Birthday Honours. 

The deferred list of Birthday Honours contain several 
names which have local interest. Lieut.-Col. H. Gilbert 
Barline, o.b., m.d., f.r.c.s., j.p., is made a baronet. He 
is brother of the late Mr. F. W. Barling, of Bartestree and 
Ross, and of Mr. J. L. Barling, m.r.c.v.s., of Hereford. 
He is consulting surgeon to the Southern Command, 
and largely raised the Birmingham medical unit which 
went to Salonica. His war services had previously been 
twice recognised, and he has been to France as con¬ 
sulting surgeon on the Western Front. He has rendered 
valuable services to the city of Birmingham as Vice- 
Chancellor of the University, and has performed very 
fine work at Birmingham General Hospital .—The Here¬ 
ford Times . 


The Total!sator. 

In the House of Commons, recently, Lieut.-Col. 
Meysey Thompson asked the Prime Minister whether, 
in view of the fact that the French public in one year 
invested £13,000,000 in the totalisator, that the Govern¬ 
ment received 8 per cent of this sum, 4 per cent went 
back to racing, 2 per cent to the support of hospitals, 1 
per cent to the direct encouragement of horse-breeding, 
and 1 per cent to other useful purposes such as water¬ 
works, etc., he would at once introduce legislation with 
the view of obtaining similar beneficial results in this 
country. 

Mr. Bonar Law : I don’t think the adoption of my 
hon. friend’s suggestion would be desirable. 

Lieut.-Col. Meysey Thompson : Is the right hon 
gentleman aware that the success of our armies in the 
war was largely due to the number of horses supplied by 
private producers, and is he aware that the use of the 
totalisator would tend to encourage the breeding of 
horses, and will he give the matter further consideration 1 

Mr. Bonar Law: I am afraid I am not familiar with 
the instrument my hon. friend refers to, and I do not 
think the object he has in view will be attained by the 
Government taking the special action he suggests. 


Cruelty Charge at Shoreham—Dismissed, 
Costs allowed. 

At Shoreham Petty Sessions, on Monday 18th, Ernest 
William Tilley, market gardener, of Alexandra terrace, 
Shoreham-by Sea, pleaded not guilty to a summons for 


cruelty to a bay mare, on the 25th July, and was repre¬ 
sented by Mr. Digby Gates. 

Major A. Farrant, f.r.c.v.s., Hove, stated he saw' the 
animal, and found it lame in the forefeet and suffering 
from side bones and contracted feet. He advised the 
defendant the animal was beyond treatment by blister¬ 
ing or otherwise, and advocated its destruction. He 
subsequently found it had been blistered and sent for 
defendant, telling him it was simply torturing the ani¬ 
mal as it could do it no good. He reported the case. 
The mare was in excellent bodily condition. 

Inspector Whiting, r.s.p.c.a., (who conducted the 
prosecution) said defendant told him the mare had been 
like that practically since he had it, a period of some 
twelve months. He gave £12 for it, and worked it on 
the farm. Witness said if the mare had been all right 
it would have been worth 70 to 80 guineas. 

Inspector Whiting and Major Farrant both had it put 
to them by Mr. Gates that the mare was suffering from 
mechanical or painless lameness, but they declared there 
were no such tiling as painless lameness. 

Defence. 

Defendant said he had had the animal for ten months. 
It always had a peculiar walk, but was never lame. On 
the 25th July, after removing refuse from a farm, he 
went back to the stable, and there saw Major Farrant, 
who said the animal was lame, and advised him to take 
it indoors, which he did. If the animal were lame then, 
he (defendant) thought he must have pulled it short, 
and so caused it to rick or twist itself. Two or three 
days later Major Farrant called again and, seeing that 
he (defendant) had treated the animal by blistering it, 
told him he should report the matter. 

Cross-examined : It only had a fixed joint. He agreed 
that if it had been all right it would have been worth 
70 to 80 guineas. A friend bought it for him for £12 at 
a public sale. 

Charles Pettitt, the carter, said the animal was not 
lame. 

Mr. T. Bolton, m.r.c.v.8., of Steyning, and Mr. J. W. 
Pritchard, m.r.c.v.s., Brighton, both said the animal 
was upright in her fetlocks and had fixed coronet joint 
which constituted mechanical or painless lameness. 
Both agreed the mare was fit to work on land, and Mr. 
Pritchard said it could be worked on a level road. 

The case was eventually dismissed, costs amounting 
to three guineas being allowed against the Society for 
solicitor’s and veterinary surgeons’ fees .—Sussex Daily 
News. 
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Scheduled Disease. 

Two-thirds of tbe current year is now over, and 
we can review our progress against scheduled dis¬ 
ease. In the first third of the year we made a good 
start; and it may fairly be said that we have main¬ 
tained it in the second. 

Babies and foot-and-mouth disease remain the 
most immediately serious diseases. The present 
indications are that rabies is being kept well in hand. 
So far, the London outbreak has not been nearly so 
serious as it easily might have been ; and a steady 
enforcement of the present measures is certain in 
time to rid the country of the disease. After the 
rather numerous outbreaks of foot-and-mouth dis¬ 
ease early in the year, we remained free from it for 
several months; but this month it has reappeared 
repeatedly. The present visitation seems less 
serious than some previous ones with which we 
have dealt successfully ; but it serves to remind us 
of our constant danger. 

Anthrax, sheep scab, and glanders all show good 
figures. Anthrax shows a marked decrease from 
last year, and its present total is considerably less 
than one-half tbe corresponding one of' 1917. 
Sheep-scab shows a distinct fall from last year, though 
not a large one. So far, we seem to be holding our 
own well against glanders. Its returns were un¬ 
usually low in the first third of the year; and, 
though they have increased in the second, the figures 
are still slightly below the corresponding ones of 
last year. It is too early to speak definitely about 
glanders, a recrudescence of which was one of our 
post-war dangers; but so far we are faring as well 
against it as could possibly have been expected. 

It is interesting to compare the returns of parasitic 
mange and swine fever, now and four months ago, 
with those of previous years. The parasitic mange 
figures show practically the same increase over the 
corresponding ones for 1918 and 1917 now as they 
did last April, which distinctly suggests that the 
rise of the disease is being checked. Unfortunately 
the same cannot be said of swine fever; for here a 
similar comparison undoubtedly points to a pro¬ 
gressive increase of the disease during the present 
year. This seems only too likely to continue with 
the increased movement of pigs due to the gradual 
removal of war restrictions; and, if we look far 
ahead, there are very few scheduled diseases which 
offer us so little hope of their ultimate eradication 
as swine fever does. Looking merely at the present, 
we can fairly congratulate the Board’s staff upon 
their progress in a most difficult task. 


Chronic Overwork or “ Surmenagh.” 

Floriot, in the Recueil de Mtdecine V&Mrinairs 
for 1917, published a comprehensive article upon 
this subject. Chronio overwork is one of the most 
frequent causes of disease and mortality amongst 
army horses in the field. It caused enormous losses, 
especially at the beginning of the war. Some units, 
after three months campaigning, had lost one-third 
or even half their effectives. 

The condition is most feequently encountered in 
the artillery, for the two reasons that the horses 
there do more laborious work, and that they are in 
general less cared for than those in the infantry. 

The work is much heavier in a mobile war, and 
may last for a period of several months. When 
the units are released and go to the rear, they some¬ 
times perform journeys of more than forty kilo¬ 
metres heavily laden, which exhausts the horses. 
When the ground is rendered heavier by rain, the 
number of cases of “surmenage 1 ' augments consid¬ 
erably. 

All causes which diminish the organic resistance 
favour the appearance of this condition. Among 
these are excessive youth and old age, mange, chronic 
gastric or enteric affeotions which originate more or 
less pronounced disturbances of nutrition, insuffi¬ 
cient feeding, insufficient hygienic attention, and 
exposure to severe temperatures. 

Disorders of the digestive apparatus are the rule 
in horses debilitated by chronic overwork. Diar¬ 
rhoea or constipation, and abundant intestinal fer¬ 
mentations with evacuations of malodorous gas, are 
observed. The bead is frequently held low, in an 
attitude characteristic of debility. Emaciation is 
rapid, the animals refuse food, the mouth is fetid, 
the conjunctiva is earth-coloured or violaceous, and 
the patients collapse and quickly die. 

The author performed autopsies upon thirteen 
horses which had died of this condition; and in five 
cases he found lesions of enteritis in tbe region of 
the caecum and large colon. One of these horses 
showed paralysis of the penis four days before death. 
In two other subjects, which were absolutely 
cachectic, very discrete lesions of enteritis were 
found. The defensive functions of the organism are 
profoundly disturbed by chronic overwork. There 
is insufficient elimination of waste products, followed 
by intoxication. The accumulation of the products 
of cellular denutrition determines profound humoral 
modifications, and it appears that in certain subjects 
the elimination of the exoretions is not re-established 
normally, despite rest. 

Horses reduced to this condition oontraot infec¬ 
tious diseases with facility, and re-aot to them very 
badly. Diseases have a parked tendency to cbron- 
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Mr. McKinna said that Dr. Addison has promised 
that the appointment of veterinary surgeons on such 
Committees will be favourably considered. 

Mr. Sumner believed that the Medical and Legal 
Profession had got representation. 

Mr. Whitehead said the Society of Public Analysts 
had applied but had no encouragement to hope that they 
will get a representative on. 

Mr. Sumner, referring to the draft of the Ministry of 
Health Consultative Councils Order, 1919, said he 
thought the Veterinary profession would come in with 
the agricultural and allied services. 

Mr. Woods moved that the Lancashire V.M.A. sup¬ 
port the resolution now submitted, and that copies be 
forwarded to the Members of Parliament for the Counties 
of Lancashire and Cheshire. Mr. Packman seconded, 
and it was carried. 

The letter from the Derbyshire Association submitted 
to the last meeting was again brought forward but no 
decision was arrived at. 

In accordance with a notice of motion Mr. Giblin 
moved that a donation of twenty guineas be given to 
the funds of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
This proposal was not seconded. 

Mr. Packman moved and Mr. Woods seconded that 
the question of a donation to the Anglo-Belgian Fund 
be postponed to the next meeting! 


Some aspects of Veterinary Politics. 

The President said that in resuming the discussion 
on this subject it was suggested that it might be con¬ 
sidered under three heads: (1) the policy of the R.C.V.S., 
(2) the composition of the Counci), (3) the means of 
increasing the interest of the rank and file of the pro¬ 
fession. 

Mr. Sumner: “I was responsible for asking our 
President to guide the discussion, if possible, on what 
one must admit is a wide field for thought. You will 
remember that I attempted to speak upon the policy of 
the Council. The policy is carried out by men who are 
elected by yourselves irrespective, generally speaking, 
of any line of particular policy. It has been suggested 
that the time has come when, before a man is nominated 
and accepted he should give an expression of opinion on 
matters relating to the welfare of the profession, and 
npon those opinions he should be nominated as a fit and 
proper person, or otherwise, thus bringing politics into 
the election of members to the Council. The whole 
body of the profession is entitled to vote, but out of a 
membership of about three thousand only about one- 
third take the trouble to vote. Some complain that you 
get a preponderance of men in the Home Counties and 
not sufficient men from the North. It has been sug¬ 
gested that there should be proportional representation. 
We should then have a member elected for a particular 
group or area, but it would not be necessary for the re¬ 
presentative to be a resident of the area. This might 
possibly be the means of awakening those who never 
vote for a member of Council. 

In regard to the question of examiners, I believe it 
would be desirable to invite a number of men to act as 
examiners irrespective of the qualification of Fellowship. 
I take it for granted that we appreciate those who have 
taken the higher diploma (280 men only are Fellows), 
but it is only fair to assume that some of the members 
would be as successful as examiners as the Fellows.” 

Mr. Noel Fillers thought the subject to be so wide 
M to make it difficult to lay down a national programme, 
when one looks round and sees the various aspects of the 
veterinary surgeons work. After referring to some of 
the duties, such as meat inspection, inspection of dairies, 
food. etc. be said the first plank of a programme would 
bethe annual fee- There would be no question as to 
what could be done with the money. The second plank 


should be the admission of women to the profession. 
There are many branches they could take up, and do 
away with quackery. The third plank should be the re¬ 
vision of the syllabus, the method of teaching, and the 
method of education. He was sure that the present 
methods did not compare favourably with other bodies. 
The more extensive an examination is the more likely 
are you to find out a man’s qualities. Examinations 
should be oral, written, and practical. The syllabus on 
milk hygiene, meat inspection, and parasitology should 
be laid down explicitly. There are many things, he said, 
in the syllabus that can only be learned by inference. 
Another plank might be the control of the Contagious 
Diseases Animals Act. Another plank should be that 
in municipalities where there is a whole-time officer, 
dairies, food and meat inspection, and contagiousdiseases 
in animals should be administered by him. There are 
towns where this is not done. An important point when 
there is money from the annual fee bill would be the 
protection of the veterinary surgeon against all forms 
of auackery. 

He thought a paid secretary to the National Associ¬ 
ation (not a veterinary surgeon) would be able to do a 
good deal of work in uniting the functions of the various 
divisions and branches. He also drew attention to the 
publicity given in the veterinary papers to certain mat¬ 
ters which would be better left out, mentioning insurance 
fees as a case in point. 

Mr. Sumner, responding, said the annual fee bill is a 
necessity, and without it they would cease to exist. As 
regards election of women there was an item on the 
agenda of the last meeting of Council, but as the Sex 
Disqualification Bill was before Parliament it was 
thought better to postpone the matter. Personally he 
was m favour of women entering the veterinary profes¬ 
sion. Revision of the syllabus teaching and examin¬ 
ations was too big a matter to be discussed there. All 
agreed, he thought, that the syllabus falls short of what 
is desired. 

He thought Mr. Pillers might have suggested that the 
Veterinary Department of a municipality might be dis¬ 
sociated from that of the medical officer. Speaking of 
the National Association he thought it was for that 
body to direct the practice of the branches which claimed 
her paternity. The question of a clerical rather than 
professional secretary was important. They were not a 
trade union but they should not forget that the medi¬ 
cal profession combined successfully in order to get 
better terms under the Insurance Act. 

Mr. Woods, referring to paragraph 1 of Mr.Sumner's 
remarks, thought that the Council was taking too much 
notice of a few letters that have appeared from Borne 
grumbling members. The one portal system had not 
been questioned, but whether it is the best system or 
not, he did say that if one or two more teaching schools 
became attached to the Universities it will rapidly be¬ 
come a burning question. The University will not be 
satisfied to become a mere teaching school for the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

Regarding examiners, the Council have considerable 
powers. They fix the place of examination, dates and 
times, the length of time it shall take, the percentage of 
marks necessary to obtain a pass, and they give various 
instructions in addition. It is quite true there is no 
revisory body. They give a syllabus to examiners upon 
which questions must be set, so that it can hardly be 
said that the Council have no influence over the opera¬ 
tions O'f the examiners. It is true there is an advisory 
or revisory body in connection with the Liverpool 
University, consisting of the whole body of examiners 
internal and external, but that is not true of the whole 
of the Universities. What is to be our revisory body! 
|s it to be the whole of the examiners assisted by the 
whole of the teaehers, which is the Liverpool University 
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method ? If that is so, how were they going to get them 
together from all the different parts of England, Scotland, 
and Ireland in order to set the questions. As to whethei 
an examiner should be a Fellow, he thought Mr. 
Wolstenholme had put the matter in a few words in 
asking what was the object of the Fellowship degree if 
it was not to stimulate members to a ualify fora position 
as examiner. Did they think that the man who has not 
ambition to get to the top of the tree is likely to be fitted, 
generally speaking, as an examiner ? He did not think 
it quite correct to say once an examiner always an 
examiner • but he did think that a man examining for 
the first time would not be as correct in his results as he 
would be after some experience, so that, other things 
being equal, a man who had already acted should have 
a prior claim to re-appointment. As to quips and 
cranks of examiners, these, he thought, existed more in 
the minds of the teachers than in the examiners. 
Speaking of parliamentary representation, he did not 
know how this could be achieved without politics. 

Mr. Whitehead thought it would be bad policy for 
the veterinary inspector to operate independently of the 
medical officer of a Municipality. Meat and milk in¬ 
spection are purely matters of public health. 

Mr. McKinna agreed with Mr. Whitehead, and also 
agreed that the Council has a great deal of power over 
examiners. He would welcome women into the veter¬ 
inary profession. 

Lt.-Col. Brittlebank again wished to congratulate 
Mr. Sumner on the extreme range of his remarks, reduced 
to a small compass and yet covering practically all the 
work in which the profession is engaged. 

To him it appeared that the inclination was in the di¬ 
rection of too much criticism of detail, they ought 
rather, in bis opinion, make a much more comprehensive 
review on broad ljnes of the present position, with the 
object of recognising all our weaknesses and then to de¬ 
cide upon a definite policy to follow. So far as he could 
see at present every effort should be made within the 
profession to link up every organisation and indeed every 
member under a common bond, to secure to the profes¬ 
sion that which was theirs by right 
' Could the profession during this period of reconstruc¬ 
tion be induced, to drastically reconstruct itself? The 
period which might be referred to as the reconstruction 
period was of uncertain duration ; but in his opinion if 
the profession misses this opportunity it would be very 
unfortunate, as not only do we owe a duty to ourselves, 
but also to posterity. As has already been said, the 
general question of policy is in the hands of a very small 
number. A very large percentage of the profession are 
merely content to look on, and at times offer criticism— 
which is principally destructive in character. 

Mr. Sumner nas referred specifically to the work of 
certain committees of the Council, and he also would 
like to refer to the work of one or two of these. 

The Examination Committee is, for instance, respons¬ 
ible for the supervision of matters pertaining not only 
to examinations but to the general question of education. 
Are we satisfied with our curriculum and the interpre¬ 
tation of it ? Are we satisfied that the students receive 
full value for the time and money expended in obtaining 
their M.R.C.V.S. We have for instance five competing 
schools, are they really all necessary, or might not better 
results be obtained if there were only one large well 
equipped school adequately financed. He makes no 
suggestion, but merely asked the question. If we must 
enter into detail, are our young graduates being turned 
out with any adequate knowledge of cattle pathology ? 
If they are it was news to him, and this is a country 
having the most valuable stock in the world, and indeed 
cattle are likely to become increasingly valuable. 

The whole question of the future is bound up in edu¬ 
cation and the facilities provided for obtaining it. Tife 


higher the standard we set the higher will be the posi¬ 
tion attained by the profession. The discussion of the 
other Committees such as the Parliamentary and Gen¬ 
eral Purposes Committee, to his mind prdbably at 
present the most important Committee of the Council, 
again raised the question of finance. To his mind the 
profession had been extremely loyal in subscribing 
voluntarily each year as it had done, but why should 
one-third of the profession be required to continually 
pay to achieve benefits for those who never would pay 
until compelled to do so. 

And so with the work of the Associations generally, a 
small percentage of members were public spirited enough 
to go on striving for betterment, but nothing great 
would be achieved until the whole profession thought 
fill to combine. The National Association was being 
resuscitated, and was prepared, if supported, to tackle 
the many questions before the profession with vigour— 
but it must have support bo that it could claim to speak 
for the profession. It was the central organisation to 
which practically all the other associations were affiliated, 
and it was meeting in October to lay down a policy for 
the future. He hopes that the policy decided upon 
would be no timid, naif-hearted one, but that it would 
be vigorous and incisive, with no fear of claiming and 
insisting on our rights. It does not require mnch deep 
thinking for us to realise that united we can demand 
what we reauire—we are essential to the State, and the 
State must be forced to recognise us : at the same time 
we must never lose sight of the public interest. 

At the meeting to be held in October he was glad to 
say that Mr, Garnett, the ex-President of the R.C.V.S. 
for the past five years, had consented to read a paper 
outlining his views on the question of policy—ana it 
needed no words from him to extol the work done by 
Mr. Garnett, or his right to speak on our behalf. 

Before closing he would like to say how pleased he 
was to see Mr. McKinna present. His election to the 
presidential chair was a source of much gratification to 
many of us. and he hopes that at the end of his time he 
would be able to look back on a period of loyal co-opera¬ 
tion and support from the Council. 

Mr. Curbishley said that before they could move 
they would have to obtain unanimity amongst them¬ 
selves. They must develop a spirit of combination and 
of brotherhood. He thought that two-thirds of the 
members not being connected with County Associations 
was a terrible state of affairs. He did not snow whether 
they should not have a trade union. 

Mr. Sumner pointed out that there has been no in¬ 
tention on the part of the Liverpool University to inter¬ 
fere with the one portal system. As regards examin¬ 
ations he thought it would be an advantage to the 
college and to the students if there was a revisory body 
to look through the questions ; the difficulty of assembly 
could be overcome. He objected to the term “ compe¬ 
ting schools.” His only desire was that men entering 
the profession should have the best possible training. 
So far as Liverpool is concerned she had not, he said, 
entered on the teaching of veterinary students as a com¬ 
petition. In conclusion he would ask (1) Has the work 
of the Council been negligent or such as they could not 
commend. (2) Whether they would devise some change 
in the election of council, and whether they would desire 
proportional representation (3) Wbat means would they 
suggest as to the immediate necessity of returning a 
member of the veterinary profession to Parliament (4) 
In which way could the Lancashire V.M.A. increase tne 
interest of those who up to now have shown so little in¬ 
terest in the profession. 

Lieut-Col. Brittlebank moved that it be an instruc¬ 
tion to the Council of the Lancashire V.M.A. to give 
careful consideration to the whole questions raised in 
the discussion, with a view to formulating a policy, and 
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to take such steps as may lead to the best results for 
the whole of the profession. Mr. Curbishley seconded. 
Carried. 

Pathological Specimen. Mr. Howe submitted an 
irregular formation of the pubis of an in-foal mare. 

Votes of thanks to Mr. Sumner and Mr. Howe, pro¬ 
posed by the President and seconded by Mr. Me Kinna 
closed the meeting. 


EAST AND WEST SUFFOLK 
VETERINARY INSPECTORS* ASSOCIATION. 

The annual meeting was held by kind invitation of 
Mr. Henry Phillips, at his residence, Hall Lodge, Ips¬ 
wich, on Saturday 23rd inst., under the chairmanship of 
Mr. Philip Turner, of Ixwortb. The members were 
hospitably entertained by Mr. and Mrs. Phillips and 
their daughter, Mrs. Castle. 

A vote of condolence was passed on the report of the 
deaths of Mr. E. G. Haskell, of Bury St. Edmund’s, and 
Mr. James Cleveland, of Bungay. 

The Chairman gave a hearty welcome to the members 
of the Association, Messrs. Thurston, Turner and Faith¬ 
ful], who had been serving as officers of the R.A.V.C., in 
the Great War. 

Mr. Robt. Turner, of Bury St. Edmund’s, and Mr.Wm. 
Shipley, of Yarmouth, were elected members of the 
Association. 

The officers elected for the year were : Chairman, 
Mr. Morton Wallis, m.r.c.v.8., of Halstead; vice-chair¬ 
man, Mr. Horace L. Roberts, f.r.c.v.8., of Ipswich, Mr. 
E. A. Hudson, m.r.c.v.s., of Barrow, Bury St. Edmund’s, 
was unanimously re-elected hon. secretary and treasurer. 
Mr. Henry Phillips, of Ipswich, was elected to fill the 
vacancy on the Executive Committee caused by the 
demise of Mr. Haskell. 

The new chairman (Mr. Morton Wallis) addressed the 
members at some length on the professional aspect of 
their duties as inspectors. He pointed out the desira¬ 
bility of the affiliation of the Association with the 
National Association of Veterinary Inspectors. 

An instructive and important discussion, in which all 
the members joined, ensued. 

In view of the work connected with the diseases of 
animals being about to be placed under the Minister of 
Public Health and local Committees, and not altogether 
under the direction of the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, as heretofore, a resolution was passed the 
terms of which will safeguard the professional, status 
and interests of veterinary inspectors under the 'new 


Considering the national importance of the prospective 
legislation regarding the future milk and meat supplies 
of the country, it was resolved to accept the advice 
recently given Dy Dr. Addison, Minister of Public Health, 
to a deputation of veterinary surgeons: which advice was 
for veterinary surgeonB to advocate tne employment of 
veterinary surgeonB for inspectorial duties under the 
future orders controlling the diseases of cattle and milk 
production, and to point out to all concerned the desir¬ 
ability of having all inspectors skilled in the knowledge 
of cattle and their diseases.— East Anglian Daily Times t 


Rabies—A Correction. 

To the Editor of “ The Veterinary Record.” 

Dear Sir.—My attention has been drawn to the report 
of the Southern Counties Veterinary Medical Association 
meeting held on July 3rd, published August 16th, in 
which I am reported to have stated that the usual period 
of incubation in rabies is from a week to ten days. This 
is incorrect* and should read—Another unusual period 


is a week to ten days. It was also recommended that 
in all instances of a person having been bitten by an 
apparently healthy dog or cat—not necessarily suspected 
of rabies at the time—the animal should be kept under 
observation for a week or ten days, before being des- 
troyed ? if that course is decided upon. In the event of 
the animal remaining healthy to tne end of that period 
it should allay any anxiety of rabies developing, which 
sometimes exists in the person bitten or others.—Yours 
faithfully, 

4 Whitehall Place, S.W. 1 . A. Holman Berry. 

25th August. 


“BOARDED OUT" ARMY HORSES. 

Sir,—The letter from “Justitia” in your issue of last 
week hits the nail on the head when he talks of the 
great injustice done to the general practitioner whose 
services are not required under the scheme. 

Practising in a London suburb, I am already feeling 
the result of the scheme, which is as yet in its infancy. 
I have lost 10 examinations as to soundness through 
Army horses being allotted, as well as the fees for atten¬ 
dance on Bame, and on many others that will come into 
my district. As the scheme extends there will be little 
work left for the veterinary surgeon, whose services are 
not required under it.—I am, yours truly, 

August 25th. A Victim. 


UNQUALIFIED ASSISTANTS. 

Two of my qualified assistants robbed me, snd a 
third, after a few months with me, indulged in spirits to 
such an extent that I was in danger of losing several 
good clients. At present I have an unqualified assistant 
who is thoroughly reliable, and had been acting as 
assistant for fifteen years with a M.R.C.V.S. before join¬ 
ing me. 

If the draft bye-law passes as proposed, what will 
happen 1 In my case, I must revert to the habit of a 
new assistant every six or twelve months—for I find 
that a reliable M.R.C.V.S. will certainly wish to go 
“ on his own ’’ after a short term, for experience in a 
good practice. 

I see no harm in existing conditions, but heaps of 
worry if the proposal is carried.—Yours, 

Aug, 25th. “Perplexed.” 


I understand from reading The Veterinary Record 
that a bye-law is about to come before the Council pro¬ 
hibiting members employing unqualified assistants. If 
it passes, many of we busy country practitioners will be 
hard hit to get our work done. In my case I have been 
employing tnree assistants, at present two are unqualified 
ana one qualified. Ten years ago I required the services 
of a man to manage a branch. I tried several qualified 
men and all were useless. I engaged an unqualified 
man and since doing so have never had an hour’s trouble 
or anxiety. His father was a veterinary surgeon, also 
an older brother. His father died when he was in his 
final year and left him penniless. He is a married man 
with six young children, I pay him three hundred a year. 
When this bye-law passes am I to turn this man adrift 
without any visible means of living after having served 
me well for ten years? I could not do so. I would rather 
incur the displeasure of the Royal College. 

Five years ago my brother from an adjoining town 
seven miles away, joined the A.V.C. I advertised for a 
qualified man to carry on; after trying two, both of 
which I had working together for a time. I got disgusted 
and engaged an unqualified man just discharged from 
the army. He had been sixteen years assistant in a 
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busy practice before joining up in 1914. I pay him 
nearly three hundred a year. He is married, with no 
family ; *3ut to turn him out means starvation, as he 
nothing else to turn to. 

My qualified assistant is a good man now, but came 
to me very short of experience although four years 
qualified. He would be useless to manage a branch as 
he requires a master. 

Until our Colleges turn out men that are some use to 
us country practitioners, we cannot get through our 
work without unqualified assistance. It is not a case of 
cheap labour, it is a case of getting through the work, 
and getting the farmers and stock owners to accept their 
services. 

When I Bay “Country practitioners” 1 mean those 
whose work lies far from theatres, music-halls, and all 
attractions of town life. Let a veterinary surgeon gain 
the confidence of his clients, and make it worth the 
farmers’ while to employ him. he will hear very little 
about increased fees, even if they are up 100 per cent. 
After all, there is the owners’ point of view as well as 
ours—which a great many of our members seem to 
forget. 

“ Farmer’s Sow, now V-S/* 

STORING WATER—AN ENQUIRY. 

To the Editor of The Veterinary Record . 

Dear Sir,—One of my clients is reconstructing the 
water supply in his cow houses and is anxious to econo¬ 
mise by collecting it after it has been used for cooling 
the milk, and storing it in an underground tank or con¬ 
crete resevoir for future U3e. I have, however, heard 
that water so used soon smells, and is useless. Would 
any of your readers who have had experience with this 
kindly give me their opinion;—Yours truly, 

Mamelons Farm, Edw. J. Fowler, m.r.c.v.s. 

Nazeing, Essex, Aug. 18th. 


‘THE NATIONAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION.’ 

The principle reason the Association is not represen¬ 
tative of the veterinary profession generally is that 
members have no money to spend to enable them to 
attend the meetings of the Association, having to pay 
“locums” if they are desirous of so doing. When veteri¬ 
nary fees and charges are more uniform and adequate 
for members the membership of the National will be 
greatly increased I am certain: and the sooner the better. 

“Strong Unionist.” 

[Our correspondent appears to overlook the fact that 
the National embraces most of the local societies (divi¬ 
sions of the National) and that consequently every 
member added to an affiliated division means one more 
to strengthen the position of the National in dealing 
with any outside body.] 


New President of Board of Agriculture. 

The King has been pleased to approve that the Right 
Hon. Lord Lee of Fareham, g.b.e., k.c.b., be appoir&ed 
President of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, in 
the room of the Right. Hon. Lord Ernie, resigned. 

His Majesty haB also approved of Lord Lee being ap¬ 
pointed a Privy Councillor. 

The new President, better known as Sir Arthur Lee, 
during many years of Parliamentanr service, has filled 
several important positions, including those of Parlia¬ 
mentary Military Secretary to the Ministry of Munitions, 


Personal Military Secretary to the Secretary for War 
(Mr. Lloyd George), and Director General of Food Pro¬ 
duction. 

He represented the Fareham Division of Hampshire 
as a Conservative from 1900 to 191&, when he was raised 
to the Peerage. 

In 1917 Lord Lee presented Chequers Court, his mag¬ 
nificent estate in the Chiltern Hills, to the nation, to be 
used and maintained in perpetuity as the official resi¬ 
dence of British Prime Ministers. 


Tuberculin Test at Pirbright. 

The legislature of the Government of the Union of 
South Africa, in respect of cattle exported from a country 
where a Government testing station exists, requires:— 

The animals must be (1) isolated at the station, im¬ 
mediately before exportation, for the purpose of under¬ 
going the tuberculin test; and (2) accompanied by an 
official certificate indicating that they have successfully 
passed the test. The Union Government does not forgo 
its right to test any animal on arrival in South Africa, 
but it will not be subject, as heretofore, to 28 days’ iso¬ 
lation before being tested. 

The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries will accor¬ 
dingly be prepared, as from Monday, August 18th, to 
receive cattle at the Government testing station at Pir- 
bright Surrey, where they will be isolated for a period 
of at least 28 days before being subjected to the tuber¬ 
culin test. After 31 dayB from the date of their 
arrival at Pirbright animals which successfully pass 
the test will be available for removal for direct 
shipment. The necessary official certificate will be sup¬ 
plied to the owner, or to his representative, for trans¬ 
mission to South Africa with the bill of lading. 

Animals which fail to pass the tuberculin test at Pir¬ 
bright will be disposed of according to the owner’s in¬ 
structions, or consigned at his risk and cost to the 
premises from which they were sent. If any animal 
which has passed the test at Pirbright is rejected by the 
South African authorities after being retested on arrival 
the Board will be prepared to consider the readmission 
of the animal into this country. 

Cattle which are shipped from England within two 
months of the opening of the Government testing station 
at Pirbright (*.«., before October 18,1910) will be admit¬ 
ted into the U nion of South Africa under the conditions 
hitherto in force. 

The requirements here indicated also apply to cattle 
consigned to South African ports in transit to other 
destinations. 

Forms of application for the reception of cattle at the 
Government testing station, with detailed information 
as regards the dispatch of the animals to and from Pir¬ 
bright, the fees payable, etc., may be obtained on appli¬ 
cation to the Secretary, Board of Agriculture and Fisher¬ 
ies, Whitehall-place, London, S.W. 1. 

Exporters are reminded that the export of livestock 
from this country is at present prohibited, but licences 
are issued in certain cases on application to the Secretary, 
War Trade Department, 4, Central buildings, Westmin¬ 
ster, London, S.W. 1. Application for an export licence 
should indicate whether the animals to be exported are 
pedigree stock. 


Mange—An ineffectual plea. 

At Lambeth County Court, in a claim made by J. 
Taylor & Son, Ltd., forage merchants, of Southampton 
Street, Camberwell, against Sid Smith, cartage con¬ 
tractor, of Beatrice Road, Bermondsey, for £60 14s. for 
fodder supplied, defendant, who admitted the debt set 
up a counter-claim for £62 4s. damages by reason oi his 
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horees being incapacitated for work owing to the inferior 
and dangerous food supplied by plaintiffs. 

Defendant said he was registered with the firm for 
the supply of fodder. In January his six horses fell ill 
with parasitic mange, and were put in quarantine. This 
was brought on by the bad food. 

Frank Cargill, carman, said the fodder was not fit 
stuff for the horses to eat, and they left it in the mangers. 

Judge Parry : What evidence have we that the 
parasitic mange was due to the food I It merely comes 
to this : You are registered with a grocer for your tea, 
butter, bacon, and cheese ; and supposing you have in¬ 
digestion from eating it, are you entitled to sue him for 
damages 1 I doubt it. 

Charles J. Humphrey, veterinary surgeon to the 
London County Council for the Bermondsey district, 
said three of defendant’s horses were affected with 
parasitic mange, and he prohibited them from going out. 
Bad food would not bring on the disease. The horses 
were probably affected when defendant bought them. 
They were cast Army horses, and there had been a tre¬ 
mendous lot of parasitic mange among Army horses. 

Judge Parry said he did not think the disease was 
traceable to the food supplied, and gave judgement for 
plaintiffs on the claim and counter-claim, with costs.— 
The Evening Standard . 


A Mule's Foal. 

[The following is from a longer note by a representative 
of The Egyptian Gazette of June 28, forwarded to us 
from Cairo. Our readers will remember that a similar 
occurrence was reported upon from Cyprus, by Mr. G. J. 
Harvey, Govt. V.S., with a photograph, which was re¬ 
produced in our pages in August, 1913.] 

“ I found the mother to be a genuine mule and suck¬ 
ling a genuine mule foal; the lacteal glands are not so 
developed as in the case of a mare but the supply of 
milk is equal to and nearly surpasses any mare I have 
seeD. 

I obtained the following particulars about this almost 
unique occurrence. The dam is four years old. Her 
sire was a donkey and her dam a mare. The sire of 
her foal is a donkey. 

At present, according to the statements of an expert, 
the mule will in all probability give birth to another 
foal in due time. 


The owner of the animals, Mohammed Effendi 
Fathalla el Gayara, has brought them to Cairo and 
invites the public to support his expenses by inspecting 
the animals. 


Experiments on Living Animals. 

A return issued by the Home Office shows the number 
of experiments on living animals during 1918 in the 
United Kingdom. In England and Scotland licences 
were held by 701 persons, of whom 401 performed no ex¬ 
periments. In Ireland there were 22 licencees. of whom 
6 performed no experiments. In England ana Scotland 
the total number of experiments was 77,610 : under 
Group A 1557, and under Group B 76,053. In Group A 
anaesthesia was required— 951 all the time and 606 part 
of the time. In Group B no amesthetic was required. 
They were simple inoculations, hypodermic injections, 
feeding, and similar proceedings. Cancer investigation 
accounted for 137 in Group A and 5890 in Group B : 
29,000 were on behalf of Government Departments ana 
public health authorities, and over 37,000 for the prepa¬ 
ration, standardising, and testing of sera, vaccines, and 
drugs. In Ireland 313 experiments were performed by 
16 licencees, of which 232 were simple inoculations. 

Inspectors frequently visited the registered places 
without notice, and found the animals suitably lodged 
and well cared for, and the licensees generally attentive 
to the requirements of the Act. The irregularities re¬ 
ported were neither numerous nor serious. 


A correspondent sends us a further copy of the fore¬ 
going, from The Daily Herald with staring head lines, 
as shown below :— 

HOW VIVISECTION 
IS GROWING. 


22,068 More Experiments Than in 
1917 — 21,845 Without Anaesthetics. 


Original articles and reports should be written on one side 
of the paper only and authenticated by the names and 
addresses of writers, not necessarily for publication. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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a) Confirmed. (6) Reported by Local Authorities, t Conn ties affected, animals attacked Staffs. 1 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Aug. 26, 1919 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 

Note —The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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On knowledge of the normal. 

The following sentences are from a longer note in the 
pages of Live Stock Journal. The idea embodied is a 
truism; and the natural deduction is that familiarity 
with the ways of animals he will be called upon to treat 
is one of the prime necessities of veterinary students: 
and that the possession of this faculty is often a main 
factor in the success of the unqualified practitioner. 


(< The health of animals under any man’s care depends 
upon his powers of observation. While one man will 
detect the very first indication that something is amiss 
with an animal, and will at once look for the cause, an¬ 
other sees nothing until several stages of the illness have 
been passed. 

In the case of the man having the gift of observation 
the smallest change, not only in the amount of food 
consumed, but the manner in which the food is received, 
the expression of the eye, and any one of many other 
alight changes, are what he at once accepts as symptoms 
which deserve his immediate attention. Men of this 
class will tell you that much difference of disposition 
exists amongst animals, making it more difficult in some 
cases to detect the first symptoms of trouble than in 
others, and it is only by the exercise of close observation 
that they become acquainted with the individuality of 
every animal under their care. PerhapB no class 
appreciate observant cattlemen more than our veterinary 
surgeons, or will be more ready to acknowledge the 
many wrinkles they have pickea up from such men 
while diagnosing cases of illness. 

I once heard a cattleman, while speaking of one of the 
cows in the herd he had under nis charge, remark, 

‘ There is no use arguing with her.’ This expression 
conveyed much, and indicated a knowledge of the in¬ 
dividual character of the animals and the different treat¬ 
ment he no doubt accorded to each. To see this man 
going amongst his cattle was to realise how much of his 
success at home and in the showyards must have de¬ 
pended upon his knowledge of not only what constituted a 
good animal, and how it could be shown to the best ad¬ 
vantage, but perhaps as much, if not more, upon his 
careful study ;of what may be termed their mental 
peculiarities. 

It was no uncommon thing to hear other cattlemen 
assert that the man I refer to ‘had something up his 
sleeve ’ in the shape of a knowledge of condiments or 
drugs he must have used, and which enabled him to 
bring out his cattle in the form he did. It need scarcely 
be said there was no mystery about the matter; care 
and observation were the condiments he depended 
upon/’ 


About district representation. 

The following sentences from the editorial colums of 
The Pharmaceutical Journal are a practical commentary 
on the desirability of district representation. Similar 
complaint of the lack of interest—of cohesion are 
common amongst all groups of what may be termed 
individual workers, but the Pharmacists offer a fair 
comparison in point of numbers; roughly, 11000 voting 
papers brought 4250 replies, including spoiled, etc. 

to " SaS * 0 

“ But the amazing and almost distressing feature in 
the whole business is that only a little over a third of 
the voters on the Register should have taken the trifling 
trouble to vote. The stock excuse for non-voting at 
Council elections used to be that the members didn’t 
know anything or enough about the personality and 
opinions of the candidates. It is one of the objects of 
the theory of territorial representation to give the can¬ 
didate who resides in the electoral district, or who is 


personally known to many of the electors, an opening 
which is said to be denied to him under the nominally 
non-territorial system, Nevertheless, on the first occa¬ 
sion upon which the pharmaceutical electorate are en¬ 
dowed with a franchise according to their own prescrip¬ 
tion they show an indifference and apathy most discredi¬ 
table to them, and inexcusably unfair to the candidates 
put forward. The nominations were made by Local 
Associations and Local Pharmaceutical Committees. It 
should be noticed that the voting registers were compiled 
from lists supplied by the local secretaries. In some 
cases these lists were not forthcoming, and consequently 
the actual number on the Association register of voters 
for this election does not comprise the total electorate. 
Those who were disfranchised from this cause have only 
themselves to blame, as the disability is traceable to the 
apathy of members of Local Associations and the meagre 
encouragement given locally to the local secretaries in 
carrying out their duties—thus rendered needlessly on> 
erous and harassing.” 


Rabies—A development. 

A recent Reuter despatch from Paris states that the 
number of cases of rabies which have resulted from bites, 
from apparently healthy animals has led the Pasteur 
Institute to make further investigations, and it is now 
established that puppies of an animal to all appearance 
healthy may nevertheless transmit the virus to human 
beings, although the disease may not be evident in the 
animals until many months later. 


Mercury in Malaria. 

A pamphlet by Dr. Guido Cremonese, reprinted from 
La Malai'ioroqia^ discusses the use of certain mercurial 
preparations in the treatment of and the immunisation 
against malaria. (Di alcuni preparati mercuriali nella 
cura e nella immunizzazione della malaria, A. Tocco, 
Napoli.) The author claims that the problem of immuni¬ 
sation against malaria is near its solution. In a prior 
communication, Dr. Cremonese drew attention to the 
fact observed by him that syphilitics very frequently 
showed themselves refractory to malaria, though in a 
malarial zone and in the midst of actual sufferers. He 
was at first inclined to attribute this immunity to a 
biological antagonism between the two diseases. Further 
reflection led him to suspect that its cause was rather 
the saturation of the system with mercury, of which the 
syphilitics in question were the subjects. The matter 
was put to the test with results which, combined succes¬ 
ses obtained with salts of mercury in the treatment of 
malaria, led him to formulate the foiling statement and 
to ask his professional brethren to put the matter to ex¬ 
tended trial: The salts of mercury are curative in ma¬ 
laria ; they act cumulatively and remain in the organism 
for a considerable time ; hence they are aiso immunisers. 
Detailed histories of 12 cases are given in support of the 
author’s contention. They are cases of cure rather than 
immunisation in the strict sense, as all were malarial 
subjects. The author contends that a method which 
will cut short the malarial process and prevent relapses 
must in all probability dossess immunising powers. The 
author administers mercury either by daily injections of 
1 centigramme of sublimite or in pills containing a simi- 
quantity of the biniodide .—The Lancet. 

[It will be remembered that a year or two ago work 
was undertaken in the use of mercurial preparations by 
the Civil Veterinary Department of India, particularly 
in the treatment ot surra in camels, and that results 
were reported. Possibly, this work will be resumed 
when opportunity offers.] 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1919 

Edwards, W. B., Lt.-Col. r.a.v.c. £110 
Pugh, D. Sevenoaks 110 

Beck, D’A. S., Major r.a.v.c. 110 

Hayes, F. B., Major r.a.v.c. 1 10 

Keane, J. S., Lieut, r.a.v.c., 1918-19 2 2 0 

Lewis, H. D., Major r.a.v.c. 1 1 0 

Motton, S. J., Capt. r.a.v.c. 110 

Russell, E. C., Major r.a.v.c. 1 1 0 

Saunders, R. G., Penzance 1 1 0 

Previously acknowledged £933 12 10 


Avg. 19 and 26. £944 2 10 


Unexplained deaths in Lincolnshire. 

Deaths have occurred on a farm at Holbeach Marsh. 
Eight horses have died and four others are in a dying 
condition. Six deaths occurred on one farm, and then 
the other horses that were apparently alright were re¬ 
moved to another farm. No sooner had they been 
moved than those originally at this place commenced to 
die. Veterinary surgeons from Spalding, Lynn, Long 
Sutton, and Holbeach have been consulted, post-mortem 
examinations have been made and the water analysed, 
but so far nothing definite has been discovered. 

Later. Twenty-four valuable horses were affected, 12 
died. As a result of investigations by Sir John 
M'Fadyean, of the Royal Veterinary College, it has been 


established that the deaths were due to poisoning, 
traceable to potatoes given as food. 


Mitcham Fair. 

Mitcham Fair was opened on Tuesday, 12th inst., with 
all due ceremony “according to ancient use and custom.” 
At noon Mr. H. Mallaby-Deeley, M.P., supported by the 
district councillors, mounted a platform in the main 
street and read the general proclamation, which begins— 
“By these presents be it known unto all men that a fair 
may be held to-day and on the following days on this 
green.” The proclamation went on to relate how by 
Royal Charter Queen Elizabeth in or about the 15th 
year of her reign did grant to Lord of the Manor of 
Biggen and Tam worth and his heirs and assigns for ever, 
the right to hold a fair every year upon the 12th day of 
August and the two following days. 

Mr. Mallaby-Deeley then proceeded to one of the giant 
roundabouts, bearing the great key of the fair, which is 
four and a half feet m length and has on the handle the 
inscription, “Chartered fair key of Mitcham,” and, stand¬ 
ing on the steps, formally declared the fair opened, in 
the form of words used since the 16th century. 


Hornby Fair was revived last month, and it is proposed 
also to revive the old market on alternate Fridays. As 
far back as 1280 Geoffrey Neville obtained from Edward 
I. a grant of free warren in Hornby with a market on 
Wednesdays, and during the intervening centuries 
diverse days have been fixed for the market, and on or 
about the 24th July a general fair ha9 been held for all 
classes of store stock, cheese, wool, etc. But since the 
late eighties the fair and market have been abandoned. 
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ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 

War Office, July 10th. 

The following is‘continuation of the dispatch received 
from Sir D. Haig, submitting names deserving of special 
mention:— 

(S.R.)—Dunlop, Capt. (A.Maj.) J. J., m.c. : Glynn, 
Capt M.; Greene. Capt D. C. attd. 4th Mob. Vet. Sec.; 
Howard, Capt. P., Comdg. 15th Vet. Evac. Stn. ; 
Keppel, Capt. J. J. G., attd. 29th Mob. Vet. Sec. 

(T.F.)—Andrew, Capt. J. • Bagshaw, Capt (A.Maj.) 
T., attd. 9th Vet. Hosp.; Hloxsome, Capt. G. W. ; 
Craig, Capt. T. ■ Davey, Capt. G. M., attd. 4th Base Re¬ 
mount Depot; Heath, Capt. (A.Maj.) F. E., 13th Vet. 
Hosp,: Jones, Capt. J. H., Comdg. 37th Mob. Vet. Sec.; 
Lord, Capt H. H., attd. 210th (E. Lan.) Bde. R.F.A. ; 
Mackenzie, Capt A.; Newton, Capt. H. ; Robb, Capt. 
A., jun., 2nd Vet Hosp.; Storie, Capt J. C.; Sumner, 
Ciupt. H.; Townsend, Capt. C. W., p.r.c.v.s. 

Staff.—Tam blyn, Maj. (T.Lt-Col.) D. S., d.s.o., Can. 
A.V.C. 

War Office, Aug. 28. 

The names of the following have been brought to the 
notice of the Secretary of State for War for valuable 
services rendered in connection with the war, and, when 
applicable, an entry will be made in the records of service 
oi officers and other ranks :— 

Aldershot Command. Barron, Capt. (A.Maj.) W. K., 

(T.F.) 

Eastern Command Barron, Capt. (A.M^j.) W. K., 
(t.f.) : Green, M<y., R. L., t.d ; Macara-Finnie, T.Capt., 

C. J. S.: Plomley, Lt.-Col. W., v.d.,(t.f.); Williamson, 
Capt., W. H., (t.f.) ; Wyly, Capt., E. H., (a.R.) 

Northern Command. Tennant, Capt. (A.Maj.) 

D. R. C., F.R.C.V.8. 


Extracts from London Gazette 

War Offioi, Whitehall, Aug. 20. 

Rxoular Forges. Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Capt and Bt Mai. A. S. Head, o.m.g., f.r.c.v.s., Res. of 
Off, relinquishes actg. rank of Lt.-CoL on ceasing to 
comd. Vet. Hosp. (April 16). 

The Christian names of Capt R. E. Bond are as now 
described, and not as in Gazette of July 10. 

Temp. Capt. (actg. Maj.) T. G. Heatly, relinquishes the 
actg. rank of Major on ceasing to be empla. (July 19). 

Aug. 21, 

Temp. Capt. J. N. Glass relinquishes actg. rank of Maj. 
on ceasing to hold appt. of D.A.D.V.S. (July 31). The 
follg. temp. Capts. relinquish their commns. on com¬ 
pletion of service and retain rank of Capt.:—H. T. 
Hyslop (July 16); A. M. Howie (July 21); Temp. Lt. 
B. S. Parkin to be temp. Capt. (Aug. 7). 

Aug. 22. 

Temp. Capt. W. B. de Vine, m.c., relinquishes actg. rank 
of Maj. on ceasingto hold appt of D.A.D.V.8. (April 5). 
(Substituted for notification in Gazette May 7.) 

Temp. Lt. M. G. Connolly to be temp. Capt. (Nov. 13, 
1918). (Substituted for notification m Gazette Mar. 10). 

Temp. Lt N. M. Crawford to be temp. Capt (Aug. 7). 

Aug. 23. 

Temp. Capt. J. B. Walker relinquishes his commn. on 
completion of service (May 26), and retains the rank 
of Capt 

Aug. 25. 

Maj. D. Bolton relinquishes the actg. rank of Col. on 
ceasing to hold the appt. of D.D.V.S. (March 31); 
Mai. E. W. Parks, o.b.il, t.f., relinauishes the actg. 
rank of Lt-Col. on ceasing to hold the appt of 
A.D.V.S. (March 31). 



Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 

Bobdib Commas V.M.S. 

Free : Mr. H. Barrow, m.b.o.v.b., Ireby, Carlisle 
Hon. See: Mr. R. Craig Robinson, h.b.o.?.b„ Carlisle 
Meetings, Seoond Friday of Feb., June, and October 
Derbyshire V.A. 

Free . Mr. A. Levie, r.B.o.v.8.. Derby. 

See : Mr. F. T. Prince, m.b.o.v.b., Ashbourne. 

Dumfries and Gallowat V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. T. M. M‘Connell, Wigtown. 

Hon. Sec: Mr. N. H. McAlister, Kirkcudbright. 

Glasgow V.M.S. 

Son. See. Mr. John S. Keane, 11 Falkland Mansions, 

Kelvinside 

Royal Vbtbbuiaby Collbqb V.M.A. 

Pres . Capt. J. T. Edwards, b.bo., m.b.o.v.b. 

Treat: E. S. Shave, Esq., r.B.o.v.s., m.r.o.b. 

See : Mr. B. Gorton, m.b.o.v.8. Asst. See. C. W. Heane. 

National Association or Veterinary Inspectors 
Pres: Major J. Abeon, r.B.o.v.8., Sheffield 
Hon. See: Mr. Trevor Spenoer, m.r.c.-y.b., Kettering 
Association or Vbtbbinaby Officers or Health 
Pres: Mr. T. Douglas, m.b.c.y.b., Kilmarnook 
Hon, See; & Treat. Mr. A. M. Trotter, m.r.o.v.b„ 

Moore Street, Abattoir, Glasgow 
Munstbb Veterinary Inspectors’ Absooiatiov 
Pres: Mr. D. M. Barry, m.b.o.v.s., Mallow 
Hon. See: Mr. J. F. Mabony, m.b.o.v.b., Caroline St, Cork 

National Vbtbbinaby Bbnbtolbkt A Mutual 
Dbrnob Society. 

Pres: Mr. W. A. Taylor, f.b.o.v.8., Briok-st, Manoheeter 
Hon. See: db Treat : Mr. G. H. Look©, m.b.c.y.b. 

Grosvenor Street, Oxford-st, Manobeeter 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolbnt Fubd. 

Pres. Mr. 8. H. Slooook. r.B.o.v.s., Montague Rd, Hounslow 
Hon. Sees. Mr, P. J. Kell and, m.b.o.v.8. 

Mr. Fred Bullock, r.c j.s. 

10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C. 1. 
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Huns demand Pedigrees of Horses 
stolen in Belgium. 

The following appears in the current issue of Journal 
of the American Vet. Med. Association. It will proba¬ 
bly be fresh to most of our readers. 

“In one of my former letters I described how when 
the Germans invaded Belgium they looted all the 
blooded stock upon which they could lay hands. Indeed, 
only about a quarter of the racing studs in the kingdom 
escaped seizure by being hurried over the borders into 
Holland and into France. 

But the Germans were unable to secure possession of 
the pedigrees of the horses thus stolen, and were so in¬ 
furiated thereby that they deported into Germany the 
official starter of the Belgian Jockey Club, an English¬ 
man. In the belief that he either knew the pedigrees or 
could be instrumental in obtaining them, the man was 
alternately cajoled and subjected to the most inhuman 
treatment, all, however, without avail. Today he is a 
physical wreck. 

But what is more amazing still is that although Ger¬ 
many was supposed to have released all entente interned 
prisoners withiin a few weeks following the signing of 
the armistice in the first days of November, the starter 
is still a prisoner in Germany. 

Worse still is the fact that the Union Club of Berlin, 
which is the German counterpart of the Jockey Club in 
England and in France, indeed, for 60 years past the 
premier social and sporting club of all Germany, has 
addressed a communication to the Belgian Jockey Club 
admitting the fact that the starter is still detained in 
Teuton captivity and quite shamelessly demanding as a 
condition of his liberation that the pedigrees of the 
blooded stock stolen from Belgian stud farms and racing 
stables should be surrendered to the club. 


Moreover, one of the principal officers of the Union 
Club, one of the numerous Princes Hohenlohe, has sent 
an independant letter to the secretary of the Belgian 
Jockey Club offering his personal influence in securing 
the liberation of the starter and his return to Belgium 
if the secretary would be so good as to obtain for him— 
that is to say, for the writer—the pedigree of a partic¬ 
ularly beautiful mare which he had carried off from 
Belgium. 

These are not matters of mere gossip, but of actual 
record. They have been communicated by the Jockey 
Club of Belgium to the jockey clubs in Paris and London, 
and have resulted in a unanimously adopted resolution 
barring the entry of all horses owned by the Huns and 
by their Austrian and Hungarian allies, and warning 
German owners, German trainers and German jockeys 
off the British and French turf. 

The ban will apply equally to any French or English 
trainers or jockeys who may remain in Teuton employ 
or who may take service in Germany or Austria. It is 
up to the various racing organizations in the United 
States to follow suit. Racing is based on the observance 
of certain ethics of honor. Without these ethics clean 
sport is impossible, and in the late war the Germans 
have shown in a thousand different ways that they do 
not consider any laws of honor as binding.”— Washington 
Post, June ISth , 1919. 


Sir Thomas Henry Elliott, who was for many years 
Secretary to the Board of Agriculture, has been appoin¬ 
ted Permanent British Resident Delegate to the Inter¬ 
national Agricultural Bureau of Information at Rome, 
which is to be opened in October next. Sir Thomas 
acted as British delegate to the international agricul¬ 
tural conference held in Rome about fifteen years ago. 
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Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

Prttideni : Mr. J. McKinna, F.R.C.V.B. 

Vice-Presidents: Mr. F. W. Garnett* o.b.e., m.r.c.v.s., j.p. 

Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, u .d., d.sc., 
CH.B * M.R.O.V.8. 

Secretary and Registrar : Mr. Fred Bollock* 

10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C. 1. 


NATIONAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION 

President: Dr. O. Ch&rnook Bradley, Prin. R.V. Coll., Bdin. 
See : Mr. J. W. Brittlebank, mb.c.v.b. (on Service), 

Town Hall, Manchester 

Assist. Bee : Mr. W. L. Harrison, f.r.c.v.s. (on Service), 

11 Anohor Terrace, Sonthwark Bridge, 8.E. 
Treat : Prof, G. H. Wooldridge, f.b.o.v.s. (Acting Hon . Sec), 
Ryl. Yet. Coll., Camden Town n.w. 

northern Branch: 

Pret, Mr. W. A. Taylor, (F) Brick Street, Manchester 
Non. See. Mr. A. W. No«l Pillers, (F) 

71 Smithdown Lane, Liverpool 
Lancashire V.M.A. 

Pree : Mr. G. H. Locke, if. b.o.v.b., 

Grosvenor-street. Manchester 
Hon. 8ee. Mr. J. W. Brittlebank, m.b.o.v.s., 

Town Hall, Manchester 
Bon. Treat: Mr. h. H. Stent, m.b.o.v.b., Preeton-st, Holme 
Meetings, 1st Thorsday in April, June, Sept., A Deo. 

LXTBBTOOL UNIVERSITY V.M.B. 

Pree i Mr. J, P. Heyes, f.b.o.v.b., Wigan 

Hon . See : Mr. A. Walker, v.b.o.v.b., Mill Lane, West Derby 

Pathological Sec : Mr. D. C. Matheson, f.b.o.v.b. 

Meetings, May, July, Ootober, January. 

Midland Countixb V.M.A. 

Pree: Mr. J. Malcolm, f.b.o.v.b., Birmingham 
Hon. See : Mr. H. J. Dawes, r .b.o.v.b., 

Camden House, High-st., West Bromwioh 
Hon. Treat . Mr. J. J. Burchnall, m b.o.v s , Barrow-on-Soar 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Friday alternately in Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 

Nobth of England V.M.A. 

Pres: 

Bon. 8ee : T. T. Jack, m.b.o.v.b., 3 Elm wood-st, Sunderland 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 

Nobth Midland Vbtbbxnaby Association 
Pret ! Mr. W. Collinson, m.b.o.v.b., Auston, Sheffield 
Hon. See : Mr. J. 8. Lloyd, f.b.o.v.s., Sheffield 
Nobth Walbs V.M.A. 

Pree: Mr. Hugh Williams, m.b.o.v.s., Ty Croee 
Bon. See. Mr. L. W. Wynn Lloyd, m.b.o.v.b., Carnarvon 
Meetings, First Tuesday, March and September 

South Dubham and Nobth Tobxbhibb V.M.A. 

Pret : Mr. J. M. Walker jt.b.o.v.s., Hartlepool 
Bon. See. d Treat : Mr. F. H. Sanderson, m.b.o.v.s. 

Viotoria Road, Darlington 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept, and Deo. 

Yobeshibb Vnt. Association 

Pret. Mr. 8. E. Sampson, m.b.o.v.s., Hillsboro', Sheffield 
non. See ; Mr. J. Clarkson, h.b.o.v.s., Garforth, nr.Leeds 
Hon. Treat i Mr. A McCarmiok, m.b.o.v.s., 

Eirkstall-road, Leeds 

Southern Branch: t 

Pret. Sir Stewart Stockman, 4 Whitehall Place, S.W. 
Sec. 

Onntbal V.S. 

Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, m.b.o.v.s., R.V. Cell, London 
ffOk. See : Mr. H. A. MacCormaok, j.b.o.v.b., 

122 St. George's Avenue, Tufnell Park, N. 

Meetings pro. tun.). First Thursday ia Ootober and alter* 
Date months, exoept August, 

10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p-m. 


Eastsen Countus V.M.A 
Pret. Mr. J. Barr, m.b.o.v.s., Aole, Norfolk 
Hon 8te. A Treat : Mr. H. P. Standley, ■.b.o.v.b., Norwich. 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb., July and Sept. 
Linoolnshibn and Distbiot V.M.S. 

Pres. Mr. C. W. Townsend, f.b.o.v.8., 

Long Stanton, Cambridge 
V on. See : d Treat: Mr. Tom Hfcks, m.b.o.v.s., 

Boston Road, Sleaford 

Meetings, Seoond Thursday Feb., June, and Ootober 
Royal Countus V.M.A. 

Pret : Mr. G. P. Male, m.b.o.v.s., Friar Street, Reading 
Hon. See . Mr. J. C. Coleman, m.b.o.v.b., Swindon 
Bon. Treat : Mr. J.(Willett,M.B.o.v.s., 6 Harley Plaoe, W. 1 
Meetings. Last Friday, Jan., April, July and Nov. 
Southern Countus V.B. 

Pret: Mr. G. H. Livesey, m.b.o.v.s., Hove, Sussex 
Bon. See : Mr. J. T. Angwin, m.b.o.v.b., Arundel (on Service 
Hon. Treat : Mr. E. W. Baker, m.b.o.v.s., Wimborne 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 

South Eastxrn V.A. 

Pret. Mr. E. Lyne Dixson, m.b.o.v.b., Margate 
Hon. See. d Treat. Mr. H. P. Hogben, m.b.o.v.s., 

8 Manor Road, Folkestone 
Wbstbbm Countus V.M.A. 

Bret : Mr. P. J. Penhale, m.b.o.v.b., Barnstaple 
Hon. See . Mr. W. Asoott, m.b.o.v.s., Bideford. 

Bon. Treat : Mr. P. G. Bond, m.b.o.v.s., Plymouth 

Meetings , Third Thursday, Maroh, July and November 

Irish Branch: 

Pret. Mr. A. Watson, Municipal Buildings, Dublin 
See.. Mr. P.D. Heavy, Leafleld, Bnndoran, Co. Donegal 
Central V.A. of Ireland. 

Pret ; Mr. B. P. J. Mahony, m.b.o.v.b., Maryboro* 

Hon. See. Mr. E. C. Winter. fb.o.v,s., Queen it., Limeriok 
Treat ; Mr. J. F. Healy, m.b.o.v.b., Midleton 
Connaught V.M.A 

Free. Mr. D. Hamilton, m.b.o.v.s., Ballina 

Hon. Sec. d Treat. Mr. A. J. Moffett, m.b.o.y,b., Galway 

Vnt. Mid. Assn, of Ikmland. 

Pret : Mr. L. M. Magee, m.b.c.v.8,, Dunboyne 
Hon. Sec: Prof. J. J. O'Connor, m.b.o.v.8., R.V. Coll. 

Bon. Treat : Prof. J. F. Craig, m.a„ m.r.o.v.8., 

R.V. Coll., Dablin 
North of Ireland V.M.A. 

Pree : Mr. J. Ewing Johnston, m.b.o.v.s., Belfast 
Hon. Sec: Mr. P. Walsh, m.b.o.v.8., Magherafelt 
Hon. Treat ; Mr. Howard MoOonnell, m.b.o.v.s,, Armagh 

The Veterinary Officers Association for Ireland. 
Pret: Mr. F. W. Emery, f.b.o.v.s., Dublin 
Hon. Sec : Mr. T. McGuinness, b.a., m.b.o.v.s., 

36 Mount Charles, Belfast 
Hon. Treat : Mr. Hannan, m.b.o.v.b. 

Scottish Branch: 

Pret. Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, 

Ryl. (Dick) Vet. Coll: Edinburgh 
Hon. Sec. Prof. A. Gofton, Municipal Buildings, Edin. 

(on Service > 

North of Scotland V.M.B. 

Pret : Mr. W. Brown, m.b.o.v.b., Marischal Coll: Aberdeen 
Hon. Soe. d Treat : Mr. G. Howie, m.b.o.v.b. Alford, Aberdeen 
Meetings, Last Saturday in January and Anguit 
Royal Scottish V.S, 

Pres : Mr. Reid,v.B.o.v.s., Auohtermuohty. 

Scottish Metropolitan V.M.S. 

Free : Mr. J. Riddocli, m.b.o.v.s., Edinburgh 
Hon. 8ec. d Treas : Mr. J&a. Henderson, m.b.o.v.s., 

Pnhlio Health Dept., City Chambers, Edinburgh 
West or Scotland V.M.A. 

Pret : Prof. John R. McCall, m.b.o.v.b., Vety. Coll. Glasgow 

on Service. 

Hon. Sec: Mr. J. F. Macintyre, m.b.o.v.s., 

19 Bank Street, Hill bead, Glasgow 
Hon. Treat : Mr. Geo. W. Weir, m.b.o.v.b., 

88 Crookston Street, Glasgow 
Meetings, Seoond Wednesday, May, Oct. and January 
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The Membership of the National. 

Next month the “National” will meet in London 
to decide upon a policy, and it is to be hoped that 
in so doing due attention will be given to the all- 
important question of how best to increase the 
membership of the Association and the local bran¬ 
ches. To those who look ahead, the latter is the 
more serious problem; for the “National” oan never 
become the force for good that we hope to make it 
without a considerable augmentation of the mem¬ 
bership. 

It is well to face this fact at once, with the further 
unpleasant truth that to effect such an augmen¬ 
tation is likely to be an undertaking of not a little 
difficulty. 

The chief difficulty is that the men whom it is 
desired to reach are in most cases so inaccessible. 
They belong to no societies ; and not a few of them, 
if they read the professional journals at all, only do 
so very casually. Practically, they are outside all 
professional influences except those of their neigh¬ 
bouring fellow practitioners, who in many districts 
are very few, and whom they do not always regard 
as friends. The cares of practice tend to isolate a 
man from the wider interests of the profession ;> 
family and social influences generally work in the 
same direction ; and in too many cases the isolation 
becomes complete. 

Often these men are worthy and hard working 
practitioners ; indeed their immersion in their own 
practices is one of the commonest causes of their 
lack of interest in the profession outBide. We all 
know that the man with the largest practice and the 
beet reputation in his own district is often also the 
one who takes least interest in the profession as a 
whole. How to get such men into the fold of the 
societies is a puzzle; and to induce them even to 
think over the question of joining will not be easy. 
A circular may probably be issued, and would doubt¬ 
less do good ; but many of the recipients would not 
trouble to read it through, and, of those who did, 
few would read with sympathetic comprehension. 
A man does not readily break the traditions of a 
life-time for an object which he has never learned 
to appreciate. 

The ideal line of action would be to organise a 
systematic personal canvass of every veterinarian 
hi the Kingdom now outside the Societies. This 
might be done verbally or by a private letter; the 
essential point is that each man should be directly 
approached by at least one other not personally a 
stranger to him—an appeal from a friend would 
have more weight than an official circular. Trouble¬ 
some though this proeesB would be, it could be 
managed by the officers of local Societies with the 
assistance of their members; but here we come up 
against another difficulty. How many of the pres¬ 


ent members of any local Sooiety take sufficient 
interest in it to seem promising proselytising agents ? 
Probably every secretary could answer this question 
by pointing to some whose membership is no more 
than nominal, and a larger number who, though not 
so indifferent as these, are still anything but active 
and zealous workers for the Sooiety. In most 
Societies comparatively few members support it 
nearly so energetically as they ought, and yet these 
are the men who would often be the most favour¬ 
ably situated for carrying out such propaganda 
work. 

The problem may therefore be stated to be to 
transform the many hike-warm members of the 
Societies into proselytisers, and to induce them to 
draw in the men outside. The plan will be difficult 
to put into practice; but, if a large proportion of 
the members were to take it up whole-heajrtedly, it 
is certain that much good could speedily be done. 
Any and every plan likely to increase membership 
should be adopted, and this one certainly promises 
to be effective. 

We need always to remember how greatly the 
success of any program me adopted by the “National” 
depends upon its membership, We hear much 
talk about organising a campaign to press veterin¬ 
ary claims upon the public, but at present this 
is something like expecting an effect without a cause. 


ANTHRAX. 

The following incident occurred sometime ago in 
my district and may be of interest in illustrating 
bow careful one ought to be in handling oarcases 
of animals dying suddenly. 

I was asked by a small farmer, whose entire Eve 
stock comprised two cows and a dog, to examine the 
carcase of one of the cows which died the previous 
day. The owner, not realising the gravity of the 
situation, attempted to dress the carcase and use it 
for human consumption. Fortunately, however, a 
sympathetic neighbour appeared on the scene who 
advised his friend to have the carcase examined 
before proceeding any further. This was done, and 
although there was no delay in going there* I found 
on my arrival that the second cow and atso the un¬ 
fortunate dog had succumbed. 

From the appearanoe of the carcase I at once dis¬ 
suaded the owner from using the flesh for human 
food. He informed me that he had bled the first 
cow, and that the second got access to this blood 
and swallowed some of it. The dog also scented 
the blood and sampled it. 

The disastrous results soon followed and the un¬ 
fortunate farmer was thus deprived of all bis ani¬ 
mals. 

Conon Bridge, Ross-shire. G. Gair, m.r.c.v.b. 
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HELMINTHIASES OF STOMACH AND 
INTESTINES OF STOCK IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

The following are brief notes relative to helmin¬ 
thiases of stomaoh and intestines of Btook. 

Horses. 

History. —Of nine horses, the property of one 
owner, five died. 

Symptoms in all were identical—slight colic, ob¬ 
stinate constipation, and as disease progressed horse 
unable to get up; but when lifted up was able to 
stand until the last stages. Duration of sickness— 
about ten days. 

Diagnosis of first case was sand impaction of co¬ 
lon, and on post-mortem a few handfuls of sand 
were found. Examination of other organs was not 
made. 

Post-mortem on next two horses showed little or 
no sand in intestines, but thousands of small worms 
in a layer of amber-tinged gelatinous mucus adherent 
to mucosa of stomach. In one examination made 
immediately after death, the parasites were first 
observed by their movements, although not visible 
until mucus was smeared on glass. Carcases in 
fair condition. 

This parasite may be a species of spiroptera. 

Cattle. 

During summer of 1918-19 a farmer lost fourteen 
head of cattle, namely 12 oows, 1 heifer and 1 young 
ox. The disease was reported more prevalent 
amongst cows not long calved. Cows of all ages 
were affected. 

Symptoms —First noticed to be stiff in legs, obsti¬ 
nate constipation, fasces dark in oolour, and as dis¬ 
ease progressed cattle lost condition, lay down 
unable to rise, and died within one to three weeks 
from first noticed sick. 

Treatment —As microscopic examination of blood 
and gland smears from three sick cows were nega¬ 
tive, vermifuges and nourishing food were prescribed. 
Four oows apparently recovered slowly. 

Post-mortem on one cow destroyed when unable 
to rise. Carcase in poor condition, about ten ounces 
of blood-tinged fluid in abdominal cavity, liver ap¬ 
peared darker and more friable than normal, mucosa 
of pyloric end of abomasum appeared roughened, 
and in scrapings of mucus from that part small 
parasites were easily demonstrated, mucosa of duo¬ 
denum showed mucus slightly blood-tinged, in which 
also small parasites were easily demonstrated. 

According to Dr. Veglia’s identification of similar 
parasites observed in Merino sheep and Angora 
goats during 1917, these parasites may be Trico- 
strongylus extenuatus and Tricostrongylus instabilis. 
The incidence and symptoms somewhat resembles 
the South African disease, lamziekte. 

Sheep and Angora Goats. 

On several post-mortems on sheep, carcases have 
been in good condition confirming the history that 
these sheep had only been sick a few days. In 
such cases abomasum showed a very heavy infection 
of strongylus contortus. 


Similarly, on post-mortem of some angora goats, 
carcases have been in good condition, and only Tri- 
oostrongylus infection and lesions have been 
observed in abomasum, duodenum and jejunum. 

The writer understands that sheep experimen¬ 
tally dosed with large numbers of the larvsB of stron¬ 
gylus contortus may die within a few days. 

That may happen under favourable natural con¬ 
ditions, and also with parasites other than Stron¬ 
gylus contortus. 

The diagnosis that the parasites observed in 
stomach of horses and abomasum and duodenum 
of cattle were the cause of symptoms recorded may 
be premature, when a satisfactory explanation of 
the weakness or paralysis of legs and obstinate 
constipation is not available. 

Queenstown, W. A. Simson, p.r.c.v.s. 

South Africa, 24th July. 


POISONING BY EATING POTATO TOPS. 

It is well, I think, that cases that are in any way 
off the beaten track should be recorded. I have 
therefore thought it wise that I should place in 
print the following particulars regarding cattle 
poisoning through the eating of potato tops. 

A few days ago I was summoned to attend some 
cattle that were ill belonging to a client. I found 
one cow dead, and another cow and a two-year-old 
bull nearly lifeless, and four other cattle very 
seriously affected. I was informed that the cattle 
had on a previous Thursday (which day was very 
wet) gained access for a short time to a potato field 
where the potato tops were very green. The whole 
of these cattle were in the field, other two that 
usually went with them did not get into the field, 
and not having partaken of the potato tops were 
not affected, and these two were not ailing when I 
first saw them on the Saturday, nearly two days 
after the cattle had partaken of the potato tops. 

The cow that died first was taken ill twenty-four 
hours after gaining access to the potato field. The 
next morning the owner found her somewhat dull 
and lifeless, but he did not consider seriously ill. 
In the evening he found her either unable or un¬ 
willing to rise. He then administered three gills of 
linseed oil, but she died about an hour afterwards. 

Next morning he found that another cow and the 
bull were both ill. The symptoms manifested by 
those cattle that were least affeoted were as follows : 
they appeared dull and listless, the nose dry, and 
saliva dropping from the mouth. The bowels were 
not distended with gas, nor did they appear even to 
be full. The tips of the ears were cold, and the in¬ 
ternal temperature registered 102° F. They were 
inclined to scour, and small “ blebs ” or balls of 
white muous were noticed passing with the dung. 
The breathing of the animals was normal. The 
symptoms noticed in the cow and bull that died 
were somewhat similar. Both of them however 
were on the ground and appeared too weak to rise. 
There were tremors of the muscles, depression of 
the head, oold extremities, dilation of the pupil, dry 
nose, shallow but not quickened breathing, tempera- 
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tare of 102° F. Here again there was not any dis¬ 
tension of the abdomen with gas, nor did the animals 
moan or grunt, but appeared to he in a somewhat 
comatose condition. 

On again visiting the farm on Sunday morning I 
iound the second cow and bull dead. The post 
mortem revealed a pealing off of the mucous coat 
of the rumen and reticulum with a highly congested 
surface beneath. The abomasum or fourth stomach 
was only slightly congested on its inner surface. 
The bowels did not appear to be affected. The in- 
gesta consisted of grass, portions of potato leaves 
intermixed with strips of the mucous membrane. 
The potato leaves were in such a condition as to be 
unrecognisable, and if the observer had been un¬ 
aware that the cattle had been eating potato tops, 
the leaves could soarcely have been identified. There 
were no potatoes or portions of them observable in 
the rumen. 

The treatment adopted consisted of linseed oil, 
carbonate of ammonia and nux vomica. This 
treatment, which I have used with success in yew 
poisoning, did not give the same satisfactory results 
in the advanoed cases. The toxic symptoms were 
longer in shewing themselves in potato-top poison¬ 
ing than in yew poisoning. The cattle that were 
least affected seem on a fair way to recovery with 
the above medicinal treatment, and by the giving 
of linseed tea and milk only, as a diet, whioh id 
homed into them. This is my first experience in a 
practice of nearly thirty years that I have en¬ 
countered poisoning by potato tops, in fact I cannot 
say that I ever observed cattle eating them before. 
This year with its droughty summer and scarcity 
of grass, it is difficult to confine cattle to their 
pastures, and consequently they are more inolined 
to stray in search of green food. 

Wm. Toppin Hewetson. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 

Antepartum Paraplegia in a Sow. 

G. Martinez Herrera has recorded the following 
case on account of its novelty in the species of ani¬ 
mal concerned. The subject was a sow a year-and 
a-half old, large and in excellent condition, about 
three months advanced in first pregnancy. The 
animal was being allowed out on the pasture in the 
daytime, and housed at night; and one evening, on 
being brought in, she was noticed to have little ap¬ 
petite for the evening meal. The next morning 
she went out as usual, but was found a few hours 
later to be showing symptoms of paresis. Upon 
the least movement she fell upon her hind quarters, 
and was only got home with great difficulty. 

Towards evening on the following day Herrera 
saw her, and found her in the same position she 
had taken up on her return to the sty the day before, 
and refusing food and drink. She was lying upon 
the left side, with the four extremities rigid. The 
respirations were accelerated, and there was loss of 
sensibility, but fever was absent. With the aid of 
two men Herrera tried hard to get her up, but 


found her unable to stand; she fell helplessly back 
upon her hind-quarters, and failed to respond to 
further stimulation. She had neither urinated nor 
defecated during the last twenty four hours. 

Herrera gave a guarded prognosis, and confined 
his treatment for that day to vigorous and repeated 
rubbing of turpentine along the spine, and enemas 
of water at 40° C. (ciro. 104° F.) every two hours. 
The next day, he found the sow in the same attitude 
as before. Food of all sorts was still being refused, 
and the respirations continued accelerated. A fresh 
attempt to get the animal on her feet proved unsuc¬ 
cessful. No improvement could be recognised. 
Herrera prescribed *015 gramme of strychnine sul¬ 
phate in 15 c.o. of distilled water for three hypo¬ 
dermic injections, and continued the enemas and 
turpentine frictions. 

The following day some improvement appeared; 
at different times the sow ate altogether two kilo¬ 
grammes (-circ. 4*4 lb) of cooked potatoes and drank 
water with avidity; managed to stand for some in¬ 
stants, and under stimulation to take two or three 
very rapid steps before falling. The next day she 
rose of her own accord and went into the yard to 
drink from a trough—manifestly improved, though 
walking very uncertainly. In the following days 
the appetite improved, and the paralysis diminished 
very gradually until about a month after the onset 
of the illness, when she gave birth to eight large 
handsome piglets. From that day a marked im¬ 
provement set in; and nine days after parturition, 
the sow had recovered her accustomed appetite, and 
her gait was perfect .—(Revista de Hygiene y Sani - 
dad Pecuarias) 

(This is the first case of antepartum paraplegia 
in the sow I have seen recorded. It will he noticed 
that in symptoms and course it shows well marked 
differences from the much better known antepartum 
paraplegia of the cow; and it would be interesting 
to know if any English practitioners have seen the 
condition in sows— Trans.) 

Osseous Melanosis. 

Petit described this condition to the Central 
Society of Veterinary Medicine in 1914. If, in 
post-mortem examinations, the skeletal system is 
well examined, it is evident that osseous melanosis, 
microscopically recognisable, should not be consid¬ 
ered as a rarity. The blood transports into the 
medulla, as into all other parts, not only melanin, 
but also sarcomatous cells whioh have become 
separated from their original seat, and which pro¬ 
liferate and develop in the ordinary fashion, but 
have less destructive tendencies towards the bony 
tissues than those shown by ordinary metaBtatio 
sarcomatous growths. Osseous melanosis therefore 
does not consist exclusively in a pigmentary infiltra¬ 
tion of the medulla, realised up to a certain point 
by the detention and accumulation of fine melanio 
granules, as might be thought from the aspect of 
certain parts of the lesions. The process is fre¬ 
quently an active one in the sense that it is united 
with the transportation by the blood into the spongy 
cavities of the bone of the neoplasmio cells them¬ 
selves. 
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Vertebral Melanosis . In the horse, it is not rare 
to find the presence of voluminous sub-dorsal 
mel&nic tumours, or sub-lumbar ones, which may be 
recognised during life by rectal exploration. These 
tumours frequently spread into the rachidian canal, 
which they fill to a certain extent, englobing the 
nervous roots and more or less repulsing the dura 
mater, which is not easily penetrated. This does, 
however, occur ; and then the spinal cord itself is 
direotly and dangerously englobed by the tumour. 
Numerous cases of paraplegia, occasioned by a lesion 
of this nature, have been observed in the horse. 

At the same time as this propagation of the 
tumour into the rachidian canal, the vertebrae 
adjacent to the melanoma and englobed by it also 
become pigmented. This is not so much from 
contiguity of the tissues as from the deposition of 
either pigment or sarcomatous cells in the osseous 
tissue by means of the nutritive vessels. I 

In costal melanosis distinot types of invasion may 
be observed. Sometimes the pleura is covered 
with disseminated sarcomatous nodules, some small 
and others considerable, principally distributed 
opposite the intercostal spaces. These tumours 
may be black or grey, and are frequently con¬ 
glomerated. The ribs are usually all invaded ; and 
at certain points the pigmentary infiltration appears 
as clearly through the pleura as when seen in 
transverse section.—( Rcvista de Higiene y Sanidad 
Veter inaria), 

W.R.C. 


Annual Report of the Civil Veterinary Depart¬ 
ment, Bengal, for the year, 1917-18. [Abridged.] 

The permanent Superintendent Mr. (now Captain) 
Kerr continued to be on military duty throughout the 
year under report, and I remained in charge of this De¬ 
partment in addition to my duties as Principal of the 
Bengal Veterinary College. The work of touring was, 
therefore, performed by the Deputy Superintendent, 
Babu Sarat Chandra Paul, who spent 94 days on tour 
and inspected the important hospitals and dispensaries 
in this Province. He also attended a severe outbreak of 
anthrax in the Sundarbans and two outbreaks of glan¬ 
ders, one in Rangpur town and another at Kalimpong in 
Darjeeling, and travelled 7,387 miles by rail, 222 miles 
by road and 450 miles by steamer. 

During the year two veterinary assistants, viz., Babu 
Ananga Mohan Chose and Babu Rabindra Mohan Roy, 
volunteered their services to the Military Department, 
while one assistant, viz., Babu Khagendra Nath Ghose, 
returned to this Department on the completion of his 
term of agreement for one year. The total number of 
assistants who were doing military work during the year 
was eight. 

Leaflets in Bengali dealing with the prevention and 
treatment of contagious diseases were as usual freely 
distributed to the villagers, and benefits*accruing from 
isolation, disinfection and burial of carcasses, etc., were 
fully explained to them by the subordinates of this De¬ 
partment. 

Treatment of Diseases. 

There was an unusual increase in the mortality of ani¬ 
mals from contagious diseases during the year, the total 
number of deaths reported being 26,486 as against 8,415 
in the preceding year. The number of deaths amongst 
bovines rose from 8,232 to 26,208, of which 21,126 were 


rinderpest and 2,407 anthrax, the districts most seriously 
affected being Noakhali, Bakarganj, Rangpur and 24- 
Parganas. In these districts most of the reports of out¬ 
break of cattle diseases in the interior were received late, 
and as unfortunately no precautionary measures were 
taken by the villagers, the contagion spread, with the 
result that a very large number of animals died before 
inoculation work could be undertaken. The mortality 
would have been still greater but for the excellent results 
obtained from preventive inoculation. The loss sustained 
by these four districts represents nearly 70 per cent, of 
the total mortality for the whole Province. 

Glanders . Was confined to two districts, 27 deaths 
from this cause occuring as against 67 in the preceding 
year. The decrease was at the Sodepur Pinjrapole, 
where only one animal died as against 59 in the year 
revious. Compensation was as usual paid liberally to 
orse owners, and the total sum awarded to them for 
the compulsory slaughter of their animals amnunted to 
Rs. 565 as against Rs. 222-8-in the preceding year. The 
increase in expenditure is due to the fact that larger 
sums had to be paid for the destruction of a better class 
of animal during the year under report. 

Rinderpest. Appeared in a somewhat virulent form 
in several districts in Bengal. The total number of ani¬ 
mals that died from this disease was 21,126. In the 
district of Noakhali, in which as many as 7,549 deaths 
occurred in the char lands of Sadar sub-division where 
cattle are generally kept loose. The magistrate with the 
assistance of the veterinary assistants of Sadar and Feni 
took all possible steps to stamp out the disease. Orders 
were issued by the magistrate to ferry-farmers to Btop 
carrying the cattle to and from the non-infected area, 
and the panchayets, chaukidars and daf&dars were in¬ 
structed to help in every way possible. The veterinary 
inspector visited the affected localities, and helped the 
assistants in carrying out the preventive inoculation 
work. 

In the district of Bakarganj the veterinary inspector 
of the Dacca Division assisted by a staff veterinary 
assistant from Calcutta and the local veterinary assistant 
spent about two months attempting to stay the disease 
by inoculating work, etc. In the Darjeeling district 
also there was a severe outbreak of this disease amongst 
hill cattle. It may be stated here that hill cattle are 
much more susceptible to this disease than cattle of the 
plains, and the mortality in this outbreak was in conse¬ 
quence very great. 

Hemorrhagic Septicemia . Was responsible for the 
loss of 2,407 animals as against 1.957 in the previous 
year. The outbreak was very severe in the Mymensingh 
district, where 600 animals died. One thousand two 
hundred and Bixty head of cattle were inoculated against 
the disease in this district. 

Anthrax. 1883 animals were reported to have died 
as against 65 in the preceding year. In one severe out¬ 
break 1000 animals are said to have died and in another 
414. In the Sundarbans where the Deputy Superin¬ 
tendent was deputed to work in connection witn the 
first-mentioned outbreak, he noticed that carcases were 
either thrown into the river or allowed to be devoured 
by the vultures. This resulted in the spread of the in¬ 
fection in the surrounding localities. The importance 
of cremation and the deep burial of the carcases as 
instructed by the officers of this Department was 
recognised by Sir Daniel Hamilton, and he issued prompt 
orders to that effect to his raiyats at Gosaba, but un¬ 
fortunately in the neighbourhood abad of Basanti little 
or no attention was paid to this instruction. 

Preventive inoculatien. There were altogether 440 
outbreaks in which inoculation was undertaken, as 
against 225 outbreaks in the previous year. The details 
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oi inoculation are given below, in addition 5518 animals 
were inoculated by the College staff in Calcutta and its 
suburbs. 



1916-17 

1917-18 

Rinderpest 

20498 

53124 

Haemorrhagic Septicaemia 

9070 

9300 

Anthrax 

150 

982 


29718 

63406 


The death rate amongst the inoculated was very small, 
being 237 in all or 0*3 per cent. 

A sum of Rs. 22743-2 was paid during the year to the 
Imperial Bacteriologist at Muktesar on account of 
cost of serum. Of this amount a sum of Rs. 21875 re¬ 
presents the cost of anti-rinderpest serum, while the 
balance of Rs. 865-2, represents the cost of other sera 
and vaccines the price of which has been ordered by 
Government to be realised from the local bodies with 
effect from 1st September last. 

Treatment of diseases on tour . _ During the year there 
were 61 itinerant Veterinary Assistants and 13 station¬ 
ary Veterinary Assistants in charge of dispensaries who 
ton red in the interior either at fixed period or at the 
time of outbreaks. These officers visited 11520 villages 
as against 10047 in the previous year, and treated 67333 
cases as against 57462. The increase in the number of 
cases treated proves that the usefulness of this Depart¬ 
ment is being increasingly appreciated by the public. 

Hospntals and Dispensaries. Two new out-door dis¬ 
pensaries in the district of Bakarganj were opened in 
August and December respectively, thus bringing the 
total number to 27. The site selected for a third dis¬ 
pensary at Fatuakhali in the same District was also 
acquired in the course of this year, and construction of 
the building is in progress. [Other dispensaries and a 
hospital are mentioned as in progress.] 

The total number of in and out-patients treated 
during the year was 34889 as against 37785 in the prev¬ 
ious year. The decrease in the number of cases was due 
to the occurrence of less number of foot-and-mouth 
cases, and in some instances to the assistants having to 
be granted leave although no substitutes were available 
due to our depleted staff. 

Breeding operations. As Btated in the previous years, 
continued efforts are being made by the officers of this 
Department to arouse interest in cattle-breeding amongst 
the people, and many requests have been made for good 
young bulls. 

During the year one good Montgomery bull was pre¬ 
sented to the Veterinary Dispensary at Rangpur by 
Babu Dukhaja Mohan Chaudnuri, a local zamindar. 
There were 68 bulls available on March 31st. 

Fairs and Shows were attended either by the local 
Veterinary Assistants or by the Divisional Veterinary 
Inspectors, who delivered lectures on the prevention of 
cattle diseases and preservation of cattle, and helped in 
the judging of animals for the distribution of prizes. 

Lantern slides were also displayed at the fairs held at 
Chinsurah, Suri, Feni, and Faridpur. 

The strength of the subordinate veterinary staff of 
Bengal during the year 1917-18 was Deputy Superin¬ 
tendent ; Veterinary Inspectors, 6; Veterinary As¬ 
sistants, 97. 

During the year one veterinary assistant died, one was 
discharged, and eight were on military duty. Four new 
posts for which sanction had been received previously 
were also opened during the year. Eleven new graduates 
were received from the College, and they were absorbed 
in filling up old and new vacancies. Sodepur Pinjrapole 
eatertaniea one more veterinary assistant during the 
year. 

Deputy Superintendent Babu Sarat Chandra Paul has 
given me much assistance in inspection work. 
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Veterinary Inspectors have worked satisfactorily. 
Babu Nripendra Nath Majumdar, Veterinary Inspector 
in charge of the Presidency Division, was on combined 
leave for about eight months, during which period Staff 
Veterinary Assistant Babu Rabindra Nath Bose acted 
in his place. 

Of the four staff veterinary assistants sanctioned for 
this department only two were employed at the close of 
the year for want of men. Of tnese two one was on 
deputation for the most part of the year. The remain¬ 
ing staff veterinary assistant, Babu Bashupati Nath 
Mukerjee, performed his duties satisfactorily. 

With few exceptions the work of the veterinary 
assistants is generally good. One veterinary assistant 
was suspended for misconduct. 

Cattle poisoning. This crime was rife as usual. 
Veterinary assistants performed post-mortem examina¬ 
tions on several cases sent up by the police, and viscera 
were sent to the Chemical Examiner to the Government 
of Bengal. Offenders were punished in cases where 
arsenic was detected. 

Cruelty to animals. Endeavours were made by the 
veterinary assistants to prevent cruelty, and several 
cases were sent up for prosecution under the Act. 

Office establishment. OwiDg to the death during the 
year of the second clerk and the transfer of the third 
clerk to Dacca in the office of the Director of Agriculture, 
Bengal, the work in the office was somewhat difficult for 
a time. The head clerk had extra work and responsi¬ 
bility in consequence, and I am pleased to be able to 
say that his efforts in keeping the work up to date were 
very satisfactory. 

A. Smith, Lt. Col., 

Calcutta. Offg. Supt. Civil Vety. Dept., Bengal. 


BENGAL VETERINARY COLLEGE. 

Annual Report, 1917-18. [Abridged.] 

I held charge of the Bengal Veterinary College, the 
Epizootic Diseases of Animals Department in Calcutta 
and its vicinity, and the Raymond Research Laboratory 
throughout the year. I also held, in addition to the 
office of the Principal, charge of the Civil Veterinary 
Department. Bengal, in the absence of the Superin¬ 
tendent of that Department on deputation to military 
duty. I attended by order of the Government the 
tenth meeting of the Board of Agriculture in India held 
at Poona from 10th to 15th December, 1917. I also 
acted as a member of the Examining Board of this 
College in March, 1918. 

Mr. Dibakar Dey, Senior Lecturer, acted as Assistant 
Principal throughout the year. 

Veterinary Instruction. 

Class A. Sixty-three students inclusive of seven 
plucked students of last year formed this class at the 
beginning of the session, two of whom were subsequently 
removed (one for continued absence and the other for 
bad progress) and two were arrested by the police as 
political offenders. 

Class B. Was composed of 52 students—46 promoted 
from Class A and 6 from last year. Two students sub¬ 
sequently left of their own accord, one was advised to 
withdraw on account of ill-health and one joined the 
Bengali Double Company. 

Class C. Was composed of 50 students—40 promoted 
from class B and 10 from last year. 

Thus at the beginning of the session, the total number 
of students in the three classes was 165 and at the end 
of the session 157. 

The recruitment of students shows a slight improve¬ 
ment over the previous year. At the beginning of the 
session, there were 165 students against 155 last year 
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and at the close of it 157 against 148 last year. Thirty 
three of these students were Matriculates. 

The examinations began on the 14th and terminated 
on the 25th March. The Examining Board was composed 
of Mr. D. A. D. Aitchison, Principal, Madras Vet. Coll., 
as President, and Mr. D. Quinlan, Supt., C.V. Dept., 
Bihar and Orissa, Mr. W. Harris, Supt., C.V, Dept., 
Assam, and myself as members. 

Fifty-nine students appeared at the examination from 
class A and 41 passed ; 48 from class B and 35 passed : 
and 50 from class C and 31 passed. The percentage of 
passes in the three classes was 69’49, 72*91 and 62, re¬ 
spectively. 

The Board of Examiners remark as follows 

“We consider the results are satisfactory taking into 
consideration the circumstances which have existed 
throughout the year. It is very desirable that the tea¬ 
ching staff should be strengthened as soon as possible 
by the addition of European teachers.” 

Out of the 159 students remaining at the end of the 
session 24 held Government stipends from Bengal, 3 
from Bihar and Orissa, 21 from Assam, 9 from United 
Provinces, 2 from Burma, 70 from District and Local 
Boards, 1 from a Municipality, 3 from Raj Estates, while 
1 held the Shew Bux Bogla Scholarship. 

All students (with the exception of one who lived jn 
a separate room within the College premises) lived in 
the hostels and their general health was good. The 
medical officer attended regularly. 

All students went through the course of equitation 
and a riding competition was held in which six students 
secured prizes. 

Three transport drivers from the 25th Mule Corps, 
Maymyo, and a private individual from Garhwal were 
trained as Veterinary Dressers. 

Both the Library and the Museum were profitably 
used by the teaching staff and the students. Several 
new books and journals were added to the Library 
during the year. 

During the year under report, 2,366 patients were 
treated and 736 operations performed. Out of 6,294 
prosecutions under the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 


Act, 295 animals were sent to the College Infirmary by 
the Trying magistrates. These patients afforded ample 
opportunities for practical instruction to the students. 

Fodder Crops. Lucerne, Guinea grass, paspalam, 
carrot, oats and dub were produced in a part of the an¬ 
nexe compound. These crops were, on the one hand, of 
great educational value to the students, and on the other, 
afforded valuable food to the patients and considerably 
reduced the feeding charges. 

The College ambulances were in frequent requisition. 

Breeding Operations. Ten stud bulls were maintained 
at this College. 

General Remarks. The additional Imperial Officer 
sanctioned for the College in 1914 has not yet been 
available, though the College stands in great need of the 
services of such an officer. 

The teaching staff was short throughout the year, of 
one of its members whose duties had to be distributed 
among the other members of the College in addition to 
their own. Moreover, one teacher has not enjoyed the 
best of health and another has had serious illness in his 
family, so that, with an already depleted staff, under the 
circumstances they must all have given of their best, 
and are to be congratulated on the results of the exam¬ 
inations. 

Mr. N. L. Mitra, Chief Glanders Inspector, was 
appointed 3rd grade Deputy Superintendent on 1st July. 
Mr. D. Dey, 2nd grade Deputy Superintendent, was 
promoted to 1st grade on the 1st October and Mr. S. S. 
Ahmed was promoted to the 2nd grade in succession. 
The place of the latter has been recommended to Gov¬ 
ernment to be filled in July next by promoting the Chief 
Glanders Inspector, Babu G. N, Chatterjee. 

Mr. R. V. Pillai, Laboratory Assistant, was tempor¬ 
arily appointed Veterinary Supervisor on military duty 
to bring mules from China to India from 27th September 
to the end of the year. From reports received his work 
was most satisfactory. 

The work of the staff has been most satisfactory. 

A. Smith, Lt.-Col. 

Principal, Bengal Veterinary College 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 



Rabies. | 


Foot- 


Parasitio 


Swine Fever. 

Period. 

Cases 1 
Confrmd] 

1 Aninrax 

Disease. 


Mange. 

Sheep 

Scab. 

(b) 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(a) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(*) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

<«) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(*>) 1 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(*) 

Slaugh¬ 
tered. • 

00 

o’ 

.0 

*.3 

31 

o< 

Gt. BRITAIN. 

Week ended Aug. 30 

Corresponding | 

week in | 1916 

3 


6 

l « 





49 

88 

2 

36 

20 



7 

7 

7 

R 

7 

8 



1 

1 

40 

25 

13 

72 

37 

27 

3 

2 

14 

28 

63 

4 

15 

32 

Total for 35 weeks, 1919 

Corresponding ( 

period in ( jg 16 

139 

3 

136 

174 

25 

1 

1555 

20 , 

47 

4058 

8195 

220 

1542 i 

687 



176 

329 

373 

202 

377 

443 

1 

24 

23 

18 

36 

65 
32 
_91 

3449 

1872 

1692 

6532 

3627 

3816 

252 

395 

184 

995 

1713 

3296 

401 

747 

8621 


a) Confirmed. (5) Reported by Looal Authorities. t Countiesaffeoted, animals attacked 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Sept. 2, 1919 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 

Note.— The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infootion 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 



Anthrax | 

Foot- 

and-Mouth 

Glandersf 

(including 

Farcy) 

Parasitic 

Mange. 

Sheep 

Scab. 

Swine Fever. 

Period. 1 

Out¬ 

breaks 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Disease. 


Out¬ 

breaks 

Ani¬ 
mals. I 

Out¬ 

breaks 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out- Ani- 
breaks| male. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

Out¬ 

breaks 

Slaugh¬ 

tered. 

IRELAND. Week ended Aug, 2 

( 1918 ... 

Corresponding Week in -! 1917 ... 

[ 1916 ... 


... 

... 

... 



Outbreaks 

5 

6 

... 

3 


... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

1 

1 

6 

4 

6 

1 

4 

5 1 

6 

6 

45 

Total for 31 weeks, 1919 

( 1918 ... 

Corresponding period in < 1917 ... 

1916 ... 

• •• 


... 

! 

1 

1 

117 

104 

20 

66 

2 

3 

3 

? 

5 

1 7 

... 

... 

1 

l 

83 

33 

44 

198 

243 

254 

15 

160 

199 

54 

986 

1160 

Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland. (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Aug. 2, 1919 

IRKLiAND. 

Week ended Aug. 9 

„ .. \ 1918 ... 

Corresponding 1 1Q17 

Week in J me "• 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Outbreaks 

2 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3 

1 

1 

5 

5 

3 

2 

5 

4 

3 

16 

25 

Total for 32 weeks, 1919 

, .. ( 1918 ... 

corresponding 1 191? 

period in | 1916 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

119 

166 

20 

66 

2 

3 

3 

2 

5 

7 

... 

... 

i 

l 

86 

34 

45 

193 

248 

257 

17 

165 

203 

57 

1002 

1185 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Aug, 11.1919 
Note. —The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As diseased or Exposed to Infection 


UNQUALIFIED ASSISTANTS. 

gi r —The current Record contains two letters object¬ 
ing to the Council’s proposal to abolish unqualified 
assistants. Naturally both are anonymous ; for both 
writers keep unqualified assistants themselves, and of 
course neither is anxious to put the Council on his track. 
There is a notable difference in their apparent compre¬ 
hension of the question. One clearly sees that, if the 
proposed bye-law is passed, he will have to get rid of 
his unqualified assistant. The other says that he could 
not do so,” and “would rather incur the displeasure of 
the Royal College,” without apparently realising that 
persistence in such a course would end in becoming un¬ 
qualified himself. I think it is time for members to 
understand that this bye-law is seriously meant, and 
that it will inevitably be passed and enforced unless the 
Council have evidence that there is a very considerable 
amount of opinion within the profession against it. No 
such evidence has been forthcoming yet ; and certainly 
it will not be supplied by a few anonymous letters from 
men with whom tne bye-law will interfere. 

Let these men try to regard the subject from some 
other points of view than merely that of their own con¬ 
venience. To begin with, let them honestly face the 
question of what manner of men, broadly speaking, un¬ 
qualified assistants are. Everybody knows that not a 
few of them are absolutely untrained empirics—smart 
ex-grooms and the like-and that those who have had 
any college training at all, in the great majority of cases, 
have failed to qualify through faults of their own. This 
is surety worthy of some consideration ; and there are 
other points much more important. How on earth can 
your correspondents claim that their own professional 
qualifications render them more reliable than their un¬ 


qualified rivals, while they themselves do half their 
work or more by means of equally unqualified assistants 1 
Further, take this aspect of the question as it affects, 
not individual practitioners, but the profession as a 
whole. Is it logical for a self-governing profession to 
assert that its members are the only men fit to treat 
animal diseases, if it allows the said members to employ 
non-members to do it for them 1 Of course it is hope¬ 
lessly illogical; and when we hear these same superior 
qualified members maintaining that unqualified assis¬ 
tants are better than qualified ones, the thing becomes 
positively grotesque. The employment of unqualified 
assistants is not in accord with our professional preten¬ 
sions, and it is high time to stop it. It will be stomyed ; 
for a few such feeble wails as those of last week will not 
avert the prohibitive bye-law. Much could be written 
in justification of that bye-law ; but to write it would 
be like flogging a dead horse. The vast majority of the 
profession, I think, already recognise that we have toler¬ 
ated unqualified assistants too long ; and the sooner they 
are exterminated the better.—Yours truly, 

“Purist ” 


Sir,—As a junior member of the profession, may I be 
permitted to reply to the letter by “ Farmer’s son now 
V.S.” in your issue of August 30th. He states that if 
the bye-law is passed into effect, “many of we busy 
country practitioners will be hard hit to get our work 
done,” and that he has tried “ several qualified men and 
all were useless.” While admitting that younger 
members do not possess the experience of their elders, 
it would be interesting to know what degree of exper¬ 
ience he expects to find in them. (I presume that as 
Rome was not built in a day, neither did “ Farmer’s son” 
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gain his experience in a day). Barely it is the duty of 
the older practitioner to lend a helping hand to the 
young member, and to encourage him, while the latter 
can tell the elder man of newer views and methods ; to 
their mutual advantage. It is more than a little dis¬ 
heartening to a newly qualified member to find that the 
older practitioner has no use for his services, and prefers 
to employ an unqualified assistant. If this is a pre¬ 
vailing view in the profession, then one has simply been 
wasting time and money in preparing to enter it. 

Further, he states that it is not a question of cheap 
labour, although he pays a married man, with six child¬ 
ren, £300 per annum, and a married man with no family 
nearly £300. If from this statement he infers that he 
would pay a qualified man, with a similar length of ex¬ 
perience to his two unqualified assistants, the same 
remuneration, then it is time that young members be¬ 
came miners, or sought other fields of activity where 
prospects are brighter.—Youra faithfully, 

“Junior Member.” 

Sir,—Like “Perplexed” and “Farmers son now V.S.” 
I think it will be a distinct hardship for men—like my¬ 
self—with agricultural practices, if the bye-law which 
includes the employment of unqualified assistants under 
the head of “covering” is passed by our Council. 

I have a very good man who does all my pig castra¬ 
tion, spaying, parturition and other work which a quali¬ 
fied assistant will not do. 

I found when employing qualified men that nearly all 
applicants were recent graduates with no experience, 
many had never ridden a horse, and one could not drive. 
Those with experience and ability were—not strictly 
sober—or men marking time while looking out for a 
practice of their own, and usually stayed for a few 
months only. 

If a bye-law were passed compelling all students to 
serve a pupilage before joining college, we should get a 
newly qualified man, able to give a ball, or at least know 
how to approach an animal, and not one wishing to learn 
the rudiments of practice. 

Country Cousin. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


War Office, Aug. 28. 

The names of the following have been brought to the 
notice of the Secretary of State for War for valuable 
services rendered in connection with the war, and, when 
applicable, an entry will be made in the records of service 
of officers and other ranks:— 

Scottish Command. Baird, Major J. A. (t.f. Res.); 
Macgregor, Capt. W. (t.f.) ; Stratton, Lt.-Col. F. C. 

Southern Command. Drabble, Capt. (T.Maj.) C. 
(t.f.) ; Germany, T.Qrmr. and Capt. E. A.; Motton, 
T.Uapt. S. J., f.r.c.v.8. ; Stacey, T.Qrmr. and Capt. G. J. 

Western Command. Green, Major R. L., t.d. (t.f.) ; 
Harber, Capt. G. L. (t.f.). 


Extracts from London Genett* 

War Office, Whitehall, Aug. 27. 
Rsgular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps* 

The follg. temp. Capts. relinquish their commns. on 
completion of service, and retain rank of Capt.F. J. 
Adams (June 25); L. S. Balls (June 9); V. L. Banks 
(June 4): N. Bisset (March 18); T. Bowhill (June 25); 
S. G. Bright (June 30); J. Brosnan (May 24); B. A 
Brown (July 11); J. H. Brown (June 30); H. L. Caldwell 
(June 25): W. R. Cameron (June 12); H. Chagnon 
(July 16); F. Chalk (June 25); A. A. Comerford (May 15) 
A. Conwbee (April 13); E. R. Corbett (July 16); J. M. 


Crowe (April 9); T. Dalling (May 3): V. R. de Boissiere 
(May 20) ; W. I. Dill (June 30); T. M. Doyle (May 7) ; 
J. Dunn (July 12) ; J. A. Edwards (May 31); J. F. Fil- 
mer (July 4); T. A. Me C. Finch (May 2): G. O. R. Grey 
(June 19); J. O. Guertin (July 16); J. E. Hanna, M.c. 
(June 12); T. B. Harries (June 25); L. Herbert (April 
16): S. A. Hill (June 19): G. K. Hobson (July 16); J. 

A. A. Houde (June 25); W. S. Inglis (May 22); N. V. 
James (July 12); R. T. James (June 25); H. B. Kauntze 
(June 18); S. S. Kerr (July 16); S. H. Kesten (June 25); 
J. H. Laurie, m.c., (July 16); K. H. Lay (July 8); P. G. 
Ledger (April 21) S. Littler(May 12): W. A. Macgregor 
(April 29): A. Macintosh (June 14); J. H. McManus 
(July 8); K. A. Miles (June 16) ; R. J. Milner (June 24); 

R. C. Moore (May 10); W. L. Morrison (July 16); B. A. 
Myhill (July 9); P. J. O’Brien (June 28); N. P. Olsen 
(June 25); F. R. Page (July 12); C. J. Peach (May 2); 
W. H. Power (April 30); L. P. Pugh (May 25); A. L. 
Purdy (June 26): D. V. Reed (July 16); A. J. S. Reynolds 
(May 7); H. C. Rockett (June 12); G. A. Rose (June 30); 

B. L. Seeker (May 14); W. Sewell (April 18); C. H. 
Sheather, f.r.c.v.8. (May 28); M. Sparrow (May 26); 

S. F. Spurr (July 8); J. A. Stanford (June 25); E. S. 
Steiner (April 14); C. F. Thompson (July 16); F. W. 
Trydell (June 27); S. 1. Wall (July 16); G. H. Ward 
(July 23): W. Waters (June 27) B. Whittam (April 19); 
J. E. Williams (June 12); J. L. Williams (May 7) ; C. 
E. Wolfe (July 16). 

The following temp. Lts. relinquish their commns. on 
completion of service, and retain the rank of Lt:—B. R. 
Atmore (June 25); W. L. J. Caron (June 24); C. W. 
Elam (June 6); C. A. Ewing (June 6); C. H. Heslop 
(July 9); G. E. Lay (June 25) ; B. I. Love (June 5) ; J. 

T. Melanson (June 25); J. L. Millar (June 30); E. S. 
Notting (June 25); F. H. Sanderson (June 3). 

Temp. Hon. Lt. (temp. Capt.) E. G. R. Fairholme, 
o.b.r., relinquishes his commn. on ceasing to be empld. 
(Aug. 28), and is granted the rank of Capt. 

S.A.V.C.—Temp. Capt. R. P. Jones relinquishes his 
commn. on completion of service (July 30), and retains 
the rank of Capt. (substituted for Gazette notification 
Oct. 17,1917, incorrectly describing date as May 18,1917). 

S.A. Qkn. List.—T emp. Capt. (actg. Maj.) R. F. C. 
Medlicott, m.c., relinquishes the actg. rank of Maj. on 
ceasing to commn. a Co., S.A C.C.C. (July 301 


Aug. 28. 

Col. C. E. Nuthall, c.b., c.m.g., having attained the age 
limit is placed on ret. pay (July 9X and is granted 
bon. rank of Brig.-Gen. 

Capt. (temp. Maj.) A. Spreull, d.s.o. (t.f), relinquishes 
actg. rank of Lt.-Col. on ceasing to hold the appt. of 
A.D.V.S. (April 1). (Substituted for notification in 
Gazette , May 22). 

Maj. and Bt. Lt.-Col. (temp. Lt-Col.) E. Brown, p.s.o., 
relinquishes his temp, rank and retires on ret. pay on 
account of ill-healtn contracted on active service 
(Aug. 31). 

Sept. 1 

Capt. E. C. Doyle, d.s.o., relinquishes the temp, rank 
of Major on ceasing to commd. a Vet. Hosp. (April 
23); Temp. Lt. K. D. Zinck to be temp. Capt. (Aug. 1). 


Territorial Force, Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Sept 1, 

Capt. (actg. Maj.) F. B. Gresham, m.c., relinquishes actg. 
rank of Maj. on ceasing to commd. a Vet. Hospw 
(April 17) (substituted for that in Gazette Aug. 13). 


Personal. 

Wood : Duncan.—O n the 24th Aug., atSt Andrew’s, 
Cardiff Bernard Frederick, son of the late Bernard Wood, 
M.R.G.V.S., and Mrs. Wood, of 20, Hanover crescent, 
Brighton, to Mabel Vera, second daughter of Charles 
Duncan, Brighton. 
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Tli© Supply of Drugs during the War. 

Broadly ape&king, veterinary surgeons are not addicted 
to the use of a large variety in drugs, and many present 
day practitioners use drugs sparingly in their ordinary 
work • but many also keep abreast with the times in the 
use of newer medicaments, and since there has been a 
lapse in the supply of the much vaunted, and often 
valueless, German preparations, it is distinctly satisfac¬ 
tory to learn that so much has been done to supersede 
the foreign manufacture, and the more so that in several 
cases the raw products were derived from our own Colo¬ 
nies and Dependencies. The following sentences are 
from a review in the pages of The Pharmaceutical Jour¬ 
nal on a memorandum issued as a “ White Paper”—a 
report on the work of the National Health Insurance 
Commission (England) during the war. 


to the cultivation of these two herbs has been greatly 
increased during the last four years, both in Great 
Britain and in Ireland, and the home production is now 
adequate to meet home requirements. The Memoran¬ 
dum notes the highly satisfactory fact that as a result 
of the control of the drug supply during the war there 
was at no time anything of the nature of a drug famine, 
and no really important medicine was lacking for essen¬ 
tial purposes. The Commissioners cordially acknow¬ 
ledged their indebtedness to the manufacturers of fine 
chemicals for the enterprise and resource displayed by 
them, the results being shown in the remarkable progress 
made by the British fine-chemical industry during the 
war, which is such that at the present time there is 
hardly any medicinal chemical of importance that is not 
being made on a large scale in this country.” 


“ It is not too much to say that the fine chemical indus¬ 
try has been very greatly developed and extended, and 
tnat this country is now capable of manufacturing on a 
large scale all the important medecinal chemicals which 
before the war had been practically a German monopoly. 
It is uncommonly creditable and gratifying to learn that 
the work of the Department in this connection was car¬ 
ried out entirely by means of a few members of the ex¬ 
isting staff, who undertook it in addition to their ordi¬ 
nary duties, and also that, although the making of profit 
was at no time an object of the work, in the end a sur¬ 
plus of over £24,000 remained as one of the results of 
the measures taken. The Memorandum opens with a 
general reference to the large extent to wnich, before 
the war, this country was dependent on Germany for 
many medicinal chemicals, and some staple medicinal 
herbs, and as regards the British drug trade industry, 
on raw material from overseas. Coal-tar was an excep¬ 
tion, but most of it was exported, principally to Germany, 
where it was employed in the manufacture of synthetics. 
It is pointed out, that for years before the war British 
manufacturers held their own in the production both for 
home use and for export of many essential drugs, e.g., 
salts of bismuth and mercury, chloroform and ether, and 
the alkaloids morphine, codeine, strychnine, and emetine. 
Although medicinal herbs such as bellndoona, henbane, 
and Tstramonium were extensively cultivated in this 
country before the war, the chief sources of supply were 
in Germany and Austria, where cheap labour and an 
organised system of collection enabled these countries 
to compete to the great disadvantage of our growers. 
Through the Royal Society arrangements were made 
with about forty University and College Laboratories 
for the preparation of diethylamineandglycochlorhydrin, 
these substances being converted into diethylaminoe- 
thanol. and the final synthesis into novocain was under¬ 
taken by a manufacturing firm. In this way over 350 lb. 
of novocain (representing over Beven million ordinary 
doses) were produced and supplied to our Forces, to our 
Italian, Belgian, Serbian, ana Portugese Allies, and to 
fifty public hospitals in the United Kingdom, and a 
considerable quantity was released to meet a special 
demand for dental use. Other important drugs or 
chemicals produced under this arrangement were betaeu- 
caine, dulcitol, levulose, inulin, arabinose, brilliant green, 
methylene blue, orthoform-new, and butyl-chloral- 
hydrate. The medicinal.chemicals in which Germany 
had practically a monopoly that are now produced 
commercially in the United Kingdom include acetylsali- 
cylicacid, sodium salicylate, me rhyl-salicylate, salol, 
medicinal liquid paraffin, potassium permanganate, 
thymol, phenacetin, novocain, salvarsan, neo-salvarsan, 
paraldehyde, resorcin, and lanolin. Of the four essen¬ 
tial medicinal herbs normally growing in this country 
only two viz., belladonna and henbane, reouire to be 
cultivated, and both by private enterprise, and under the 
direction of the Board of Agriculture the area devoted 


The Totalisator. 

Commenting on the reply given in the House of Com¬ 
mons on the use of the Totalisator, (V.R. Aug. 23, p. 90) 
Live Stock Journal says :— 

“ Had the politician taken the trouble to inauire into 
its history in the Colonies and in several European 
countries, particularly in France, he would have learned 
that through the operations of the pari-mutuel , as it is 
called in Europe, several institutions derive monetary 
benefit from the Government, tax imposed upon the 
takings of the machines, which are fundamentally under 
Government control. 

Were such automatic betting machines to be installed 
upon the racecourses of Great Britain and Ireland, we 
should be relieved of many undesirable elements and 
those who bet on courses would be ensured of a fair 
price about the horses they wish to back. As betting 
runs to-day in our rings, the public have no real chance 
with the bookmakers, who “pinch” their prices to such 
narrow limits as to render bookmaking a farce. The 
pari mutuel would return rates of odds fair and just 
with the amount of money invested upon each horse in 
each race. 

Never was there so much betting, either upon the 
racecourses, in the Btreets, or in the workshops and fac¬ 
tories of the country as there is at the moment. Whether 
the institution of the pari-mutuel on a racecourse would 
tend to reduce street and office betting we do not pre¬ 
tend to know, but it is clear that our racecourses would 
be made much better by the reduction of the countless 
numbers of parasites who follow the Turf for what they 
can “sharp” their kind out of.” 


OBITUARY. 

Frederick Brown, m.r.c.v.s., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Graduated Edin : July 1885. 
Died 29th August, 1919. Age 58. 

Thomas Burrell, m.r.c.v.s., London, W. 

Graduated Lond : April, 1862. 
Mr. Burrell died on Sept. 1st, Aged 76 years. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 

Barron, R., Blandford £1 10 

Pettifer, S. H., Malmesbury 110 

Temple, A., Ramsgate 110 

Previously acknowledged £944 2 10 


Sept. 2nd, 1919. 


£947 5 10 



112 


THE VETERINARY RECORD September 6,1919 


Thyroid Disease in Pigs. 

It has been estimated that anywhere from one hundred 
thousand to a million pigs have been lost annually in 
the single State of Wisconsin from the tendency in sows 
to produce litters of imperfectly developed, weak, fre¬ 
quently dead, “ hairless pigs,” and the trouble is by no 
means restricted to that or any other section of the hog- 
producing regions of the country. 

Hairless pigs, though of normal or slightly more than 
normal weight, and rarely born prematurely, have thin 
skins, undeveloped hoof walls, practically no vitality, 
they invariably die soon after birth. The degree of 
hairlessness may vary, and the possibility of keeping 
such an animal alive by means of special care increases 
with the amount of hair present. But two unmistakable 
and constant characteristics are the thick pulpy necks 
and the inability or disinclination of the little pigs to 
squeal. 

The cause of the abnormality, is the enlargement and 
improper working of the thyroid—situated in the centre 
and base of the throat. Because of the amount of fat 
on the average brood sow, this condition is rarely noticed, 
although the gland is often as large as a man’s fist in¬ 
stead of the size of a walnut, as in normal animals. It 
does not usually affect the general health or lessen the 
value as a source of meat, but it does derange the repro¬ 
ductive functions. The obviously enlarged necks of the 
pigs are due to a corresponding condition in them. 

The normal thyroid gland is to supply to the blood a 
secretion containing iodine, which is essential to the pro¬ 
per development of an animal; and the result of the 
failure of tne gland to act may be offset by supplying small 
amounts of this material in the food. Members of the 
staff of the Agricultural Experiment Station of the State 
of Wisconsin have found that by giving ten grams of 
potassium iodide per 100 pounds of feed during the 
entire gestation period, a sow that had previously pro¬ 


duced a litter of hairless pigs may be enabled to produce 
entirely normal offspring. In such cases 25 cent s worth 
of the drug has been sufficient to make the difference 
between eight or ten dead pigs and a litter equally large 
each member of which represents a potential 200 pound 
hog worth approximately 35 dollars. 

By avoiding the excessive use of feeds rich in protein, 
such as grains, oil meals, etc., and by providing plenty 
of roughage such as clover or alfalfa hay or green fodder, 
sows can be kept from producing this abnormal type. 
Approximately 25 per cent of the ration should consist 
of this sort of food. The fact that sows naturally obtain 
more of such bulky feed in summer than in winter 
probably causes the majority of hairless pigs to occur 
in spring litters. 

The Hog as a Test for Bovine Tubercle. 

Dr. Burton Rogers, of Chicago, Illinois, has recently 
drawn attention to the value of the hog as an indicator 
of the existence of bovine tuberculosis on a farm. 
Wherever pigs and cows are kept together it is found 
that the former greedily devour the faeces of the latter ; 
indeed, the symbiosis is often purposely arranged in 
order that cowsheds may be kept clean. The tuber¬ 
culosis cows swallow their sputum, and the bacilli thus 
pass out in their faeces, with the result that the pigs 
become infected. Among 40 million hogs examined by 
American veterinary inspectors in 1917, 3974000, or 
nearly 10 per cent., were found to be tuberculous. Dr. 
Rogers points out that if the pigs slaughtered and sub¬ 
sequently examined had been previously labelled with 
the name of the farm on which they were reared, val¬ 
uable presumptive evidence of the existence of bovine 
tubercle and of its localisation to specific farms would 
have been obtained and could have been used with great 
advantage in a campaign to eradicate the disease from 
among cattle. 
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Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Aug. 18, 1919 
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Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Aug, 25.1919 
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Voluntary Subscriptions. 

Voluntary subscriptions are not coming in nearly 
so well as they should. Since the Council first 
asked for subscriptions, the total amount subscribed 
each year has increased upon that of the preceding 
one; but tbe present indications are that there will 
be a different position when this year ends. For 
some time past, tbe returns have been steadily 
falling behind the corresponding months of last 
year. At the beginning of July the deficit was only 
£4, a month later it just exceeded £16, and last 
week it was over £32. If this goes on there is 
danger of a serious decrease at the end of the year, 
instead of the increase that is'urgently needed. So 
far, voluntary subscriptions have never adequately 
met the financial requirements of the College; it is 
more than desirable that they should be substantial¬ 
ly augmented, and it is decidedly necessary to avoid 
a decrease. At present, they do no more than 
postpone our bankruptcy, and their maintenance 
till the Bill passes is imperative. This is the first 
time that the interest of the profession in the 
College finances has shown signs of waning, and it 
ought quickly to be re-awakened. 

“Off the Beaten Track.” 

Mr. W. T. Hewetson’s note upon poisoning by 
potato tops last week was very useful, on more 
counts than one. This particular form of poison¬ 
ing, though well recognised in veterinary literature, 
does not seem to be at all common in practice, and 
it is well that we should be reminded of it. The 
whole subject of poisoning from potatoes, which is 
really more complicated than the name suggests, 
needs to be understood and kept in mind by country 
practitioners. The knowledge may not be needed: 
very often; but the necessity may arise without 
warning at any moment. In this respect the 
subject resembles many others ; and Mr. Hewetson, 
who reported his cases from an expressed conviction 
that “ cases in any way off the beaten track should 
be recorded ” has set a good example. There are 
very many conditions more or less clearly indicated 
in the literature but not of everyday occurrence in 
practice; and it is possible that some of them are 
more frequent than is generally supposed, but are 
often undiagnosed because members have seen so 
few clinical reports of them. A variety of such 
conditions, especially in cattle practice, come under 
tbe bead of vegetable toxicology, and of course 
there are many others which are not toxicological 
at all Tbe profession would be better for more 
records of them. 


Careers for Ex-service Men. 

The intimation under this head, p. 119, oomes to 
us with an official invitation to “ find room ” for it. 
Whether the loose wording of it is the result of en¬ 
deavouring to use a similar wording for various 
occupations, or whether it is the result of in¬ 
difference and carelessness it is not possible for us 
to say. The phrase used—“ Anxious to qualify as 
veterinary surgeons ” would appear to our readers 
to indicate the orthodox procedure of taking tbe 
prescribed courses and examinations for the degree 
M.R.C.V.S. The following sentence makes it appear 
that practising veterinarians are asked to take these 
men as pupils—“employers who can help by 
offering to train suitable candidates, etc.” Further, 
“ grants are made to students to assist in payment 
of their fees and maintenance.” This is more like 
creating a further supply of those unqualified 
assistants that the R.C,V.S. is about to prohibit by 
a Bye-law—men such as a correspondent described 
last week as “ a very good man who does all ray 
pig castrations, spaying, parturition, and other 
work which a qualified assistant will not do.” 
Doubtless there are some men in the profession 
who would be willing to train a handy man of this 
type—with the assistance of •“ grants for main¬ 
tenance ;” but no man with respeot for himself and 
his profession can do so. It is not so many weeks 
ago that the Council R.C.V.S had to deal with a 
similar effusion. This announcement is even more 
offensive than the previous one. 


COCCIDIOSIS IN IRELAND. 

I agree with Capt. Maguire as to the prevalence 
of coccidiosis in Ireland. During the years 1904-5 
and 6 I treated a large number of cases in Ulster. 

The disease resisted treatment by ordinary astrin¬ 
gents, and I consulted my principal (the late Mr. J. 
A. Thompson, f.r.c.v.s., of Lurgan—a most capable 
practitioner) and he told me that he regarded the 
complaint as one due to infection, probably coccidia. 
His treatment, based on this theory, was Tr. Ferri 
Perchlor., 01. Tereb. and S.V. 17 administered in 
strong (stewed) tea. This treatment was highly 
successful. I noticed that the disease was most 
prevalent on marshy pastures after a period of 
drought. 

I have not encountered any cases since until this 
month, when I saw half a dozen on various small 
holdings in this district, following tbe drought of 
3 weeks ago. These were treated satisfactorily with 
Capt. Maguire’s reoipe and occasional injections of 
adrenalin. 

Carnarvon, Aug. 30. 


L. W. Wynn Lloyd. 
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Dislocation of Fetlock. 

The very interesting record of oases by Mr. P. J. 
Howard published in your issue of August 23rd re- 
called to my mind a motor accident which occurred 
here 18 months ago. The car ran into a cow on a 
foggy night on the main road, knocking her down. 
The owner of the animal carried a lantern, and whilst 
the oow layed stunned on the road he and a neigh¬ 
bour noticed that the off-hind limb from the fetlock 
joint downwards was directed outwards at right 
angles to the part above. She struggled to get up 
and when she stood he saw that the limb was straight 
again and she was able to walk a distance of 200 
yards to a farm, where I saw her later. 

She walked home—some 3£ miles—two days 
later, but the lameness remained for some weeks. 
This, no doubt, was, like Mr. Howard’s case, one of 
dislocation of the fetlock due to laceration of the 
lateral ligament. 

Paresis and Prolapse. 

Cases of parturient paresis and uterine intussus¬ 
ception occurring simultaneously are, apparently, 
rare. Prof. W. L. Williams states that those which 
he has encountered “have proven universally fatal.” 
I have seen one such instance—in Ireland. I was 
in the act of inflating the patient’s udder when the 
owner drew my attention to something which was 
coming out of the vulva. There, right enough, 
was the uterus in the process of prolapse. The cow 
lay on a good bed of clean straw, so I completed the 
inflation and then replaced the uterus. This oase 
recovered and I had occasion to see it only once 
after it was first handled. 

Early last year, my assistant attended a case of 
prolapsed uterus in the bills some 18 miles distant. 
After he had replaced it, he noted the classical 
symptoms of Parturient Paresis. He was not 
equipped for the handling of the condition and so 
returned with the idea of making another visit with 
the necessary instruments, etc. The case, however, 
collapsed an hour after be left. 

Carnarvon. L. W. Wynn Lloyd. 


THE PONY OF THE 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF RUSSIA. 

During the campaign in the Archangel District 
against the Bolshevik, both the British and New 
Russian Army used large numbers of ponies pur¬ 
chased locally from the peasants. As far as the 
British Army is concerned, with the exception of 
30 mules which were brought to Archangel by the 
original Force which landed in August, 1918, all 
Units have been horsed with these local animals. 

The pony of the Northern Region is a small, 
sturdy and compact animal, averaging from 11 to 14 
hands high and weighing 700 lb. Predominant 
colour is Bay and Brown, but a large number of 
Chestnuts are met with ; Roans and Greys are not 
common. Generally speaking, their conformation 
is good, but owing to extremely bad shoeing and 
chronic Hvorst poisoning the condition and shape 


of the feet is extremely bad. The toes are too long, 
and flat-feet are common. 

These ponies are very hardy. They are usually 
stabled in barns adjoining or under the dwelling 
house. No rugs are used but the coat is allowed 
to grow, and no grooming is carried out. If one of 
these ponies is well cleaned and groomed, on being 
brought into the open during cold weather—say 40° 
below freezing point Fahrenheit—it immediately 
commences to shiver, whereas an ungroomed 
animal does not appear to notice the intense cold. 
A peasant will drive 20 versts at a rapid trot and 
the animal will, at the end of the journey, probably 
be sweating. Some hay is thrown down in front 
of the pony ; no covering is put on him, and the 
owner disappears into the house to drink tea and 
transact his business. The sweat freezes on the 
pony, but he does not appear to be inconvenienced 
in the least, and takes no harm afterwards. One 
seldom sees a pony suffering from Catarrh. 

The feed consists of a pood (36 lb,) of hay, daily; 
oats being very scarce are seldom fed. The hay is 
of a very inferior quality and contains much marsh 
grass and weeds. 

The in-foal mares are worked right up to the last 
minute. 

No Russian peasant waters his animal immed¬ 
iately after he has completed his journey, or a stage 
of his journey, whilst the pony is hot. They give 
a quantity of hay, and just before starting out again 
give the pony as much water as it cares to drink. 
The peasants state that if water is given to a pony 
whilst hot, it causes an eruption around coronary 
band whioh the frost gets into and causes local 
Necrosis accompanied by great pain and lameness. 
I am unable to prove or disprove this statement, 
but several gunner Officers have told me that they 
have had this trouble through watering their horses 
whilst hot. 

Diseases . Acute Laminitis appear to be common. 
This is due to overdriving. Chronic Laminitis is 
caused by chronic Hvorst (Equisita Pelustra) poi¬ 
soning. This weed is found in most of the local hay. 
It is apparently a cumulative poison, and as long 
as oats are fed, and the animal is not worked ex¬ 
cessively hard, a large amount of this weed can be 
ingested without any harmful effects. The symp¬ 
toms are posterior paralysis (partial), the animal 
exhibiting a pronounced swaying movement and 
uncertain gait when being made to walk. Laminitis 
is often present. The temperature is raised, and 
pulse and respiration accelerated, and the animal 
is very excitable. If a case of this poisoning once 
gets down it usually terminates fatally. 

Treatment. An Aloes purgative followed by in¬ 
jections of Gr. i Strychnine Hydroch. daily for nine 
or ten days. If treatment is undertaken as soon as 
the disease is detected a recovery is assured. 

Glanders has never been known in the Archangel 
District, nor was Mange met with until after the 
Revolution when disbanded soldiers brought in- 
feoted Army animals back with them to their 
villages and so spread the infection. Sarcoptio and 
Symbiotic appear to be the prevalent types. 
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Pneumonia is praetioally never seen and Colic is 
rare. 

During the winter wounds from calkins get the 
frost in them and prove very troublesome. All the 
year round the Russian peasant shoes his pony 
with toe pieces and calkins. 

In conclusion the pony of the Northern Region 
of Russia is an extremely hardy animal, capable of 
doing a large amount of work, standing extreme 
cold, subsisting on hay of an extremely poor nature, 
and moreover, keeping his condition in spite of 
these many adverse circumstances. 

Wolverhampton. F. Chambers, f.r.c.v.s. 


An unclassified disease of the Doo. 

F. Heckenroth published this account in the 
Annales de V Institut Pasteur for 1918. In Senegal, 
in 1914, he observed, in two dogs, an affection the 
clinical picture of which did not correspond exactly 
to any of the known diseases of this animal. Some 
of the symptoms, such as abundant salivation, dul- 
ness, and furious phases, suggested the idea of rabies. 
Both animals died completely paralysed. 

After the suspicious deaths of these two dogs, 
Heckenroth received three others, one a stray dog 
and two which had been bitten. The three dogs 
were kept under observation as suspicious of rabies, 
and died after presenting various symptoms, some 
of which were seen in all three animals. 

In Heckenroth’s opinion, the three last observa¬ 
tions should be added to the two first ones, for in 
the five oases the affection was equally mortal. Its 
evolution lasted from three to twenty-seven days. 

At the beginning the affection appeared to be 
manifested by a modification of the gaze, and by 
paralytic symptoms which were more or less marked 
in the limbs, and which might be accompanied by 
contractions. In one case paralysis was not seen, 
or at least not in the fore limbs; but the dog re¬ 
mained sitting for twenty-four hours before death. 

Twice an abundant salivation was noticed. In 
two other cases, in which the disease developed 
slowly, it was seen at different times that the ner¬ 
vous disorders improved for some hours or some 
days, and that at the same time the general condi¬ 
tion of the animal presented a better aspect. The 
affected dogs appeared able to take nourishment 
until a very advanced period of the disease. 

Heckenroth is unable to say whether the disease 
is contagious or not, or whether it is transmitted by 
a biting fly or simply by animals biting one another. 
The latter mode of infection appeared to have taken 
place in two dogs, which showed symptoms of the 
disease fifteen days after having been bitten. 

Laboratory examinations, which were directed 
solely to the discovery of rabies, gave no positive 
result from that point of view. Search for Negri 
bodies, which was carried out in four dogs, gave 
negative results. It is true that, in paralytic rabies, 
it is not rare to fail to find these bodies in the part 
of the brain usually examined, and then they are 
sought for in the spinal ganglia of the medulla. 
Heckenroth only carried out this investigation in 


one of the five dogs, and observed the existence in 
the nervous cells of the spinal ganglia of cellular 
inclusions which stained intensely red by Baschieri’s 
method. These bodies may be either the spherical 
forms described by Athias and Cesa Bianchi in the 
dog, rabbit, and guinea-pig, or the yellow pigment 
of the nervous tissue, which stains well with eosin, 
or true Negri bodies. At present, Heckenroth 
merely reports their presence, and awaits further 
knowledge before pronouncing judgment upon their 
exact nature. 

Four rabbits were inoculated with an emulsion 
of the bulb of an affected dog; and three died. 

It appears that this disease has not previously 
been reported ; and Heckenroth, while not finally 
decided regarding its nature, thinks that it may 
well be an atypical form of rabies, which it resem¬ 
bles in certain of its symptoms.— (Revista de Hy - 
giend y Sanidad Pecuarias) 

W.R.C. 


RABIES. 

Conference of Veterinary Inspectors at the 
Congress op the Royal Sanitary Institute, 
Newcastle, July 1919. 

In opening the discussion on rabies, Prof. Geiger ex* 
pressed disappointment at the absence of Sir Stewart 
Stockman. It was disappointing also not to have the 
promised lantern lecture. Sir Stewart Stockman had 
done the next best thing in sending his very interesting 
paper to be read. It might not be out of place to deal 
now with the more outstanding discoveries m connection 
with rabies. 

The last outstanding scientific facts, worthy of note, 
to be pointed out have been 

(1) That the virus in high dilution is filtrable through 
the most porous of the Berkfeldt filters, thereby indica¬ 
ting itself to be not much smaller than the “ just visible,’ * 1 2 3 4 
according to present ideas of magnification. 

(2) That so-called Negri-bodies can be demonstrated 
in the nerve tissue of animals affected with rabies and 
that these bodies cannot be demonstrated in connection 
with any disease except rabies. Their presence enables 
a positive diagnosis to be given, but their absence does 
not justify a negative diagnosis. 

(3) That the virus is present in the Baliva for three 
or more days before the animal shows any suspicious 
symptoms. 

(4) That the virus is diffusible t.e., when two brains, 
one infected and the other healthy ; are suspended in 
liquid the virus can pass from the infected brain into 
the surrounding liquid and thence into the healthy brain. 
The healthy brain so treated though infective on inocu- 
ation, contains no negri bodies, and this bears out the 
belief that the negri bodies are the result of, and are'not 
the cause of infection with the virus. 

What we have to face here to-day however are not so 
much the scientific facts, as the fact of the existence of 
rabies in this country for over a year now, after many 
years of absence, and to consider whether all is being 
done which might be done to rid the country of this 
menace as soon as possible. 

It is our duty as veterinarians to be thoroughly con¬ 
versant with all the features of the disease. In under¬ 
taking measures against rabies on its fresh appearance 
in a non-infected country like ours was last year one 
must bear the whole nature of the disease in mind. 

We have heard how the disease has probably been 
here since the month of May of last year and how the 
first case was confirmed early in September. No blame 
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can be attached to anyone for the disease having gained 
access under war conditions, perhaps the surprising 
thing is that rabies did not make an earlier appearance 
than it did. Nor is it in the least surprising that the 
earlier cases were not diagnosed, as few veterinarians 
had a thorough acquaintance with the disease. Possibly 
also, Borne of the first cases died without a veterinary 
surgeon being called in. 

Let ue look to-day at one or two points witb regard to 
rabies, points which bear upon preventive measures. 
You will agree, no doubt, that those points which indi¬ 
cate the methods to be adopted in stamping out such a 
terrible disease are of the greatest importance in the 
study of it. 

The one and only way in which rabies is spread in 
nature iB by the bite of the rabid animal. It is now 
generally recognised in all countries that the dog is the 

rincipal animal concerned. In some countries it is 

nown that wild animals are a not unimportant factor 
in the upkeep of the disease, as for instance jackals in 
India, and wolves in Russia, but this country is fortu¬ 
nate in having none of these wild animals and therefore, 
for Britain, it can be said with certainty that if the 
disease is eliminated from dogs it is eliminated from 
the country. The first point then to bear in mind is 
that rabies is spread by the bite of the rabid dog. 

The next point to keep in mind is the long period of 
incubation for rabies, that is to say, the length of time 
between the moment of the bite when the poison is 
inoculated into the healthy animal, and the time when 
the first symptoms of rabies appear. The period of in¬ 
cubation for the dog may be taken to be an average of 
one month or six weeks, though it may be shorter or 
longer. 

The next point to bear in mind in framing preventive 
measures, is the impulse of an infected dog to wander 
from its home. Whatever the motive may be, the fact 
remains that many rabid dogs leave home and roam the 
country, attacking dogs and other animals without pro¬ 
vocation, but only attacking man when interfered with. 
In the course of such wanderings long journeys may be 
accomplished, sometimes 30 miles or more. The dog 
may, or may not, return in a day or so. A further point 
in this connection is that this impulse to wander takes 
the dog away from its owner, who would be the first 
person to note any peculiar action on the dog’s part, and 
by the time the dog’s doings are noted and reported 
most of the damage has already been done. 

Let us see how these points should guide us when the 
disease gains entrance to Britain. The first case to be 
suspected and confirmed occurred in the neighbourhood 
of fiymouth. From this it would be fair to assume that 
the first animal was brought during the incubation 
period of disease to the port of Plymouth from the Con¬ 
tinent or elsewhere, also that this reported suspected 
case is to be one of a batch of cases bitten about six 
weeks previously by the dog which was illegally impor¬ 
ted, or it may have beer that the reported suspected 
case belonged to the second series of cases, the first series 
having died with their disease undiagnosed. We know 
that rabies cases usually comes to light in batches. A 
rabid dog does most of nis biting during a period of two 
or three days, and his victims have every chance of be¬ 
coming rabid after the period of incubation within a 
week or two of one another, depending on the site of the 
bite on the body. The nearer the bite to the brain, the 
Booner will symptoms appear. So that it is of vital im¬ 
portance that every dog bitten shall be prevented, by 
muzzling, from doing any harm when he himself goes 
rabid, and as his victims may be 30 miles away muzzling 
must be enforced over a large enough area to include 
such victims, in fact muzzling of dogs 20 to 30 miles 
away is of almost more importance than muzzling round 
the neighbourhood of the first rabid animal, because 


each new case becomes a potential infector for a further 
30 mile calculation. 

Therefore the principal regulation one would expect 
to see applied immediately would be that all dogs within 
40 miles of Plymouth must be effectively muzzled at once 
with 8tout muzzles, and failing this to be secured by a 
8tout collar and chain on its premises till muzzles can 
be obtained. No dog to be moved from the prescribed 
area. Such a regulation would probably have caught 
all dogs bitten by the first confirmed case and also by 
any previous cases in the neighbourhood of Plymouth, 
and new cases (being muzzled) would be rendered harm¬ 
less. 

There might be a case or two arise in other parts of 
the country owing to a dog having been taken from the 
infected area after having been bitten. The warning 
the public would have had would bring such cases to 
light more readily and the 40 mile radius muzzling area 
would be proclaimed round the new outbreak. 

Prof. Gaiger believed that such measures would have 
finished the disease by the end of 1918, instead of which 
the disease still goes on and there have been well over 
200 cases confirmed up to date. 

It is not necessary to read far in the Annual Report 
of the assistant secretary, Animals Division of the 
Board of Agriculture for 1918 to realise how rabies got 
the upper hand. 

The first muzzling area prescribed was an area of seven 
miles radius from Plymouth, and even in that area a 
dog need not be muzzled provided it was led. Within 
30 miles of Plymouth dogs were to be muzzled unless 
accompanied by a responsible person, when, presumably, 
they ran free and unmuzzled. 

The one thing needful to check and bring to an end 
the whole outbreak was the application of the most de¬ 
termined measures at the commencement. 

It would be interesting to know how far veterinary 
advice was followed. 

One is now quite prepared to go on reading in the 
annual report of a quick succession of extensions of the 
prescribed area, and a quick variation of the muzzling 
restrictions, both unfortunately too late. 

What was done was, in short, thisRestrictions were 
applied after the appearance of the disease instead of 
getting there first, and, for a period of over a month 
after the Board’s first Order, dated September 9th, the 
restrictions applied were not really muzzling restrictions 
at all. Even after dogs were required to be muzzled 
when in a public place, right up to the end of 1918 the 
policy was followed of extending the restrictions over 
much too small an area after the disease showed itself 
outside existing infected areas. 

The policy of waiting for the disease to appear before 
applying restrictions answers no doubt for swine fever, 
where infection does not spread long distances by a run¬ 
away pig. With rabies, by the time the dog is suspected 
and reported the damage has, in most cases, been already 
done, and done over perhaps a considerable area of 
country. 

The public would no doubt have grumbled at severe 
restrictions but this could easily be stopped by enlight¬ 
ening them on the horrors of death from hydrophobia. 

The Assistant Secretary says on page 10 of his report 
that “ a very cursory consideration of the measures en¬ 
forced during the earlier stages of the outbreak, will, it 
is thought, make it apparent that, even without the 
general requirement of muzzling, the restrictions im¬ 
posed were as well calculated to effect the object in view 
as were those adopted in earlier years.” 

It is safe to say that he will have few veterinarians in 
agreement with him on this point. One can only con¬ 
clude that the magnitude of the present outbreak is the 
direct result of the weak measures resorted to during the 
earlier stages of the outbreak. 
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Prof. Qaiger referred to an important point in the 
Babies Order of 1919. The Order says that all dogs 
suffering from or suspected to be suffering Jrom rabies 
shall be destroyed. 

Now this is very necessary np to a certain point, but 
his opinion is that there should be a clause providing 
that m the event of any person having been bitten by 
the dog suspected to be suffering from rabies, efforts 
should be made to secure the dog alive for veterinary 
observation. The living animal is important when a 
person has been bitten because a certain diagnosis can 
be given so early. For the bitten persons earlv diagnosis 
is essential so that they may know whether they should 

S o for treatment or not. If the dog is destroyed the 
rain has to be sent to a laboratory as being the only 
way to get a diagnosis. The examination is done micro¬ 
scopically for negri bodies and should these not be found, 
rabbit inoculation must be resorted to. It may take 
over 15 days to get a diagnosis. In many cases the 
brain has been shattered when the layman destroyed 
the dog and the head arrives decomposed and useless 
for laboratory examination. 

The result of the destruction of suspected cases is that 
those bitten have to go for treatment on the off-chance 
of the dog having been affected with rabies. 

To secure the dog alive is not so difficult as it sounds 
to the uninitiated, especially with cases only suspicious. 
To the layman the first thought when anyone has been 
bitten is to destroy the dog by Bhooting him or otherwise. 
Quite recently in Glasgow a policeman attacked a sus¬ 
pected dog and smashed its head in with a hammer. 
This was applauded by the press as a brave deed ! Ig¬ 
norance results in numbers of dogs being done to death 
in the most shocking fashion. A suspected dog may be 
secured by throwing a double blanket over him and then 
holding him firmly by the neck until two chains can be 
fastened to the collar. He can then be led by two per¬ 
sons, one on either side, and placed in a strong kennel 
behind iron bars for observation. Observation cages 
should be strong. Dogs suffering from furious rabies 
will bend iron bars in their rage when teased, and their 
strength seems almost supernatural. If the dog under 
observation lives for ten days he can safely be declared 
not rabid. No rabid dog recovers. From the time 
symptoms set in, until the disease is far advanced and 
the dog dying or dead, is usually only about three days. 

In connection with the outbreak a great deal more 
publicity would do good. A greater effort might be made 
to educate owners with regard to the important facts. 
In Hove the Corporation chair-storage boxes on the sea¬ 
front display the Order of 1919 in small print and in 
such a position that you have to lie on the beach to read 
it, and not in the cleanest of places either. The brief 
sheet displayed in some of the railway stations could be 
made much more interesting, and would be most effec¬ 
tive if they were illustrated. 

These criticisms may be severe but would seem to be 
well-merited. 

Rabies is the first of the diseases we may expect to be 
imported as a result of the war. Repeated warnings of 
diseases we might expect have been published. One 
wonders if the administrative branch of the Board of 
Agriculture is ready beforehand for the other diseases 
we may expect at any time. How many horse owners 
know what Dourine is 1 How long might Dourine exist 
in this country before it is suspected and diagnosed, and 
will it be easy to eradicate when it comes ? 

Rabies eradication is child’s play to what may yet 
come. 

Any veterinarian would certainly be accused of hold¬ 
ing biassed views if he dwells on the absurdity in this 
country of trying to conduct a campaign against animal 
diseases with a department staffed with men other than 
veterinarians. It would surprise the general public if 


the facts were known. In the British Isles we have five 
veterinary colleges training men to all that is known of 
animal diseases, and yet we find that the Animals Divi¬ 
sion of the Board of Agriculture contains numbers of 
men engaged in dealing with outbreaks of disease with¬ 
out any of this special veterinary training, men appoint¬ 
ed solely by “influence,” and not by qualifications. 
How, then, can we hope to keep these islands free of 
epidemics i Such a system may work with endemic 
diseases, but collapses when any disease new to Britain, 
though familiar to veterinarians, comes to these shores. 

This system is directly responsible for the magnitude 
of the present outbreak of rabies. It does not require 
inner knowledge to make one strongly suspect the same 
system to be at the bottom of our unfortunate adven¬ 
tures with foot-and-mouth disease in recent years. 

Would that such a false system might be swept away 
in the general reconstruction. 


CONDITION OF ARMY HORSES. 

Statements have occasionally been reported in the 
Press during the past few months alleging that the 
Military Authorities have sold horses affected with con¬ 
tagious diseases. These statements, though no doubt 
made in good faith, will not bear investigation, and the 
War Office has no nesitation in assuring the public that 
the Military Authorities concerned take, and have al¬ 
ways taken, such scrupulous care in the treatment of 
horses affected with contagious diseases, that more 
reliance can be placed on an Army animal than on one 
not bought directly from the Army. 

Generally speaking, it is under the heads of Mange 
and Glanders that charges are made against the Military 
Authorities of selling diseased animals, these being the 
two diseases of horses best known to the public. But 
the most unremitting watch is kept over Army horses 
to ensure the detection in its earliest stage of any dis¬ 
ease, and especially of any contagious disease. 

At or about the date of the Armistice, the total 
number of cases of skin disease either diagnosed as or 
suspected of being mange, was only three-quarters per 
cent, of the total annual strength. Of these only one- 
quarter per cent, were undoubted cases of Mange. There 
was a slight increase in the total number under treat¬ 
ment during the Winter months, but the number never 
reached one per cent, of the strength. From November 
1918 to the present date the percentage has fluctuated 
but never been higher than * *9, and has fallen as low as 

*5 per cent., or, in other words, one in two hundred. 

No animal, known by the Military Authorities to be 
the subject of skin disease, is sold, for naturally the last 
thing the Army wishes to do is to infect “civilian” 
horses, or in other words, to vitiate the very market 
which would provide future Army remounts. Between 
November 1918 and April 1919 there were 4466 cases of 
Mange among “ civilian ” horses. Of this number only 
32 were alleged to be due to infection in the Army, but 
the fullest investigation has proved that in practically 
every case a long period, varying from about 3 months 
upwards, had elapsed between sale and infection, while 
in some cases the animal had even passed through 
several hands before being reported to be suffering from 
Mange. 

During the period under review no fewer than 105000 
Army horses were sold in the United Kingdom, and the 
fact that out of this large number only 32 subsequently 
gave rise to suspicion,—and as shown above none of 
these 32 cases will stand investigation—is some evidence 
of the meticulous care taken by the Army Authorities 
and of the thoroughness of a system of treatment which 
can produce such good results. 

Regarding Glanders, during the six months under 
notice there were twenty-one outbreaks in “civilian” 
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life not one of which was reported to be due to Army 
infection. Everyone of the 105000 animals sold was be¬ 
fore sale twice tested for the existence of this disease 
and the thoroughness with which the test was conducted 
is reflected in the result above indicated. 

Epizootic Lymphangitis—a disease not so well known 
to tne British public, but which is dreaded by all who 
have had any practical experience of it after its intro¬ 
duction by surplus Army horses sold at the termination 
of the South African war—has been unknown. 

War Office, Publicity Department. Sept. 4. 

Statement showing the number of cases of Parasitic 
Mange reported in 44 civilian” animals for the six months 
from 1st Nov., 1918, to 30th April, 1919, in the areas 
included in the various Commands of the United King¬ 
dom. Also the number of cases in which it is alleged 
that the infection came from Army animals. 



Cases 

reported 

No. cases alleged 

Commands 

to be due to Army Remarks, 

animals 

Scottish 

475 

Nil. 


Northern 

1161 

2 

In both cases over 3 mths. 
had elapsed between the 
sales and outbreak. 

Western 

789 

3 

These 3 cases occurred 
9, 4, and 3 mths. respec¬ 
tively after sales. 

Eastern 

1399 

18 

In all cases the period be¬ 
tween sale and outbreak 




was considerable. 

Southern 

596 

9 

All these were investigat¬ 
ed and long periods had 
elapsed between sale and 
outbreak. 

Aldershot 

46 

Nil. 



4466 

32 



During the period from 1st Nov., 1918, to 31st July, 
1919} over 105,000 Army animals were disposed at 
auction. 


ROYAL COUNTIES 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
Summer meeting at Reading. 

A meeting was held on Friday, July 25th, when— 
thanks to the admirable arrangements made by the 
executive a most enjoyable day was spent by a large 
party, including many ladies. 

The company assembled at the Caversham Bridge 
Hotel, whicn overlooks the Thames, and luncheon was 
partaken of at the invitation of the President, Mr. Q. P. 
Male. 

Among those present were :—The President and Mrs. 
Male, Mr. J. and Miss Willett, Mr. W. H. Brown, 
London ; Mr. and Miss Slocock, Hounslow ; Mr. and 
Mrs. Wallis Hoare, Cork ; Col. C. M. B. Harris, D.s.o., 
Leamington : Capt. and Mrs. Jurgensen, Arborfield ; 
Major and Mrs. Simpson, d.s.o., Maidenhead ; Mr. H. 
ana Miss Lepper, Aylesbury : Mr. and Miss McIntosh 
and party, London : Mr. F. W., Mrs., and Miss Willett, 
Staines ; Mr. W. C. Hazelton and party, Buckingham ; 
Mr. and Mrs. E. S. Brown, Mr. H. A. MacCormack, 
London: Mr. J. H. Parker, Faringdon; Mr. J. R. 
Baxter, Lechlade; Miss Knight, Mr. J. R. R. Coleman, 
Mr. Chapman, Reading. 

After an excellent repast the President submitted the 
toast of the King and Royal Family, and observed that 
no one had done more to win the peace than our Royal 
Family. (Applause). 

The toast was right loyally received. 


Mr. J. MoInto8H next gave “The Imperial Forces.” 
During the last five years, he said, the very foundations 
of the world had been shaken with the horrors of war. 
While this had meant a great deal of material waste and 
mental suffering it had also aroused the noblest activities 
of human nature; courage, mercy, and sympathy had 
been in evidence throughout this period of extreme 
stress. 

Col. Harris, whose name was associated with the 
toast, made acknowledgement and mentioned that the 
Veterinary profession, owing to its organisation, ad¬ 
ministration, and the work of its officers had helped 
more than we could tell in bringing about peace. 

Mr. Wallis Hoare, in a humorous speech proposed 
the toast of the Royal Counties Veterinary Medical 
Association. He looked upon their Association as 
Royal by name and Royal by nature. He coupled with 
the toast the names of their President and Mrs. Male to 
whom they were all most grateful for all their kindness. 
(Applause). 

Mr. Male expressed his and his wife’s thanks for the 
way in which the toast of his and his wife’s health had 
been proposed and received. It had given Mrs. Male 
and himself the greatest pleasure to welcome their 
guests that day and he was especially pleased at the 
presence of so many ladies to grace the proceedings. 
The help of the ladies had been invaluable to many 
practitioners during the last five years and it was only 
right that they should participate in the pleasures as 
well. He had beard rumours that ladies might shortly 
be allowed to enter their profession and he was sure 
they would be a success. He also welcomed those mem¬ 
bers who had returned from their wanderings in France 
Egypt and other places during the last four years, and 
hoped now they had reached the “Promised Land” they 
would find it flowing with milk and honey, and perhaps 
something a little stronger. He congratulated tnem on 
their safe return. Mr. Wallis Hoare has spoken of 
their hospitality but it was as nothing to that he experi¬ 
enced when in Ireland. He was very nearly killed with 
kindness. He hoped they would all have a happy day. 

The launch being in readiness the company got aboard 
and a very pleasant and interesting trip was made up 
the Thames to Goring. The weather was favourable 
and the scenery delightful, being some of the prettiest 
reaches of the river. 

Tea was provided on a lawn overlooking the river 
and after a stroll the return journey was made, the party 
arriving in time to catch their respective trains home. 

The Business Meeting. The necessary business was 
transacted on the journey up the river. 

The minutes of the last meeting were taken as read. 

The President announced that a circular letter had 
been received from the President of the R.C.V.S. which 
had also been sent to other associations with a suggested 
resolution for the Ministry of Health. 

The Sub-Committee consisting of Major Simpeon, 
Mr. J. C. Coleman and himself had met and duly con¬ 
sidered this letter, following the instructions received 
at their last meeting. They had forwarded the sugges¬ 
ted resolution to the Ministry of Health with this addi¬ 
tion. 

44 We are also of the opinion that the time has arrived 
when there should be a Vety. Dept, administered by a 
member of our profession who should be directly re¬ 
sponsible to the Ministerial head through the permanent 
head of the Department. 

This department should exercise administrative and 
executive control of the Diseases of Animals Acts and 
all matters of Public Health where animals are con¬ 
cerned.” 

A letter was also written to the R.C.V.S. to the same 
effect which had been acknowledged. 

Mr. Male hoped that the members would approve 
the action of the sub-Committee. 
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Mi. McIntosh said they certainly approved the resolu¬ 
tion and thought the members were much indebted to 
the sub-Committee for the care and attention they had 
given to the matter. 

Mr. MacCo&mack seconded, and the meeting unan¬ 
imously endorsed the action of the sub-Committee. 

On the motion of Major Simpson, seconded by Mr. 

F. W. Willett, it was agreed to send copies of the resolu¬ 
tion to every member of the Association and to the 
local Members of Parliament with a request that they 
exercise their influence in the matter. 

It was decided to hold the November meeting in 
London. 

The following were elected members of the Associa¬ 
tion, proposed by Mr. J. C. Coleman, seconded by Mr. 

G. P. Male :—Mr. R. C. G. Hancock, m.k.c.v.8., Ux¬ 
bridge ; Mr. A. S. Adams, m.b.c.v.8., Dursley, Glos. ; 
Mr. W. F. Maynard, m.r.c.v.8., Romsey, Hants. 

This concluded the business. 


CAREERS FOR EX-SERVICE MEN. 

One of the most important features of the measures 
for resettling ex-service men in civil life is the Govern¬ 
ment scheme whereby ex-officers and other ranks of good 
education may be assisted to take up or resume training 
for business and professional careers. In the phase of 
the work dealt with bv the Appointments Department 
of the Ministry of Labour, training is arranged for in 
offices and works etc., and the co-operation of employers 
is therefore essential to success. Many employers have 
responded to the appeal which has been made to them 
with the greatest willingness and although the scheme 
has only been working fully for a comparatively short 
time, over 3,500 students are now in training. A con¬ 
siderable number of candidates have shewn 'themselves 
anxious to qualify as veterinary surgeons, and, up to 
22nd August, 99 had been placed in training vacancies. 
The number of applicants however, is very greatly in 
excess of the number of training vacancies available, and 
employers who can help by offering to train suitable 
candidates are urgently requested to communicate with 
the nearest district office of the Appointments Depart- 
mens. It should be added that in cases where it is 
proved necessary, grants are made to students to assist 
in payment of their fees and maintenance during the 
period of training. 


IN RE ARMY BOARDED-OUT HORSES. 

To the Editor of“ The Veterinary Record ” 

Sir,—A few days ago I received one of those ridiculous 
offers of 30/- a year etc., and free Mallein, which origi¬ 
nate from that place called the War Office. I may say 
that a few months ago I was asked to take on the atten¬ 
dance for a number of isolated horses, here, there and 
everywhere, and no terms fixed or even spoken of. I 
have since then attended and supplied medicine in two 
cases, one a light case involving extra expense for a car 
etc. I have replied that I cannot see my way to give 
what I consider satisfactory attention for the money, 
and declined the offer ; and I have also written to the 
farmers who are parties to the arrangement telling them 
this. The day after I sent off this reply I was called to 
a client of mine 8 miles away, and whilst talking to him 
I ascertained that he had recently got two horses under 
this scheme and had mentioned my name as being his 
usoal V.S. attendant, and in due course he got a notice 
back saying that Mr. “So-and-so” was given charge of 
these animals, this other gentleman hailing from 12 
miles on the other side ! I nope he can manage to make 
it pay but I am doubtful! I have also put in my bill | 


up till 31st August for the two cases I attended, “at the 
ordinary professional fees that I receive in my practice.” 
I for one will have nothing to do with, or encourage in 
any way, an arrangement which is only going to lead to 
ill feeling amongst neighbour practitioners, and at the 
same time induce some who are inclined to poach to in¬ 
dulge in a favourite sport more than they would other¬ 
wise have opportunity for.—I remain Sir, yours etc., 

John A. Cunningham, m.r.c.v.s. 


COLONIAL APPOINTMENTS. 

Dear Sir,— I beg to lodge a strong protest against a 
letter signed by “Malaya” in your issue of 12th July, 
and to support Prof. Gaiger’s letter. 

As a colonial civil servant of 17 year's service, and 
speaking for numbers of others who have been caught 
in the same trap, I strongly warn graduates not to 
accept these seemingly good appointments withont very 
careful examination. 

“ Malaya” is talking very loosely when he says “ civil 
servants are precluded from entering into adverse crit¬ 
icism of appointments.” Is this one of the perquisites 
of appointments in the Malay States? He also considers 
it strange that a professional man expects a first-class 
passage on a mail steamer ; possibly he is more ac- 
quaintained with cattle boats than mail steamers, as his 
only conception of the first-class mail boat berth is that 
one is travelling in state; I have, upon one occasion 
during my many trips, taken out a second-class ticket, 
but fortunately was able to induce the purser to change 
the berth en route for a first-class one. 

Some of the Colonies are adopting the practice of 
offering what appears to be a high salary to a newly 
qualified man, inducing him to remain sufficiently long 
in their country to have abandoned all his boats as re- 
ards private practice at home, and when he has settled 
own to colonial life, he finds that the cost of living is 
very high, increases few and far between, while owing 
to nis headquarters not being a permanent fixture he is 
unable to establish a proper home, and his incidental 
expenses are then enormous as he has to live in hired 
houses or purchase and sell out upon each movement; 
he cannot fix up any proper establishment for himself 
or family, and he has not got the goodwill of a practice, 
which he would have in private practice shovld he wish 
to retire or move to otoer parts. In this way living as 
a civil servant is very much higher than that of a pro¬ 
fessional man in private life, and in this particular 
part, the cost of living is probably about 200% higher 
than in England. 

Should the civil servant wish to return to his home 
in England every five or six years, this trip will 
probably take up the whole of his savings, and in later 
life when he has a family, he will find that he is unable 
to go at all. 

South Africa, Yis Unita Fortiob. 

August 11. 


UNQUALIFIED ASSISTANTS. 

I notice my last letter to your paper has drawn several 
replies—some for and some against. 

I can assure “ Purist ” that the reason my letter did 
not carry my name and address was fear of injuring 
former assistants—not for the R.C.V.S., and, by the 
wav, I cannot find the name “ Purist ” in the Register. 

I agree with “ Purist,” we have tolerated unqualified 
men far too long, but to suddenly exterminate them 
without a chance of replacing them appears too drastic. 

My experience is that the day of the “smart ex-groom ” 
is gone, our farmers are too well educated themselves to 
take aavice from such a source now-a-days. 
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With “Junior Member” I heartily sympathise. He 
does not belie his name when he tells us it is our duty 
to lend a helping hand to the young member, and £300 
per annum is bad pay. Does he really believe we 
country practitioners can afford the time, and £300 a 
year, to teach him the application of the theory taught 
in College. 

Certainly we might be a mutual help, but we also 
must move with the times, the farmer being ever ready 
to tell of, and accept new methods, ana up-to-date 
treatments. 

I would much prefer qualified assistants, but until we 
can get them with an ordinary every-day knowledge of 
the treatment of animals in health, as well as in disease, 
we are forced to retain our unqualified men. 

“Junior Member ” seems to think that I am difficult 
to suit; but it is my clients who decide the merits of an 
asiistant for me. 

“ Country Cousin ” is evidently placed much in the 
same position as myself as regards assistants. I endorse 
everything he says as to complusory pupilage, etc. 

“ Farmer’s Son, now V.S.” 

Sir,—“ Purist” writes, that unqualified assistants 
have been tolerated long enough. During the war they 
were continually advertised for in The Record to act as 
locum in practices—both large and small. These men 
have done good work for the country, and the great 
majority of the men have been pupils in Veterinary 
practices, and many have gone so far into the college 
curriculum which they have had to give up through no 
fault of their own. To say everyone knows they are un¬ 
trained empirics is a mis-statement. That they have 
made themselves proficient at their job is pretty con¬ 
clusively proved by the fact that they are employed in 

f ractices in preference to the newly-fledged graduate. 

'armers are good judges if a man is competent or not, 
and unless the unregistered men were up their work 
they would, as “Purist” has it, have been “exterminated” 
long ago, for the simple reason no one would have em¬ 
ployed the men. I Quite agree that a check should be 

E ut on men whose only experience in veterinary work 
as been since the war in the A.V.C., from becoming 
assistants, or starting in unqualified practice. Then 
you would have ex-grooms in numbers. 

There is something very un-English in turning down 
a man who has made this his life-work, and, as 1 have 
pointed out, has helped to carry on for the very men 
who would now try to stop him.—I am yours, 

“ Fairplay.” 

Sir,—May I be allowed to utter a word of protest at 
the disgusting and unjustifiable manner in which your 
correspondents—“Farmer’s son now V.S.” “Perplexed” 
and “Country Cousin” choose to abuse the personal 
character and belittle the professional ability of qualified 
assistants. Their remarks would lead any layman to the 
conclusion that the majority of recent graduates are 
either rogues, drunkards, or else entirely ignorant of 
their professional work. 

Whilst your advertisement columns are full of appli¬ 
cations from qualified men seeking appointments, and 
your correspondents denounce qualified assistants as 
dishonest, incompetent or worshippers at the shrine of 
Bacchus, a leading Agricultural Journal (which gives its 
readers free veterinary advice) publishes an advertise¬ 
ment from my Alma Mater lauding the prospects of the 
veterinary profession. 

It is surely time the younger members should stand 
up and protest in no uncertain manner against this em¬ 
ployment by large practitioners of “Empirics,” and 
claim their due position in the affairs of the profession. 


If qualified assistants were paid a salary commensu¬ 
rate with the present high cost of living and the social 
position they should occupy, we should hear fewer com¬ 
plaints from dissatisfied employers. 

If “Farmer’s Son, now V.S.” is unable to get his clients 
to accept the services of qualified assistants, then the 
sooner some of Spiro’s “one month trial wanglers” dis¬ 
cover this pitch and other similar spots the better it 
will be for the profession as a whole. 

If large practitioners are to be allowed to work huge 
areas with unqualified labour, then the sooner we admit 
that there is no such thing as “unprofessional conduct” 
the better. 

Unless the bye law to prohibit unqualified assistants 
is passed then it is up to the qualified assistants to re¬ 
fuse to subscribe to the funds of the College. 

Since “Farmer’s Son, now V.S.” manages to pay his 
unqualified man with six children the princely salary of 
£300 a year, it would be interesting to know what re¬ 
muneration the average qualified assistant receives. 

Faithfully yours, 

“Qualified Assistant.” 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 

Andrews, F. J., Capt. R.A.V.C., 1918-19 £2 2 0 

Ashley, F. G., Dalston, Cumberland 110 

Harvey, F. T., St. Colamb 110 

Lewis, R. L., Capt. R.A.V.C., 1918-1919 2 2 0 

Meadows, D., District Jheluxn, India 

(donation) 3 0 0 
Murphy, M. A., Lieut. r.a.v.c., 1917,18,19 3 3 0 
Pearce, E. A., Capt. r.a.v.c. 110 

Williams,W. A., renypound, Abergavenny 110 
Previously acknowledged £947 5 10 

Sept. 9th , 1919. £961 16 10 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extracts from London. Qatette 

War Office, Whitehall, Aug. 27. 
Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Sept. 2. 

Temp. Capt. C. W. B. Sikes relinquishes the actg. rank 
of Maj. on ceasing to hold the appt. of D A.D.V.S. (Apr. 
11). (Substituted for notification in Gazette May 5). 

Capts. to be act. Majs. while holding the appt. of 
D.A.D.V.S.F. B. Hayes, H. D. Lewis, G. A. Kelly, 
(Feb. 25,1918); W. H. Thomas (Feb. 25 to Nov. 4,1918): 
G. V. Golding (Feb. 25 to July 25, 1918) ; H. C. Stewart 
(Feb. 25, 1918, to April 25) ; T. J. Davis (Nov. 2, 1918). 

Sept. 3 

Capt J. M. Richardson, m.c. (t.f.), relinquishes acting 
rank of Maj. on ceasing to hold appt. of D.A.D.V.S. 
(May 29). 

General Reserve of Officers, 

Capt. and Bt. Maj. J. W. Rainey, o.b.e. (late temp. Lt.- 
Col.), to be Lt.-Col. (July 1). 

Sept. 4. 

Capt H. C. Jagger (t-f.) relinquishes the actg. rank of 
Lt.*Col. on ceasing to hold the appt. of A.D.V.S. 
(March 27) (substituted for the notification in the 
Gazette of June 17). 
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Cfcpt. H. Peele (t.fA relinquishes the actg. rank of Maj. 
on ceasing to hold the appt. of D.A.D. V.8. (March 22) 
(substituted for the notification in the Gazette of 
Jane 17). 

Capt. J. Rae, d.s.o., Spec. Res., relinquishes the actg. 
rank of Maj. on ceasing to hold a Spec. Appt. (June 1). 

Temp. Lit. H. E. A. Charles relinquishes his comma, on 
completion of service (Feb. 5), and retains the rank of 
Lieut. -v 

Sept 5. 

Temp. Capt. J. N. Glass relinquisues the actg. rank of 
Maj. on ceasing to hold the appt. of D.A.D.V.S. (June 
19). (Substituted for the notification in the Gazette 
of Aug. 21). 

Sept. 6. 

Capt. W. J. Dale retires, receiving a gratuity (Sept. 7), 
and is granted the rank of Lt.-Col. 

Capt. W. J. Dale relinquishes the actg. rank of Lt.-Col. 
on ceasing to be empld. as A.D.V.S. (June 80). 

Temp. Capt. G. Sutton, p.r.c.v.8 , relinquishes the actg. 
rank of Maj. (Feb. 9) (substituted for the notification 
in Gazette of April 24). 


Cow dying: from Tuberculosis on the Common. 

By the action of Inspector Keeler, R.S.P.C.A., the 
strange case of a tuberculous cow found dying on Mit¬ 
cham Common was brought before the Croydon County 
Bench. 

Frederick Barrett, senior, cartage contractor, of Cran- 
mer Farm, Commonside East, Mitcham, was summoned 
for having failed to give the cow proper care and atten¬ 
tion. 

The inspector said that on August 8th he was patrol¬ 
ling Mitcham Common and noticed the heavy breathing 
of a cow, which had a large abscess on each side of the 
throat. It was very lame on one leg. On a shoulder 
there was a large swelling, arising from a deformed and 
diseased joint. 

Believing the animal to be tuberculous, witness sent 
for the sanitary inspector and a veterinary surgeon, who 
immediately had it killed. The post-mortem examina¬ 
tion the next day revealed tuberculosis all over the 
body, which was in very poor condition. 

Defendant, seen on the 12th, said he was seldom at 
home, and did not know of the condition of the cow. 
Up to the day it was destroyed he and his family had 
consumed its milk. Had he known the facts he would 
not have done that. The swelling on the cow he had 
plastered some time before. He did not profess to have 
any knowledge of cows, but was intending to have this 
one killed because of its poor condition. 

Mr. F. G. Samson, m.r.c.v.s., who saw the cow the 
day the inspector found it* said it was in great pain 
through the shoulder joint having been thrown com¬ 
pletely out of place. The lumps at the side of the throat 
were each the size of a cocoanut. These were full of 
cheesy tuberculous natter. The lungs were almost 
choked with tuberculous matter. It was a marvel how 
the animal had remained alive. This was one of the 
worst cases he had ever seen. 

“What about the milk?” asked the Chairman (Sir 

^Witness rejdiecl that it would be risky for anyone to 
drink it, and, if children were about, the sputum which 
the cow coughed up would be deleterious. 

Defendant said fie had been away ten days. He had 
only this one cow, which had broken the fence down 
and got on to the Common. 

A fine of £5 was imposed and £3 3s. costs. 

“Consider yourself fortunate,” said the Chairman, 
“that the summons was in such a form that we have to 
Umit ourselves to this penalty ; it is a very serious case 
indeed.”— Surrey County Reporter. 


Transmission of Hereditary Diseases—What 
part do mares play? 

[The following sentences are from an article by 
M.R.C.V.S. in a recent issue of The North British Agri¬ 
culturist. The subject is not a new one—witness the 
attention that was drawn to the subject some half dozen 
years ago, on the sale of so many useful brood mares to 
Continental buyers—but it is necessary to repeat and 
urge the importance of the argument. No doubt there 
is less mongrel breeding practised than there was even 
a few years ago. but there is still too much of it amongst 
some classes of farmers, and it is necessary to continue the 
teaching until the practice is acknowledged to be a dis¬ 
tinct evil, both in the interest of the individual and of 
the State. Our economies are a National need.] 

u The exact influence the mare has on the foal or off¬ 
spring remains yet to be determined. It is known, that 
some mares have a great influence on their progeny, 
even when bred to different stallions. Certain charac¬ 
teristics of the mare, such as temper and colour, can be 
easily seen in the offspring. Conformation seems to a 
certain extent to be transmitted to foals, and good or 
bad points come well out in some classes of mares. If 
these facts are true of certain external characteristics in 
breeding, it does not take a great stretch of imagination 
to believe that certain internal characteristics are also 
likely to be transmitted. 

Admitting that external and internal characteristics 
are both to a certain extent capable of transmission from 
dam to offspring, we may consider how far or to what 
extent mares transmit disease to their foals or offspriug. 
This is a subject which must be considered if healthy 
foals are to be bred and the live stock of this country 
maintained. Something has undoubtedly been done in 
the registration of travelling stallions, and a small num¬ 
ber of mares have been allocated by the Government 
for “ breeding purposes ” under certain conditions. 
Grants have been given to subsidise stallions, but has 
the classification of mares been attended to 1 

All mares ought to be branded and registered, after a 
careful and impartial veterinary examination, as to their 
fitness to breed sound and suitable classes of stock. for 
the various requirements of this country ? Until this is 
done—carefully, generally, impartially, and methodically 
our stocks can not be expected to improve but, rather 
to go back both in quantity and quality. Depend upon 
it, this subject of having healthy, and suitable brood 
mares must be tackled, and the sooner the better for all 
horse breeders in the British Isles.” 


Personal. 

Rabagliati. —On the 31st Aug., at Cairo, the wife of 
Major D. S. Rabagliati, m.r.c.v.s., o.b.r., Zeitoun, Egypt 
—a daughter. 


The Town Council of Maybole, as trustees of the 
£2000 given by Mr. A. I. MacCallum, m.r.c.v.s., j p., 
Edinburgh, for the purpose of granting bursaries to 
veterinary students born in certain parishes of Ayrshire, 
has recommended that Mr. Robert H. Hope, Kirk- 
michael, be awarded a bursary. Mr. Hope intends 
starting his studies at the Dick College next session. 


Mr. W. J. Young, f.r.c.v.s., d.v.s.m., has presented 
200 horse-shoes, suitable for teaching purposes, to the 
Glasgow Veterinary College. Some years ago Mr. 
Young gave a similar number and the equipment of the 
shoeing forge to the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College. 
The shoes are coated with aluminium paint and are 
unique in character. Additional interest in the shoes 
lies in the fact that they have all been worn. At the 
present time Mr. Young has loan collections of shoes in 
various museums. 
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OBITUARY. 

Henry Tait, m.r.c.v.s., Forfar. 

1867. Edin : July 1881. 

After a short illness following a period of ill-health, 
Mr. Henry Tait passed away on September 4, at the age 
of 75. Mr. Tait belonged to Meigle, where his father 
was in practice on an extensive scale as a veterinary 
surgeon, and in addition to himself several other 
members of the family took up the same profession. 
Mr. Tait began on his own account at Glamis, and was 
in practice there for about 20 years. After his appoint¬ 
ment as veterinary inspector under the Local authority 
for the County and the Board of Agriculture, he made 
Forfar his headquarters, and continued practising there 
for another 25 years. In his professional capacity, and 
by reason of his long connection with the district he 
was well-known among the agricultural community, 
and as widely respected. Mr. Tait was predeceased by 
his wife about nine years ago. 

P. G. Bond, m.rc.v.s., Union Street, Plymouth. 

Graduated Lond : March, 1886. 

Mr. Peter Gillard Bond, one of the best known veteri¬ 
nary surgeons in the Plymouth district, has not long 
survived nis old friend and fellow practitioner, the late 
Mr. Bloye. After an illness of considerable duration, 
Mr. Bond passed away at his home, on Monday evening, 
Sept. 1st, at the age of 67. A native of Kinsgbridge, and 
the son of a yeoman, he, while still in his teens, left home 
and obtained employment with a noted firm of chemists 
in London. Whilst so engaged he saved enough money 
to pay his student’s fees in order to realise his ambition 
of becoming a qualified veterinary surgeon. At the 
Royal Veterinary College, London, he worked hard, and 


distinguished himself, gained a silver medal in cattle 
pathology and was first FitzWygram prizeman in 1886. 
In the same year he established himself at Plymouth, 
and founded an extensive practice in South Devon and 
East Cornwall. For many years he had been an inspec¬ 
tor under the Board of Agriculture. 

He was a keen follower of the Dartmoor hounds for 
many years, under three M.F.H., and was greatly 
respected by them all. In addition to his professional 
work, he did a greit deal, and at his own cost, to pro¬ 
mote a better class of horse-breeding in the district, and 
for that was warmly commended by officials of the 
Board of Agriculture. An esteemed member of the 
Plymouth Institution, he quite recently delivered two 
highly interesting and admirably illustrated lectures. 
Both related to his own country—the South Hams— 
which he loved so well, and of whose families, old cus¬ 
toms, and folk-lore he had a remarkable fund of know¬ 
ledge. One of the lectures was devoted to those 
natives of the district who had exercised great influence 
in various ways at Plymouth, and the other dealt with 
men and women of the South Hams who had rendered 
great service to the State as legislators, soldiers, sailors, 
chemists, lawyers, merchants, etc. He had also lectured 
before the chemical section of the Plymouth Institution, 
and often took part in its debates. 

He leaves a widow, to whom will be extended the 
sympathy of a large circle of friends who esteemed her 
husband for his skill and knowledge, sterling integrity, 
and a never-failing geniality and desire to serve.— The 
Western Morning News. 
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The Microscope in Practice. 

Despite the excellent microsoopic training which 
all veterinary students have received for many years 
past, the use of the microscope in general practice 
remains very limited. In the case of not a few 
practitioners, anthrax, mange, sheep-scab, and 
bovine tuberculosis almost exhaust the list of con¬ 
ditions the microscope is used to diagnose ; and of 
course there are many practices in which one or 
more of these diseases may never be seen. Others 
go further ; but probably comparatively few work¬ 
ing clinicians yet use the microscope as often as it 
ought to be used. 

This is not at all surprising. Twenty years ago, 
the influence of the man who never used a micro¬ 
scope at all was so preponderant in general practice 
that the surprising thing really is, not that some 
portion of it still remains, but that it has diminished 
so rapidly. Probably more than half the members 
now qualified have worked under such men at some 
period; and naturally some effects are still seen. 
But the number of men who never use the micro¬ 
scope is lessening every year, and those who do use 
it are learning to do so more frequently; yet it may 
need another generation to give the instrument its 
proper place in practice. 

One not uncommon failing of English practi¬ 
tioners is to confine their microscopic examinations 
to cases which clinically suggest one of a compara¬ 
tively few diseases. What is wanted is an extension 
of the field, and often a revival or improvement in 
general microscopical knowledge. Given these, the 
microscope may be much more use in practice than 
many men suppose. 

Even in the difficult subject of bacteriology, the 
general practitioner might accomplish more than he 
often attempts. It is true that, lacking facilities 
for cultural and inoculation experiments, a great 
deal of exact bacteriological work is beyond his 
reach. Yet there are many every-day cases in 
in which the examination of smears or scrapings, 
if it does not yield an accurate diagnosis, might 
nevertheless give useful hints. The bacteriology of 
wounds is a good example. 

Pathological histology, also, might be more 
studied by clinicians. If a man has learned section 
cutting—which it is not impossible to acquire even 
after College days—and possesses a comparatively 
cheap and simple microtome, a great deal of histo¬ 
logical work ean be done with the material found 
in every practice. The systematic examination of 
all tumours removed, for instance, would often be 
of real practical value. This subject often interests 
students, and it is strange that so few should follow 
it up in after days. 


A simple treatment against Lice. 

The following treatment against lice, which is 
recommended for human practice by Faniel, deserves 
to be adopted in veterinary work. The only pre¬ 
caution neoessary in employing it is the avoidance 
of fire. It simply consists in the application of a 
mixture of equal parts of xylol, sulphuric ether, and 
alcohol at 94% strength. 

In uncomplicated phthiriasis it is sufficient to 
well wash the hairs with cotton wool soaked in this 
lotion. One unpleasant drawback is the sensitiv- 
ness of the scrotum, whioh is frequently irritated 
by the lotion. (Presumably the last sentence refers 
to treatment against Pediculus pubis in human 
practice.— Transl.) In all oases it is advisable for 
the lotion to reach the skin well. The great ad¬ 
vantage that Faniel has found in this method is 
that the result is rapid, and may be said to be 
immediate. Moreover, the body does not retain 
the odour of tbe lotion, the lotion itself rapidly 
evaporates, and a quarter of an hour after the 
washing, the hairs are all dry and clean. 

The results obtained by the author in the treat¬ 
ment of phthiriasis led him to apply the method to 
other cutaneous affections. In one case of tinea 
tonsurans he* obtained success by washing the 
affected part, then rubbing it with xylol-etber- 
alcobol lotion for ten minutes, and finally applying, 
without friction, an ointment containing salicylic 
acid and tar. The formula for tbe latter was 40 
centigrammes of salicylic acid, 4 grammes of coal- 
tar, and 40 grammes of pure vaseline .—(Revista de 
Higicne y Sanidad Veterinarian. 

W.R.C. 


NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

Eastern Counties Division. 

The Eastern Counties Veterinary Medical Association 
held a meeting on Thursday, Sept. 11th, at Goode’s 
Assembly Rooms at Yarmouth, when to make the 
gathering of a social character members were invited to 
bring their wives. Luncheon was first served, after 
which the members dealt with an agenda of business 
which was followed by tea. The President, Mr. John 
Barr (Acle) was in the chair and the following members 
were presentMessrs. E. Margarson, Swaffham ; T. J. 
Faithful!, Halstead ; H. L. Roberts, Ipswich ; H. Low, 
Norwich ; J. M. Currie, Lowestoft; S. Hill, Rudbam ; 
W. Shipley, Gt. Yarmouth ; C. Neal in*?, Framlingham ; 
R. C. Baxter, Downham: T. Love, North Walabam ; 
J. Thurston, Fressingfield ; W. Waters, Blofield; P.R. 
Turner, Bury St. Edmonds; Harry P. Standley, 
Norwich, Hon. Sec. 
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Visitors:—Messrs. K. B. Palmer, Warwick; R. Cornell 
and R. Bolmes, Ipswich • and T. Tunney, Norwich. 

Letters regretting inability to attend were received 
from Messrs. J. J. Scott, Colchester; A. Holl, New 
Buckenham ; J. Buckingham, Harleston ; H. Bucking¬ 
ham, Norwich ; A. Castle, Ipswich ; E. Leach, New¬ 
market ; D. Jack, Lynn ; M. Bray, Docking ; H. Downe, 
Dies: J. Hammond, Bale; W.Turtill, Wickham Market; 
W. L. Little, Dublin; T. G. Heatley, Wood bridge ; 
Prof. Wooldridge, London ; J. K. Goocn, Reepham. 

New Members. On the proposal of the President, 
seconded by Mr. Currie, Lowestoft, Mr. William Shipley, 
Yarmouth, and Mr. P. R. Turner, Bury St. Edmunds, 
were elected members. 

The President nominated M r. H. L. Roberts, Ipswich, 
as a new member ; Mr. H. P. Stand ley seconded, and 
the nomination was accepted. 

Corresjxmdence. Mr. H. P. Standley (Hon. Sec.) 
said that at the last meeting at Ipswich it was decidea 
to buy a new pair of tooth shears, but since then a 
member remembered he had the old pair and forwarded 
them to Norwich so that he had not ordered another set. 

A letter from the Ministry of Health in reply to the 
Society’s suggestion that there should be at least one 
veterinary surgeon on the Consultative Council to be set 
up by the Ministry of Health included the answer of Dr. 
Addison to a Parliamentary question in which he said, 
I cannot agree such appointments would be desirable 
in every Consultative Committee. 

Mr. H. L. Roberts said human and veterinary work 
could not be absolutely divided. One never knew when 
the question of milk hygiene was going to crop up, even 
in a discussion of the health of children. The question 
of dirty milk as opposed to tuberculous milk was quite 
within the province of the veterinary surgeon, and it 
was important there should be a veterinary surgeon on 
every consultative committee. They must be there 
every time the doctor was, and the doctor would be 
there the whole time. They should again claim represen¬ 
tation. 

Mr. Standley said this was an impoftant matter. If 
medical men were to be allowed to inspect cowhouses 
and milk under the Dairy Act, veterinary surgeons 
would be throwing away work. 

Mr. Faithfull said that under the Dairies Act it was 
laid down that a veterinary surgeon must be employed 
to examine cattle and milk. 

Mr. Roberts said that if there was no veterinary 
surgeon on the consultative councils the work would be 
badly done. Whatever he advised the medical officer 
would follow. 

Mr. Faithfull moved they should urge the appoint¬ 
ment of veterinary surgeons on the consultative councils. 

Mr. Standley seconded, and this was carried. 

Next Meeting. Mr. E. Margarson moved that the 
annual meeting be held at Norwich in February. Mr. 
W. Shipley seconded and this was agreed to. 

FUTURE OF VETERINARY EDUCATION. 

Mr. T. J. Faithfull, Sudbury. 

The subject of veterinary education is an important 
one, and I am glad of an opportunity of bringing it be¬ 
fore you. The body of my paper has already appeared 
in The Veterinary Journal , I must therefore apologise 
to anyone present who has read it. However, I feel no 
very great compunction in dishing up old fare for your 
consumption because, as an Irishman might say, the 
best part of a paper is the discussion, and I hope to-day 
we shall get a good one. 

With reconstruction going on all round us the pro¬ 
fession cannot afford to leave the question of veterinary 
education alone any longer. Though at present we have 
an abnormal number of students at the schools, by the 


time any alterations can come into effect things will 
again be normal. 

The recent Education Act, together with other influ¬ 
ences which have been at work lor some time, is likely 
to profoundly alter secondary education, and the curri¬ 
culum of our veterinary schools should be altered so as 
to fit in with the new state of things. 

Before putting down what may, I hope, prove a basis 
for discussion, I wish to make it quite clear that I am 
not one of those who advocate a five years course for 
the veterinary diploma. I believe that our confreres 
in the medical profession were ill-advised when they 
extended the course for the normal qualification. Mucn 
work in subsidiary branches of medical practice has 
been lost to the profession which might have been re¬ 
tained if, instead of extension, they had gone in for re¬ 
arrangement of studies and increased facilities for post¬ 
graduate work. Recently it has appeared in discussion 
on the Anaesthetics Bill that some men employ quacks 
to do their castration work for them, an ominous sign 
which may well lead to the ultimate loss of this work 
to the profession. 

For this reason we should carefully consider the effect 
of extension on our work. I hold that four years at a 
veterinary school should bring a student (male or female) 
to that stage where, if he intends to go into .'practice, he 
would be able to act intelligently as an assistant while 
learning to apply his theoretical knowledge ; or to where, 
in an Army School, School of Tropical Medicine, School 
of Veterinary Sanitary Science, etc., he could commence 
his specialised studies. 

Elementary Education. 

Many secondary schools now teach elementary chemi¬ 
stry, botany, and zoology. Further, the evolutionary 
theory has so entered into the substance of thought 
that all subjects are being taught in relation to it. There 
should, therefore, be no need lor a veterinary student to 
study these subjects in an elementary manner at veteri¬ 
nary schools, or to spend part of his first year learning 
to think in terms of development. 

I hope that it will not be long before a leaving certifi¬ 
cate will be granted to students of a certain standard 
when leaving their secondary school, which certificate, 
if standardised by the Board of Education, should be 
accepted by the R.C.V.S. as evidence of a satisfactory 
preliminary education on the part of proposed students. 

The age at which a student should be accepted for 
his first veterinary examination should, I think, be raised, 
and satisfactory evidence should be produced that the 
student has received instruction in English, mathe¬ 
matics, elementary botany and zoology, chemistry, 
physics, Latin and two modern languages. It may be 
suggested that raising the age at which a student may 
commence studies and requiring from him a wider pre¬ 
liminary education is tantamount to extending the 
qualification course, but this is not the case. The ex¬ 
pense of study at a High School, Grammar School, or 
other secondary school in the neighbourhood of the boy’s 
own home is not nearly so expensive as keeping him at 
one of the few centres where the specialised education 
can be obtained. Of course another year at one of the 
favourite public schools would probably be as expensive, 
but with good teaching fairly close at hand in every 
county there will not be the same keenness as there has 
been in the past to send children half way across Eng¬ 
land to some special school. 

If this arrangement of preliminary studies was adopted, 
it might be necessary for a year or two for die R.C.V.S. 
to hold a preliminary examination in biology, chemistry, 
and physics for proposed students who had not taken 
one or all these subjects at their secondary school, but 
the candidate should be allowed to obtain the necessary 
instruction wherever he might wish. 
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Thb Veterinary Course. 

It must not be thought, because I would relegate ele¬ 
mentary zoology and chemistry to the secondary edu¬ 
cation period, that I would wish to see these departments 
abolished from our veterinary schools: far from it. I 
want to see both these departments more fully utilised 
than they have been in the past. The physics laboratory 
at those schools which possess one might well be done 
away with, making room, perhaps, for a physiological 
laboratory, where experiments in dietetics and other 
subjects could be earned on by comparative physiolo¬ 
gists. 

First Year’s Study. The veterinary student arriving 
at his college with a good grounding in some of the sub¬ 
jects now taken in his first year, should take comparative 
anatomy as his chief subject, but I advocate the post¬ 
ponement of the examination to the end of the second 
year. This would enable the teachers to adopt a more 
rational method of instruction than the present system 
of examination allows. In the first year I would also 
require the student to continue his study of zoology by 
attending theoretical and practical courses of instruction 
in protozoology, helminthology, and entomology. In¬ 
struction in these subjects should pave the way for the 
study of medical protozoology, parasitology, and preven¬ 
tive medicine of the third and fourth years, and bring 
the student into intimate relation with his microscope, a 
close companionship which should be continued until 
the end of his professional life. 

The last subject I would place in the curriculum for 
the first year is stable management, including the hand¬ 
ling of animals. The subject cannot be commenced too 
early ; further, it is an open-air subject, and gives the 
student a much needed relief from the laboratory and 
lecture hall. 

Second Year. In the second year, as at present, the 
study of comparative anatomy should be continued. 
Comparative physiology and histology should, of course, 
also be given the important position they now hold. 
The third subject might, I think, be called veterinary 
hygiene, part I., which should include dietetics and the 
study of poisonous plants, nor can I over emphasise the 
importance of there being close co-operation between 
the professors of physiology and dietetics. 

Third Year. Here, again, the position of pathology 
and bacteriology should remain as at present, but the 
laboratory work should be spread over a larger part of 
the year. The second subject might be veterinary hy¬ 
giene, part II., including meat inspection, the chemistry 
of water and food analysis, and veterinary toxicology, 
the third subject being materia medica and pharma¬ 
cology, which should be taught as a natural sequel to 
the study of physiology and dietetics. 

Fourth Year. In tne final year attention should, as 
at present, be mainly concentrated on medicine and 
surgery, but with better arranged teaching in the earlier 
years there should be little or no cramming. 

being an outline of the veterinary work of the Board” of 
Agriculture and the Ministry of Health. 

Examinations. I would advocate allowing the man 
who failed only in the third subject at the end of his 
second or third year to proceed with his normal course 
of study, provided, of course, that he must have passed 
in that subject before sitting for his third or fourth ex¬ 
amination as the case might be. 

I have suggested close co-operation between the pro¬ 
fessors of physiology and dietetics ; but, as is now being 
realised in regard to general education, very close co-op¬ 
eration should exist between all teachers ; no branch of 
knowledge should be taught as a separate subject, but 
in relation to the whole body of knowledge with which 
it is desired to equip and stimulate the intelligence of 
the Btudent. 


University Degrees. 

In discussing Veterinary Education it is not possible 
to leave out the question of University degrees. There 
are, I believe, those who would be glad to see the veter¬ 
inary schools completely absorbed into the Universities, 
and to see the R.C.V.S. become a registering body only, 
on the lines of the medical Council. I do not agree. It 
is only oy the concentration of students at certain 
centres that comparative medicine can get the attention 
due to it. 

It is of course all to the good that as many of our 
members as possible should have a University degree 
as well as their membership diploma, and I think the 
University Senates should be asked to arrange their 
B.Sc. curricula so that the preliminary scientific exam¬ 
ination can be taken before the four years study for the 
diploma is commenced. 

I am all in favour of bringing the Veterinary Colleges 
in ever closer touch with the Universities, and I hope 
in time to see a Veterinary School attached to Cam¬ 
bridge, if not at both Oxford and Cambridge. I feel 
convinced that with a more scientifically arranged 
curriculum a veterinary education would come to be the 
natural course -of study for students intending to devote 
themselves to the life study of zoology, comparative 
anatomy, and comparative physiology. 

From time to time there has been an agitation in 
favour of compulsory pupilage with private practitioners 
for all students before they are granted their diploma. 
This I think is based rather on the idea that the diploma 
is the end of education rather than a milestone which 
is kept as a useful souvenir. If students can be taught 
more about stable management and are given more 
practical work among animals during their lour years, 
they will not make such fools of themselves before 
farmers as many of them do now. 

Rather than advocate pupilage for a year I would dis¬ 
suade students from going with practitioners during 
their vacations. The long vacations would be much 
better spent on a big dairy or mixed farm where some 
idea as to animals in health can be learned. 

The practice of having students as assistants or. as is 
sometimes done, as locum tenens lowers the whole idea 
of the value of the professional education. It is a 
system prolific of quacks and unqualified assistants. 

Luckily with intravenous, intra-tracheal and sub¬ 
cutaneous methods of treatment we are becoming less 
vendors of drugs than we were ten or twenty years ago, 
and treatment is less by rule of thumb. Students are 
therefore of less use to us. When the supply of qualified 
men becomes normal I hope that what I am sure is a 
pernicious practice will cease altogether. When this 
comes about the young man with a veterinary diploma 
and twenty-one years’ experience of life should be glad 
to get quite a moderate salary for one or two years 
while he is learning to apply his theory. 

Proposed Curriculum Tabulated. 

First Year. Comparative Anatomy. Zoology: 
Protozoology, Entomology, Helminthology. Stable 
management 

Second Year. Comparative Anatomy. Comparative 

Til : - 1 _ TT' i_l _ _ IT-i. • _ TT ! _ Tl_ i r 


Third Year . Pathology. Bacteriology. Veterinary 
Hygiene—Part II, Chemical Analysis, Meat Inspection. 
Materia Medica and Pharmacology. 

Fourth Year . Medicine. Surgery. State Veterin¬ 
ary Medicine. 

The President welcomed the paper, and said it 
required study and thought before he would offer any 
comments. 
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Mr. Baxter said that rather than go to College 
earlier he would advocate that a youth should spend a 
year on a farm. 

Mr, W. Waters said in his college days he learned 
nothing of stable management because there was no 
practical country practitioner at College capable of turn¬ 
ing out a man well in this and related subjects. That 
was why it was necessary for students to have a pupilage 
or spend some part of their time with practitioners. If 
they did not, tney knew but little, and when they had 
qualified they had to make a start and learn a good bit 
to do with the normal health of animals. If there was 
a suitable man capable of teaching these subjects they 
might turn out reasonable students Personally, he 
considered compulsory pupilage a good idea. 

Mr. H. Low said he considered pupilage absolutely 
necessary. It was his experience that numbers of 
fellows qualified at College knew nothing about horses 
or cows, or how to talk to clients. When qualified they 
applied for a situation, and the veterinary surgeon they 
went to had to pay them a salary and teach them their 
business. The pupil who came to a veterinary college 
should have some knowledge of horses, cows, and pigs 
first, but some fellows went who were .absolutely un¬ 
adapted to the profession. A veterinary surgeon to 
whom a student was sent for a certain time could tell 
his father or guardian if he was likely to make a veteri¬ 
nary surgeon or not. That was very important, because 
many boys who thought they would like to become 
veterinary surgeons were quite unsuited. 

Mr. H. L. Roberts said he believed to-day they were 
getting boys from the public schools, and if that was so 
they did not need to go to the secondary schools for 
students. A boy from a public school had all the 
necessary knowledge for his preliminary examination, 
two modern languages and elementary physics. It 
would be a backward step to recruit students from the 
secondary schools. In his view the curriculum in the 
first year with comparative anatomy, zoology, botany 
and chemistry made students think in terms of develop¬ 
ment. It was the elemental, or the commencement of 
the whole of animal and vegetable life. Comparative 
anatomy should be taken in the second year. As a 
young inexperienced examiner of Class A, comparative 
minor anatomy—ligaments and bones, be pitied the 
student if he had to take the whole of it at once. A 
student had enough to do ta make a success of it taking 
the minor portion by itself. To take the whole subject 
of comparative anatomy in one year was a task he should 
not be asked to undertake. Mr. Faithfull had not sug¬ 
gested a remedy or given a policy of reconstruction. He 
said the teaching should be more rational. He had bad 
several pupils and he thought it better for a man 
to learn the handling of animals with a country practi¬ 
tioner, especially during the war, when there was no one 
on the farms except men of 70 or a few land girls. If 
they learned to put a halter on they would afterwards 
be living monuments to some good country practitioner 
through having learned what was supposed to be taught 
during a man’s career at one of the veterinary colleges. 
It was desirable that during the period of their studies 
they should have more intimate association with the 
universities. A friend of his told him that at Edinburgh 
they had splendid passes where years ago 60 per cent, 
were ploughed in one particular subject, it gave the 
entree to laboratories, etc., in regard to which universities 
were not handicapped as veterinary schools are, and the 
tuition given was so good that a man carried it with him 
for the rest of his life. Compulsory pupilage was most 
beneficial. Twenty-five years ago the late Prof. Axe 
advised that a veterinaiy student should go on a farm 
And the Professor had a farm. Those who had to get 
their living as country veterinary surgeons would ac¬ 
knowledge that the wrinkles they learned as students 


had been most beneficial, and helped them through in 
numerous cases in after life. Mr. Faithfull relegated 
poisonous plants to the third year. Why ? In his third 
year a man had forgotten all the orders of umbellifera 
and therefore poisonous plants should be taught when a 
man is undergoing a course of lectures and practical 
demonstrations in Botany. 

Mr. W. Shipley said he presumed the idea of educa¬ 
tion as a veterinary surgeon was to obtain a diploma 
and when obtained the holder was supposed to be 
efficient. If, by the time he obtained his diploma and 
was cast upon the world, as Prof. Macqueen would say, 
upon the unsuspecting public, he has to go about the 
country to learn at other people’s expense, that is de¬ 
grading rather than promoting him, from the point of 
view of education. If a student was not able to acquire 
a little knowledge it should be included on entrance into 
college, so that he had some elementary knowledge of 
animal management. It would be better for him, as on 
a farm he might get only the ideas of a farmer or cow¬ 
man. It waa suggested that a veterinary surgeon may 
employ an unqualified man to do castrations, but this 
was rather contradictory, for no man could possibly 
learn to castrate colts in London. Consequently it was 
necessary to be pupil to a veterinary surgeon in the 
country to learn such practical things. The whole idea 
of altering the curriculum seemed to revolve round the 
teaching. The theoretical part of the College was quite 
good. It was the practical part in which everybody was 
wanting. He did not see how students by going on a 
farm could learn how to castrate horses or do any other 
practical veterinary work. 

Mr. P. Turner considered toxicology should come 
under Class II. A man could not study toxicology till 
he knew Materia medica. His idea about anatomy was 
that too much stress was laid on bones as distinct from 
muscles. During the first year he was crammed with 
bones and learned about every little hole and spot on a 
bone. He passed his A examination and then more or 
less wiped bones out of his memory altogether—it was 
then all muscles, nerves, and arteries. The two would 
be better combined with one examination for the lot. 

Mr. H. P. Standley said that when in Class A at 
college they were taught a lot of botany and went over 
the orders and construction of trees but learned very 
little about the poisonous properties of plants. In prac¬ 
tice they got a tremendous amount of vegetable poisons 
which in a lot of cases they could not put their finger on 
at all. They went round a pasture and when they had 
finished their investigations knew just as much as when 
they started. There should be more teaching at College 
of this subject. Up to a point it was a good thing for 
pupils to go on a farm, for if the student did not know 
an animal in health he could not know it in disease. 
He would like to see their students drawn from other 
ranks. Very few were sons of big farmers, and he failed 
to understand why this should be, unless it was for 
monetary reasons—because no veterinary surgeon would 
ever die a millionaire. Men came as assistants who did 
not know how an animal should be in health, much less 
in disease, and as for performing the every-day duties of 
veterinary surgeons, were about as much use as sailors. 
The unqualified assistant did not perhaps come into 
veterinary education, but there had been a good deal in 
The Record about qualified men employing unqualified 
assistants. The time was most inopportune for the 
Council to tackle it. It was all very well to tell men to 
advertise for qualified assistants, but let them try it and 
see what they are up against. Last winter he wanted 
an assistant and advertised for three or four months, 
but could not get either a qualified or unqualified man 
and had to do all his work himself, until he obtained 
his present assistant. If the Bill was passed they would 
have to get rid of unqualified assistants, but how would 
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Utey ge 1 qualified 0009 1 If these unqualified men were 
suddenly thrown out of employment, what was to be¬ 
come of them ] They might set up in opposition to 
them. If a census was taken of assistants employed by 
veterinary surgeons 50 to 60 per cent, would be found 
unqualified, and this was not generally known. Com¬ 
pulsory pupilage should be brought in at once. Several 
members of that Association had been hammering at it 
for 20 years. In 1915 they sent a resolution to the 
College urging a period of pupilage prior to admission 
to the College. They might send another resolution 
urging the advisability of every man serving with a 
veterinary surgeon at least 12 months before taking his 
diploma. This was the only way to get qualified men, 
and until it was done they would get men into the pro¬ 
fession who knew next to nothing about actual practice. 
The only way to touch this question of unqualified men 
was to have re-registration again of all unqualified who 
have been in practice for 5 or 7 years, and after that 
allow nobody else into the profession except through the 
College. But suddenly to say after next October no 
qualified veterinary surgeon shall employ an unqualified 
man was ridiculous. Again some veterinary surgeons 
had unqualified fathers and brothers; what would be 
done in these cases 1 

Mr. Roberts condemned re-registration as putting 
back the clock. Instead of putting back the ctock 40 
yean let them put the clock right. He knew a cast ro¬ 
tor who wanted 2/6 for reporting parasitic mange. 

Mr. Palmer said Mr. Faithfull had addressed them too 
much as a pedagogue and from an academic point of view. 
Any reconstruction should make qualified men more 
practical than they are at present. He had tried to get 
Qualified assistants who knew one end of a horse from 
the other but could not. He had been away at the war 
in Egypt for the last five years, and was,one of those 
awful people who employed an unqualified assistant— 
and he intended to do so. If anyone would find him a 
qualified man who was a good veterinary surgeon and 
able to do his work he would be only too pleased, but 
he could not find one, nor could lots of other people. 
He knew a man who had been paying a high figure to a 
qualified assistant with the result that half his work had 
been frightened into his opponents’ hands. Mr. Faith- 
full recommended a four to five years course and a post 
graduate course. If a five years course was necessary 
let them have one, but they did not want a post gradu¬ 
ate course ; after a man had once qualified he could get 
into practice. If a man bad a practice worth anything 
at all he could not spare three or four months to attend 
a course. The College curriculum and the teaching are 
very good, but where the educational scheme fails is in 
the student himself. If the average student applied 
himself to his work with the same zeal as the professors 
he would turn his teaching to much better account. 
Pupilage he was all in favour of, but he did not believe 
in a student going on farms. If brought up amongst 
horses and cattle so much the better. It was a poor 
farm one visited to see sick animals if there were not 
some healthy ones, and it was a very poor student who 
was not observant enough to notice them. More prac¬ 
tical men must be turned out, so that if a veterinary 
surgeon wanted to go away for a holiday he could feel 
he had a man who can do his job, otherwise one went 
away and bad no peace. 

Mr. Faithfull* in replying on the discussion, said he 
held that a man who had been to a public school knew 
nothing about horses, cattle, or sheep, but only his 
father’s dog or cat, and was far better on a farm for his 
first two vacations than out with a veterinary surgeon. 
Mr. Waters said compulsory pupilage was necessary 
because of the inadequacy of the teaching. He hoped 
under the new educational schemes the Government 
will make larger grants to veterinary schools, but how 


any professor remained at College on the salary given 
he could not understand. Everyone of them must.be a 
philanthropist of the first water. During the war there 
had been several reductions of their slender salaries;in 
order to keep the Colleges going. If they could get 
enough money they could have adequate teaching, and 
pupilage would not be so necessary. It all hinged On 
whether a man with a diploma is expected to be a 
capable veterinary surgeon It was almost too much 
to expect of a man who qualifies at 21. If there is to be 
pupilage it should be in the fourth year, before the 
diploma is granted, certainly not during vacation* 
between examinations, because the tendency is for a 
student who goes out during vacations to feel that what 
he has learned at College is not at ail necessary,, and 
that heshould go through College as quickly as possible, 
and apply the practical knowledge he has picked up 
with a veterinary surgeon. As to going on a farm 
between 16 and 17, he doubted whether many would rise 
to the standard of primary education before 17. He 
agreed with Mr. Low that a certain number of students 
at College are in no way fitted to be private practition¬ 
ers, but it is quite another matter to say they are not 
fitted to be veterinary surgeons. There were public 
health appointments, and men wanted for the Army and 
Colonial services, and the qualifications for men doing 
research and bacteriology or going into the Army were 
not the same as are wanted for men going into private 
practice. Therefore a variety of students was better, for 
they must not think they were the only type wanted in 
the profession, and it would be more necessary in the 
future than it had been in the past. Mr. Roberts thought 
it retrograde to have men from the secondaryschools, but 
in Scotland quite a fair proportion of the students are 
elementary school boys who get scholarships for second* 
ary schools and further grants which enable them to go 
to College, and he was not at all certain that typoof 
man does not turn out as good veterinary surgeons as 
public school men. Certainly Scotch veterinary surgeons 
are most of them very capable. If you take the pick of 
the primary schools and then the pick of the secondary 
schools, and these fellows come on, you will have seen 
of greater intelligence than if you take a man simply 
because he has been in a certain class, educated iaa 
certain class of school. What they are doing in Scotland 
is going to be done in England, and a boy, if he has 
capabilities will be able to go from the bottom of the 
ladder right up to the highest position to which educa¬ 
tion can take him. It is quite possible Harrow and 
other public schools will have to take a proportion of 
boys from other schools and primary schools as a con¬ 
dition of Government support. Now, in all schools the 
whole idea of life is taught from the point of view of 
development, and a boy when he gets to College does 
not want to spend time in two or three classes learning 
to think in terms of development. 

He agreed with Mr. Turner that you cannot divide 
anatomy into different water-tight compartments. Pro¬ 
fessors held the same view and would like to teach 
anatomy as one subject, and examination should not be 
held until the expiration of two years when the student 
can think of anatomy as one subject. The handling Of 
animals cannot be learned on farms in the way they 
wanted. He went as pupil on a farm for four years and 
learned to milk and plough, and never once regretted 
what some people would consider a waste of time bef oub 
he went to college. They might dispense with botany 
at college and let it he taught at school, teaching poison¬ 
ous plants when near the end of education. Now, a 
student hurried through botany and forgot all about It. 
Taught botany later in his four years he would see the 
point of it and remember it. Mr, Shipley thought the 
diploma as it stands is sufficient. It is sufficient to be 
a veterinary surgeon but whether it is sufficient to start 
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in practice brought them back to the question of pupilage. 
If they were to nave pupilage, it would be better in the 
fourth year, before a man had his diploma. It was a 
false idea that when a man left College he was a fit veter¬ 
inary surgeon. When a man qualified in any other pro¬ 
fession he only expected to be just able to earn his living 
while he was learning the practical {part. A four years’ 
course was ample for a man going into private practice. 
It would be fatal to force a man to take a five years’ 
course at the present expenditure on education. Mr. 
Turner thought toxicology can be taught at the place he 
bad put veterinary hygiene. He put it in the same 
year as materia medica ; ^possibly it could be taught by 
the same man only at different lectures. He would 
not deal with unqualified assistants under his subject, 
but to re-register them was putting back the clock. 
The College made a very bad blunder in allowing men 
in the last 15 or 20 years to have unqualified assistants. 
They should not be in the position of men upon whose 
education £1000, and possibly nearer £2000, has been 
spent. It was also lowering the whole idea of the edu¬ 
cation of veterinary surgeons, for if their education was 
worth anything it was in bringing it to bear upon their 
cases. If a man after taking the first year or two was 
to attend cases medically, they might just as well shut 
up shop and have no Royal College at all. Mr. Palmer 
thought his paper too pedagogic, but it was intended to 
provoke discussion—which they had had. A diploma 
ought to make a man more practical, but he agreed there 
was not enough practical training, and that was why 
biological training should go over three years, for some 
men left College without being able even to make a 
smear. The case cited by Mr. Palmer of a high figure 
paid to a dud seemed to him exceptional. A recently 
qualified man should not expect to take the figure a 
capable man could command. Six guineas, was, he 
supposed, nearer the fee now paid; and a chemist could 
not obtain a qualified assistant under £6 10s. 

Mr. Standley said a lot of them had been asking 
£9 108. 

Mr. Roberts said he was asked £8 to £9 by men 
qualified last July. 

Mr. Faith full said that while there was this tre¬ 
mendous shortage there might be a difficulty. It would 
only be for 4 or 5 years till the supply became normal. 
He entirely disagreed with bringing the course to 4 years 
instead of a post-graduate course. Some men employed 
quacks to do their castration and it was an instance how 
work might be lost. Medical men lost midwifery and 
dentistry by lengthening their education. It would be 
a mistake to lengthen theirs beyond 4 years with a post¬ 
graduate course for men going into the Army, the 
School of Tropical Medicine, or the School of Veterinary 
Sanitary Science, but make other men go into practice. 
To put in another year only to inspect meat would be a 
mistake. 

The President on behalf of the members cordially 
thanked Mr. Faithfull for his paper and reply. 

Specimens. 

Mr* Roberts presented some specimens of worms 
found in lambs. He was called to investigate a heavy 
mortality on behalf of the Suffolk Sheep Society, ten or 
a dozen lambs being found dead each day. One man 
lost 60 in about ten days. There had not been so much 
of it in the Eastern Counties for the last two years, and 
the owoers would not believe it was due to gastritis, and 
he sent a dead lamb to Sir John M‘Fadyean who found 
it was a very clear case of parasitic gastritis. The 
worms were strongylus cervicornis. In another case 
strongylus con tortus were found. 

Mr/W aters exhibited a fractured navicular from a 
four-year-old cart mare at grass, found very lame one 
morning. She had been lame on and off, and a month 


or two before had been covered. She had apparently 
got a sprung hock, and at one time seemed slightly 
lame, and at another time quite sound. When he was 
called to see her, from the fetlock to the hock there was 
every appearance of septicaemia. He opened it up for 
fluid pus at the coronet, but this did not do any good, 
and he finished up by shooting her. He found the navi¬ 
cular bone in four pieces. Was it possible to have a 
deferred fracture from the time when she was covered 
or did it occur sometime later 1 There was no sign of 
puncture coming up through the foot, and it had nothing 
to do with a pricked foot. 

Harry P. Standley, Hon. Sec. 


ANIMALS (AN/ESTHETICS) ACT, 1919. 

9 & 10 Geo. 5. Ch. 54. 

An Act to make further provision for the Protection 
of animals from cruelty. [19th August 1919.] 

Be it enacted by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiri¬ 
tual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Par¬ 
liament assembled, and by authority of the same, as 
follows:— 

1. —(1) If any person shall subject or cause or procure, 
or being the owner permit to be subjected, an animal to 
an operation contrary to the regulations contained in 
this section, he shall be guilty of an offence under this 
Act. 

(2)—(a) A horse, a dog, a cat or a bovine shall not be 
subjected to any operation specified in the first, second, 
or third Schedules of this Act, respectively, unless the 
animal during the whole of the operation is under the 
influence of some general anaesthetic of sufficient power 
to prevent the animal feeling pain. 

(b) A horse, a dog, a cat, or a bovine Bhall not be 
subjected to any operation specified in the fourth, fifth, 
or sixth Schedules to this Act, respectively, unless dur¬ 
ing the whole of the operation it is under the influence 
of some general anaesthetic or some local anaesthetic 
being, in either case, of sufficient power to prevent it 
feeling pain. 

2. Any person who is guilty of an offence under thk 
Act shall be liable on summary conviction in respect of 
the first offence to a fine not exceeding five pounds, 
and in respect of any second or subsequent offence to a 
fine not exceeding twenty-five pounds, or alternatively, 
or in addition thereto, to be imprisoned for any term 
not exceeding three months. 

3—(1) The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries may, 
by order made subject to the provisions of this section, 
add any other operation to the operations specified in 
any schedule to this Act, and any operation so added 
shall be deemed to be an operation specified in that 
schedule, and may transfer an operation from one sche¬ 
dule to another, and the Board of Agriculture and Fish¬ 
eries may also, by order made as aforesaid, extend any 
provision of this Act to Bny domestic animal to which 
it does not at the time apply, with such modifications or 
additions as may appear to that Board to be necessary. 
The Board may, by order made subject to the provkions 
of this section, declare any substance to be a suitable 
general anaesthetic or a suitable local anaesthetic for the 
urpoeesof this Act, and any substance so declared shall 
e deemed to be a general anaesthetic or local anaesthetic, 
as the case may be, of sufficient power to prevent the 
animal feeling pain if properly applied. 

(2) The draft of any such order shall be published for 
a period of three months before the order is made, and 
the Board of Agriculture and Fkheries during that 
period shall receive and consider any representations 






September 20, 1919 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


129 


made to them with respect to the order by any persons 
appearing to them to be interested in the subject of the 
order. 

(3) The order, when made, shall forthwith be laid be¬ 
fore Parliament, and shall not take effect until it has so 
lain for thirty days before each House of Parliament, 
being days upon which that House has sat, and if a reso¬ 
lution is passed by either House before the expiration 
of such days declaring that the order be annulled, the 
order shall not take effect, but if no such resolution is 
pissed the order shall take effect on such day after the 
expiration of the last day on which any such resolution 
might have been passed as the BDard of Agriculture and 
Fisheries may appoint. 

4. In this Act, except the context otherwise requires, 
the express on “horse” includes pony, mule, jennet, or 
donkey. 

5. Nothing in this Act shall apply to any experiment 
to which the Cruelty to Animals Act, 1876, applies. 

0. This Act in its application to Scotland and Ireland 
shall have effect with the substitution of references to 
the Board of Agriculture for Scotland and the Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ire¬ 
land, respectively, for any reference to the Board of 
Agriculture and Fisheries. 

7. This Act may be cited as the Animals (Anaesthetics) 
Act, 1919. 

SCHEDULES. 

Fiiust Schedule. Horses. 

1. Operation for quittor. 2. Operation for stripping 
the wall or sole of the hoof. 3. Operation for poll evil. 

4. Operation for fistulous withers. 5. Ovariotomy. 

6. Laparotomy. 7. Amputations of penis, mamma, 
uterus. 8. Extraction of permanent molar teeth. 9. 
Operations for scrotal and inguinal hernia. 10. Oper¬ 
ations for scirrhous cord and extensive tumours. 

Second Schedule. Dogs and Cats. 

1. Castration in animals six months old and upwards. 
2. Ovariotomy. 3. Laparotomy. 4. Amputations of 
penis, mamma, uterus. 5. Operations for scrotal and 
inguinal hernia. 

Third Schedule. Bovines. 

1. Ovariotomy. 2. Operations for actinomycosis. 3. 
Laparotomy. 4. Amputation of penis, mamma, uterus. 

5. Dishorning cattle over one month old. 

Fourth Schedule. Horses. 

1. Neurectomy or unnerving. 2. Enucleation of the 
eyeball. 3. Line and point firing. 4. Operation for um¬ 
bilical hernia. 5. Urethrotomy. 6. Docking of the tail. 

7. Trephining. 

Fifth Schedule. Dogs and Cats. 

1. Enucleation of the eyeball. 2. Operation for um¬ 
bilical hernia. 3. Urethrotomy. 4. Docking of the tail 
aod clipping or rounding of ears of animals over six 
months old. 

Sixth Schedule. Bovines. 

1. Enucleation of the eyeball. 2. Operation for um¬ 
bilical hernia. 3. Rumenotomy. 4. Urethrotomy. 6. 
Trephining. 


TUBERCULOSIS AND MEAT INSPECTION. 

The following “ Special Report re Tuberculous An¬ 
imals” was submitted some six months back to the 
Poblic Health Committee of the County Borough of 
East Ham, London, E. It has been forwarded to ub as 
being worth notice by a section of our readers. 


Gentlemen,-—In compliance with your instructions 
contained in Minute 149 of your Report dated 9th De¬ 
cember, 1918,1 beg to append for your information the 
following details relating to the present methods of deal¬ 
ing with tuberculous animals. 

It has been fully established by the Royal Commission 
appointed to enquire into the relations of Human and 
Animal Tuberculosis (1911-12), that this disease is com¬ 
municable from animals to human beings. 

It is also accepted that some of the causes of the pre¬ 
valence of the disease are (i) the crude method of meat 
inspection and (ii) the placing of diseased cattle upon 
the meat market. 

Since the suspension of the Tuberculosis Order of 1914, 
there has been no statutory power making it obligatory 
for an owner to report the existence of the disease among 
his animals, although he may be fully aware that some 
of his herd are affected ; for there are frequently unmis¬ 
takable symptoms of the disease. There has also been 
no compensation payable to owners, who have, therefore, 
not been anxious to report diseased or suspicious ani¬ 
mals. Under the provisions of the Public Health Act, 
medical officers and sanitary inspectors have power to 
seize any diseased animals exposed for sale, deposited 
for sale, or being prepared for human food ; but it will 
be readily seen and appreciated that these powers, good 
as they may be, easily fall short of even reasonable 
efficiency. For no person having a diseased animal 
would expose it for sale, or deposit it at a place of sale 
in such a condition, but would prepare it for manufac¬ 
turing purposes (sausages, etc.), and the only chance an 
inspector basis to drop in during the process, which 
usually takes place in tne slaughter-house, and at excep¬ 
tional hours. 

The percentage of diseased animals that pass through 
the slaughter-houses is large. Tuberculosis largely exists 
with cows, and especially with the town cow-shed ani¬ 
mal. The disease greatly varies. Many are only slight¬ 
ly affected, usually in the lungs and thorax cavity. It 
It is not the practice to condemn the whole carcase 
unless the disease be what is termed “ generalised.” If 
the disease is localised, the parts affected only are con¬ 
demned. In these matters inspectors are guided by the 
recommendations of the Royal Commission on Tubercu¬ 
losis, for in cases of “meat seizure” magistrates have the 
last word. 

Should an enthusiastic inspector, after discovering 
the disease, and with the best of intentions, seize a whole 
carcase and a magistrate condemn it, evidence might be 
produced at the subsequent hearing of the case, proving 
that the disease was only localised, and then with the 
recommendations of the Royal Commission before the 
court, both the inspector and the local authority he re¬ 
resents would be placed in a serious position. The 
ifficulty of deciding to what extent the disease must 
have advanced before seizure, will be appreciated. Not¬ 
withstanding all that is laid down in reports of Royal 
Commissions, an inspector is guided largely by his ex* 
perience. 

This, of course, is the inspector’s difficulty with ani¬ 
mals viewed by him at slaughtering, but great numbers 
of beasts are killed secretly, and an inspector never see* 
them. The presentable ones are sent either to market 
or to the retailer, but the diseased and emaciated ones 
are boned out and despatched for manufacturing pur¬ 
poses. 

The retail butcher who purchases animals from the 
cattle dealers at a fair price sometimes finds, when he 
kills, that one of them reeks with disease. Some but¬ 
chers will send for the inspector and have such a car¬ 
case condemned and sent to a firm of manure manufac¬ 
turers, etc., but others will bone it out, destroying all 
traces of the disease, and cause the meat to be “made up.” 



130 


THE VETERINARY RECORD September 20, 1919 


: CtaRpar* the financial aspect as it affects these two 
butchers. The man who sends for the inspector and 
bits the carcase condemned, would receive from the 
manure manufacturer about £7 whilst the other man 
would obtain an average of at least 6d. per lb., which 
would realise £20. If he should be convicted, the maxi¬ 
mum fine under the Public Health Act for first offence 
wonid be £20. It will therefore been seen that the man 
who acts in the public interest will undoubtedly lose 
money. What is the remedy 1 

Courses suggested are :—(1) Compulsory notification, 
with heavy penalties for failing to notify clinical cases 
of disease. (2) Subjecting milking cows periodically to 
the tuberculin test. (3) Provision of public abattoirs, 
and the abolition of private slaughter-houses. (4) In¬ 
spection and marking of all carcases before being exposed 
for Bale. (5) Defining a standard of emaciation. (6) 
Adequate compensation to owners who notify existence 
of disease, before and after slaughter. (7) Imprison¬ 
ment in place of fines for the offence of knowingly im¬ 
posing diseased meat on the public. 

The Tuberculosis Order of 1914 makes notification 
oompulsory, and provides for compensation, but the 
amount is inadequate, and has, moreover, to be provided 
by the local authority. This is unfair, as a person could 
send animals into a district and then notify. The whole 
question is a national one, and should be dealt with in 
a national spirit. There never has been so favourable a 
moment as the present for this reform, as the country 
was never so free of shanks or screws, which are the 
poorest animals and for that reason the more subject to 
disease. Since the rationing of food, all meat, irrespec¬ 
tive of its quality has been sold at the same price, and 
the owners of these outcasts have sold them at top 
prices. Therefore I Question if there are many sucn 
animals left. Naturally, when prices Are equal, farmers 
have retained their best for stock purposes. 

During the war many slaughter-houses have not been 
in use owing to shortage of men and stock, and if ade¬ 
quate provision were made, these places could remain 
dosed. The closing of private slaughter-houses and the 
erection of public abattoirs is & national obligation, and 
one which snould find a place in the much talked of re¬ 
construction scheme. It will cost money, but better 
mend money in preventing the ravages of a grim disease, 
tnan in building up a colossal system of treatment. It 
in better to remove a cause than to remedy an effect, but 
for this disease there is no remedy. 

>If the Council desire to express any opinion relative 
to the subject under consideration, 1 respectfully sub¬ 
mit the following suggestions as a basis for a reso¬ 
lution 

That the time is now opportune for the Government 
to consider the urgent necessity of immediately making 
compulsorily notifiable all diseases of animals that are 
communicable to human beings, and of providing ade- 
iraate compensation to be paid subsequent to any action 
tmt may in the public interest be determined, and, 
further, that in any scheme of national reconstruction, 
there should be provided a public abattoir for every 
Urban District, and that in every such district powers 
bo gmuted to enable the local authority to compulsorily 
close the private slaughter-houses.”—I am, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient Servant, 

{Signed) Joseph G. Banks. 

Chief Sanitary Inspector, and 

Inspector Con. Die. Animals Act. 

Town Hall, East Ham. 


Mfr. L. W. Wynn Lloyd notes that S.V. 17 is a misprint 
for 8.V.M. in his remarks on “ Coectdiosis in Ireland, ” 
p. 113, last week.—Proof reader’s error. 


RE ARMY BOARDED OUT HORSES. 

To the Editor of The Veterinary Record. 

Dear Sir,—Both my partner and I were approached 
at different times as to whether we would take on Army 
horses at the 30/- rate. We both replied that the figure 
was an impossible one owing to cost of travelling. 

Yesterday I was called by a client who has horses 
under the scheme to attend one with colic. After I got 
there he told me that he was supposed to send for some¬ 
one 14 miles away, but preferred to send forme and pay 
the bill himself. 1 attended last night and again this 
morning. 

Supposing the appointed practitioner had. been sent 
for, tne annual fee would not have covered bis motoring 
expenses for the two journeyB ! 

No doubt those who arranged the scheme considered 
they were doing well for the practitioner, but by now 
they muBt be convinced that it needs considerable 
amendment.—Yours etc., 

Sudbury. T. J. Faithfull, m.b.c.v.s. 

Section ICO of the Swansea Corporation Act, 1902. 

The Veterinary Inspector of the Corporation may 
exercise the powers of section 116 (power of Medical 
Officer of Health to inspect meat, etc.) of the Pnblic 
Health Act, 1875, in the same manner as the Medical 
Officer or the Inspector of Nuisances and the Public 
Health Acts shall apply within the Borough as if such 
Veterinary Inspector were mentioned in the said section 
in addition to the Medical Officer and the Inspector of 
Nuisances. 

Pellagra. 

Many of oar readers will remember the long and inter¬ 
esting search for the causal factor of this disease, notes 
of which appeared in our pageB for several years past, 
including tne enquiry by Prof. Sambon on the presence 
of Simulidce in local water supplies, and of another 
Italian investigator on the effect of water in argillaceous 
lands. Then Dr. Sandwith opened the question of de¬ 
ficiency diet, and this was followed by experiments in 
U.S.A, and those findings appear to be finally clinched 
by the following experience. Indirectly, the Question 
appeals to veterinarians in connection with tne long 
contested question of rickets in puppies, which the re¬ 
cent work of Dr. and Mrs. Mellanby appears to have 
demonstrated to be the result of diet deficiency. 

The following notes on a report published at Alex¬ 
andria are taken from the current issue of The Lancet. 

“ A prevalence of pellagra haying been reported among 
the Turkish prisoners of war interned at Kantara, in 
Lower Egypt, the D.M.S. Egyptian Expeditionary Force 
appointed a committee to investigate whether the disease 
in question was in reality pellagra, and, if so, whether 
the prisoners of war were generally infected before or 
after their capture; whether the disease was increasing; 
and, if so, was it spreading by infection from case to 
case or by infection due to location or local conditions ; 
or whether it was due to some defect in diet or to other 
general condition. Further, the committee was to in¬ 
vestigate the aetiology of the malady in its relation to 
bacteria, protozoa, blood conditions, pathology, and food. 

“The conclusions may be summed up as follows :—The 
disease was true pellagra and the patients were generally 
pellagrous before captuie. The great majority of the 
cases that were systematically questioned stated that 
they had similar symptoms before capture, while amongst 
those examined shortly after they were made prisoners 
many were found suffering from the fully developed 
disease. There was no evidence of case-to-case infection, 
and none pointing to location or local conditions having 
had anything to ao with the causation or spread of the 
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disease. The camps at K&ntara left little to be desired 
as regards their situa tion and hygienic condition. As 
regards diet, judged by existing standards, the food 
issued to both non-labour and labour prisoners provided 
an ample margin over the requirements of healthy men 
and gave a suitable balance of proximate food principles. 
Pellagra as a primary or immediate cause of death played 
an insignificant part in the series of cases that were ex¬ 
amined. Ab a contributory' cause its influence was 
shared by other debilitating diseases, of which chronic 
dysentery was the worst. After thorough investigation 
by various experts, no evidence was found as to the 
setiological relationship of the disease to bacteria, pro¬ 
tozoa, or to blood conditions. With regard to food, 
the committee found so constant an association between 
the biological protein value of diet and the occurrence 
of pellagra that they considered that the lack of sufficient 
biological value of protein stands in setiological relation¬ 
ship to pellagra, certainly as an exciting factor, and 
possibly as the determining factor. 

<( The recommendations made by the committee were:— 
1. In view of the pellagra admission rates having re¬ 
mained approximately constant in non-labour camps 
during the last two months, and having diminished so 
markedly in labour camps in the present month (Decem¬ 
ber), it is considered that the full authorised diets are 
adequate, and that it is not necessary at present to in¬ 
troduce any cardinal change. 2. Full variety should 
be given under the alternatives of the existing ration 
scales, and close supervision should be exercised over 
preparation and cooking of food, with special regard to 
pulses in both respects. 3. Any increase in pellagra 
should be met by an increase in animal protein ; the 
occurrence of oedema should be met by an increase in fat. 

“Not a single case developed among 2000 German, 
Austrian, and Bulgar prisoners, whereas there were 
some 300 cases among the 6000 Turks in the adjoining 
compound. No case of pellagra occurred among the 
British troops. The Turkish prisoners for long periods 
prior to capture had been on rations considerably below 
the value of those they received after arrival at Kantara, 
and also below the standard of minimal needs, and had 
been subjected to great physical strain and privations. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 

Bayley, A. E., Stoke Newington, 1917/8/9 £3 3 0 
Cockerton, B. S., Cambridge Heath 110 

Pratt, S. W., Shanghai 110 

Previously acknowledged £961 16 10 


Sept. 16th , 1919. £967 1 10 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


The Most Excellent Order of the British Empire. 

The King has been pleased on the occasion of His 
Majesty's Birthday, to give orders for the following 
promotions in, and appointments to, the Most Excellent 
Order of the British Empire, in recognition of dis¬ 
tinguished services rendered in India in connexion with 
the war. To be dated June 3rd, 1919 

C.B.E.—Military Division. 

Evans, Col. O. H., c.i.b., a.d.c., c.v.d., 

O.B.E.—Military Division. 

Hayes, CApt. (A.Maj.)F. B. j Hewlett, Lt. (T.Maj.) K, 


Extracts from London Qautte 

War Office, Whitehall, Aug. 27. 
Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Sept. 8: 

Capt. and Bt. Maj. A. S, Head, c.m.g., f.r c.v.s., late 
actg. Lt-Col., to be Lt.-Col. (April 16). 

Sept, 9. . 

Temp. Capt. C. W. Dunkin relinquishes the actg. rank 
of Msg. on ceasing to command a Vet. Hotp. (Ang. 2). 

The follg. temp. Capts. relinquish their comma, on 
completion of serviceW. B. De Vine, m.c. (April 11. 
and is granted the rank of Maj.). and retain the rank of 
Capt.W. D. Brand (July 16); G. H. Broad (July 23) $ 
S. J. Cotton (July 27); J. Forrest (Aug. 4); J. R. Eidej 
(Aug. 17.); A. L. Wilson (Aug. 7); T. L. Wright (May 10). 

Sept. 12. : 

The follg. relinquish actg. rank of Col. on ceasing to 
hold appt. of D.D.V.S.Lt.-Col. T. W. Rudd (May 6} j 
Maj. J. A. B. McGowan (May 7); Temp. Capt. A. Delt 
Gordon, d.s.o., relinquishes actg. rank of Lt.-Col; on 
ceasing to hold the appt. of A.D.V.S. (March ^'(sub¬ 
stituted for notificn. in Gazette June 2). 

The follg. Majs. relinquish actg. rank of Lt-Col.:— 
O. S. Fisher, on ceasing to hold the appt. of A;D.V.S. 
(April 26); H. T. Ryan, d.s.o., f.r.c.v.s., on ceasing to 
commd. a Vet. Hosp. (May 6) ; J. S. Nimnio, d.s.o„ 
(July 1) ; Capt. J. H. Wright, (t.f.), relinquishes actg* 
rank of Maj. on ceasing to to hold appt. of D.A.D.V.S. 
(March 30). 

S.A.V.C.—The Gazette notificn., Aug. 27, concerning 
Temp. Capt. R. P. Jones is cancelled. R. P. Jones (late 
temp. Capt.) to be temp. Capt. with Seny. April 1, 1916 
(July 2, 1917): Temp. Capt. R. P. Jones relinquishes 
his commn. on completion of service, and retains the 
rank of Capt. (July 30). 

Sept. 13 

Temp. Lts. to be temp. Capts.: W. B. Davidson (Aug. 
29); A. J. Kelly (Sept. 1). 

Sept. 15. 

Supern. Capt. G. V. Golding is restd. to estbt. (Aug. 
19); Capt. and Bt.-Maj. C. A. Murray relinquishes 
acting rank of Maj. on ceasing to hold appt. of 
D.A.D.V.S. (July 24). 

Sept. 16. 

Temp. Lts. to be temp. Capts.B. T. Carmichael (July 
24 m J. McAllen (July 30); T. J. Hurley, D. P. White, 
I. Robson (Aug. 7); J. T. Alcock (Aug. 8) : J. K. 
Irvine (Aug. 12); R. B. Catt (Aug. 16); T. Kelleher 
Aug. 19). 

Can. A.V.C.—Temp. Capt. J. R. J. Duhault, o.b.e., to 
be temp. Maj. (May 1). 

Territorial Force, Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Sept Sk 

The notification regarding Maj. (actg. Lt.-Col.) E. W. 
Parks, o.b.e., t.d., which appeared in the Gazette of 
May 3, is cancelled. 


OBITUARY. 

Peter G. Bond, m.r.c.v.s., Plymouth. , 

Graduated Lond : Marc)i, 1880. 
Died Sept. 2, 1919, Age 67. 

W. Harvey Bloye, Ebrington St. Plymouth. 

Lond : March, 1883. Fellow July, 1891. 
Mr. Bloye’s death occurred on August 14. 

W. G. Schofield, m.r.c.v.s , Pontefract. 

Edin : April 15, 1869. 

Died Sept. 11th, 1919, Age 70. 
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John Riddoch, m.r.c.v.s., Edinburgh. 

Edin : July, 1884. 

Mr. Riddoch died in Edinburgh on September 9tb, in 
his 71st year, after an illness extending over several 
months. For a period of twenty-five years Mr. Riddoch 
was a zealous and conscientious official of the Edinburgh 
Corporation. He passed into retirement on attaining 
the age for superannuation in 1914, but after the lapse 
of a few months he again resumed duty in order to re¬ 
lease others for war service. Graduating somewhat late 
in life Mr. Riddoch practised for a few years in Aber¬ 
deenshire, and at the instance of the late Prof. Walley 
transferred his activities to official spheres. His associa¬ 
tion with the municipal abattoir made him a familiar 
figure to a long succession of Edinburgh student*, both 
medical and veterinary, and many will remember with 
gratitude his assistance and ever ready willingness to 
impart information. His official work was characterised 
by efficiency and a conscientious thoroughness. In dis¬ 
position he was quiet and most unassuming but be none 
the less possessed an unalterable firmness, unsuspected 
by those to whom he was not well known, and nothing 
would move him from the path of duty. His judgment 
in matters pertaining to Meat Inspection was highly 
esteemed, and his opinion was frequently sought hv 
other municipal boaies in matters of doubt or diffi¬ 
culty* He had a wide knowledge of the diseases of 
dairy stock, and in particular he established a well- 
earned reputation for his ability to detect tuberculous 
cows. Those with whom he came in contact, both offi¬ 
cially and in a private capacity, esteemed him for bis 
upright character, his kindly disposition, and the fair¬ 
ness and justice of all his actions. 

At the time of his death Mr. Riddoch was President 
of the Scottish Metropolitan Vetorinary Medical Society. 


His wife predeceased him by a few months, and he 
leaves an only son to mourn his loss. 

The late Mr. F. Brown. 

Mr. Frederick Brown, one of the best known and 
highly-esteemed veterinary surgeons in Newcastle and 
throughout Northumberland and Durham, has passed 
away at the age of 59. For some time he had been in 
bad health, and about three weeks ago underwent an 
operation in a private nursing home. He was a son of 
Mr. Joseph Brown, of Newcastle, and after he had been 
for some time with Mr. Thompson, V.S., of Sheffield, he 
commenced practice in Newcastle about 30 years ago. 
He was for many years inspector on behalf of the Tyne 
and Tees Shipping Company of all the horses shipped 
from Newcastle Quay to Antwerp, and he retained that 
appointment at a later date under the direction of the 
Board of Agriculture. He was also an inspector for the 
R.S.PC.A. 

Mr Brown’s only son, Lieut. Fred Anderson Brown, 
who was in Messrs. Barclay’s Bank at Alnwick, was 
killed in action on October 26, 1917. The deceased 
gentleman is survived by a widow and a daughter. 

The funeral took place at St. Andrew’s Cemetery, 
Newcastle, on Monday 1st inst. In addition to the 
family mourners others present in eluded : Mr. W. 
Dotchin, Mr. T. R. Jarvie, Mr. J. M.Anderson (repre¬ 
senting the Veterinary Department of Newcastle 
Corporation). 


Personal. 

Dibbkn.— On the 16th Sept., 1919, at “Woodman- 
cote,” St. Leonard’s-on-Sea, to Margery, wife of Brevet 
Lt.-Col. H. C. Dibben, u.a.v.c., a son. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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H Meefcl? 5ournaI for the profession 

Founded by William Hunting, f.b.o.y.b. 


No. 1629. SEPTEMBER 27, 1919. Vol. XXXII. 


Meeting of The National V.M.A. 

“I agree with what has just been said with regard to 
the great services Mr. Garnett has rendered to this Coun¬ 
cil and to the profession aB a whole. I go so far as to 
say that there never was a President of this College who 
has devoted himself to it so whole-heartedly ana with 
so much labour as Mr. Garnett has done.” 

These two sentences are from the remarks of Sir 
J. M‘Fadyean in support of the vote of thanks to 
the retiring President R.C.V.S. at the Meeting of 
Council in July. 

No one having even a slight acquaintance with 
Sir John would imagine him likely to indulge in 
hyperbole, and the unanimous opinion of the 
members of Council—and of all others who have 
been brought in contact with the retiring President, 
is that Sir John’s words are fully justified. 

The members of the profession have hitherto 
shown themselves indifferent to any co-operative 
action for their advancement, as witness the small 
proportion who have joined the local Societies, 
roughly about one man in ten, and the even smaller 
proportion who subscribe to the Mutual Defence 
Association. AgainBt this may be set the support 
given to the V.V. Benevolent Fund and to the late 
A.Y.C. Comforts Fund. This would seem to in¬ 
dicate an almost untapped reserve of good fellow¬ 
ship dormant in the general body of the members. 

The coming meeting, of which particulars will be 
found in the advertisement pages, is another oppor¬ 
tunity for a move forward in the direction of self- 
help. It is something more—the address to be 
given is concerned directly with professional welfare 
and advancement, and it is given by one of ourselves 
who comes the length of England to do so, and he 
is the man of whom the opening sentences of this 
note were spoken. 

Gentlemen! Britons ! sportsmen ! are you going 
to let this opportunity of expressing your apprecia¬ 
tion of the services rendered by this gentleman to 
the profession—to say nothing of the advantage 
of fraternisation amongst ourselves, pass without 
your contributions ? 

The Central, Royal Counties, South-Eastern, 
Southern, and a portion of Eastern Counties’ 
Divisions of the National are within easy access of 
London: there are not a few men who will make 
long journeys to be present. Surely there will be 
enough from these sources to ensure the speaker a 
welcome worthy of ourselves: and to hearten the 
Hon. Secretary, Col. J. W. Brittlebank, c.m.g., in 
taking up the duties of office after the five dead 
years of war-time. 

But if each man leaves it to his neighbour to 
attend it will be a poor audience. 


Glanders and Equine Mange. 

These are the two most important equine diseases 
that we have scheduled; and a summary of Sir 
Stewart Stockman’s remarks upon them in his 
Annual Report for 1918 should be helpful, 

Not mucn is said of parasitic mange, but what 
we are told is far from discouraging. The out¬ 
breaks, although large in number, only affected the 
remarkably small proportion of rather less than two 
animals per outbreak, which faot is not unfairly 
claimed as “ an indication that once the disease was 
discovered to exist it was effectively dealt with by 
owners and Local Authorities.” Another favourable 
point is that the great majority of cases were of 
psoroptic mange. The Chief Offioer expresses the 
hope that the removal of war conditions may cause 
a great reduction in the number of outbreaks, and 
adds that in case that does not happen “ plans for 
for an anti-mange campaign are being devised.” 
In view of the progress of the disease since 1918, it 
seems possible that the measures here mentioned 
may soon have to be applied. 

Some interesting details are given regarding 
glanders. During the year there were 34 outbreaks, 
31 in England and 3 in Scotland. Fully 23 of the 
the English outbreaks were in the London area— 
19 in London itself, and 4 in the Essex and Hert¬ 
fordshire portions of the Metropolitan Police 
district. Nine of the 19 London outbreaks occurred 
in large studs. Of the remaining 8 English out¬ 
breaks outside the London area, 2 occurred in 
counties (Essex and Surrey) close to London. 

Altogether 22 animals were clinically affected; 
and though over 1,000 were treated as suspicious or 
having been exposed to infection, the total number 
of glandered horses was only 99. Read closely, the 
report shows the rarity and extreme localisation to 
which the disease has been brought. 

No glanders appeared in colliery horses; but three 
outbreaks, including two of the three Scotch ones, 
occurred in horses intended for colliery work, which 
were tested in accordance with the Mines Act. 

A few details are given of post-mortem results, 
which were available in 94 oases. Lesions were 
found in the lungs in 91 oases, and were confined to 
that organ in 38. A less usual point is the note 
that in two cases the lesions were "stated to be” as 
it is put, confined to the liver. Farcy was present 
in 6 cases 

The report is encouraging as regards both dis¬ 
eases. Mange may require more severe measures 
yet; but those will be successful under peace condi¬ 
tions, if they are even necessary. Glanders is now 
almost within sight of extinction as an indigenous 
disease. 
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A Demonstration in Economy. 

Mr. J. S. Lloyd contributed a valuable paper at the 
Congress at Newcastle, which we are able to print this 
week, by courtesy of the Ryl. San. Inst. It is essenti-, 
ally valuable because it “does the sum and proves it,” 
but it has further merits—it demonstrates the value of 
the*veterinarian in a by-way that is not directly open to 
the public notice j and it points the way for other cities 
—and other veterinarians, to do likewise. 

Whittaker gives the population of Sheffield 476,971. 
Although the profits from such an undertaking will 
necessarily show a ratio to the quantities of material 
handled, it may be assumed that a population of 200,000 
would enable such a plant to be run, at any rate, with¬ 
out loss ; and since tne manufactury of these “ waste ” 
products converts a possible source of disease into food 
material for plants or animals, even a slight monetary 
loss would mean a hygienic gain to the community. 

Economy as a science we, as a people, know next to 
nothing about: and as a practice individually, in most 
cases it only follows necessity. Descendants of several 
races of Northern pirates, living with the sea all around 
us, it is little wonder that we should be a race of adven¬ 
turers—and we have set our mark on the map of the 
world, and have drawn money and material from many 
lands. That, and the enormous advantage of our early 
application of steam power to manufacture, have made 
us independent of those organised economies which 
poorer nations have found necessary if they are to 
make headway at all. 

But our “advantages” are materially lessened with 
the incoming of the present century. Other nations, 
and our own offspring, are working on newer lines, ana 
with the assistance of the most wasteful spendthrifts 
that any country with an elected government has ever 
known, we shall find ourselves compelled to tuin our 
attention to organised economies. For this reason we say 
that the paper by Mr. Lloyd and his co-worker is a dis¬ 
tinctly valuable contribution to our own little section, 
and less directly to the community. 

Mr. Lloyd points out that he has not debited the cost 
of power—waste steam. Possibly he debits the buildings 
to a capital account, or has included them in the item 
of depreciation. Obviously, if existing buildings were 
used they could not be available for other purposes, and 
would come into account. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


A SUGGESTED IMPROVEMENT IN EQUINE CASTRATION. 

Eduardo Reopaldiza y Ugarta contributed an in¬ 
teresting paper upon this subject to the veterinary 
Bection of the National Congress of Medicine. Qe 
regards the castration of the horse as a necessary 
evil, which, although it renders horses docile and 
submissive, causes a remarkable diminution in the 
power of resistance against both diseases and the 
fatigue occasioned by muscular labour. The im¬ 
mediate losses from the direct effects of castration, 
such as hsemorrhages and infections, oan be reduced 
to insignifioant proportions by modern surgioal 
methods. The more remote losses arising from di¬ 
minished resistance of the animals, in the author's 
view, are considerable in the army, although they 
cannot be calculated, or even approximately assessed 
on account of lack of statistics. He believes that 
these losses may be averted by a more rational 


method of castration. For this it is necessary to 
remember the double secretory function of the testi¬ 
cles, and by a surgical artifice to suppress the ex¬ 
ternal or spermatic secretion, which proceeds from 
the epithelium of the testicular tubules and is the 
principal cause of the indocility of the horse by 
reason of the venereal excitation which it provokes, 
while at the same time preserving the internal hor- 
monic, or interstitial secretion, which comes from 
the interstitial connective tissue of the testis. This 
objeot may be effected by the simple operation of 
dividing or ligating the vasa deferentia. 

The operation offers great advantages on the 
grounds of simplicity and humanity, for the vessels 
and nerves of the spermatic cord are so far removed 
from the vas deferens that there is no necessity to 
touoh them at all. The horse is thrown, the scro¬ 
tum is cleaned and disinfected, and eaoh of the 
testicular sacs is then treated as follows. An open¬ 
ing from one to two centimetres (= about from finch 
to * inch) in length is made in the external and 
posterior part of the sac, and the vas deferens is 
reached and brought outside the wound by means of 
a needle resembling a neurectomy needle. It is then 
ligated with catgut or with antiseptic silk. The 
operation may he limited to simple ligation, or, if 
desired the duct may afterwards be divided above 
the ligature. The vas deferens is then re introduced 
into the testicular sac, the wound is sutured, and 
the operation is complete. 

The operation amounts to a surgical isolation of 
the spermatic secretion of the testicle from its in¬ 
ternal secretion. As a result, the spermatic portion 
of the gland atrephies. Numerous experiments 
made by Ancel and Bouin, and others following 
them, have demonstrated this fact, which accords 
with the general physiological rule that the obstruc¬ 
tion or ligation of the excretory duct of a gland is 
followed first by a notable diminution and after¬ 
wards by the complete arrest of its secretion. 
Animals castrated in this manner remain sterile, but 
retain the other qualities of virility which render 
them more valuable for work than ordinary geldings, 
while the total suppression of the spermatic secre¬ 
tion deprives them of the turbulent character of 
stallions. 

Experimental operations, performed at different 
periods of life, have not yielded exactly the same re¬ 
sults. It is therefore necessary to discover what is 
the most suitable age for this operation by a series 
of sufficiently numerous experiments upon subjects 
of different ages. The author suggests that the 
Spanish Ministry of War should form a veterinary 
commission to experiment and report upon this 
point .—(Revista de Higiene y Sanidad Pecuarias ). 

W.R.C. 

[I believe, though I am not sure, that this system 
of castrating has been known for a long time to the 
veterinarians of our own army, and perhaps of 
others. I fancy it has been found useful in cam¬ 
paigns, when done with the object of minimising 
the risk and shock to the horses. I have not hither¬ 
to seen it suggested with the idea of preserving the 
internal secretion of the testicle.— Transl.] 
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Conference of Veterinary Inspectors held in the 
University of Durham College op Medicine, 
Nkwcastle-on-Tyne, on Thursday, July 31 st. 


President : John Malcolm, F.R.C.V.S., Veterinary In¬ 
spector, Birmingham. 

Hon. Local Secretary : Thomas Parker, f.r.c.v.s. 
Hon, Recording Secretary : James R. Hayhurst, 
M.R C.V.S., D.V.S.M., (Viet.) 

The following members Bigned the attendance book:— 
Mr. John Malcolm, Birmingham : Dr. J. Share Jones, 
Liverpool; Messrs. George P. Male, Reading ; John 
Brown, Invergordon ; Trevor F. Spencer, Kettering; 
Fredk. Leeds Gooch, Stamford ; Prof. S. H. Gaiger, 
Glasgow • Messrs. Joseph Abson, Sheffield ; Bren Dan 
de Vine, Birmingham ; T. R. Jarvie, Gateshead ; Prof. 
M. Hay, Aberdeen ; Messrs. J. H. Wynne, Denbigh ; 
William P. Neal, (Deputy, City Corporation); William 
Watt, Capt. r.a.v.c. • A. Douglas, Ayrshire ; J. O. 
Powley, B. of A. ; W. Jackson Young, Edinburgh ; 
E. J. Burndred, Blackburn ; J. S. Lloyd, Sheffield ; 
G. H. Locke, Manchester: J. P. Isherwood, Blyth ; 
James Lindsay, Eston ; E. Lyne Dixson, Margate ; 
W. H. Clarke, Coventry; T. Wilkinson, Lanchester ; 
George R. Dudgeon, Sunderland ; A. Bleakey, Swinton ; 
E. W. Robson, Newcastle ; C. Raimes : J Pennock, 
Sunderland; W. Bean, Longleat; W. Rider, Beamish; 
E. Nutthall, Shelford; R. Clayton, Macclesfield; Geo. H. 
Anderson, Middlesborough ; Frank White, Bradford ; 
E. J. Williams, Wrexham ; G. Davis, 

James Cumming, Aberdeen; W. H. Brooke, Hands- 
worth; H. Dawes, West Bromwich ; Frank J. Pullen, 
James R. Hayhurst, Corporation of London; Thos. 
Parker, Newcastle : Lt-Col. Brittlebank, Manchester ; 
Prof. Wooldridge, London ; Dr. Edmund Smith, York ; 
CoL Fritzwilliams; A. Gofton, Edinburgh; Elphick, 
Senr., Newcastle ; Councillor Kaye, Councillor Bash- 
forth, Sheffield ; W. Templeton, Lanarkshire ; J. A. 
Priestley, Sheffield; Harrv Peele, Durham ; John 
Cameron, Berwick-on-Tweea ; J. Wright Conchie, Kid¬ 
derminster ; B. Hoadley, Durham ; W. Awde, Stockton- 
on-Tees. 


RABIES. 

Sir Stewart Stockman. 

[In the absence of Sir S. Stockman, this paper was read 
by the President, Mr. J. Malcolm.] 

Rabies was finally eradicated from the United King¬ 
dom in 1902, and stringent measures as regards imported 
dogs had been passed by Parliament to enable the Board 
to guard against its introduction from without. All 
such measures, however, depend upon the ability of the 
preventive authorities to enforce them, and to a large 
extent at least on the disposition of the public to respect 
their provisions and their object. 

It was possible to re-introduce rabies only by import¬ 
ing an infected dog and letting it loose. A dog infected 
in the rabies sense, however, is not necessarily an animal 
showing ontward symptoms of rabies, for a dog infected 
by the bite of another may not develop the disease until 
several months afterwards. The basic principle of regula¬ 
tions for the exclusion of rabies is to impose upon im¬ 
ported dogs a period of observation in quarantine which 
is sufficient to cover the usual extent of the latent period 
of the disease. This, apparently, simple method is un¬ 
failingly effective, provided dog owners are prevented 
or refrain from smuggling in dogs in defiance of the 
regulations and their object. 

For 16 years these measures were successful in pre¬ 
venting the re-introduction of rabies, and the Uuited 
Kingdom was, in a sense, a happy land for dogs and dog 
owners. Owing to the extraordinary conditions arising 
out of the war, however, and partly to the fact that after 
prolonged unfamiliarity with the disease a section of the 


British public failed, or refused, to realise the gravity to 
man and dog of introducing rabies into a clean country, 
the preventive measures broke down as regards the two 
main props upon which their effectiveness depended. 
The executive preventive authorities at the ports had to 
meet a very abnormal situation, in which their ordinary 
powers and facilities were greatly curtailed ; this was 
accentuated by aerial traffic. The dog importing public 
was also enormously increased and alterea in character. 

The first case of suspicion in connection with which 
toe Board received notification and an opportunity of 
inquiring into fully was from Devonport, and examina¬ 
tion was completed on August 30th. The material sent 
up for examination was not fresh, but it was submitted 
to a series of expeditious tests for diagnosis instead of 
relying entirely on the older method which requires 
from 14-30 days. 

The results were highly suspicious of rabies although 
the material was not fresh. The problem, however, at 
that time was not merely the diagnosis of rabies, but 
also whether the disease had invaded England after an 
absence of 16 years. A Veterinary Inspector was dis¬ 
patched to the district to inquire into and report 
whether mysterious deaths of dogs had been taking 
place. As the result of his inquiry and the information 
acquired at the laboratory, rabies was declared to exist 
on the 7th September. 

On September 9th an Order was issued prohibiting 
movement of dogs out of Cornwall and Devon ana 
applying muzzling regulations to an area round Ply¬ 
mouth. Owing to the spread of disease the muzzling 
regulations were eventually applied to parts of the Petty 
Sessions Divisions of Ermington and Plympton, Mid- 
Roborough and Tavistock in the County of Deven, and 
East South, East Middle, West Hundred, Powder East, 
Powder Ty wardreath, and parts of Trigg and Pydar in 
the County of Cornwall. The muzzling regulations 
applied to the remainder of Cornwall and Devon were 
less stringent. 

Owing to various obstacles there was considerable de¬ 
lay in the serious application of muzzling in practice, 
and it may be said that its effective application did not 
obtain until the latter half of October. Table 1 shows 
the incidence of the disease from Aug. 24th to Dec. 31st. 
The cases are stated in monthly periods, not merely for 
convenience but because a month is a usual incubative 
period in gabies, and to some extent, at least, the crop 
of cases arising in one monthly period reflects tne amount 
of further spread, occasioned by the crop of cases in the 
previous month. 

Table 1. 


Number of outbreaks of rabies in each of the monthly 
periods ending on the following dates:— 


Sept, at 

Plymouth District 14 

Cornwall— 

(Excluding that part of 
the County included in 
the Plymouth district) 1 
Devonshire— 

(Excluding that por¬ 
tion of the County in¬ 
cluded in the Plymouth 
district) 1 

Whole of Cornwall and 
Devonshire 16 


Oct.19 Nov 16 Dec.i4 Jan. it 

45 20 10 2* 

4 6 4 3* 

2 — — — 
51 26 14 5 


Grand total up to 31st December. 112. 

♦These eases occurred before December 31, but were confirmed later. 


It will be observed that a very notable decrease began 
in toe monthly number of eases in the more congested 
Plymouth district almost immediately muzzling was 
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effectively applied. Muzzling is admittedly very useful, 
though by do means wholly effective, in depriving a maa 
dog of its power to injure and inoculate others, but 
muzzling, without restrictions on movement, applied to 
infected areas would be very ineffective in preventing 
the dissemination of rabies. When the Board took charge 
of the outbreak in Devon and Cornwall the position was 
serious owing to the length of time the disease had been 
lurking undiscovered. Two important fortuitous cir¬ 
cumstances, however, aided the operations. Firstly, the 
majority of the cases were of the paralytic form, which 
greatly curtailed their wanderings and their ability to 
bite; and, secondly, the majority of cases which ran 
elected to take a westerly direction, and by so doing came 
up against an effective sea barrier. Had it not been for 
these factors the situation might have been very much 
worse. 

A special organisation was set in motion at the labora- 
tary to accomplish expeditious diagnosis by tests in all 
reported cases, and the Board became entirely responsible 
for the diagnosis. The results of this were very satis¬ 
factory, as it became possible to give a definite diagnosis 
in as short a time as five hours after receipt of material, 
instead of from 14-30 days as obtained during former 
outbreaks. 


Arrangements were made for seeking out c<*8es of hu¬ 
man beings who bad been bitten, and through the Local 
Government Board for their treatment; 21 people were 
sought out and sent for treatment. There have been no 
deaths from hydrophobia. 

Inquiry was set on foot to discover, if possible, the 
origin of infection. This was not established beyond 
the fact that the origin must have been an infected dog 
imported into the country in defiance of the regulations. 
Inquiry, however, furnished satisfactory evidence that 
infection was introduced at least as far back as about 
the middle of May, that is to say, about three and a half 
months before the first authentic case was brought to 
the notice of the Board and suitable material furnished 
to enable, a definite diagnosis to be made. Evidence 
was obtained of some 20 dogs in the neighbourhood 
which, in the light of our then existing information, had 
probably died from or been poisoned on account of rabies, 
their owners having stated that they had become vicious. 

As is well known, rabid dogs incline to wander long 
distances from home, and some of these earlier cases, as 
subsequent events snowed, had sewn infection plenti¬ 
fully over a wide area of Devon and Cornwall. The 
position was further complicated by the difficulty of ob¬ 
taining a sufficient supply of muzzles for some time after 
the Board took the disease in hand. 

Leaving out the earlier cases, about which the Board 
had. only circumstantial evidence, the number actually 
arising between Aug. 30, when tne first case was diag¬ 
nosed at the laboratory, and the 31st December was 112. 

Much valuable and interesting information has been 
accumulated at the laboratory as regards methods of 
quick and accurate diagnosis, and .from the outbreak 
papers at the office regarding the epizootiology of rabies. 
This information, however, would be incomplete without 
drawing upon cases which occurred subsequent to the 
year under report, and it is proposed to deal with this 
part of the subject at another time. 

Some important information was forthcoming during 
the period under report on the incubation periods of 
those cases in which it was possible to establish the date 
of the infecting bite with reasonable accuracy; this will 
be found in Table 2. 

The distances covered, as the crow flies, during their 
run in the case of eight dogs, about which reasonably 
accurate information was available, was as follows:—In 
one case 20 miles, but the dog was shot while still going 
strong because it bit a man; m another case eight miles, 
but was then shot because it had bitten two men and' 


seven dogs; in another case 20 miles, when it was shot ; 
in another case 12 miles^ when it was captured by & 
policeman whom it bit—it died in captivity; in another 
case 22 miles, when it was captured and shot for attack¬ 
ing ducks ; in another case 30 miles, when it was shot 
while still going strong; in another case 12 miles, when, 
after biting 10 people, it returned to its home and died 
two days afterwards ; in another case 30 miles, and died 
exhausted. 

Table 2 . 


Case 

Species 

Between Infection 
and Symptoms 

Symptoms 

appeared 

Remarks 

1 

Dog 

At least 24 days October 

— 

2 

n 

34 days 
79-85 days 

October 

— 

3 

n 

November 

— 

4 

n 

65 days 

November 

Bitten by same 
dog as 1 and 2 

5 

»» 

Bovine 

7£ months 
(in quarantine) 

Mar. (’19) 

— 

6 

22 days 

December \ 


7 

» 

23 „ 

ii 


8 

it 

27 „ 

»i 

All bitten by 

9 

•» 

27 „ 

ii 

' same dog 

10 

ii 

34 „ 

ii 

11 

n 

84 „ 

Feb. (’19) J 



The Utilisation op Condemned Meat and other 

FOODSTUFFS WITH WASTE PRODUCTS OF SLAUGHTER¬ 
ING, IN THE MANUFACTURE OF POULTRY, PlG AND 

Dog Foods. 

By J. S. Lloyd, f.r.c.v.8., d.y.s m., Chief Veterinary 
Inspector, and J. A. Priestley, Cleansing Superinten¬ 
dent, Sheffield. 

It is not our intention to deal in an exhaustive man¬ 
ner with the subject, but shortly to relate what steps 
are being taken to deal efficiently and economically 
with such products in the city of Sheffield. 

Early in 1917, owing to circumstances arising from 
the war, the Government felt compelled to send out a 
notice asking everyone able to do so to keep pigs, and 
to UB6 waste products from slaughter-houses, private 
residences, hotels, and such places, in the feeding of them. 
The latter was even of more importance than the for¬ 
mer, as owing to interference with shipping, pig foods 
formerly imported from abroad had to be discontinued; 
whilst in regard to the former, fats of all descriptions 
were urgently needed both for food and munitions. 

Acting upon our advice the Sheffield Corporation de¬ 
cided to start pig keeping on a small scale, and in order 
to do this utilised disused stables and loose-boxes at the 
Cleansing depots for the purpose. 

Previous to this time, condemned meat from the 
Sheffield slaughter-houses had been handed over to a 
firm of knacker-men, who abstracted the fat, and utilised 
the residue for the making of fertilisers. It appeared 
to us that there was a better way of dealing with this 
condemned meat if it was retained in the hands of the 
Corporation, and we first of all experimented with the 
utilisation of this meat in the following manner. 

The meat was cut up. and boiled for several hours in 
a steam jacketed pan, the tallow skimmed off, the liquid 
used to feed pigs, and sold to other pig-keepers for the 
same purpose; afterwards the boiled residue was put 
through a mincing machine, dried, and nsed for feeding 
purposes as granulated meat. This process was not en¬ 
tirely satisfactory. It was found that the broth from 
the cooked meat would not keep for more than a couple 
of days owing to fermentative changes, whilst in hot 
weather it would not keep even so long. The steam 
jacketed pan was constructed for a low steam pressure, 
and it is probable that the slow process of cooking 
something to do with the fermentation which subse¬ 
quently took place. 
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We ought, before proceeding, to point out that this 
was not the first attempt of the Sheffield Corporation to 
deal in an economical manner with waste food, as in 1911 
the Corporation put down plant for the manufacture of 
fish guano from condemned fish and fish offal collected 
within the city. This plant consisted of a steam jacketed 
drying cylinder in which the condemned fish and offal 
was treated for six or eight hours. During the whole 
process the material was agitated by scrapers revolving 
in the interior of the cylinder. The dry material was 
put through a disintegrator and disposed of for fertili¬ 
sing purposes. This plant has been in successful opera¬ 
tion, ana the profits resulting have been sufficient to pay 
off the whole of the capital incurred, and the interest. 

To proceed. Seeing that our first method of treating 
condemned meat was not entirely satisfactory, a further 

S lant was installed consisting of a second steam jacketed 
rying cylinder, a bone crusher, a meat chopper, and a 
turbine centrifugal fat extractor, and these are still at 
work. The steam pressure is 60lb. to the square inch, 
with a temperature of about 280 degrees Fahrenheit. 

The meat on reception at the depot is first boned by 
the Butcher, who is provided with rubber gloves. The 
bones are put through the crusher, and the meat is cut 
up in the chopping machine. These are separately 
passed through tne drying cylinder^ which melts out a 
portion of the fat, and the residue is then placed in the 
extractor, and the fat extracted by the combined action 
of steam and centrifugal force. The resulting fat is 
clarified and supplied as a non-edible tallow for soap 
making. The residue is passed through the disintegrator 
to form shredded meat meal. The crushed bone is sold 
as bone meal for fertilising purposes. The shafts of big 
bones are sold for the making of buttons, knife handles, 


etc. 

Canned meat, condemned poultry and rabbits are 
treated in exactly the same manner, the feathers and 
skins, of course, being first removed. At various times 
considerable consignments of condensed milk have had 
to be condemned, and attempts were made to sterilise 
these in a similar manner. It was however found, that 
the sugar in the milk became charred by the heating, 
and so was useless as pig food. It is now mixed with 
water, and sterilised by boiling, when it becomes a valu¬ 
able pig food. 

The refuse obtained from slaughter-houses suitable 
for animal food is blood, intestines, third stomachs of 
cattle, and stomachs and intestines of small ruminants. 
The blood is dried in the steam jacketed drying cylinder 
to produce material suitable either for feeding or ferti¬ 
lising purposes. If to be used for feeding purposes 
waste vegetables are dried and disintegrated, and mixed 
with the dried blood, forming a blood mixture which 
can be economically and safely fed to pip. The dried 
vegetables can be similarly mixed with meat meal if 
desired. . , 

In Sheffield it is still the custom among butchers to 
take the intestines, third stomachs, etc., to their own 
premises, where they are cleaned and boiled for pig food. 
These, however, can be dealt with at your own Depdt if 


desired. 

Condemned fish and fish offal, after being through the 
steam jacketed drying cylinder, can be passed through 
the centrifugal machine and de-oiled, leaving a fish meal 
which can be safely fed in small quantities to either 
poultry or pigs. . , _ 

A word of caution here is required. Our experience 
proves that in the case of pip intended for human food, 
it is absolutely necessary that no fish meal be fed to 
such pigs for at least a month previous to slaughter, 
otherwise the flesh is most distinctly tainted with fish 


Oar practice in Sheffield has been to use fish meal, 
meat meal, blood and vegetable mixture in small quan¬ 


tities, mixed with damaged cereals and boiled potatoes, 
for pig feeding. The amount of thebe concentrated 
meals varies from less than a pound for young pigs, to 
three pounds for large pip for a day. In this connection 
we have turned to good account damaged wheat and 
other cereals, and more particularly such cereals as 
tapioca, rice, sago, etc., which have been damaged owing 
to rain in railway trucks during transit. Such damaged 
grain is always well boiled before being fed to the pigs. 

All pip whilst being finished off for the butcher are 
fed on thirds, barley and Indian meal. 

Shell-fish are treated in the same way as condemned 
fish and fish offal, but the residue after drying is riddled 
to separate the shell from the fish meal: tne shell is 
afterwards ground down to be used as poultry grit. 

So far, practically nothing has been done in regard to 
a preparation of dog food, other than the using of boiled 
meat in small quantities for feeding to dogs direct. 
There is no doubt, however, that the meat when thorough¬ 
ly cooked, will be quite safe for mixing with meal to 
form dog biscuits, and steps are now being taken to find 
purchasers for meat for this purpose. 

From the appended balance sheet for the year ending 
25th March, 1919, it will be seen that the capital cost of 
the plant erected in Sheffield has been £1000, whilst 
the sales and stock in hand amounted to £2293, leaving 
after all expenses had been paid a profit of practically 
£935. It Bhould be mentioned also that the steam 
utilised is obtained from the Destructor, and is not 
debited against the scheme, as if not so used it would 
otherwise be wasted. 

Our venture in pig-keeping has not been quite so satis¬ 
factory, as we were unfortunate in the first instance, 
having purchased pigs which in less than a week proved 
to be affected with Swine Fever and through which we 
lost the sum of £75. At 25th March, 1919, this loss haB 
been made good, whilst a small profit of £3 had been 
made, and the Btock in hand amounted to £332. Since 
March 25th to date, pigs amounting to £142 have been 
sold for human food, whilst the value of the stock has 
increased to £370. 

At first we purchased all our pigs, but came to the 
conclusion that purchasing pigs was not so economical 
as breeding them, because although there was no limit 
to the price of live pigs, the pigs when fattened had to 
be sold at the controlled price. It was impossible to 
purchase store pigs for feeding at the same price per 
stone as we had to sell out the same pigs when fattened 
for slaughter. At present the Corporation have five 
litters of pigs which are home bred, and five sows have 
been mated, from which further litters are expected. 

We are, on the whole, satisfied that pigs can be kept 
to pay a profit, whilst as to the pront on the sale of 
treated condemned meat and offais, the balance sheet 
submitted is satisfactory proof. 

From a sanitary point ot view there is moreover the 
satisfaction of knowing that the condemned meat does 
not pass out of the hands of the Corporation, and that 
it is treated and utilised on the premises in an economi¬ 
cal and efficient manner. 

Lately we have established on a small scale a system 
of collecting vegetable and house refuse. Carters 
collecting dustbins are supplied with a spare bin. in 
which are placed household scraps, etc., ana these wnen 
delivered at the depot are boilea and ted with meal to 
the pigs. This part of the subject has not been pressed, 
for the reason that it has long been the custom in 
Sheffield for pig-keepers to collect such waste from 
private houses, hotels, hospitals, etc., and the Corpora¬ 
tion had no wish to interfere. 

In regard to the accommodation for pig-feeding, the 
Corporation have quite recently converted some dis¬ 
used buildings into 15 suitable pig-styes, together with 
boiling house, mess-room, food store, etc., these are 
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situate near the Cleansing Depot, and in such a position 
as to make it practically impossible for the pig-keeping 
to cause a nuisance or annoyance to anyone. 

In additon to the balance sheet we also append an 
analysis of the waste products when finished at our 
Depot, and as used by us or placed on the market for 
sale. 

City of Sheffield Cleansing Department. 

Balance Sheet of Waite Utilisation Plant 
for the Year ended ~&th March, 1919 . 

Expenditure. 

Wages £586 5 9 

Raw material purchased 154 9 3 

„ „ Cartage of 61 0 0 

Waste collection—motors and vehicles 406 15 8 

Interest on Capital, 5% 50 0 0 

Depreciation do. 10% 100 0 0 

Profit balance 934 19 8 



£2293 10 4 

No debit is made for steam which 
product not otherwise utilised. 

is a Destructor 

Income . 


Sales of Meat Meal 

£370 11 3 

Bone Meal 

112 0 5 

Fish Guano 

724 10 11 

Blood and Vegetables 

153 18 8 

Tallow 

525 11 3 

Other Products 

76 16 10 

Stocks in hand 

330 1 0 


£2,293 10 4 


Analysis of Waste Products. 



Bone 

Fish 

Meat 

Dried 

Tallow Blood & 


Meal 

Meal 

Meal 

Blood Greases Vegetabs 

Moisture 

1059 

18*30 

14*64 

3074 

24*56 

7'52 

Proteids 

35 ’ 3 J 

54 75 

64/45 


5742 

5*69 

Fats 

”79 

6*32 

826 

1271 

2*45 

Fibre and undeter¬ 





mined matter 

5**5 

— 

— 

584 

— 

— 

Min’raJ matter(ash) 37*16 

80*63 

1265 

11.22 

5 * 3 * 

i8'33 

Carbohydrate* 

— 

— 

— 

— 


20*01 

Food Units 

107 

152 

182 

130 

175 

155 

Nitrogen 

Phosphates 

— 

913 
21 01 

9-53 

6*43 

— 

— 

638 

9*60 


Cleansing and Baths Department, 
Town Hall, Sheffield, June 18,1919. 


Discussion. 

Mr. James R. Hayhurst congratulated the authors 
on their moat excellent paper, which he thought should 
be of great assistance to Local Authorities and officials 
in deciding which was the best plant to erect to deal 
with by-products to the best advantage. As head of his 
department under the Corporation of London, he in¬ 
formed the meeting that practically all local authorities 
before the war destroyed all waste in abattoirs by burn¬ 
ing it in the local refuse destructor, but that the Corpora¬ 
tion of London had very many years ago erected a di¬ 
gester in order to utilise all diseased, unsound, and un¬ 
wholesome meat and waste by-products. A b x however, 
the best results were not obtained from this plant, a 
large German machine—the “ Podewils ” plant was in¬ 
stalled about twelve years ago at great cost. By this 

S rocess large quantities of meat meal and fat were pro- 
uced, the former being sold as a poultry food and also 
to dog biscuit manufacturers, and the latter to soap 
makers. 

This machine, however, had recently been scrapped, 
partly because it was out of date, wasteful, and gave off 
an offensive smell when being worked, and partly owing 
to wear and tear. 


Mr. Hayhurst stated that members of the Corporation 
of London and himself had visited several places in 
London and district in order to ascertain which was the 
best plant, and had decided on the “ I well ” machine, 
which was the dry process and much better than the 
wet process, because no live steam is brought into con¬ 
tact with the material so that the nitrogen is properly 
preserved, the produots were much better to store and 
to handle in the dry state, and no offensive smells arose 
in the process. 

Although the authors had not told the meeting the 
makers of the machine which they had discussed he had 
no doubt that it was the u I well ” and he congratulated 
the authorities of the city of Sheffield on being one of 
the first to erect it. 

Mr. Hayhurst informed the meeting that from his ex¬ 
perience of fattening over 1000 pigs he could not agree 
that meat meal was suitable for pig feeding, and he had 
confirmed this opinion by separating 24 pigs, 12 of which 
had been given a part diet of meat meal and the remainder 
a diet exdudiug the meal. By this experiment he found 
that the latter after a few weeks treatment were much 
heavier than the former and in a fatter condition. He 
said that the Corporation of London never got a repeat 
order for meat meal for pig feeding purposes. He had 
found, however, that the third stomachs of cattle and 
their contents—which are not utilised by traders—when 
boiled for l£ hours proved very successful for that pur¬ 
pose. 

He confirmed the authors’ statement with regard to 
fish meal, as the fat live stock buying permit holders in 
London refused after one purchase to buypigs from a 
large society who fed on fish meal. As Chairman m 
London for the Ministry of Food he had to find other 
customers. 

Mr. Hayhurst went on to say that although the profit 
made by the Corporation of Sheffield from the utilisa¬ 
tion of diseased, unsound and unwholesome food was 
satisfactory, he advised local authorities and veterinary 
surgeons not to always expect a revenue from this source, 
as he believed that meat traders in future, now that they 
realised that Corporations and Councils were making a 
profit out of meat, offal, etc., would make application 
tor any profit, after all the expenses of the Local Autori- 
ty had been met, to be handed over to them. 

He was of opinion that in cities and large towns tra¬ 
ders would eventually form a syndicate and get the 
assistance of corporations to erect factories in order to 
utilise all by-products by carrying on industries such 
as gut scraping, blood drying, tripe boiling, and to deal 
with fat, pig-hair, etc., instead of contracting for the 
sale of these products as at present. 

Mr. Hayhurst said that this was a matter that had 
been neglected by British traders in the past, but Ameri¬ 
cans and Germans make large profits by dealing with it 
themselves. If they did that he did not see why traders 
could not deal with all surrendered meat, etc.,—not 
seized and condemned meat which is practically 100% 
under the supervision of the Local Authorities on the 
Abattoir premises. For obvious reasons he considered 
that Local Authorities—except where they had farms 
—should not now fatten pigs for sale in competition 
with farmers, as it was not of such vital importance as 
two years ago, when conditions made it necessary. 

Dr. Edmund M. Smith, M.O.H., York : May I ask 
Mr. Lloyd (\) On what part of the Corporation 
premises was this work carried out? Was it at the 
Public Abattoir ? (2) Who were the makers of the ap¬ 
paratus successfully employed ? (3) Did the Corpora¬ 
tion pay anything to the owners for the condemned meat, 
and cereals to utilise? 

Mr. W. H. Brooke, Handsworth: Does Mr. Lloyd 
consider blood to be a useful food for pigs, having in 
view the fact that dogs, which are purely carnivorous 
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uunMds, and therefore should be in the beet position 
for digesting purely animal food of whatever source, die 
in a few weeks owing to the barrier opposed by the in¬ 
digestible haematin. 

What vegetable materials are mixed with blood in 
feedingpigs 1 

Mr. Thomas Parker, Newcastle-on-Tyne : The sub¬ 
ject dealt with by Messrs. Lloyd and Priestly is, perhaps, 
one of the most important that has to b3 considered ny 
Local Authorities and offers a very wide held for develop¬ 
ment. Some little time ago I was in communication 
with Mr. Sanderson, the Sanitary Inspector for Black¬ 
pool, concerning the methods of dealing with slaughter¬ 
house waste materia], and he informed me that accord¬ 
ing to his experience with a newly patented plant, the 
waste material obtained from the products of slaughter¬ 
ing 20,000 cattle, 100,000 sheep 15,000 pigs would pro¬ 
duce patent food sufficient to show a profit of £1000 
to £1500. There seems to be no reason why—in these 
districts where a large number of carcases are condemned 
annually on account of disease and other conditions 
rendering them unfit for human food—most of the con¬ 
demned foodstuffs, including those referred to should 
not be sterilised and manufactured into animals food¬ 
stuffs, so that not only would artificial manures be pro¬ 
duced for feeding the land, but there would be food pro¬ 
duced to feed animals to take the place of many whose 
carcases had been condemned, ana with a minimum of 
waste, to the benefit of all concerned. 

Capt. W. Watt, r.a.v.c., expressed the opinion that 
too much importance was being attached to the profit 
accruing to the Local Authority from the process. 
While condemned meat was rightly seized by the Local 
Authority, any salvage ought to go to the owners of the 
meat seized, and not to the credit of the Local Authority. 

At Greenock the Batchers Association rented premi¬ 
ses within the abattoir for working a digester. All 
condemned meat went, under supervision, direct from 
the detention room into the digester. Owners were 
paid fixed rates for meat received by the Association, 
and dividends on values received were paid yearly. 

Col. E. C. Fitzwilliams, c.m.g. ; Vice-President Veter¬ 
inary and Sanitary Meat Inspection, observed he arose 
with Borne diffidence as he has had the honour of being 
named a Vice-President of the Committee, although not 
a member of R.C.V.S. He, however, had had a long 
connection with Sanitary and Meat Inspection especially 
in the East, where, 15 years ago the K.S.I. first realised 
that meat Inspectors in Hong Kong and Shanghai, 
working and carrying on under the Veterinary Officers, 
had not themselves certificates. 

He, in connection with the Colonel Veterinary Officer 
lectured under the Branch of the R.S.I. which was 
opened in Hong Kong. 


He observed that the 
was somewhat unfount 


>rejudice against Chinese pork 
> if killed and examined under 
proper meat Inspectors, is not unfit for European mar¬ 
kets, could any technical reason, except prejudice be put 
forward to Chinese fed pork from the East for Western 
markets, Europeans do nonour in more cases than they 
are aware of. No festival would be complete in China 
without the pig roasted whole. Allowing the pig is a 
different shape, smaller, and does not compare in appear¬ 
ance. but I maintain he is as clean a feeder, and, if 
possible, by inspection before pat on ship could be more 
used as food value together in sausages or not and if 
necessary cheapen the price of pork to the public and 
also bring down the price of young pigs. 

Mr. E. J. Burndred, Public Health Office, Blackburn, 
that no one had mentioned what effect these artifi¬ 
cial feeds had on the carcase of pigs. Sheffield being a 
large pork eating district, he would like to ask Mr. Lloyd 
to say if he seen any diseased conditions of organs, 
more or less severe, which could be attributed to the 
feeding. 


Mr. A Gofton, City Chambers, Edinburgh, said this 
paper clearly illustrated the appalling waste which 
occurred in pre-war days, and which would in all 
probability have continued indefinitely if the threatened 
dangerous limitation of our food supplies had not com¬ 
pelled us to utilise these and other waste produets. It 
was earnestly to be hoped that there would be no rever¬ 
sion to pre-war conditions, and that the experience 
gained would be applied and extended in times of peace. 

He had, however, experience of a sentiment opposed 
to the utilisation of condemned meat after sterilisation 
for feeding animals. It was based on want of knowledge, 
but was difficult to overcome. 

He did not see any insuperable difficulty about the 
disclosures of profits from the utilisation.of slaughter¬ 
house waste. They might, as in Edinburgh, be credited 
to the slaughter-house account, and by contributing to 
the reduction of dues payable, be indirectly returned to 
the butchers. 

Councillor Joseph Kate, Sheffield : I disagree very 
strongly with some of the previous speakers with regard 
to the final disposal of condemned and surrendered 
foodstuffs in general. This once in the hands of the 
Local Authorities should not be lost sight of again un¬ 
til finally by various processes it could not be used for 
human food. If this were not done there would be grave 
danger that some of it would undoubtedly be used for 
human consumption ; and I think it is the duty of all 
representatives of Local Sanitary Committees to admin¬ 
ister the regulations from that point of view. 


UNQUALIFIED ASSISTANTS. 

To the Editor of“ The Veterinary Record.”. 

Sir,—I beg to repeat verbatim my description of un¬ 
qualified assistants a fortnight ago. I do so becauseone 
of your correspondents, who has the effrontery to sign 
himself “Fair Flay,” has chosen to misquote my words 
in order to talk about a “mis-statement.” I said “every¬ 
body knows that not a few of them are absolutely un¬ 
trained empirics—smart ex-grooms and the like—and 
that those who have had any college training at all, in 
the great majority of eases, have failed to qualify through 
faults of their own.” With its admitted reservations, I 
adhere to that statement; and I maintain that every 
man with inside knowledge of the profession is aware of 
its broad troth, though some may pretend not to be. 

1 notice that the champions of unqualified assistants 
are suggestively silent as regards those other questions 
of mine. How can the professional pretensions of either 
individual veterinary surgeons or the whole profession 
be squared with the keeping of unqualified assistants 1 
No one has tried to answer this; because it can only be 
answered in one way; and the answer will be the main 
factor in shaping the Council's decision next month. 

The point raised by another of your correspondents 
abont large practitioners being “allowed to work huge 
areas with unqualified labour” will doubtless also have 
weight in the Council chamber. Doubtless a few suc¬ 
cessful practitioners of the commercial variety wifi be 
aggrieved ; but they have been allowed to work against 
the best interests of the profession too long.—Yours truly 

“ Purist” 


Dear Sir, Obviously enough, the question pf , un¬ 
qualified assistants is really a question of whether the 
veterinary profession ought or ought not to remain 
wedded to a practice which has certainly been for lofig 
enough abandoned by other professions. 

Admittedly, such a bye-law can hardly fail to involve 
hardship to sueh as have, albeit unqualified, consistently 
trusted as a means of livelihood the employment offered 
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by the profession. On some few employers it is con¬ 
ceivable that a real hardship would thus be imposed: 
for example, a father in declining years may be enabled 
to sustain the responsibility of professional work only 
by the trusted assistance of his own son—albeit un¬ 
qualified 1 

Under these particular circumstances unqualified 
assistance surely ought not to be inconsistent with the 
fulfilment of the purpose of the proposed bye-law. 
Under these circumstances at anyrate let exemption be 
supposed. What argument remains which can reason¬ 
ably be advanced against the abolition of unqualified as¬ 
sistance ? 

Does anyone, having at heart the welfare of his pro¬ 
fession, attempt to deny the imperative need of breaking 
away now from old wavs of thinking, or the need of a 
decided movement in the direction of professional pro¬ 
gress—this apart from the claim which is ever reiterated, 
to wit, the claim as a profession to a wider recognition 
and a fuller public acknowledgement. In view of this 
Claim it Beems hardly consistent that the abolition of 
unqualified assistance should, at this time of day, be 
deemed an appropriate theme for professional con¬ 
troversy. 

How much longer is the profession to appear resigned 
to marking time on the old ground, and to the still more 
doubtful attitude of sacrificing on the the altar of in¬ 
dividual interests and individual prejudices the weal of 
the profession as a whole?—Yours faithfully, 

Old Qualified Assistant. 


GRASS DISEASE IN HORSES. 

Sir,—The following note on this subject appeared in 
the pages of The North British Agriculturist of Sept 5. 
I remember that some time back, perhaps a couple of 
seasons, Mr. McLaren, m.rc.v.s., of Brechin, wrote in 
your pages that he found the disease occurred in 
meadows in which the herbage was in the blossoming 
stage. I should like to ask if that is what happened in! 
the cases here recorded : because if Mr. McLaren’s 
experience has been confirmed, one would think that it 
should be sufficiently known in the district to prevent 
such a serious loss.—Yours faithfully, 

Com. Southton. 

“During the past few weeks about half a dozen valu¬ 
able horses have succumbed to grass disease in the 
Coupar-Angus district. The disease appears to act in the 
nature of a slow poison, the animals gradually wasting 
and dying from exhaustion.” 

[The three foregoing letters were unavoidably held over 

last week.] 

UNQUALIFIED ASSISTANTS. 

To the Editor of The Veterinary Record. 

Dear Sir,—I wonder how many members of the pro¬ 
fession realise that at the forthcoming Council meeting, 
a resolution is to be proposed which, if it becomes effec¬ 
tive, will mean that the employment of an unqualified 
assistant will be regarded as “ conduct disgraceful in a 
professional sense ” and will render the employer liable 
to be struck off the Register. 

It seems incredible that the Council should have cho¬ 
sen this particular time for the enforcement of a measure 
so autocratic and drastic, in view of the fact that, by 
general consent, emphasised by an advertisement of one 
of the teaching schools, the present demand for veteri¬ 
nary surgeons largely exceeds the supply. 

I can only suppose that the Council is anxious to get 
on with the maxing of this New World in which, we are 


told, we shall soon be living. To many of us, the old 
one was good enough, and not least to those unqualified 
assistants, many of whom have served their country for 
four long years and who, on their return, naturally ex¬ 
pected we had “ kept the home fires burning.” 

I have no time to argue as to the merits or demerits 
of assistants either qualified or otherwise, and as I em¬ 
ploy neither, I can claim to write disinterestedly. 

Let me, however, remind those responsible for this 
resolution that, as a profession, we are not in the highest 
favour just now with certain sections of the agricultural 
public, who regard us, rightly or wrongly, as responsible 
tor the, to them, more objectionable clauses in the Anaes¬ 
thetics (Animals) Act, and which succumbed to their 
opposition. Are we to add to this feeling of disfavour 
by discharging men whose practical knowledge and busi¬ 
ness taco is appreciated by hosts of desirable clients, and 
this, at a time when “ the demand for veterinary sur¬ 
geons largely exceeds the supply ? ” 

I believe this question has been before the Council 
seriously for only three months, and I submit that, in 
fairness alike to the general practitioner and the men 
themselves, so drastic a change should not become effec¬ 
tive without notice extending over some years. 

The new scale of pay in the R. A.Y.C. enables a recent 
graduate, on joining the service, to obtain an income 
exceeding that earned by the average country practi¬ 
tioner of twenty years standing. How then can the 
latter afford to pay a qualified assistant under competi¬ 
tive conditions of this calibre ? 

And what is to become of the qualified brother of 
many a practitioner ? What of him, often with a wife 
and family, who knows nothing else but the practical 
side of veterinary work ? 

Will not these men be driven to join the Association 
of Unqualified Veterinary Assistants, one of the objects 
of which might be to show that veterinary brains are of 
two varieties, the scientific and the practical, that what 
the members lack in one, they make up for in the other, 
and that the public “ pays its money and takes its choice.'* 
Your obedient servant, 

Kettering, Trevor F. Spencer, m.r.c.v.s. 

Sept. 24 1919. 


COMPULSORY PUPILAGE. 

Dear Sir,—With reference to a recent meeting of the 
Eastern Counties Division N.V.M.A., I notice much 
discussion on compulsory pupilage. To me its absurdity 
seems evident. We can surely gain a certain amount of 
experience during the vacations (roughly twenty months 
in four years), at any rate sufficient that a year's com - 
pulsory pupilage with a veterinary surgeon before going 
to college would not considerably enhance. 

Certainly the benefit and importance of being brought 
up accustomed and familiar with animals cannot be too 
highly estimated ; but even then I cannot appreciate 
any great advantage to be gained by the suggested year 
on the farm. It would be a serious loss of time—which 
these days we can ill afford, in return for any little ex¬ 
perience that would be gained. 

I venture to suggest that the many assertions regard¬ 
ing our (many of us sons of veterinary surgeons) ignor¬ 
ance is in no small degree a direct reflection on the 
profession as a whole, which may to some extent account 
for the absence of a representative on the Consultative 
Councils to be set up by the Ministry of Health, and for 
the general preference always given to the medical pro¬ 
fession. Truly a serious state of affairs. 

I am sure that during twenty months vacation there 
ought to be much mutual benefit between members of 
the profession and their student assistants. The hitter 
imparting his newly gained knowledge of ever advancing 
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theory and up-to-date methods, in return for sound 
practical help and advice. But members of the profes¬ 
sion do not seem to appreciate what I might almost call 
a duty, in view of the number of ex-service men now at 
the colleges. Rather are they satisfied with outside help, 
though satisfaction is death to progress.—Yours faitn- 
fully, 

“ Third year student.” 

BOARDED-OUT HORSES. 

A great deal has been written lately relative to this 
subject—much more in my opinion that there is any 
necessity. The grievance is that a veterinary surgeon 
is appointed for a large area, and in consequence tres¬ 
passes on the preserves of his neighbour. As far as I 
am personally concerned, my clients with boarded-out 
horses send for me just the same to attend them (1 was 
at one last night) although I was not one of the “ select¬ 
ed” veterinarians. 

The case is on all fours with the appointments by the 
Board of Agriculture of veterinary surgeons as Inspec¬ 
tors for large areas. The Board, however, is defeating 
its own ends, but I will leave that as a conundrum—or 
on second thought put it this way—that no veterinary 
surgeon of any standing would allow other veterinary 
surgeons to be prowling about his practice—there are 
ways and means to stop that. It is no use threshing 
the subject. Consider for a moment the shocking waste 
of time and money in sending a veterinary surgeon per¬ 
haps on a 20 mile journey, when in all likelihood there 
is an abler man on the spot That is no concern of mine, 
however. 

As to the appointing ef veterinary surgeons! as in the 
case of boarded-out horses, there is a certain class of 
member who hunts up such appointments for all he is 
worth. Usually he is a sort of square man in a round 
hole, with not much of a practice, and who has the 
greatest difficulty in even keeping that together. The 
busy practitioner has no time to be hunting about in 
quest of work. 

So that the unfortunate members who are left out in 
the cold in my opinion have no need to be alarmed. To 
be called away 20 miles takes up time, and the chances 
are you are missing something of much more importance 
both to yourself and to your clients.—I am yours, etc., 

Sept. 22 nd. m.r.o.v.s. 

PROPOSED E.E.F. DINNER. 

Dear Sir,—Itbaa been suggested byseveral demobilised 
R.AV.C. officers who have served with the Egyptian 
Expeditionary Force, that it would be very acceptable 
to many if K.A.V.C. officers, E.E.F., could meet, and 
again renew the many pleasant friendships made whilst 
serving in Egypt and Palestine. With this object in 
view the suggestion has been made that a dinner be held 
about the end of November, in London. 

The idea has received the approval of the Director- 
General and of Brigadier-General E. R. C. Butler, and 
it it hoped that the dinner will be honoured with their 
pretence. 


The following officers, Oapts. G. Dunkin, Jureenson, 
H. E. Powell, and Guy Sutton, have consented to act 
on a Committee, and have asked me to act as Secretary 
pro. tern. 

I should be glad therefore to hear soon from those 
who will endeavour to support the dinner, also to re¬ 
ceive the names of those who desire to serve on the 
Committee. In about a fortnight I will call a meeting 
of those wishing to serve, in order to fix a definite date 
for the dinner, elect a secretary, and thus start the 
necessary arrangements.—I am Yours faithfully, 
“Shirley,” Maidenhead. Sept 22. P. J. Simpson. 

CIVIL VETERINARY HONOURS. 

Sir,—Could either you or some of your readers settle 
the following dispute. 

It was stated by one member of a party that the only 
Civil Veterinary Surgeon to be recognised for bis tsar 
services was an Irishman. Others, while not accepting 
this stated that they believed they had read of some 
others in England, but could not prove their statement 
It was to be clearly understood that the man was not 
to be commissioned or to receive recognition for any 
public service, except as veterinary surgeon. 

I hold the stakes and act as Referee. 

[The conditions appear a suitable subject for a debating 
society to break their teeth over. Two possible names 
occurMr. F. W. Garnett, O.B.E., and Mr. A. E. Boyer, 
m.b.e. Can our readers supplement these ?] 


ARMY PAY: NEW RATES. 

Table III.— War Office Staff. 

The rates of pay of officers holding appointments 
specified in this table will be those laid down, and will 
not vary according to the rank of the holder except 
where specified. Similarly, allowances, where issuable 
will be drawn on the classification of the appointment as 
shown. Attached officers will draw the allowances of 
their rank. 


Pay per day 

Army Veterinary Department— 
Director-General, A.V.S. £3 14 6 
Deputy Director-Gen., A.V.S. 3 6 0 

Assistant Director-General ) 

A.V.S. j 


Pay of rank 
(Major) 
plus 2s 9d. 


Classification 
for allowance 

3 

5 

9 


Table VIII.— Army Veterinary Service. 


Colonel £2 15 0 

Lieutenant-Colonel 2 9 0 

M^jor 1 13 - 0 

Major 2 after 5 years’ service as such 1 19 0 

Captain 15 0 

Captain, after 2 years’ service as such 17 6 

Captain, holding higher rank by Brevet, 

in addition 2 0 

Lieutenant l 0 0 


[There are many supplementary details which consider¬ 
ations of space—and complexity, compel us to pass.] 


Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Married. Unmarried. Total prr Annum. 
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6 

"2 

0 
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CAREERS FOR EX-SERVICE MEN. 

The recent communication from the Ministry of La- 1 
bour published in The Veterinary Record was intended 
to refer to the general need for training vacancies and is 
similar to one published by other professional journals. 

The notice should not be taken as having been speci¬ 
fically applicable to veterinary students. The number 
of training vacancies for these depends solely on the 
accommodation in the veterinary schools which is still 
more than adequate for the number of applicants. 


Dirty Milk. 

Dr. Henry Kenwood has contributed a chapter on 
“Child Welfare and Cow’s Milk : Our Duty/’ in a recent¬ 
ly published book on Mothercraft, in which he says 
“Much of the milk which is sold is dangerously dirty, 
and this dirt in milk is responsible for much infant 
sickness and mortality, especially in the summer months. 
From 5 to 10 per cent, of all the samples of cow’s milk 
examined have contained the cow germ of consumption, 
and in young children nearly half the fatal cases of ab¬ 
dominal tuberculosis are due to this germ. Occasionally 
milk infected by human agencies causes epidemics of 
diphtheria, enteric fever, scarlet fever, etc. ; 10 per cent 
of all the samples of milk taken under the Sale of Food 
and Drugs Acts in England and Wales and submitted 
to the public analyst are found to be adulterated.” 


Pay in the Indian Medical Service. 

The following note on the amended scale of pay in 
I.M.S., taken from The Lancet , may be of interest for 
comparison :— 

“The scale of pay has recently been greatly increased. 
A lieutenant on appointment now receives Rs. 550 a 
month (equivalent at the present rate of exchange, the 
continuance of which cannot be guaranteed, to £605 
per annum). Those who have had three years or more 
previous service will enter in the rank of Captain on 
I Its. 700 a month (or £770 a year). An officer who is 
appointed to the Service in 1919 or 1920 may claim to 
retire on a gratuity of £1200 on completion of eight 
years’ service from date of permanent appointment, 
provided he has given notice oi his intention to retire 18 
months before the date of retirement. An officer so re¬ 
tiring will also be eligible for a free return passage to 
Europe, if claimed within three months of retirement.” 

On the Civil side the new rates per mensem are for, 
Director General lts. 3500, Deputy Director-General Rs. 
2150, Assistant Director-General 1700, down to Insp. 
Gen. of Prisons Central Prov. 1800. 


Original articles and reports should be written on one side 
of the paper only and authenticated by the names and 
addresses of writers, not necessarily for publication. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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period in | 1 g 16 
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3 
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19 

47 
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216 
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463 

1 

24 

25 

20 

40 

67 

34 

98 
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1942 
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( i) Confirmed, (b) Reported by Looal Authorities. t Counties affected, animals attacked :— 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Sept. 23, 1919 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
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54 
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21 
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Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Sept. 22.1919 
Note. —The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. • As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extracts from London Gazette 

War Office, Whitehall, Sept. 17. 

Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Supern. Capt. R. M. Bamford, o.b.e., is restd. to the 
estabt. (Aug. 14). 

Capt. H. A. Stewart relinquishes the temp, rank of 
Maj. on ceasing to be specially empld. (April 22). 

Capt. J. Harrison relinquishes the actg. rank of Maj. on 
ceasing to hold the appt. of D.A.D.V.S. (March 24). 

Sept. 18. 

Major W. C. Lowe to be actg. Lt.-Col. while holding the 
appt. of A.D.V.S. (April 16). 

Sept. 19. 

Temp. Lts. to be temp. Capts.!—H. R. Allen, T. H. 
Jones (July 22). 

Sept. 22 

Temp. Lt. W. A. Williams to be temp. Capt. (July 22). 

Territorial Force, Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Sept. 19. 

Capt. H. W. Southall (t.f.), to acting Maj. (July 10). 

Sept. 22. 

Capt. W. Stothert to be Maj. with prec. as from March 
16, 1917. (April 1). 

Sept. 23. 

Maj. K. McL. McKenzie, d.s.o., relinquishes tne actg, 
rank of Lt.-Col, (April 10). 

The following relinquish the actg. rank of Maj. (April 
3): —Temp. Capt. J. B. A. Hare, Capt. J. H. Lockwood, 
t.f., Capt. T. A. B. Cocksedge, t.f. (April 4 ). 

Temp. Capt. V. R. de Boissiere relinquishes his commn. 
on completion of service (April 20), and retains the 
rank of Capt. (substituted for the notification in the 
Gazette of Aug. 27). 


Personal. 

Mr. C. J. Reakes has been appointed Director-Gen. 
of the Dept, of Agriculture, Industries and Commerce, 
Wellington, New Zealand. 

Colonel A. R. Young takes his place has Director of 
the Live Stock Division. 

Mr. A. H. Jones and Mr. J. H. McLaren were judges 
of the class for Colliery horses at the Abergavenny Show. 


Prof. J. R. McCall was re-appointed lecturer on 
veterinary science at the West of Scotland Agricultural 
College, at a recent meeting of the Governors. 

Mr. James Taylor, Assist. Vety. Inspector for 
Lanarkshire, has intimated his resignation. 

Mr. Charles Sheather, f.r.c.v.s., of York Terrace. 
Regent’s Park, left £23,295. 


The late Mr. W. Q. Schofield. 

One of the best known veterinary surgeons in the 
West Riding of Yorkshire, Mr. W. G. Schofield, j.p., 
formerly of Mayor’s Walk, Pontefract, passed away at 
Bridlington on the 11th inst. 

Mr. Schofield was a son of the late Mr. John Schofield, 
veterinary surgeon, of Pontefract, and succeeded his 
father in practice, which he held until a few years ago, 
when he resigned owing to ill health, and went to reside 
at Bridlington. Mr. Schofield was in his 71st year. 
Living in an agricultural district, he covered a wide area 
in his professional capacity. He was also an inspector 
for the Board of Agriculture for many years, and was 
very much esteemed not only by his brother practitioners 
but by the farmers amongst whom he moved. He did 
much public work, was for many years a member of the 
Pontefract Town Council and for six years an alderman. 
He had been a Pontefract Borough Justice of the Peace 
for 15 years. In politics he was a staunch Conservative, 
and was vice-chairman of the Pontefract Conservative 
and Unionist Club. His son is Lt.-Col. W. E. Schofield, 

R.A.V.C. 

The late Prof. Dupuis. 

The death is announced of Prof. G. Dupuis, Director 
of the Veterinary School at Cureghem, Brussels. Grad¬ 
uating at the Cureghem School in 1877, M. Dupuis was 
appointed as a “repetitor” at his Alma Mater in the same 
year. Afterwards, in addition to his tutorial work, he 
studied human medicine, and gained the degree of M.D. 
at the University of Brussels in 1882. In 1887 he became 
Professor of general therapeutics at the Cureghem 
School, and in 1906 he was appointed sub-director at 
that institution under the late Prof. Degive, ou whose 
subsequent retirement he finally became Director. He 
did not a little experimental work upon the actions of 
certain drugs, among others of salol, naphthol, terpene, 
terpinol, resorcin, picric acid, tannalbin, formol, adrena¬ 
lin, scopolamine, and boric acid. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914 , SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Sept. 16, 1919 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
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Royal College of Veterinary Burgeons. 

President: Mr. J. McKinna, f.b.c.v.8. 

Vice-Presidents: Mr. F. W. Garnett, c.b.e., m.b.c.v.8., j.p. 

Dr. O. Ch&rnock Bradley, m.d., d.sc., 

CH.B , M.R.O.V.8. 

Secretary and Registrar: Mr. Fred Bullock, 

10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C. 1. 


NATIONAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION 

President; Dr. O. Char nock Bradley, Prin. R.V. Coll., Bdin. 
See: Mr. J. W. Brittlebank, 11 r.c.v.s. (on Service), 

Town Hall, Manchester 

Assist. See : Mr. W. L. Harrison, f.r.c.y.b. (on Service), 

11 Anchor Terrace, Sonthwark Bridge, S.E. 
Treas : Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, f.r.o.v.b. ( Acting Hon . See), 
Ryl. Vet. Coll., Camden Town n.w. 

Northern Branch: 

Pres, Mr. W. A. Taylor, (F) Brick Street, Manohester 
Han. Sec. Mr. A. W. Noel Pillers, (F) 

71 Smithdown Lane, Liverpool 
Lancashire V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. G, H. Looke, m.r.o.v.b., 

Grosvenor-Btreet. Manohester 
Hon. See. Mr. J. W. Brittlebank, m.r.o.v.b., 

Town Hall, Manohester 
Hon. Treas: Mr. E. H. Stent, m.r.o.v.b., Preston-st, Hnlme 
Meetings, let Thursday in April, June, Sept., A Deo. 

Litrrpool University V.M.S. 

Pres : Mr. J. P. Heyes, f.r.c.v.s., Wigan 

Hon. See : Mr. A. Walker, f.r.o.v.b., Mill Lane, West Derby 

Pathological 8ec: Mr. D. C. Matheson, f.r.c.v.s. 

Meetings, May, July, October, January. 

Midland Counties V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. J. Malcolm, f.r.c.v.s., Birmingham 
Hon. See : Mr. H. J. Dawes, f.r.o.v.b., 

Camden House, High-st., West Bromwioh 
Hon. Treas. Mr. J. J. Burchnall, m r.c.v b- , Barrow-on-Soar 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Friday alternately in Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 

North or England V.M.A. 

Pres: 

Hon. See: T. T. Jack, m.r.o.v.b., 8 Elm wood-st, Sunderland 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 

North Midland Veterinary Association 
Pres: Mr. W. Collinson, m.r.o.v.b. , Auetor Sheffield 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. S. Lloyd, f.r.o.v.b., Sheffield 
North Wales V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. Hugh Williams, m.r.c.v.b., Ty Croes 
Bor. 8ee. Mr. L. W. Wynn Lloyd, m.e o.v.b., Carnarvon 
Meetings, First Tuesday, March and September 

South Durham and North Yorkshire V.M.A. 

Pres : Mr. J. M. Walker, f.r.c.v.b., Hartlepool 
Hon. See. dt Treas : Mr. F. H, Sanderson, m.b.o.v. 8 . 

Victoria Read, Darlington 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept, and Dec. 

Yorkshire Vet. Association 

Pres. Mr. S. E. Sampson, m.r.c.v.b., Hillsboro’, Sheffield 
Bon. See ; Mr. J. ClarkBon, m.r.o.v.b., Garforth, nr.Leeds 
Hon. Treas : Mr. A. MoCarmiok, m.b.o.v.b., 

Kirkstall-road, Leeds 

Southern Branch: 

Pres. Sir Stewart Stockman, 4 Whitehall Place, S.W. 
Sec.: Mr. G. P. Male (f.), 250 Kings Road, Reading. 
Central V.B. 

Pres. Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, m.r.c.v.b., R.V. Coll, London 
Hon. See: Mr. H. A. MaoCormaok, m.r.c.v.b., 

122 St. George’s Avenue, Tufnell Park, N. 

Meetingsprj. tern.). First Thursday in October and alter¬ 
nate months, except August, 

10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p m. 


Eastern Counties V.M.A. 

Pres. Mr. J. Barr, m.r.o.y.b., Aole, Norfolk 
Eon 8ee. & Treas : Mr. H. P. Standley, m.r.c.v.b.. Norwich. 
Meetings, Seoond Tuesday, Feb., July and Sept. 
Lincolnshire and District V.M.S. 

Pres. Mr. C. W. Townsend, f.b.o.v.b„ 

Long Stanton, Cambridge 
Eon. See: dt Treas: Mr. Tom Hioks, m.r.c.v.s., 

Boston Road, Sleaford 

Meetings, Second Thursday Feb., June, and Ootober 
Royal Counties V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. G. P. Male, m.r.c.v.b., Friar Street, Reading 
Hon. Sec. Mr. J. C. Coleman, m.r.c.v.b., Swindon 
Hon. Treas: Mr.J. Willett, m.r.c.v.b., 6 Harley Place, W. 1 
Meetings, Last Friday, Jan., April, July and Nov. 
Southern Counties V.8. 

Pres: Mr. G. H. Livesey, m.r.c.v.b., Hove, Sussex 
Hon. Sec : Mr.J. T. Angwin, m.r.c.v.b., Arundel (on Service 
Hon. Treas : Mr. E. W. Baker, m.r.o.v.b., Wimborne 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 

South Eastern V.A. 

Pres. Mr. E. Lyne Dixson, m.b.o.v.b., Margate 
Hon. See. dt Treas. Mr. H. P. Hogben, m.r.c.v.b., 

3 Manor Road, Folkestone 
Western Counties V.M.A. 

Pres : Mr. P. J. Penh ale, m.b.o.v.8., Barnstaple 
Hon. See. Mr. W. Asoott, m.b.o.v.8., Bideford. 

Hon. Treas : Mr. P. G. Bond, m.b.c.v.b., Plymouth 

Meetings, Third Thursday, Maroh, July and November 

Irish Branch: 

Pres. Mr. A. Watson, Municipal Buildings, Dublin 
Sec.. Mr. P.D. Heavy, Leafield, Bundoran, Co. Donegal 
Central VA. or Ireland. 

Pres: Mr. B. P. J. Mahony, m.r.c.v.s., Maryboro’ 

Hon. Sec. Mr. E. C. Winter, r b.o.v.s. Queen st., Limerick 
Treas ; Mr. J. F. Healy, m.r.c.v.b., Midleton 
Connaught V.M.A 

Pres. Mr. D. Hamilton, m.r.c.v.s., Ballina 

Hon. Sec. dt Treas. Mr. A. J. Moffett, m.b.o.v.b., Galway 

Vet. Med. Assn, or Ireland. 

Pres : Mr. L. M. Magee, m.r.c.v.s., Dunboyne 
Hon. Sec: Prof. J. J. O’Connor, m.r.c.v.s., R.V. Coll. 

Hon. Treas : Prof J. F. Craig, m.a., m.r.o.v.b., 

R.V. Coll., Dublin 
North or Ireland V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. J. Ewing Johnstoa, m.r.c.v.s., Belfast 
Hon. 8ec; Mr. P. Walsh, m.r.c.v.b., Magherafelt 
Hon. Treas; Mr. Howard McConnell, m.r.c.v.s., Armagh 

The Veterinary Officers Association for Ireland. 
Pres : Mr. F. W. Emery, f.r.c.v.s., Dublin 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. McGuinness, b.a., m.r.c.v.s., 

36 Mount Charles, Belfast 
Han. Treas: Mr. Hannan, m.r.c.v.s. 

Scottish Branch: 

Pres. Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, 

Ryl. (Dick) Vet. Coll: Edinburgh 
Hon. Sec. Prof. A. G of ton, Municipal Buildings, Edin. 

(tw Service) 

North or Scotland V.M.S. 

Pres : Mr. W. Brown, m.r.c.v.s., Marischal Coll: Aberdeen 
Hon. See. dt Treas : Mr. G. Howie, m.r.c.v.b. Alford, Aberdeen 
Meetings, Last Saturday in January and August 
Royal Scottish V.S, 

Pres: Mr. Reid, m«b.c.v.s., Auohtermuohty. 

Scottish Metropolitan V.M.S. 

Pres: Mr. J. Riddoch, m.r.o.v.b., Edinburgh 
Hon. Sec. dt Treas: Mr. Jas. Henderson, m.r.c.v.b., 

Public Health Dept., City Chambers, Edinburgh 
Webt of Scotland V.M.A. 

Pres: Prof. John R. McCall, m.r.c.v.b., Vety. Coll. Glasgow 

on Service. 

Hon. Sec: Mr. J. F. Macintyre, m.r.c.v.b., 

19 Bank Street, Hillhead, Glasgow 
Hon. Treat: Mr. Geo. W. Weir, m.r.c.v.s., 

86 Crookston Street, Glasgow 
Meetings, Seoond Wednesday, May, Oot. and January 
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Scheduled Disease. 

Following last week's summary of Sir Stewart 
Stockman’s Annual Report as regards two diseases, 
some account of wbat be says of others may be 
useful. 

Details are given of the little foot-and-mouth dis¬ 
ease we had in 1918; and the account, while not 
especially instructive to veterinary readers, is a good 
illustration of the means by which such acutely in¬ 
fective diseases are spread. The original source of 
the invasion could not be traced. 

Swine fever showed a great decrease; and, though 
the number of suspected outbreaks reported was 
practically the same as in 1917, the number con¬ 
firmed was 33% less. Serum treatment yielded much 
the same results as in previous years ; so, beyond 
some tahles summarising its results for a period of 
three years, details are not given. 

The sheep-scab report is encouraging ; the most 
satisfactory feature is the great decrease in the 
number of outbreaks attributable to infection from 
Scotland. There was a very slight and immaterial 
increase in the amount of disease coming from Ire¬ 
land and detected by veterinary inspection at the 
ports. 

The section on rabies is of course confined to the 
last four months of 1918 (the disease was first de¬ 
clared to exist early in September), and suffers a 
little in consequence. We read that “ much valuable 
and interesting information ” has been obtained 
regarding diagnostic methods and the epizootiology 
of rabies, but the publication of this is postponed 
until a longer period can be reported upon. Some 
other points come out well. It seems clear that 
the disease was introduced into the country about 
three-and-a-half months before it was recognised, 
and that in the meantime it had become widely dis¬ 
seminated. A further difficulty, which critics of the 
Board would do well to remember, was that “ various 
obstacles ’’ caused considerable delay in the effective 
application of muzzling, The Chief Officer thinks 
that matters might have been “ very much worse” 
than they were, had it not been for “two important 
fortuitous circumstances.” These were, firstly, that 
most of the cases were of the paralytic form, and 
secondly, that most wandering cases ran in a 
westerly direction, and so “ came up against an 
effective sea barrier.” Evidently, when this inva¬ 
sion of rabies is a thing of the past, the Board will 
have ample material for an interesting separate 
report upon the whole of it. 

The anthrax section is definite in several particu¬ 
lars. It is pointed out that in one-fifth of the 
outbreaks which occurred during the year, a carcase 
had either been sent to a slaughter-house or knack¬ 
ery, or bled, opened, or dressed, before the diseaes 


was diagnosed. Carelessness of this sort seems to 
be increasing ; and it is known to have caused three 
cases of human anthrax during the year. This is 
the only unsatisfactory point noted regarding an¬ 
thrax. The disease decreased notably during the 
year, especially in Scotland; and definite conclusions 
as to the cause of the decrease have been reached. 
Details are given of inquiries into the 182 outbreaks 
which ocourred on previously clean premises ; and 
the results indicate that in no less than 132 the 
probable source of origin was the use of either im¬ 
ported feeding stuffs, or artificial manures of ani¬ 
mal origin, or both. Upon this the Chief Officer 
comments as follows. “ The decrease in the num¬ 
ber of outbreaks, which fell from 423 in 1917 to 246 
in 1918, is principally due to the restricted impor¬ 
tation of feeding stuffs and material of animal origin 
for the manufacture of artificial manures, which 
has been declining during the last three years. The 
decrease in Scotland is attributable to this cause, 
and it has been noticeable in those counties in which 
formerly large quantities of imported feeding stuffs 
and manures were used on the farm.” Every year 
for some time past, the Board has regularly pub¬ 
lished statistics tending to incriminate these ma¬ 
terials ; and sufficient evidence has now accumulated 
to be regarded as clear proof. This is one of the 
most important points in the annual report, and is 
very suggestive for the future. 

The Assistance (?) of the Press. 

More than once we have commented on the—to 
say the least—unfriendly attitude of a section of the 
Scottish Agricultural press toward the Veterinary 
Department of the Board of Agriculture. The recent 
publication of the annual report for 1918 of the Chief 
Veterinary Officer, has been made the oppor¬ 
tunity of a further similar display. The first sneer, 
garnished with a little “ ink-slinging ” is that “ It 
is a pamphlet of only a dozen pages.” We have 
handled several official reports in recent months 
which have been officially restricted to a given 
number of pages. Then there is a snarl that the 
foot-and-mouth outbreaks of 1919 are not included 
in the report for 1918. Next a complaint that “up 
till now there has been no suggestion offered by the 
Government veterinary authorities as to the proba¬ 
ble origin of these outbreaks.” Is this writer ig¬ 
norant of the nature of F.-and-M. infection? If 
so he has no business to be writing about it. Or 
is he simply “ making copy,” and that at the ex¬ 
pense of men who do know , but are up against a 
stiff proposition. The greater evil is that this criti¬ 
cism is supplied for men, of whom a large proportion 
are not in a position to assess the value of the 
opinions offered. 
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UNUSUAL CALVING CASE. 

A few days ago 1 received a telephone message 
from a farmer asking me to attend a cow at once as 
M she had shewn signs of calving for the past 24 
hoars and he now feared the womb was coming 
with the calf.” 

On arrival I found a bladder-like or^an projecting 
from the vulva and banging outside giving somewhat 
the appearanoe of foetal membranes—I could feel 
portions of the calf inside it and upon cutting into 
it I found it to be of a tough consistency, and a thick 
viscid fluid escaped. Inside it I found three legs 
and a head, one of the former being deformed, and 
after some manipulation the calf was delivered. 

Upon examination it was found that the calf was 
devoid of skin on the posterior half of the body but 
that skin was turned inside out and thrown com¬ 
pletely over the whole of the front of the calf abso¬ 
lutely covering it like a sack, the only opening in it 
being a small one where one leg projected through. 
The skin had grown in this position and this was of 
course the membrane which I out through, and 
which the owner feared was the uterus—the inside 
of the skin being exposed the hair being inside the 
“ saok ” which enclosed the front half of the calf. 
The skin had evidently never been in its correct 
position on the posterior half of the calf—one leg 
was absolutely out of its proper place and attached 
to skin only, and the liver and small intestines were 
outside the body, and the tail was also in an abnor¬ 
mal position, and no signs of sex were discovered. 

Another extraordinary point is that the calf had 
evidently lived until just prior to delivery—no signs 
of decomposition were present and the cow had 
gone over a fortnight over her time! 

Tam worth, W. T. Olvbr, m.r.c.v.s. 

21 Sept. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 

A Case of Invagination. 

Vanderslooten recorded this case in the Tijds- 
chrift voor Veeartsenijkundc. The subject was a 
dog, which, when he came under Vanderslooten’s 
care, had shown loss of appetite and had repeatedly 
vomited a yellowish liquid. The animal was very 
prostrate, the buccal mucous membrane was pale, 
and the temperature was 101*3 F. Palpation of 
the abdominal wall did not yield the least informa¬ 
tion, and did not cause any pain. Loss of appetite 
was complete, both for liquids and solids. 

The first treatment adopted by the author was 
the application of a Priessnitz bandage to the abdo- 
. men and tbe administration of a dose of castor oil. 
The latter was vomited a few hours later, as were 
also a little milk mixed with Vichy water, and a 
little beef tea, both of which had been given in ad¬ 
dition. The final treatment that day was a sedative 
draught containing tincture of opium. 

The next day no improvement oould be seen. 
Salicylate of bismuth, anaesthine, and a subcuta¬ 


neous injection of morphia were prescribed. After 
some hours of tranquillity, the vomiting attacks re¬ 
appeared. The author then washed out the stomach 
with normal saline solution, rinsed the intestine 
with a one per cent solution of lysol, and gave a 
subcutaneous injection of camphorated ether. De¬ 
spite all this treatment, the dog died during tbe 
night. 

Post-mortem, it was found that the duodenum 
was invaginated into the stomach for a length of 
three centimetres (= about 1 } inch). The stomach 
and intestine contained only a little sticky liquid. 
At the seat of the invagination, the lumen of the 
intestine was completely occluded. The small in¬ 
testine WB8 engorged for a great portion of its extent, 
and strewn with haemorrhagic specks. The author 
thinks that gastritis was the primary affection, and 
that the vomiting had caused the invagination. 
(Annalesde Med. Vet.) 

Alypin in the Nervous Form of Distemper. 

Jakob, in the Tijdschrift voor Veeartsenijkunde , 
reports the following observations. He has repeat¬ 
edly used intra-lumbar injections of alypin in the 
nervous form of distemper. He performs the injec¬ 
tion between the last lumbar vertebra and the sa¬ 
crum, and has also given some subcutaneous injec¬ 
tions. He concludes that when myelitis and ence¬ 
phalitis appear in the course of distemper, with 
symptoms of paralysis and rhythmic and clonic 
contractions, lumbar injections of alypin produce 
favourable but transient effects. He also finds that 
the dog supports high doses of this drug. Symp¬ 
toms of intoxication do not appear even after the 
injection of five centigrammes of alypin to the kilo¬ 
gramme of live weight.— (Annales de Mid. Vet.) 

W.R.C. 


Conference of Veterinary Inspectors held in the 

University of Durham College of Medicine, 

Newcastle-on-Tyne, on Thursday, July 31 st. 

RABIES. 

Sir Stewart Stockman. 

The discussion was opened by Prof. S. F. Gaiger. 
His remarks appeared in our issue of Sept 13th, p. 115. 

Mr. J. S. Lloyd, Sheffield, thanked Prof. Gaiger for 
so fully dealing with the subject, And thus to a large ex¬ 
tent filling the gap caused by Sir S. Stockman’s absence. 
He mentioned the fact that “dog catchers” had been in 
existence in Sheffield for the last 25 years. They were 
simply made as follows : —A metal tube about 14 inches 
in diameter and 6 feet in length, a loop of electric light 
cable is passed through it, the looped end is put over the 
head of the dog and tightened round the neck, the dog 
thus is easily and simply removed to any desired place 
of detention. He also stated that notices describing the 
symptoms of rabies and the danger to human beings had 
been made public on several occasions in Sheffield, but 
so far no cases of the disease hAd been confirmed in the 
city. 

Mr. E. Lyne Dixson, Margate : Whilst fully recogni¬ 
sing the importance of the Board of Agriculture doing 
all that lays in its power to combat and if possible to 
prevent the spread of this terrible disease, asked the 
question, whether, having in view the fact that enforced 
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absence from their owners daring a long period of 
quarantine, thereby causing a serious deterioration in 
health, there was likely to be an early relaxation of the 
“Restriction of Movement Order.” He was fully in 
sympathy with the continuation of the muzzling Order, 
also with the enforced quarantine of any dog regarding 
which there was the slightest suspicion of rabies, or any 
surrounding circumstance which pointed out the expe¬ 
diency of the most strict and thorough supervision ; but 
he did think that in many cases the continued enforce¬ 
ment of absence of animals (small and large alike) from 
their owners amounted to absolute cruelty. From his 
extensive experience he found that pets never separated 
from them before, fretted, pined and refused all foods, 
and frequently became emaciated, and shadows of their 
former selves. 

Mr. Wm. Templeton, Torland,(Chairman of Executive 
Committee of Lanarkshire): In connection with the re¬ 
marks made on the destruction of dogs strayed and 
peculiar in their actions, he agreed with them unless that 
within three days after notice was given at the Police 
station the police removed the dog. Some weeks ago 
such a dog turned up on ray property, was hunted away 
but was always back in the morning. The police came, 
saw the dog, but could not catch it; left word that I 
was to entice it into a house. It took a week to get it 
into a house, during which it attacked my own dog on 
the chain, but was driven off before damage was done. 

The police turned up three days after it was in the 
house, during which it neither ate nor drank, but lay as 
if paralysed. The sergeant of police at Larkhiall, along 
with another made a bold effort to secure it with a rope. 
It turned mad enough then, and had to be shot. 

Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, London, wished to thank 
Sir S. Stockman for his excellent paper and the valuable 
information conveyed in it, and Prof. Gaiger for the 
most interesting observations on the subject. With re¬ 
gard to the control of dogs during an outbreak of rabies, 
Prof. Wooldridge was of opinion that far better results 
would follow a regulation insisting that no dog. whether 
muzzted or not, should be allowed loose, but should be 
always on a lead, except in the case of working dogs — 
sheep dogs, etc. He did not agree with Mr. Dixson 
that a general extension of a muzzling Order would re¬ 
move inconveniences to which pet dogs and their own¬ 
ers were necessarily subject. Even under such conditions 
it would still be necessary to prohibit movement of dogs 
out of a given area in which a case of rabies had occurred. 
One knows how easy it is for a dog to dislodge his muz¬ 
zle, however carefully it is adjusted, and such control is 
consequently very far from perfect. Then there are 
frequent complaints of the length of the period of quar¬ 
antine now insisted upon—6 months ; but Sir S. Stock- 
man, Table II, shows that the period, if wrong—errs on 
the short side. One case occurred in a dog after 7J 
months quarantine. One further point which should be 
emphasised to laymen is that suspected cases should 
not be killed. Such cases should be kept under close 
observation for the development of the disease, and thus 
allow a positive diagnosis in the majority cases within a 
week. 

Col. E. Ch. FitzWilliams, a.m.g., Vice-President, 
Durham: He observed that in the United Kingdom, the 
dog was not the only animal that spread rabies. He had 
overlooked or omitted to mention the fox, which unfor¬ 
tunately could, and in the past had, spread the disease 
with fatal effects. He quoted three instances of masters 
of hounds or hnntsmen being bitten and succumbing to 
effects. He could not understand how owners of dogs 
from a sentimental point of view, value their pets against 
the risk to others of the most fearful death which a hu¬ 
man being might have to suffer, due to their non-carrying 
out of the necessary orders on muzzling and movement. 


Mr. A. Gofton. f.r.g.vs., Edinburgh, said he thought 
the meeting had been compensated for the absence of 
Sir Stewart Stockman by the very lucid opening address 
from Prof. Gaiger. He would like to ask Prof. Gaiger 
if Noguchi's claim to have cultivated the virus of rabies 
had been corroborated by other workers ; whether it was 
his experience that the seat of infection was a material 
factor in influencing the length of the incubative period. 
He supported the retention of all suspected dogs under 
observation for a week or ten days. 

Resolution. 

Fredk. Leeds Gooch, Stamford : That in the opinion 
of this section, a recommendation should go to the 
Council of the Royal Sanitary Institute, asking them to 
forward this resolution to the Board of Agriculture. 

“ That the Rabies Order of 1919 should be so altered, 
that in the interests of the general public, no suspicious 
case of rabies should be shot or in any other way des¬ 
troyed ; but that it be kept under detention and obser¬ 
vation to enable veterinary officers of the Board to arrive 
at an early diagnosis as to whether the dog was the 
subject of rabies or not” 

ThiB resolution is sent because it is in the vital interests 
of the person bitten that an early diagnosis be arrived at. 


NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

Midland Counties Division. 

The quarterly meeting of the Midland Counties’ 
V.M.A. was held at the Corporation Veterinary Dept, 
Holliday St. Wharf, Birmingham, on Wednesday, Sept 3. 
The President (Mr. John Malcolm) occupied the chair. 
There were also present: Messrs. L. C. Tipper, Birming¬ 
ham ; J. O. Powley, Sutton Coldfield; G. F. Prickett, 
Walsall; J. L. Cormack, Coventry; A. B. Foreyth, 
Cannock ; E. O’Neill, Birmingham ; J. Martin, Well¬ 
ington ; C. S. Hunting, Loughborough ; W. H. Brooke, 
Handsworth : R. Over, Rugby ; J. R. A. Jones, Glou¬ 
cester ; H. L. Pemberton, Bridgnorth ; J. M. Whyte. 
Tenbury ; W. G. Thomson, Stafford; W. White, Bir¬ 
mingham ; H. W. Stevens, Kidderminster ; H. Yeomans, 
Smethwick; J. W. Conchie, Kidderminster: R. C. 
Forrest, Alcester; A. Renfrew, Broadway: T. Chambers, 
Dudley; W. L. Gascoyne, Lutterworth ; F. B. O. Taylor, 
Stratford-on-Avon; W Clifford, Shifnal; and H. J. 
Dawes, Hon. Sec. 

The visitors included Dr. Riley, Kenilworth; Major 
R. Green, Dudley ; Major Fletcher, Australian A.V.D.; 
Capt. H. Coleboume, Canadian A.V.D.; Messrs. V. 
Boyle and D. B. Rodger, Board of Agric.; H. W. Dawes, 
West Bromwich; and Forsyth, jun., Cannock. 

Apologies for non-attendance were received from 
Pro f. Dewar, Messrs. T. H. Hobson. E. Hall, S. J. 
Marriott, Trevor Spencer, R. Cock burn, T. H. L. 
Duckworth, F. T. Prince, C E. Dayus, R. B. Palmer, 
R. C. Trigger, W. Trigger, R. Murray, J. J. Burchnall, 
and others. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
duly confirmed. 

Nominations. The Hon. Sec. nominated the following 
members of the profession for membership :—Mesara. 
H. Thornton, Leicester; R. L. Green, Dudley; F. 
Chambers, Wolverhampton ; and H. W. Dawes, West 
Bromwich. 

The President nominated Mr. Wm. Olver/Tamworth. 
Mr. F. B. O. Taylor nominated Mr. A. W. Findlay, 
Kineton, Warwick. 
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Veterinary Surgeons and National Health. 

The Hon. Sec. reported having forwarded to Dr. 
Addison, m.p., Minister of Health, a copy of the resolu¬ 
tion passed at a meeting of this Association, held at 
Birmingham, on July 1st. concerning the appointment 
of V. S. on Consultative Committees. 

The reply received from the Ministry was very formal. 
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in the resolution will receive Dr. Addison’s “careful 
consideration.” 

Mr. Tipper said a similar question had been asked 
from the floor of the House of Commons by Mr. W. R. 
Smith, m.p., and Dr. Addison’s reply on that occasion 
was that “ the suggestion will be borne in mind.” 

Conference of the Veterinary Section at The 
Royal Sanitary Institute Congress, held. at 
Newcastle-on-Tyneon July 28th to August 2nd, 1919 

The Hon. Sec. read the report signed by himself, the 
President, and the Hon. Treas. (Mr. Brooke). 

Your delegates beg to report that they attended the 
meetings of the Conference. There were a large number 
of veterinary surgeons and representatives of other 
bodies interested m Public Health present at all the 
meetings of the Section. We consider that it was one 
of the most representative, as well as the most numer¬ 
ously attended meeting of the profession, since the out¬ 
break of war. 

The Conference was opened by a Presidential address 
by Mr. John Malcolm, and the following papers were 
read :— 

1 Rabies: a paper by Sir Stewart Stockman, read in 
his absence ny Mr. John Malcolm. Discussion opened 

r by Prof. Gaiger, Glasgow. 

2 The Utilization of Condemned Meat and other Food 
stuffs with waste products of slaughtering in the 
manufacture of poultry, pig and dog foods : by 
Messrs. J. S. Lloyd, and J. A. Priestley, of Sheffield. 
Discussion opened by Mr. J. R. Hayhurst, Islington 
Market, London. 

3 Equine Parasitic Mange, by Prof. Gofton, Edinburgh. 
Discussion opened by Prof. Wooldridge, London. 

4 The Position of Veterinary Science in this country in 
relation to Public Health and Agriculture, by Dr. J. T. 
Share Jones. Liverpool University. 

5 The Relation of County and Municipal Veterinary 
Inspectors to the Control of Contagious Disease in 
Animals, and the fuller development of a Wholesome 
Meat and Milk Supply, by Mr. Hugh Begg, Hamilton, 
Lanark. 

Discussion on No. 4 and 5 papers opened by Mr. T. 
Parker, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Very interesting and instructive discussions followed 
the reading of the papers,' which will in due course be 

S ublished. A resume of same was taken by Mr. W. H. 
►rooke, one of your delegates. 

At the end of the discussions on the first day of meet¬ 
ing, the-following resolution with respect to Rabies was 
unanimously passed:— 

“ That in the opinion of the Section, a recommendation 
should go to the Council of the Royal Sanitary 
Institute, asking them to forward this resolution to 
the Board of Agriculture ”:— 

<r That the Rabies Order of 1919 should be so altered 
in the interest of the general public that no suspicious 
case of Rabies should be Bhot or in any other way 
destroyed ; but that it be kept under detention and 
observation to enable the veterinary officers of the 
Board to arrive at an early diagnosis as to whether 
the dog was the subject of rabies or not. 3 ’ I 


Note.—This resolution is sent because it is in the 
vital interest of the person bitten that a very early diag¬ 
nosis be arrived at. 

At the end of the discussions on the second day’s 
meeting, it was unanimously resolved that the following 
recommendation be considered by the Council of the 
Royal Sanitary Institute with a view to its being forward¬ 
ed to the Prime Minister, the Minister of Health and 
the President of the Board of Agriculture :— 

“ That in the interests of Public Health, no satisfactory 
improvement can be expected in the Inspection of 
Meat unless the Ministry of Health take the necessary 
steps to abolish all private slaughterhouses in Great 
Britain and Ireland ; and that unless fully qualified 
veterinary surgeons well versed in meat inspection are 
appointed to carry out the efficient inspection of 
animals, the inhabitants of this Country will continue 
to consume considerable quantities of diseased, un¬ 
sound, and unwholesome food, and it is urged that 
ante-mortem and post-mortem inspections should in 
all cases be made.” 

It will interest your members to know that the second 
resolution was proposed by Mr. Deputy Neal, of London. 
Chairman of the Islington Markets Committee, seconded 
by the Chairman of the Health Committee of the City 
of Sheffield, and supported by the Chairman of the 
Lanarkshire Health Committee, and the Chairman of 
the Wrexham Health Committee, all of whom are 
officially interested in Public Health, showing that the 
public are at last rising to an appreciation of the special 
services which the veterinary profession is capable of 
rendering. This resolution being put forward and 
supported by non-veterinary representatives of important 
Public Health Bodies was a gratifying feature of the 
Congress. 

Your delegates were pleased to have had the oppor¬ 
tunity of attending such a representative and interest¬ 
ing gathering of the profession, and we might add that 
we consider the Conference to have been beneficial to 
the profession as a whole. 

It will interest this Association to know that the next 
year’s meeting of the Sanitary Congress will be held in 
Birmingham, at the special invitation of the Corpora¬ 
tion of the City. 

Signed, John Malcolm, 

W. H. Brooke, 

H. J. Dawes. 

[Mr. Brooke also submitted the following independent 
report.] 

To the members of the Midland Counties Veterinary 
Medical Association. 

Gentlemen,—The Veterinary section of the R.S.I. 
opened on Thursday morning, July 28tb, under the able 
presidency of J. Malcolm, Esq., our own respected 
President, and your Secretary and Treasurer attended 
as your delegates. 

A verbatim account of the President’s address appeared 
in The Veterinary Record of Aug. 16th. 

Mr. Malcolm paid an eloquent tribute to prominent 
pioneers of veterinary science with whom he was himself 
associated in the early years of his vetereinary career in 
the North of England, and made a special allusion to 
the late Mr. Charles Hunting, Messrs. Dudgeon, Clement 
Stephenson, and others. After which he went on to 
speak of veterinary specialisation as appertaining to 
public health, and the very valuable contribution which 
veterinary science has to offer to it. 

He touched upon Birmingham’s effort to eradicate 
tuberculosis from herds supplying milk to the city and 
was able to show that many sound and highly beneficial 
measures had been carried out and were still in vigorous 
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operation. Twenty herds—685 cows were tubercle-free 
and six herds—167 cows were undergoing the process 
of freeing. 

To show what could be done when energetic measures 
were taken, he instanced the dealing with the herd of 
the Birmingham and District Drainage Board which in 
1908 showed 57*7% of reactere, which, by 1915 and in 
subsequent years, had been reduced to nil. He strongly 
advocated home-breeding of cows from tubercle-free 
stock. 

The first paper which came before the Section was one 
by Sir Stewart Stockman on “ Rabies,” which in the un¬ 
avoidable absence of the essayist was read by the 
President. [This paper appeared in full in our issue of 
Sept. 27, pp. 135-6.] 

The following facts came out during discussion 
That the virus of rabies was fiftrable through a 
porcelain filter \ but only through the most porous and 
when largely diluted, which showed that it was not 
much smaller than visible organisms. That microscopic 
diagnosis depended upon the detection of Negri bodies, 
small dots of diseased tissue, in brain, spinal-cord and 
superior cervical and plexiform ganglia, which are stain- 
able with haematin and eosin and are probably the re¬ 
sult of the action of the virus upon these tissues. 

That rabies virus is diffusible, and in portions of 
brain, diseased and healthy, suspended in distilled water, 
the virus is found to pass from diseased to healthy. 
That saliva from an infected animal is virulent three 
days before symptoms are shown. 

Spread was only by a bite, and in foreign countries 
was kept up by means of wild animals, wolves in Russia 
and jacsals in India ; but by dogs only in the British 
Isles. 

At first the cases were furious, but the dog bit at 
animals only and not at human beings unless provoked. 

The disease spread rapidly and widely even in a few 
hours, which showed the necessity of prompt enforce¬ 
ment of the muzzling order and over a sufficiently wide 
area. The area originally prescribed—7 miles radius— 
was not wide enough, as was shown by the very long 
wanderings of some of the dogs. To be effective it 
should cover a radius of 40 miles. 

For diagnosis the brain must be fresh and undamaged, 
for if not so, no negri bodies could be found. If these 
were not detected, then the rabbit inoculation test had 
to be tried, which occupied fifteen days, and persons 
bitten had to go for Pasteurian treatment on chance. 

It was a decidedly preferable procedure to keep a 
suspected dog alive in safe confinement, for if rabies 
were present death usually occurred on the third day or 
at least before the tenth day, and should the animal 
survive the tenth day the disease was not rabies. This 
was quicker than the rabbit test and better than the 
doubtful diagnosis by negri bodies. 

War conditions may result in the introduction of 
other contagious diseases, possibly dourine which was 
obscure in diagnosis and difficult of eradication and 
bad administration by non-professional inspectors should 
be banned. 

A dog never lasts in the paralytic stage beyond twenty- 
four hours. 

A good way to secure a suspected animal was by means 
of a noose formed by a double cable operated through a 
tube. 

The movement of dogs should be restricted inside in¬ 
fected areas and they should not be allowed to wander 
even though muzzled 

The muzzling order should operate for 7 or 8 months 
after the last case so as to cover the longest period of in¬ 
cubation. 

Following a bite from a rabid dog, if the skin were 
not broken, and only the indents from tooth marks re¬ 
sulted, there was no need for Pasteurian treatment. 


One contributor to the discussion knew of three cases 
of rabies in foxes which conveyed hydrophobia to human 
beings. 

Rabies may possibly be conveyed through mucous 
membranes. An animal was instanced which became 
rabid and which had iu> breakage of its skin three hours 
after contact with the animal from which it received in¬ 
fection. 

That the shortest period of incubation was seven days 
and symptoms were slower of development if the bite 
had tieen received on the extremities than when inflicted 
upon the head or body. 

A Japanese authority claimed to have discovered and 
cultivated the virus, but it had not been confirmed by 
any other investigator. 

A case was mentioned in which an officer, after Bhaving, 
had been licked on the face by a dog which two days 
afterwards developed rabies. Hydrophobia superseded 
notwithstanding Pasteurian treatment having been ap¬ 
plied. 

Mr. J. S. Lloyd and J. A. Priestley, of Sheffield, 
read a paper on The Utilisation of Meat rejected 
foe Human Consumption for Pig Feeding, with a 
view to increasing output. 

[This paper appeared in our issue of Sept. 27, 
pp. 136-7.] 

During the discussion it was said that the dry pro¬ 
cess—heating to 280° F., in a steam jacketed cylinder— 
was preferable to boiling the condemned meat, and the 
meat resulting ground. In this condition^ would keep 
for a moderate time, and although results with this 
were not good in pig-feeding, it could be used for poultry 
food and dog biscuits. 

Mr. Brooke referred to the compliment paid to this 
Association by the appointment of Mr. Malcolm to the 
presidency of the Veterinary Section of the Congress. 
He conducted the proceedings in an admirable manner, 
and he was sure the Midland Association would like to 
record its appreciation of this fact upon the minutes. 

The Hon Sec. said he could substantiate all that Mr. 
Brooke had said. A better Chairman could not have 
been found, or one more conversant with everything that 
was going on around him. 

Mr. Chambers moved that a suitable record of the 
occasion be entered upon the minutes. As chairman of 
the Health Committee in a large and important town, 
he (the speaker) had been deputed to attend the Con¬ 
gress as a delegate, and he very much regretted that his 
rofessional engagements kept him at home. Had he 
een present, he should certainly have supported the 
resolution they had heard read. 

Mr. Renfrew seconded the motion, which was 
heartily carried, and Mr. Malcolm briefly acknowledged 
the compliment. 

Council’s Report. 

The Hon. Sec. presented the following report of the 
Council of the Association :— 

A meeting of the Council was held just prior to the 
general meeting. Mr. Malcolm was in the chair and the 
other members present were Messrs. J. Martin, R. Over 
and the Hon. Sec. 

It was recommended that Prof. Hobday be invited to 
attend the next quarterly meeting and read a paper on 
“Practical Anaesthetics,” with a demonstration, the 
meeting to be held in Birmingham on a date in October 
or November to suit Prof. Hobday’s convenience. 

The Hon. Sec. produced certain correspondence which 
was ordered to be laid before the general meeting. 

On the motion of Mr. Tipper, seconded by Mr. O’Neill, 
the report of the Council was adopted. 
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RIG CASTRATION. 

By Prof. J. F. O’Connob, Royal Veterinary College of 
Ireland, Dublin. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen,—When you did me the 
honour to ask me to give you a demonstration and an 
address at this meeting of your Association, and left the 
choice of a subject to myself, I was at a loss to know 
what would prove most interesting, but eventually ^de¬ 
cided upon “ Rig Castration ” as an important subject 
which has not been dealt with for some time at any of 
the Veterinary Medical Association meetings, and upon 
which a discussion should prove instructive. My inten¬ 
tion is to consider the question of rig castration generally 
and mention a few cases cf my own which present fea¬ 
tures of special interest. 

Definition. A rig, ridgling, or cryptorchid, is a horse 
in which one or both testicles have not descended into 
the scrotum after the lapse of at least two years since 
birth. 

Etiology. Little can be said about this, except that 
it is a vice of development. It is pretty well established 
that there is a hereditary tendency to the condition, 
several cases occurring in the progeny of certain sires 
which may be normal themselves, and even in that of 
certain mares. It has been proved that a rig begets rigs. 

Fertility. The testicle retained in the abdomen is 
always functionless but when a testicle is in the scrotum 
the animal is fertile. 

Clarification. Rigs may be classified as follows :— 
Single Rig or monorchid, in which one testicle is re¬ 
tained. 

Double rig or cryptorchid , in which both testicles are 
retained but the term is often applied to No. 1. 
Anorchid in which one or both testicles are absent or 
very rudimentary: a rare condition, but cases of it 
have been recorded by Halliday and Winter. 
Polyorchid having more than two testicles, the super¬ 
numerary organ or organs being retained. There is no 
authenticated case of this kind on record. 

Inguinal rig , the testicle being retained in the inguinal 
canal and provided with a tunica vaginalis composed 
of serous and fibrous layers as in an ordinary case, ex¬ 
cept that it has not reached the scrotum. 

Incomplete abdominal rig. The epididymis or vas de- 
f ferens or both being in the canal and covered with 
mere peritoneum, or with a fibrous tunic as well, while 
the testicle is in the abdomen. 

Complete abdominal rig , in which the whole testicular 
apparatus is in the abdomen, the internal inguinal 
ring being absent, or represented by a lacuna or de¬ 
pression m the anterior wall of the canal. 

The double rig may be any combination of the three 
last conditions mentioned. 

Ectopia of the testicle the testicle being outside the 
peritoneal cavity but not in the scrotum. Winter, of 
Limerick, records a case in which, after making a fruit¬ 
less search for the testicle in the inguinal canal, he found 
it on the inner aspect of the back. 

Desorption of retained testicle. The testicle retained 
in the inguinal canal is always smaller than normal, 
while the gland which has descended is often larger, be¬ 
ing hypertrophied. 

The testicle retained in the abdomen may be :— 

A foetal testicle which has failed to develop and is thus 
much smaller and lighter than the normal gland, 
weighing l-2oz., flabby in consistence, and devoid of 
spermatozoa. 

A testicle of normal size but more flabby than usual, and 
containing no spermatozoa or only a few isolated 
sperms. 


A cystic testicle , containing a variable quantity of testi¬ 
cular tissue, but distended more or less with fluid, 
which forms the greater bulk of the mass and may 
measure upwards of 40 oz. as in the case reported by 
Hickes. Dewar and Anderson have recorded an in¬ 
stance where the organ weighed 3lb. 2oz. before, and 
only 5 oz. 1 dr. after being evacuated. It measured 
18" x 16". 

A teratomatous testicle , containing tissue foreign to the 
part—such as hair, cartilage, bone, or teeth ; usually 
associated with a cystic condition, and varying in 
weight and volume in different cases. 

A testicle containing a neoplasm—a fibroma, or carci¬ 
noma, lipoma, (Haliday) etc. 

A testicle enclosing one or more sclerostomes, which 
may have burrowed galleries, with haemorrhagic walls, 
through its structure, as in Gresweirs case (Vety. 
Jrnl., 1886). 

In the abdominal cryptorchid the epididymis is not 
adherent to the upper surface of the testicle but is un¬ 
rolled, as it were, and has the form of a flexuous cord 
with the test situated 4-7in. behind the testicle. In one 
of my cases it was 15in. behind it. 

Situation of the testicle in the abdomen. 

The testicle retained in the abdomen is situated at the 
apex of a roughly triangular fold of peritoneum of which 
the base is attached in the sublumbar region and to the 
supero-lateral wall of the pelvis. The interior border 
carries the spermatic vessels while the vas deferens 
occupies its inferior border and has the form of a hard 
cord about as thick as a small goose quill: as the vas 
deferens passes backwards towards the neck of the 
bladder it leaves the edge of the uro genital fold, goes 
towards the centre, approaches its fellow of the opposite 
side, and becomes gradually thicker until it is bulbous 
where it joins the auct of the vesicula seminalis. The 
eritoneum uniting the two cords near the bladder is 
nown as Douglases Fold. As a rule the gland is free 
and movable and usually in contact with the abdominal 
wall in the lower part of the flank in the vicinity of the 
site of the internal inguinal ring, but it may be mixed 
up with the intestines, or situated in the sub-lumbar 
region, or on the upper surface of the bladder. Rarely 
it is adherent to the abdominal wall. 

Diagnosis of Cryptorchidism. 

With ordinary observation, and without a history or 
trial of the horse, even a veterinary surgeon might fail 
to recognise a double rig, or a single one from which the 
normal testiele has been removed. Diagnosis is arrived 
at by observing the following points :— 

Behaviour or the animal. In the presence of other 
horses, especially mares, the subject snows pronounced 
sexual exilement often more marked and uncontroll¬ 
able than that of the ordinary stallion. But these 
sexual propensities are not constantly exhibited in 
every case: for sometimes they are dormant for a 
while and break out unexpectedly, the horse perhaps 
attacking his driver, or getting beyond his control; 
when at grass with cattle and sheep he may chase them 
and worry the latter. The rig is therefore generally 
a nuisance, and is apt to be sold and re-sold; and the 
veterinary surgeon must be on his guard against pass¬ 
ing such an animal. 

In exceptional cases the rig is perfectly docile and 
causes no trouble even in the presence of mares. In still 
rarer cases the ordinary gelding shows rig tendencies 
erecting the penis and ejecting what appears to be semen. 
I had one case of this kind. 

The appearance of the animal may be that of a sire 
with a well-developed neck and crest, but frequently the 
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hone looks like an ordinary gelding. A complete gelding 
may be vicious and have the appearance of a stallion. 

The Local Symptoms comprise :— 

(a) The absence of the cord in the inguinal caned' 
Wnen the cord is present it can be felt rolling beneath 
the fingers at the postero-internal aspect of the external 
inguinal ring and can be followed into the canal. The 
external inguinal ring can easily be found by passing 
the extended fingers to the inner side of the ridge of 
tissue extending from the thigh to the abdominal wall. 

(b) The absence of a scar and puckering of the scrotal 

skin, the latter being due to the stump of the cord having 
become adherent to it in the process of cicatrization. A 
scar may be present as the result of an incision made for 
the purpose of deception. This incision is not associated 
with a depression in or puckering of the skin. 

(c) Feeling the testicle or cord per rectum. The 

abdominal testicle may be felt per rectum, and when the 
gland is in the inguinal canal the cord may be felt 
against the wall of the pelvis at about a hand’s breadth 
from the middle line of the pelvic floor. 

(d) Feeling the Testicle or the Epididymis or Vas 
Deferens in the inguinal canal, by passing the fingers 
through the external inguinal ring. This is possible 
in some cases of inguinal cryptorchidism. It may be 
more easily felt when the horse is cast, or it may be 
only detected on certain occasions when the cremaster 
muscle is relaxed. 

Operation. 

Indications. To render the animal docile and work¬ 
able and enhance its value by at least 100 per cent. 

Age. At least 2 years should be allowed to lapse since 
birth before operating for a hidden testicle. Frequently 
the horse is 4 or 5 years old before being submitted for 
operation. 

Season. It is perhaps immaterial what season is chosen 
for the operation, bat it is certainly better to avoid the 
sultry heat of midsummer and the bitter cold of winter, 
as these extremes of temperature lower the power of re¬ 
sistance of the subject and render him more susceptible 
to infection. 

Preparation of the subject. Prepare as usual for an 
abdominal operation by restricting bulky diet and giving 
laxative food for 2 or 3 days, and keeping the patient 
fasting for about 24 hours before the operation, putting 
on a muzzle if necessary to prevent tne animal eating 
the bedding. ... 

If the bowels are not moving freely a laxative or slight 
purgative is indicated. It is very important to have 
the volume of the abdominal contents reduced as much 
as possible, otherwise in tra abdominal exploration will 
be difficult. It would be a mistake however to lower 
the patient’s vitality by drastic purgatives or very pro¬ 
longed starvation. 

If the body, tail or limbs are dirty with mud or faeces 
they should be cleaned before the morning of the oper¬ 
ation. It is well to plait the tail. 

An enema is useful a couple of hours before casting to 
unload the posterior bowel, but it has the disadvantage 
of soiling the perineum and the tail, and is sometimes 
not completely evacuated, despite walking exercise, 
until the animal struggles on the bed, which thus be¬ 
comes foaled. I don’t employ it. Have the feet picked 
out before casting. 

Instruments, etc. To avoid omitting anything, have 
a list of possible reauirements—and check it. These 
comprise casting tackle, clothB for the feet, soap, water, 
towel, 2 or 3 basins for antiseptic lotions, boiled water 
for use on the operation wound, chloroform with muzzle 
and sponge, knife, scissors, a few artery forceps, a blunt 
pointed seton neeole or perforator, a long forceps suitable 


for dilating the abdominal opening, a long, fine trocar 
and canula or aspirator for evacuation of a cystic testi¬ 
cle, an ecraseur or emasculator, cotton wool for mopping, 
gauze for plugging the canal, and needle and silk for 
stitching the wound. Sterilise the instruments and 
dressings by boiling. 

Site of operation. There are two main sites of oper¬ 
ation—1. The inguinal region. 2. The flank.. 

The Inguinal region. Central. If operating in the 
country, cast the horse on a green field, and if the ground 
is sloping place the bead down hill. If in the town, 
cast on a bed of clean, long, damped straw. 

Fix the subject in such a position that the inguinal 
region will be exposed and dilated as much as possible. 
This may be done by using a rope 50-60 feet long and 
putting the animal m the dorsal position with the hocks 
well flexed and spread apart; or by using the hobbles 
and applying a back rope from one metatarsus or pas¬ 
tern to the other after slacking the chain, the chain to 
permit of the hind limbs separating. I prefer the for¬ 
mer method, of which the following are tne details 

1 Make a loop in the middle of the rope and pass it 
over the head on to the base of the neck with the knot 
on the breast. 

2 Take each end separately pass it (a) between the fore 
limbs ( b) between the bind limbs (c) round the hind 
limbs ((f) beneath the rope coming down from the 
neck (e) through the neck loop from behind. 

3 Apply a body rope or surcingle, not very tightly, in¬ 
cluding the two ropes coming down from the neck 
loop, to keep the latter in position. 

4 Tie the bony rope to the neck loop at the side of the 
withers, to further secure the neck loop in position. 

5 Divide the assistants on the two ropes and let one 
party pull backwards and the other forwards, cast the 
animal. 

6 Put a hitch on each hind pastern to control the hind 
limbs temporarily. 

7 Fix the pastern of each fore-limb to the fore arm 
with a stirrnp leather or piece of thin rope. 

8 Remove the extra hitch or hitches on the hind pas¬ 
terns, leaving only one thereon. 

9 Dealing with one side at & time, slack the rope until 
the hind foot comes near the flank, to enable tne hock 
to be fully flexed. 

10 Replace the hitches on the hind pastern. 

11 Pass the rope beneath the body to the other side. 
Having done this with both ropes pull them hard, 
thus completely flexing and spreading the hocks. 

12 Pass each rope up in front towards the inner aspect 
of the stifle, outside the tibia, across the tendo-achilli?, 
inside the tibia, and hitch it tightly on the pastern.'. 
Second method. By casting with hobbles on the nou- 

affected side and releasing the upper hind limb from the 
hobble and having it drawn outwards and backwards by 
two ropes passing through rings in the wall or round 
posts. I have not tried this method, which is recom¬ 
mended by Cadiot and Moller. Administer chloroform. 

Preparation of site. Wash out the sheath with soap 
and water and antiseptic lotion, and disinfect the inguinal 
perineal regions. Damp the hairs on the body and limbs, 
to prevent loose hairs and dust contaminating the hands 
and arms of the operator and the field of operation. 
Apply clean cloths or stable rubbers found the feet to 
prevent dirt falling therefrom into the operation wound. 

Incision. Having made sure that the hands and nails 
of operator are thoroughly clean, take up a transverse 
fold of skin about 3 in. high at the level of the external 
inguinal ring, let an assistant hold one end of it with an 
artery forceps while you hold the other, and cut through 
the fold to its base, making an antero-posterior incision 
about 5 in. long. By proceeding thus the danger of 
wounding large veins, often pies^nt in the region, is 
avoided. 
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Searching the Inguinal canal. Break carefully 
through the subcutaneous areolar tissue with the two 
first fingers or the thumbs into the inguinal canal, and 
introduce the hand in the form of a cone into the passage, 
and with a gentle rotary movement explore it to its 
uppermost part, searching for the Testicle or Epididymis 
or vas deferens. If any of these is found and is enclosed 
in a tunica vaginalis, incise the latter and expose its 
contents. When the testicle is present in this sneath it 
is easily withdrawn, but if it contain only the epididymis 
or vas deferens traction on either usually fails to bring 
out the testicle, owing to the neck or ring of the tunica 
vaginalis being constricted and undilatable. In this case 
proceed as for an abdominal cryptorchid. Mop the 
wound with pledgets of wool squeezed out of boiled 
water or antiseptic lotion. 

Opening the abdominal cavity. To enter the abdomi¬ 
nal cavity penetrate the anterior wall of the inguinal 
canal by either the Belgian method or the Danish me¬ 
thod. 

The Belgian Method also known as Degive’s method. 
Pass the nand carefully towards the uppermost and 
outermost part of the interstice representing the con¬ 
tinuation of the inguinal canal. You may feel the tes¬ 
ticle through a process of peritoneum bulging slightly 
through the internal inguinal ring. If so, tear through 
it with the fingers and draw out the gland. 

If it cannot be felt in this way puncture the peritoneum 
above, (assuming the animal to be standing), and to the 
outside of the internal inguinal ring, just aoove the pos 
terior border of the internal abdominal oblique muscle, 
by means of the first and second finger or a perforator, 
during an inspiration. The perforator is to he recom¬ 
mended, as it makes a clean opening and does not cause 
the peritoneum to separate from the sub-peritoneal tis¬ 
sue, as sometimes occurs with the fingers. The mem¬ 
brane may be so released that it is better to tear it with 
the nails. I practise this method. 

Advantages of this method. The opening is made 
high up (horse standing) away from tne middle line, 
where it tends to close valve fashion by the abdominal 
wall coming in contact with the thigh, thus preventing 
prolapse of the bowel. When skilfully performed it is 
the ideal method. 

Disadvantages 1 The operator is hampered for want 
of room. 2 The tissues are very thin where perforated 
and are easily torn, making a very large opening through 
which bowel may escape. 3 The wound in the abdominal 
wall cannot be sutured. 

The Danish method. Incise {the outer commissure of 
the external inguinal ring to expose the thick fleshy por¬ 
tion of the internal abdominal oblique muscle away from 
the middle line of the body. Puncture it and the 
peritoneum about 3 in. above (horse cast) and a little in 
front of the site of the external inguinal ring, using the 
fingers or perforator for the purpose, the opening being 
made parallel to the muscular fibres, so that it is slit, or 
buttonhole like. 

Advantages of the Danish method. 

1 The opening is made through strong muscular tissue, 
which is not so likely to give way from pressure on the 
edges of the orifice. 

2 The hand is not compressed and numbed by the 
pressure of the walls of the canal when searching for 
the testicle. 

3 The opening tends to close spontaneously by the 
fibres of the muscle falling back into their place after 
being separated 

4 The opening can be sutured if necessary. 
Disadvantages. The orifice appears too dependent— 

too near the abdominal floor, favouring escape of the 
bowel if the breach is large. This method is adopted in 
Denmark, Germany and France, and is the one pre¬ 
ferred by Cadiot and Muller. 


Search for testicle. Introduce the two first finders 
and the tip of the thumb through the perforation into 
the abdominal cavity, and seek for the Testicle or 
Epididymis or Vas deferens. Frequently you discover 
the testicle at once—recognised by its peculiar feel and 
shape. The tail of the epididymis is revealed by its 
characteristic corrugated feel beneath a smooth surface. 
The vas deferens feels like a hard smooth cord, and trac¬ 
tion on it shows that it is attached to the lateral wall of 
the pelvis, and often makes the animal struggle if not 
profoundly anaesthetised. If the testicle is not found 
at once the best plan is to pass the fingers downwards 
and backwards and glide them towards the lateral wall 
of the pelvic inlet, wnen the ligament of the cord will be 
encountered with the latter running along its fore in¬ 
ferior border. Traction on the cord generally brings the 
epididymis and then the testicle within reach, but some¬ 
times it is difficult to draw out the testicle with the 
fingers in this way, especially when it is far away from 
the epididymis and mixed with coils of intestine. If 
after exploration for a reasonable time with the fingers 
the gland can’t be found, introduce the whole hand 
carefully with a semi-rotary movement into the abdomi¬ 
nal cavity, taking care not to lean on the inner com¬ 
missure of the wound where the tissue, especially in the 
Belgian method, is apt to give way and make the 
aperture dangerously large. This is really the perilous 
stage of the operation. When the hand is in the 
abdomen pass it to the upper surface of the bladder and 
recognise the bulbous portion of the vas deferens in 
Douglas’s fold and follow it up to the testicle. 

Demoting the testicle . ^ Bring the organ into view 
and remove it by means of the ecraseur or other instru¬ 
ment. The cord may be so short that it would be 
difficult to use any instrument except the ecraseur. 

The testicle may be too large to pass through the 
largest opening that can be safely maae in the abdomi¬ 
nal wall, owing to the gland being cystic or teratomatous. 
The cyst can be evacuated by puncturing with a trocar 
and canula and allowing the contents to escape outside, 
or by tearing with the finger nail and permitting contents 
to flow into the abdominal cavity, where, beiDg aseptic, 
they do no harm. When the volume of the mass is due 
to rigid tissue, cartilage, etc., it may be possible to 
diminish it, and then you must either 

(1) Force the testicle carefully through the orifice, by 
placing the back of the extended hand against its outer 
commissure and using the fingers to gradually push out 
the organ while traction is applied on the cord. Or (2) 
Remove the epididymis only. This is not satisfactory, 
as the horse continues to rig afterwards. I had two 
such cases. Or (3) Secure the spermatic artery along 
with the vas deferens, enclose a loop of both in the 
instrument, and excise the loop. I have done this with 
the desired effect. 

Treatment of the. Operation Wound. In the case of 
an inguinal rig it is the same as that for ordinary 
castration. 

When only a small opening has been made into the 
abdominal cavity it is sufficient to closely suture the 
skin, to prevent escape of the bowel should it enter the 
inguinal canal. 

When the whole hand has been in the abdomen the 
inguinal canal should always be well plugged with gauze, 
the plug being left in position for 24 to 72 hours accord¬ 
ing to the nature of the opening. Some recommend the 
insertion of another plug after removal of the first one. 
I have never considered it necessary. 

I have made it a practice to plug the canal in every 
case where I perforated the anterior wall of the abdo¬ 
men—in order to be on the safe side. The plug is kept 
in position by sutures. 

(To be concluded.) 
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NEW INSTRUMENTS. 


The following instruments, suggested by Mr. Charles 
Roberts, m.ilc.v.s., Tunbridge Wells, are manufactured 
by Messrs. Arnold & Sons, Giltspur Street, London, E.C. 



Nkw Embryotomy Knife. 

The end of the blade is blunt and flattened transverse¬ 
ly, somewhat resembling a duck's beak in shape. It is 
inserted under the skin at the fetlock through a small 
opening previously made with an ordinary pocket knife, 
and is pushed upward to the external scapular area. 
The skin along its track is thus severed in a few seconds. 

A guard which is attached to the knife by means of 
two small screws prevents injury to other structures : 
and renders it one of the safest instruments I have usea 
for this work. The muscles and tendons in the axillary 
region can also be easily cut by forcing them between 
the knife and its guard. 



New Vulva Sutures. 

The figures show a vulva suture which is easy to insert 
and is very effective. It is composed of a stout alumin¬ 
ium wire with a small aluminium ball screwed on to it 
at each end. For inserting, one ball is removed and 
replaced by a steel trocar. When it has been passed 
through the labia the trocar is removed and the ball re¬ 
applied. The trocar is bored transversely so that an 
ordinary pin or small nail may be passed through it 
to facilitate screwing and unscrewing. 

I have used this instrument for transfixing the skin m 
operations for umbilical (and other) hernia. It is easy 
to apply and to keep in position. Its advantages, in 
several ways, over the old fashioned meat-skewer are 
apparent. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 

Extracts from London Qautte 

War Office, Whitehall, Sept. 17. - 

Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

The following temp. Capts. relinquish their commns. on 
on completion or service, and retain rank of Capt. 

A. T. Andrew (Aug, 16) ; R. B. Coutts (Aug. 26); 
J. F. Macdonald (May 7); C. O. Maconachie, H.c. 
(Aug. 22): A. R. B. Richmond (Aug. 16); W. E. 
Stribling (May 19); A. R. Younie (Aug. 14.) 


Economies 

“ At one time binder twine was so cheap that no one 
thought of saving it, but now when it is wasted at every 
thresning, men are apt to pause and to consider. The 
bands are cut and the twine is thrown aside, or allowed to 
pass through the mill, the latter being a shockingly bad 
practice where valuable calves are kept. Every season 
calves are killed by swallowing binder twine. The 
wonder is that the material is not preserved for carding 
out and transforming into “ second editions.” 

“Cheese eating would be greatly increased in Ireland' 
if the value of this food were properly understood. It 
is particularly suitable in a diet on which prolonged 
physical work has to be performed. Milk contains 
everything necessary for building up the body and sus¬ 
taining life, and cheese consists of almost every consti¬ 
tuent of the milk, in fact it is the only form m which 
milk can be preserved as a food.”— The Farmers ’ Gazette. 


Signs of the times. 

“ The matter of raising professional charges has been 
taken up by the British Medical Council, and it is 
thought that by October fees will have advanced by 50% 
above pre-war rates. Not only has the cost of living in¬ 
creased but also the cost of drugs and surgical instru¬ 
ments. Petrol is a great consideration, and the associa¬ 
tion considers that only a 50% increase as a minimum 
will maintain doctors in anything like their pre-war 
status. Some months ago the local authorities were 
circularised asking that their medical salaries should be 
increased by one-third. Panel practitioner are now re¬ 
ceiving a bonus of 30% to 15% on their panel patients, 
but the B.M.A. is at present trying to negotiate with the 
Government with a view to adopting a new scale for 
next year.” 

The following resolution was agreed at a recent meet¬ 
ing of the Council of the Red Poll Cattle Society at 
Norwich. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 


Barrett, W. F., Brockley, S.E. 4 £110 

Blenkinsop, L. J., D.8.O., Maj.-Gen., A.V.S. 1 10 

Carless, F. J., Natal 110 

Ellison, A., Capt. r.a.v.0 . 1 1 0 

Mosley, H. S., d.s.o., Lt.-Col. r.a.v.c. 110 
Pollard, J., Capt. r.a.v.c. 1 1 0 

White, J. H. M., Capt. r.a.v.c. 1 1 0 

Wishart, D. G., Kilmarnock 110 


Previously acknowledged £967 1 10 


“ In view of the increased cost of carrying on the 
Society through the large expense now necessary for 
printing and from other causes, it was unanimously 
agreed that the life-member’s subscription should be 
raised from ten to fifteen guineas, and tnat the question 
of increasing fees for registration in the herd book should 
be discussed at the next meeting of the Council.” 


OBITUARY. 

The death is reported of Mr. Arthur Wilfred Shil- 
8 TON, M.R.C.V.S., Second Bacteriologist, Imperial Bacteri¬ 
ological Laboratory, Muktesar, Naini Tal, India, but no 
particulars are to hand. He graduated from the London 
College in July 1908. 


Oet. 3rd , 1919. 


£975 8 10 
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“ Benefit of the Doubt.” 

Mange Case dismissed at Diss. 

At Diss on Wednesday, 24th ult., before Mr. R. W. 
Crawshay (Chairman), Mr. R. A. Bryant, and the Hon. 
W. H. LasceUes. 

Maurice Brown, Roydon, watchmaker, was charged 
with failing to notify to the police parasitic mange 
upon his premises at Roydon on August 13th— Mr. B. 
R. Yorke (Eye) appeared for the defence. 

P.-c. Poulter said that he saw defendant and asked to 
look at his horse. Defendant accompanied him to a 
loke where the animal was. Witness there saw a bay 
cob which had a raw wound about 9 ins. long on the 
near side of the back, and raw places on both shoulders. 
On being asked to account for the condition of the ani¬ 
mal, defendant said it was all right when he turned it 
off a short time before. He also said that Mr. Loveless, 
of Bressingham, had examined it and said it was suffer¬ 
ing from eczema. Subsequently Inspector James and 
Special Constable A. Easto examined the horse, and 
defendant was advised to put it in the stable and not 
work it. 

John Buckingham, m.r.c.v.s., of Harleston, deposed 
to examining the horse on August 15th and found it to 
be suffering from parasitic mange. He gave instructions 
for treatment. 

In reply to Mr. Yorke, witness said the condition of 
the horse was not consistent with eczema, and he could 
detect no symptoms of that disease. 

By the Bench : Parasitic mange could be easily dis¬ 
cernible by any person using the horse. 

Mr. Yorke ? for the defence, called Henry James Love¬ 
less, who said he had had 35 years’ experience of the 
treatment of horses and cattle. He declared that the 
horse in question had been suffering from eczema and 
not from parasitic mange, of which there were no signs 
whatever. 

Harry John Loveless, son of the last witness, and a 
student of the R.C.Y.S., gave similar evidence. 

Inspector James objected to the evidence of these 
witnesses, as they were not qualified men. 

Mr. Yorke submitted there was no case against the 
defendant, who, he pointed out, was not aware of the 
disease, and the police knew about it as soon as he did. 
He further submitted that defendant had called in the 
assistance of Mr. Loveless, whose advice he had followed. 


Upon being informed as to the nature of the disease he 
obtained the advice of Mr. Downe. m.r.c.v.s., of Diss, 
but that gentleman having been called to an urgent case 
was not able to attend the Court that day. 

After consideration the chairman said that they found 
defendant had done whit was reasonable in the matter, 
but he had been misled. They therefore gave him the 
benefit of the doubt and would dismiss the case .—East 
Anglian Daily Time*. 


Swine fever “ farce.” 

Attention was called at the Huntingdonshire County 
Council to the Amending Order of the Board of Agri¬ 
culture contracting the area of the Swine Fever Infected 
Order. Aid. C. G. Tebbutt asked how much longer the 
Swine Fever Order farce was to be continued. It had 
had its silver wedding, and would be approaching its 
golden wedding shortly, but still they found the same 
outbreaks and the same Orders which had no effect. 
Was it not time that the Government considered once 
more whether their action with regard to swine fever 
had proved a failure ? 

The Chairman (Aid. G. Fydell Rowley): I am afraid 
the Government will not listen to us.— The Farmer ami 
Stockbreeder. 


Personal. 

Mr. D. S. Prentice, m.r.c.v.s., acted as Veterinary 
Inspector at the Autumn Show and Sale of shorthorns, 
Aberdeen-Angus and Herefords, at Ballsbridge, Dublin. 


A Veterinary History ok the War in South 
Africa, by Ma.i.-Gkn. Sir F. Smith, k.c.m.g., c.b., 
f i.c., Hon. Associate r.c.v.s. 

Demy quarto pp. VIII 4- 322 with maps and plates 
and full index. 

A limited number of copies of this work are now 
ready, bound in maroon cloth, lettered at back, price 
10/6, postage (inland) included. 

Subscribers who have the parts originally issued 
serially can have the completing section on forwarding 
address, with 3d stamps, to this office. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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8 

24 

25 

21 

41 

70 

35 

101 

3569 

1957 

1758 

6729 

3739 

3950 

260 

404 

195 

1065 

1793 

3536 

428 

782 
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(i) Confirmed, (b) Reported by Looal Authorities. t Counties affeoted, animals attaoked :— Leicester 2, London l 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Sept. 30, 1919 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
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The N.V.M.A. Meeting. 

The important meeting of “ The National ” fixed 
for last Wednesday has been postponed. The 
executive officers deferred the decision as long as 
possible; but on Sunday it was felt that a success¬ 
ful meeting had become out of the question, so 
postponement was resolved upon. One can only 
hope that the next date ohosen may fall in more 
favourable conditions. Our little profession is 
peculiarly unlucky in the coincidence of great 
public disturbances with its principal events. 
We all remember how the outbreak of tbe Euro¬ 
pean war ruined the first International Veterinary 
Congress held in England. Last week, a post-war 
industrial convulsion stopped the most important 
veterinary gathering planned in this country since 
1914. 

A New Method op Castration. 

The Spanish paper on Castration, a summary of 
which appeared a fortnight ago, deserves some 
attention. It proposes an operative procedure 
which is simpler, more surgical, and undeniably 
safer for the animal than the usual methods, and 
which is also supported by a physiological argu¬ 
ment. Physiologically, the idea of destroying the 
spermatic secretion of the testes and at the same 
time preserving the internal secretion seems very 
plausible. Whether this operation really does so 
effectively without any counter-balancing dis¬ 
advantage is another question, which its Spanish 
advocate does not claim to have settled. He tells 
us, rather vaguely, that the results of the operation 
have, so far, varied with the age at which it has 
been performed, but does not indicate the nature of 
the variations. He proposes to test the operation ; 
but the question will require a great many observa¬ 
tions, some of which might well come from other 
sources. There may be a few British members who 
have opportunities for observing the operation, or 
possess information regarding it; if so, they have 
here a chance of useful reports. 

Castration as now performed has serious evil 
effects. The loss from fatalities directly arising 
from it, in tbe aggregate, is far from negligible. Its 
effect in 11 diminishing the resistance of the organ¬ 
ism ” is much less demonstrable, but is probably 
none the less real. Its effect upon the working 
power of the horse is indisputable; and, though the 
economic loss from this cannot be estimated, its 
total must be considerable. Any operative pro¬ 
cedure offering the hope of lessening or removing 
all these disadvantages deserves a thorough test. 


POISONING BY EQUISETUM (Mare’s Tail). 

By W. R, Davis, m.r.c.v.s., Enfield. 

Among cows, one meets with from time to time, 
especially in marshy districts, cases presenting the 
following symptoms. The patient reels and staggers 
like a drunken man. If the reoumbent position is 
assumed there is disinclination or inability to rise 
for a time. When the animal gets up it may walk 
in an extraordinary manner — flexing all the 
members violently, so that its progression is most 
grotesque. The fore limbs are snatched up with an 
exaggerated hackney-like action, the hind limbs are 
moved as if the cow had very bad stringhalt. At 
times the slightest sound will make the patient 
start as if in terror. In a case I had last week 
there was considerable tympany whioh, however, 
yielded to a couple of carminative doses. Usually 
the appetite is preserved, though there is a falling 
off in the quantity of milk. The affection may last 
for some days. I have not seen a fatal case. 

The cause of the trouble is the ingestion of 
Equisetum, taken in the pasture or as hay. A bull 
on the farm where my case of last week occurred is, I 
believe, suffering from a ohronic form of the malady. 
He has been fed on hay which oontains a large per¬ 
centage of mare’s tail. The bull moves about his 
box exactly like a cow in the first stage of drop. 

It is stated in Frohner’s Toxicology that horses 
and sheep are also affected, but I have only seen the 
disease in bovines. According to Frohner, there is 
found post-mortem hyperaemia of, and serous exuda¬ 
tion into, the coverings of the cord and cerebellum. 

As to treatment, there should be an immediate 
change of fodder and the administration of an 
aperient (aloes, oil, or treacle). Strychnia, Ammon, 
carb., Ether, Camphor, may be afterwards pre¬ 
scribed if necessary. The poisonous principle in 
Equisetum is not well known. According to 
Lohmann it is due to an alkaloid, Equisetin, while 
other authorities maintain that the poisoning is in¬ 
direct, and, as supposed in the case of Lupinosis, 
is due to fungi found on the equisetum. 


Conference of Veterinary Inspectors held in the 
University of Durham College of Medicine, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, on Friday, August 1st. 

EQUINE PARASITIC MANGE 
By Arthur Gofton, f.r.c.v.8 ., Edinburgh. 

The discussion opened by Prof. Wooldridge, Royal 
Veterinary College, London. 

Of the four varieties of parasitic mange which affect 
the horsej Sarcoptic and Psoroptic mange have an 
economic importance which greatly exceeds that attach¬ 
ing to the chorioptic (symbiotic) and demodectic forms. 
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The rapidity and certainty with which they spread, if 
uncontrolled, together with the loss of utility and the 
prejudicial effect on the general health and nutrition of 
the affected animals, place these diseases in a category 
which demands the application of measures directed to 
secure a limitation of their incidence. Both forms are 
notifiable under the Contagious Diseases (Animals) 
Acts ; and the Parasitic Mange Orders of 1911 and 1918 
have been framed for their control. 

Chorioptic mange, commonly referred to as “leg 
mange,” is not scheduled, and popularly it is regarded 
as oi such minor significance tnat many horse owners 
ignore its presence. Its spread is admittedly slow, 
especially under good stable management, and its exist¬ 
ence rarely becomes so glaringly obvious as in the 
sarcoptic or psoroptic forms, but a policy of neglect is 
decidedly unsound. The animals suffer from diminished 
rest, they are frequently the subjects of self-inflicted 
injury from kicking and scratching, they are trouble- 
, some, often dangerous, to shoe, and thus entail waste of 
time and labour. 

A variety of the Demodex folliculorum has been 
proved, during the period of the war, to be relatively a 
much more common parasite of the skin of the horse 
than had been previously thought. There is, however, 
room for difference of opinion as to the clinical and 
pathological significance which should be attached to its 
presence. Lesions of the skin have been described in 
which without doubt the parasites were present, but it 
has still to be proved that etiological responsibility for 
the lesions can rightly be attached to the demodex. 
Animals have been under my personal observation for 
two or three months, during wnich time the parasites 
could be readily demonstrated, without showing the 
smallest detectable lesion or loss of hair. The parasite 
is also said to cause pruritus, and undoubtedly pruritus 
was responsible for at least the majority of the examina¬ 
tions which led to its demonstration, but it has still to 
be shown that the parasite does not occur with equal 
frequency on the skins of non-itchy horses. Further, it 
may be noted that pruritus is not a symptom of its 
presence in man or in the dog, in both of which it is held 
responsible for definite and well defined lesions. The 
information at present available indicates that demo- 
dectic mange of the horse is not transmissible. Ex¬ 
perimental attempts to transplant the parasites on to 
the skin of non-affected horses have failed, and the 
hosts of the parasites may remain in contact for months 
with other animals under conditions which provide 
every facility for transmission, without the contacts 
. showing evidence of infection, or the demodex being de¬ 
monstrable in scrapings taken from their skins. The 
existence of a disease in the horse which could fairly be 
described as demodectic mange is thus problematical, 
and until more precise information is forthcoming it 
must remain an open question whether the demodex has 
either clinical or pathological significance in that animal. 

As a preliminary step in considering this subject it is 
of interest to ascertain the relative frequency of the 
different types of equine mange. Unfortunately the 
Board of Agriculture returns do not differentiate beween 
the two notifiable forms. Pillers (1) estimated that 
about 5% of the reported cases of mange were sarcoptic 
and 95% psoroptic. These figures may be approximately 
correct, but one can scarcely believe that the incidence 
of the two varieties in civil stables should be in almost 
exactly reverse proportions to that which was found to 
obtain in the British Armies in the field. Wadley, (2) 
quoting Pallin, states the following results were obtain¬ 
ed from a large number of scrapings taken from itchy 
horses in the B.E.F. in France i 


(1) Pillers—Hoare’s System of Vet. Med. Vol. II. 

(2) Wadley—Vet. Journal, Vol. 74.—May, 1918. 


Sarcoptic mange p/c 46T5 Forage acari p/c 14*72 

Psoroptic mange 4*57 Lice 1*71 

Symbiotic mange *83 Ringworm 1*81 

Demodex 4*52 Negative 24*71 

These figures give approximately the following per* 
centage occurrence of the different varieties of mange— 
sarcoptic 81, psoroptic 8*5, demodectic 8*5, chorioptic 2. 
and they are in keeping with the writer’s experience 
under military conditions. There can be no doubt, 
however, that in commercial stables, at all events, 2% 
does not represent the true proportion of chorioptic 
mange. It is probably the most prevalent form, but as 
already stated its presence is commonly ignored. 

A knowledge of the life cycle of the parasite and of 
its viability away from the living host is of material 
importance in devising measures of control. Observa¬ 
tions agree almost universally that the average time 
occupied in passing through the various phases—egg, 
larva, nymph, adult, ovigerous female—is about three 
or four weeks. It is quite certain, however, that various 
factors, of which our knowledge is very limited, may 
come into play under natural conditions, and, by in¬ 
fluencing the reproductive activity, and possibly also the 
duration of life of the parasites, add to the difficulties 
of control and eradication. Horses commonly develop 
symptoms of mange months after they have been re¬ 
moved from the risks of infection, and it is well known 
that the disease may re-appear in a horse which has been 
free of all symptoms for several months Admittedly 
it is impossible to exclude chance infection absolutely 
in animals not under conditions of rigid control, but 
delayed appearance of symptoms and recurrences have 
both been observed so frequently under conditions in 
which the risk of chance contagion is remote, that the 
explanation must be sought elsewhere. One cannot free 
one’s mind from the probability that the parasites may 
i be resident on the skin of an animal in a latent or 
quiescent form in which the rate of multiplication may 
fall greatly below the average, with, as a consequence, 
localisation and/or the absence of manifest evidence of 
their presence. Gerlach’s (3) statement that the average 
produce of a single fecundated female is fifteen eggs, and 
that her progeny in a period of ninety days may number 
one-and-a-half millions, is generally accepted as a work¬ 
ing basis in estimating the rate of reproduction, and 
from this it is generally held that even a moderately 
heavy infection will actually result in the manifestation 
of clinical symptoms within a month or six weeks, but, 
as already stated, considerably longer periods may elapse 
between infection and the appearance of clinical symp¬ 
toms. The observations of Stockman and Berry (4) on 
the psoropt of sheep scab are of value as indicating 
variations in the rate of reproduction which may occur 
in these parasites. They Btate that while the average 
produce of eggs per female is probably fifteen, the 
number may be as low as two or three, or it may be as 
high as thirty in particular females. It seems quite 
probable that similar variations are to be observed in 
the closely related parasites of the horse, and it is not 
difficult to conceive that natural conditions, as they 
operate favourably or unfavourably on the parasite, may 
result in material variations in the rate of reproduction. 

The seasonal incidence of mange appears to lend & 
measure of support to this view. The following figures 
extracted from the Board of Agriculture returns, as re¬ 
printed weekly in The Veterinary Record , show the 
average number of outbreaks reported by the Local 


(3) Qerlach—Neumann’s Parasites and Par. Die. of Dom. 
Animals, Macqueen's transl. 

(4) Stockman and Berry—Journ. Comp. Path, and Thera- 
pent. Vol. 26. 
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Authorities month by month for the last four years. 
(Figures for 1919 are stated to be approximate only). 


r year ending May 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

June 

23 

29 

39 

85 

July 

26 

29 

38 

58 

August 

12 

20 

27 

45 

September 

13 

17 

21 

30 

October 

14 

15 

20 

33 

November 

17 

22 

44 

60 

December 

39 

• 44 

89 

108 

January 

97 

83 

153 

178 

February 

84 

87 

168 

168 

March 

55 

68 

116 

134 

April 

May 

40 

45 

93 

119 

41 

44 

86 

94 


The returns are lowest in August, September and Oc¬ 
tober, the December outbreaks are double those of No¬ 
vember, and in January and February they are double 
those of December. The decline begins in March and 
continues steadily until the minimum is reached. This 
incidence is identical with that observed in the Army 
under active service conditions. 

The long winter coat and consequent accumulations 
of secretions and dirt on the skin may be suggested as 
an explanation of this seasonable incidence, but a mo¬ 
ment’s reflection reminds one that clipping must largely 
counteract any advantage derived by the parasites from 
the long coat, also that the disease occurs indiscrimi¬ 
nately in the clipped and in the unclipped. It is true 
that in clipped animals, whether rugged or not and 
whether stabled or not, the coat grows more rapidly and 
thickly during the period of greater incidence, and 
cleanliness of the skin is much more difficult to secure. 
On the ether hand, in an affected animal living out in 
the open, especially under winter conditions and un¬ 
groomed, the disease is frequently observed, particularly 
in its earlier stages, to make little or no progress, but 
immediately shelter, even of the most rudimentary des¬ 
cription is provided, the rate of progression generally 
increases notwithstanding regular grooming and dimi¬ 
nished uncleanliness of the skin. No doubt the shelter 
and association with other animals is productive of a 
measure of warmth, but warmth alone does not appear 
sufficient to account for the more rapid progress. As fur¬ 
ther emphasising this point, Berton (5) and Dieudonn<$(6) 
record spontaneous cures of mange in horses showing 
pronounced clinical symptoms by simply turning them 
into a field for couple of months and leaving them there 
without shelter or attention other than feeding. The 
only conclusion which one can draw from these observed 
facts is that long hair and accumulations of secretions 
and dirt on the skin are not, in themselves, such impor¬ 
tant factors as they are generally considered to be. If 
they operate favourably to the parasite, it is only in 
association with other factors. 

Spontaneous disappearance of all clinical evidence of 
mange has been a matter of common observation. Pro¬ 
bably it occurs at all periods of the year, but my own 
experience of apparent spontaneous recovery is confined 
to September and October, coincident with the shedding 
of the summer coat. These months show the minimum 
incidence of mange. A sharp decline in the mange rate 
takes place in March and April; that is to say, also 
during the period when change of coat is likely to be 
occurring. Do modifications in the functions and secre¬ 
tions of the skin occur at these times which react un¬ 
favourably on the parasites 1 A point of practical im¬ 
portance which has still to be determined is, in what 
proportion of the animals which apparently recover 
apontaneously, do the parasites die out] 


Henry’s (7) article on psoroptic otocariasis in horses is 
of interest as indicating the possibility of continued resi¬ 
dence of mange parasites on the body of the horse, 
accompanied by symptoms so slightly obvious as to make 
the probability of recognition remote. Having observed 
that the psoroptwas present in the ears of 71% of the 
horses examined in a veterinary hospital, the majority 
of which were affected with mange, tnough mainly sar- 
coptic mange, he extended his observations to a unit in 
which mange was rare, and found the same parasite 
present but unsuspected in the external ears of 42% of 
the horses. 

The viability of the parasites away from the body of 
the living host is of importance in considering measures 
of control. This is fairly well known. Few of the para¬ 
sites are capable of living for periods longer than two or 
three weeks, and though they have been observed to live 
as long as one month, it is doubtful if they exceed that 
time. Allowing a margin of safety, six weeks may fair¬ 
ly be regarded as the maximum duration of life away 
from the living host. 

Methods of Spread. 

The contact of affected with healthy animals is the 
most obvious method of spread, and in particular the 
horse which, while clinically affected, shows no loss of 
hair or other obvious symptom, is a material source of 
danger because he is usually unsuspected by his atten¬ 
dants. Probably the indirect method of inlection 
occurs with a frequency at least equal to direct contagion. 
Grooming tools common to saveral horses; the inter¬ 
change of clothing, harness and equipment of every des¬ 
cription ; stabling in public premises, etc., offer abun¬ 
dant opportunities for transplanting the parasites from 
affected to healthy skins. Shoeing forges offer facilities 
for both direct and indirect contagion. Attendants by 
means of their clothing and their persons are not negli¬ 
gible factors. The inner face of the thigh is one of the 
most common sites of sarcoptic mange, and the ease with 
which the farrier may carry infection on his clothing 
from one horse to the next needs no demonstration. 

Conditions which bring together large numbers of 
horses, as in war, with frequent movements, constant 
changing of stabling or standings, and much transport 
by rail and ship, are invariably accompanied by the ap¬ 
pearance and spread of mange. The late war was no ex¬ 
ception in this respect, and in its early days it quickly 
became manifest that the mange problem required con¬ 
centrated effort, if the disease was to be kept within 
reasonable and controllable limits and was not to be per¬ 
mitted to become a hindrance to mobility. Experience 
led to the improvement of the means available for. con¬ 
trol, and I venture to say that the percentage incidence 
of mange in the later period of the war, if published, will 
show a distinct reduction as compared with the experi¬ 
ence of earlier days. 

Diagnosis. 

Early diagnosis is essential to efficient control, and in 
practice no animal should reach the stage of depilation 
and desquamation before a diagnosis is made. Under 
civil conditions, the inexperience of owners and atten¬ 
dants is responsible for tne majority of cases reaching a 
fairly advanced stage before action is taken, but a mini¬ 
mum of instructions should help to remove the risk of 
this mistake being repeated. Every itchy animal should 
be held suspect, especially in studs in which mange is 
known to have appeared, until the presence or the ab¬ 
sence of the parasite has been determined. Pruritus 
alone is not evidence of infection whether or not accom¬ 
panied by the most manifest evidences of pleasure and 
a lip reflex. In Pallin’s figures already quoted, 42% of 


(7) Henry—Rec. de Med. Vet. Vol. 93, Jan. 4th, 1917. 


m Berton_Rao. Gen.de Med. Vet. Vol. 25, Nov., 1916. 

(6) Dieodonnd— Bee. da Met. Vet. Val. 94 15th July, 1918. 
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scrapings from itchy horses proved mange negative. On 
the other hand, a single negative result is not conclusive. 
A second, third or fourth scraping may be necessary 
before the parasite can be demonstrated. The method 
of taking a scraping materially increases or decreases 
the prospects of demonstrating the parasite. The inclu¬ 
sion of masses of scales and hair will result in a failure 
to diagnose a considerable percentage of cases, especially 
in their early stages. 

' In practice, the following procedure will be found as 
simple and convenient as any other. A spot should be 
chosen where pruritus is most manifest, any hair present 
should be clipped with scissors as close to the skin as 
possible, rough scales should be removed with petrol, 
ether, or liauor potassse, and the scraping taken. The 
burrowing habits of* the sarcopt make it necessary to ex¬ 
tend the scraping to the deeper layers of the skin, and 
this should be done in all cases, since a double infection 
with the sarcopt and the psoropt is far from uncommon. 
The scraping should be placed direct into a 10% solution 
of caustic potash, boiled for five minutes, centrifuged, 
and the deposit examined with a low power lens. By 
this means the scales are broken into small fragments 
and the parasites or their eggs can be readily seen. A 
drop of glycerin added to the deposit before examination 
helps to clarify the field and is a distinct advantage. 

A discussion of the clinical symptoms of mange is un¬ 
called for, but reference may be made to the earliest 
clinical manifestations and to the localisation of the 
different forms. Before the hair falls or scabs appear, 
minute nodules may be felt under the hair on the sur¬ 
face of the skin. When combined with pruritus such 
nodules should always lead to a precautionary isolation 
of the animals, even if scrapings prove negative. For 
preference, the sarcopt chooses the withers, the throat or 
the intermaxillary space. In the two latter positions, 
pruritus is often much less manifest. The inner face of 
the thigh between the hock and the stifle is a very com¬ 
mon site, often overlooked, and to which it frequently 
remains confined and unsuspected for considerable 
periods, spreading later to the under surface of the belly 
and flank. 

The psoropt prefers the mid-dorsal line of the body 
and the root of the tail. Not uncommonly it is wholly 
confined to the tail which may be infected throughout its 
length. Whilst these constitute the chief points of se¬ 
lection, no part of the body is immune from attack and 
whatever the starting point, more or less wide extension 
follows with varying degrees of rapidity. 

The chorioptic form, though mainly attacking the legs 
below the hocks, is not confined to these regions. It 
may, though infrequently, spread more or less generally 
over the surface of the body. 

Contkol. Treatment. 

Legislation for the control of mange is provided for 
by the Parasitic Mange Orders of 1911 and 1918. These 
orders are applicable to sarcoptic and psoroptic mange 
only. Briefly, they provide for notification ; for deten¬ 
tion and treatment of affected animals with permission 
to work under license granted by an inspector of the 
Local Authority, and with safeguards against the risk 
of spreading the disease ; for the efficient application of 
an approved remedy for parasitic mange to the skins of 
incontact animals, which must be applied within the 
seven days preceding movement from infected premises ; 
and for cleansing and disinfection. The orders differen¬ 
tiate, so far as freedom of movement under license is 
concerned, between the horse which is certified to be 
suffering from psoroptic mange only and the animal 
which is not so certified, and therefore presumably suf¬ 
fering from sarcoptic mange or a double infection. In 
the former case the animal may apparently be moved 


anywhere to and from the infected premises for the pur¬ 
pose of work, provided it has been dressed within the 
preceding seven days with an approved remedy for para¬ 
sitic mange, and is not absent for a period exceeding 
twenty-four hours. In the latter case movement for the 
purpose of work is only permissible to and from premises 
in the occupation of the owner within the same time 
limit, and provided an approved remedy has been ap¬ 
plied immediately before the movement. The reasons 
which have led to this differentiation are not obvious. 

A single dressing is insufficient protection to an in¬ 
contact animal. Contact of the dressing with the skin 
is essential, and without clipping this cannot always be 
ensured especially in winter time. A dressing with a 
soap base which can be used as a wash has distinct advan¬ 
tages ; it is generally more satisfactorily applied, the 
soap makes the preparation more permeable, and it 
cleanses the skin, removing scales and dirt which afford 
shelter to the parasites. In conjunction with clipping 
such a dressing used once a week for five or six weeks 
will negative the risks of extension of the disease. Ob¬ 
viously it must be conjoined with appropriate disinfec¬ 
tion, and separation from infected animals, for nothing 
short of continuously soaking the skin with mange 
dressing will afford protection against constant exposure 
to the risks of contagion. In dealing with large num¬ 
bers of animals where individual attention and hand 
dressing are less possible, dipping permits of preventive 
and curative treatment on a scale which could not 
otherwise be undertaken. The dips as used by the 
British Armies in France were built of cement and were 
constructed on the same principle as a sheep or cattle 
dipping tank. Five or six hundred animals can be 
passed through one dip easily in a single day within the 
ordinary working hours. Solutions of calcium sulphide 
or arsenic were used in the dips, at a temperature which 
was maintained as near 105° F. as possible. The former 
proved the more efficient preparation. Solutions of ar¬ 
senic, to be effective, require a concentration which is 
not without risk of causing symptoms of poisoning 
amongst the animals treated. In the base hospitals in 
France, all animals which were sufficiently fit were regu¬ 
larly dipped as a prophylactic measure, and the benefits 
derived were very obvious to those who had experience 
of the hospitals before and after regular dipping was in¬ 
stituted. 

The French strongly advocated vapour baths of sul¬ 
phurous anhydride gas for prophylactic and curative 
purposes. The animals were subjected to this treatment 
in specially constructed chambers. Their heads pro¬ 
jected from the chambers and the escape of gas was pre¬ 
vented by means of a collarette which fitted closely 
round the neck. The best results were claimed for ex¬ 
posures of from one-half to two hours in a concentration 
of three to five per cent of sulphurous anhydride at a 
temperature of 30°C., the heads being subsequently hand 
dressed with a mange dressing. Cures were claimed 
after one or two exposures ; but in British hands this 
treatment proved less efficient than dipping, and never 
came into extensive use. 

It is not proposed to discuss the value of the various 
remedies which may be employed in the treatment of 
mange; whatever the remedy chosen, its application must 
be thorough and should extend to the whole body. Chor¬ 
ioptic mange localised in the legs may be regarded as an 
exception to this statement, but it must not be forgotten 
that chorioptic mange may and sometimes does extend 
to the body. Dressings should therefore be applied with 
a considerable margin beyond the detectably affected 
areas. The skin must not be permitted to become 
clogged with scales, dirt, or old dressings. Grooming is 
of value in sarcoptic mange, by opening galleries in 
which the female sarcopt lives and exposing them to the 
action of the dressing. 
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It is generally held that psoroptie mange is more 
easily cared than sarcoptic. As a general principle this 
is probably true, bat it is far from being always tne case. 
Psoroptie mange can be very resistant to treatment, and 
may continue indefinitely, especially if crusts and scales 
are allowed to accumulate on the skin and provide shelter 
for the parasites. 

It is difficult to determine the time when one can feel 
assured that recovery has been effected—if by the term 
recovery is meant freedom from the parasites of mange. 
This statement may be questioned, but it is true. Re- 
currences in animals after the disappearance of clinical 
symptoms are well known, and there is little room for 
donot that the parasites may remain more or less qui¬ 
escent on the skin for considerable periods of time. It 
is a sound precaution, therefore, to keep recovered 
animals under close observation tor a period of three 
months, and to adopt a policy of working isolation dur¬ 
ing that time. The affected animals must be separated 
from the healthy. The more complete the separation 
the less the risk of indirect contagion, and for this 
reason separate attendants are desirable. Working or 
regular exercise appear to operate favourably to recovery, 
and it is clearly ad visible that they should be carried 
out under conditions which remove the risk of com¬ 
municating the disease to other horses. 

Disinfection must be systematically carried out along 
with other measures of control. Every place or thing 
used about or for the infected animal must be subjected 
to similar treatment. The procedure for disinfection 
and the materials to be used for the purpose are laid 
down in the Parasitic Mange Orders. It is important 
that grooming tools, clothing, harness leather work and 
fittings, should be freed from adhering grease and dirt 
as a preliminary to efficient disinfection. Clipping 
machines should not be overlooked, and since the cloth¬ 
ing of grooms and clippers, as well as of shoeing smiths, 
afford opportunities for transplanting the parasites from 
the affected to the healthy, they should be appropriately 
treated. The standings and equipment of affected an¬ 
imals under treatment should be periodically disinfected 
as progress is made towards recovery. 

Discussion. 

Prof. Wooldhidge considered that Mr. Gofton had 
submitted a most excellent paper, and furnished ample 
material for useful discussion. He agreed with Mr. 
Gofton that far too little was definitely Known concern¬ 
ing demodectic mange in horses. It was a matter for 
comment that it was usually the squamous form that 
was met with, and not the pustular form so common in 
young dogs : and moreover the lesions were generally 
confined to tne eyelids and nose. 

He was not at all satisfied that the parasite was so 
commonly found in sound skin as had been suggested. 
He considered that Pillere’ statement—that sarcoptic 
mange occurred only in 5% of cases, was far too low ; 
and he similarly considered that Pallin’s figure for 
psoroptie mange (4.572) in army horses was far lower 
than its occurrence in civilian stables. He had not kept 
statistics of his own cases, but his impression was that 
these two forms were about equally prevalent and were 
not infrequently co-existent. It was a very interesting 
fact that Psoroptes had frequently been discovered about 
the poll and ears without giving rise to any symptoms. 

He did not agree with the figures quoted concerning 
the number of eggs deposited by Psoroptes. In the case 
of Sarcoptes they were between 15-30, but in Psoroptes 
they were 80-100. It was a matter to note that the 
nuuige parasites only lived six weeks as a maximum 
away from a host: but what of the eggs 1 He thought 
it likely that under favourable conditions of tempera- 
tale the eggs might retain full vitality much longer, 
ftobably the most interesting item of the paper was the 


table showing the seasonal incidence—the cases being so 
much more numerous from December to April This 
might be due to housing aud warmth and the over¬ 
crowding, and he considered that any material altera¬ 
tions in the secretions were improbable. This was a 
problem well worthy of careful investigation. 

The transmissibility of mange was of great import¬ 
ance; but he considered that the blame attached to 
shoeing-smiths was over estimated, except so far as 
referred to Symbiotic mange and itchy legs. Although 
Sarcoptic mange occurred inside the thighs, shoeing- 
smiths did not usually come into contact with that part, 
and therefore were most unlikely to spread it. 

The transmissibility of equine Sarcoptic mange to 
other species of animals and to man was of importance 
' in any system of control, and of assistance frequently in 
diagnosis, since grooms attending such animals were 
often affected on their arms and breasts. Psoroptie 
mange on the other hand was not transmissible to other 
species. He was glad to hear that Mr. Gofton did not 
accept th9 “lip reflex” as diagnostic of mange, although 
every itchy animal should be held suspect. It was little 
short of a disgrace that some inspectors, even at the 
present time, regarded the “ lip reflex ” as a diagnostic 
symptom of mange. It was simply an evidence of 
gratification at being scratched and would occur in any 
irritating condition, such as mange, lice, ring-worm, etc. 

Treatment must be included in a discussion in the 
control of mange. He considered the old oil and sulphur 
dressings to be the most effective, and the best basis 
was clarified horse fat, prepared by boiling knacker's 
horse fat for an hour in several times its bulk of water, 
as suggested by Mr. Boyer and others. The next most 
important thing was thoroughness of application. The 
dressings should be applied every four days—the time 
required for hatching eggs. Four such dressings should 
completely cure Psoroptie mange, but treatment should 
extend over six weeks for Sarcoptic mange. 

He was astonished to hear Prof. Gofton say that he 
got arsenical poisoning by absorption of dressings from 
the skin, and he would take leave to express doubt as to 
the channel of entrance of the arsenic, for he believed 
that arsenic was not absorbed through sound or un¬ 
abraded skin. He agreed that it was a wise precaution 
to isolate for three months where possible, to avoid 
general spread in case of relapses. 

Mr. Wm. Templeton, Torland, Dalaerf, Lanark¬ 
shire : He saw from last annual returns, cases in 
Lanarkshire were more numerous than in any other 
county in Scotland. That of course was not a reflect¬ 
ion on, but a compliment to the Veterinary Inspector, 
Mr. Begg, it was a proof that all cases were reported 
and dealt with. In prosecution cases many default¬ 
ers plead ignorance of the existence of mange, and he 
(Mr. Templeton) sympathised with respectable farmers 
who were heavily fined for such an offence. Mange, 
however, must inflict much suffering, and being very 
contagious must be strictly dealt with. He might 
ask the profession, however, if it could not be possible 
to have some kina of chemical solution, wash, or dis¬ 
infectant which would combat the disease, and could 
be used periodically or whenever symptoms appeared. 
What about paraffin ? He knew that was used as a 
disinfectant and also that it prevented baldness, and 
had proof of that by having used it successfully 
some years ago when his hair began to fall out. (A 
voice—Perhaps there has been worse than paraffin oil 
on your head ! Amid much laughter the speaker ad¬ 
mitted there had been worse than paraffin on his head, 
and in it.) 

Mr. Thomas Faekeb, f.r.c.v.8., Veterinary Officer. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne: Concerning the treatment of 
Equine Bcabies, perhaps the most important points may 
be expressed in one word, namely, thoroughness. Many 
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and varied were the applications used, but in all cases 
it was essential to pay attention to detail. Particularly 
regarding the Sarcoptic variety, it was little better than 
useless to partly dress the animal only. Dressing from 
head to foot thoroughly and at intervals with math¬ 
ematical precision was necessary to ensure success. In 
reference to recurrent outbreaks in stables inhabited by 
mice, was it not possible for these mammals to become 
infected for the time being (although the wrong hosts 
for the equine sarcopt) and thus act as carriers not only 
within the same stable but also to carry the disease to 
adjoining premises ! In one of the outbreaks which oc¬ 
curred within the city in which 8 horses out of 10 were 
found diseased on the same premises, a mouse was found 
in a mangy condition. Scrapings revealed a sarcopt in¬ 
distinguishable in every particular from that of the 
Equine sarcopt. And on the same premises the groom 
was found affected with the disease on both forearms. 
I have seen men attacked similarly in two other instances, 
and in each the horses were suffering from the sarcoptic 
variety of the disease. 

Mr. G. P. Male, Reading, congratulated the essayist 
on the very interesting facts and observations related in 
his paper. 

With regard to the Parasitic Mange Order, he thought 
it should be recognised that this was a war measure, and 
that owners were allowed to work their horses under 
license owing to the shortage of horses at that time, ahd 
that the work of the country would have been much dis¬ 
located otherwise. The Order however said nothing 
about withdrawing the license, and he related the case 
of a large firm of bakers with 30 to 40 horses which had 
been affected with mange for some time and which were 
undoubtedly spreading the disease. If they were shut 
up the bread could not be delivered, and he doubted if 
the license could be withdrawn so long as they carried 
out the Order. 

As to diagnosis, the method described was a very gobd 
laboratory one, but in practice he found it more conveni¬ 
ent to just soak the scrapings in 10% pot. hydrate for 
from 1 to 24 hours, and examine them between two slides. 
A quick method also was to put them on a warm glalss 
and examine with a hand lens, or to place them on the 
back of one’s hand. When in the case of the psoropt 
the movements could be seen. He emphasised the im¬ 
portance of working under the tail ana in the folds of 
the vulva and sheath. In some recurrent cases he had 
found a little nest of parasites in these regions. 

He thought the seasonable occurrence of mange as 
pointed out by Prof. Gofton may perhaps be accounted 
tor by the condition of the skin at certain seasons of the 
year. In the spring and summer almost any dressing 
could be used with impunity, but in the winter even 
plain oil or washing with soap would blister the skin. 
This might also account for the different treatments 
adopted and discarded by the Army authorities. What 
would cure at certain seasons was not effective at others. 
Most people had to fall back on oil and sulphur, and he 
thought tnat if properly refined, as suggested by Prof. 
Wooldridge, there was nothing better than horse oil. 

Soda baths he had also found very effective in chronic 
cases where the skin was dry and scurfy. « 

He agreed with the essayist as to the spread of sar¬ 
coptic mange by means of the blacksmith m those cases 
where the inside of the legs were affected. 

Prof. Gaigeb said that he wished to thank Mr. Gofton 
very much for his extremely interesting paper. One of 
the many interesting things which the paper contained 
was the table, also shewn upon the blacKboard. The 
facts revealed in this table—tnat mange is always more 
prevalent with the advent of the colder months of the 
year, ought to be explained in someway. To his way of 
thinking the explanation might be that the parasite of 
mange is the same as all other forms of life of this kind 


in that for the colder season more food and more warmth 
are required. During the warm season the mange para¬ 
site finds enough nourishment on the Burface of certain 
regions of the body without penetration, but in cold 
weather the acarus penetrates the surface and sets up 
clinical symptoms. It is with the mange parasite as it 
is with all other parasites, that everything depends upon 
the habits and life-history : it is only from a thorough 
understanding of these that we can devise preventive 
and curative measures. Are we to look upon the mange 
acarus as a permanent parasite or only as an occasional 
parasite ? Occasional in the sense that it is only at cer¬ 
tain seasons of the year that the acarus actually lives at 
the expense of the host, whereas at other seasons it may 
live in certain situations on the host though without 
doing any injury. 

It would seem as though this fact suggested a possible 
improvement in our methods of treatment, in that we 
should treat animals before clinical symptoms manifest 
themselves, and not wait for the acarus to penetrate the 
skin, in cases where outbreaks are of annual occurence, 
during the cold season. 

He expressed a little surprise that Mr. Gofton should 
think that enough arsenic could be absorbed through 
the skin to set up poisoning, when arsenic dips are used. 
He knew of experiments which had been made in West 
Africa to try and cure trypanosomiasis by dipping in 
strong arsenical dips, the idea being to get enough 
arsenic absorbed through the skin to kill off all the 
trypanosomes in the body. These experiments were, a 
failure because the amount of arsenic absorbed was 
quite insufficient to affect the numbers of trypanosomes 
in the body. 

Different opinions had been expressed as to the num¬ 
bers of eggs which one female mange parasite might lay; 
some say 10 or 15, others suggest 100. It must be a 
very difficult thing to estimate, because of the difficulty 
of selecting a good sample of the female acarus for the 
purpose. In the case of ticks, it is easy enough to select 
a good sample of female tick and to notice that she. 
when replete with blood, and after impregnation, will 
lav up to 5000"eggs, and that without another feed. But 
who will say that the same applies to the female acarus 
whose egg is so large in proportion to its body 1 Can 
one keep the female acarus m captivity for observation 
under conditions appertaining to nature! It seems 

{ irobable that in nature the female acarus might lay the 
arger of the two numbers of eggs accredited to her. 

Emphasis ought to be laid upon the necessity of the 
utmost care being given to microscopic examination for 
the purpose of diagnosis. Inability to find the parasite 
ought not lightly to be taken as warranting a negative 
diagnosis. 

Perhaps more attention might be drawn to the possi¬ 
bility of some outbreaks being not due to the orainary 
mange parasite, but to the so-called forage acari. One 
case was mentioned by Pillers in The Veterinary Record 
recently. He (Prof. Gaiger) had recently had samples 
of scrapings from the skm in an outbreak in cattle. 
As the cases were upon a remote island off the coast of 
Scotland, he had not seen them. Examination of the 
most searching kind over the greater part of several 
days had not revealed any mange parasites, but in every 
slide there were several “ forage acari,” and he was in¬ 
clined to think they were the cause of the trouble. 
The skin trouble was only mild. 

Mr. E. Lyne Dixson, m.r.c.v.s., Margate: He had had 
considerable experience of Parasitic mange in his 
district, propagated doubtless by the various military 
units that had from time to time been stationed in the 
vicinity, and amongst which, unfortunately, the disease 
had been very rife. 

There was an important factor which veterinary 
inspectors should continually bear in mind: that was 
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the responsibility of clearing a horse free from infection 
th&t had previously been declared, after a careful micro¬ 
scopical examination, as a positive case of Parasitic 
mange. Even if one took scrapings of the skin after 
treatment, he thought that it was generally acknow¬ 
ledged that such proceedings were futile, owing to the 
dressings th&t had been applied. It therefore behoved 
them to err on the right side, and as far as possible not 
to release the animal until they were satisfied that the 
disease had ceased to exist. 

Amongst the various remedial agents, most of which 
he had tried, none gave better results that horse fats, 
boiled several times and clarified, and mixed with 
sulphur, adding boric acid as a preservative. 

Chloride of Time as a disinfectant was as a rule used 
for cleansing mangers, partitions, stall posts, etc., but of 
itself was ineffective. It had been experimentally 
proved that after a considerable period of time the acari 
had been found alive in crevices in the woodwork after 
the lime had been removed with a penknife. In his 
opinion the painter’s blow-lamp was far and away most 
effectual. 

As regards the transmissibility of the disease to man 
there was no possibility of doubt. He had Been the 
arms and chest of a groom covered with red spots 
attended by intense irritation, and on taking scrapings 
of the man’s skin found that he was the subject of 
mixed infection—sarcoptic and psoroptic. 

Mr. Thomas Russell Jarvie, m.r.o.v.s., Gateshead, 
complimented Mr. Gofton on his able and extensive 
paper, and also Mr. Wooldridge on the able way in 
which he opened the discussion. Both had put great 
emphasis on the necessity for the veterinary inspector 
to see that the remedy selected for the cure of mange 
should be properly applied. He quite agreed on that 
point, but wondered now it could be done by the part- 
time veterinary inspector under the present conditions. 
Mr. Jarvie stated that the working of the Parasitic 
Mange Order in the County Borough of Gateshead is 
done by the Sanitary Inspector; and in the County 
Council area of Durham, by the police. The veterinary 
inspector is only employed to diagnose the disease and 
sign the necessary forms of detention. The City In¬ 
spectors look after the treatment during the animals’ 
detention, and only call the veterinary inspector in when 
they think the animal is cured, so that they can have 
the necessary forms signed to revoke the detention 
order. 

Mr. W. Jackson Young, f.^c.v.s., Board of Agricul¬ 
ture and Fisheries, briefly explained orders pertaining 
to parasitic mange, and in cases when the provisions of 
the order as to treatment were not properly carried out 
by owners, he advocated the revocation of the license 
granted enabling the horse to leave the place of deten¬ 
tion. 

A vigorous educational campaign is necessary before 
mange would be eradicated. For to disinfect adequately 
a good knowledge of the habits of the parasites was 
necessary. 

Mr. W. H. Brooke, m.r.c.v.s , Handsworth, Birming¬ 
ham, drew attention to the not infrequent recurrence of 
Psoroptic mange in animals previously affected, occasion¬ 
ally several times. Mr. Male, of Reading, spoke of 
having found parasites embedded in epithelial crusts 
under the tail. This fact is confirmed by Mr. Berry’s 
(B.O.A.) statement of having found this condition in a 
sheep which, year after year, was attacked by scab and 
recovered without treatment. The acarus which Mr. 
Berry found was, he said, a very large female, and 
explained satisfactorily the reason of the repeated re¬ 
currence of scab in the animal. » 

Mr A Douglas. County Veterinary Inspector, Ayr. 
pointed out that while his experience in France showed 
that Sarcoptic mange was by far the more common 


variety among army horses, his recent outbreaks at 
home had been almost entirely of the psoroptic variety. 
As to the liability of the disease to recur, ne quoted a 
case where Army stables, which had been occupied by 
mange cases, had been thoroughly disinfected and left 
unoccupied for five or six months, and when the stables 
were occupied again t mange very soon broke out, though 
no other origin of infection but the stables could be 
found. 

He doubted that man was susceptible to the disease, 
and mentioned the extreme rarity of the disease among 
the men in a mange hospital in France. 

Reply. 

Mr. A. Gofton said a note had been handed to him 
asking the best method of disinfecting stables. After 
burning litter, etc., and scouring the fittings, there was 
nothing to equal the blow lamp for efficiency. Recorded 
observations showed that eggs might hatch out up to 
four weeks after being deposited ] but rarely, if ever, 
after that, and whilst he thought six weeks left a margin 
of safety, he did not believe m trusting to natural pro¬ 
cesses for disinfection. 

As to the case referred to by Mr. Douglas, in which 
horses developed mange on being housed in a stable va¬ 
cated six months previously by infected animals, he 
could not accept the view that infection was attributable 
to the previous occupants. He would like to know 
something of the history of the horses belonging to the 
unit before they were housed in these stables. 

He did not agree that demodectic mange occurred in 
the horse in the so-called squamous form. Lesions of 
this type did occur in which the parasites could be easily 
demonstrated, but he was of opinion their presence was 
purely accidental, and not responsible for the develop¬ 
ment of the lesions. The parasites were found more 
frequently on the withers and other parts of the body, 
and remained there for long periods without any detect¬ 
able lesions. Prof. Wooldridge had not given any ob¬ 
served facts in support of the statement that the Psoropt 
might lay nearly 100 eggs. He very much doubted it, 
ana could not help asking whether the statement was 
merely an assumption, or was based on evidence. 

Fatal cases of poisoning from the use of arsenical dips 
had undoubtedly occurred, and when the strength had 
been reduced to the point of safety against poisoning, 
the dips lost their efficiency for treatment. That at 
least was his experience, and whilst there was always 
the possibility of animals swallowing some of the solu¬ 
tion on plunging into the bath, he thought skin absorp¬ 
tion was a contributing factor. He had seen poisoning 
follow the application by hand of the arsenical solution 
to the skin. The cases occurred under conditions which 
excluded the possibility of contamination of the food. 


NATIONAL V.M.A. 

Postponement of Meeting. 

After considerable hesitation, it wa9 decided on Sun¬ 
day, with much regret, to postpone the meeting adver¬ 
tised for Wednesday 8th inst, m consequence of the un¬ 
certainty, and in some cases impossibility, of many of 
the members being able to be present, owing to the dis¬ 
location of traffic caused by the Railwaymen’s strike. 

The date for holding the postponed meeting will be 
duly announced when arrangements have been made. 

O. C. Bradley, President. 

J. W. Brittlebank, Lt.-Col. Bon. Sec. 

G. H. Wooldridge, Acting Sec. 
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NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

Midland Counties Division. 

RIG CASTRATION. 

By Prof. J. F. O’Conn ok, Royal Veterinary College of 
Ireland, Dublin. 

(<Concluded from p. 152, Oct. 4 •) 

After treatment. When the operation is finished let 
the patient be on the affected side, to bring pressure on 
the wound between the thigh and abdominal wall and 
prevent it gaping. Put the animal in a hygenic loose 
box. Splash an antiseptic lotion on the wound once or 
twice daily. 

Remove the sutures and plug (if any), as indicated. 
When a fairly large orifice has been made into the ab¬ 
dominal cavity do not exercise the home for about ten 
days after the operation, for fear of causing descent of 
the bowel. Any swelling which forms for want of exer¬ 
cise is of no consequence, but is rather an advantage on 
account of its tending to close the abdominal wounds. 
Some operators put the patient into a stall and have the 
hind quarters raised by means of a platform made of 
turf or planks and straw, the object being to keep the 
viscera away from the wound. In a double rig, operate 
on both sides on the same occasion, if the whole hand 
has been inserted on one side, the opposite testicle may 
be removed through the same opening. 

Results. When the operation is done in a healthy 
subject with strict cleanliness, with ordinary aseptic and 
antiseptic precautions, without undue exposure of the 
peritoneum or very prolonged manipulations within the 
abdomen the result is almost invariably good, the animal 
suffering no ill effects and is ready for discharge within 
fourteen days after the operation. The scrotal swelling 
following rig castration is generally less than that follow¬ 
ing ordinary castration. 

Complications. The complications to be feared are 

1 Prolapse of the intestine immediately or within a 
few days, or rarely ? a couple of weeks after the operation. 
If attended to in time before the bowel is contaminated 
or extensively protruded recovery may ensue, otherwise 
a fatal peritonitis is sure to supervene. 

It rarely occurs when the canal has been tamponed. 

2 Peritonitis due to entrance of infection into the 
abdominal cavity during or subsequent to the operation. 
There is no doubt that some subjects are more suscept¬ 
ible to infection than others. Death usually occurs 
within a week or ten days, but rare cases linger for 
weeks and then succumb. 

3 Internal Haemorrhage . Not a common cause of 
death, but cases of it have been reported. 

4 Ordinary wound complications. 

Fatality. It i& difficult to state this definitely, but 
speaking generally with regard to careful operation the 
mortality has been put at about 5%. There are excep¬ 
tional operators wno claim not to have had a single 
death. Judging from the attitude of some insurance 
companies, who refuse to insure rigs because they jjiave 
been so hard hit by deaths, there must be a considerable 
number of fatalities on the whole. 

Out of about 90 cases I had 3 deaths :— 

1 From internal haemorrhage ; the patient suc¬ 
cumbed 55 hours after the operation. Post-mortem 
examination revealed the abdominal cavity full of blood, 
but failed to disclose the source of the haemorrhage. 

2 From peritonitis, which I ascribe to prolonged 
efforts to draw out the testicle by traction on the cord 
with the fingers, instead of inserting the whole hand 
sooner and extracting the testicle at once—which I 
eventually did. The horse was a rather phlegmatic sub¬ 
ject, and was operated on in January, two days after a 


long train journey. He was cast on an old straw bed 
within doors, with numerous spectators who of course 
raised septic dust, which may have done the harm. 

3. The cause of death was not ascertained. I took 
the usual precautions except that I entrusted the instru¬ 
ments to a layman to sterilise in his house, and cast the 
animal on old short straw in an antiquated shed on a hot 
day in mid-summer when the flies were very busy. 

The colt, a two-year old thoroughbred, was longer 
than usual in rising after the operation. He was in poor 
condition, was said to have been delicate since he was a 
foal. He was reported as doing well until the seventh 
day, when he suddenly got bad with colicky pains and 
died. The local veterinary surgeon was away from home, 
and the patient received no skilled attention. No post¬ 
mortem was made. 

Operation throuoh the Flank. 

Cast the horse on the opposite side with hobbles and 
administer chloroform. 

Taking the usual precautions, make a vertical (horse 
standing) incision about 5in. long through the skin and 
subcutaneous tissues ac about the level of the curl of 
the hair, the lower extremity of the incision being just 
above the fold of skin in front of the stifle. Separate 
the fibres of the internal abdominal oblique muscle, and 
perforate the peritoneum with the fingers. Introduce 
the hand into the abdominal cavity and, taking the vas 
deferens above the bladder as a guide, secure the testi¬ 
cle,withdraw it and remove it. Sutures may be inserted 
in the muscular wound, but they are not necessary, as 
the fibres come together of their own accord, and more¬ 
over sutures have the disadvantage that if they become 
contaminated they will give rise to suppuration and 
necessitate opening up the skin wound, which may have 
closed over them, to remove them. 

Suture the skin wound, leaving a dependent orifice 
for drainage. Winter, of Limerick, advises the insertion 
of a seton at the lower commissure of the wound in the 
skin to prevent pocketing of discharge there. 

Results. The results so far as I can judge are as good 
as those of the other methods oi removing abdominal 
testicles by inserting the whole hand in the abdomen. 
Advantages. 1. The operation is very easily performed, 
the operator not being hampered for want of room 
when the hand is in the abdomen. 

2. There is practically no danger of prolapse of the 
bowel. 

Disadvantages. 1. The necessity of inserting the whole 
hand into the abdomen, which predisposes more to 
peritonitis than merely inserting the fingers. 

2. The necessity of opening the abdominal cavity even 
in the case of an inguinal rig thereby subjecting the 
patient to an unnecessary risk in this case. 

3. The drainage perhaps is not so good as that from 
the inguinal region. 

4. It iB looked upon as an obsolete method by modern 
surgeons and can only be recommended for those who 
are not sufficiently skilled or confident to operate 
through the inguinal region. 

CA8E8 WITH PEATURE8 OP 8PEGIAL INTEREST. 

Case I. Descent of bowel. Subject a five-year-old, 
bay thoroughbred, absolutely unmanageable, had under¬ 
gone two unsuccessful attempts at castration. Testicle 
readily found on inserting the whole hand in the abdo¬ 
men. My first case. Merely sutured the scrotal skin : 
when the horse was entering his box a loop of bowel 
descended into the scrotum. Re-sterilised the instru¬ 
ments and recast the horse. During casting a knuckle 
of bowel protruded between the sutures. Cut the su¬ 
tures, returned the bowel and plugged the canal with 
cotton wool Plug removed seven days afterwards. 
Recovery. 
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Case II. Descent of bowel alongside plug. Subject a 
five-years old race horse. Operated in a downpour of 
nun. Introduced the whole hand to find the testicle, 
inserted a small plug in the canal. After entering the 
box colicky painB appeared, swelling in scrotum due to 
intestine escaping from the abdomen. Proceeded as in 
the first case. Plug removed 14th day. Recovery. 

Case III. Double incomplete abdominal Rig. Subject 
four-years old three-quarter bred. Found epididymis in 
the canal on each side, but traction thereon failed to 
bring out the testicle. Introduced the fingers into the 
abdominal cavity and (found the testicle at once. 
Plugged each canal. Removed plug on third day. Re¬ 
covery. 

Case IV. Double complete abdominal Rig. Subject 
two-years old cob. Operated on wet ground on a cold, 
wet evening. Found the testicle on each side with the 
fingers, plugged each canal. Removed plug on third 
day. Recovery uneventful. 

Case V. Profuse hemorrhage during operation and 
severe pain afterwards. Subject four-years old hunter. 
Operated on same occasion as No. IV. There was pro¬ 
fuse venons haemorrhage from the wound after punctur¬ 
ing the abdominal wall. Found the testicle easily in 
the abdomen with the fingers. Plugged the canal very 
tightly with gauze to arrest the haemorrhage. Two 
hours after entering his box the horse seemed greatly 
distressed, blowing hard, at the rate of 60 per minute, 
with an anxious expression and refusing to stir. I 
thought of internal haemorrhage, but the pulse was 
fairly strong and the extremities were not cold; then 
suspected strangulation of the intestine in the abdomi¬ 
nal opening, but rectal examination showed that this 
had not occurred; and finally thought it might be a chill 
from casting on the cold wet ground. I believe however, 
that the symptoms were due to pain caused by the tight 
plug in the canal. Applied rug and bandages and gave 
a rectal injection of normal saline. In the course of a 
few hours ceased to blow and took his mash and did 
well afterwards. The plug was removed on the third 
day. The limb of the affected side swelled a good deal, 
and the animal was very stiff for a few days. 

Case VI. Intestine in the Inguinal canal. Subject 
three-years old, grey hunter. Found a process of peri¬ 
toneum in the inguinal canal containing what I thought 
was the testicle, but on rupturing the membrane I found 
that it was a loop of bowel. I pushed it back and found 
the testicle with the fingers and removed it. Plugged 
the canal. Recovery. 

Case VII. Severe septic infection of normal Castration 
Wound. Subject three-years old, chestnut hunter, which 
had been housed in a dirty cowshed, and whose long coat 
was matted all over with cow-dung. A fruitless attempt 
was made to clean him. I found the retained testicle 
in the abdomen with the fingers. 

Two or three days after the operation severe inflamma¬ 
tion supervened in the normal castration wound, and 
the temperature rose to 105°F yet the pulse remained 
strong and never exceeded 54-60. The respirations were 
accelerated owing to the pain in the wound. The con¬ 
junctiva was injected and dirty.. The horse continued 
to feed. The temperature remained between 103*5 and 
106° for a week. The cord on the inflamed side became 
very swollen and painful. On the tenth day a piece of I 
foetid necrotic tissue fell from this wound. The horse 
steadily improved afterwards, and I considered itj 
fortunate that infection did not reach the abdominal 
cavity through the opening therein. The wounds were 
treated twice daily with antiseptic lotion, and the in¬ 
flammatory swelling was well fomented. Laxative 
medicine and stimulating balls were administered. 


Case IX. Gelding behaving like a rig. Subject a 
9-year-old artillery horse, iu the habit of erecting the 
penis and ejecting what appeared to be semen. In poor 
condition. The veterinary officer in charge was con¬ 
vinced the horse was a rig although he was not vicious, 
or excited in the presence of other horses. On exploring 
the inguinal canals I found a cord in each which should 
have been sufficient evidence that both testicles had 
been removed, but as it was insisted that there must be 
a hidden testicle, introduced my hand into the abdomen 
(on one side only) and traced each cord from the bladder 
to the internal inguinal ring, and satisfied myself further 
that there was no testicle in the abdomen. I prolonged 
the search for a good while, and the patient was in a 
fairly collapsed state after it, with an almost impercept¬ 
ible pulse of 84, but revived with a rectal injection of 
normal saline and a hypodermic injection of atropine. 
The horse recovered form the operation but renewed 
his habit of masturbation after returning home. 

Case X. Leaving the Testicle in the abdomen after 
severing the Spermatic artery and Vos deferens. Sub¬ 
ject a very big two-year-old grey cart colt. I operated 
m a field on a cold wet evening in November. I secured 
the epididymis in the abdomen with the fingers, but the 
testicle was too large to come through the opening. I 
resolved not to make the opening big enough to intro¬ 
duce the hand to get hold of the testicle, but succeeded 
in bringing out the convoluted spermatic artery. I 
placed a loop of the artery and the vas deferens, includ¬ 
ing the epididymis, in the emasculator and removed 
them, leaving the testicle in the abdomen. 

The operation had very little effect on the horse which 
made an excellent recovery. 

Case XI. Cryptorchidism and Scrotal Hernia coni' 
Ijined . Subject a two-year-old cart colt. One testicle 
was removed at one year old, at two years old a swelling 
was noticed on the other side, which the owner thought 
was a testicle. On examination this was found to be a 
scrotal enterocele. 

As it was an extremely wet day I cast the horse in a 
hayshed on an oat straw bed. On opening the hernial 
sac I found I could easily put my whole hand through 
it into the abdomen. I found the tail of the epididymis 
at once, and traction on it failed to bring out the testicle. 
On manual examination of the latter I found that it was 
of enormous size, hard as bone, nodular, and cystic in 
parts. I punctured the cysts with a long trocar and 
canula and allowed their yellow contents to escape out¬ 
side after turning the horse on its side. Some of the 
liquid however escaped alongside the canula into the 
abdomen. Still the testicle was too large to pass through 
the neck of the hernial sac. I incised the latter after 
failing to dilate it with a long forceps, and in again 
trying to extract the gland the cord ruptured at the 
level of the testicle, leaving a depression on its surface 
where I got a grip with my fingers. In another effort 
to get the organ out a piece came away in my hand, and 
proved to be a well-developed molar tooth. I again in¬ 
serted the hand and succeeded in getting out the organ, 
which I found to be a mass of several fully developed 
molar teeth. I could have removed a portion of the 
spermatic artery and cord, and left the testicle in the 
abdomen, as in case X, but I was anxious to see the 
curious gland. I applied the tunica vaginalis, that is the 
peritoneal sac of tne hernia, round the cord, artery, and 
vas deferens, after cutting with the emasculator and in¬ 
cluded all in a metal clam. The clam was removed on 
the 9th day after the operation, and the patient made 
an uneventful recovery. Another remarkable feature 
of the case was the distance between the tail of the 
epididymis and the testicle, which measures 15 inches. 

Previous to reading the paper, Prof. O’Connor gave a 
surgical demonstration on two cases. 
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Discussion. 

The President expressed his very great regret that 
owing to the lateness of the hour, a proper discussion 
was not possible to-day. He thought the most they 
could do would be to ask any question of the essayist 
that might occur to members. He was sure they had 
all witnessed the operations with great pleasure and pro¬ 
fit and all had listened with interest to the description 
of the various phases of rig castration. 

Mr. Renfrew asked whether rigB were as common as 
they were in the habit of supposing. He had castrated 
a good many colts in his time, 5,000 probably, but he 
had not come across more than twenty real rigs. He 
had some times been obliged to make an opening pretty 
high up, but he had met very few animals with the testi¬ 
cle in the abdomen. 

Mr. Over said he never undertook the castration of 
rigs himself. He generally entrusted such work to some 
expert member of the profession, who specialised in it. 
The majority of his cases had been attended with satis¬ 
factory results, and he only remembered two deaths, one 
from tetanus and the other through the bowel coming 
down. He would like to know whether Prof. O’Connor 
had much difficulty in the matter of chloroform. 

Mr. Hunting, referring to a particular case mentioned 
by the essayist, suggested that instead of making a lar¬ 
ger opening in the abdominal wall, to bring the testicle 
out, it might be better to cut the cord and allow the 
testicle to slip back into the abdominal cavity. He 
thought the peritoneal fluid was capable of absorbing the 
testicle. 

The Hon. Sec. said he would like to thank Prof. 
O’Connor for coming to Birmingham. The Professor 
having promised to come, he gave him no peace till he 
did so. Prof. Dewar, of Edinburgh, in apologising for 
his absence to-day, said he should have been delighted 
to be present, because Prof. O’Connor was an old pupil 
of his and a very excellent operator. He (the Hon. Sec.) 
was rather disappointed that both the animals just 
operated on were not rigs, but in one case there was no 
history, and they had to take their chance. They would 
have noticed how specialists went about their work, and 
he was bound to say that Prof. O’Connor’s system seemed 
to be simpler than anything he had seen before. He 
was sure all present would carry away with them pleas¬ 
ant recollections of what they had seen. He moved 
that the best thanks of the Association be tendered to 
Prof. O’Connor for his splendid paper. 

The President, in seconding, said roost of them had 
heard of Prof. O’Connor, and he had fully maintained 
his reputation as a first-class operator. The voje of 
thanks having been accorded, 

Prof. O’Connor replied. He said be very much ap¬ 
preciated the friendly way in which he had been received 
and the kind attention they had paid to his paper. He 
could not say what percentage of colts were rigs or how 
many had the testicle in the abdomen, but most of his 
own operations were on abdominal rigs. Mr. OvePsex- 

S irience only showed the necessity of plugging the canal. 

e had met veterinary surgeons who held the view that 
it was not necessary, but he thought differently. With 
regard to the amount of chloroform required, it was the 
same as any other operation. He commenced with a 
couple of ounces and gave more if necessary. It might 
take five, six, seven or even ten ounces, but as a rule, 
from two to four ounces were sufficient. Mr. Hunting 
made a very pertinent remark as to why he did not leave 
the testicle in the abdomen. He agreed that it would 
have been the best thing to do, but in this case he was 
consumed with curiosity to see what the testicle was like. 
He would have liked to see Prof. Dewar present. He 
acted as his assistant for a year after he qualified, and it 
was from Prof. Dewar that he learnt to tie a rig up. 


This concluded the proceedings, and those present 
afterwards adjourned to the Grand Hotel, where tea waa 
partaken of. 

H. J. Dawes, f.r.c.v.s., Hon. Sec. 


UNQUALIFIED ASSISTANTS. 

To the Editor of il The Veterinary Record .” 

Sir,—I desire to see the exit of the unqualified assis¬ 
tant from our profession, but I do not pretend to know 
sufficient about the the subject to be able to conscien¬ 
tiously prescribe for him a just and expeditious way of 
departure. I do not speak without some experience 
however. 

During the time I was serving my pupilage with a 
busy country practitioner, I came into personal contact 
with no less than five unqualified assistants, who were 
employed one after the other by my august principal, a 
worthy F.R.C.V.S. 

Judging from the fact that this veterinary surgeon 
employed four qualified assistants as well whilst I was 
with him : making nine in all, I should say he was not 
particularly pleased with either sort. He and I often 
talked about these fellows. I thought it was anything 
but hopeful for the future of such as myself that these 
men should be occupying berths which ought rightly to 
be filled by qualified assistants, and that I might have 
to compete with such like if I had the luck to qualify 
and obtain any diploma. Obviously the thing was out¬ 
rageous and absurd on the face of it. 

Was I prepared, I thought, to sacrifice five of the best 
years of my life, and to cost my father £1000 before I 
could earn my own living, and then find myself accept¬ 
ing £2 a weex to live out —for that is what it really 
amounted to before the war, ten years ago. (It is pro¬ 
portionally the same to-day, if you leave the unqualified 
man alone.) Am I going to do that, I said to myself, 
work for five years, earn nothing, cost £1000, and then 
compete with a man who has no qualification for the job? 

Not me, if I can avoid it, said I. So I began to study 
the matter over. And I was amazed to find that mem¬ 
bers of the Council, leading practitioners, and a past 
president of the R.C.V.S., whom I knew personally, had 
at one time employed or were then employing unquali¬ 
fied assistants. 

We students did what we could, but it was’nt very 
effective, and I rejoice to think that our Council is now 
proposing to deal with the matter; ahd I do hope it 
will soon be “conduct disgraceful in a professional sense” 
to employ an unqualified assistant. 

The answer I got from my principal was invariably 
the same, “ I employ these men ” he said “ because I find 
the qualified men are so unpractical and inexperienced.” 
I quite admit that there was much truth in tnat, but if 
my observations were of any value, I can truthfully 
state that the unqualified assistants I met there, were 
illiterate, uncouth, and knew very little about veterinary 
work 

The principal reason why they were employed was 
simply this. They were cheap. In addition to this 
happy qualification they would do the rough work, clean 
out the dog kennels, do a bit of grooming, or anything 
that was necessary. When the qualified men were.'ex¬ 
pected to do such work they naturally resented, so they 
were not suitable assistants, and were duly discharged. 

It is not a bit of use anybody telling me this is not 
true. I know it. One unqualified man was elderly, 
and had been getting his living thus for some years. 
Another was a young man whose father was a veteri 
nary surgeon. This fellow would have made a very 
good vet. if he had been educated. He got 30/- a week 
and lived out. 
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1 would vote for any reasonable proposal whereby all 
the crowd could be got rid of. In the words of Lord 
Fisher I would 14 sack the lot.” 

How can we get the students to oar colleges when 
the bright proepect of the unqualified man still faces 
themf—Yours faithfully, 

Towcester. W. E. Blackwell. 


Dear Sir,—To the profession in Scotland it is posi¬ 
tively surprising that a bye-law proposing to abolish 
unqualified assistants should be opposed. 

If, indeed, such bye-law stood in need of vindication 
the professional position in Scotland in relation to un¬ 
qualified assistants might well be regarded as affording 
a final answer to all objections. In Scotland, ex-grooms 
and other empirics never have obtained any foot-hold 
in the profession. Indeed it may well be doubted 
whether a single instance of to-day is known of profes¬ 
sional responsibility being shared in general practice 
with unqualified assistants of this kind. 

Against the abolition of unqualified assistants various 
objections, all of them irrelevant, have been urged in 
your columns. Of these, one of the latest proceeds on 
the assumption of a certain disfavour, not, indeed, so 
much on the part of professional men themselves as on 
the part of some of their clients, who curiously enough 
—so it would appear—have learned to appreciate the 
business wit and the practical knowledge of the 44 unquali 
fied.” 

A very different estimate of unqualified assistance 
obtains in Scotland, however, so far from appreciating 
ez-grooms and other empirics as veterinary assistants, 
stock breeders and agriculturists generally will simply 
not tolerate their presence as Buch. The professional 
man therefore who would deign to foist any assistance 
of this kind upon his clientele Would very soon find a 
Pandora’s box for himself, also for his unqualified assis¬ 
tant. 

The general position in Scotland is far enough from 
what it should be: yet in respect of the problem of un¬ 
qualified assistance a precedent is, and has been for long 
enough established, wnich itself is an unanswerable ar¬ 
gument in favour of the proposed bye-law.—Yours 
faithfully, 

44 Qualified Assistant.” 


PUPILAGE. 

Dear Sir,—May I be allowed space in which to air 
my views on subjects which are, at present, attracting 
attention ? I may say, at the outset, that I have been a 
member of the profession for 13 years, and have now 
determined to obtain a livelihood in a different sphere. 

During the discussion on Mr. Faithfull’s paper, the 
report of which I read in your columns, much was said 
about the advantages of different kinds of pupilage. 

I am one of those who are convinced that a pupilage 
is practically necessary if a really good man is to be 
turned out. There is, however, the financial point of 
view to be considered. Is a boy, under present con¬ 
ditions, justified in expecting a return on the money 
which will be expended on even the present four years’ 
course without adding to it the expense of a further 
years’ training ? It is, in the future, going to cost a very 
considerable sum of money for a boy to obtain his 
diplomat and I, for one, cannot see an adequate return 
for snch expenditure. If & boy leaves school at 18 years 
of age, serves a pupilage, and then four years at college, 
he will find himself 23 years of age when he receives his 
diploma. He will also find himself, according to some 
views, in need of two to three years’ experience before 
he is of much use in practice. 


Even though he be one of the really good ones, he finds 
himself in a position to earn, as an assistant, the princely 
sum of £6 to £8 per week. (I take these figures from 
the discussion already mentioned but I notice that one 
gentleman gave “hopes ” of a less amount being sufficient 
m a few years.) That is, he is able to earn the same 
amount as an able-bodied collier of 20 years of age, who 
works, I believe, about 45 hours per week. 

And what.does the assistant work 1 Let him consider 
that, with him, there are no settled hours. He is always 
supposed to be waiting, hat in hand, to rush off to a 
case. Even when waiting he is often either looking or 
keeping up the stock of powders, etc. 

Night or day, Sunday or weekday, it matters not. 
His friends have their sport and recreation on Saturday 
afternoons, their leisure on Sundays and in the evenings. 
There are times when the veterinary surgeon has leisure, 
but he must occupy it in such a manner that he is avail¬ 
able at short notice. 

For all this the assistant is paid the sum mentioned. 
If it be worked out at so much per hour I think it will 
be found that he is one of the poorest paid men of his 
class in England. 

I think, therefore, that the only justification for a 
pupilage, at the present time, would be that the boy 
might have a chance of seeing what sort of a life he is 
likely to lead, and thus give him a chance to draw back 
before it is too late. 

Do I write pessimistically 1 Take my own case ! 

1 determined to thoroughly equip myself for a veter¬ 
inary life and was, for three years, a farm pupil. Surely 
that was long enough to suit even the strongest believer 
in such training! I then entered college and went 
straight through, managing to pick up, en route t a few 
medals and honours. After qualifying I took a post 
graduate course and obtained another diploma. 

I felt then that I was really trained, especially as I 
had spent every moment of my vacations as pupil in a 
large practice. 

I found that, after eight years’ training, mv services 
were valued at £150 per year and, at the end of a further 
four years, I had reached the truly magnificent sum of 
£3 5s. per week. 

If the people for whom I worked were truthful, I was, 
to put it mildly, above the average in professional know¬ 
ledge, ability, and tact. If I was not, they had no right 
to speak as highly of me, in testimonials, as they did. 
During those years I worked harder than I hope I shall 
ever be called upon to do again, and I determined to 
say good-bye to it all. 

I used to read about the “profession” and often 
wished, as I drove home after performing such scientific 
operations as removing a particularly nasty afterbirth, 
or “ cutting” a litter 01 pigs, that I was just a working 
man, and not a professional one at all. 

Should our graduate wish to practise for himself, he 
will be extremely fortunate if he can say, with family 
expenses,, etc., that he is putting by sufficient for a com-r 
fortable old age. I say nothing of the risks of the work, 
but I do say that a man who is well on in years cannot 
stand the life of the average practitioner. 

With the all round increase in mechanical traction 
practice will tend more and more to be limited to coun¬ 
try work, which is the hardest and, often, the poorest 
paid. 

Should our graduate not wish to practise, there are 
open to him the Army, colonies, or civil posts. 

The Army has now realised that the labourer is worthy 
of his hire. We have recently had letters in The Record 
telling us that colonial posts are not what they appear 
to be, and the civil appointments, whatever they may 
be in the future, have certainly, in the past, not been 
“plums.” 
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Apart from all this, the profession is one which ap¬ 
pears to be very limited in esprit de corps. On all sides 
one hears complaints of the lack of interest of the 
members. It is undoubtedly true that many men can¬ 
not get away to meetings of the various societies, but do 
they endeavour to make up for that by endeavouring to 
pull together? Take one sentence from the letter of 
“ M.R.C.V.S.” in your issue of Sept. 27th. “ No veteri¬ 
nary surgeon of any standing would allow other veteri¬ 
nary surgeons to be prowling about his practice—there 
are ways and means to stop that.” That is a fine spirit 
for one professional man to show towards his brother, 
is’nt it ? It is only one case, quoted because it is recent, 
and needs no elaboration from me except to say that 1 
regret the use of the three words “ of any standing.” 

Take also the outcry which is being made against the 
abolition of unqualified assistants. Can any man who 
really has the welfare of his profession at heart honestly 
say that it is a good thing to employ an unqualified 
man ? There have always been loud complaints about 
the unqualified men against whom practitioners have to 
compete, and complaints that the Council did not 
sufficiently often prosecute. Yet we have members 
openly training, and allowing to have good experience, 
men who may afterwards fill such posts. 

In his letter, Mr. Trevor Spencer says, “ as a profession 
we are not in the highest favour just now with certain 
sections” because we may have had something to do 
with some clauses which they did not like in a certain 
Act. Is the profession to stop to consider what people 
will think before it takes a stand on any subject which 
is of interest to it or its work ? 

Mr. Spencer also says that the discharged unqualified 


men may form a sort of trade union with the object of 
holding over the profession a horrible threat, namely, 
of showing to the public that veterinary brains are 
divided into the same two classes as the brains of every 
other body or community in the civilised world. 

Things have come to a pretty pass if statements like 
that are to be used as genuine argument against a 
policy. 

Surely it is time that a stand was taken ! Every body 
of men in England is engaged to day in putting its 
house into what it considers to be a state of order. Let 
the veterinary profession do the same, and endeavour to 
offer a sound and attractive future to the youth of the 
nation. 

Either let the veterinary surgeon take his stand as a 
professional man, doing scientific work and demand 
recognition and fees accordingly, or let him drop the 
professional part altogether and put a shop window in 
one part of his premises and display for sale “ cleansing 
draughts,” “blue drinks," and “pink powders.” 

Then the veterinary aspirant will know exactly where 
he is, and, maybe, be spared such a regret a^ is felt by 
him who signs himself 

7th October. “ Pessimist.” 


The late Mr. A. W. Shilston. 

Mr. Shilston died at Muktesar, India, on July 6th. 
He had been carrying out investigations on Glanders, 
and by some means became infected. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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period in | 1916 
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(a) Confirmed. (5) Reported by Looal Authorities. f Counties affeoted, animals attaoked :— Hertford 1, Stafford 1 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Oct. 7, 1919 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 


IRELAND. 

Week ended Sept. 27 
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29 

92 
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2 

3 

3 

2 

5 

7 

... 
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1 

l 

92 

40 

54 

222 

292 

317 

22 

185 

246 

72 

1082 

1481 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Sept, 29,1919 
Note. —The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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The Council Meeting. 

The report of the Counoil proceedings last week 
is very long and, so far as the ordinary meeting is 
concerned, distinctly dull. We can only print the 
duller portion to-day; but even this, to the careful 
reader, holds matter of importance. 

The most serious question is the deplorable finan¬ 
cial position. The Treasurer stated it with his 
usual frankness, pointed out the increasingly urgent 
need for voluntary subscriptions, and drew atten¬ 
tion to an unpleasant truth which was recently in¬ 
dicated in this column by saying bluntly “ They 
have not done so well this year as they did last." 
There is yet time to remove this reproach before 
the year ends ; and, if we do not, the College finan¬ 
cies will have sunk one step lower. 

In this connection members may profitably note 
the action of Mr. W. Woods, who has given his 
services for the July examinations free of fees and 
even expenses “ as a thank-offering for peace.” If 
one man can sacrifice so many days’ earnings for 
this object, surely many others oould spare those 
of one day. 

Various other matters which are still undecided 
require watching. Some discussion took place upon 
the “ woman question,” regarding which the Coun¬ 
oil can scarcely say much, though the schools may 
possibly do so. The negotiations between tbe Par¬ 
liamentary Committee and the Ministry of Health 
are proceeding slowly, but on the whole not unsatis¬ 
factorily. Tbe Special Committee appointed to con¬ 
fer with the D.A.T.I. is making very fair progess. 
At present the Department seems to be practically 
conceding what we ask, but so far is only doing so 
as an 11 act of grace.” 

Lastly, the important question of the army scheme 
for boarding-out horses has been brought before the 
Council by a private practitioner, and stands re¬ 
ferred to the Parliamentary Committee. The 
practitioner did well in bringing this matter before 
the Council; but his accompanying notice of refusal 
to contribute to the voluntary subscription was far 
less justified. The childish attitude of “ I shan’t 
play ” is neither reasonable nor dignified. Every 
member who can help to maintain the College 
ought to do so, whatever view he may take of the 
present Council’s handling of any single question. 

Tbe Special General Meeting was lively and im¬ 
portant ; but limitations of space prevent its 
appearance this week. 


Bovine Malignant Catarrhal Fever. 

Bruins, in the Tijdschrift voor Veeartsenijkunde , 
has recorded the following experiences of this dis¬ 
ease. He was called to a farm to examine a calf 
affected with severe diarrhoea. The next day this 
animal was dead and two others were affected ; 
these latter died in twenty-four hours after having 
presented the same symptoms as the first one. 
Most of the cattle upon this farm showed iachryma- 
tion and conjunctivitis. Some old cows were 
affected; but in them the disease lasted much 
longer, and was manifested not only by conjunct¬ 
ivitis, but also by keratitis. Altogether, seven 
animals died or were slaughtered, one only present¬ 
ing symptoms of excessive nervous excitement. 
Some were treated with ichthargan; but Bruins 
was not able to reach definite conclusions regarding 
this method of treatment, 

Post-mortem examination showed the following 
lesions. When the head was separated from the 
body, a certain quantity of liquid flowed from the 
cranial cavity, and lesions of meningitis were veri¬ 
fied. In addition to lesions of keratitis and con¬ 
junctivitis, a croupous inflammation of the nasal 
and uterine mucous membranes was observed. The 
intestine showed a violent haemorrhagic inflamma¬ 
tion. (It is not dearly stated how many of the 
seven cases were examined post-mortem.— Transl.) 

Since seeing these first cases Bruins has met other 
similar ones. He especially dwells upon the case 
of a cow, which was treated for constipation by the 
owner. The eye-lids were infiltrated, the con¬ 
junctiva was very injected and tumefied, and lach- 
rymation was abundant. Bruins verified the exist¬ 
ence of a nasal discharge with severe injection of 
the nasal mucous membrane. The vaginal mucous 
membrane, which was bright red in colour, was 
covered with a muco-purulent exudate. The rectal 
temperature was 106’7° F. The beats of the heart 
were precipitate, but still clearly showed the two 
cardiac sounds. The animal was very depressed; 
the respiration was embarrassed ; there were fre¬ 
quent rigors ; and tbe base of the horns was hot. 

Bruins gave sodium sulphate and an intravenous 
injection of ichthargan. The next day, though the 
temperature had fallen to 104° F., the general con¬ 
dition was worse. The depression had increased, 
and the heart-beats were very precipitate and 
bounding. The redness of the vaginal muoous 
membrane had become less diffuse, but this mem¬ 
brane was strewn with haemorrhagic spots* 

Fearing anthrax, Bruins took blood from the 
jugular and stained his microscopical preparations 
with a 1% solution of safranin. No anthrax bacilli 
wet* discovered; but a certain number of ovoid 
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bacilli, the two extremities of which appeared more 
deeply stained than the remaining portion, were 
fonnd. 

The next day the cow died, and post-mortem ex¬ 
amination showed a red-brown colouration of the 
mucous membranes of the nose and of the sinuses. 
The cavities of the sinuses contained sanious pus. 
The base of the tongue, the pharynx, the larynx, 
and the trachea were severely inflamed. The lungs 
were little affected. The conjunctiva was severely 
irritated. The stomach and intestine, which were 
strewn with hsBmorrhagio spots, contained a san- 
guinolent material. The spleen was engorged, and 
bad a firm consistence. In their sum, the post¬ 
mortem appearances agreed with those of a septi¬ 
caemia. 

Consulting the literature, Bruins finds that 
Nooard and Leclainche were especially occupied 
with this question. Nocard found, in the false 
membranes, bacilli much resembling the agent of 
haemorrhagic septicaemia. Leclainche thinks that 
the disease is provoked by a very virulent variety 
of the group of coli bacilli. In the cultures of this 
bacillus a violent poison was found, which, when 
injected into young cattle, provoked symptoms of 
grave intoxication in some minutes. This bacillus 
multiplies in the intestine, from whence the toxins 
penetrate into the lymphatic passages and finally 
provoke various disturbances in the whole of the 
organism. 

Although it is generally admitted that this disease 
is not contagious, yet Bruins' observations have led 
him to the opinion that affeoted animals should be 
isolated .—(Annales de Mid. Vit.) 

W.R.C. 


■Ro\>al College of 
Ueterinars Surgeons. 


The quarterly meeting of Council was held at the 
College, 10 Red Lion Square, London, on Friday, Oct. 
10th. The chair was occupied by the President, Mr. J. 
Me Kinna and the following members were present 
Mai. J. Abson, D.S.O., Mr. G. A. Banham, Maj. Gen. L. J. 
Blenkinsop, Lt.-Col. J. W. Brittlebank, Capt. W. Burt, 
Messrs. J. H. Carter, J. C. Coleman, Prof. J. F. Craig, 
Messrs. F. W. Garnett, A. Gofton, A. Lawson, J. Mc.I. 
McCall, Sir John M‘Fadyean, G. P. Male, Lt.-Col. 
A. W. Mason, Messrs. W. J. Mulvey, T. S. Price, Prof. 
E. S. Shave, Mr. S. H. Slocock, Sir Stewart Stockman, 
Messrs. R. C. Trigger, Geo. Thatcher (Solicitor), and 
Mr. Fred Bullock (Secretary). 

The Minutes of the last meeting were taken as read 
and confirmed. 

The Secretary announced letters regretting inability 
to be present from Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, Mr. J. 
Clarkson, Mr. P. J. Howard, Prof. Gaiger, Mr. W. Pack¬ 
man, Maj.-Gen. Thomson, and Mr. S. Wharam. 
Obituary. 

The Secretary read the obituary list 
Mr. Mulvey : Amongst the names that have been 
read of those who have left us since our last meeting is 
that of Mr. Burrell, who some years ago occupied a posi¬ 
tion as member of this Council. He was a highly re¬ 
spected member of the profession, known to many of us 


and a man who during the whole of his life performed 
the duties he was called upon to perform with honour 
and respect. I move that a vote of condolence be sent 
to his family. 

Mr. Lawson : I beg to second that, as one of the 
members who was present with him when he was on 
the Council. 

The motion was carried in silence, the members stand¬ 
ing. 

New Members. 

The Secretary read the following names of new 
members admitted to the profession since the last quar¬ 
terly meeting:— 

London. A. Bayley, F. L. Haydon, J. E. Barnes, H. 
J. Edwards, W. J. Leyshon, P. Matthews, J. R. Pratt, 
E. Beaumont, R. Catmur, T. J. Margarson. 

Liv erpool. L. L. Jones. 

Edinburgh. J. Davies, A. B. Hendry, W. C. Miller, 
C. V. Watkins. 

Dublin. J. Heffernan, J. C. Malone, D. J. Donnelly, 
P. J. J. Fourie, M. W. Henning, W. J. G. Jones, A. Mc¬ 
Lean, P. P. McGowan, C. P. Neser. 

Correspondence. 

The Secretary read the following letter from Mr. 
W. J. Moran “ I beg to ask you to agaiQ consider my 
previous application for reinstatement to the register at 
your next meeting, to be held on the 9th insc. Trusting 
my request may be granted, I am, gentlemen, Yours 
faithfully, Wm. J. Moran.” 

The President : I would move that this be referred 
again to the Registration Committee. 

Mr. Mulvey : Is that necessary 1 It was amicably 
discussed at the last meeting of the Registration Com¬ 
mittee and reported to this Council. The Council came 
to a decision at its last meeting : and I think this is 
early days in which to revoke a decision at which they 
have so recently arrived. 

The President : In the ordinary way it will come up 
twelve months hence for revision. 

Mr. Sumner : It appears to me that we might be un¬ 
wittingly inflicting a hardship upon Mr. Moran. His 
case was reviewed by the Registration Committee and 
the Committee made a recommendation to the Council 
and that recommendation was not carried, I understand, 
for the simple reason that there were not sufficient 
members present. 

The President : Not sufficient members voted. 

Mr. Mulvey : There was a small number of members 
present at the Registration Committee. 

The President : When it came to the voting of the 
Council there was not sufficient to carry the recommenda¬ 
tion of the Registration Committee. 

Mr. Sumner : Under those conditions it is plain it 
must be referred to the Registration Committee again. 

Mr. Garnett : There is one way, and one way only, 
subject to the correction of the Solicitor, that this 
matter could be dealt with. According to our Bye-laws, 
no question that has once been decided by the Council 
can be re opened within twelve months, excepting—and 
here is where we might accept this—with the consent of 
the majority of the Council. If there is a majority of 
the Council that this case should be re-heard now, three 
months after the Council have given their decision, this 
Council can deal with the matter. 

Sir J. M ( Fadyean : I think the Council should not, 
without very serious consideration, take the course 
which Mr. Garnett has just suggested as a possible 
course for us to take. Why should this man's case be 
specially reviewed is what I waBt to know 1 Are we 
going to create a precedent which may encourage any¬ 
one who is dissatisfied with a decision of the Council 
with regard to any recommendation from the Registra- 
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tion Committee, to bring it tip again ? And if it is lost 
to-day, why not bring it up again at the next meeting? 
What happened was that at a comparatively small meet¬ 
ing of the Registration Committee a certain recommend¬ 
ation was made to the effect that this gentleman’s name 
should be restored to the register. Not by any over¬ 
sight, but as the result of dissatisfaction with the 
recommendation of the Registration Committee, certain 
members of the Council refused to support the recom¬ 
mendation, and it was quite legitimate for them to do so. 
I suggest that in view of these facts it would be very 
unwise to treat this case otherwise than in the ordinary 
course ; that is to say, the decision should be regarded 
asfinal until the person concerned chooses to make 
another application. 

Maj. Abson : There is no motion before the meeting 1 

The President : No. The next item is with reference 
to our standing Counsel, Mr. Morton W. Smith, who is 
retiring. 

The Secretary : Mr. Thatcher, in sending me Mr. 
Morton Smith’s letter, says: “ I enclose a letter from 
Mr. Morton Smith resigning his position as standing 
Counsel to the College, to which he was aopointed at a 
Council meeting, held (I think) in April, 1883. Perhaps 
you will kindly read it at the next Council meeting.” 

Mr. Smith’s letter is dated, Newquay, 8/7/19, and is as 
follows :—“ Dear Mr. Thatcher, The report you heard 
is correct. The doctors ordered me last year to stop 
work, in fact, the order was very peremptory for they 
forbad any court work after that day. I am now re¬ 
signing, formally, various appointments I held (with the 
exception of my Recordership) and amongst them must 
be that of Counsel to the R.C.V.S. I regret to part 
from old associations, but it has to be done. Kindly 
express to the Council my regrets that 1 am no longer 
able to discharge the duties of the position to which 
they appointed me 36 years ago.” 

The President : 1 think the Council will hear with 
considerable regret the cause why our standing Coun¬ 
sel is resigning hiB position, and I am sure that we all 
sympathise with him in his illness. I think we ought 
to recognise and appreciate his long services to this 
Council, and I believe they have been always very much 
appreciated, and 1 feel sure by no one more than our 
solicitor, Mr. Thatcher. If it is your wish, I should 
like to propose from the chair a resolution showing how 
highly we appreciate the services rendered by Mr. Mor¬ 
ton Smith, and expressing our sympathy with him in his 
illness, and hoping that although he is retiring from 
some professional work, he may still have a long and 
useful life. 

Mr. Mulvey : I desire to second the proposition. Mr. 
Morton Smith has acted as advisory counsel to this 
Council for many years and his advice was accepted 
with very great confidence and was always acted upon. 
Whenever he was called upon he did his very best for 
the Council. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Thatcher : I had hoped to submit some names 
to the Council with regard to our standing counsel, but 
I am in this unfortunate position. I had briefed a 
gentleman whose name I had intended to propose but he 
has just taken sick, so that I am at present without a 
name, but if the Council will allow me, I will produce 
one or two names at the next meeting for consideration 
and possibly approval. 

The President : I think we might leave it there. 

The Secretary : I have two letters from Capt G. 
D. Martin. He begins by saying “ I feel very strongly 
that the boarding-out scheme for horses of the Army 
Vety. Dept, is one which should be brought to the notice 
of the Council. I understood that the Council under¬ 
took to endeavour to safeguard the interests of those 
members who patriotically threw their practices into the 


melting pot in order to serve their country, and this 
scheme very seriously menaces those in very many in¬ 
stances all over the country.” He mentions names and 
places and details. 

Mr. Mulvey : Is there any objection to having the 
whole of the letter read ? 

The Secretary : It is addressed to the Council. 

Mr. Mulvey : If it is addressed to the Council I move 
that the letter be read. 

The Secretary : He goes on to say “Only one in¬ 
stance will suffice to show the harm it may do—At St. 
Albans, where Capt. Beckett has just returned after de¬ 
mobilisation—to find another veterinary surgeon (Maj. 
Dennington, I am told) set up in opposition with the 
assistance of the War Office to the extent of some £160 
a year—(100 “ Boarded-out ” horses at £1 10s. per year 
per annum). One can quite well 863 that the interests 
of the general practitioners have never even been con¬ 
sidered by the War Office authorities! Fancy such a 
thing being tolerated by the medical profession ! I need 
not repeat now the scheme affects me, as I think I told 
you in my previous letter, but I do feel very strongly 
that we members who have fought through the war 
should have received some little protection, and unless 
the matter is taken up by the Council on our behalf, I 
for one shall not subscribe another penny to the R.C.V.S., 
and I fancy a good many more will be of the same way 
of thinking.” 

There is an earlier letter of the 25th August, but I 
read the second letter because I thought it put tne case 
clearly. 

Mr. Mulvey : If there is any correspondence it should 
be read. 

The Secretary : The letter of 25th August was as 
follows 

“ May I ask if you have been approached by any vet¬ 
erinary surgeons yet to take some action in the form of 
a protest against the methods of the War Office in con¬ 
nection with their scheme of boarded-out horses of the 
Army, and the provision of veterinary attendance, etc., 
for these same horses ? 

The method at present employed—that of appointing 
one veterinary surgeon in a district to supervise all the 
boarded-out horses in that district, is, in my opinion, 
very unfair. I cannot see why any veterinary surgeon 
should not supervise any boarded-out horses loaned to 
his own particular clients. He naturally will resent any 
other veterinary surgeon being placed in charge of horses 
loaned to his clients as is being done at present. In my 
own case—I am veterinary surgeon to tne Southend-on- 
Sea Corporation, who have recently acquired ten of these 
boarded-out horses. I have a contract with the Corpor¬ 
ation for their horses, but am now informed that a Mr. 
W. G. Evans, m.r.c.v.8., (who, I understand Jias recently 
joined Mr. Sparrow, veterinary Burgeon of Rayleigh) at 
Rayleigh has been placed, in veterinary charge of all 
boarded-out horses in a ten mile radius from Rayleigh, 
and consequently will be introduced by the War Office 
right into the middle of my practice ! Do you think 
this fair or right ? Something should be done by the 
Council about it at once . Please let me hear from you 
at your early convenience.” 

Mr. Mulvey : Does Mr. Sparrow’s name appear on 
the Register ? 

The Secretary : He is an Existing Practitioner. 

Sir J. M‘Fadyean : The gentleman whose name is 
mentioned is a member. 

Mr. Mulvey : I shall move that the consideration of 
these letters be remitted to the Parliamentary Committee 
for consideration and report to the next meeting of 
Council. 

Mr. Price: I will second that The motion was 
carried. 
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The Secretary : I have a letter from Mr. Freeman 
Barrett: “ Will you kindly convey to the Council my 
appreciation of their very kind observations as regards 
myself, and thank them for the motion they were kind 
enough to pass/’ 

Finance Committee. 

Mr. A. Lawson read the following Report of the 
Finance Committee and moved that it be received :— 

Chairman. It was resolved That Mr. A. Lawson be 
appointed Chairman of this Committee for the ensuing 
year. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting, having been 
printed and circulated, were taken as read and confirmed. 

Financial Statement. The Treasurer submitted his 
Financial Statement, showing a balance in hand of 
£6 19s. 6dL, and liabilities amounting to £84 8s. lid. 
It was resolved That the Treasurer's Statement be 
approved and that he be ordered to pay the liabilities 
shown, together with cheques for petty cash, monthly 
salaries, gas, electric light, and book-binding. 

Voluntary Subscriptions. The Secretary announced 
that the sum of £102 9s. has been received during the 
quarter for voluntary subscriptions, making a total of 
£977 10s. lOd. for the year. 

Applications from the clerical staff were received, and 
it was resolved That the salary of Miss K. C. Blake be 
increased by £15 per annum. That the salary of Miss 
D. E. Kingston be increased to £70 per annum. 

War Memorial. The Secretary read the Reference to 
the Committee as follows:—“ That the question of the 
provision of a Memorial to those members of the pro¬ 
fession who have lost their lives during the late war be 
referred to the Finance Committee for consideration 
and report.” 

The Secretary submitted a list of 66 names of members 
who had lost their lives during the late war while serv¬ 
ing with His Maiesty’s Forces. 

It was resolved that the matter of the provision of a 
War Memorial be referred to a sub-committee consisting 
of the President, Chairman, Treasurer, together with 
Messrs. Garnett and Price, with instructions to report 
to the next meeting of the Committee. 

Maj. Abson : I second the motion for the reception of 
the report. 

Mr. Mulvey : I think it would be well to mention 
one or two points. You all know that the balance in 
hand is £6 19s. 6d. Will anyone suggest to me how to 
meet the sum of £269 15s. Od. with £6 9s. 6d. 1 Or 
will you tell me how I am to obtain the additional sum 1 

Sir J. M ‘Fa dye an : Have a loan. 

Mr. Mulvey : It is possible to raise it by way of loan 
or to mortgage the premises, but what I hope is that we 
shall be able to obtain this money by the voluntary effort 
of the profession (Hear, hear), and I do want to call their 
attention once more to the position this college is in. 
They really must put their hands into their pockets and 
help us a little further. They have not done so well 
this year as they did last, and seeing that the war is now 
over I hope that many of them will be induced, in cele¬ 
bration of peace, to send a subscription to the College. 

On the motion of Mr. Lawson, seconded by Mr. Sum¬ 
ner, the report was adopted. 

Registration Committee. 

The secretary read the report of the Registration 
Committee, from which it appeared that nine cases had 
been considered. Two of these were struck out and in 
another no action was taken. In two cases the members 
were called upon to appear at the next meeting; in the 
case of a non-member the secretary was instructed to 
communicate with the Colonial office ; in another a 
cautionary notice was sent, and in another case the sec¬ 
retary was instructed to obtain further evidence. a 
case of advertising an undertaking was submitted. 


The following correspondence was submitted :— 

From Mr. E. B. Reynolds, reporting the grant of Hon. 
Temporary rank in the R.A.V.C., to a non-member. No 
action was taken. 

From the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, report¬ 
ing the proceedings taken against Mr. H. J. Boylett, a 
non-member under the Animals (Notification of Dis¬ 
eases) Order, 1919. 

From the Southern Counties Veterinary Society ask¬ 
ing for a ruling on a hypothetical case. The secretary 
was instructed to reply that it is not in the practice of 
the Committee to deal with such cases. 

From Messrs. Welsh and Sons asking whether it 
would be contrary to professional etiquette for a mem¬ 
ber to enter into partnership with an unqualified person 
to carry on the practice of a deceased veterinary surgeon. 
The secretary was instructed to reply in the affirmative. 

Other correspondence was submitted, and the secre¬ 
tary was instructed as to the replies to be sent. 

Mr. Carter : I move the reception and adoption of 
the report. 

Lt.-Col. Brittlebank seconded the motion, which 
was carried. 

Examination Committee. 

The following report of meetings held by the Examina¬ 
tion Committee on the 24th July, 21st August, and 8th 
Sept., 1919, having been circulated to the Council, was 
taken as read 

Meeting held 24th July, 1919. 

Present’— Mr. W. J. Mulvey (in the chair) : Lt.-Col. 
J. W. Brittlebank, Prof. S. H. Gaiger, Messrs. F. W. 
Garnett, J. McKinna, Sir J. M'Fadyean and Mr. S H 
Slocock. 

Chairman. It was resolved That Mr. W. J. Mulvey 
be re-elected Chairman of this Committee for the en¬ 
suing year. 

Educational Certificates. Educational certificates 
Nos. 1946, 1947, 1948, 1969, 1971 were submitted and 
approved. 

Exemptions. Thirty-six applications for exemption 
were received from ex-service candidates, in each case 
accompanied by certificated or testimonials as to general 
education. 

It was resolved (a) That exemption from the Prelim¬ 
inary Examination be granted in the following cases :_ 

1921 Barbour, D. S., Lieut., R.F.C. Two years 1 service. 
Scottish Inter. Cert, English, Maths., Science! 
Drawing. 

1926 Eccles, A. Two years' service. Med. Prelim. 

English, Maths., German. 

1930 Johnson, J. F. 2A years’ service. 

1933 Gravelle, H. C., Lieut. Tank Corps, M.C. 4j years’ 
service. Certificated Teacher. 

1934 Dunn, P. D. 4j years’ service. 

1942 Conn,J. One year’s service. Scottish Inter. Cert. 

English, Maths., Latin, Science, Drawing. s 

1945 Gem, J. H., Lieut. Two years’service. Oxford 
and Camb. Higher Cert., 1916; English, Maths., 
Mechanics, Nat. Phil. 

1950 Patterson, T. J. Four years’ service. 

1951 Prior, E. T., Lieut. R.A.F. Three years’ service. 
Oxford Junior Cert., 1914; English, Maths., French, 
Physics, Drawing. 

1952 Holtum, A. W. Four years’ service. 

1954 Oliver, T. K. M. 3j years’ service. 

1955* Williams, O. L. Two years’ service. Welsh Senior 
Cert., English, Maths, Welsh, Geog, Drawing. 

1957 Blackhurst, A. E. Four years’ service. 

1958 Brown, O. R. Four years’ service. Officer cadet. 

1959 Forman, R. Four years’ Commissioned Service 
Scottish Inter. Cert., English, Maths., French, 
Science, Drawing. 
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1961 Montgomerie, R. F. 2i years 1 service. Lieut, Tank 
Corps. Scottish Inter. Cert., 1914; English, Maths., 
Latin, Science, Drawing. 

1963 Frean, J. R. 15 months’ service. Lieut. R.S.F. 
Transvaal School Cert., 1917; English, Maths., 
Latin, Dutch, Physics, Chemistry. 

1964 Grant, J. K. 4j years’ service, Acting Captain. 

1966 Lightfoot, H. years’ service. 

1967 De Burgh, H. E. Twelve years’ service. Army 
Certificates. 

1968 Macpherson, G. W. Three years’ service. 

1970 Ewens, G. P. T. Capt. Three years’ service. 
Cavalry. 

1972 Hughes, H. Two years’ service. 

(5) That candidate No. 1949, G. Bryne, be exempted 
on the production of a recognised Preliminary Certificate 
containing the subjects of English, Mathematics and 
French. 

(c) That in recognition of their having passed the First 
Medical Examination, the following ex-service candidates 
be exempted from part of the First Professional Exami¬ 
nation, with the proviso that they present the whole 
subject of Anatomy at the Class B examination :— 

1946 W. Runciman. Two years’ service. Lieut. 

1947 J. L. Jones. Four years’ service. Lieut. 

1948 D. J. N. Galloway. Three years’ service. 
Applications from Veterinary Students Applications 

were received from ex-service students who had failed 
at the July Examinations, asking for concessions to 
enable them to pass to the next year’s course. It was 
resolved 

(a) That no concession be made to candidates who 
failed in more than one subject. 

(5) That the following candidates be permitted to pass 
to the next year’s course of study, subject to their pass¬ 
ing at the December Examinations m the subject in 
which they failed in July :— 

Class B. J. A. A. Barlow, T. W. N. Cameron, C. H. 
Ducksbury, A. J. McCarmick, R. A. S. Macdonald, W. 
J. Parry, T. J. Richardson, J. A. Turner, C. Watson. 
Class C. A. K. Cameron. 

(c) That Mr. H. V. Hughes be allowed to sit at the 
Final Examination in December in the subject of Sur¬ 
gery alone, after attendance for the required period. 

Stellenbosch University . The application from the 
University of Stellenbosch, deferred from the~meeting 
held on 28th Feb., 1919, was reconsidered, together with 
a copy of the University Calendar. 

It was resolved That the matter be referred to the 
Bye-laws Committee. 

Meeting held on Thursday, August 21st, 1919. 
Present: Mr. W. J. Mulvey (in the chair): Dr. O. C. 
Bradley, Col. J. W. Brittlebank, Messrs. F. W. Garnett, 
J. McKinna, S. H. Slocock. 

jEducational Certificates. Educational Certificates 
numbered 1990, 2004, 2005, 2006 were submitted and 
approved. 

Special Applications. The following special applica¬ 
tions were submitted and considered :— 

1976 Murray, A. M. Educated at George Heriots School, 
lot. Cert. Science substituted for secondary lan¬ 
guage with German. Applies to have Science accep¬ 
ted m place of language. 

1984 Razui, S. K. Hasun. Senior Student. Vety. Diplo¬ 
ma, Bengal Veterinary College. 

1992 Taylor, J.G., Capt., age 42. 3 J years’ service. Grad, 
of Ontario Vety. Coll. Applies for shortening in 
length of course. 

1995 McNeill, A. V., 4$ years' service. B.A. Degree. 

Applies for shortening in length of course. 

1997 Hunter, A. H. Three years’ service. Grad. Toronto 
Vety. College. Applies to take final year course for 
Diploma of M.R.U.V.S. 


2011 Rangachari, M. V. Senior Student. Graduate 
Bengal Vety. College. 

2012 Bryan, A. H., D.V.M. B.Sc. 18 months’ service. 
Grad. State College, Washington. 

It was resolved 

(a) That no concession be granted in cases 1984 and 

20H. 

(b) That in the case of 1976 certificates be received and 
submitted to the next meeting of the Examination Com¬ 
mittee. 

(c) That case No. 1992 be adjourned until next meet¬ 
ing pending recommendation from C.O. 

(d) That no shortening in length of course be recom¬ 
mended in case of No. 1995. 

(e) That application No. 1997 be acceded to and that 
Mr. A. H. Hunter be allowed to sit for the Final Year 
Examination after two terms attendance, providing his 
original Diploma be received, also a recommendation 
from his C.O- 

(f) That case No. 2012 be deferred for further enquiry. 

Thirty-one applications for exemption were received 
from ex-service candidates in each case accompanied by 
certificates or testimonials as to general education. It 
was resolved 

(а) That exemption from the Preliminary Examina¬ 
tion be granted in the following cases 

1820 John, R. G., age 24. 4| years’ service. 

1975 Hunt, H. A., Lieut., age 22. 3j years’ service. 

1977 Coward, D. G., age 22. 4j years’ service. 

1979 Kelly, J. J., Capt., age 30. Five years’ service. 
Merit Cert., Scotch Education Dept. 

1980 Gatfield, G. K., Lieut., age 30. Three years’ service. 
First Class Coll, of Precep. Cert., Scripturej English, 
History, Geofr, Arith., French, Book-keeping. 

1986 McLinden, W., Sergt., N.D.A., age 23. Three 
years’ service. 

1989 Connal, J. K., age 24. N.D.A. and C.D.A. 4$ years’ 
service. Wounded. 

1988 Priest, F. J., age 24. 4j years’ service. Liverpool 
Matric. 

1991 Grierson, D. Two years’ service. 

1999 Bell, A. V. H., age 21. 3£ years’ service. 

2001 Scott, W. H. 4i years’ service. Three years’course 
in English, History, Geog., Latin, French, Maths., 
Physics and Chemistry. 

2010 Lake, V. C., age 22. Ex-officer, military service 
seven years. 

2014 Stewart J. L., Lieut., age 24. Ifour years’service. 

2015 Lovell, R. Five years’ service. 

(б) That the following cases be deferred for further 
enquiry:— 

1985 Butler, G. F. Middle Grade Inter. Exam. Board 
of Ireland. Applies to be allowed to take Latin 
alone at Med. Exam, of Educ. Inst, of Scot., and 
that this, together with Middle Grade Inter. Exam., 
be accepted in lieu of Prelim. 

1993 Thompson, A. L. Four years’ service. 

1996 Edwards, C. H., Lieut., R.A.F. Wounded. 

2000 French, J. A. Ex officer. H.M. Cert. 

2002 Leadbeater, C. 3j years’ service. 1 j years appren¬ 
ticed to a veterinary surgeon. 

2007 Strudwick, C. R. Ex-officer, four years’ service. 

2008 Prettejohn, E. H., age 24 Two years’ service. 

2009 Butler, A. Three years’ service. Junior Cert., 
Central Welsh Board, Scrip., English, Hist., Arith., 
Welsh, Science, Shorthand, Woodwork. 

Meeting held Sept. 8th, 1919. 

Present —Mr. W. J. Mulvey (in the chair), Mr. J. 
McKinna, Dr. J. Share-Jones, Mr. S. H. Slocock. 

Educational Certificates . Educational certificates 
Nos. 2019, 2027, 2039, 2046, 2047, 2051, 2053 and 1978 
were submitted and approved. 
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Applications for Exemptions from the Preliminary 
Examination. Twenty-eight applications for exemption 
were received from ex-service candidates, in each case 
accompanied by certificates or testimonials as to general 
education. 

It was resolved That the following applications be 
acceded to:— 

2016 Whitby, L. T., Lieut, (m.c.), age 22, three years’ 
service. 

2002 Crofton, W. G., Lieut., three years’ service. 

2023 Johnson, G. M., age 20, two years’ service. 

2025 Brookfield, C. W., Lieut., age 24, 4j years’ service. 
Wounded, prisoner. 

2026 Abbott, S. C, age 22, two years’ service- Civil 
Ssrvice Cert, 

2028 Cruickshank, A., age 23, 3j years’ service. Scot. 
Inter. Cert. 

2029 Budge, J. W. E., Sergt. R.A.V.C., age 27. 

2031 Johnson, C. P., two years’ service. 

2032 Downham, K. D., age 25, 4h years’ service. 

2034 Norris. CL age 19, 4} years^service. 

2035 Goodall, F. W., age 23, 4j years’ service. Cambridge 
Junior Local. 

2042 McGregor, E. J., age 26, four years’service. 

2043 Bayliss, G. M., Lieut., five years’ service. 

2044 Lee, G. Spencer, age 24, four years’ service. 

2054 McKie, S., two years’ service. 

(6) That the following cases be deferred for further 
enquiry:— 

1983 Sangster, G. A., age 25, four years’ service. 

2017 Pres ton. Jackson, J. W. A., age 35. Coll. Precep. 
Jun. Cert. 

2018 Halliwell, B. T., age 23, four years’ service. 

2021 Andrews, W. M., 2$ years’ service R.A.V.C. 

2024 Edmondson, G., three years’ service R.A.V.C. 
Nat. Dip. Agric. 

2030 Norman, L., Sergt R.A.V.C., age 28. C&mb. Jun. 

2041 Booth, F , age 20. Wounded 1918. (Exam. 

2050 Proctor, T., age 25, 3j years’ service, R.A.V.C. 
2052 Preston, H., Lieut., four years’ service. 

2056 Nightingale, W., Lieut K.A.F. 

Special cases . The following special applications were 
submitted and considered :— 

(а) 2037 Hassan, M. W. Matric. Bombay Univ.» 
Medical Student. Univ. of London. Passed 1st Con¬ 
joint Board Exam. (Chem., Physics, Botany and 
Zoology). Unsuccessfully appeared for 2nd Conjoint in 
Anatomy and Physiology. Applies to take Class B 
exam, after three months’ attendance. It was resolved 

That, Subject to the production of the Matriculation 
Certificate and also Certificate of having passed 1st Con¬ 
joint Board Exam, in Chemistry, Physics, Botany and 
Zoology, Mr. M. W. Hassan be exempted from the Class A 
Exam., providing the whole subject of Anatomy be 
taken at the Class B Exam, after a complete Session’s 
attendance. 

(б) O’Kelly, E. S. Lieut Class C Student. Applies 
to be given credit for Mat Med. at Class C Exam, in 
December having passed in this subject in 1914. 4} years’ 
service. 

(c) Scoular, R. Second year Student Glasgow College. 
Resumed studies February, 1919. Sat iir July, passed 
only in Stable Management Applies for credit in Stable 
Management in December Exam. It was resolved 
That the applications be not acceded to. 

Deferred Cases. The following cases, deferred from 
the previous meeting, were submitted and considered 
1985 Butler, G. F. Failed in Latin at Mid. Grade 
Exam.. 1916. Applies to be exempt from Prelim., or 
to be allowed to pass in Latin alone at Prelim. Exam. 
1996 Moore, J., age 32. Three years’ servioe. 


1976 Murray, A. M. Int. Cert Science substituted 
for second language with German. Applies to have 
Science accepted in place of language. 

1992 Taylor, J. G., Capfc. 3j years’ service. 

1993 Thompson, A. L. Four years’ service. 

1996 Edwards, C. H. Lieut. R.A.F. Wounded. 

2000 French, J. A. 3j years’ service. 

2008 Prettejohn, E. H. Mil. Service 2} yrs. from 1912. 

2009 Butler, A., age 22. Three years’ service Central 
Welsh Board. 

2007 Strudwick, C. R. Lieut. Four years’ service. 

2004 Watkins, J. 3j years’ service. Coll. Precep. Cert. 

It was resolved (a) That no concession be granted in 
the following cases :—1985, 1976, 1996, 2008. 

( b) That m the following caseB the applicants be 
exempted from the Preliminary Examination :—1936, 
1993, 2000, 2004. 

(c) That cases 1992 and 2009 be deferred pending 
further information. 

The President said the Examination Committee had 
been very busy, having held no less than four meetings 
since the last Council meeting, so the members could 
imagine the amount of work that had been got through. 

Mr. Mulvey (Chairman of the Committee) presented 
the following further Report of the Examination 
Committee:— 

Reports on July Examinations. The reports of the 
Chairmen of the Board of Examiners and of the Local 
Secretaries were submitted and found to be satisfactory. 

Dr. H. Somerville, Chairman of the Board of Exam¬ 
iners in Class A reported that the results obtained at 
the Examination in July were far more satisfactory than 
any he had heretofore had the privilege of reporting. 
They represent genuine good work both on the part of 
the teachers and the students. The Examiners are 
greatly pleased with the work. 

Mr. W. Woods, Chairman of the Board of Examiners 
in Class C, reported the desire of the Examiners that a 
greater interval should be arranged between the written 
and the oral examinations. 

It was resolved That the reports submitted be ap¬ 
proved. That the Secretary be instructed to inform the 
Examiners at the July Examinations the written papers 
could be obtained on application at the College immedi¬ 
ately on the conclusion of the examination. 

That the thanks of the Council be conveyed to the 
persons and institutions who have rendered assistance 
in the conduct of the Examinations, 

The Secretary reported that he had received a letter 
from Mr. Woods, with regard to expenses, in which he 
asked that the Council would accept his services on this 
occasion entirely free of both fees and expenses, as a 
thank offering for peace. 

It was resolved That the Secretary be instructed to 
convey to Mr. Woods the thanks of tne Council for hia 
generous gift to the funds of the College. 

Educatwnl Certificates. Educational certificates Nos. 
2017, 2072, 2076-2082, 2084, 2087-2112, were submitted 
and approved. 

Applications for relaxation of the Rules. Applica¬ 
tions for relaxation of the rules from Candidates Not. 
1976, 1985, 1998, 2073, 2086, 2113, were not acceded to. 

Applicat ions for Exemption. Applications from thir¬ 
ty-three ex-service candidates were received for exemp¬ 
tion from the Preliminary Examination, in each case 
accompanied by Educational certificates, or testimonials 
from Headmasters. 

It was resolved That exemption be granted in the 
following cases:— 

1983 Sangster, G. A., 25. Four years’ service. Lieut. 
R.A.V.C. and H.L.I. 

2009 Butler, A., 22. Three years’ service. 
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2024 Edmondson, G., 28. years’ sendee. Sergt. 

2041 Booth F., 20. Three years’ service. 

2062 Preston, H. f 23. Two years’ servioe. R.A.V.C., 
now Lieut. A. of O. 

2066 Nightingale, W., 22. Fonr years’ service. R.A.F. 

2067 Wilson, G., 26. 4$ years’ service. 

2068 Small, J., 23. 4$ years’ service. Lieut. 

2059 Cock. A. L., 20. years’ service. Sergt 

2060 (PDonogue, P., 24. 4j years’ service. Sergt. 

2062 Proud, F., 24. Four years’ service. Lieut, m.o. 

Twice wounded. 

2064 Cattell, G. 'L, 20. lj years’ service. Lieut. 

2065 Julian, A. W., 31. Four years’ service. Capt. 
Wounded. 

2066 Watson, L. A., 4$ years’ service. Lieut. 

2067 Sillery, W. D n 26. Three years’ service. Lieut. 
Wounded. 

2068 Hesketb, H. K., 20. 2$ yean’ service. Lieut. 

2070 Kennedy. D. K., three yean’ service. R.N. lead¬ 
ing Seaman. 

2071 Storrar, J., four yean’ service. 

2072 Gale, C. J. H., 19. Naval Cadet 

2066 Searles, G. W., 22. Three years’ ten months ser¬ 
vice. Capt 

2114 Killea, P. J., 22. Five yean’ service. Farrier. 

Application* from Veterinary Student*. The follow¬ 
ing applications were received from ex-service veteri¬ 
nary students for concessions :— 

T. P. Young. Failed A. Dec. 1916 (no Exam, in Anato¬ 
my) Chemistry 60 Biology 4a 2} yean’ service. 
Leave granted to sit for A Exam. Dec. in Anatomy 
and Biology. 

R. P. Parsonage. Class A. student Attended Autumn 
term 1915. Joined Army Jan. 3rd 1916. Justdemobi- 
lised. 

Application* from Colonial Graduate*. The following 
applications from Colonial Veterinary Surgeons having 
served in His Majesty’s Forces or in the Allied Forces 
were considered and acceded to. 

Hunter, A. H., Capt. C.A.V.C., B.V.Sc., Toronto. 
Leave granted to take Final Exam, in 1920 after two 
terms attendance at a Veterinary College. 

Collet H. B., Capt R.A.V.C., B.V.Sc., Toronto. 
Leave granted to take Final Exam, after two terms 
attendance. 

Bryan, A. H., RV.Sc., Washington and Univ. of 
Pennsylvania, U.S. Army. Leave granted to sit for 
Final Exam, after three terms attendance at a veterinary 
College. 

Two applications were not acceded to. 

S. H. Whitworth. This candidate submitted medical 


^y^&SpgoiAL M i lk C o mmittee. 

The following report of the Special Milk Committee 
was read by the Secretary:— 

Milk Supply. The following letter was received from 
the Local Government Board :— 

28th June, 1919. 

Sir,-—I am directed by the Local Government Board 
to advert to your letter of the 19;h ultimo, with reference 
to the scheme in operation in the United Kingdom for 
the purchase and sale of milk of special quality, and as 
regards the first point in your letter, I am to draw 
attention to paragraph (e) of the conditions subject to 
which licences are granted by the Food Controller under 
the Scheme, from which it will be observed that every 
certificate in respect of a tuberculin test carried out on 
or after August 15th, 1918, must be signed by a veteri¬ 
nary surgeon. 

As regards the representation in the fourth paragraph 
of your letter. I am to point out that the inspection of 
cowsheds and the hygiene of cows generally are, from 
the point of view of milk production and storage, 
primarily sanitary matters, ana the Board see no reason 
to restrict the inspection to veterinary surgeons only, as 
suggested. 

As regards the last paragraph I am to state that the 
Board have under consideration the question of the 
steps necessary for the purpose of checking the state of 
health of herds in respect of which licences for the 
supply of milk of special quality have been granted. 

I am, Sir, etc., 

F. Slator 

It was resolved That the following be appointed a 
special Sub-Committee to draw up a reply to be sent 
Lt. Col. J. W. Brittlebank, Mr. F. W. Garnett, Sir J. 
M’Fadyean. 

Lt.-Col. Brittlebank : I move the reception and 
adoption of the report. Mr. Banham seconded the 
motion, which was carried. 

Parliamentary Committee. 

Mr. Garnett read the following Report of the Parlia¬ 
mentary and General Purposes Committee, and moved 
its reception:— 

Chairman. It was resolved That Mr. F. W.Garnett 
be appointed Chairman of this Committee for the en¬ 
suing year. 

Ministry of Health Acts. The Secretary reported 
that the Ministry of Health Act and the Scottish Board 
of Health Act had been passed into law on 3rd J une, 1919. 
Copies of Orders issued by the Ministry of Health were 
also submitted. 


certificates of ill-health necessitating his absence from 
part of the term. It was resolved That in the Bpecial 
circumstances, this candidate be allowed to sit for the 
Final Exam, in December. 

That in order to meet the convenience of Colonial 
Graduates, it be left to the President to arrange a 
special examination in Class D in London, the written 
to be held on Monday, December 8th, and the oral to 
commence on Tuesday, December 9th. 


Mr. Mulvey : I beg to move the adoption of the 
Reports of the first three meetings. 

Mr. Price seconded the motion, which was carried. 

Mr. Abson moved the adoption of the minutes of the 
report of the last meeting of the Committee. 

Sir J. M‘Fadyean seconded the motion. (Carried.) 

Hie President said that with regard to the question 
of Colonials, the Council might do a graceful act and a 
special examination be called for that purpose. He 
thought it would be very much appreciated by the 
Colonials. 


It was also reported that three of the four Consultative 
Councils had already been formed, but that the forma¬ 
tion of the Council on general health questions on which 
it was desired that a Veterinary Representative should 
be appointed, had not been completed. 

Animals (Anaesthetics) Act. The Secretary sub¬ 
mitted a copy of the Act, which was passed into law on 
August 19th, 1919, together with a copy of the Minutes 
of evidence before the House of Lords. 

Clean Milk Supply. The following correspondence 
was submitted ana ordered to be entered on the 
Minutes:— 

10 Red Lion Square, 

Ref. 63148. M2.1919. 5th August, 1919. 

Sir,—I am directed by my Council to advert to your 
letter of 20th June, in reference to the Scheme in opera¬ 
tion for the purchase and sale of Milk of Special Quality, 
and to point out that your letter does not in any way 
meet the point raised in my letter of the 19th May—that 
the duty of reporting on the health of cows has not been 
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assigned specially or exclusively to qualified Veterinary 
Surgeons. 

My Council submit that with regard to this duty Vet¬ 
erinary Surgeons occupy a position exactly analogous to 
that of members of the medical profession in relation to 
matters of public health, and they wish to point out 
that, in the Laws which prescribe inspection of human 
beings with a view to determining whether they are 
healthy or diseased, no precedent can be found for a 
system which would entrust the inspection of milch cows 
to persons other than qualified Veterinary Surgeons. 

With regard to the inspection of cowsheds, the opinion 
of the Council is that the control of the provision of 
adequate hygienic surroundings for the maintenance of 
the health of cows is a matter which requires the super¬ 
vision of a Veterinary Surgeon, though, of course, the 
minor question of the systematic inspection of cowsheds 
and dairies, for cleanliness, etc., is not claimed to be 
essentially the province of the Veterinary Surgeon. 

The Council are glad to learn that further considera¬ 
tion is being given to the question of the steps necessary 
for the purpose of checking the state of health of herds 
in respect of which ^licences for the supply of Milk of 
Special Quality have been granted, and they would be 
glad to nave an opportunity of expressing their views 
upon any alteration in the new regulations before these 
are brought into force. 

Yours faithfully, 

The Secretary, (sd.) Fred Bullock, Sec. 

Ministry of Health, 

Whitehall, S.W. 1. 

Ministry of Health, Whitehall, S.W. 1. 
98, 099, M3.1919. 12th August, 1919. 

Sir,—I am directed by the Minister of Health to ad¬ 
vert to your letter of the 5th instant, regarding the 
position of qualified veterinary surgeons in relation to 
the health of cows and the production of milk of special 
quality, and to state that Dr. Addison will be glad to 
afford the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Sturgeons an opportunity of expressing their views on 
this point in connection with the regulations proposed 
to be made under the Milk and Dairies (Consolidation) 
Act, 1915, which are now under consideration by the 
Ministry. 

I am, Sir, Your obedient servant, 

The Sec., R.C.V.S. C. E. Royds. 

Admission of Women. The Secretary submitted a 
copy of the Sex Qualification (Removal) Bill brought 
from the House of Lords on the 6th August, 1919, 
Clause I of which reads as follows 

“ A person shall not be disqualified by sex from the 
exercise of any public function, or from being appointed 
to any civil or judicial office or post, or from entering or 
assuming any civil profession or vocation, or for admis¬ 
sion to any incorporated society (whether incorporated 
by Royal Charter or otherwise.) ”... 

Repairs to Premises. The Treasurer reported that in 
consultation with the President, he had accepted an 
estimate for repairs to premises at the cost of £46. The 
work had been carried out to his satisfaction. It was 
resolved That the action of the President and Treasurer 
be approved. 

Training Vacancies. Mr. Garnett reported the ac¬ 
tion he had taken in connection with the errpneous 
statement published by the Ministry of Labour in the 
Veterinary Press, which resulted in a corrected notice 
being inserted. An undertaking had been received that 
Mr. Garnett, as the representative of the College on the 
Government Grants Committee, should be consulted, 
should it be decided to approach the Veterinary Press 
in future. At the same time regret was expressed that 
the paragraph complained of gave an opening forihisap- 
prehension. 


Mr. Garnett reported that at the request of the Mini¬ 
stry of Labour, he had nominated Prof. Penberthy to 
become a member of District Selective Committee No. 
8b, and Messrs. Henry Gray and J. W. McIntosh to be¬ 
come members of the London Interviewing Board. It 
was resolved That the action taken be approved. 

Mr. Mulvey : I will second the motion for the recep¬ 
tion of the report. 

The President : It is now open for any observations. 
I think it is very satisfactory in connection with the 

S '* m of the correspondence with the Ministry of 

. 

Lt.-Col. Brittlebank : Arising out of the correspon¬ 
dence with the Ministry of Healtn a point occurs to me. 
I am afraid I had not given the matter sufficient thought 
previously, but I am not quite satisfied now that they 
nave adequately replied to our last letter. They have 
confined themselves practically to the paragraph of the 
letter which was sent from this Council in which they 
deal purely and simply with legislation which may be 
proposed or bye-laws which may be drawn up under the 
Milk and Dairies Consolidation Act of 1915. The ques¬ 
tion raised, which was at the bottom of the formation 
of this Committee, was a question of the employment 
of people who are not veterinary surgeons for the ex¬ 
amination of cattle. It is perhaps rather late, and I 
should apologise to Mr. BdTlock, who wrote to me when 
the reply was received, and I was very busy at the mo¬ 
ment and thought the reply was adequate, but on second 
thoughts I withdraw that, and I think that this Council 
should press for a reply to the previous paragraph of 
their letter with regard to the employment of unskilled 
persons in positions which should be occupied solely by 
qualified surgeons. I do not know whether the rest of 
the Committee considering this question would agree 
with me, nor have I had an opportunity of consulting 
them ; but the other two gentlemen who drew up this 
letter, Sir John M‘Fadye4n and Mr. Garnett, are here 
and have an opportunity of expressing their opinion as 
to whether they consider the reply is adequate. Person¬ 
ally I do not, and I think this Council should insist on 
some sort of reply to the previous paragraph. 

Sir John M‘Fadyean : While I think we should have 
been more satisfied if the terms of the letter from the 
Minister of Health had been a little more explicit, I do 
not quite agree that he has not answered the question 
or met us fairly with regard to what is the most impor¬ 
tant matter. In the first paragraph of our letter what 
we insisted on was that the duty of reporting on the 
health of cows has not been assigned especially or ex¬ 
clusively to qualified veterinary surgeons. The Minister 
of Health in his letter says that the matter is “ regarding 
the position of qualified veterinary surgeons in relation 
to tne health of cows ”—nearly our own words—and he 
goes on to say that he will be glad to afford the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons an opportunity of ex¬ 
pressing their views on the point. 

Lt.-Col. Brittlebank : I contend that those are en¬ 
tirely different matters. 

Sir John M’Fadykan : We need not complain if he is 
willing to hear us on two points. I think it would be 
bad tactics if we were to cavil about this, especially if we 
were to write in terms which insisted on another reply, 
which might be less satisfactory. It probably means 
that we snail be afforded an opportunity of stating at 
length by word of mouth what is the position we take 
up with regard to that question. 

Mr. Garnett : I am inclined to agree with Sir John, 
except that I do think there is need tor urgency in the 
matter, because under the Clean Milk regulations certifi¬ 
cates' are issued giving the public the assurance that 
provided the milk seller can produce one of their certifi- 
I cates as to the health of their cattle they can charge an 
increased price. Anybody can make that examination 
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o! the cattle—it need not be a veterinary surgeon. I 
look upon it very seriously as a fraud on the public. 
There is no safeguard under the present regulations that 
these animals that are giving this milk for which in¬ 
creased prices can be charged have been examined by 
any person qualified to do so. If in some reasonable 
time they would consent to meet us, I think the objec¬ 
tion might be met. It is not a thing which should be 
delayed indefinitely. 

Lfc.-Col Brittlebank : I agree with Mr. Garnett that 
it is a matter of very considerable urgency. I do not 
want to say what I have come in contact with privately 
during the last ten days or a fortnight, because I am not 
absolutely in a position to confirm the accuracy of my 
information, and I object very much to coming here 
with information that is not accurate; but the informa¬ 
tion which I have—and I have no reason to suspect its 
accuracy—is that the work is still going on, and that 
certificates have recently been issued under the con¬ 
ditions we objected to at the very first when this ques¬ 
tion was taken up—that unqualified persons are still 
responsible for the examination and inspection of the 
farms, carried out under the scheme which has been 
devised for the provision of milk of higher quality. 
Whatever the tactics employed may be, whether it is 
wise to proceed or not, it is for the Council to decide. 
My personal opinion is that the time for hesitation on 
these questions is past, that we as a profession, if we are 
going to exercise what we consider to be our rights, 
should not hesitate at this particular moment to draw 
the attention of the Minister concerned to the fact that 
while he says the position is being considered, we have 
not yet received the assurance that these people will no 
longer be employed. 

Tne President : It suggests more than ever that it is 
a pity the meeting was not held. 

Lt.-Col. Brittlebank : The regrets are rather vague. 
At any rate a formal proposition is necessary, and I pro¬ 
pose that this matter be referred to the further considera¬ 
tion of the Committee. 

Major Abson : With power to act. 

Mr. Mulvey : I should like to suggest that the matter 
be left in the hands of the Sub-Committee which was 
originally appointed, with power to act. 

Mr. Banham : I should be pleased to second that 

The President : I think there are some five or six 
members. From what has been said something ought, 
to be done. 

Mr. Mulvey : That is not what I moved. I moved 
that the Sub committee, consisting of Sir John M‘Fad- 
yean, Lt.-Col Brittlebank and Mr. Garnett should deal 
with the matter. 

Lt.-Col Brittlebank : That is only a Sub-Committee 
of the Milk Committee to draw up a reply. My pro¬ 
posal is that it be referred to the Milk Committee. 

The President : The one is called the Special Milk 
Committee and the other the Special Sub-Committee. 

Mr. Mulvey : It was the Sub-Committee that I 
moved. 

The President: On the Special Milk Committee 
there are Lt.-Col. Brittlebank, Messrs. Banham, Garnett, 
Price. Slocock, Sir John M‘Fadyean, Mr. Coleman 
and the President. 

Lt.-Col. Brittlebank : I will withdraw my proposal 
in favour of Mr. Mulvey’s 

Mr. Mulvey's proposition was carried. 

Mr. Garnett : I propose now the adoption of the 
minutes of the Parliamentary Committee. 

Lt.-Col. Brittlebank seconded the motion. Carried. 

Honours and Prizes Committee. 

Mr. Banhah read the following Report and moved 
its reception and adoption :— 

Chairman. It was resolved that Mr. G, A. Banham 


be appointed Chairman of this Committee for the en¬ 
suing year. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been 
printed and circulated, were taken as read and confirmed. 

Fitz Wygram Prize Award. The Secretary submitted 
the report of the Auditors on the marks gained by the 
18 candidates eligible for the award of the FitzWygram 
Prizes, 1919, which showed that the two candidates ob¬ 
taining the highest marks were Mr. L. L. Jones, 774 
marks ; Mr. M. W. Henning, 763 marks. 

It was resolved That the FitzWygram Prizes for 
1919 be awarded as follows ’—First Prize. L. L. Jones 
of the Veterinary School, Liverpool. Second Prize. 
M. W. Henning of the Royal Veterinary College of 
Ireland* 

Mr. Mulvey seconded the motion, which was carried. 

Bye-laws Committee. 

The Secretary read the Report of the Bye-laws 
Special Committee as follows 

Chairman. It was resolved That the President be 
appointed to the Chair. 

Reference. The Secretary read the Reference as 
follows:—“That the Special Committee be re-appointed 
with powers to consider the Bye-laws governing the 
examinations and to report.” 

It was resolved That the Council be recommended to 
add the name of Prof. J. F. Craig to the list of the 
Committee. That the Secretary be instructed to com¬ 
municate with the members of the Committee and to 
obtain from them any suggestions they may consider 
desirable for the amendment of the Examination Bye¬ 
laws. 

The President : I will move the reception and adop¬ 
tion of the Report. Major Abson seconded the motion, 
which was carried. 

(To be concluded.) 


The position of Veterinary Science in this coun¬ 
try AND ABROAD IN RELATION TD* PUBLIC HEALTH 
and Agriculture, by Dr. Share-Jones, Director of 
Veterinary Education, University of Liverpool. 

It is impossible in an address of this kind to deal 
other than in a most cursory manner with the subject 
proposed. 

Agriculture, for so long under a cloud in this country, 
has by common consent come to be regarded as our 
greatest national industry. There never was a time 
when Public Health as a national asset was held in such 
high esteem. Before the war there were evidences that 
the public mind was rapidly awakening to the lack of 
real appreciation of these two great questions. Attempts 
were being made to frame up something approaching a 
worthy system of national education in agriculture, and 
an examination of the subject by County Education 
Committees and other bodies which were set up, quickly 
laid bare our many shortcomings. This especially ap¬ 
plied to England and more especially still to Wales as 
compared with Scotland and Ireland. As a nation we 
seemed to have lost sight of the immense possibilities 
of a rational application of scientific education to agri¬ 
culture and the greatest and most ancient of our indus¬ 
tries was allowed to drift haphazardly. 

Solar as one could observe, at least in some parts, 
agricultural education had attained a standard stated to 
approximate somewhat closely to that accorded a St. 
John Ambulance course in Medicine and Surgery. 

Another peculiar feature which always struck me was 
that whenever consideration was given to the subject, it 
inevitably drifted to the soil ana its products, to the 
various kinds and relative merits of patent manures, 
the chemistry of the soil, the weight of a bushel of a 
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special kind of oats, wheat or barley, etc. The r61e 
played by the domesticated animals has been relegated 
to the background. This has struck me even in a coun¬ 
try such as Wales, which is essentially live stock produc¬ 
ing. 

Just before the war I bad occasion to refer to this in 
Wales, and as evidence of the lack of a real appreciation 
of the importance of live-stock, I hazarded the estimate 
that Wales in all her educational colleges did not expend 
more than about £100 a year on Veterinary Hygiene. 
One has a right to deduce the value placed upon a com¬ 
modity by the amount which a community is prepared 
to expend on its care and preservation. 

To Scotland must be given the credit for being much 
more appreciative. In addition to her three purely 
Agricultural Colleges, each receiving support from the 
public funds varying from £7,000 to £10,000 a year, 
Scotland for decades had three Veterinary Schools, and 
she still has two. She had three at a time when Eng¬ 
land had one; and when there was no school in either 
Ireland or Wales, Scotland saw that there was something 
in live-stock. She trained her sons to see it She 
brought facilities for training practically to the doorstep, 
and Scotch boys received that training at home which 
has enabled them to take important positions in con¬ 
nection with live-stock the world over. 

It appears to require some rude shock to rouse other 
parts. When Ireland Baw that the outbreak of one ani¬ 
mal disease could hold up industries estimated at twenty 
millions a year, she thought it wise to undertake finan¬ 
cial responsibility for the veterinary school in Dublin. 

The war has demonstrated quite clearly that in any 
consideration of our food supply, live-stock, particularly 
the cow, sheep, and pig, must be given a foremost place. 
The lesson of instruction has been a severe one, but the 
instruction has been complete. The public are now 
quite alive to the fact that bread alone, with which our 
fiscal debates were absorbed, does not suffice, and that 
the products and by-products of the animal kingdom 
are such as are essential to a nation's existence. 

What has not- inaptly been termed the dawn of the 
Health Age, might reasonably be considered to have 
commenced in the reign of King Edward. Apart from 
our large and more enlightened municipalities, other 
local authorities were in increasing numbers instituting 
health departments with whole-time M.O.H. and San¬ 
itary Staffs. Men with a vision, such as Dr. Hope of 
Liverpool, had anticipated this general movement and 
legislation by a couple of decades, and local schemes for 
lift better housing of the working classes have been in 
operation many years before tne present Jurore for 
housing. For some years also, with the co-operation of 
a’well equipped Veterinary department, a campaign for 
a pure milk supply has been pursued with vigour. The 
effect upon the mortality rate, especially the infantile 
rate, has been astonishing. In Wales, a campaign 
against Tuberculosis was instituted as the National 
Memorial to King Edward. It has been the means of 
educating the people regarding measures of prevention. 
Recently, throughout Englandand Wales, School Clinics 
and Infant Welfare Centres have been instituted. On 
every hand there is evidence of an enthusiasm for 
preventive medicine unparalleled in the history of thiB 
country. It has culminated in the institution of a new 
Ministry by common consent of all political parties. 
Powerful though the medical profession is at present, it 
would be no surprise to me if, within a few years, the 
numerical strength of this great profession were doubled. 

It will be interesting to observe the part which the 
Veterinary profession will be called upon to play in this 
great movement. 

The Science of Human Medicine and Veterinary 
Science are interwoven in a manner so as to be inextric¬ 
able. Disease is disease in whatever species it manifests 


itself, from the protozoa to man. As the light of re¬ 
search is thrown upon it, so do we find the number of 
particular diseases regarded as not being communicable 
from one species to another becomes reduced. One 
need only instance the familiar example of Tuberculosis. 
The indebtedness of human pathology to deduction 
drawn and applied from observations on domestic 
animals is not less than the indebtedness of human 
physiology. 

There are diseases of the domesticated animals which 
are in some need of investigation. On the other hand, 
there are diseases, such as Measles and Scarlet Fever, 
which are so destructive to juvenile life, with causes un¬ 
discovered. It would not be unreasonable to expect 
that research in diseases of the lower animals with some¬ 
what similar manifestations might throw light upon 
these and other common and destructive human diseases. 
Nothing but fruitful results could accrue from the closest 
association of research in the different branches, and it 
appears to me that there is a great part to be played by 
Veterinary Science in the advancement of preventive 
medicine as a whole. - 

Just before the war I had occasion to enquire into the 
annual output of Veterinary Surgeons in this country 
and several others, in proportion to the population, with 
the following result 


Denmark 1 in 133,000 

Germany 1 in 210,000 

France 1 in 300,000 

Sweden 1 in 275,000 

(making provision for 1 in 183,000) 
United Kingdom 1 in 500,000 


From a casual observation of these figures, there are 
certain deductions which may be drawn. The one 
which appears to me to be the most outstanding is that 
Veterinary Science is not made use of in this country to 
the same degree as in others. I speak of Veterinary 
Science as represented by qualified Veterinary Surgeons. 
It may be, and probably is, true that much work is done 
by others which should legitimately fall to the Veterinary 
profession ; but it is my opinion that the above figures 
are affected more by an assumption that there is a great 
bulk of work, done in a systematised and organised 
manner by veterinary men in other countries, which, in 
this country ? is not done at all. 

Evidence is not lacking in support of this assumption. 
From enquiries which I made, 1 found that there were 
not fifty whole-time veterinary men engaged in the 
Public Health Service in this country. From the same 
authoritative source I received the estimate that an 
efficient public health service here would require at least 
a thousand. This is some difference, as our American 
friends would say. 

Regarding meat inspection alone, a well-known 
authority stated before the war that u a general regula¬ 
tion of meat inspection is found at the present time 
outside Germany in Belgium, France, Holland. Spain, 
Italy, Austria-Hungary, Koumania and Switzerland.” 

u Other countries, as for instance England, which is 
otherwise so well organised with regard to public sani¬ 
tation and which is called the cradle of hygiene, are 
entirely without a regulated meat inspection.” 

In Germany before the War, meat inspection was 
organised and regulated by an Imperial Law, and 1.180 
veterinary surgeons engaged in tne work—more than 
one-third of tne total number on our register for all 
purposes. 

The United States has a general organised system of 
Meat Inspection authorised by an Act of Congress, 
June 1906. The number of veterinary surgeons 
employed in this inspection and designated vetennary 
inspectors was some years ago—775. 

In France the work was well advanced. In the 
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p.e.c.v.8. For goodness sake put a stop to the unquali¬ 
fied advertising in our professional paper } or else don't 
send on my copy in the future. 

And I a Iso protest against the various gentlemen in 
the profession not to engage any but qualified assistants. 
At present, in my opinion, fully qualified members are 
numerous enough to do tne work; and in some cases 
have large families to keep. I have tried both, but 
much prefer the qualified man. What with farriers, 
unqualified men, sanitary inspectors, police, meat 
inspectors, cruelty inspectors, Day, Son and Hewitt’s 
Drenches, and I am afraid Dr. Addison will not help 
the profession, we are in for a hard time. I am writing 
this to try and help my professional brother with a 
family. 

I may say I have one son only 15 years of age, and he 
could have my practice, probably worth abouc £400, 
with all instruments, and two public appointments. 
House and surgery, garage, all well built; which is my 
own, and I can sell house alone for £1200 to-day. He 
could have the lot given him when qualified, but I can¬ 
not see my way to advise him to qualify. I would not 
do it again. I have let him go to a large industrial 
works, and the first week brought home £1, without 
any College risks, and can rise to £10 per week. 

Is it true the Minister of the Food Control accepts 
the Meat Inspector’s certificate in a case of a carcase 
condemned from tuberculosis without consulting a 
qualified member of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. That is what happens here, but does this 
occur in all parts ? I think this makes the profession 
so cheap—unqualified men at every turn. I hope the 
Fellows as well as the Members will vote for qualified 
men to act as assistants, etc., only, or return us the 
money it cost us to qualify, and let us join the list of un¬ 
qualified. 

“Fair Play.” 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 

Eaglesham, Robert, Paddington, W. £110 
Summers, W., Allendale, Northumberland 110 
Previously acknowledged 975 8 10 

Oct. 8 , 1919. £977 10 10 

Fawdington, W., York £110 

Hornby, H. E., Fort Jameson, 

N. Rhodesia, 1918, 1919 2 2 0 
Revington, T. le B., Capt. S.A.V.C., 

1914, 1919 2 2 0 
Wolstenholme, J. B., Manchester 110 

Previously acknowledged £977 10 10 


Oct. U>, 1919. £983 16 10 


Cruelty Charge at Morecambe—Fined. 

At the Lancaster County Police Court, recently, Wil¬ 
liam Sutcliffe, Ashton roaa, Morecambe, was summoned 
for working a horse in an unfit state, and William F. 
Anderson, also of Ashton road, was proceeded against 
for permitting the cruelty. Mr. W. Tilly defended. 

P.S. Exelby stated that on the 21st ult., he saw a black 
mare, along with another horse, attached to a waggonette 
on the promenade at Morecambe. On the near side 
shoulder there was an old raw wound an inch in diame¬ 
ter. The animal was wearing a pad, but in witness’s 
opinion it afforded no protection. On the off-side was 
an old raw wound that was in contact with the pad, and 
mattering. 


By Mr. Tilly : The animal was wearing a pad of the 
R S.P.C.A. pattermbut this was not keeping the pressure 
off the wounds. Witness did not think much of the 
pads for old wounds. 

Inspector Print, of the R.S.P.C.A., spoke to seeing 
the animal on the 24th ult., and in his opinion it was 
unfit for work. 

Major Stirling, veterinary surgeon, of Lancaster, called 
by Mr. Tilly, deposed that on July 16th he examined 
the mare. There were two small abrasions of the skin 
on either side of the shoulder, but they were perfectly 
dry and there was no swelling. Direct pressure might 
have been painful, and he told Mr. Anderson to use a 
pad, addiog that with the pad the animal would be better 
at work. On July 23rd ne again saw the mare, and 
found its condition practically the same. There was no 
mattering. He accepted full responsibility for the 
working of the horse. 

By Superintendent Jackson : It was possible for the 
wounds to have worsened after witness saw the horse on 
July 16th. He did not see how there could have been 
pressure on these spots with the pads in use. 

Anderson said the pads in use were those provided by 
the R.S.P.C.A. 

The magistrates fined Anderson 20s., and Sutcliffe 10s. 


Irish Health Ministry—Formation of GouncU. 

The Chief Secretary by virtue of the powers con¬ 
ferred on him in his capacity as the Ministry of Health 
for Ireland under section 10 of the Ministry of Health 
Act, 1919, has nominated the following persons to be 
members of the Irish Public Health Council (A) under 
paragraph (D), sub-section (2) cf the above section :— 
Mr. E. Coey Bigger, m.d , now Medical Commissioner 
Local Government Board for Ireland, to be Chairman 
of the Council * Sir John W. Moore, m d.. President of 
the Royal Academy of Medicine of Ireland, Chairman 
of the Public Health Committee of the General Medical 
Council: Mr. Robert J Rowlette, m.d., nominated by 
the Irisn Medical Committee and the Irish Medical 
Association ; Miss Alice Barry, M r.c.p i., d.p.h., medical 
superintendent Child Welfare Work Branch of the 
Women's National Health Association, nominated by 
the Irish Medical Committee. 

Under paragraph (c), sub section (2) of the section :— 
Countess of Kenmare, chairman of the Advisory Coun¬ 
cil for Ireland of the Queen Victoria Jubilee Institute ; 
Mrs. J. M‘Mordie, member of the Tuberculosis Commit¬ 
tee of the Belfast Corporation, member of the Belfast 
Insurance Committee; Sir James M. Gallagher, j.p., ex- 
Lord Mayor of Dublin, ex-chairman of the Dublin Joint 
Hospital Board, member of the Dublin Tuberculosis and 
Insurance Committees; Mr. J. Ewing Johnston, m.b.e., 
m.r.c.v.8 , president of the North of Ireland Veterinary 
Medical Association ; Rev. P. Kerlin, c.o., Bellarena, 
Derry, nominated by the National Association of Insur¬ 
ance Committees (Ireland); Mr. John Drennan, repre¬ 
senting the approved insurance societies. 

Major George A Harris, D.s.o., o.b.e., of the Local 
Government Board for Ireland, has been appointed sec¬ 
retary to the Council. The offices of the Council will be 
at No. 33, St. Stephen’s Green North, Dublin.— The 
Northern Whig and Belfast Post. 


Personal. 

Brittlebank.— On Oct. 4th, at Yew Tree House, 
Cheshire, to Evelyn, the wife of Lieut.-Col. J. \V. 
Brittlebank, c.m.g. —a son. 

Burndred—Richardson. On October 1, at Black¬ 
burn, Capt. E. J. Burndred, m.c., m.i;.c.v.s., d.v.h., to 
Elinor, widow of Harold J. Richardson, of Newcastle- 
on-Tyne and Wetheral, Cumberland. 
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ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


WAR HONOURS. 

The King has been pleased to give orders for the 
following promotions and rewards for services rendered 
in connexion with military operations in Egypt. Dated 
June 3rd, 1919 :— 

To be Major-General. 

Col. (T.Brig.-Gen.) E. R. C. Butler, c.b.,o.m.o., p.b.o.v.s. 
(late R.A.V.G.). 

To be Brevet-Colonel on pbomotion to 
Lieut.-Colonel. 

Maj. (T.Col.) A. G. Todd, c.b.e., d.s.o., b.a.v.c. 


Wab Office, Oct. 7. 

The following are among the decorations and medals 
awarded by the Allied Powers at various dates to the 
British Forces for distinguished services rendered during 
the course of the campaign. The King has given un¬ 
restricted permission in all cases to wear the decorations 
and medals in question :— 


Oct. 1. 

Temp. Lts. to be be temp. Capts.:—R. C. Scott (July 
17); H. N. Howell (July 24). . 

, . Oct. 2. 

The following temp. Lts. to be temp. Capts: —H. F. 
Downie (July 23); B. C. Flook (July 24); J. A. 
McCutcheon (Aug. 7). 

, . Oct. 3. 

Mai. and Bt. Lt.-Col. J. A. B. McGowan relinquishes 
the actg. rank of Col. on ceasing to be empld. m 
D.D.V.S. (May 8), when he reverts to the actg. rank of 
Lt.-Col. on appt. as A.D.V.S. (substituted for the 
notification in Gazette Sept. 12). 

Capt F. B. Gresham, m.c., t.f., relinquishes the actg. 

rank of Maj. on ceasing to comd. a vet. hosp. (Apr. 17). 
Temp. Lts. to be temp. Capts.:—W.F.Fennelly (Sept.l); 
N. Macieod (Sept. 17). 

Oct. 4. 

Temp. Capt. J. Macl enna relinquishes actg. rank of 
Maj. on ceasing to hold appt. of D. A.D.V.S. (Aug. 30). 
The surname of temp. Capt. J. McAllan is as now 
described, and not as in Gazette of Sept. 16. 

Tebbitobial Force, Royal Army Vetebinaby Corps. 


Conferred by the King of the Belgians. 

Ordre de Leopold. 

Chevalier—Lieut.-Col. D. S. Tamblyn, o.b.e., d.s.o 
Can. a.v.c. 

Conferred by the President of the French Republic. 
Cboix de Ouebbe. 

Maj. (temp. Lt.-Col.) A. W. Mason, f.r.c.v.s., t.d. (t.f.) 
Oapt. Cf E. Neill (t.f.). 

Obdbe du Merits Agricole. 

Officier—Temp. Mai.T. F. G. Hobday, o.M.o., f.r.o.v.8. ; 
Maj. (temp. Lt.-Col.) A. W. Mason, o.b.e., f.b.o.v.8., 
t.d., a.v.8. (ret. t.f.) ; Maj. E. M. Perry, o.b.e., 

F.R.C.V.S.. T.D. (T.F.). 

Chevalier—Capt W. J. Bambridge, (Spec. Res.); temp. 
Capt. J. M. Brown ; temp. Capt. W. B. De Vine, m.c.: 
temp. Capt T. Gordon, m.o. ; Capt. (actg. Maj.) E. 
Hearne, o.b.e. ; Capt F. rT ~ 

Maj. (actg. Lt.-Col.) W. W. 

Bt. Lt.-Col. W. H. Nicol; 

Mogg, o.b.r: Capt. (actg. 
temp. Maj. W. H. Taylor. 

Mkdaille de la Reoonnai88ange Francaise, 

3rd Class (en Bronze). 

Capt. (temp. Maj.) W. Ascott, o.b.e. (t.f.). 

Conferred by the President of the Portuguese Republic. 

Military Order of Aviz. 

Commander—Capt. (temp. Maj.) (actg. Lt.-Col.) W. H. 
Walker, d.8.o. 

Chevalier—Capt. and Brev. Maj. (actg. Maj.) A. A 
Pryer, d.s.o. 


o. o. Jill 18 j 

R. Neale, o b.e * Maj. and 
temp. Maj. G. B. C. Rees- 
Maj.) F. R. Roche-Kelly ; 


Extracts from London Gazette 

War Office, Whitehall, Sept 26. 
Rkular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps 
Mai. E. B. Bartlett relinquishes the actg. rank of Lt. 
Col. on ceasing to hold the appt. of A.D.V.S. (April 
30); Capt R. F. Stirling, f.r o.v.s.. Spec. Res., re 
Iwqui8he8 the actg. rank of Maj. (April 12). 

„ Sept. 27. 

upt L. L. Dixson relinquishes actg. rank of Maj 
(July 11); Capt L. L Dixson is placed temp, on h.p 
list on acct. of ill-health (Sept. 28) ; temp. Lt. J, 
McCunn to be temp. Capt (July 22). 


Oct 3. 

Capt. (actg. Maj.) S. J. Williams, d.s.o., relinquishes his 
commn. on account of ill-health (Oct. 4), and retains 
the rank of Maj. 

ml Oct. 7. 

The notifications regarding Capt. (actg. Maj.) F. B. 
Gresham, M.c., which appeared in Gazette of Aug. 13 
and Sept. 1, are cancelled. 

The War Office announces the following casualty :■— 
Accidentally killed: Morgan, Capt. A. D. 


, Corrections. 

Royal Vety. College, Dublin, 

13th Oct., 1919. 

Dear Sirs,—Will you please make the enclosed 
corrections to mv paper on “Rig Castration,” as it 
appeared in The Veterinary Record , and oblige,—Yours 
faithfully, 

J. J. O’Connor. 

P. 150, col. 1 ( Anorchid ) : for “Halliday ” read Hobday* 
(Ectopia): for “ inner aspect of the back,” read 
of the hock. 

Col. 2, para. 3, for “ Haliday,” read Hobday. 

Para. 6, for “ test situated 4-7 in, etc.,” read 
tail of epididymis situated. 

Para. 6, line 4, for “ interior border carries,” 
read anterior border. 

Line 6, for “ inferior border,” read postero- 
inferior border. 

P. 151, col. 2, para. 3, after “The inguinal region ” for 
“ Central, ,r read Control. * ’ 

In para, marked 2 (c), for “ limbs,” read limb. 

P. 152, in para, marked “ Danish method,” for external 
inguinal ring, read internal. 

CqJ. 2, para. 3, last lines, for “possible to diminish 
it,” read impossible , etc. 

P. 162, col. 1, para. 1, 2nd line, for “patient be,” read 
patient lie on the, etc. 

P. 163, Case II., for “ 14th day,” read 4th day. 

[In all but one of the foregoing, the print agrees with 
the typewritten copy. Presumably these were type¬ 
writers errors.] 
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New Post-Graduate Scholarship 
in the Edinburgh Veterinary College. 

On behalf of a client, Messrs. Jonathan Anderson and 
Sons, Writers, Glasgow, have handed over to the Royal 
(Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh, a sum of money 
for the institution and endowment of a scholarship to 
be known as “ The James Tindal Post-Graduate 
Scholarship.” The late Mr. James Tindal, in whose 
memory the scholarship has been founded, was a pupil 
of William Dick, and graduated from the Edinburgh 
Veterinary School in 1834. 

Immediately after graduation, he was sent by the 
Highland Society to Golspie, Sutherlandshire, where he 
practised for some years and gained a professional 
reputation of no mean degree. In 1840 the Highland 
Society presented him with a silver medal in recognition 
of his surgical skill in the treatment of a case of fistulous 
withers. Later, Mr. Tindal removed to Glasgow where 
he practised his profession until the time of his death 
in 1851. 


The scholarship now instituted in his memory is to 
be awarded each year to the most distinguished graduate 
of that year, and is intended as a means whereby the 
holder may be enabled to remain for an additional year 
at the College and therein pursue advanced study or 
research. 

The foundation of the Scholarship may be regarded 
as the first step in a scheme for the encouragement of 
post-graduate study and research that has been engaging 
the attention of the College authorities for some time 
past, and it is hoped that similar endowments will lead 
to further development in the near future. 


OBITUARY. 

Arthur D. Morgan, m r c.v.s., d.v.h., V. Inspector’s 
Office, Town Hall, Sheffield. Temp. Capt. r.a.v.c. 

Graduated, Liverpool, Dec., 1912. 
Capt. Morgan is reported accidentally killed whilst on 
Active Service. 
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Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Oct. 14, 1919 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
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H Weeftty 3oumaI for tbc profession. 

Founded by William Hunting, f.b.o.v.b. 

No. 1633. OCTOBER 25, 1919. Vol. XXXII. 


The N.V.M.A. Meeting. 

The postponed meeting of the National Veterinary 
Medical Association is to be held on Friday next, 
31st inst. as announced in our advertisment columns, 
and the Annual Dinner follows in the evening. 
Notices have been issued to all members on the list, 
and it is to be hoped that every member to whom 
it is at all possible will be present. There is need 
of increased cohesion in the profession to face new 
conditions and the many varying problems which 
are constantly arising. The efforts of the leading 
men in the profession are badly handicapped, and 
may even be brought to nought if they are not 
backed by the main body of the profession, and 
meetings such as this National are invaluable in 
that they help to bond the members both individu¬ 
ally and for the general advancement. Come now ! 
Don't forget the motto on the old sword-hilt, “ Who 
strikes quickly strikes twice." 

The New Bye-law. 

The discussion at the Council meeting of the bye¬ 
law prohibiting “ Covering ” and the employment 
of unqualified assistants was long, and not always 
illuminating. In the result, the bye-law was passed, 
and a proposal to defer the coming into operation 
was defeated. The decision is an important one for 
the profession. 

Undoubtedly the employment of unqualified 
assistants is wholly inconsistent with our claims as 
a profession. We cannot expect the public to recog¬ 
nise the difference between qualified and unqualified 
veterinary work while we ourselves ignore it in 
choosing our assistants. It is equally certain that 
the decision bears hardly upon some hard-working 
and respectable men; but some individual hardship 
is almost always inseparable from prohibitive 
legislation, and this particular legislation has been 
hanging over our heads for a long time, during 
which little has been said against it. There are 
many other good reasons for the Council’s action ; 
and the telling little speech by Maj.* Gen.'Blenkinsop 
stated one very strong one. Sooner or later, we 
are bound to take this step ; and more than one 
reason connected with demobilisation render it 
urgent to take it now. 

The Council, of course, does not propose to inter¬ 
fere with the skilled animal nurse, acting in that 
capacity alone. Such men are indispensable in 
many practices ; and so long as they are confined 
to their proper function, they are valuable to both 
profession and public. A difficulty arises in that so 
many of them are apt to exceed their right limits ; 
and it cannot be denied that qualified men have 
often encouraged them to do so. The bye-law will 


force qualified men to reoognise the difference be¬ 
tween allowing an unqualified employee to render 
occasional emergency service, and habitually using 
him as an unqualified assistant. In some individual 
cases, it may not be easy to determine precisely 
what function an unqualified man is discharging ; 
but the Council—largely composed of practitioners, 
should be well able to ascertain the facts. 

This familiarity of the Council with the condi¬ 
tions of practice ought to be a valuable factor. It 
should enable them to judge well the merits of in¬ 
dividual cases, perhaps to make some allowance 
for especially hard ones, and generally to carry out 
a much needed reform in practice with the minimum 
of inconvenience and hardship. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Alypin in the Nervous Form op Distemper. 

Jakob, in the Tijdschrift voor Veeartsenijkunde, 
reports the following observations.—He has re¬ 
peatedly used intra-lumbar injections of Alypin in 
the nervous form of distemper. He performs the 
injection between the last lumbar vertebra and the 
sacrum, and has also given some subcutaneous 
injections. He concludes that when myelitis and 
encephalitis appear in the course of distemper, with 
symptoms of paralysis and rhythmic and clonic 
contractions, lumbar injections of Alypin produce 
favourable but transient effeots. He also finds that 
the dog supports high doses of this drug. Symp¬ 
toms of intoxication do not appear even after the 
injection of five centigrammes of Alypin to the 
kilogramme of live weight. (Annales de Mid. Vit.) 

The Action of Some Drugs upon the 
Pulmonary Vessels. 

Bereoine published the following observations in 
the Bousski Vratch of 1914. Adrenalin, in con¬ 
centrations which produce a very strong constric¬ 
tion in the peripheral vessels, manifests no action 
on the pulmonary vessels ; and even vaso-dilation 
is frequently observed. Nicotine, pilocarpine, and 
barium chloride produce vaso-constriotion in the 
pulmonary vessels. Caffeine produces first pul¬ 
monary vaso-constriction, and afterwards, rapidly 
and constantly, a consecutive vaso-dilation. 

Atropine has no appreciable influence upon the 
pulmonary vessels; bnt, if these were previously 
contracted (under the influence of pilocarpine, for 
example) atropine causes the contraction to dis¬ 
appear.— (Bevista de Hygiene y Sanidad Veter - 
inaria). 

W.R.C. 
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n Txrr« t?t>i o Periodicals: The Journal of the Board of Agriculture ; 

(xlNUliiKlINvj l The j ourna i 0 f D.A.T.l. ; The Scottish Journal of 

We recently saw, at a farm, two hackney mares, Agriculture ; Revue dr Pathologic Comparie ' Journal 
and a foal which had been purchased three weeks of Physiology ; The Vetermam/ Review ; The l T eter- 
earlier at an up-country repository. In each case inary Journal ; The Journal ofComvarative Patliology 

-to* „tolU. of . toil w. U «{.«»-■!■« to E 

move. The animals frequently kioked out, and Ze J and j 0 ’ H „ ln i of Agriculture; Journal of Depart- 
were generally restless, and swarms of flies were imnt of - Agriculture,' Melbourne, Victoria • British 
hovering around the anal region. Medical Journal (per Dr. Bradley); N. ) r . University 

The anus was swollen, and angry-looking, fissures Veterinary Bulletin. 
were nresent: one of the mares, for some days after It was resolved That a hearty vote of thanks be con- 


uni TV U1UU ucsu uwvu uuiuuaowu UUAVU TTWVUU y * ' V 7 ' •' n | 

at an up-country repository. In each case inary Journal ; The Journal ofCommirative Patha 

as left of a tail was Lot continually on the ' 


hovering around the anal region. Medical Journal (per Dr. Bradley); N. Y. University 

The anus was swollen, and angry-looking, fissures Veterinary Bulletin. 
were present; one of the mares, for some days after It was resolved That a hearty vote of thanks be con- 
arriving at the farm, had very great difficulty in veyed ^e respective donors. 

3 J 6 J The Secretary reported that among the books recently 

aeimoawng. .... , . received there were several instances of the duplication 

The owner considered the condition due to some of veterinary periodicals. It was resolved That the 
irritating substance, probably " chilies,” which had Secretary be instructed to make a list of all duplicate 
been placed within the rectum of the animals before books and periodicals in the Library and with the view 
they entered the sale ring. There is no doubt the to their disposal to obtain from Colonial Veterinary 
case was a gross one of so-called “ gingering,” Colleges copies of the catalogues of their Libraries. 
Some years ago a conviction was obtained in one Presentation to Museum. The Sccretary reported that 

;»to 4-do. Wto to.of ibisw f af to 

late Professor Pritchard gave evidence for the ^ wafl re 80 i V ed That the heartiest thanks of the 
prosecution. It would seem that necessity still Q ounc ii be conveyed to Mr. Dollar for his gifts both to 
exists for the B. 8 .P.C A. to devote some attention the Library and Museum. 

to hackey sale rings. Purchase of Periodicals. The Secretary was author - 


F.T.H. 


1?0?al College of 
IDeterlnars Surgeons, 

( Concluded from p. 175.) 

Publication, Library and Museum Committee. 

The Secretary read the Report of the Publication, 
Library and Museum Committee as follows :— 


Purchase of Periodicals. The Secretary was author¬ 
ised to continue the subscriptions to the usual periodicals. 

Librarian. The Secretary submitted the report of 
the Committee appointed by the Ministry of Recon¬ 
struction on Libraries and Museums, Cd. 9237, and ex¬ 
plained the scheme for the correlation of all Libraries in 
Great Britain, including Libraries such as that of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. He also pointed 
out the need of additional book cases, and the necessity 
for a proper catalogue being prepared in order to make 
the books accessible to students. 

It was resolved That the Secretary be appointed 
Librarian to the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
That the question of the provision of book cases and a 

l • , . 1_I__ i _J 


Chairman. It was resolved That Dr. O. C. Bradley card index catalogue be referred to a Sub-Committee 
be appointed Chairman of this Committee for the en* consisting of the President, Chairman, Treasurer Mr. 


suing year. In the absence of Dr. Bradley, the President Garnett, with power to act. . . , 

took the chair. Register , V.i'O. The Secretary was instructed to ob- 

Presentations to Library. The Secretary reported tain estimates for the printing of the Register, 1920, in- 
that since the previous quarterly meeting, the following eluding the proposed additions, and to submit same to 


presentations had been made to the Library 


the Special Sub-Committee at its next meeting. 

Foreign Voting Payers. The Secretary reported that 


By Jno. A. W. Dollar m.r.ov.b., 300 books, periodicals ^ ^ received complaints from members resident in 
and journals. (English, French, German, Italian, ^ 0W Zealand t jj e effect that their voting papers had 

Swedish). mu W 1 rr- * nr, not reached them in time to enable them to record their 

By Sir F. Smith, k.c.m g., The Early History of Vet- voteg jj e a i 80 submitted a letter from the Post Master 
ennary Literature. Vol. 1. General stating that the period of four months allowed 

By Mr. W. H. Brown, The Veterinary History of the , fche Bye _i aws wa8 no t sufficient to enable a reply to 
War m S. Africa, 1900-2, by Gen. Sir F. Smith, The received from the more distant parts of the postal 
History of Small-Pox in Australia, 1788-1908. onion 

By Major R. S. Timmis, d.s.o., Notes on Horse- That the Secretary be instructed to 

mastership. i » r o tt n * issue the foreign voting papers in future on or about 

Pamphlets. “ Diseases of Animals,” Prof. S. H. Gai- \ Jjy ftn * ? n each ve&r! 

; A New Nematode fusing Parasitic Gastritis in The President : I propose that this be received. Mr. 


S r; A Jwew i>emawxie fusing ™a«iu C m The Pre8IDBNT . I propose that this be received. Mr. 

dyes. A. 3L. Sheather, B.Sc.; U.S. Dept, of Agriculture, p i j w m second that. (The motion was carried.) 
Bulletin 767. Oak-leaf Poisoning of Domestic Animal^ rr ^ LaW80N . i move the adoption of the Report. 

SSJ*- SS2ZL BsttfaTtoted ■*» —“to’ b£h ~-to 1 ' 


of Annual Vegetables, Cir. 17 : Farm Seeds, Grains, 
Mill Feeds and Concentrates, Bull. No. 36. 

Reports. Annual. Report of the Chief Veterinary 


Reports. Annual. Report of the Chief Veterinary Mr. Garnett read tl 
Officer, Board of Agriculture, 1918: Agricultural Special Committee 
Statistics, Board of Agric. for Scotland, Vol. 5, Parts r Tl 

n and III, 1916; Seventh Report, Board of Agric. 
for Scotland, 1918 ; Annual Report on the Agric. Dept. auomittea. 

Nigeria. 1917 and 1918: Report of the Chief Vety. _ 


Mr. Lawson : I move the adoption ot the tteport. 
Mr. Price seconded the motion, which was carried. 
Department of Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction for Ireland. 

Mr. Garnett read the following Report of the D.A.T.l. 


Nigeria, 1917 and 1918; Report of the Chief Vety. 
‘Surgeon, 1918, Southern Rhodesia. 

Calendars . McKillip Veterinary College, 1919-1920; 
Cornell University, 1919-1920. 


Correspondence. The following correspondence was 
submitted. 

Treasury Chambers 

29666. 19. 29th August, 1919. 

Sir,—In reply to your letter of Bth ult, (16832/19) I 
am directed by the Lords Commissioners of Hia 
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Majesty’s Treasury to state that the minute of 1878 re¬ 
ferred to in your letter applied only to the office of Pro¬ 
fessional Officer and Chief Inspector under the Veteri¬ 
nary Department of the Privy Council. Other inspec¬ 
tors were appointed with Civil Service Certificates and 
without addition of years for superannuation, and when 
the post of Veterinary Inspector was declared to be a 
professional office in 1902 it was expressly provided that 
no addition of years should attach to it. Neither the 
minute of 1878 nor that of 1902 applied to Ireland, but 
it will be clear to you that the Veterinary Officers of the 
Department of Agriculture in Ireland would not be en¬ 
titled to an addition of years under the minute of 1902 
if it extended to Ireland and that they are not included 
in the minute of 1878. I am to explain that the post of 
professional officer referred to in that minute was that 
of the Head of the Veterinary Department. 

I am to add that my lords have felt able under section 

3 of the Superannuation Act 1887 to include in the case 
of Mr. Moore and Mr. Sinclair who have recently retired 
from the service of the Department of Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction for Ireland, on half of their tem¬ 
porary service after October 1878.—1 am, Sir, your obedi¬ 
ent servant, 

(Sgnd) T. L. Heath. 
R.C.V.S., 

10, Red Lion Square, W.C. 1. 
16832/19. 5th July, 1919. 

Sir,—I beg to refer to your letter of the 3rd May, 
which has been duly reported to the Council of this 
College. The statement of the Treasury that, section 4 
of the Superannuation Act having been repealed, their 
Lordships have no power to declare the situation of 
Veterinary Inspector under the D.A.T.I. to be a profes¬ 
sional office is duly noted. In view, however, of the 
fact that the post in question was gazetted in the London 
Uazette of 10th December 1878 as coming under section 

4 of the Act of 1859, it is apparently unecessary for such 
a declaration to be made, and my letter of the 11th April 
was written under a misapprehension. 

It would appear that in respect of classification, no 
difference exists between the post of Veterinary Inspec¬ 
tor under the D.A.T.I. and that of Veterinary Inspector 
under the B. of A. 

My Council would therefore once again direct the at¬ 
tention of their Lordships to the appeals which have 
from time to time been made by and on behalf of the 
veterinary staff of the D.A.T.I. for their pension and 
gratuity to be calculated on their full period of service 
as whole-time officers. 

The Superannuation Act, 1914, in repealing section 4 
of the Act of 1859,*providea that “ nothing in this repeal 
shall affect the rights of any person who, before the date 
of the passing of this Act, has been appointed to an 
office to which an order warrant or minute of the Treas¬ 
ury issued under either of the said sections applied.” 

It would appear to follow that all officers appointed 
to the Veterinary Inspectorate of the Irish Department 
prior to 1914 are entitled to a pension and gratuity cal¬ 
culated on their full period of service, and that m the 
case of an officer not having completed the required 
number of years of service for a full pension, the Treasury 
and the D.A.T.I. have the power to grant a pension 
based on a constructive period exceeding the actual 
period served. 

In the light of the facts now put forward I am direc¬ 
ted by my Council to ask their Lordships to give favour¬ 
able consideration to a review of the question of granting 
to these officers all the privileges that the holding of a 
“professional office * entitled them, and to the awarding 


of pensions and gratuities on the basis referred to.-—I am, 
Sir, your obedient servant, 

(Sgnd) Feed Bullock, 
Secretary, and Registrar. 

The Permanent Secretary, 

H.M. Treasury, Whitehall, S.W. 1. 

It was resolved, That the matter be referred to Mr. F 
W. Garnett with a view to further action being taken if 
necessary. The Secretary submitted a letter from the 
Secretary of the Veterinary Officers Association, con¬ 
veying a resolution of thanks to the President and 
Council of the College, and also to the Secretary. 

36, Mount Charles, Belfast. 

8th October, 1919. 
Dear Mr. Bullock,—It affords me great pleasure 
having to inform you that at the annual general meeting 
of the Veterinary Officers Association held in Dublin on 
the 28th ult., the following resolution was proposed and 
passed by acclamation. 

“ That the best thanks of the members of the Veteri- 
nry Officers Association are due and are hereby tendered 
to the President and Council of the R.C.V.S. for the 
efforts they have made and are making on behalf of the 
veterinarians serving under the Derartment of Agricul¬ 
ture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, and further 
that the best thanks of the Association be tendered to 
Mr. Fred Bullock, Secretaiy R.C.V.S., for his untiring 
courtesy and invaluable assistance.”—I am, very sincerely 
yours, 

(Sgnd) Thos. M’Guinness, 

Hon. Sec., V.O.A, 

Fred. Bullock, Esq., f.c.i.s., 

Secretary R.C.V.S. 

Mr. Garnett : I propose the reception and adoption 
of the report. You will see that although they do not 
admit the point that we have been contending for. yet 
they are practically acting on it, but acting onit only as 
an act of grace, whereas in my opinion it is a duty that 
they should recognise these years that have been spent 
in the department. 

Lt.-Col Brittlebank seconded the motion, which 
was carried. 

The President : I do not think you mentioned that 
you would kindly continue in office. 

Mr. Garnett : Yes. 

Election op Honorary Associates. * 

The President : The names of Honorary Associates 
have been hung in the room, and I will propose from 
the chair that the following gentlemen, whose names 
are on the list, be elected as Honorary Associates of this 
College 

Jean Fray, Inspecteur permanent du Service Vet4rinaire 
de PArm^e Fran^aise. 

Eugene Nicolas, V£t4rinaire Principal de 2e Classe de 
FArmee Fran^aise. 

Colonnello Cavaliere Olindo Bortolotti, Director of the 
Italian Veterinary Services. 

Tenonte Colonnello Guido Finai, Director of the Military 
Veterinary Laboratory, Milan. 

Colonel David S. White, d.v.m., Director of Veterinary 
Services, American Expeditionary Forces. 

Col. Clarence John Marshall, d.v.m., Director of Veteri¬ 
nary Services, U.S.A. 

Brig.-Oen. William John Neill, Director of Veterinary 
Services, Overseas Military Forces of Canada. 

Col. Charles Edgar Edgett, d.s.o., Director of Veterinary 
Services, Overseas Military Forces of Canada. 
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Col E. A. Kendall, C.M.G., Deputy I Director of Veteri¬ 
nary Services, Australian Imperial Forces. 

The proposal was carried unanimously. 

Secretaries to the Board of Examiners. 

Mr. Mulvey : I beg to propose the re-election of the 
Secretaries for Scotland, Liverpool and Ireland—Messrs. 
Baird, Blackhurst and Findlay Kerr. 

Mr. Carter : I have pleasure in seconding that. (The 
motion was carried unanimously). 

Admission of Women to the Veterinary Profession 

The Secretary : I have already reported to the Parlia¬ 
mentary Committee the state of the Bill which is in 
Parliament and still under discussion there. 

The President : Have you anything to add with 
reference to this item which came under the Parlia¬ 
mentary Committee, Mr. Qarnett 1 

Mr. Garnett : This is a question that we cannot help 
ourselves in, I take it. 1 do not wish to suggest that 
anybody does want to help it, because I do not think so ; 
but I think it has now been before the Council for six 
months, and it was held over on the last occasion on the 
advice of Mr. Thatcher because he anticipated the Bill 
would have become an Act before the present time. If 
the Bill becomes law it applies not only to the veterin¬ 
ary profession but to every other profession, and I think 
it would be only anticipating a certain event if we passed 
a resolution that any woman who presented herself for 
examination under our rules and regulations should be 
examined by our ordinary Examining Board. Of course, 
the option remains with the schools as to whether they 
will teach them or not ? but if they do not teach them 1 
think it is quite within the limits of probabiliiy that 
there will be a Women’s Veterinary College. 

I move formally that we do recognise women as 
coming within the meaning of our Acts and Charters, 
and if applications be made and they have complied 
with the usual regulations, we should examine. 

Mr. Mulvey : I am pleased to second that. I think 
it would be a more graceful act to admit them now 
rather than wait until we are forced to do so. 

Mr. Sumner : I support admitting them to our ex¬ 
aminations and qualifications. 

Mr. Mulvey : That is my motion. 

Sir John M‘Fadyean : 1 rise to move the previous 
question and to point that it is not wise to pass a resolu¬ 
tion like this. It is cowardly to do it, because you are 
only doing it because you think women will be admitted. 
1 can mention a much more solid reason for steadying 
your hands, and that is that such matters as the admis¬ 
sion of women to this profession ought not to be settled 
by the opinions of members of this Council but by the 
profession—which has never been consulted. I challenge 
anybody to Bay that he knows that a majority of the 
profession are in favour of the admission of women, and 
they will not thank you for having admitted them at 
the present time. 

Mr. Mulvey : You mean that is your opinion. 

Sir John M ( Fadyean : It is my opinion that the best 
course is to move the previous question. 

Sir Stewart Stockman : 1 second that, because I 
think we can quite well wait until this becomes law. 
When it becomes law we are obliged to accept them, 
and why draw attention to it now and invite these 
ladies to come in. 

Mr. Mulvey : Because we have already got applica¬ 
tions from lady candidates. 

Sir Stewart Stockman : Then let them wait until 
the thing is law. 

The President : I should like to have our solicitor’s 
opinion. He says that the first resolution is ultra vires, 
and if that is so it will settle it. 

Mr. George Thatcher : As I understand it, an 


impression is conveyed by this resolution that we are to 
admit women into the profession. I say at once that as 
the law stands at present we have no such power. That 
has been settled with regard to other professions. You 
will find that the medical profession and the apothecaries 
were obliged to get special Acts of Parliament for this 
very purpose. If we pass this resolution now we are 
committing ourselves to an opinion which is, as I said 
before, absolutely ultra vires, and which may land us in 
some serious difficulties. If your give to the world such 
an expression as this, and ladies come in on the face of 
it and spend their money and their time, they are en¬ 
titled to bring an action for damages against us. The 
advice of the mover and seconder of the previous question 
is perfectly sound. It is only a question of time : whjy 
not wait ( I suppose by the time ;we meet again this 
will have passed into law. It is the most prudent thing 
to wait till that happens. 

Mr. Mulvey : After the opinion expressed by Mr. 
Thatcher we shall have to wait. I withdraw. 

The President : The motion falls to the ground. 

Mr. Garnett : I do not know that I do give way. 

The President: We cannot very well go against the 
ruling of our solicitor. 

Mr. Garnett : A point has been raised by the solici¬ 
tor that I did not touch upon at all, and I think I have 
the right to reply. If he had not raised it I should not 
have asked to be heard again. He has raised the legal 
point, and I ask to be heard in reply. 

The President : I misunderstood you. 

Mr. Garnett : The point I want to raise is the posi¬ 
tion we would occupy if we passed this resolution. 
The solicitor has told us that it would be an illegal act, 
but I maintain that it would be a perfectly legal resolu¬ 
tion for this Council to pass, that we admit women to 
our register, and the position of those who oppose that 
is that having opened our doors to women they should 
apply for an injunction to restrain us from admitting 
them, and that is the proper legal position. If they do 
not agree with it let them get a legal injunction to re¬ 
strain us, and I will guarantee, no matter how much 
money they have at their backs, that they cannot get a 
Court of Law to substantiate their position. 

Sir Stewart Stockman : Why raise that position at 
alii 

Sir John MTadyean : Perhaps I may be allowed to 
say something as the mover of the other resolution. 
With respect to veterinary matters in many affairs I at¬ 
tach great importance to the opinion of Mr. Garnett, 
but when the question is one of law I prefer the opinion 
of our solicitor, and I move the previous question. 

The President : I think the thing falls to the ground 
now. 

Mr. Garnett : I withdraw my resolution. 

The meeting then closed, and a special meeting of the 
Council followed. 

SPECIAL MEETING. 

Immediately following the ordinary meeting of the 
Council a special meeting was held for presentation of 
the new bye-laws. 

The minutes of the previous special meeting, having 
been circulated, were taken as read, and confirmed. 

The President : I formally move that the revised 
bye-laws, a copy of which you have, be adopted. 

Mr. Trigger : Are you going to take them en masse 1 

The President : I think so; we can take them in 
that way for the purpose of discussion and you can 
raise your objections, it any. I do not think you ought 
to touch the examination part, which has not been dealt 
with at all. 

Mr. Garnett : I will second the motion. I should 
just like to say that I should like sub-section (iii) of 
clause 53 to be suspended for a period of two years. 
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(The sub-section referred to “ Covering or by his 
presence, countenance, advice, assistance or co-operation, 
knowingly enabling an unqualified person (whether des¬ 
cribed as an assistant or otherwise^) to attend or treat 
any patient, or otherwise to engage m veterinary practice. 
Nothing in this paragraph shall, however, prevent a 
qualified veterinary surgeon from employing a bona fide 
student or articled pupil, provided that he is not em¬ 
ployed in such a way as to lead the public to suppose he 
is qualified.”) 

Mr. Thatcher : I do not want to interrupt, but per¬ 
haps Mr. Garnett would not mind accepting one or two 
words there. 

Mr. Garnett : I will propose that the whole of the 
bye-laws, with the exception of that one I have indicated, 
be carried. 

Mr. Sumner : I think the wording of it might be dis¬ 
tinctly improved. 

The President : Can you very well do that 1 I would 
rather leave that to the legal officer. 

Major Abson : You willnave to suspend any alteration 
of the wording for three months. 

Mr. Garnett : I am advised by the solicitor that I 
should now move that the whole of these bye-laws be 
passed, and then the Council can pass a resolution sus- 

S ending either partially or in full the section I have in- 
icated. Therefore I now move that the bye-laws as 
suspended be adopted. 

Mr. Sumner : Before even that is done, is it open for 
the Council to consider the wording of this particular 
sub-section, or has this wording to be accepted ? 

Mr. Thatcher : The bye-laws should be accepted as 
they are and passed as they are, and subsequently the 
Council should pass a resolution somewhat to the follow¬ 
ing effect:—“ So far as regards bye-law 53 (iii) so far as 
it relates to unqualified assistants, it is not to come into 
force before such and-such a date.” 

Mr. Sumner : But even under those conditions I think 
that this is rather ambiguous. 

The President : Could not that question be raised 
afterwards ? 

Mr. Sumner : Could we adjust that wording before 
wepass it and hold it in abeyance? 

Tne President : The intention of the Council is to 
alter it, I think. 

Mr. Sumner : I thought it was holding it in abeyance 
rather than altering it, because I consider the qualifica¬ 
tion here and the exception is wrongly placed. In the 
first paragraph it actually debars anybody doing any¬ 
thing to attend or treat any patient or otherwise and 
then it goes on to qualify it and say that “ nothing in 
this paragraph shall, however, prevent a qualified veteri¬ 
nary surgeon from employing a bona fide student or 
articled pupil, provided, he is not employed in such a 
way as to lead the public to suppose ne is qualified.” 
My idea is that the words “ in sucn a way as to lead the 
public to suppose he is qualified ” should come in after 
that first sentence and should read “ To attend or treat 
any patient or otherwise to engage in veterinary practice 
in such a way as to lead the public to suppose he is 
qualified.” Then go on and say u Nothing in this para¬ 
graph shall, however, prevent a qualified veterinary sur¬ 
geon from employing a bona fide student or articled 
pupil provided he is not employed in the manner above 
indicated.” In one place you leave it absolutely bald 
and bare and threatening, and in the other form you put 
the particular qualification in. I really think that if 
that were altered it might appease many of the anxieties 
which I know many members of the profession are ex¬ 
pressing at the present time. 

Col. Brittlebank: What is the position of the 
Council at the present time ? 

Mr. Sumner : That is what I wanted to know. 


1S5 


The President : We are advised to pass the bye-laws 
in the present form—that is the legal advice. 

Sir John MTadyean : With regard to the observa¬ 
tions just made by Mr. Sumner, might I say that Mr. 
Sumner certainly had earlier opportunities to raise the 
points which he has now brought before us, and further 
that the exact phraseology of this particular bye-law 
was the subject of prolonged and anxious consideration 
by the sub-committee, ana it represents, in their opinion, 
the best form of words to carry out what are our inten¬ 
tions. As to the thing being bald and threatening, that 
was the intention. Naturally anything of this kind is 
threatening, inasmuch as it has to declare the conse¬ 
quences and declare certain things as prohibited. 

Mr. Sumner : May I say that I regret if I have not 
taken every opportunity which perhaps I should have 
taken. I may remind tne Council that I was not a mem¬ 
ber of the Bye-laws Committee, but that does not pre¬ 
vent me offering my opinion on this particular matter, 
and I certainly think that if it could be so altered it 
might appease many anxieties, as I have said before, 
that do exist. 

Sir Stewart Stockman : What are the anxieties ? 

Mr. Sumner : I will leave others to say that. 

Mr. Male : I think the wording of the bye-law is 
rather unfortunate, and I should like to support Mr. 
Sumner in his remarks. As it is worded now every 

f iractitioner in the Kingdom will be breaking the bye- 
aw every day, because there is not a practice in England, 
I think, but what there is some man who, when the 
practitioner is out, is allowed to give a drink, or suture 
a wound, or render first aid to an animal which may 
come in. There are some practices where there are 
qualified assistants left to-aay, but in most of the 
practices there is somebody who does that sort of work, 
and if this becomes law that man will not be able to 
attend or treat any patient, unless you put in some such 
remark as Mr. Sumner suggested after that, “ in such a 
way as to lead the public to suppose that he is qualified.” 

Sir John M ‘Fad ye an : Might I ask if Sir. Male 
knows if these are practically the words used to give 
similar powers to the General Medical Council, and does 
he suggest that it is an illegal thing for a nurse to give 
a human patient a dose of physic or to do the things for 
human patients that grooms and such people do for 
horses ? Does be suggest that there is any danger of 
their being prosecuted for covering, or that a medical 
man who employs them is in danger of being prosecuted 
for covering f I submit that the construction which Mr. 
Male has put upon the bye-law is entirely erroneous. 

Mr. Burt : If you suggest that you must not employ 
these people in such a way as to lead the public to sup¬ 
pose they are qualified, it means that you are entitled to 
employ unqualified assistants, which does not seem to 
me a matter of words. 

The President : We discussed this clause for a long 
time, and after all we are the deciding factors in connec¬ 
tion with any case that may come up—it is not the out¬ 
side public, but ourselves. I do not think we need fear 
anything. 

Mr. Sumner : I have no brief for the unqualified man, 
nor any sympathy with him ? nor with those who manu¬ 
facture him, but my feeling is that the members of the 
profession should know that a man can offer those 
attendances which Sir John has noted without fear of 
coming under the particular charge of covering. I have 
done my best in different places where this has been 
challenged to assure men that such was the feeling of 
the Council, and that a man would not be proceeded 
against if he deputed to any handyman who is about 
most premises tne doing of bandages, or dressings, or 
administering medicine, or doing things which Sir John 
said a nurse would do for a human patient. The men 
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outside think that my opinion is far too generous, and 
that it is an agression on the part of the Council to make 
the possibility of those men’s services being no longer 
Acceptable to them. If Sir John’s expression of the feel 
ing of the Council goes forth —that these men are not 
likely to be interfered with when they are deputed to 
do certain things, the expressions I have heard in 
opposition to it will cease to exist; but without this 
discussion I know perfectly well that there would have 
been a feeling of intense anxiety in the profession. 

Mr. Male : After the expression of opinion of this 
Council I think members in the country will be quite 
satisfied. One does not like to feel oneself breaking the 
law in having a man to render first aid and that sort of 
thing. As it read, we should have to put that construc¬ 
tion on it unless the Council say that it is the generally- 
expressed view that that is not intended. We all object 
to unqualified assistants or people of that kind. I feel 
quite satisfied now. 

Mr. Price : In my opinion, if you pass this Bye-law 
53 it will produce such a bomb-shell m the profession 
that we shall hardly know where we are. Taking that 
into consideration, I have much pleasure in proposing 
that sub-sections (iii), (iv) and (v) be referred back to 
the Committee for further consideration, and if possible 
to obtain the general views of the profession with 
reference to them. 

Mr. Sumner : In what way? 

Mr. Price : In my opinion, the profession at large 
knows little or nothing about this particular bye-law 
that we are trying to thrust upon them, and I do not 
think it is fair or right, and I do not think it is prudent. 

The President : Before we go any further you move 
that as an amendment 1 

Mr. Price : Yes. I do not think it is fair, and I do 
not think it is prudent, for us to try and thrust this bye¬ 
law down the throats of the profession without discus¬ 
sion. It is easy to get the views of the profession 
through the different Associations, and, as it is a very 
important bye-law and one that demands earnest con¬ 
sideration from our point of view, I really think that 
would be the very best thing to do—for us to refer this 
back for further consideration ; say refer it back for 
twelve months, and then we Bhall have the views of the 
profession and know what we are doing. It has been 
stated that 60% of the assistants that veterinary surgeons 
employ are unqualified. I do not think it is quite so 
much as that, but I can safely say that there are quite 
50% of veterinary surgeons who employ unqualified 
assistants. (“ No ”). Roughly speaking there are 3000 
members of the profession, and if there are 50% there 
are 1500 unqualified members whom you are going to 
throw out of a job, and I think it is not fair to those 
men, many of whom have fought our battles in the late 
war. With those remarks I have much pleasure in pro¬ 
posing this amendment. 

Mr. Mulvey : I will second the amendment in order 
that the discussion may go on. 

Mr. Garnett : I should like to say a word on the 
general principles of these! bye-laws. When our Act of 
1881 was passed it was passed for an express purpose, 
and that was to enable the owners of animals to have 
the advice of fully qualified veterinary surgeons, men 
trained in the diseases and treatment of animals, men 
in whom full responsibility should rest. That was the 
be-all and end-all of our Act of 1881, and in that Act 
special provision was made to recognise what Mr. Price 
is now wanting to recognise, that is, the then existing 
practitioner. Every practitioner who had then been in 
practice for five years was placed upon a separate register 
and allowed to continue his practice. The whole object 
of that was to do away with unqualified men, and here 
we are, nearly forty years afterwards, trying to do the 
same tning over again. If the members of the profession 


from 1881 onwards had carried out the intention and 
purpose of that Act there would have been no unqualified 
assistants to-day. It is entirely owing to our own fault 
that we find ourselves in the position that we are.in to¬ 
day with regard to these men. We manufactured 
them, and they are now turning round and wanting 
recognition, as they did before and were recognised. 
Every obligation that was placed upon this College by 
the Act of 1881 to recognise the then existing practi¬ 
tioners has been honourably and faithfully carried out 
to its very last letter, and to repeat that again now, I am 
afraid, would be contrary to public policy. 

Mr. Carter: Do I take it that this means that these 
practitioners will be put on a separate register? 

The President : No. 

Mr. Carter : Mr. Garnett says that in 1881 these 
men were put on a separate register. 

The President : The men tnen existing. 

Mr. Carter : Is the same thing to be done again for 
these men ? 

Sir Stewart Stockman : We were actually asked in 
the House of Lords Committee whether the Board of 
Agriculture were prepared to form a special register for 
these people—it was put to me, and my reply was that 
I thought it would be exceedingly unfair tnat after the 
Act of 1881, which put all the existing practitioners 
practically on the same level as the qualified men, we 
should after forty or fifty years be asked to start another 
register. But it was put fairly and squarely : Would 
the Board of Agriculture form a special register or, 
alternatively, would they acknowledge them ? I think 
it is the most unfair proposition ever put to this Council. 

Col. Brittlebank : 1 hope that this Council, before 
taking action on this question, will take very great care 
to recognise its responsibility to the qualified members 
of this profession. (Hear, hear.) There seems to be a 
good deal more susceptibility or tenderness towards 
these gentlemen who are to some extent hangers-on of 
the profession than there is on behalf of our own 
members, and I do hope we shall remember that we are 
here to govern, and not to sympathise. What is to be 
the future of the young men coming into our profession 
in such large numbers as we have been admitting within 
the last few months ? Large numbers of students have 
come forward, many of whom have served in the Forces, 
to whom special conditions have been given, and every 
possible encouragement has been offered to these men to 
qualify as veterinary surgeons. What possible induce¬ 
ment is there to give them, if tender susceptibilities are 
to be exercised on behalf of the unqualified men ? The 
50 per cent. Mr. Price talks about—a very large number, 
are illegally or improperly described as veterinary 
assistants. Anybody may be an assistant in a yard. 
The fellow that wanders around and carries the towel 
for you may be an assistant, but he is not a veterinary 
assistant. I contend that it is quite time this Council 
took drastic action on this question, and observed the 
obligations that we are here to observe for the qualified 
men whom we represent. We do not represent the un¬ 
qualified men, and I personally do hope that, whatever 
concession you may give them of a temporary character, 
you will have the courage of your convictions and say 
that the time has come when the unqualified assistant 
shall cease to exist (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Banham : I remember perfectly well that, when 
the Act was passed in 1881 that Mr. Garnett has 
reminded us of, we were very generous to this class of 
men, and I do not see why we should be asked to be 
generous to them again. (Hear, hear). Our profession 
for years has been manufacturing these individuals. I 
have always told my neighbouring practitioners, and 
every practitioner I came into contact with, that soon 
they would, have these men setting up in opposition to 
them, and it came true in a great number of instances 
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in the case of grooms who had been giving a drink and Sir Stewart Stockman : Does Mr. Trigger mean that 
a ball or such like. Not only that, but they had mixed the profession are only in favour of this if the Council 
up the medicines for the qualified men, and became also passed a Bye-law as regards compulsory pupilage 1 
dispensers. I think it is time we stopped all this kind Mr. Trigger : I cannot speak for the profession, but 
of thing, and I think we might very well pass the Bye- I do believe this— 

law as it stands. The President : I think that is a digression, and is 

Mr. Mulvey : I seconded the proposition by Mr. Price introducing another subject, 
in order that this discussion might go on. I should like Sir Stewart Stockman : Mr. Trigger said so. 

to remind the Council that I took a very active part in Mr. Trigger : I say that it astounded me to hear that 

the passing of the 1881 Act, and certainly I do not there seems to be such a demand for compulsory pupil- 
intend to ruu away from it. I consider that this Bye-law age if this becomes law. 

should be passed as it is, certainly after the explanation The President : I will now put the amendment, un- 
that has been given that it was not intended to apply to less Mr. Price feels disposed to withdraw it. 
dressers, any more than in the medical profession nurses Mr. Price : I press the amendment, 

should be regarded as assistants. I have kept assistants The President : It is that bye-law 53, sub-sections 

for over 50 years, and I have always, with one exception, (iii), (iv) and (v), be referred back for further considera- 
had qualified assistants, and that exception was during tion. 

the war, and then it was a registered practititioner who Mr. M ulvky : Is that seconded 1 

was a Captain in the Army veterinary Department. The President : You seconded it. 

Sir John M‘Fadyean : In the first place I wish to Mr. Mulvey : Yes, but I withdrew it. 
say that I think it is absolutely deplorable, or it would The President : I did not hear you say so. 

be deplorable, if this Council showed any hesitation Mr. Sumner : Mr. Trigger will second it, surely, 

whatever it passing this particular Bye-law and followed Mr. Trigger : Yes, I will second that it be referred 
the advice which has been offered by Mr. Price. Mr. back. (The amendment was lost by a large majority.) 
Price seems to think that there is a danger that in thus The President : I will now put my motion that the 
acting we shall be going against the will of the profess- bye-laws be adopted as they are presented to-day. 
ion. I will make Mr. Price an offer. When the next Mr. Price: I should like to propose an amendment 
election approaches I will resign my membership here to that, that it be not put into force for two years, 
along with him if he will stand and claim to be elected The President : That will be taken afterwards, 

on the ground that he was opposed to this particular Col. Brittlebank : I second the proposition. 

Bye-law. I hope it is not correct that there are 1500 Mr. Price : Why cannot we have that in about the 

unqualified assistants being employed by members of the two years? 

profession. I should think if you divided it by 10 it The President : It is not legal. You will get a chance 
would be nearer, but whatever their number may be, I in a minute. 

declare that in my opinion it is dishonourable, and The motion for the adoption of the bye-laws was car- 
approaching dishonesty for a qualified member of the ried. 

profession to employ such men. Mr. Price : If I am in order now I move that this 

Mr. Trigger : I am a perfectly disinterested person, bye-law 53 (iii) (iv) and (v) shall not be in force for two 
inasmuch as I have never, except for three months, haa years. 

an unqualified assistant in 30 years, and I have no Sir John M‘Fadyean : I do not think that is in order, 
sympathy whatever with them. My sympathy at the Mr. Price : That is Mr. Garnett's suggestion, 

present time is with the men who have been forced to Mr. Garnett : Mine was a mere suggestion. I was 

employ unqualified assistants. I think the action of the very anxious that the bye-laws should be passed to-day 
Council is exactly on the lines which must come in due in order to legalise action we have already taken, 
course. This Act must come into force, and I thick it Sir John M‘Fadyean : I submit that this must be 
is far too drastic at the present time. I think at all the decision of the solicitor. If it is possible to move 
events there should be a considerable term given. Sir that the bye-laws which have just received the approval 
John brought forward the fact that we had no mandate of the Council can be suspended for two years, it is also 
from the profession. We have no mandate from the competent to defeat the intention of the Council, or at 
profession to act as we are doing. any rate to move frivolously that it be referred back for 

The President : Yes, under the Act of 1881. twenty years. Mr. Price’s intention is to move that the 

Mr. Trigger : My sympathies are with the principle bye law we have just passed be suspended for two years, 
involved, but I have taken a great deal of trouble to find Col. Brittlebank : Have we a definite proposition 
out the views of the profession, and 1 find that they are which has been seconded 1 

all on the same lines, that this must come indue course, The President: No, my ruling is that there is noth- 
and all the men whose opinions I have asked have said ing before the meeting. I nave no seconder to Mr. Price’s 
that before that comes we must have compulsory motion. 

pupilage. Mr. Male : I should like to second Mr. Price’s resolu- 

Sir Stewart Stockman : How many said that 1 tion that it be suspended for two years, and the reason 
Mr. Trigger : 1 took three leading men that I met I do so is this. I nave no sympathy with the unquali- 
casually and asked them each separately, and each one fied assistant—I have never employed one—but there is 
suggested that. I was quite astonished to find that they a large number employed all over England, and it would 
earn we must have men more practical than we can get be impossible to replace the unqualified assistant im- 
at the present time. I think myself it should certainly mediately. If you pass this bye-law to-day it would 
be referred back, and we should get more expression of mean that the unqualified assistant would have to be 
opinion from the various Veterinary Associations as to given notice immediately and a qualified man—or no- 
what should be done to fill up the supply in place of body at all, would have to be taken. That would dislo- 
these men. I have sympathy with some few men who cate a great many practices all over England, and I 
would be thrown out, and who have been getting their think it would be a decided hardship. For that reason 
living for a term of years, but I think it would be a very I second the proposition. 

drastic weeding out if we brought the Act into force at Mr. Thatcher : May I point out that there is a dis- 
tha nresent moment straightaway. I certainly think tinction here ] Mr. Price’s resolution is altogether to do 
thereshotrid be a time limit if the Bye-law is passed. away, for the present at any rate, with sub-sections (iii) 
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to (v). The discasBion has been limited as to whether 
or not unqualified assistants are to be excluded from the 
bye-law for the time. It makes a lot of difference. If 
you are goiDg to suspend the whole of this bye-law for 
two years you admit the whole question of covering ; 
anybody can go and cover anybody else, whether he is 
an unqualified assistant or not. Any resolution of this 
sort should be limited to unqualified assistants. I ven¬ 
ture to suggest to Mr. Price that he should word his 
resolution something in this way: “That Bye-law 53, 
sub-section (iii), so far as relates to unqualified assistants, 
shall not come into force before such-and-such a date.” 

Mr. Price : I accept that. 

Mr. Male : Yes. 

Mr. Burt : What difference does it make? 

Mr. Thatcher : The difference is this, that I limit 
the suspension of the bye-law to unqualified assistants 
only. The other part would be that any professional 
man could employ anybody else—that is to say, he could 
let Mr. John Smith at a distance of ten or fifteen miles 
treat under the name of Mr. John Brown. 

Mr. Burt : He would be still an unqualified assistant. 

Mr. Thatcher : No, he would not. He might very 
well take the money himself. This bye-law relates to 
the whole question of covering. 

Mr. Garnett : What Mr. Thatcher now suggests I 
maintain is tantamount to an alteration of the bye-laws, 
and, being an alteration and a very serious alteration, it 
should be suspended at least three months. 

Sir John M‘Fadyean : How if I moved that it be 
suspended for twenty years 1 You sec the dilemma in 
which Mr. Thatcher is landed. 

Mr. Thatcher : There is nothing here to say when 
these bye-laws are to come into operation. The idea of 
course would be that they came into operation directly 
afterwards, but I think I am quite Justified in saying 
that there nave been precedents in this College where 
after a bye-law has been passed the question has arisen 
as to when it was to come into force, and a date has 
been fixed. That is all I suggest. 

Sir John M‘Fadyean : I submit that in that case 
the notice as to when it was to come into force was sus¬ 
pended in the notice of the terms of the motion. If you 
rule, Mr. Chairman, that this motion is valid, then I am 
afraid it is incumbent upon some of us to speak again. 
All the arguments that can be cited in support of the 
motion I think can be adduced against the motion now 
proposed by Mr. Price. He has not indeed brought 
forward any new argument, but Mr. Male has—it is new 
on this occasion but it is a very old one, or at least it 
has been pretty frequently employed since this question 
has been discussed. One always finds that those who 
are opposed to such a bye-law as this plead that it will 
inflict very great hardship on the unqualified veterinary 
assistants—Mr. Male shakes his head. 

Mr. Male : That is not my argument. I spoke in the 
interest of practitioners. 

Sir John M‘Fadyean : Perhaps it is that the country 
will suffer, but may I point out that those who have 
been responsible for training these unqualified men can 
easily allow them to practise on their own account? 
Who is getting the profit that comes from employing 
unqualified assistants and to a large extent concealing 
from the public the fact that they are unqualified ? It 
is the qualified veterinary surgeon. 

Mr. Mulvey : He does not get much profit nowadays! 

Sir John M‘Fadyean : Whose interests are being 
vindicated here ? It is certainly not the interests of the 
unqualified veterinary surgeon, who as a rule is paid a 
quite inadequate salary. 1 invite those who have un¬ 
qualified assistants and who now find it necessary to get 
quit of their services simply to allow them to continue 
treating patients as they have before and appropriate 
the fees themselves. Mr. Price said something about 
this matter having fallen on the profession like a bomb¬ 


shell. As a matter of fact, we are advancing very little 
compared with what has been in our Bye-laws for a 
number of years. What I can promise is that there 
will be a bombshell in the profession if Mr. Price's 
resolution is carried, for I am perfectly sure there are 
members sitting here who will not rest on that, but who 
feel that to do such a thing would be to inflict a grave 
injustice on the young qualified practitioner, and it is 
time we gave up being dishonest with the public. I 
should like to put a question indirectly to those who 
have been defending the employment of unqualified 
veterinary assistants. Is there any person sitting round 
this Board who would employ for the treatment of his 
wife or any other member of his family, a medical practi¬ 
tioner who to his knowledge employed an unqualified 
assistant ? No intelligent person would do so, and I am 
sure that intelligent stock owners will express the same 
view with regard to the treatment of their animals. 
They wish to have their animals treated by qualified 
veterinary surgeons, and it is nonsensical to say there 
are not enough qualified veterinary surgeons to treat the 
animals which have been recently treated by unqualified 
men. 

Major-Gen. Blenkinsop : I should like to make one 
remark regarding this, and that is that at this period, 
when we are demobilising large numbers of men from 
the Army, it is anything but right that you should try 
to limit the time when you are going to enforce these 
rules against unqualified practitioners. I am daily in 
touch with members of this profession who are being 
demobilised, and large numbers of them find it very 
difficult to live. They come to me and ask all sorts of 
questions to get employment. In the next month or 
six weeks we shall have a very small Army indeed, as it 
is getting rapidly reduced, and our animal strength is 
going down. The men who are staying now are volun¬ 
teers, but many will have to be demobilised because the 
Army cannot pay them. Is it not right that you should 
make every provision you can to let these men come in 
instead of the unqualified, who have done the profess¬ 
ion more harm during the time I have been in it than 
anything I know 1 

The President : I think Mr. Price is quite in order 
in moving his resolution, which was seconded by Mr. 
Male, and if there is no amendment to it I will put it. 

Mr. Lawson : Will you be kind enough to tell us the 
amendment once more, so that we can understand it? 

The President : It is purely a question that it shall 
be suspended for a period of two years. 

Sir John M‘Fadyean : How much of it ? 

The President : That is not clearly stated. 

Mr. TnATCHER : “ Bye-law 53 so far as it relates to 
unqualified assistants not to come into force before two 
years. 

The President : It only applies to that one thing. 

Mr. Male : That it shall come into force after two 
years instead of immediately. That is all I seconded. 

On the amendment being put it was lost, 6 voting for 
and 11 against. 

The President : It is clearly lost. 

It was agreed that the confirmatory meeting should 
be held on the 24th October, at 2 p.m. 

On the proposition of Col. Brittlebank, seconded by 
Mr, Slocock, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to 
the President for his conduct in the Chair. 

The meeting then closed. 


Captain James Forbes, of Truro, has been appointed 
Veterinary Expert and Lecturer to the Cornwall County 
Council. 

Mr. J. G. McGregor, m.r.c.v.8., Kilmacolm, has been 
appointed Assistant Veterinary Inspector for the County 
of Lanark. While in private practice in Greenock in 
1914, Mr. McGregor was mobilised as veterinary officer 
to the Lanarkshire Yeomanry. 
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NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

South-Eastern Division. 

The second meeting of the Association, since re-union, 
took place on Thursday, September 18th, at the Bell 
Hotel, Maidstone. 

The President, E. Lyne Dixaon, Esq., occupied the 
chair and there were also present Messrs. Jas. Crowhurst, 
F.R.C.V.S., Canterbury ; C. Crowhurst, Maidstone ; E. 
Ebbetts, Rochester ; G. W. Dunkin, Canterbury : E. 
Morgan, Faversham ; W. Coveney, Headcorn ; A. L. 
Wilson, London ; H. B. Eve, Folkestone; J. Bell, Cat- 
ford ; F. C. Golden, Folkestone ; J. B. Buxton, London ; 
F. C. Gillard, Folkestone ; A. C. Burton, Battle, Sussex ; 
J. B. Dier, F. Marks, East Grinstead ; E. W. Morris, 
Uckfield, and the Secretary. 

Letters of regret at inability to attend were received 
from the following Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, Messrs. 
T. F. Hogben, W. W. Gulleford, A. T. Crowther, P. J. 
Austin, J. Washford, T. S. Price, A. Whicher, A. Spicer, 
T. W. Cave, T. Hibbard, C. Morgan, W. Caudwell, 
J. H. Ripley, E. M. Perry, and F. W. Robards. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
confirmed. 

Correspondence. Ministry of Health . A reply was 
received from ths Minister of Health (in response to the 
resolution of the Association that at least one veterinary 
surgeon should be appointed on the Consultative 
Councils set up under the Ministry of Health) stating 
that the suggestion would be borne in mind, but that he 
could not agree that it was desirable in the case of every 
Consultative Council. 

Letters promising support of the Association were 
then read from several parliamentary representatives. 

A letter was read from the County Council requesting 
a memorial signed by all the veterinary inspectors, in 
respect of increase of fees, after which a deputation 
could be arranged. It was arranged that action oe taken 
in accordance with the wishes of the County Council. 

The Newcastle Conference. 

The President then gave a resume of veterinary pro¬ 
ceedings. 

Gentlemen,—Before listening to what I am sure will 
be an interesting paper, kindly submitted to us by Mr. 
Eve, it is my intention to redeem the promise that I 
made to you at the last quarterly meeting of this Associa¬ 
tion in June, held at Canterbury, by giving you a short 
resume of the proceedings at the annual meeting of the 
Royal Sanitary Institute, Newcastle-on-Tyne. Whilst 
this was the thirtieth Annual Congress of the Institute, 
it was only twenty years since that the Veterinary pro¬ 
fession had its own veterinary section, in connection 
with the Institute, thus taking its proper position 
amongst other scientific bodies. 

It is not my intention to dwell on the many features 
portrayed in this wonderful centre of activity, with its 
world-renowned surrounding^ as doubtless you are all 
acquainted with the famous industries for which it is 
noted. Suffice it to say that the ancient city accorded 
the members of the Congress, a hearty welcome, and by 
wearing a special badge, provided for the occasion, they 
were enablea to obtain a free passport to trains, cinemas, 
theatres and all places of amusement, whilst the Lord 
Mayor and Corporation entertained tnem at a Garden 
Party in the park, and a dinner was held, on the last 
evening, at the Armstrong College, presided over by the 
Duke of Northumberland. 

To those not acquainted with the general working of 
the Royal Sanitary Institute Congress it may be inter¬ 
esting to note at the outset, that it consists of various 
sections, presided over by eminent men, dealing with the 
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different subjects under consideration. They are Sani¬ 
tary Science, Preventive Medicine, Veterinary Science, 
Engineering, Architecture and Hygiene. These different 
sections were largely attended by Medical Officers of 
Health, Veterinary Surgeons, Veterinary Inspectors, 
Sanitary Inspectors, Engineers, Surveyors, and others 
interested in these subjects, but as it is the veterinary 
section in which we, as veterinary surgeons, are more 
particularly interested, I shall proceed to give you a brief 
outline of our meetings. 

The average number present was about sixty, hailing 
from all parts of the United Kingdom—London, Birm¬ 
ingham, Manchester, Liverpool, Glasgow, Ayrshire, 
Sheffield, Durham, Kent, Blackburn, Edinburgh, Brad¬ 
ford, Lanarkshire, Berick-on-Tweed and many other 
places, whilst representatives of the Board of Agricul¬ 
ture and the R.A.V.C. were also present. 

Mr. Malcolm, f.r.c.ws., Birmingham, presided, and 
gave a very interesting opening address. The papers 
read and the interesting discussions which followed 
were on the following subjects 

1 “ Rabies,” by Sir Stewart Stockman, read by the 
President in the unavoidable absence of Sir Stewart. 

2 Parasitic Mange, by Prof Gofton of Edinburgh. 

3 The Utilisation of Condemned Meat, in the manu¬ 
facture of Pig, Poultry and Dog Foods (by Messrs. Lloyd 
and Priestly of Leeds). 

4 The Relation of County and Municipal Veterinary 
Inspectors to the Control of Contagious Diseases of 
Animals, and the fuller development of a wholesome 
meat and milk supply (Mr. Hugn Begg, County Inspec¬ 
tor, Ayrshire). 

5 The Position of Veterinary Science in this country 
and abroad in relation to Public Health and Agriculture 
(Prof. Share-Jones, Liverpool University). 

The length of these papers, and the considerable 
amount of discussion which ensued, entirely precludes 
me from dealing with these subjects in the limited time 
at my disposal. You will have an opportunity to peruse 
an account which will be published in our periodicals. 
I observe there is a condensed account of the discussion 
on one of these subjects (Rabies) in last week’s Veterin- 
artf Record. 

There are a few salient points arising from the remarks 
emanating from the various speakers, however, outside 
the subject matter of the papers, which were expressed 
afterwards. In other words, there was evidently a very 
strong feeling that 

There is a general tendency to a specialisation of vet¬ 
erinary science in these days of Progress, whether it be 
Dairy Inspection, Meat Inspection, or Inspection for 
the various Contagious Diseases of Animals. 

That the day is rapidly approaching when the whole¬ 
time veterinary inspector (men specially trained) apart 
from the ordinary practitioner, will supersede the, at 
present, part-time inspector in County, Municipal and 
Board of Agriculture appointments. 

A very strong feeling exists that all private slaughter¬ 
houses should be abolished and Public Abattoirs substi¬ 
tuted in their stead. At this juncture I will, with your 
permission, read a resolution proposed and seconded on 
this subject, the proposer being Mr. Deputy Neal of the 
City Corporation : 44 That in the interests of Public 
Health, no satisfactory improvement can be expected in 
the inspection of meat unless the Ministry of Health 
take the necessary steps to abolish all private slaughter¬ 
houses in Great Britain and Ireland, and that unless 
fully qualified veterinary surgeons, well-versed in meat 
inspection, are appointed to carry out the efficient in¬ 
spection of animals, the inhabitants of this country will 
continue to consume considerable quantities of diseased 
unsound and unwholesome food. We urce that ante¬ 
mortem and post-mortem inspections should in all cases 
be made.” 
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The motion was seconded by Councillor W. B&shforth, 
representing the City of Sheffield, and supported by lay 
delegates from Municipal and County Authorities and 
by several veterinary surgeons, and carried unanimously. 

National Association op Veterinary Inspectors. 

During the Congress, there was a special meeting of 
the National Vetennarv Inspectors’ Association, the 
membership of which numbers 300. Major Abson, d.s.o., 
presided, and was re elected President. Col Brittle- 
oank, c.m.c., was re-elected Treasurer ; and Trevor 
Spencer, Kettering, Secretary. There was a consider¬ 
able number of members present. Two members of our 
Association were elected members of the National. I 
was re-elected on the Council. 

After a short address by the President, Mr. Brennan 
de-Vine, f.r.c.v.s., of the Public Health Department of 
the City of Birmingham, read a paper on “The Position 
and Prospects of the Veterinary Inspector during the 
Period of National Reconstruction.” The discussion 
was opened by Mr. Male of Reading, and useful inter¬ 
change of views and opinions followed. 

I cannot possibly over-estimate the necessity of every 
veterinary surgeon joining the National Veterinary 
Medical Association. It is the Parent Socieiy of our 
smaller associations, where matters of importance such 
as scales of fees, are carefully considered, and where 
adequate steps are taken to rectify the same before th? 
proper authorities. Our claims as professional men are 
brought forward, wrongs are righted, and justice en¬ 
deavoured to be meted out. Even at that present 
moment, a meeting of the Council of the National 
Association is being held at the Grand Hotel, Birming¬ 
ham, for which I had a special summons to be present, 
and which I should have attended, had our own meeting 
not been held on the same date. This meeting was 
called to consider a substantial increase of fees from a 
certain Public Body, brought about by applications from 
this Association, and which would never otherwise have 
been obtained. It is only by unity and agitation that 
we come into our own. 

I am sorry to have detained you so long, as I feel 
there is nothing instructive from a professional point of 
view, but any questions that members would like to ask 
regarding any of the subjects referred to, I shall be only 
too pleased, so far as it lies within my power, to answer 
them. 


Mr. Crowhurst described the chairman’s resume as an 
exceedingly interesting one, and said the members of 
the Association were greatly indebted to him for his per¬ 
sonal attendance at the conference and for advocating 
the cause of the Association. In his opinion, every 
member of the veterinary profession should become a 
member also of the National Association, which could 
do very important work. As they knew, a radical alter¬ 
ation was necessary in regard to the slaughter of animals 
for food. Some thirty years ago he exerted his utmost 
efforts to get the private slaughter-houses at Canterbury 
done away with. There was a question of removing the 
market, and he advocated that if it was to be moved it 
should be as close as possible to one of the railway sta¬ 
tions, and that a public slaughter-house should be built. 
He met with considerable opposition from the local 
butchers. He hoped the Association would not let this 
matter drop without expressing an opinion in favour of 
public as against private slaughter-houses. 

A resolution of thanks to the Chairman for attending 
the Newcastle Conference was afterwards passed, on 
the motion of Mr, Crowhurst, seconded by Mr.,Eve. 

The Chairman, in expressing his acknowledgments, 
assured the members that he greatly appreciated their 
vote of thanks, and regretted that he was not able to 


S ive them a more comprehensive account of the work 
one at the Conference. 

[Owing to pressure on our limited space, Mr. Eve’s 
paper and the discussion following are unavoidably held 
over.] 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 

Hamilton, D., Ballina, Co. Mayo £110 
Fillers, A. W. Noel, Capt. r.a.v.c. 10 0 
Richardson, U. F., Kampals, U.P. 110 
Previously acknowledged £983 16 10 


Oct. tfj, 1919. £986 18 10 


UNQUALIFIED ASSISTANTS. 

Dear Sir^—I am quite in agreement with “ Pessimist” 
and “ Fair Play’s ” letters. For eighteen months previous 
to the termination of the war I was on the outlook for 
a practice and made numerous enquiries. In almost 
every case I found that, if there was not direct opposi¬ 
tion in the same town { there were resident qualified 
men, say four, six and eight miles distant. One wonder¬ 
ed where the so-called shortage of veterinary surgeons 
came in. 

Certainly stop employing unqualified assistants, and 
give the men who have returned from war-work a 
chance to establish themselves in civil practice. There 
is a limit to every man’s ability and capacity for work, 
and he who cannot undertake the work personally must 
either employ qualified men, or leave the work to others. 

Join the veterinary profession now \ No ! I would 
rather join the police force ! Now a days the lot of the 
average practitioner is a hard one, and the remuneration 
at times inadequate. 

Unqualified men do not trouble me, but as a side line 
I have just taken over a shoeing forge and Btarted a 
kennel. 

“ Disgusted.” 


THE COLLEGE FINANCES. 

The report of the Finance Committee at the last 
Council meeting is indeed dismal reading, almost as 
black as Sir John MTadyean’s suggestion—that the 
College ought to live on its capital and have a loan. 

I am repeating my subscription to College this week. 
About 1000 of us have subscribed, and I have been 
thinking that if they would all repeat, it would give a 
nice lift up to the College funds, would not leave us 
much poorer, whilst incidentally it would do a lot of 
good to our College. 

That members can stand by without offering any 
help is beyond the conception of man.—Yours, etc., 

The Gables, Chas. A. Squair. 

Reigate, Surrey. 


PESSIMISM. 

Following up “Pessimist’s” letter of last week, a short 
time ago I had a well-known specialist in operative vet¬ 
erinary surgery, (F.R.C.V.S.), to perform a certain opera¬ 
tion in my practice, and motoring along the country 
lanes our conversation drifted to the aspects of the 
veterinary profession. All of a sudden, the specialist 
ejaculated “ The profession isn’t worth a damn. I did 
not exactly fall out of the motor, but certainly I got a 
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bit of a shake up. The specialist performed a beautiful 
operation. Fee £10 10s. That night I was pondering 
over the specialist’s remark on the profession, and I cal¬ 
culated what would be the fee of a like operation on a 
human being, and I put it at anything from fifty to one 
hundred guineas. Pecuniarily that shows the difference 
in the medical and veterinary professions. 

Now I do not think I would have taken up my pen 
at the present juncture were it not that “ Pessimist ” 
quotes from a letter of mine where he questions the 
esprit de corps of the profession, and where I am called 
over the coals as a sinner re same. The sentence he 
quotes from my letter is as follows :—“ No veterinary 
surgeon of any standing would allow other veterinary 
surgeons to be prowling about his practice—there are 
ways and means to stop that.” The sentence was in 
reference to the veterinary department of the Board of 
Agriculture appointing veterinary surgeons as inspectors 
for large areas. 

I take it “Pessimist” has not been in practice for 
himself, therefore it would be rather difficult for he and 
I to think alike on the subject. The very fact of a 
veterinary surgeon arriving in your practice after you 
have reported an outbreak of disease lowers you at once 
in the eyes of your clients. Can “ Pessimist ” gainsay 
it 1 I will not thrash the question. Of course the veter¬ 
inary department of the Board is the aggressor, and as 1 1 
said in my former letter, the Board in many instances is 
defeating its own ends. 

However, I feel very sympathetic towards “Pessimist,” 
and there is no doubt heaps of truth in many of his 
remarks. But there is one thing that “Pessimist” 
ought to have tried before quitting the profession, and 
that is he ought to have started practice for himself. To 
make a practice in the veterinary, however, wants more 
doing, I believe, than almost any other profession in the 
world, and the successful man must be indeed a man of 
many parts. As I heard a well known F.R.C.V.S. once 
remark. “ If a man becomes successful as a veterinary 
surgeoD, in another walk in life he would end on the 
woolsack 

“ Pessimist,” where he touches on the esprit de corps 
of the profession, without a doubt is on the very ground 
that has kept us back all this time- there is no unity, no 
cohesion. If a member happens to become a professor, 
or is appointed a judge or inspector of a horse-show, or 
happens to get any slight elevation, he at once forgets 
that there is any other M.R.C.V.S. only “im” and the 
rank and file becomes a side-show. The medical pro¬ 
fession cling together like one man, and until the veteri¬ 
nary does the same, there can be no progress. 

There are certain things a veterinary surgeon has to 
do that tend to break you up, but at “ Pessimist’s ” age. 
taking an after-birth from a cow, or “cutting” a litter of 
pigs, I would have been in my glory. It all comes in in 
the day’s work. , , . . 

However, looking broadly into the whole question of 
the veterinary profession ; after being 30 years in prac¬ 
tice-having made it myself—a practice that pecuniarily 
runs well over four figures, I have formed the opinion 
that the profession is not a desirable one, and like 
M Pessimist,” after settling a few things, altho’ still in 
middle life, it is my intention to bid adieu to the veteri¬ 
nary, and settle down to the more peaceful occupation 
of husbandry.—I am, yours, 

Oct 15th, 1919. “ M.R.C.V.S.” 

fOur correspondent has an erroneous idea of the unity 
of the medicos ; but they certainly manage to act more 
effectively than we do.] 


Glasgow Veterinary College. 

A meeting of Governors of the Glasgow Veterinary 
College was held at the College, on Wedneday, 22nd 
inst., Professor Glaister in the Chair. It was reported 
that the following Governors had been appointed for 
the year ending 30th Septembes, 1920, namely :—By the 

C.C. of Renfrew Messrs. Matthew Bowie, 

William Marshall, A. A. Hagart Speirs, and 
John Wilkinson. 

C.C. of Dumbarton Captain Alan Burns. 

C.C. of Argyll Mr. Peter Reid. 

Glasgow Agric. Society Mr. William Strang. 

It was agreed to make the following appointments 
to the College Staff, namely :— 

Principal Prof. S. H. Gaiger, f.r.c.v.s. 

Professor of Materia 

Medico and Pharmacy John R. McCall, m.r.c.v.s. 
Professor of Chemistry David Duncanson, B.Sc. 

It was also agreed to appoint Professor James Murphy, 
the present Professor of Anatomy, as Emeritus Professor . 

Arrangements were made for proceeding immediately 
with the Appeal by the Governors to the public for a 
sum of £30,000 to meet the cost of alterations on the 
College Buildings and of additional equipment. 

It was intimated that Mr. W. J. Young, f.r.o.v.8., 
had presented about 200 Pathological and other Horse 
Shoes to the College, and he was cordially thanked for 
his gift. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


St. James’s Palace, Oct. 18. 

By command of the King Lieut.-Col. Prince Arthur 
of Connaught held an Investiture in the Throne Room, 
St. James’s Palace, at 11.30 o’clock this morning on His 
Majesty’s behalf. 

The following were invested with the Insignia of the 
respective Divisions of the Orders into which they have 
been admitted:— 

The Distinguished Service Order. 
Companions. 

* * * * 

Major Leonard Verney; Capt. John Andrews. 

The Most Excellent Order of the British Empire. 
Officers (Military Division). 

* * * * 

Major Frederic Mason, Egyptian Vety. Dept. 

(let. 22. 

Commanders (Military Division). 
***** 

Colonel Robert Stordy. 


Extracts from London Oanette 

War Office, Whitehall, Oct. 13. 

Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 
Maj. D. Bolton to be actg. Lt.-Col. whilst holding appt. 
of A.D.V.S. (from April 1 to July 23). 

Oct. 14. 

S.A.V.C.—Temp. Capt. F. J. Dunning relinquishes his 
comma, on completion of service (April 22, 1918), and 
retains the rank of Capt. 
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Oct. 15. 

Major O. S. Fisher relinquishes the actg. rank of Lt.-Col. 
on ceasing to hold the appt. of A.D.V.S. (April 16) 
(substituted for notification in Gazette of Sept. 12). 

Temp. Lts. to be Temp. Capts.J, B. Williams (July 
24); W. D. John (Aug. 12); R. L. Creery (Aug. 15). 

Oct. 20. 

Lt.-Col. and Bt.-Col. F. W. Hunt, c.m.g., c.b.e., relin¬ 
quishes actg. rank of Col. on ceasing to hold appt. of 
D.D.V.S. (May 14). 


UGARTA’S SUGGESTED METHOD OF 
CASTRATION. 

Sir,—With reference to the abstract on the operation 
given in your issue for September 27th last. 

It would appear that the effects produced by ligation 
of the Vas deferens, would be analogous to those that 
are known to occur when a testicle is grafted into a 
male castrated animal, or when an ovary is grafted into 
a female animal that has been the subject of an ovari¬ 
otomy. 

Schafer in “The Endocrine Organs” 1916, quotes as 
follows :— 

“ Removal of the generative glands in the young male 
animal usually prevents the development of the acces¬ 
sory generative organs, such as the prostate, and of the 
features that characterise the male sex externally. These 
changes may be prevented by successfully grafting a 
testicle in the castrated animal. Again, removal of the 
ovaries in the young female exerts a profound influence 
over the organism and prevents the development of 
many female characteristics. In some cases, even in the 
adult removal or atrophy of the ovaries has been noticed 
to lead to the development of male characters. Instances 
of this have often been recorded in birds. In young 
mammals removal of the ovaries is followed by arrest 
of development of the uterus. This may be prevented 
by successfully transplanting the ovaries, or by grafting 
an ovary from another animal of the same species into 
the peritoneum or elsewhere. It seems clear, therefore 
that the result of removal is due,'in both male and female 
to the absence of the internal secretion of the generative 
gland.”—Yours faithfully, 

J. F. D. Tutt, m.r.c.v.s, f.r.m.s., y . y . 

1 St. Cross Rd., Winchester, 

Oct., 22nd 1919. 


VETERINARY INSPECTORS AND THE 
TUBERCULOSIS ORDER. 

I assume that the Tuberculosis Order will, at some 
future date, come into force again. When it does, I 
have no doubt there will be a modification of the last 
one, and I hope for my own part, and I believe I am ex¬ 
pressing the feelings of many other inspectors, that the 
microscopic work which has to be done will be under¬ 
taken at a laboratory where every facility and advantage 
is afforded for such work. Samples of milk or excreta 
could be sent to such an institution. 

Every microscopist knows too well the elusiveness of 
the tubercle bacilli, and the difficulty one encounters 
time after time in running “the bug” to earth. The 
process of centrifuging, staining, and microscopical ex¬ 
amination takes a long time, and then is not always 
satisfactory, and I maintain that a busy practitioner, 
single handed, should have the advantage to send his 
specimens to a proper laboratory where this kind of 
work is undertaken, and by doing this, it would have a 
direct tendency to give satisfaction to all concerned. 
Hailsham. J. E. Wallis, m.r.c.v.8. 


Irish Public Health Council. 

The first meeting of the Irish Public Health Council 
was held at 33 St. Stephen’s Green, Dublin, on Thursday, 
Oct. 2nd, Dr. E. Coey Bigger, presiding. At the conclu¬ 
sion of the President’s address an informal discussion 
took place regarding the conduct of business to be 
transacted at future meetings. The co-ordination under 
one department of the various health activities came up 
for discussion and the various phases of health ad¬ 
ministration that might be brought into the purview of 
the Medical Services Bill. The immediate appointment 
of consultative councils was not contemplated. 

Mr. J. Ewing Johnston, on behalf of the veterinary 
services in Ireland, assured the Council of the assistance 
of the veterinary profession, and particularly of the 
North of Ireland Veterinary Medical Association, in ob¬ 
taining data in regard to public health. Contagious 
and infectious disease spread from animal to animal, 
from animal to man, and from man to animal, and to 
deal with such matters he contended that a central 
authority was required, with uniform regulations to be 
enforced in a uniform manner. 

Mr. Johnston was asked to prepare for a future 
meeting of the Council a memorandum embodying in 
detail his proposals. —The Lancet. 
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Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Oct. 21, 1919 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 

Note. —The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. • As diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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A good Lead. 

The letter from Mr. C. A. Squair in our issue of 
last week, intimating the repetition of his sub¬ 
scription to the College funds, sets a good example 
to the profession. This method of supporting the 
R.C.V.S. is well within the reach of most members, 
including almost all who have subscribed already. 
“ Subscribe once in the first quarter of the year; 
subscribe again in the second half-year, if tbe funds 
require it.” If every member who has subscribed 
once so far would adopt this as a working rule till 
the Bill passes, the R.C.V.S. would be able to keep 
afloat, ft is to hoped that many will follow Mr. 
Squair’s lead. 

The Veterinary Public Service. 

The paper by Mr. Hugh Begg at the Royal Sani¬ 
tary Institute Congress, printed in these columns 
to-day, is a combination of special knowlege and 
experience with weighty personal opinion which 
renders it peculiarly suitable for presentation to 
that particular gathering; and it also contains 
much to interest general practitioners. A point 
which may cause some divergence of opinion refers 
to the establishment of a system of County veteri¬ 
nary inspection ; but here Mr. Begg, while admit¬ 
ting some difficulties, seems to present an unanswer¬ 
able case in favour of a reform which most of us 
agree must come some time, though we do not all 
desire to expedite it. Another useful item, regard¬ 
ing which there can hardly be any difference of 
view in the profession, relates to the special 
“ Diseases of Animals (Lanarkshire) Order of 1907," 
the chief provisions of which are given. There is 
no doubt that this Order must have been the means 
of discovering many anthrax cases which otherwise 
might have gone unreported. All veterinarians 
will agree with Mr. Begg that similar Orders should 
be obtained by other County authorities, or, better, 
that the Board should apply a general order 
throughout the Kingdom. 

An equally incontestable question, too seldom 
mentioned, is raised by Mr. Begg’s reference to 
what he mildly calls an “ anomaly,” though it 
really deserves a much stronger word. To require 
a veterinary inspector to send specimens to the 
Board for confirmation whenever he diagnoses 
anthrax, while accepting his negative diagnosis as 
final, is neither sensible nor logical. While this 
system is in force, we can never be certain that the 
anthrax returns represent the true amount of 
disease in the country. 

The next few years may see a considerable 
alteration in our machinery against animal disease 
Public discussion of the whole subject by competent 
men is therefore a good thing just now ; and this 
paper forms and admirable starting point for it. 


On the importance of recording the Medical 

and Surgical histories of Animals, known to 

have suffered in their youth from Navel or 

Joint-ill, By F. T. Harvey, f.r c.v.s. 

The present note is merely intended to direct 
attention to a subject which does not appear to 
have hitherto received that recognition which its 
importance demands. The veterinary surgeon is 
greatly handicapped, as compared with the human 
physician and surgeon, in obtaining histories of his 
patients, but we might accomplish much more in 
this respect than wo actually do if a little care and 
trouble were spent in the direction indicated, not 
only in regard to joint-ill but in many other diseases. 

The old plea that busy practitioners have no time 
for such work is not well founded, and is only an 
excuse for a lack of enthusiasm, indifference, Or an 
absence of the spirit of enquiry. It has always 
seemed to me that a great number of the hardest- 
worked men in the medical and surgical worlds are 
tumbling over each other in their eagerness to re¬ 
count their results, experiences and conclusions. 
Indeed it seems necessary for them to do so, in 
order to maintain their positions in the front rank; 
while British veterinary surgeons as a body, have a 
leaning in an entirely opposite direction. May it 
not be in fact due to this attitude that our general 
advance is somewhat slow along certain paths ? 

Case 1. In April 1918 I saw a colt foal, ten days 
old, very lame in the off-hind leg. Tbe stifle and 
hock joints were distended with synovia, and were 
hot and painful. Temperature 103 F. The navel 
was not painful, and did not seem swollen. An in¬ 
jection of pbylacogen (P. D. and Co.) was at once 
given ; the colt was kept quiet, and the parts fomen¬ 
ted. The lameness disappeared in thirty-six hours 
and the joints soon regained their normal condition. 
The colt grew well, and a year later the owner 
thought him good enough for show purposes. He 
was taken in and looked over, and it was then found 
that there was a decided enlargement around the 
off-fore pastern joint. The animal, of course, was 
useless for show purposes, as it would probably 
have been thrown out as suffering from hereditary 
disease, in fact, “ ringbone.” Now r both the sire 
and dam of the colt in question were apparently 
quite sound animals, ana it seems reasonable to 
suppose that the enlarged pastern might be in some 
way related to the joint trouble noted as happening 
a year earlier. In fact, that organisms of somewhat 
low pathogenic power had become arrested in the 
tissues, and that the irritation resulting therefrom 
had caused the formation of a deposit around the 
joint. 
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May wo not find here a possible explanation of 
the etiology of some, if not most, of our oases of 
ohronio monarticular, and polyarticular disease— 
spavin, ringbone, etc., occunng apart from work, in 
young horses? 

I have reason to think that only a certain percen¬ 
tage of the colts whose systems have been invaded 
by the organisms of navel-ill, die, or exhibit gross 
lesions in early life, and that traces of the earlier 
infection are only revealed during the “ working 
age " of the animals. The problem is an interesting 
one and is deserving of attention. 

Case II. A colt foal was reported as having 
difficulty in rising. The stifle and hock joints were 
found to be painful, and swollen. At first sight the 
navel appeared to be normal but a little pus was 
found under pressure, between the dried oord and 
the living tissues, and from it an autogenous vaccine 
was prepared. The colt passed through a rather 
long and moderately severe attack of navel-ill. At 
the end of his first year he was doing fairly well, 
but growth had been retarded. During the second! 
year he was kept in a paddock in which there was 
a tree with low spreading branches. He no doubt 
spent much time under them and possibly rubbed ( 
against them. Later he was found to have a large 
swelling on the withers, and then there developed 
a fistula. Several pieoes of necrosed tissue were 
subsequently removed, the parts then healed, and 
have remained sound. 

Here, again, we have the suggestion an old residual 
infection—that the colt in fact still harboured in 
his tissues traces of the original infection, which 
would be ready to flare up and become an active 
eentre of disease from an injury whioh, of itself, 
would be insufficient to produoe’ more than a pass¬ 
ing slight reaction in a healthy animal, 

Case III. A Shire foal, in Maroh of this year 

E was reported as being very lame in the left 
»g. The Dam was affected with symbiotic 
mange, and waB frequently troubled with a condition 
of furunculosis in the limbs. Some of her previous 
foals had died of navel-ill. The colt was given two 
injections of mixed phylaoogen, the lameness passed 
away, and the patient throve amazingly for four 
months, when the lameness recurred. Anti¬ 
streptococcic serum treatment was carried out, but 
In a few days a huge swelling formed in the quarter, 
and death soon followed. Here again we have the 
long period of apparent health and then the fatal 
illness. 

Case IV . A Shire filly foal had apparently re¬ 
covered from an attack of navel-ill through which 
she passed in 1916 (an autogenous vaocine was 
used). One morning in the Spring of 1918 she was 
found on her side, unable to stand, and in a few 
hours was dead. I made no post mortem, neither 
did I see the mare on this oooasion. I can offer no 
explanation of the final illness, and simply record 
the history here. 

I might give the particulars of other oases point¬ 
ing in a similar direction, but the above may suffice 
to draw attention to a matter whioh has hitherto 
received little consideration, and may induce some 


practitioners at least, to record their observations, 
and thus assist the bacteriologists in unravelling a 
portion of the tangled web of navel-ill. 


BRACKEN POISONING IN CATTLE. 

As ap addition to previous records of deaths in 
cattle believed to have been due to eating bracken, 
one might add the following as strong evidence of 
such occurring. It is well known that cattle often 
eat braoken without any deleterious effect, es¬ 
pecially when grass is scarce, as was the case this 
summer. 

On the 25th Aug., last, I was asked to visit a 
farm in the next county to make a post mortem on 
the carcase of a bullock which had died after a short 
illness. Upon arriving at the farm I was informed 
that another bullock of the same lot had died two 
days earlier with similar symptoms. A smear from 
the ear vein was taken, with negative results as to 
anthrax. There remained alive of the lot, nine, 
which were removed to new pasture. On survey¬ 
ing the ground on whioh they had previously been 
for three or four months, one observed great areas 
of braoken stalks from which the green (leaf) por¬ 
tion had been stripped. On examining the carcase, 
blood was seen to have been discharging from the 
nostrils and anus. On opening the peritoneal cavity 
numerous haemorrhages were notioed in the sub¬ 
stance of the membrane. The rumen contained 
many bracken stalks, and the abomasum together 
with the intestines showed congestion, with 
haemorrhages into the mucous membrane. 

On the 81st following other two beoame ill, and 
on arrival found them greatly depressed, appetite 
in complete abeyanoe, blood tinged discharge from 
nose and mouth, and strings of clotted blood from 
anus, with black foul-smelling faeces. Temperature 
106° in one, 107*5° in the other. Laxatives, de¬ 
mulcent drinks, with tannic acid were administered. 
Dullness, however, passed into coma, with death in 
some 36 hours after the onset of illness. Post¬ 
mortem in these were as already described. 

Six animals died. None of the others were ill. 
What appeared most markedly was a certain lapse 
of time before the onset of illness. The last two 
that died had been removed three weeks previously 
to new pasture where there was no braoken. 

What is the explanation that some cattle can eat 
bracken with impunity ? 

In the next oounty to this (Sutherland) braoken 
is extremely common and no one there will believo 
it is at times poisonous. At one farm I visited 
lately, the farmer informed me he intended to out 
four loads for bedding, but twelve cattle had eaten 
the lot before he could get it out—without doing 
them the least harm. 

Invergordon. John Brown, f.b.c.v.s. 


There are four serious centres of foot-and-mouth 
disease, so far apart that it cannot be suggested that one 
has produced tne other. They are the Isle of Wight. 
Warwickshire, Lincolnshire, and Huntingdon and 
Cambridgeshire. In no instance has the origin of the 
initial case been ascertained. 
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AN UNUSUAL OPERATION. 

I examined to-day a very valuable shorthorn 
bull, showing the following abnormality:—The 
right testicle is of normal size and the scrot um 
well down, but the left testicle, which is of fair 
size though smaller, is situated under the abdo¬ 
minal wall, about 5 inches in front of the supra - 
anterior border of the scrotum on the left side. 
The gland is freely movable from before backwards, 
and to some extent downwards, but appears more 
or less adherent to the abdominal wall. 

The empty side of the wall appears flaccid, and 
quite oapable of holding its legitimate tenant, and 
my client wants to know if I can replace the 
truant in its normal position. 

I have never met with this condition* before, and 
do not know whether it is operable, though it looks 
simple, and is certainly tempting, as it would mean 
a good deal monetarily to my client. 

1 should be very glad if any of your readers who 
have met with such a condition would kindly give 
their experience, method of operation, and state any 
sequelae which may follow. 

Grosvenor Road, Edwd. P. Edwabds. 

Mold, Oot. 27. 


Double Cryftohchidibm in a Dog. 

Gago has recorded, in the Revista do Medieina 
Veterinarian the oase of a fox terrier, twelve months 
old and nine kilogrammes ( = about 19 81b.) in 
weight, of disobedient and ill-tempered character, 
who bit even his master. On that account it was 
decided to castrate him. There was no apparent 
scrotum, and a minute examination of the perineum 
and inguinal region convinced Gago that the case 
was one of abdominal oryptorobidy. 

The operation was performed aB follows:—The 
bladder was emptied with a catheter; and a pro¬ 
found and regular anesthesia was obtained by the 
preliminary injection of 12 centigrammes of panto¬ 
pon, followed by chloroform inhalations flfteen 
minutes later. The dog was placed upon his back 
for the operation. An infra-umbilioal laparotomy 
was then performed, and the testioles were secured 
and removed after ligating the spermatic cords 
with catgut. The peritoneum ana musoles were 
closed with continuous sutures of catgut, the skin 
was united with interrupted silk sutures, and the 
application of collodion and a bandage completed 
toe operation. A slight superficial infection of the 
wound ooourred, but yielded to ordinary local treat¬ 
ment ; and in all other respeots the recovery was 
uneventful. The efifeot of the operation upon the 
character is not stated. (Bevista de Higiene y 
Sanidad Veterinaria). 


Fleming : Gresy.—O n the 15th Oct., in Paris, Major 
(Bt. Lt.-Col.) George Fleming, Somerset Light Infantry, 
slier son of the late Col. George Fleming, o.b . to 
Marie Simone Gresy, daughter of the late Marie Joseph 
hwl Gresy, of Paris. 


l?o\>al College of 
Deter! nar\> Surgeons. 


A Special Meeting ot Council was held at the College, 
10 Bed Lion Square, Bloomsbury, W.C., on Friday, 
October 24th, 1919, Mr. J. McKinna, President, occupied 
the Chair, and the following members were present:— 
Major-Gen. Blenkinsop, n.s.o.; Sir John M'Fadyean, 
Messrs. Banh&m, Garnett, Lawson, Male, Saluabnry 
Price, and S. H. Slocock ; Mr. F. Bullock (Secretary! 
and Mr. G. Thatcher (Solicitor). 

Apologies for the inability to attend the meeting were 
announced from Messrs. Abson, Bradley, Gaiger, 
Gofton, Mason, McCall, Sumner, and Sir Stewart 
Stockman. 

The Minutes of the Special Meeting of Council held 
on October 10tb, 1919, were taken as read and confirmed. 

Confirmation of Bye laws. The President : I beg to 
move that the Bye-laws as amended at the Special 
Meeting held on October 10th, 1919, be confirmed. 

Mr. Lawson : I second that. 


The resolution was carried unanimously. 

Presentation of bust of the Prqf. Spooner . The 
Secretary : I should like to take this opportunity of 
announcing that Mrs. Pritchard has sent to the College 
the bust of her father, the l&te Prof. Spooner, which 
Prof. Pritchard had done by Luchesi, the sculptor, and 
she hopes that the Council will accept it. 

The President : I desire to move that the bust be 
accepted with the thanks of the Council. As you see, it 
has been plaoed in the Council Chamber, and it will be 
at the discretion of the Council whether it shall stay 
where it is now or be put iu some other suitable place in 
this building. 

The resolution of thanks was carried with 

The President : The Secretary will send a suitable 
reply to Mrs. Pritchard. 

Gentlemen, that concludes the business of the meet¬ 
ing, and I am personally indebted to you for the trouble 
you have taken in attending. 


Conference of Veterinary Inspectors »« f n m t ub 
University of Durham College or Medicine, 
Newgastlb-on-Tyne, on Friday, August 1st. 

The Relation of County and Municipal Veterin¬ 
ary Inspectors to the Control of Contagious 
Diseases of Animals and the fuller development 
or a wholesome meat and milk supply. 


By Hugh Bbgg, f.r.c.v.s., County Inspector, Lanark. 

As yon are aware, it is my duty to-day to initiate a 
discussion on 41 The relation of Ccunty and Municipal 
Veterinary Inspectors to (l) The Control of Contagious 
Diseases of Animals, and (2) the fuller development of 
a wholesome meat and milk supply ” 

No apology need be put forward for the inclusion of 
such subjects in to-day’s programme, for the Control of 
the Contagious Diseases of Animals and the fuller de¬ 
velopment of a wholesome meat and milk snpply are 
questions of compelling interest alike to the producer 
and the consumer, because of their intimate bearing on 
the fortunes of stock-owners and the wealth and health 
of the nation. With equal emphasis, it will be agreed 
that the relation of the County and Municipal Veteri¬ 
nary Inspector to the proper accomplishment of theee 
desirable objects is a matter of paramount importance 
to the veterinary profession, and peculiarly so to those 
of us whose present and future duty is, and will be, 
almost entirely embraced within their scope. 1 

I presume the intention Is that we should not confine 
ourselves to a recital ot our present more or lees trnex- 
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panded sphere of activities, but rather that we should 
turn our thoughts to the new and additional work that 
lies ahead of us, and we can do this the more readily 
since as regards a laige part of it we are in the fortunate 
position of possessing an exactly delineated programme 
of new legislation in the Milk and Dairies Acts of 1914 
for England and Scotland, both of which are likely to 
become operative in the near future, while the early re- 
inauguration of the Tuberculosis Order, which has been 
• in suspension for almost exactly five years, will renew a 
class of work with which many of us have already ac¬ 
quired some degree of familiarity. 

In asking me, a County Veterinary Inspector, to lead 
the discussion, the responsible individuals, foreseeing an 
early multiplication of such appointments, have, con¬ 
sciously or otherwise, paid a tribute to the foresight of 
the County Council which was the first to appoint, a 
whole-time veterinary inspector. As you are no doubt 
aware, the counties of Ayr, Lanark and Dumfries are 
the only ones in Great Britain that have, at the moment, 
a whole-time veterinary inspector, but it is certain that 
many of such appointments will be made in the near 
future. 

When giving evidence recently before the Government 
Commission on milk supply, various questions kindred 
to those we are discussing to-day were raised, and I took 
the opportunity of urging the imminent need for the 
appointment of whole-time veterinary inspectors by 
County Councils, and, as far as I could judge, my evi¬ 
dence only served to corroborate the views which the 
members of the Commission already held on this ques¬ 
tion, individually and collectively. 

While it can be truly said that the great war afforded 
unique opportunities to our profession for the advance¬ 
ment of surgical science and for gaining experience in 
and perfecting the means for controlling Contagious 
Equine Diseases, it has been responsible for much delay 
in the advance of veterinary science in relation to Pub¬ 
lic Health matters generally. But when County Councils 
receive official notice of the impending inauguration of 
the Milk and Dairies Acts and the re-enforcement of the 
Tuberculosis Order, the appointment of whole-time 
veterinary inspectors will be precipitated, for, as you 
know, the Milk and Dairies Acts provide that every 
Local Authority may, and when required by the Local 
Government Board shall, make such appointments. 
Moreover, the need for them will become imperative if 
the. extended work of veterinary inspection within each 
County is to be carried out with economy and efficiency. 

Prior to the passing of the Parasitic Mange Order of 
1911 and the Tuberculosis Order of 1913, the need for a 
whole-time veterinary inspector only arose acutely in 
such a County as Lanark, which had secured its own 
Diseases of Animals (Lanarkshire) Order of 1907, and 
wherein the various District Committees, acting under 
optional powers of the Dairies, Cowsheds and Milk- 
shops Orders of 1885 and 1889, had conducted by the 
hands of local practitioners, or specially appointed vet¬ 
erinary surgeons for each season, the veterinary inspec¬ 
tion of all dairy herds within the County Ripened in 
outlook by this experience, the appointment by the 
County Council of a whole-time veterinary inspector 
was an easy step that was taken early in 1910, and before 
the passing of the Parasitic Mange Order of 1911. One 
would have expected that the work of veterinary inspec¬ 
tion entailed by the Parasitic Mange Order and the 
Tuberculosis Order would have operated as a factor in 
the making whole-time appointments, and it is well 
known that many County Councils who had made 
special arrangements with private practitioners for the 
carrying out of their obligations under these orders 
were seriously considering the propriety of following in 
the footsteps of Lanark, Ayr and Dumfries, even before 
the Milk and Dairies Acts were passed. 


Since the advent of the war and until now— a period 
of five years—veterinary inspection has been more or less 
in a state of suspended animation, and now that peace 
has been signed, I have no doubt all responsible veter¬ 
inary inspectors are preparing for the additional work 
that will soon fall on their shoulders. It is self-evident 
that in the near future County Local Authorities will 
stand as much in need as our large Municipalities of 
whole-time veterinary inspectors ; men who will be de¬ 
barred from private practice, and occupy a position of 
absolute and beneficent neutrality in regard to the 
interests of private practitioners. 

What are the advantages or disadvantages that would 
attach to such appointments from the public point of 
view, and from that of the veterinary profession ? In 
my view, the local authorities and the public would 
stand to gain all along the line by the appointment of 
whole-time officials, and the only hardship I can think 
of would fall on those who at present hold part-time 
appointments from which they may derive a not incon¬ 
siderable portion of their yearly income, and whioh it is 
natural they would be loth to lose, considering the kudos 
and authority that attach to the holding of an official 
position under their local authority. But to secure the 
greatest good for the greatest number willg and must be 
the aim of every local authority ; and against the hard¬ 
ship to the hitherto fortunate few already referred to, 
must be set the fact that their official position has given 
them at all times an undue handicap over practitioners 
who are their rivals in private practice, and was a never- 
ending source of friction between men who might other¬ 
wise have been the best of friends. Though the new 
appointments will doubtless be open to all, no one who 
desires to exchange private for public work should have 
a better chance of success than the erstwhile part-time 
inspector of proved ability who has been rubbing 
shoulders for years with the powers that be. 

The advantages that accrue from the appointment of 
a whole-time County and District Veterinary Inspector 
are many and varied. Under his guidance, the veter¬ 
inary policy of the local authority becomes unified and 
therefore more consistent than it could otherwise be, 
and it is difficult to conceive their adoption of any policy 
that has not received the imprimatur of their veterinary 
inspector. Indeed, the usual procedure in all construc¬ 
tive work is for the veterinary inspector to submit his 
proposals to the County or District Clerk as the case 
may be, and when they emerge from his criticism and 
have his approval, their adoption by the County Council 
or appropriate Committee may be confidently antici¬ 
pated. Under such circumstances an experienced 
County or Municipal Veterinary Inspector may secure 
an almost complete adoption of satisfactory methods in 
the local control of the Contagious Diseases of Animals. 
And here I would like to pnt on record the the readiness 
that Sir Stewart Stockman shows at all times to help 
the enquiring veterinary inspector to decide the attitude 
he should take up in regard to any problem. 

Again, the whole-time veterinary inspector is always 
available for consultation with other officials, and for 
attendance at meetings of various committees on whose 
business his advice may be required. Further, the 
merging of all County and District veterinary duty in 
the hands of a whole-time official removes the anomaly 
already referred to that proves so vexatious to the private 
practitioner, who in most Counties just now is obliged 
to report to the local authority suspected cases of con¬ 
tagious disease in the stock of his clients so that they 
may be dealt with by a part-time inspector, who may 
be his rival in practice. 

And lastly, comparisons that have been made show 
that on the ground of economy, no County Local 
Authority of any importance will be able to undertake 
the obligations contained in existing and impending 
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legislation and justify its failure to appoint a whole-time 
County and District Veterinary Inspector. When the 
appointment of reliable and experienced officials has be¬ 
come general throughout the land, it is not improbable 
that more of the work pertaining to the control of 
animal diseases will be decentralised, and thus free the 
hands of the veterinary officers of the Board for the 
higher work of general supervision, research work, new 
propaganda and the protection of our shores from im¬ 
ported diseases. 

In estimating our relation to the Control of Contagious 
Diseases, perhaps we could attain our object best by re¬ 
viewing the present situation and the future possibilities 
in regard to each of the scheduled diseases m turn. 

Rabies ..—The present invasion of Southern England 
by this disease has provided, I believe, more cases with¬ 
in a short time than any former outbreak in Great 
Britain. The muzzling of dogs has not been made com¬ 
pulsory in Scotland, and it seems to me the needs of the 
present situation can be adequately met by limiting the 
enforced muzzling of dogs to those located within 100 
miles of any outbreak At the moment, even in Scotland 
many nervous people are giving a wide berth to dogs in 
the streets, ana not a few innocent animals have been 
summarily destroyed. The new Rabies Order makes 
ample provision for the proper handling of all suspected 
cases. 

Anthrax. The very marked fall in the number of an¬ 
thrax outbreaks in the last two years, when the supply 
of foreign foodstuffs has been very low and stock-owners 
have had to carry on with home-grown materials, em¬ 
phasises anew the belief that the importation of cereals 
is the chief cause of outbreaks in this country. It is 
worthy of remark that success has so very seldom at¬ 
tended the efforts of the bacteriologist to detect the an¬ 
thrax infection even in highly suspected foodstuffs. In 
quite a number of outbreaks wherein a fatality has 
occurred within a few days of starting a new parcel of 
cake and an examination of the herd has revealed 
several highly fevered animals, presumably anthrax in¬ 
fected, I have supplied our bacteriologist with samples 
for the feeding of guinea-pigs and the making of cul¬ 
tures, but the results have all been negative. In the 
majority of outbreaks handled by us, we have not been 
able to detect any second animal off colour, and so long 
as the microscopical examination of the blood of the 
highly fevered and presumably infected animal reveals 
no anthrax bacilli, its recovery is probable. On one 
occasion, fully two years ago, I found anthrax bacilli in 
the blood and the slightly coloured nasal discharge of a 
bull seven-and-a-half hours before he died of anthrax. 
In the majority of cases, however, the irruption of bacilli 
from the primary lesion into the general circulation is 
much more quickly followed by death than in the case 
referred to. 

I presume that in the near future, stock-owners will 
resume the extensive use of foreign feeding-stuffs, risk¬ 
ing their infectivity as before, when an increased number 
of cases will fall to be dealt with. Outbreaks among 
cattle are seldom very serious, if we except the danger 
of human infection, since in most years the average 
fatality is less than 1*3 victims per outbreak. In out¬ 
breaks involving several victims, the circumstantial 
evidence usually points to ingestion of infection as the 
cause of the first death, the later cases being traceable 
to culpable handling or exposure of the infected carcase. 

In dealing with suspected cases, the veterinary inspec¬ 
tor should be able to decide the issue on the spot in 
ninety per cent of cases, and if this is not done, the 
control of any outbreak is likely to be defective. Our 
procedure in Lanarkshire is to make the diagnosis at 
the farm—the inspector carries a suitable folding micros¬ 
cope and all that is necessary in a compact leather case— 
and in positive cases we take the necessary blood sam¬ 


ples for the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, plug 
the natural openings of the carcase, take full notes re¬ 
garding the outbreak, examine the other animals, and 
issue instructions for the care of the carcase pending its 
removal, and the reporting of any other case of illness 
that may arise during the period of restriction. We 
then get to the nearest police station, and report the 
outbreak by telephone to the police superintendent of 
the district, ask him to serve Form C and give him de¬ 
tailed instructions as to disinfectants and the degree of 
disinfection which he is to carry out. At the same time 
a message is sent to a special knacker, whom we have 
supplied with a suitable galvanised box adapted to his 
motor vehicle, in which it is his duty to remove the car¬ 
case and all infected material at once, for destruction 
under super-heated steam in a special digester. In this 
way everything infective is handled and removed and 
destroyed by experts, and we pay a contract price of H 
guineas for each carcase dealt with, and an extra allow¬ 
ance for mileage beyond a limit of twenty miles. I can 
recommend this method of dealing with anthrax carcases 
because of the results obtained in limiting the loss in 
nearly every outbreak to that of the original animal, 
and though we have dealt with over two hundred out¬ 
breaks in the past nine years, no case of human infection 
has occurred. During the course of the next seven days 
one or more visits are made to see that disinfection has 
been properly done and that the health of the stock re¬ 
mains good. As required by the Board, a swab and fixed 
smear of blood are sent to their Chief Veterinary Officer 
for corroborative diagnosis. We have never yet differed 
in our diagnosis of any case handled by my assistant or 
myself, but when confronted with the difficulty that 
obtains with a badly decomposing anthrax carcase, I 
occasionally find it necessary to take the precaution of 
making a culture, which when incubated for a few hours 
and examined serves to decide the issue definitely. It 
is appropriate that I should state the fact that the oper¬ 
ation of our special Order—“ The Diseases of Animals 
(Lanarkshire) Order of 1907 ” serves the purpose of a 
useful handmaiden to the Anthrax Order in compelling 
the notification of many cases that prove positive for 
anthrax, and which might not or would not have been 
reported under the Anthrax Order. Its chief require¬ 
ments are:— 

1. “ Every person in the County of Lanark having 
or having had m his possession or under his charge any 
head of cattle which is or has been suffering from any 
illness shall, with all practicable speed, give notice of 
such illness to the Local Authority, and if such illness 
has resulted in the death of the animal that fact shall 
be stated in the notice, provided that this regulation 
shall not require notice to be given : ( a ) In the case of 
illness produced by, or consequent on ? accident or calv¬ 
ing ; or, (4) Where the illness is certified bv a veteri¬ 
nary surgeon as not being cattle-plague, pleuro-pneu- 
monia, foot-and-mouth disease, or anthrax. 

2. Such notice shall be given either by letter or post¬ 
card addressed to the Clerk to the County Local Autnori- 
ty, County Offices, Hamilton, or by verbal intimation 
to any member of the Lanarkshire Constabulary. 

3. Where it is proposed by the owner to bury the 
carcase of any head of cattle the intention to do so shall 
be stated in the notice, and the burial shall not be 
carried out until the Local Authority have had reason¬ 
able time in which to examine the carcase. What is a 
reasonable time shall depend upon the circumstances of 
the case. 

4. Where the owner has disposed of, or intends to 
dispose of, the carcase of any head of cattle otherwise 
than by burial, the manner of disposal shall be stated in 
the notice required to be given under these regulations. 

5. Any person failing to give the notice prescribed 
by these regulations, or burying the carcase before the 
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local authority have had reasonable time for its examina¬ 
tion, in contravention of these regulations, shall be 
deemed guilty of an offence under the Diseases of 
Animals Act, 1894 

6. The expression ‘cattle 7 in these regulations means 
bulls, cows, oxen, heifers and calves. 

Several local authorities, in imitation, have adopted a 
somewhat similar order with good results, and I have 
the opinion that the Anthrax Order itself might be 
altered to include its main features. I venture to say 
that additional anthrax outbreaks, which at present 
escape detection, would then be revealed. 

I am sure we all appreciated the several reasons which 
led Sir Stewart Stockman to require the sending of an¬ 
thrax specimens to him for corroborative diagnosis, and 
though I feel sure that this control still operates in some 
cases to maintain the purity of anthrax returns, it is 
perhaps my duty to refer to the anomaly that permits 
the acceptance of the local veterinary inspector’s micro¬ 
scopical opinion as final in cases deemed negative by him, 
and in the more difficult microscopical diagnosis of sus¬ 
pected tubercle, as well as in mange cases, while speci¬ 
mens are still occasionally asked for in reported cases of 
sheep scab. Perhaps Sir Stewart will favour us with a 
re-statement of the position. 

Foot-and-Mouth-Disease. When an outbreak of this 
disease occurs in the area of any local authority the 
work of the local veterinary inspector is entirely, and very 
properly, subservient to the will of the veterinary officers 
of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries. There is, how¬ 
ever, much room for the display of common-sense when 
the County or Municipal Veterinary Inspector is asked 
to advise his Council as to the measures that should be 
taken by them to protect their borders when disease has 
broken out in one or more distant parts of the country. 
But inasmuch as contiguous countries, when dealing in¬ 
dividually with a problem common to all, are apt to 
formulate bye-laws so dissimilar that intercourse in 
what might be a safe exchange of animals is unduly re¬ 
stricted, it is invidious that any County should act “ on 
its own,” and the usual practice is for those Counties 
and Municipalities which are contiguous and have com¬ 
mon interests to bold congress and devise a common 
policy of procedure applicable to a large area of country. 
In such an event the veterinary inspectors of the local 
authorities should hold a preliminary meeting to con¬ 
sider the question at issue, and decide the character of 
the advice to be given by each to the delegates to the 
congress of his own Council. At its best, however, this 
procedure is too slow when the spread of disease is 
ominous, and in the interests of efficiency it would be 
better for the Board to impose on all local authorities a 
general order suitable to the needs of large areas, which 
would render it unnecessary for individual local 
authorities to issue special regulations. In cases of 
great emergency a temporary order, subject to future 
amendment, could be issued. 

It is a source of distinct weakness, when confronted 
with the possibility of invasion by an epidemic, that 
there should be so many small local authorities holding 
independent executive power under the Contagious Dis¬ 
eases of animals Acts. Unanimity of control combined 
with efficiency can only be gained by having reasonably 
large areas under one authority. 

Glanders and Farcy. Although the danger period 
cannot yet be said to nave passed, it is worthy of remark 
that the months go by after a great war, and the dispersal 
throughout the country of thousands of army horses, 
without any material increase in our Glanders returns. 
Contrasted with former post-war experience, this result 
redounds to the credit of the officers of the Royal Army 
Veterinary Corps, and speaks volumes for the efficiency 
of the Mallein Test. 

I understand that the less-laborious intra-palpebral 


test was in general use during the last two years of war, 
but there seems to be some conflict of opinion as to 
whether it can be considered more reliable for the 
majority of animals than the subcutaneous test. If such 
a simple test can be depended upon, the propriety of 
compelling its use either alone or in addition to the 
older test should be considered. 

Now and then one meets with animals that have 
never been exposed to infection which,* when tested sub¬ 
cutaneously, are thermally mallein-sensitive, test them 
when you may, and in such cases I have had much sat¬ 
isfaction in the joint use of the intra-palpebral test. 

Parasitic Mange. As this disease is dealt with in a 
special paper by Major Gofton, I will not take up your 
time with the problems its control present to my mind. 

Sheep Scab. This still maintains its sway in Great 
Britain notwithstanding the newer legislation. When 
we consider the efficacy of proper dipping alike for the 
cure and prevention of sheep scab, ana the acknowledged 
beneficent results of repeated dipping in ridding sheep 
of other skin parasites that hinder their growth and wel¬ 
fare, there seems to emerge a good case for an increase 
in the number of compulsory dipping periods. There 
seems to be no reason why we should not for a time en¬ 
force a compulsory double dipping twice a year for a 
period of three or four years, which would surely operate 
to reduce outbreaks to a minimum. Legislation might 
then be passed for the punishment of an owner who was 
found in possession of affected animals. 

Hill flocks are essentially the most difficult to keep 
clean, as it is not an easy matter to make sure that no 
sheep has wandered, from sickness or other cause, and 
having escaped dipping, constitutes a menace to its 
neighbours. Moreover, in some hilly districts an odd 
wild sheep is known to exists, and because it continues 
to escape handliug it may readily serve as a reservoir 
for the disease. 

Swine Fever. As the control of this disease is direct¬ 
ly under the Board, and as I have had no experience of 
the veterinary work involved, I leave the debate on its 
problems to those of you who are in touch with it. It 
seems to me, however, somewhat incongruous that a 
County Veterinary Inspector responsible for the control 
of contagious disease within his County should occupy 
a position of splendid isolation with regard to swine 
fever, not that I covet the work of the local veterinary 
inspector under the order, but because that, beyond 
hearing at each meeting of my Committee that restric¬ 
tion notices have been served on certain premises, I 
have no knowledge whatever of what is taking place 
within my sphere of control, and when I am occasionally 
asked regarding the number of animals affected or 
slaughtered or treated with serum, I am unable to 
furnish any information, nor do I hear anything of the 
results of serum treatment. The whole position will 
probably be reconsidered when the appointment of 
whole-time County veterinary inspectors becomes gen¬ 
eral throughout the country. 

Bovine Tuberculosis. I am not in a position to state 
when the Tuberculosis Order will be removed, or whether, 
under any new Order, power will be given to deal with 
cases additional to those amenable to the Order of 1914. 
It is certain, however, that the elimination of diseased 
animals that was accomplished in 1913-14 met with the 
hearty approval of stock-owners, and that they hope for 
an early renewal of the campaign. It cannot be said 
that the weeding out of diseased animals under the 1913 
-14 Orders had any very appreciable effect in lowering 
the total quantity of milk produced, but the inclusion of 
further forms of the disease within the scope of any new 
Order will have to be proceeded with in a way that pays 
due regard to the cumulative effect (in reducing the 
total milk supply) of an increased withdrawal of milk- 
yielding animals. 
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Because of this obligation, we cannot entertain the 
early adoption of a comprehensive programme that 
would aim at the complete eradication of bovine tuber¬ 
culosis. This would prove disastrous, for under existing 
conditions it is economically impracticable. The estab¬ 
lishment of tubercle-free herds throughout the land 
must necessarily be a gradual process and, without un¬ 
duly upsetting the milk industry, it could only be accom¬ 
plished under a scheme which at first limited its opera¬ 
tions to well-chosen centres and breeding herds where 
Uie percentage of affected animals is small, and extended 
its sphere of operation gradually as the number of ani¬ 
mals warranted free of disease increased and were avail¬ 
able for the setting up of additional clean herds. 

Unscheduled Contagious Diseases of Animals. 

Although the County or Municipal Veterinary Inspec¬ 
tor has no statutory power to deal with unscheduled 
disease. I think you will allow that it is his duty to take 
an intelligent interest in those contagious affections that 
are known to prevail among stock in his own district, 
and especially in those diseases that exact a heavy yearly 
toll, either in mortality or reduced values, or in botk 
It will be conceded that of these diseases epizootic abor¬ 
tion of bovines is perhaps the one that prevails most 
generally throughout the land, and at first sight would 
seem to be marked out for control by means of an Order. 
Indeed, many veterinarians and stock-owners who take 
a short view of the problem regard the absence of any 
control by Order over this wide-spread and highly con¬ 
tagious disease as unjustifiable ; since it is known that 
infected animals capable of spreading the disease are 
sold daily by unscrupulous owners in public marts. 
And while the buyer might proceed against the seller 
for damages at common law, the difficulties of providing 
absolute proof to conviction are too apparent to admit 
of his raising such an action lightly. 

I agree entirely with Sir Stewart Stockman’s expressed 
views as to the disabilities that would attach to the 
operation of any kind of Order for the control or stamp¬ 
ing out of this unique disease. It was therefore with 
some surprise that 1 read in the report just issued of 
the Travelling Commission of Enquiry into the Cost of 
Production of Milk, that recently took evidence through¬ 
out the country that—'* The Commission has been im¬ 
pressed during its investigations by the prevalence of 
this disease and by its serious effect upon the yield of 
milk. The Commission was informed at Exeter that 
this disease has been made compulsorily notifiable by 
the Devonshire County Council, and that Devonshire is 
the only County in England in which this action has 
been taken. The Commission considers that the results 
of this action call for its extension to the rest of the 
country, and for the enforcement of the necessary pre¬ 
ventive and curative treatment.” 

It is not in the least likely that their advice will be 
taken, and probably some of you gentlemen will be able 
to give first-hand evidence regarding the results ob¬ 
tained from the Local Devonshire Order of 1912. 

For some years prior to 1917 I collected statistics in 
our County regarding the prevalence of Abortion, and 
having evidence that much good was attending the use 
elsewhere of the vaccine “ Anti-Abortion A ” prepared 
at the laboratory of the Board of Agriculture and Fish¬ 
eries, and that very little of it was being used by private 
practitioners in the county, I persuaded my Council to 
offer a scheme of free vaccination to owners of infected 
herds who cared to apply for it. Considerable advan¬ 
tage has been taken oi the scheme during the past two 
years, and the results to hand are highly encouraging. 
There are, however, still very many who do not report, 
but accept their losses, surreptitiously sell affected 
animals, and keep their own counsel. If the disease 
were more fatal it would be tackled more energetically 


by all concerned, but I think there is good reason for 
believing that it will remain a canker in our herds for 
long enough, despite our knowledge of it and the means 
at our disposal for its control. 

Of several other diseases, especially of sheep, it cannot 
be said that they would lend themselves readily to con¬ 
trol by Order, but in virtue of the very grievous losses 
they entail, it is certain that so soon as investigators 
have determined their causes and evolved efficient treat¬ 
ments, owners will hasten to take advantage of any 
measures that are calculated to modify their losses. 

Bacteriological work 
of the Veterinary Departments. 

This has proved a gradually increasing quantity, and 
when the Milk and Dairies Acts and the Tuberculosis 
Order are put into operation there will be a large in¬ 
crease in the number of specimens requiring speedy ex¬ 
amination, and when we consider the amount of time 
that is necessary for the proper examination (especially 
of samples that prove negative for tubercle and mange), 
it behoves those who have not already made full arrange¬ 
ments to set their house in order. 

In Lanarkshire, as in the case of many large cities, we 
are provided with an up-to-date bacteriological labora¬ 
tory and an expert bacteriologist, who examines all our 
specimens and certifies the results, with the single excep¬ 
tion of those of suspected anthrax, which are dealt with 
in the field. 

If we had not such facilities in Lanarkshire, it would 
be necessary to equip a special veterinary laboratory and 
appoint another assistant for the examination of the 
many specimens that at times fall to be dealt with. 
With the present arrangement it is only necessary for 
me to see and verify those positive results that have a 
bearing on some impending Court case. While admit¬ 
ting the satisfaction one would derive from the possession 
of a fully-equipped veterinary laboratory, this is not a 
practical proposition as yet—even for the largest and 
richest Counties. Indeed, many local authorities are at 
the moment inadequately equipped—if at all even—for 
their joint medical and veterinary bacteriological work, 
and have to arrange for this being done by others. 

I am aware that the veterinary inspectors of some 
Municipalities do the microscopical examination of their 
own mange specimens, but I cannot say I envy them 
the task of having halt-a-dozen or more specimens to ex¬ 
amine at the end of a day’s work in the field, with the 
following day likely also to be filled up with engage¬ 
ments. The work needs more time, patience, and care 
than the busy inspector can afford, nowever great his 
experience may be, and though he may be able to under¬ 
take the work in quiet times, he should arrange for the 
expert examination at some central institution of those 
microscopical specimens which he has no facilities for 
examining or which he cannot undertake in busy times. 

The fuller development of a wholesome 
Meat and Milk supply. 

Compared with the future control of contagious dis~ 
eases of animals, it seems to me more difficult to envi¬ 
sage all the possibilities of the relation of the veterinary 
inspector to the fuller development of a wholesome meat 
ana milk supply. It is evident that in the near future 
there will be a great advance in this direction, for the 
opportunities are obviously great, while much that ob¬ 
tains to-day is palpably imperfect 

I would be presuming too much on my theoretical 
knowledge if I were to deal with the minutiae of the 
meat problem, since in my present position, anomalous 
as it may seem to you, it scarcely comes within my pur¬ 
view. Speaking generally, my interest in the problem 
leads me to believe that in so far as we in normal peace 
times advocate the utilisation of condemned meat resur. 
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rected by whatever process it may be to a state of inno¬ 
cuousness, we prejudice the advocacy of our advancing 
ublic health aims, and court destructive criticism at the 
ands of a discerning public. Oar combined and set 
goal should, in my view, be to do our part in securing 
for the consumer a sufficiency of food of all kinds, of 
guaranteed quality; and so long as we fail in this, prob¬ 
lems await the producer and all concerned. In propor¬ 
tion as we eradicate disease from our herds through the 
power that we hope soon to possess, the subsequent per¬ 
centage of sound carcases at the abattoir will increase, 
and the pressure in production will be correspondingly 
relieved. 

If in the case of meat, safety can only lie in the evasion 
of all possible danger, this is doubly true in the case of 
milk, especially for the young, the delicate, and the 
patient suffering from specific fevers, for whom milk is 
the chief diet. After many days, and taking full advan¬ 
tage of the needs of the nation during war-time, agri¬ 
culturists and milk-producers by effectively combining 
their forces have emancipated their callings to a state of 
affluence, and now that the consumer has to pay three 
pre-war prices for many essential food-stuffs, I venture 
to say that veterinary inspectors will have little com¬ 
punction in enforcing the provisions of the Milk and 
Dairies Acts, when they become operative, that will cause 
the milk-producer to improve many of the defects of his 
calling. 

When we consider the conditions under which winter 
milk is produced on many farms, it is unthinkable that 
we can continue to pay a flat rate for milk irrespective 
of its wholesoraeness or quality. Milk should be graded 
and paid for according to its grade, and this should be 
based not only on the richness of the article, but also on 
the excellence of the conditions under which it is pro¬ 
duced. To that end, the veterinary inspector should 
undertake a system of classification of all dairies based 
on the quality of the premises, the health of the cows, 
the milking of them, and the handling of the milk, etc. 
The produce of the fourth-rate dairy, though equally 
rich in fat to that of the first-rate dairy, should be paid 
for at a price twenty per cent under the maximum, and 
this would provide an incentive to make such improve¬ 
ments as would entitle the dairyman to a higher class¬ 
ification and a better price for his produce. 44 You can¬ 
not make a silken purse out of a sow’s ear,” nor can 
pure and wholesome milk be derived from defective, 
unkempt cows, housed in insanitary cowsheds, and 
milked in the dark by unwashed and careless people. 

Discussion. 

Mr. Deputy W. P. N eal (Delegate, Cattle Markets 
Committee, City of London) expressed his appreciation 
of the opportunity afforded to him to bring forward for 
discussion a subject upon which his Committee felt very 
strongly, and desired ventilating among Municipal and 
other authorities. He referred to the question of the 
abolition of private slaughter-houses and the substi¬ 
tution of public slaughter-houses under Municipal 
control. At the Cattle Market at Islington a large 
number of animals were dealt with, bo£h as regards the 
inspection of the live animals, and dead meat, by a very 
efficient staff headed by Mr. Hay hurst. Up to the time 
of the outbreak of war, an average of 500 tons of un¬ 
sound meat was dealt with—subsequently the Govern¬ 
ment took over the control of supplies, and the Market 
was now receiving animals sent by officials of the 
Government from provincial markets where the supplies 
were in excess of requirements. The effect had been 
that the amount of meat condemned had increased four¬ 
fold, and reached an annual average of*2000 tons. 

It seemed to hiB Committee that producers, knowing 
the system of inspection at Islington, were not prepared 
to take the risk of sending animals about which there 


was any apparent risk of seizure. These animals were . 
now included among those sent to Islington, but were 
formerly chiefly dealt with in private slaughter-houses 
where no qualified supervision or inspection existed. 

The advantages of public slaughter-houses and the 
expert examination of all carcases and organs imme¬ 
diately after slaughter were so apparent that it was un¬ 
necessary to dwell upon them. He was aware that in a 
few areas private slaugter-houses had been abolished, 
but to safeguard the supply of wholesale meat to the 
consumer it was essential that the system should become 
general. 

He therefore moved as a recommendation for con¬ 
sideration by the Council of the Institute, and with a 
view to the same being forwarded to the Prime Minister, 
the Minister of Health, and the President of the Board 
of Agriculture:— 

“ That in the interests of public health, no satisfactory 
improvement can be expected in the inspection of meat 
unless the Ministry of Health take the necessary steps 
to abolish all private slaughter-houses in Great Britain 
and Ireland, and that unless fully qualified veterinary 
surgeons, well versed in meat inspection, are appointed 
to carry out the efficient inspection of animals, the 
inhabitants of this country will continue to consume 
considerable quantities of diseased, unsound and un¬ 
wholesome food. 

We urge that ante-morten and post-mortem inspect 
ions should in all cases be made.” 

The motion was seconded by Councillor W. Bash forth, 
representing the City of Sheffield, and supported by lay 
delegates from Municipal and County authorities, ana 
by several veterinary surgeons, and carried unani¬ 
mously. 

Councillor Bashforth, of Sheffield, said he had great 
leasure in seconding the resolution so ably proposed 
y Mr. Deputy Neill. He considered the present 
system of having private slaughter-houses scattered 
throughout the country very unsatisfactory. He quite 
agreed with the remarks of Mr. Deputy Neill, but would 
like to emphasis the following points in favour of the 
erection of public abattoirs 

(a) Seeing that the slaughter of animals in public 
abattoirs would be carried out by expert slaughtermen, 
he was satisfied that the killing of animals for human 
food would be done in a much more humane manner. 
(6) The general sanitary surroundings would be more 
satisfactory, thus ensuring the best conditions under 
which meat could be prepared for human consumption, 
(c) He was satisfied that the whole business could be 
much more economically managed, and particularly 
good results could be obtained in the successful handling 
and utilising of the by-products, (d) Owing to animals 
being slaughtered in the open halls of.public abattoirs, a 
better quality of animals would be slaughtered, seeing 
that butchers would be able to see what class of animala 
competitors were killing, (e) He strongly advocated a 
complete inspection of meat by veterinary experts, and 
went even further to state his opinion—that not only 
the inspection of meat should be under the control of 
the veterinarian, but also that the general management 
of the abattoirs should be in the same hands. (/) In all 
ublic abattoirs a separate slaughter-house inspection 
lock, and a condemned meat store, should be set apart 
where all diseased and doubtful animals and carcases 
could be taken and suitably dealt with. In the past, 
many of the private slaughter-houses throughout the 
country were made use of to surreptitiously kill and 
dress such animals and carcases without inspection and 
supervision. 

Mr. Wm. Templeman, Chairman of Public Health 
and Slaughter-houses, Mid Ward, Co. of Lanark. 
(Torland, Dalserf, Lanarkshire). Said he strongly 
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supported Mr. Begg’a paper. His arguments were 
sound, and all his demands should be complied with, 
especially as regards milk and the carcases of diseased 
animals. It was sad to think that mao, the noblest 
work of God, and the cow, the greatest producer of 
human food, should be such victims to tubercular 
diseases. The medical profession has done everything 
possible for the human subject. There was a great 
increase in the number of doctors, nurses, and health 
visitors, and great expense incurred in erecting houses, 
hospitals, colonies, and recreation grounds ; but he was 
sony to say with, as yet, poor results. The veterinary 
profession should be equal to the medical in all respects. 
Several voices :—“ We are now ! ” “ In research work ? ” 
“ Yes ! ” Mr. Templeton said he was glad to hear that, 
and asked if they agreed with him when he said that 
more inspectors were required to have the work 
thoroughly undertaken and well done. The reply being 
“yes ! *he said. Well, with all your intelligence, com¬ 
bined with all the appliances at your disposal, give the 
cow your special attention ; eradicate the disease, and 
banish for ever the tainted meat still to be found for 
sale in our markets. 

Mr. T. Parker, Vety Inspector, Newcastle-on-Tyne : 
I would just like to put three points in support of the 
necessity of abolishing private slaughter-houses and the 
appointment of whole-time* veterinary officials within 
large cities and County districts 

(i) One morning on entering a slaughter-house, I 
found two butchers just completing dressing a bullock ; 
the butchers were literally covered in blood; the carcase 
was one from an anthrax infected bullock. After deal¬ 
ing with the carcase, employed premises, and in-contact 
cattle, the authorities in the district whence the carcase 
came were notified by wire. It was found that the ani¬ 
mal had been slaughtered at the point of death. The 
butcher who skinned and dressed the bullock was lying 
ill, and his medical attendant was somewhat baffled with 
the case. On having wire however, he immediately sus¬ 
pected anthrax in the butcher. The Utter was then 
brought by motor to the Infirmary, where he was oper¬ 
ated upon and his life saved. Had the case not been 
promptly diagnosed within the slaughter-house the 
butcher would certainly have died. 

(ii) On inspecting carcases of pork in a slaughter¬ 
house swine fever lesions were detected. Inquiries were 
made as to whence the pigs came. On visiting farm, an 
outbreak of swine fever was detected, several animals 
were found ill, several had already died of the disease. 
This case illustrates the value to agriculture and public 
health alike where the official holds the position of meat 
and veterinary inspector. 

(iii) That the Government department—in some dis¬ 
tricts at least—are now recognising the value of expert 
advice coming from one qualified in veterinary medicine, 
may be illustrated by stating that during the past twelve 
months the Ministry of Food and Meat (Distribution 
committee) have, with the sanction of the Newcastle-on¬ 
line Corporation Sanitary Committee, made use of the 
services of the veterinary inspector to examine consign¬ 
ments of frozen beef and mutton (under the Waste of 
Foodstuffs Order 1918) which had been condemned by 
various Local Authorities within the surrounding dis¬ 
tricts. In this way huge Quantities of wholesome food¬ 
stuffs have been saved to tne nation, which would other¬ 
wise have been destroyed on the advice of their medical 
officers and sanitary inspectors who. as might be expec¬ 
ted, have not the special knowledge to enable them to 
deal with carcases intended for food—as to their fitness 
or to what extent salvage might safely be carried out. 

The abolition of private slaughter-houses and the 
appointment of veterinaiy specialists would prove a boon 
to public health and agriculture alike, and be of great 
economic value. 


J. Cameron, m.r.c.v.s., Berwick: A few words on two 
items just mentioned in the useful paper we have heard 
read. 

(i) Contagious Abortion affecting our milk supply 
should be controlled by the Board of Agriculture. I 
have little hope from that source unless you apply much 
and powerful pressure. Speaking from memory—I 
think it was at the Windermere meeting of the National 
Veterinary Association that we “ Went for ’’ the Board 
of Agriculture in regard to Contagious Abortion. Well, 
what has the Board done all these years to stop the 
spread of that disease 1 It has been spread wholesale 
with impunity, and was the great cause of milch cows 
and our milk supply being so much reduced before the 
war. 

(\i) That the Veterinary profession could render a 
raucn larger amount of valuable service to the Nation 
in regard to our milk and meat supply if we were given 
the opportunity, I thoroughly agree. I go farther, and 
say tnat we have been too reticent in the past. We 
should have exposed the incompetence of the Board of 
Agriculture, tne Local Government Board, and the 
Medical profession. The public, and even our Local 
Authorities have no just idea of the incompetence and 
accompanying loss, both to man and beast, which has 
already taken place by divorcing the veterinary pro¬ 
fession from its legitimate function in that part of the 
National programma. 

The following case, which occurred in my own prac¬ 
tice, will show you where the missing links are often to 
be found in many a human case, as well as in this par¬ 
ticular animal one. A Farmer and Dairyman—on a 
small scale, in this town asked me to see his nice young 
mare, rising five years. He thought, somehow, she 
seemed to have got a cold and it was not going away. I 
attended her a considerable time and could make no 
lasting impression, I also had other professional as¬ 
sistance and we agreed that the indications pointed to 
Tuberculosis, but there was no history to confirm it. At 
last death and a post mortem revealed the real condi¬ 
tions. I sent specimens to the Royal Veterinary College, 
London, and Sir J. M‘Fadyean said they were about the 
finest specimens of Equine Tuberculosis he had ever 
seen. The said animal was bred and reared, trained 
and used by the present owner, and she had never been 
amiss in any way before ; she was foaled early in the 
season and was a few weeks on his own premises— 
cramped a bit for room—before the mare ana foal were 
sent away to a grass field in the country. The mare had 
plenty of milk—a good mother. During the few weeks 
of its early life, to make up for want of a large enough 
loose box, the foal was often allowed to roam at freedom 
in their small court yard, and thus it came into contact 
with the whole household. With its mistress and the 
maid servant it was a special pet. It was easy to re¬ 
member all this ; and at last the thought struck me, 
would it be the case that during these weeks of kindly 
intercourse the foal would come into contact with them 
when they were returning to the house from the cow 
byres, carrying the pails full of milk, and their kindness 
to the foal was demonstrated by allowing the foal to 
have a wee sip of cows’ milk on many of these occasions 1 
I also thought back about the history of the cows they 
had at the time it was a foal, and on that point the sub 
ject was quite plain and reliable ; some of these cows 
turned out thoroughly bad cases. I now made cautious 
enquiries about the nature and extent of the kindly 
relations which existed during these early weeks as be¬ 
tween Mrs. L. and her maid, and the foal, and I found 
that my surmises were true to the letter. 

The chain was now complete. Note also the same 
sequence as in the human subject—the seeds of the dis¬ 
ease are planted in early life, but frequently they do not 
develop until near the period of maturity. 
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Dr. Share Jones in reply said that he would be very 
brief, in fact there was really no criticism to reply to, 
insomuch as he was particularly pleased to observe that 
vhat he had said appeared to meet with the unqualified 
approval of all present. He was glad that a gentleman 
of such wide eminence and mature judgment as Prof. 
Matthew Hay agreed with his address, and that it was 
Dr. Hay's opinion that the closest association between 
the two branches of medicine should be maintained. 

He took no exception to the demand of the representa 
tive of Lanark—that the standard of Veterinary Educa¬ 
tion be raised to as high a level as possible, in fact he 
concurred in this view. He coula speak for the Un¬ 
iversity of Liverpool, where, he claimed, every effort 
was made to achieve this. In Liverpool the University 
granted a degree of Bachelor; a five years’ course of 
study was demanded ; Candidates were required to 
pass scientific examinations on precisely the same 
standard as candidates for the highest medical degrees. 

He believed that a high standard of education was 
the key to the future success of the veterinary profession. 
It was worth while devoting attention to this, and also 
calling the attention of the Ministry of Health to it, for 
directed on proper lines he believed that a great future 
was in store for veterinary science, especially in the 
field of preventive medicine. 

He thanked those present for the cordial manner in 
which they had received his address. 

NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

Central Division. 

The Annual Meeting of the Society was held at 10 
Red Lion Square, London, on Thursday, October 2nd. 
at 7 p-nL. Prof. G. H. Wooldridge (President) in the 
chair. The following Fellows signed the attendance 
book Messrs. W. Roger Clarke, J. B. Buxton, Fred 
G. Samson, H. D. Jones, J. W. McIntosh, G. Gordon, 
P. W. Dayer Smith, J. Willett, H. J. Parkin, Capt. 
Graham Kees-Mogg, and Hugh A. MacCormack, Hon. 
Sec. 

On the motion of the President, the minutes of the 
last Annual General Meeting were taken as read and 
confirmed. 

Correspondence. The Secretary announced that 
letters had been received from Messrs. E. L. Stroud and 
J. Coleman, regretting their inability to attend the 
meeting. Also a letter of resignation from Major-Gen. 
Sir Frederick Smith, as he is now living at St. Leonard’s 
on-Sea. 

The President said he was sure that all the Fellows 
regretted General Smith resignation. He was a man 
wno lent lustre to everything he dealt with, and he 
thought it would be a pity to lose touch with mm alto 
gather. He considered that General Smith should be 
made an Honorary Fellow of the Society. 

On the motion of Capt. G. Rees-Mogg, seconded by 
Mr. Roger Clarks, it was resolved to refer the suggest¬ 
ion to the Council for their consideration. 

The President said they had also received a booklet 
by Mr. A. Leslie Sheather, entitled “ A New Nematode 
causing Parasitic Gastritis in Calves.” It was decided 
to accord the thanks of the Society to Mr. Sheather for 
his pamphlet. 

Balance Sheet. In introducing the balance sheet, the 
President pointed out that it showed the Society to be 
in a fairly strong position. Although £21 had been 
given to the Anglo-Belgian Fund and £2 2s. Od. to the 
victoria Benevolent Fund, there was a balance in hand 
of £42 10s. lOd. 

Mr. J. McIntosh moved, and Mr. J. Willett secon¬ 
ded, that the balance sheet be received, and Its adoption 


(moved by Mr. Willett and seconded by Mr. Parkin ) 
was carried unanimously. 

Annual Beport. The President regretted that, 
owing to an oversight, it was impossible to lay the an¬ 
nual report before the meeting. It had, however, been 
submitted to the Council and adopted. 

Maj. Dayer Smith movpd that the report be accepted. 
He said it could be read in the published proceedings 
and confirmed, or otherwise, at the next meeting. Capt. 
Rees Mogg seconded the motion, which was earned 
unanimously. 

Peace Medal. Mr. J. Willett moved the following 
resolution : “ That a Peace Medal be awarded to the 
' best final-year student of the year, as indicated by the 
: marks obtained at the examinations held by the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons during the year corres¬ 
ponding with the current year of the Society, to be 
available for students of all the affiliated Veterinary 
| Colleges.” 

! The resolution, which was seconded by Mr. McIntosh, 
was di&cnssed, and it was decided that it should be 
1 placed on the agenda of the next meeting. 

Election op Officers. 

The President said it was his privilege to announce 
that the Council had recommended Mr. J. Basil Buxton 
to be President for the ensuing year. Mr. Buxton was 
one of their most regular and assiduous fellows, and had 
the interests of the Society well at heart. He had the 
greatest pleasure in proposing the election of Mr. Bos¬ 
ton ; no one would perform the duties of the. office more 
whole-heartedly than he, or to their greatei satisfaction. 
(Applause). 

Mr. J. Willett seconded the motion, which was car¬ 
ried unanimously. 

Prof. G. H. Wooldridge then vacated the chair, which 
was taken by Mr. Buxton. 

The President thanked the Fellows for the very 
great honour they bad done him. When he thought of 
the illustrious men who had occupied the position of 
President in the past he was filled with trepidation ; all 
he could do was to endeavour to merit the confidence 
that had been reposed in him. (Applause). 

Vice-Presidents. On the motion of tne President, 
seconded by Mr. J. Willett, Prof. G. H. Wooldridge 
and Messrs. G. H. Livesey, W. Roger Clark and H. D. 
Jones were elected. 

Council. Mr. J. Willett moved that the following 
fellows be appointed : Capt. Rees-Mogg. Messrs. J. W. 
McIntosh, W. S. King, W. Perryman, F. W. Chamber¬ 
lain, W. N. Thompson, W. S. Mulvey, A. E. Willett, W. 
R. Davis, H. J. Parkin, R. C. Irving, and C. H. Sheather. 
Prof. Wooldridge seconded the motion, which was car¬ 
ried unanimously. 

Treasurer. It was proposed by Mr. J. Willett and 
seconded by Mr. McIntosh that Mr. E. Lionel Stroud 
be re-appointed. Mr. Willett said that Mr. Stroud had 
been Treasurer for number of years and had worked 
exceedingly bard for the Society. (Carried unanimously.) 

Hon. Secretary. Mr. Samson proposed, and Mr. 
Roger Clarke seconded, that Mr. Hugh MaeCormaek 
be re-appointed. The resolution was carried with 
acclamation. 

Trustees. Mr. Jones proposed that the three retiring 
Trustees be re-elected. The resolution was seconded by 
Mr. Parkin, and carried unanimously. 

Auditors. Prof. Wooldridge proposed that Mr. 
Roger Clarke and Major Dayer Smith be appointed. 
The resolution was seconded by Mr. McIntosh and 
carried unanimously. 

Dinner Committee. It was resolved that the follow¬ 
ing members should be appointed to act-The President 
the Secretary, Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, Messrs. J. 
Willett, J. McIntosh, and F. W. Chamoertain. 
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Votes of Thanks. 

Mr. McIntosh said he wished to propose a very 
eordial vote of thanks to Prof. Wooldridge for his con¬ 
duct in the chair daring the past year. Prof. Wooldridge 
had commenced his official daties some years ago, and 
had performed them with conspicuous ability. Two 
years ago it was felt by the Council unfair to ask a new 
man to take over the duties of President, under the 
ezeeDtional difficulties; that had to be faced, and Prof. 
Wooldridge was asked to continue in the chair for an¬ 
other year because of his experience and strong person¬ 
ality. The members were greatly indebted to him for 
placing his services so readily at their disposal, and for 
carrying on the work of the Society with his usual 
ability. He asked them to accord to Prof. Wooldridge 
a hearty vote of thanks for his conduct in the chair. 
(Applause). 

The Hon. Sec. supported the motion. He said that 
Prof. Wooldridge had been their President at the out¬ 
break of war, and after, a short interval was asked to 
serve again in that capacity, and did so willingly. He 
had attended meetings most regularly throughout the 
war, frequently braving Gothas and Zeppelins for that 
purpose. All the fellows appreciated the services he 
had rendered to the Society, but none more so than 
himself, who had to fall back on him for so many things. 

The President said he wished to identify himself 
with the vote of thanks. It was an act of great self- 
aacrifice on Prof. Wooldridge’s part to take the chair 
again last year, at a time when he knew there was a 
great deal of work to be done, and that it was likely he 
would get “ all the kicks and none of the ha’pence.” 
The best thanks of the fellowB were undoubtedly due to 
him. (The vote of thanks was carried by acclamation). 

Prof. Wooldridge said he appreciated very highly 
the vote of thanks which had been accorded to him, and 
the terms in which it had been proposed and supported. 
The past two years had been very important ones in the 
history of the Society, because they had good reason to 
believe they had materially assisted the country, not 
only by the discussion of veterinary topics but also in 
matters of economic importance. Whatever services he 
had rendered to the Society were done very willingly, 
and had afforded him a great amount of pleasure. 
Duties that were pleasant were never onerous, and he 
counted that as his reward for presiding at the meetings 
during the past few years. He was proud of the fact 
that he had occupied the ch&ir both at the outbreak of 
war and the signing of peace. The duties of the Pres¬ 
ident, moreover, were not nearly as great as those of 
that other fellow of the Society—the Hon. Secretary— 
and he desired to propose a very hearty vote of thanks 
to Mr. McCormack for the very hard work he had done 
for the Society, not only during the past year but in 
previous years, and particularly during the war. It 
would have been impossible for any President to have 
carried on without tne zealous and energetic help which 
the Hon. Secretary had afforded. He had the greatest 
pleasure in proposing a very hearty vote of thanks to 
Mr. MacCormack. (Applause). Mr. MacCormack had 
come to the meetings under great physical difficulties, 
and at times when in very great pain owing to the 
accident he had suffered to his leg. As ex-President of 
the Society, he desired to express to him his very cordial 
thanks for the assistance he had afforded him. (Applause). 

The resolution was carried with acclamation. 

A vote of thanks to the Treasurer, Auditors and 
Trustees was proposed by Mr. J. Willett and seconded 
by Capfc. Rees-Mogg. The motion was carried by [ac- 
emmatioo. 

Annual Report. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen,—The Council are 
pleased to be able to announce that the session 1918-19 


has been a successful one. We resumed our monthly 
meetings in March. Six Fellows have been elected, and 
one resigned. We regret to report the deaths of Mr. J. 
Woodger and Mr. Chas. Sheather, who were very old 
Fellows of the Society, both were past presidents, they 
contributed several interesting papers, and until recent 
years they always took part, in the discussions. 

The annual meeting was held in October, at which 
Prof. G. H. Wooldridge was unanimously re-elected 

E resident. Seven ordinary and two Council meetings 
ave been held, with an average attendance of 17 at the 
ordinary meetings. We are glad to inform you that at 
each of our meetings we had several visitors, and their 
contributions to the discussions were very welcome and 
instructive. 

In March we held the annual dinner which was sus¬ 
pended during the war. It was well attended and was 
a great success. 

The following papers were read : J. 8. Buxton, Esq., 
“ Coccidiosis in tne Rabbit ” J. W. McIntosh, Esq., “ The 
situation of Veterinary Politics,” G. P. Male, Esq., 
“ Some observations on Equine Influenza,” each of the 
papers was thoroughly discussed, and ranch useful in¬ 
formation gleaned. 

A discussion was also held on a letter received from 
Leslie Scott Esq., k.c., m.p., respecting the condition of 
the horses in London, he mentioned several points, and 
asked our opinion on them, as he hoped to bring the 
matter before the House of Commons shortly. It was 
impossible to give definite answers to all the questions; 
several of them were quite out of our sphere. 

We sent resolutions to the North of Ireland V.M.A., 
supporting them in their endeavour to secure the ap¬ 
pointment of a veterinary surgeon to the Consultative 
Council of the Ministry of Public Health—Ireland. 
Circular letters were received from the Pieaident 
R.C.V.S., and the Royal Counties V.M.A. concerning 
the Ministry of Health Act, 1919. A copy of the reso¬ 
lution passed was sent to the Minister of Health—Dr. 
Addison, to the President of the Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries, to the President of the R.C.V.S., to the 
Director of Medical Research Committee, and also to 
each of our Fellows. 

We have to thank the following gentlemen for bringing 
forward interesting cases and specimens, Messrs. G. E 
Livesey, R. C. Irving, Henry Gray and Dr. Leiper. 

The President—Prof. Wooldridge—was nominated as 
delegate to attend the Royal Sanitary Institute Congress 
at Newcastle-on-Tyne, and his report will follow in due 
course. 

The balance brought forward and receipts for the year 
amount to £106 2s. 9d., the expenses were £63 I Is. lid., 
leaving a balance of £42 10s. lOd. 

Now that the great war is over, we hope, with the 
united efforts of tne Fellows, to have larger attendances 
at our meetings which, as mentioned previously, are 
again being held monthly. Fellows are specially reques¬ 
ted to report interesting cases, to exhibit specimens, and 
to keep tne Hon. Sec. supplied with papers. 

It is invidious to make comparisons, but we think a 
special vote of commendation should be accorded to 
those gentlemen who have attended our meetings so 
regularly during the last five years, at great inconveni¬ 
ence and sometimes peril, and so have helped keep the 
Society doing its good work. 

Letters of Condolence. 

Mr. Willett said that the deaths of Mr. Charles 
Sheather and Mr. Woodger had been announced, and he 
wished the Fellows to give a vote of condolence in the 
usual manner, which the Hon. Secretary would convey 
to their relatives. Mr. Sheather was a past president of 
the Society, and for many years had been a- regular at 
tendant at the meetings. Only two days after ho had 
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Been Mr. Sheather, looking fit and well, he passed away 
in his sleep—a beautiful death. At short notice the 
President and several Fellows of the Society had atten¬ 
ded his funeral, and the President had placed a wreath 
on the grave. Mr. Woodger was also a past president 
of the Society, but on account of his peat age had been 
unable to attend any meetings recently, so that he was 
unfamiliar to many of the Fellows. 

The vote of condolence was passed in silence, the Fel¬ 
lows standing. 

The President having conveyed the good wishes of the 
Society to Major Gordon, who was leaving for Southern 
Rhodesia, the meeting terminated. 

Hugh MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 


Cruelty Charge at Wirksworth. 

At the Wirksworth Police Court, John Henry Wheel- 
don, of Hill Side Farm, was charged with having on 
various dates between 21st and 25th August caused un¬ 
necessary suffering to a horse by compelling it to travel 
about for food when lame and unfit. Corbett John 
Mansfield Bartlett, of Canterbury terrace, Wirksworth, 
practising as a cattle doctor, was also summoned for 
aiding and abetting, counselling and procuring the 
alleged cruelty. Mr. Clifford, of Derby, who appeared 
for the defence, pleaded not guilty for both his clients. 

Mr. Bendle W. Moore, who prosecuted for the 
R.S.P.C.A.. said Mr. Howe, a veterinary surgeon of 
Wirkswortn, noticed the animal in a field. Mr. Howe 
reported the case as one of cruelty to the R.S.P.C.A., 
and an inspector from that Society called on Wheeldon, 
who explained the horse was being treated by Bartlett. 
Mr. Moore suggested that the sole reason for keeping 
the animal alive in such a state was the hope of this 
farmer that he could breed a foal from her. 

Inspector Busby, of the R.S.P.C.A., Buxton, spoke to 
visiting Wheeldon’s farm with Mr. Howe. The pony 
was in fair bodily condition, but on the near fore-leg was 
an old stocking leg, beneath which was a dirty bandage 
covering a suppurating wound. Above the knee the 
horse’s leg was swollen and inflamed, and the animal 
must have been suffering acute pain, as it was standing 
on three legs. He considered the horse should have 
been slung and kept very quiet It had not had proper 
attention at all. 

Witness afterwards saw Bartlett, who said he had 
been attending the horse for about a fortnight, and 
directed that it should be turned out in a field Tor exer¬ 
cise, as it could lie down and get up all right. Bartlett 
complained of the Society having called in Mr. Howe 
to aavis?, alleging that Mr. Howe would be against him. 
Witness offered to call any one of a number of local vet¬ 
erinary surgeons, but defendant said they would all be 
against him. Three days later (26th August) witness re¬ 
ceived a certificate, signed by Mr. Fairer, m.r.c.v.8., to 
the effect that when he saw it the animal was being 
carefully treated. On 16th September witness saw the 
horse again, and it was so weak that it could scarcely 
stand, and he ordered it to be slaughtered. 

Mr. Clifford : In Mr. Fairer’s certificate, did he say 
that the animal was not suffering unnecessary pain ?— 
He did. 

Did you tell Bartlett that if you were a qualified vet. 
you would run the bread out of his mouth ?—I will ex¬ 
plain that- 

Mr. Clifford : Did you use those words or not ?-1 did. 

You were told the pony was an old “cade” of 
Wheeldon’s mother—Yes. 

Mr. Moore : You hold no brief for veterinary 
surgeons 1— Oh, no sir, they are mostly against me. 

Arthur Bagshaw Howe, m.r.c.v.s., of Wirksworth, said 
that his attention was attracted to the horse while he 


was on his round by the animal standing on three legs. 
When he touched the bandage the horse groaned with 
pain. The next day he examined the pony and found 
neat and swelling above the knee, the pony being in a 
dreadful state and hardly able to put its foot to the 
ground. The horse ought to have been put in slings, or 
tied up to the rack, as every movement of the leg was 
bound to cause agonising pain. On 22tb August witness 
advised that the horse should be slaughtered, and in his 
opinion it had not been properly treated at all. 

Cross-examined, witness said he told Mrs. Wheeldon 
that he was the only qualified veterinary surgeon in 
Wirksworth, and that Bartlett was not a qualified man. 

Mr. Clifford : You do not appreciate Bartlett doing 
this sort of work 1 —No, not to make people think he is 
qualified to do these things. 

Francis Thomas Prince, m.r.c.v.s., of Ashbourne, said 
that when he saw the horse on 26th August it was lame 
and standing on three legs. It was not in slings, but it 
should have been. 

Mr. Clifford said the main facts were admitted, but 
he submitted that it was not cruelty to cause an animal 
suffering for its eventual benefit. Evidence would be 
adduced to show that the pony would never in its life 
drink out of a bucket, and it had to go out of doors for 
water at a trough. Referring to the inspector’s remark 
to Bartlett as to what he would do if he were a veteri¬ 
nary surgeon, he said the case was not a prosecution, 
but a persecution engineered by Howe to damage Bart¬ 
lett. The horse, after being ordered by the veterinary 
surgeon, Mr. Fairer, to be kept indoors, went without 
water for two days and two nights because it would not 
drink from a bucket, and it nad to be let out to the 
water in the end. He asked the Bench to say that this 
was not a genuine prosecution by the society, but was a 
case engineered by a veterinary surgeon out of profes¬ 
sional jealousy. 

John Henry Wheeldon gave evidence that the horse 
was carefully treated by his wile and by Bartlett for the 
injury, and that the only purpose for which it had to 
move about was that of getting water. It was not with 
his consent that the animal was shot 

Mrs. Wheeldon, defendant’s wife, said that it was 
more cruel to keep the pony without water than to let 
her out. 

Bartlett stated that he was the son of a qualified vet¬ 
erinary surgeon, and had worked for his late father as 
his assistant. He had served under two other qualified 
veterinary surgeons and also on the veterinary staff 
during the Boer War. He was treating the pony for a 
wound on the knee. In addition to this wound there 
was slight inflammation from the udder, and it would 
have been cruelty to sling the animal, as had been sug¬ 
gested. “ This prosecution is nothing but jealous spite 
on the part of a qualified man towards an unqualified 
man,” added defendant with heat. 

In reply to Mr. Clifford, Bartlett said that until Howe 
came to Wirksworth about five years ago he did all the 
work, as there had not been a qualified man in the town 
since his father died. Altogether, he had been in this 
business for about 18 years. 

The Bench decided that there had been no wilful 
cruelty on the part of either defendant, and dismissed 
both cases, but the magistrates thought tnat the animal 
certainly suffered considerable pain that it should not 
have suffered, and they were not entirely satisfied with 
the way it was treated. Wheeldon, they thought, and 
also his wife, did what they could in treating the horse, 
and so did Bartlett. 

The magistrates on the Bench were Mr. 8. Shore- 
Nightingale, Mr. K. D. Wheatcroft, and Mr. W. J. 
Harrison.— The Derbyshire Courier. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons beg$ to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1919 

Kay, J.S., Shrewsbury £1 1 0 

McSwiney, E., Cork 1 ] 0 

Mason, F. E., London, S.W. 110 

Squair, C. A., Reigate (Repeat) 110 

Wilkinson, T., jun., Durham 110 

Previously acknowledged £986 18 10 


Oct. 28, 1919. £992 3 10 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


WAR HONOURS. 

The King hp been pleased to give orders for the 
following appointments and awards for valuable services 
rendered in connexion with the defence of Kut-al- 
Amarah. Dated June 3rd, 1919 :— 

Bab to Military Cross. 

Capt. H. Stephenson, M.c. (m.c. gazetted June 4, 1917). 

War Office, October 24, 1919. 
The following are among the Decorations awarded for 
distinguished services rendered during the course of the 
campaign. The King has given unrestricted permission 
in all cases to wear the decorations and medals in 
question :— 

Conferred by the King of the Belgians. 

Orprk de Leopold avec Croix de Guerre. 

* * * * 

Officier—Capt. and Bt. Maj. (temp. Maj.) W. N. 

Rowston. 

Chevalier—Temp. Capt. N. V. James. 

Conferred by His Majesty The King of the Hellenes. 
Creek Medal for Military Merit. 

(2nd Class.) 

* * * * 

Col. (temp. Brig.-Gen.) F. Eassie, c.b., c.m.o., d.s.o. 

Con fared by the President of the Portuguese Republic. 
Military Order of Avis. 

* * * * * 
Chevalier—Temp. Capt. S. E. Hill. 


Extracts from London Gazette 

War Office, Whitehall, Oct. 21. 

Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 
Maj. F. Fail relinquishes the actg. rank of Lt.-Col. on 
ceasing to be empld. as A.D.V.S. (June 2). 

Oct. 22. 

Maj. D. MacDonald, o.b.e., relinquishes the actg. rank 
of Lt.-Col. on ceasing to hold the appt. of A.D.V.S. 
(April 17). 

The following Capts. relinquish the actg. rank of Maj. 
on ceasing to hold the appt. of D.A.D.V.S. J. H. 

Thomson, t.f. (July 11); A. B. Bowhay, o.b.e. ; R. A. 
Gooderidge, o.b.e. (Sept. 1). 

Oct. 24. 

L)ir.—Col. F. Eassie, c.b., c m.g., d.s.o., and relinquishes 
the temp, rank of Brig. Gen. (Sept. 1). 

Oct. 26. 

Temp. Capt. H. L. Somers relinquishes his commn. on 
acct. of ill-health contracted on active service (Oct. 26), 
and retains the rank of Capt 


The following relinquish their commns. on completion of 
service Temp. Capt. F. C. Gavin, d.s.o. (Aug. 19), 
and is granted the rank of Maj. Temp. Capts., and 
retain the retain the rank of Capt.:—J. M. Brand 
Aug. (28): J. A. Brew (Sept. 6); A. B. Brydon (Aug. 
30); M. G. Connolly (Aug. 28); C. H. Cordy (Sept. 
12) ; R. T. Davis (Sept. 4); M. I. Farrell (Aug. 28); 
J. Finlayson (Sept. 13); S. Holmes (Aug. 27); O. N. 
Jull (Aug. 26) ; \V. W. Lang (Aug 31) ; W. Lenton, 
M.c. (Aug. 28) ; R. L. Lewis (Sept. 9) ; A. FitzG. 
Mitchell (Aug. 28); R. E. Murison (Sept. 23); M. J. 
Neely (Aug. 28)- M. Pilkey (Aug. 14); C Scott 
(June 14); J. I. Scott-Moncrieff (Sept. 23); K. D’A. 
Sewell (Aug. 28); J. L. Sullivan (Aug. 14); G. S. 
Thornewill (Aug. 28); F. S. Warburton (Sept. 6) ; 
H J. Watt (Aug. 22); R. T. Wood (Sept. 3) * T. 
Woods (Aug. 21) ; H. W. A. Zealand (Aug. 28). Temp. 
Lts., and retain the rank of Lt.:—C. R. Boast (Sept. 
28); J B. A. A. Dufresne (Aug. 28); O. A. K.Snyaer 
(Sept. 16). 


OBITUARY. 

J. R. U. Dewak, f.r.c.v.s., Edinburgh. 

Graduated Edin : April, 1874. Fellow, May, 1890. 

A correspondent sends us the following notes :— 

The death of Prof. John Robert Urquhart Dewar, 
late Principal of the Royal Dick Veterinary College, 
Edinburgh, veterinary ad viser to the City of Edinburgh, 
and to the Board of Agriculture for Scotland, occurred 
at Balbegno, Fettercaim, on Saturday last, 25th ult. 

Ex-principal Dewar graduated from Dick College in 
1874, and recognising the need for further scientific 
training, returned from Aberdeenshire to Edinburgh 
and entered at the Medical School of the University, 
where he attended classes of the late Lord Lister, and 
devoted special attention to microscopic work. Enter¬ 
ing upon private practice, he distinguished himself as 
an expert m operative surgery. 

In 1892 he was appointed Professor of Surgery and 
Obstetrics at the Dick College ; and on the death of 
Professor Walley he was called to the Principal’s chair. 
He served as member of Council R.C.V.S., 1895-1912, 
and as Vice-President 1899-1900, and 1903 5 8-10. He 
was also an ex-President of the National Veterinary 
Association. 

For 19 years he was connected with the Dick College, 
during 16 of which he held the reins of government. 
Important and far-reaching changes took place in the 
College during his term of offiice. As a teacher Prof. 
Dewar endeared himself to a long list of students, and 
his recital of cases encountered was always listened to 
with avidity. His additions to veterinary literature 
though not numerous are important, and clearly indicate 
the work of an expert. 

In 1911 he retired from the College, but retained his 
appointments under the City of Edinburgh and the 
Boards of Agriculture. A year before his retirement he 
became tenant of the large farm of Balbegno, Kincardin- 
shire. By means of his appointments he maintained 
an active interest in the work of the veterinary profession, 
whilst his farm enabled him to indulge in the relaxation 
afforded by following agricultural pursuits. He acted 
| as a veterinary inspector to the Highland and Agri- 
; cultural Society. He was a good judge of Clydesdale 
I horses, and officiated as judge at various Shows. 

He is survived by his wife and four daughters. His 
son was accidentally drowned in Leith Docks many years 
i ago, when a cab was driven into the dock in a fog. 
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Thomas McMillan O’Connell, Wigtown. 

Edin : April, 1868. 

The death of Mr. McConnell occurred at Wigtown on 
October 23. He was 71 years of age, and had practised 
in Wigtownshire for nearly 50 years ; he had a very wide 
professional connection. Only a week ago he was 
presented by his friends and clients with over £300 as 
a mark of respect and esteem. The funeral took place 
on October 27. 


A serious outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease was 
announced at the end of last week in the Isle of Wight, 
in the Northwood, Brading and Chale districts. It is 
stated that over 350 animals were involved. 

The Board also received confirmation of another out¬ 
break at Bourn, Cambridgeshire. 

The existence of foot-and-mouth disease among 
animals on premises at Horsington, near Horncastle, 
Lincolnshire, was confirmed on Thursday. 


Therapeutic use of Turpentine. 

Dr. George Foy (Dublin) writes, in Brit. Med, Jml. : 
“ Turpentine is one of our most valuable styptics, anti- 
; septics, and stimulants. Recommended by Dioscorides, 

I Galen, and the younger Pliny ; later, we find the oil 
approved by Lanfranc, “ Petite Chirurgie,” 1280, and by 
Francis Payre Porcher, whose book was published by 
order of the Surg.-General of the Confederate States 
Army. Both Lanfranc and Porcher knew of the styptic 
properties of the oil; the former from his experience as 
a military surgeon in the Lombardo-Venetian wars, and 
the latter as a Confederate surgeon of high rank. 

The oil is a hydro-carbon with the formula CioHir,, 
and consists chiefly of pinene, which is also found in oil 
of eucalyptus and oil of juniper. Pinene has marked 
antiseptic properties and absorbs oxygen readily. The 
unpleasant taste of the oil is greatly lessened in the 
preparations terpine and terpinol. 
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The “National” Meeting. 

As was only to be expected of a one-day gathering 
from all quarters at this time of year, the “ National ” 
meeting in London last week was not largely 
attended ; but the spirit of the members made up 
for their lack of numbers. Most part of the morn¬ 
ing was taken up with making various arrange¬ 
ments for the future. The present President, 
Secretary, and Treasurer were all re-elected ; and 
it was decided to hold the next Annual Meeting at 
Edinburgh next July. A proposal to acquire a 
Journal was relegated to a small Committee, upon 
the reception of whose report the Council will 
summon a Special General Meeting of the Associa¬ 
tion. Another decision, which may prove very 
useful, empowered a small Executive to take speedy 
action in any matter urgently requiring it. After 
this the morning’s work was wound up by the 
reading of Mr. Garnett’s paper, and the whole after¬ 
noon was devoted to discussing it. 

The paper was an excellent survey of present 
professional problems, with some reference to 
special ones before the “ National ” itself. It led 
to a brisk and interesting discussion, whioh never 
flagged from first to last, and probably could have 
been considerably prolonged had time permitted. 
But the banquet in the evening rendered a very 
long discussion impossible; and so one of the 
pleasantest veterinary gatherings we have attended 
terminated all too soon. 

Everyone was pleased with the meeting ; and it 
was undoubtedly a success so far as it went. Opti¬ 
mism was the prevailing note throughout, though 
the difficulties ahead were evidently realised. 
Finance was mentioned; and the opinion that the 
present subscription ought to be increased seemed 
to be general. Some remarks were made—though 
tbe subject was not discussed so fully as it well 
might have been—upon the urgent need of increas¬ 
ing the membership. Several speakers, also, re¬ 
ferred in strong terms to the deplorable indifference 
to the Association shown by colleagues outside it. 

These two last points, in particular, are the chief 
obstacles the Association has to face. An excellent 
organisation for representing the profession, it needs 
much more support from members to render it 
effectively representative. Drafted deliberately up¬ 
on the lines of the British Medical Association, it 
could become quite as powerful an instrument in 
our bands as that body iB in those of the medical 
profession.' It would be made so at once, if our 
members were as well able to appreciate the advan¬ 
tages of such a union as medical men have been. 
The future of the “National” depends upon 
whether they can raise the majority of the pro¬ 
fession to the medical level. 


Electric Colloidal Silver. 

An article upon this agent appeared in Terapia 
this year. Electric colloidal silver, like all metallic 
solutions, in addition to great catalytic and fermen¬ 
tative power, possesses and indisputable bactericidal 
action both in vitro and in vivo. This does not 
mean that it should be a successful bactericide and 
antiseptic in all clinical infections. 

It is beyond dispute that the baoterioidal action 
of this remedy in vivo declares itself rather indirect¬ 
ly than directly. This indirect action is due to a 
prompt and intense hyperleuoooytosis. The action 
of the drug is therefore reduced to an augmentation 
of the defensive means of the organism itself. 

On account of a special pharmaco-dynamic action, 
not yet precisely definable, the hyper-leuoocytosis 
provoked by this drug is much more often success¬ 
ful against streptococcic and staphylococcic in¬ 
fections than against septicaemic affections caused 
by other species of germs. In all probability the 
drug exercises a special inhibitory action upon 
streptococci and staphylococci, in addition to com¬ 
bating with the hyperleuoooytosis it induces. This 
renders eleotric colloidal silver the most valuable 
agent we possess against some diseases, such as 
puerperal fever, septic streptocoocal peritonitis, 
malignant oedema, erysipelas, and septicaemic 
fevers caused by streptococci and stapylococci 
without special localisations, while in other infective 
diseases with a peraoute course, though they not 
rarely derive benefit from treatment by the drug on 
account of the hyper-leucocytosis that unfailingly 
follows it, a successful result is less certain. 

It is, however, a well-proved and constant fact 
that, even without the presence of streptocooci and 
staphylococci, electric colloidal silver exercises a 
special beneficial action in mono-arthritis and poly¬ 
arthritis, not only rheumatic but also microbic, 
appearing to act electively and perhaps even speci¬ 
fically as an anti-infective agent, as cures have been 
obtained in cases when commoner and usually effi¬ 
cacious remedies were inactive. Cardiac complica¬ 
tions are infinitely more rare in acute joint diseases 
treated with electric colloidal silver than in those 
treated with salicylic preparations. In all cases of 
rheumatic arthritis or poly-arthritis in whioh sali¬ 
cylic preparations do not give the desired results, 
electric colloidal silver is indicated. 

The dose8 should be rather high from the begin¬ 
ning. In human practice, 10 to 15 and even 20 o.c., 
by intramuscular injection, are given twice or 
oftener in the twenty-four hours. Not less than 
10 c c. is given by endovenous injection, which ta 
also practised twice in the twenty-four hours. In 
very grave and virulent infections, the endovenous 
method is always preferable .—(La Clinica Veteri- 
naria). W.R.C, 
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TIMID, OR FEARLESS? 

The ways of a lion are past finding out. Three 
nights ago one walked round ani round a pole kraal 
containing some oattle. The inmates were terrified, 
but their wild stampeding was not sufficiently uni¬ 
fied to break a breach in the kraal walls. The lion 
then climbed to the top of the door, pulled away 
the thorns that blooked a weak plaoe there, and was 
free to leap in. But he didn't, or, if he did, he left 
again without doing any damage, When I read 
the tale in the morning I oame to the conclusion 
that the marauder was more timid than are most of 
his species. 

Yesterday morning I revised my judgment. The 
previous evening my friend had looked his donkeys 
up for the night. He had driven them into a briok 
house which was closed by a strong door, and 
lighted by four glass windows and an unglazed slit. 
Originally it had been a human habitation, so that 
the windows were set fairly low in the walls. To 
prevent the donkeys breaking the glass, the lower 
panes were protected by boarding nailed across the 
frames. Had 1 been asked, I should have said that 
any animals locked up in such a house were 
perfectly safe from lions ; and my statement would 
nave been made as a confident one issued by a man 
who has had considerable personal experience of 
the ways of stock-killing and man-eating carnivora. 
That night there arrived on the scene a lion, and, 
as it was alone and its spoor corresponded in size 
with that of the disturber of cattle of the night 
before, it is more than probable that the beast 
which had feared to kill a cow in an open kraal 
was now contemplating an attack on a closed brick 
house, containing several lusty donkeys. 

He (although, of course,it may have been a “ she ’’) 
first tried to get in at a window, but was repelled 
by the broken glass cutting his paw. At least that 
is what I think happened; because one of the 
windows showed a jagged hole, and there was a 
bloody paw-mark in the narrow, unglazed slit; as 
though, after being foiled once he had made his 
seoond attempt to enter at that slit. Furious at 
being unable to pass his big body through the small 
opening, he had returned to the line of windows. 
This time he chose another, and, undeterred by 
splintered glass, he smashed his way through. 

I don’t like to imagine what took place immed¬ 
iately after his entry into that confined space. One 
can only hope that all four donkeys were killed 
quickly within a short space of time. When I 
Baw their carcases, the lion had eaten only a small 
portion of one; he had exposed the viscera by 
tearing a great hole in the abdominal and thoracic 
walls of one side; the ribs being severed as by blows 
of an axe. 

I wish I had set a trap-gun last night. Instead, 
like a fool, I waited for him. He jumped in very 
quietly, while I was dozing; nevertheless I heard 
him, and I lay for ten minutes waiting for him to 
come out again. It was very dark—it always is; 
I have never known a lion disturb man or his ani¬ 
mals when the moon was bright—so I couldn’t see 
anything definite when the tinkling of glass told 


me my opponent was coming out. My two shots, 
although misses, soared him a bit; because he 
dropped baok into the house and, a minute later, 
crash went the glass of a third window— and the 
lion was out. In the morning I could not see signs 
of flight; he seemed to have gone away as leisurely 
as he arrived. I don't know now whether he is 
braver or more timid than are most of his species. 
Perhaps he is neither. 

H. 


NATIONAL 

ASSOCIATION OF VETERINARY INSPECTORS. 

The annual meeting was held at the College of Med¬ 
icine, Newcastle-on-Tyne, on Thursday, July 31st, the 
President, Major Joseph Abson, n.s.o., f.r.c.v.s., in the 
chair. 

Present: Messrs. J. O. Powley, J. P. Isherwood, 
Brennan De Vine, Q. P. Male, F. L. Gooch, W. J. 
Young, J. S. Lloyd, G. R. Dudgeon, John Brown, G. H. 
Locke, H. J. Dawes, J. R. Hayhurst, G. Elphick, 
Harry Peele, J. Cameron, E. L. Dixson, T. R. Jarvie, 
J. H. Wynne, T. Wilkinson, N. Irvin, E. J. Burndred, 
William Awde, J. Malcolm, A. Douglas, J. G. Bell, 
.1. Wright-Conchie, A. Gofton, J. Lindsay, B. Hoadley, 
Lt-Col. Brittlebank, 0.M.0 , Major J. Abson, and the 
Hon. Sec. 

The minutes of the last meeting were confirmed. 
Letters of apology for non-attendance were received 
from Messrs. W.T. Olver, G. Whitehead. J. T. Abell, 
D. S. Jack, J. C. Coleman, J. ft. Dykes, W. E. S. Rich¬ 
mond, L. F. Eady, G. T. Matthews, J. B. Tutt, H. C. 
Harrison, C. H. Golledge, R. Jones, J. N. Shepherd, 
T. G. Millington, J. P. Rail ton, ft. C. Trigger, W. 
Marshall, T. C. Gillard, G. Wacher, A. H. Darwell, D. 
Forwell. J. Holroyd, W. Edmondson, F. W. Garnett, 
J. McKinna, and Capt. S. Villar. 

The Obituary list as follows was read :—Messrs. T. E. 
Auger, W. C. Barling, J. S. Drabble, J. A. Gold, 
S. Kirby Jones, R. Mairs, K. P. Rankin, A. R. Rout- 
ledge, W. Shipley, T. J. Simpson, H. Thackeray, T. C. 
Toope, J. A. Toad, G. Wartnaby. and W. S. Carless. 

The following gentlemen were elected officers for the 
ensuing year 

President. Major Abson. 

Vice Presidents. Messrs. Hugh Begg, Hamilton; 
W. Woods,Wigan; F.Garnett, Windermere; Alexander 
M. Munro, Board of Agriculture, 4 Whitehall Place ; 
George King, Abingdon j W. Ascott, Bideford. 

Council. The following 25 gentlemen were elected 
members of CouncilMessrs. John Malcolm, Birming¬ 
ham ; E. L. Dixson, Margate ; George Elphick, New¬ 
castle-on-Tyne ; H. J. Dawes, West Bromwich ; John 
Brown, Invergordon ; G. P. Male, Reading • H. Peele, 
Durham; G. H. Locke, Manchester; G. H. Livesey, 
Hove; J. Dunstan, Liskeard; F. L. Gooch, Stam¬ 
ford ; R. D. Williams, Aberystwith ; R. Hughes, 
Oswestry; J. Clarkson, Garfortn ; T. Duckworth, Ash¬ 
bourne ; ft. C. Trigger, Newcastle-under-Lyme : T. A. 
Douglas, Prestwich ; ft. Barron, Blandford; Brennan 
De Vine, Birmingham; J. G. Parr, Leicester; G. 
Dudgeon, Sunderland; J. O. Powley, Sutton Coldfield ; 
J. S Lloyd, Sheffield ; W. W. Grasoy, Daventry ; and 
D. G. Davies, Swanses. % 

Hon. Treasurer. Lieut-Col. Brittlebank. 

Hon. Auditors. Messrs. J. O. Powley and Brennan 
De Vine. 

Hon. Secretary. Mr. Trevor F. Spencer. 

The following gentlemen were elected members of the 
Association Messrs. F. D. McLaren, Beverley ; A. C. 
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Wilson, Berkhamstead ; H. P. Hogben, Folkestone ; W. 
Stevens, Wincanton : H B. Hiles, Worcester; J. R. 
Baxter, Lechlade; W. G. Dixon, St. Helens; H. L. 
Roberts, Ipswich ; H. L. Torrance, Sheffield; Arthur 
Bargon, Haverhill: James Latta, U1 vers ton ; G. Ellis, 
Glos8op ; B. Hoadley, West Hartlepool; A. G. S. Rey¬ 
nolds, I^etterston : J. Hill, Llanelly; W. P. Loft, 
Basingstoke ; E. Whitley Baker, Wimborne ; A. Payne, 
Hersham ; M. J. Ryan, Westport; C. W. Howard, Dor¬ 
king ; W. Gardner, Maybole : Edward R. Edwards, 4, 
Whitehall Place ; Howard Jones, Edinburgh ; J. L. 
Perry, Cardiff; Ernest Morgan, Faversham; W. J. 
M&rsden, Banff; J. B. Wolstenholme, Manchester ; E. 
F. Wood, Hooton : C. Potts, Bradford : A. Holman 
Berry, 4, Whitehall Place ; Capt. V. Boyle, 4, Whitehall 
Place ; A. B. Fewings, 4, Whitehall Place ; J. Wright 
Conchie, 4, Whitehall Place ; A. D. Lalor, Sleaford ; P. 
Snaitb, Bishop Auckland ; E. Franklin, Worcester ; P. 
It. Thompson, Thrapston; J. A. Cunningham, Guildford; 
James Lmdsay, Dumfries ; M. Robinson, Barnsley ; A. 
Cornish Bowden, Beckenham ; R. D. Hall, Barry ; J. 
S. Lloyd, Sheffield ; G. J. Roberts, Pwllheli; H.Walpole, 
Whitby ; C. Pack, Lymington ; W. H. Stevens, Kidder¬ 
minster ; Herbert Pollard, Wakefield ; W. Lindlay 
Houston, Paisley ; J. E. Miller, Harwich; Thomas R 
Jarvie, Gateshead ; 0. Crowhurst, Bodmin : E. R. Har¬ 
ding, Salisbury ; R. Jones, Towyn ; C. J. Byner, Birm¬ 
ingham ; Esmond Brown, G. T. Mathews, H. Gooch, T. 
H. Brown, Capt. C. F. Shawcross, Capt. L. F. Eady, 
Capt. T. G. Millington, W. T. Cranston, H. C. D. Gol- 
ledge, Capt. J. D. Broome, J. M. L. Penhale, J. L. Frood, 
Ernest Peacey, A. M. Munro, V. J. Hare, W. G. Wragg, 
F. W. H. Smith, W. C. B. Revill, Board of Agriculture, 
4, Whitehall Place : T. Gillard, Folkestone ; G.Wacher, 
Ashford : W. Marshall, Aberdeen ; J. G. Bell, Carlisle ; 
W. S. Mulvey, Chelmsford ; W. Roach, Exeter ; W. 
Kerr, Saffron Walden; Capt. Watt, Wishaw; J. H. 
Thompson, Sutherland; R. G. Anderson^ Cupar ; W. 
Awde, Stockton-on-Tees; J. E. Cartwright, Wolver¬ 
hampton ; Major P. Simpson, Maidenhead ; A. Douglas, 
Ayr ; C. W. Townsend, Long Stanton ; P. J. Mullane 
Cardiff; T. T. Jack, Sunderland: E. H. Pratt, Northaller¬ 
ton ; D. B. Rodger, 4, Whitehall Place; N. Irvin, North 
Shields ; Capt. Turner, Bury St. Edmunds ; P. Turner, 
Ixworth ; W. Trigger, Newcastle, Staffs.; H. B. Eve, 
Folkestone ; T. Parker, Whitchurch. 

On the proposition of Mr. Malcolm, seconded by Mr. 
Dawes, it was decided to hold the next annual meeting 
of the Association at Birmingham in 1920, the fixture to 
coincide with the meeting of the Royal Sanitary Insti¬ 
tute Congress. 

Owing to the Hon. Treasurer, Lieut.-Col. Brittlebank, 
having been on military duty during the war, it was not 
possible to present a balance sheet, the necessary docu¬ 
ments having been stored away during the war. The 
Bon. Treasurer, submitted a verbal statement, in which 
he expressed satisfaction with the financial position, 
and expressed his opinion that, for the present, the work 
of the Association could be carried on without increasing 
the amount of the annual subscription (5/-). The 
Treasurer’s report was considered satisfactory and adop¬ 
ted on the motion of Mr. Cameron, seconded by Mr. 
Douglas. 

The Hon. Secretary presented the following report 

Mr. President and Gentlemen,—By Rule 35, tne Sec¬ 
retary is called upon to prepare a report of the general 
state and proceedings of the Association. 

On this occasion, my report will be a very brief one, 
as I understand from our worthy President that he pro¬ 
poses to deal with the causes which necessitated the 
suspension of the Society during the war, in a short 
adoress to which we shall presently have the pleasure 
to listen. I need therefore, only remind you, that after 
a very encouraging commencement in 1913, when several 


large meetings were held, one of which was attended by 
more than 170 Veterinary Inspectors; all active opera¬ 
tions had to be suspended in the following year, owing 
to the outbreak of war, practically the whole of the 
officials and most of the Executive being forthwith en¬ 
gaged on military duties. 

In this connection, I am sure you will all approve the 
vote of congratulation which the Council has passed, 
and which is entered on the Minutes, respecting the 
distinguished services which have been rendered to the 
State by our President, Major Abson, d.s.o., and our 
Hon. Treasurer, Lieut.-Col. Brittlebank, c.m.o., and 
which have been graciously recognised by His Majesty 
the King, in the bestowal of the D.S.O. and C.M.G., 
respectively. It gives me much pleasure to report that 
we are now, numerically, the strongest Association in 
the Kingdom, our membership totalling 314, of which 
upwards of 90 have joined our ranks since the resuscita¬ 
tion of the Association in May, last. 

With regard to the work of the Council, respecting its 
endeavours to obtain an increased and more uniform 
scale of remuneration for the work of Veterinary In¬ 
spectors, we have, so far, met with little success in this 
direction. Two letters were written to the Board of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, asking for their sympathetic 
consideration of a suggested increased scale of fees for 
Local Veterinary Inspectors. A reply has been re¬ 
ceived, saying that the matter is receiving the attention 
of the Board. With reference to fees payable to in¬ 
spectors employed by Local Authorities, I have, on 
instructions from the Council, made some suggestions as 
to the machinery by which this object might be best 
attained. A further suggestion from the Council is, 
that in each County, a correspondent be officially 
appointed, whose duty it shall be to keep in touch with 
the Secretary, and keep him informed as to the fees 
payable in the several counties, and as to the success or 
otherwise of any application for an increase, such in¬ 
crease to be based on the minimum scale adopted by 
the Council, and already published in the Press. 

As showing the necessity for combined action in this 
matter, I have in my possession a letter from a County 
inspector, in which his fee of 10/6 for post-mortem ex¬ 
amination of a dog suspected os being affected with 
rabies, was cut down by the Chief Constable to the 
munificent sum of 5/-, which means that, on the basis 
of pre-war values, this inspector made a post-mortem 
examination of a supposedly rabid animal for something 
less than 2 6. I could quote other cases almost as glaring, 
and if, as an Associat ion, we are to justify our existence, 
we must take whatever steps may be found to be neces¬ 
sary to ensure that our members shall no longer be asked 
to accept such disgracefully low fees as are all too com¬ 
mon. We want, if possible, at this meeting, to settle, so 
far as we can, this question of county correspondents, 
and we hope that one member from eateh county repre¬ 
sented at this meeting will volunteer to act in the 
capacity mentioned. 

The Secretary’s report was received and adopted on 
the motion of Mr. Holder, seconded by Mr. Elphick. 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 

Major J. Abson : I begin my brief address by giving 
you all a hearty greeting to this, our Annual Meeting, 
which we are once again able to hold after a lapse of 
five years—years of inanition so far as regards the 
Association, inanition due entirely to causes over which 
we had no control. A very large number of our mem¬ 
bers joined the Service, and it was found impracticable 
to carry on the work of the Association under the con¬ 
ditions existing. 

Immediately on being demobilised I got into touch 
with our Secretary and Treasurer, and with the least 
possible delay the Council was called together, and met 
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in Birmingham on May 14th. At that meeting im¬ 
portant resolutions were passed, and arrangements 
made for the present annual meeting. 

I think at tnis stage a short remmi of our history will 
not be out of place. On April 7th, 1913, a largely 
attended meeting of veterinary inspectors took place at 
the Holborn Restaurant to consider the new Tuber¬ 
culosis Order ; over 170 veterinary inspectors from all 
parts of the country attended this meeting. Sir Stewart 
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the working of the new Order. 

As the outcome of this meeting it was resolved to 
form an Association to be known as the “National 
Association of Veterinary Inspectors.” An Executive 
Committee was appointed, the first meeting of which 
took place in Birmingham on 21st April, 1913 ; this was 
followed by a specially convened meeting held in London 
on the 30th April, at which officers were elected and a 
schedule of fees for professional services under the 
Tuberculosis Order was adopted. Further meetings of 
the Executive Committee took place in 1913, one at 
Derby on May 21st, and two in London on July 3rd and 
28th respectively. The first annual meeting of the 
Association was held at the Holborn Restaurant on this 
latter date (28th July), when a paper was read by Mr. 
Hugh Begg, F.R.c.v.8., on “ Experiences gained in the 
Working of the Tuberculosis Order.” This meeting was 
very largely attended and was quite a success. It was 
intended to hold another meeting in July, 1914; this 
was, however, postponed to a later part of the year, 
owing to the International Congress—on the very eve of 
which war was declared, and chaos began : then came 
the hiatus! ! So much for our short history. 

Now, after an interval of five years, we resume the 
work of our Association. A large number of us have 
already returned from our military duties to civilian life; 
some are still serving; and alas! several of our members 
will never return. 

Now as to the objects of this Association. I think I 
cannot do better than read from our Rules and Regula¬ 
tions, they are as follows :— 

“ The objects of the Association shall be the promotion 
of the interests of all qualified veterinary surgeons en¬ 
gaged m veterinary inspectors, by the aid of all or any 
of the following :—(a) By holding meetings of members 
of the Association from time to time, when and where 
deemed expedient, (b) By the publication of the pro¬ 
ceedings of the meetings or of any other information 
pertaining to the Association as the Council may deter¬ 
mine. (c) By granting sums of money out of the funds, 
or otherwise assisting m the provision of scientific pub¬ 
lications, demonstrations and lectures, having special 
regard to the investigation of contagious (animals) dis¬ 
eases. (< d ) By supporting all claims of members to 
legitimate veterinary appointments in connection with 
the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act, inspection of 
milk, meat, dairies, etc. ( e ) Or in any way to promote 
the legitimate interests of veterinary inspectors.” 

It is our earnest intention to further these objects to 
the utmost of our ability—our desire is to leave no stone 
unturned to bring this about, and to point out the way 
of their attainment; in short, we intend to become a 
real live Association. The Council will ever be ready 
to give advice and all assistance possible to its members. 
The changed conditions of life brought about by recon¬ 
struction m every department of life, behoves us to keep 
a very watchful eye on our interests, and to see to it 
that the duties which should properly fall to the lot of 
th6 veterinary inspector, are performed only by him. 

At the present time we number over 300 members— 
this is not sufficient, and we are not going to be content 
with it; we want every veterinary inspector throughout 
the country to join the Association; we want to be 
strong in organisation, so that our power may be felt. 


Further, we must endeavour to educate the public as to 
the part we play, not only in safeguarding the health of 
the lower animals, but that of man himself. I ask all 
of you—and I emphasize this particularly—to put your 
shoulder to the wheel to attain the objects we have in 
view. It is not fair or [equitable to allow the willing 
workers to do all the drudgery, whilst others remain 
apathetic. True progress and advancement only result 
where all participate. Individual advancement at the 
expense of a brother member can never attain the high 
objectives we have set up in this Association. Pro¬ 
fessional relationship one to another cannot be too close. 

Now a few words with regard to remuneration. We 
are professional men—after years of study we have been 
granted a Diploma to practise the art and science of 
Veterinary Medicine and Surgery. A great many of us 
have spent a considerable number of years in gaining 
practical knowledge, which should be, and is, of infinite 
value to the State. We are not out as profiteers, but we 
do want, and we insist upon being paid fees commen¬ 
surate with our professional status. The fees paid by 
many local authorities are indeed an anomaly—if not a 
disgrace. We have published the fees paid by the West 
Riding County Council which they ana we consider fair 
and just, and these should be the minimum paid by all 
local authorities. It is up to you—you different County 
inspectors—to approach your respective Contagious 
Diseases (Animals) Committee, to see these minimum 
fees are granted. To this end the Council of the Associa¬ 
tion will give you every help in its power. It should be 
evident to every thinking man or body of men that with 
the enhanced cost of every commodity the veterinary 
practitioner cannot stand still in the matter of fees— 
whether he be a veterinary inspector or otherwise. 

I will once more give you a hearty welcome, and 
trust the proceedings will in every way enhance our 
cause. 

The position and peospects of Veterinary In¬ 
spectors. By Brennan De Vine, m.c., f.r.c.v.s., 
d.v.s.m., (Vict.), Veterinary Department, City of 
Birmingham. 

Gentleman,—I thank you for the honour you have 
done me in asking me to address this meeting—I wish 
that the task was in more worthy hands. 

The present is a progressive age. Many changes in 
public matters are taking place, and all are being carried 
out with a practical object in view. This progress is 
very marked in matters appertaining to public health. 
The general public are becoming more enlightened to 
the many advantages of a good public health administra¬ 
tion, with its concomitants—good hygiene and sanita¬ 
tion. 

The specialisation of different branches in many pro¬ 
fessions is becoming more evident, and the veterinary 
rofession is included in this modern move. The one 
ranch of our profession which is demanding specialists 
in increasing numbers is that of Veterinary State Medi¬ 
cine. Those members of our profession who follow this 
branch aoply themselves more particularly to the work 
connected with (1) The contagious diseases of ani¬ 
mals ; (2) The meat supply ; (3) The milk supply. As 
you all are well aware, these subjects are continuing to 
engage the attention of all who are interested in public 
health. 

The most important contagious diseases of animals, 
from the public health point of view, are those which 
are communicable to man. The training of Medical 
Officers of Health and of Sanitary Inspectors does not 
fit them to deal with these diseases of animals ; there¬ 
fore, for efficient inspection connected with preventive 
medicine it is necessary to have a veterinary inspector 
working in conjunction with the other public health ad¬ 
ministrators. This is now generally recognised by the 
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more advanced local authorities and M.O.H. and in¬ 
creasing numbers of veterinary inspectors are appointed. 
The demand for fully-trained veterinary inspectors will 
continue to increase, and if our profession is to hold its 
own it will be necessary for us to supply this demand. 
The course of training for the membership is, we know, 
a good all-round course, but for a man who intends to 
take up Veterinary State Medicine, a further training is 
required. The post-graduate courses which are held in 
the London Veterinary College, Manchester and Liver¬ 
pool Universities, and some others, specially include 
subjects which are helpful to the public veterinary in¬ 
spector, and the fact that they are so well attended by 
veterinary inspectors is a sure indication of their 
necessity. 

Advantages of Veterinary Inspection. 

The State and Local Authorities, by the up-keep of 
an efficient veterinary service, can benefit public health in 
preventing animal diseases liable to affect man, and fur¬ 
ther can ensure the production of a healthy meat and milk 
supply. Quite apart from these considerations there is 
the economic advantage to agriculturists, and to meat 
and milk purveyors, by the eradication and prevention 
of contagious diseases of animals. The latter in itself 
justifies a much fuller public veterinary service than we 
have in England at the present day. 

Hitherto our insular position has rendered this country 
singular! y fortunate in regard to the prevention ana 
eradication of contagious diseases, but owing to the 
improved and greatly increased amount of transport we 
shall have with other countries in the future, there will 
be increased risks of importing diseases. This is a 
matter which of course, affects the future and prosperity 
of the nation. In September of last year we had, after 
freedom for many years, a case of rabies in England. 
As several people were bitten by Buspected dogs, and 
were compelled to undergo the Pasteur preventive 
treatment, the attention of the public was immediately 
aroused, and the importance of eradication of rabies ana 
its prevention in the future came very much to the fore. 
It is only by the occurrence of such outbreaks that the 
public are brought to realize the importance of the con¬ 
tinuous work carried out by the veterinary inspectors in 
preventing many of the contagious diseases of animals 
from entering this country. The history of the stamp¬ 
ing out of such diseases as Pleuro-pneumonia of cattle, 
Foot and-Mouth, Glanders, Rabies, and the keeping in 
check of such diseases as Mange in horses, Scab in sheep 
in England during the past half-century, could not be 
truly written without giving prominence to the work 
carried out by the veterinary inspectors. Though many 
of these diseases are non existent in the country at the 
present time, it does not at all follow that we are free 
from any danger from introduction. We know that in 
several parts of Europe many of these diseases which 
are scheduled in this country are prevalent, hence it is 
necessary that we should have an efficient system of 
inspection at all times to reduce to the lowest limit the 
possibility of any outbreak occurring within our shores, 
It hardly requires proof nowadays that immunity in 
man from diseases communicable from animals to man 
increases with the increased employment of veterinary 
inspectors. The continual control in this country of 
such diseases is too well known by you all to need re¬ 
peating here. This result could not have been so satis¬ 
factorily accomplished without the veterinary inspector. 

Numerically we are a small profession, and a modest 
one. Most of our work is carried out silently, and not 
in the open. The general public are not aware how 
veterinary inspectors are daily fighting Anthrax, Rabies. 
Mange, and unless the public are made aware of 
the value of our work, and brought to realise it, we can¬ 
not expect them to give us the recognition, either 
financially or otherwise, which we earn and deserve. 


In addition to those diseases of animals already sched¬ 
uled, there are other animal contagious diseases not on 
this list which I consider should be included. They 
cause a serious economic loss to the country, and they 
should be scheduled with a view to their ultimate 
eradication. Among such are Tuberculosis of cattle. 
Contagious Abortion, Johne’s Disease, Ringworm, ana 
Warbles. 

We know that by employing certain approved 
methods, such as Bang's system which has been so suc¬ 
cessful in Denmark and in certain centres in this country 
(one centre being the herds supplying the milk to the 
Birmingham hospitals) the percentage of tuberculosis in 
cattle can be reduced from the high percentage which 
prevails in this country to a very low one, and I feel 
sure that when this possibility is fully realised, and we 
have settled down after the present period of unrest, we 
shall have an ^effective Tuberculosis Order, and strong 
national support in our efforts to eradicate the disease. 

By this means we could at least reduce, if not alto¬ 
gether remove, one of the proved sources of tubercular 
infection to human beings, as well as avoid the baneful 
effects to agriculturists and the nation generally. 

Those public health Authorities who recently have 
had experience of disease conveyed from animals to men 
know that they have to rely to a great extent upon the 
veterinary inspector in their investigations into the 
cause of such outbreaks of disease. It is only through 
the co-operation of the Medical Officers of Health with 
the Veterinary Officers that the origin of many of these 
doubtful and difficult cases may be cleared up, and for 
this reason the veterinary inspector should be assigned 
his true position in all Parliamentary Acts relating to 
animal diseases. 

Millions are expended yearly in Sanatoria and other 
methods of treatment of tuberculosis in man, while one 
of the sources of the disease in man-—tuberculosis in 
milking cows—is neglected. While tuberculosis of cattle 
is so prevalent as at present, we shall always run the 
risk of tubercle infection of animal origin in man, and 
especially in children ; and before any real progress can 
be made in its eradication in man, its control in animals 
must first of all be earnestly and thoroughly taken in 
hand. 

The pecuniary loss to this country caused by the 
presence of contagious abortion, and Johne’s disease 
among our cattle herds can be measured in millions. 
The necessity for the control of such diseases must be 
obvious to all who are interested in our future internal 
welfare. 

The question of a sound meat supply should form a 
very important branch of the veterinary inspectors work. 
The legislation regarding inspection in this country is 
comparatively backward. We all feel that the public 
should be guarded against the possibility of infection 
from diseased meat. We, as veterinary inspectors, know 
that unless a man has been scientifically trained, be 
might be excused for passing for human consumption 
meat from diseased animals, such as those affected with 
Trichinae, Anthrax, Septicaemia. Although such infec¬ 
tions may arise, we find that only a small percentage of 
the meat supply produced in this country is passed by 
trained veterinary inspectors. The state of the meat 
inspection throughout England is most unsatisfactory 
from the point of view of the meat salesman and the con¬ 
sumer. In comparison with other highly civilised 
countries the general public here fare badly. There is. 
a great want for an adequate meat inspection in all 
centres throughout England, and the one man who has 
been scientifically trained m the subjects of anatomy, 
pathology, bacteriology of animals—necessary subjects 
to make an efficient meat inspector, is the veterinary 
surgeon. Here we have a field of work waiting the vet¬ 
erinary inspector of the future, and by demonstrating 
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our efficiency in this connection to the general public, we 
shall be appreciated according to our true worth, and 
further, we can feel at the end of our days that we have 
been working for the good of our fellow beings. 

The next important work of the veterinary inspector 
is in connection with the milk supply. Milk is the one 
food product produced for human consumption which 
requires perfect protection against contamination. It is, 
as we know, a most valuable food for children—and a 
most favourable medium for the development of organ¬ 
ism. To ensure a wholesome milk supply, milch cows 
should be continually inspected. When we consider that 
Tuberculosis of cattle, Cowpox, Foot-and-mouth disease, 
are transmissible through milk to man, and further that 
milk may act as a carrier of such diseases as Small-pox, 
Diphtheria, Typhoid, Measles, etc., we must admit the 
urgent necessity of producing milk under sanitary con¬ 
ditions. 

Much of the disease-carrying milk iB "due to diseased 
animals, and insanitary cowsheds, and the public can 
only look to the veterinarian to detect the causes of such 
conditions. 

Uniformity of Inspection. 

We have not yet approached that ideal state—a system 
of uniform inspection of meat and milk throughout the 
country. The inspection under the Contagious Diseases 
of Animals Orders is controlled centrally by a Govern¬ 
ment department who are advised by expert veteri¬ 
narians, and as a result we have in our Board of Agri¬ 
culture Orders definite, concise and clear instructions, 
stating how outbreaks are to be dealt with. 

When we come to consider the inspection of meat, we 
find a certain amount of diversity. An uniform inspect¬ 
ion of meat and milk, as far as it is humanly possible, 
should be carried out by all public inspectors through¬ 
out the country. We have to-day in a few of the more 
enlightened centres an efficient inspection of meat and 
milk, while in other centres the inspection is haphazard 
and spasmodic, and in not a few districts the duties of 
the meat and milk inspector are ignored by the Local 
Authority. The necessity for an uniform system of 
meat inspection must be patent to all who understand 
and are interested in these matters. A purveyor of 
meat may, under our present conditions, avoid sending 
for sale a doubtful carcase into a district where there is 
regular inspection, with the possibility of the carcase 
being condemned, and may send it where it most proba¬ 
bly will not be inspected. Consequently, in those 
districts where the meat is not properly inspected the 
inhabitants run abnormal risks or being supplied with 
infected meat, as the district is likely to oecome a dump¬ 
ing ground for questionable carcases. 

It may sometimes happen that meat passed market¬ 
able in one district is condemned later in another dis¬ 
trict. This necessarily causes a great deal of dissatis¬ 
faction. If; there were a standard system of meat 
inspection carried out this is less likely to happen. If 
meat has been passed by a properly qualified meat 
inspector and stamped by the local authority, it should 
be accepted in any district in the country. This of 
course would apply to meat from diseased animals— 
not to meat that has undergone post-mortem changes 
owing to improper storage or handling following the 
inspection. We can never hope to have anything like 
an adequate and uniform system of meat inspection 
until we adopt the public abattoir system throughout 
the country. Many local authorities have recognised 
the defects of numerous private slaughter-houses, and 
have provided abattoirs. This has proved such a suc¬ 
cess that I feel sure future legislation will require all 
Local Authorities to provide public abattoirs and a 
more rigid and uniform inspection of our meat supply. 

Imported meat, I contend, should be examined by our 
own Government meat inspectors at the ports where it 


is landed in this country, and when passed sound and 
stamped by them, the stamp would form passport for 
the meat at all centres. Further our Government 
should supply English qualified meat inspectors in cer¬ 
tain foreign ports where a large number of animals arc 
being slaughtered regularly for export to this country. 
The animals would then be examined prior to and im¬ 
mediately after slaughter, and if passed sound could be 
suitably marked for export to this country. 

The outlook of the veterinary inspector to-day is cer¬ 
tainly better than it was in pre-war days. Public health 
administrators generally have come to realise the urgent 
necessity for a Public Health veterinary service as a 
branch of Preventive Medicine, The veterinary surgeon 
by his training is the one person fitted to deal with and 
administer all the public Acts and Orders affecting ani¬ 
mals, both living and dead ; and for this reason. Govern¬ 
ment and Local Authorities should recognise the impor¬ 
tance of the veterinary inspector, and allocate to him all 
the work in preventive medicine with which he is speci¬ 
ally fitted to deal. 

In these days there are many possibilities for the 
future of the veterinary inspector. We know it is the 
duty of the R.C.V.S. to carefully scrutinise all Acts and 
Orders affecting the work of the veterinarian which are 
submitted to Parliament; but while the R.C.V.S. con¬ 
tinue in their present low financial state, they cannot be 
expected to protect the interest of members in all the 
Parliamentary proceedings affecting them. If the 
Amendment Bill were passed, it would ensure a definite 
income for the Royal College. They would then be in a 
position to supply the necessary pecuniary support for a 
representative to assert our rights in all Bills coming 
before Parliament. The Ministry of Health has just 
taken over from the L.G.B. the work of the Public 
Health Act, and the Milk and Dairies Orders. These 
Acts and Orders became law before Veterinary State 
Medicine was established or recognised on its present 
lines, and I maintain that the real standing and position 
of the veterinary profession are not fully recognised in 
the Public Health Act, nor in the Milk ana Dairies 
Orders. Now that there is a change in the control of 
these Acts, I hope to see the necessary alterations made, 
so that the just claims of the veterinary profession are 
recognised. 

The Inspector. 

As I have already indicated, the work of the veterinary 
inspector, especially the whole-time veterinary inspector, 
requires special training. The public inspector must 
know his work thoroughly, he must be an expert in the 
art of diagnosis and in the administration of the law. 
The standard of qualification for, and the work of the 
public veterinary inspector should be kept high, and by 
this means the Local Authority and general public con¬ 
cerned would value their services and should pay them 
accordingly. The Ministry of Health should have power 
to instruct and see that the Local Authorities appoint 
properly qualified persons to cariy out the various 
branches of preventive medicine in their respective dis¬ 
tricts. The Jjocal Authority is responsible for the pub¬ 
lic health in the district, and if they appoint cneap 
officials who are not competent in their work, the blame 
for any harmful effects to the public due to the ineffici¬ 
ency of such officials lies with the Local Authority con¬ 
cerned. 

The best type of veterinary inspector is really a 
scientific man ; a real practical man to be a success must 
apply scientific method. Thus, in mange in the horse, 
unless you demonstrate the parasite you cannot swear 
you have mange. To diagnose anthrax you must prove 
the presence of the bacillus. It would b!e impossible in 
many cases to diagnose glanders without employing the 
scientific method of diagnosing with mallein. Other 
similar positions must occur to you all. The public 
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should be brought to see that the real practical man is 
the one with the requisite knowledge, and the so called 
practical man is the one who depends on intuition, or on 
knowledge handed down from the days before bacteri- 
logy and the aids of the laboratory had come to us. 

During the war, owing to a shortage of veterinary 
surgeons at home, there was a tendency to call in out¬ 
side aid to carry on the work which ordinarily is carried 
out by qualified veterinary surgeons. That was a war 
time necessity, and now that we have returned to a 
peace footing, if we wish to have the best work done we 
must not be misled by the accounts of what was done by 
laymen when the whole interest and energy of the nation 
was given up to the war. 

With the increase in motor transport previous to the 
war, there was current in some circles a pessimistic 
feeling about the future of the profession. That view 
was based on the idea that owing to the decrease in 
horses the work of the veterinary surgeon would de¬ 
crease. We know that this pessimism is no longer 
justified. There is an increasing call for trained and 
capable men from year to year, more particularly in 
connection with Veterinary State Medicine. Although 
there is an increasing demand for veterinary inspectors, 
we have not sufficient numbers entering the profession 
at the present day. The main reason for this is the low 
scale of remuneration for the services rendered. Com¬ 
pared with men of equal ability in other walks of life, 
the veterinary inspector is not well paid. The demand 
for the services of the veterinary inspector increases in 
proportion to the utility of the inspector to the public ; 
tor this reason it should be the aim of all of us to 
maintain a high standard. of efficiency and prove our 
value in preventive medicine, thus the necessity for 
veterinary inspectors will increase, and the remuneration 
also in due ratio. 

This Association, like many others, was stagnant 
during the war, but now that it is returning to active 
life, I hope it will, by co-operation of its members, 
materially advance the status of the veterinary inspector. 

I believe we are living in the dawn of a brilliant period 
of veterinary work The thanks of the future genera¬ 
tions will be given to those who have turned their ener¬ 
gies towards the development of preventive medicine, 
and when we will have eliminated tuberculosis from our 
animal population, and controlled, if not eradicated, 
other scourges of the human race, the history of the 
veterinary profession will be one to be proud of. 

Discussion. 

Mr. G. P. Male expressed his pleasure in reading Mr- 
DeVine’s masterly paper, with most of which he agreed, 
but said that, as was only to be expected, he had dealt 
with the subject chiefly from the standpoint of a whole¬ 
time veterinary inspector, and considering the fact that 
part-time inspectors were very much in the majority, 
their prospects must also be considered. Mr. DeVine 
suggested “That the Ministry of Health should have 
power to instruct and see that the local authorities 
appoint properly qualified persons to carry out the 
various branches of preventive medicine in the district.” 
This would open up a very wide question, whether the 
Ministry of Health should have control of animal 
diseases to the exclusion of the Board of Agriculture. 
It seemed to him that it would be impossible for both 
to have jurisdiction at the same time—there would be 
continual clashing. 

It would not matter who took over the duties so long 
as there was a properly constituted veterinaiy depart¬ 
ment presided over by a veterinary surgeon, who should 
be responsible only to the permanent head under the 
Ministry. 

There were many objections to working under the 
Ministry of Health. The Board of Agriculture seemed 


to be the proper department for looking after the meat 
and milk supply, and animal diseases generally. Veter¬ 
inary surgeons would expect more sympathy from that 
department than from any other. 

Owing to the small numbers entering the profession, 
any scheme formulated must take into account the part- 
time inspector, without whose aid it would be impossi¬ 
ble to carry out the work. 

In the veterinary press it had been the fashion to de¬ 
cry his services, but there is no doubt they had the con¬ 
fidence of the community to a great degree, and had 
rendered magnificent service. They compared very 
favourably with the average M.O.H., and had used all 
their opportunities to keep abreast of scientific know¬ 
ledge. 

Milk Supply. He thought more interest should be 
taken by the veterinary profession on the question of a 
pure milk supply. Tne public were getting anxious, 
and the cranks were taking advantage of this to spread 
alarming reports. The veterinary surgeon knowing the 
conditions and diseases affecting cows, and having the 
confidence of the farmers, would be of very great help 
to the country if they were allowed to take their share 
of this work. 

He agreed with the essayist that cows should be 
frequency inspected ; if this were done carefully and 
systematically there would not be many tubercle bacilli 
in the milk. Farmers should be encouraged to have 
their herds tested. It has been suggested that the 
tuberculin test is not carried out properly, ana that 
tuberculin is not standardised ; but after many years of 
testing cows in large numbers and making hundreds, of 
post-mortems, he was quite convinced that as carried 
out by most practitioners it was a most reliable one. It 
was not always possible to obtain the ideal—to take 
temperatures for days before the test, and then every 
three hours from the sixth hour after injection onwards 
until the 24th ; moreover, it was quite unnecessary. 

If the idea of the critics was to depreciate the veteri- 
I nary surgeon, so that his tests were to be submitted to 
laymen and others for adjudication, he, for one, would 
refuse to have anything to do with it, and most other 
practitioners would do likewise. No one would spend 
the night in dirty cowsheds if they were not allowed to 
judge the reaction without interference. 

Scheduled Diseases. Mr. DeVine had advised that 
various diseases should be sheduled. With regard to 
contagious abortion, which was very widespread, some 
steps should be taken, but he thought that it would be 
quite impracticable to schedule it. 

This had been tried before and had failed : it would 
require an army of inspectors and police, if a short 
order could be made making it illegal to sell or expose 
a cow in a market that had aborted, and especially if 
another calf had been put with it in the attempt 
conceal the fact that she had aborted 2 he thought this 
would go a long way to prevent the disease. A heavy 
fine would act as a deterrent. 

Johne’8 disease was so difficult to diagnose during life 
that it would be impracticable to schedule this disease. 

If owners were compelled to treat cases of ringworm 
and warbles he agreed that it would be beneficial. 

With regard to tuberculosis, no doubt another Order 
would soon be evolved, but at the present time there 
was nothing to prevent anyone having their cows tested 
and selling the reactors in the open market, so that 
instead of one centre of infection the disease was dis¬ 
tributed. The disease would never be lessened in that 
way. 

Public abattoirs he quite agreed should be made 
compulsory. 

The prospects of individuals as well as the profession 
were usually associated with finances, and he congratu¬ 
lated the N.A.V.I. on the excellent work they were doing 
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in approaching public bodies to increase the fees for 
public work. He hoped it would soon bear fruit. 

On the motion of Mr. Dawes, seconded by Mr. Dixson, 
a hearty vote of thanks to the President for his annual 
address and for his services to the Association was car¬ 
ried with acclamation. 


The following members took part in the discussion 
Messrs. Cameron, J. S. Lloyd, F. L. Gooch, E. J. Burn- 
dred, the President and Hon. Secretary. Owing to the 
failure of a reporter to attend the meeting, a full record 
of the discussion cannot be furnished. 

Tbevor F. Spenoer, 

Kettering, Oct., 1919. Hon. Sec. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extracts from London Gazette 

War Office, Whitehall, Oct. 28. 
Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

Maj. R. H. Holmes, c.m.cj., f.r.o.vs.,, relinquishes the 
actg. rank of Col. on ceasing to be empld. as D.D.V.S. 
(Oct. 6), when he reverts to the actg. rank of Lt-Col. 
whilst empld. as A.D.V.S.; Maj. (actg. Lt.-Col.) R. H. 
Holmes, c.m.g., f.r.c.v.s., is placed on the h.p. list, 
and retains his present emplt. (Oct. 29). 

Oct, 30. 

Capt. and Bt.-Maj. W. N. Ilowston relinquishes the 
temp, rank of Maj. (June 13); temp. Lt. D. E. 
MacRae to be temp. Capt. (July 24); temp. Capt. 
D. E. MacRae relinquishes his commn. on acct. of ill- 
health contracted on active service (Oct 31), and 
retains therank of Capt. 

Oct. 31. 

Maj. and Bt. Lt.-Col. J. A. B. McGowan relinquishes 
actg. rank of Lt.-Col. on ceasing to hold appt. of 
A.D.V.S. (Sept. 16); Capt. C. Davenport relinquishes 
actg. rank of Msg. (Feb. 22). 

Nov. 1. 

Temp. Msg. G. B. C. Rees-Mogg, o.b.e. (Vety. Capt. 1st 
Lite Gds.) relinquishes his temp, commn. (April 19). 

Nov. 3. 

Capt. R. S. Audas m.c., retires on ret. pay (Oct. 6). 

Territorial Force. Nov. 4. 

The King has been graciously pleased to confer the 
Territorial Decoration upon the undermentioned officers 
of the Territorial Force, who have been duly recom¬ 
mended for the same under the terms of the Royal 
Warrant dated Aug. 17,1908, as modified by the Royal 
Warrant dated Nov. 11,1918 

Msg. R. G. Anderson, O.B.E., f,r.c.v.s. ; Maj. C. Baxter. 


Territorial Force Reserve. 

Capt. W. H. Williamson, from the r.a.v.c. (t.f.), to be 
Capt. (Nov. 1). 

Personal. 

Mr. R. M. Malloch, m.r.c.v.8,, who for many years 
was in practice at Kirkby Stephen, has been appointed 
assistant Professor of Anatomy at the Glasgow Veter¬ 
inary College. 


OBITUARY. 

Archibald Munro, m.r.c.v.8., Altrincham, 

Graduated N. Edin : April, 1880. 
Mr. Munro died on 26th Oct., aged 68. 


NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

North of Scotland Division. 


The half-yearly meeting was held in the Agricultural 
Department, Marischal College, Aberdeen, on August 
28th 1919. 

The following members were presentMessrs. An¬ 
derson, Keith ; Brown, College of Agriculture ; Beattie, 
Longside : Cumming, Peterculter ; Drennan, Aberdeen ; 
Howie, Alford ; (Hon. Sec.); Johnston, Fyvie ; Kerr, 
Ellon ; Murray, Cullen ; Marshall. Aberdeen : McPher¬ 
son, Huntly; McVean, Craigellachie: McFarl&ne, 
Aberchirder; Niven, Inverurie; and Sievwright, 
Tarland, 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. 
Clark, Stonehaven, (President); and Crabb, senior and 
junior, New Aberdour. 

In the absence of the President and Senior Vice- 
President, the Junior Vice-President—Mr. Niven, In¬ 
verurie, was called upon to preside. 

The minute of last meeting was read and approved. 


GENERAL ANAESTHESIA. 

By Duncan Cumming, m.r.c.v.8. 

I have chosen the subject of anaesthesia for discussion 
firstly, because it is a subject in which I am greatly 
interested ; and secondly, because the Anaesthetics Bill 
has brought the subject prominently before the public 
and in the near future wul compel all members of the 
profession to pay some attention to it. 

I propose to confine my remarks to general anaes¬ 
thesia, leaving local anaesthesia—a very interesting and 
important subject—for another occasion. 

My experience has been confined to chloroform and 
A.C.E. mixture. The latter is composed of Alcohol 1 
part, Ether 2 parts, and Chloroform 3 parts, and is 
safer than pure chloroform for small animals. I have 
little favour for narcotics such as Chloral Hydrate and 
Cannabis Indica. Their action is too slow and their 
effects last too long after the operation is completed. 

General anesthesia presents difficulties to the veteri¬ 
nary surgeon, especially the man who carries on his own 
practice single handed. No major operation can be 
safely carried through under anesthesia without expert 
assistance. It is too much of a strain for one man to 
have to perform the operation and at the same time keep 
an eye on the condition of the patient. Neighbouring 
practitioners should have an arrangement to render 
mutual assistance in cases where anaesthesia is necessary. 
I am of opinion that such a plan would be good for the 
members as individuals, and tend to the advancement 
of the profession as a whole. On the other hand, I 
think the time has come when properly equipped veteri¬ 
nary hospitals should be instituted in suitable centres 
where serious cases could be sent for treatment by 
specialists. I have good hopes of seeing such an estab¬ 
lishment in Aberdeen in the future. 

For minor operations, lasting only from ten to fifteen 
minutes, the practitioner can manage with the help of 
an intelligent lay assistant, but one has to be careful. I 
had an experience once when removing the fractured 
part of the external angle of the ilium m a cow. The 
patient being on the point of waking up, I asked the 
man at her head to give her a little more chloroform 
from an eight ounce bottle I had. Some time after I 
asked him how he was getting on. Ob, fine, he said, but 
the bottle is dry. That cow did not get up for two 
hours after the operation, but fortunately she got on all 
right. 
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An esthesia op the Horse. 

I prefer to have the animal prepared for at least three 
days before the operation. I give a laxative, and feed 
on mashes in small quantities ; for abdominal cases I 
give oatmeal gruel, and find it keeps up the strength of 
the patient without bulking up the stomach and bowels. 
It is well, in working horses, to examine the heart and 
lungs for any diseased condition. I generally have the 
horse cast either by hobbles or side lines, the latter for 
abdominal operations. I have had little experience of 
the standing method of anaesthesia, but what I have had 
has not impressed me favourably. After the patient is 
cast and secured I put on a muzzle. The muzzle consists 
simply of a strong canvas bag, open at both ends, each 
end being provided with a running string; the upper 
string brings the bag tightly round the face, while the 
lower one regulates the opening for the supply of air 
and anesthetic; a string to go over the poll like a halter 
completes the apparatus. I place a bundle of straw 
under the neck so as to get the throat at a higher level 
than the nose ; I then pour four drams of chloroform on 
a sponge, place the sponge over both nostrils, close 
the lower end of muzzle either by hand or by pulling 
the string tight. Should the animal struggle badly, as 
if choking, I open the end of the bag and admit a little 
more air. I do not find it satisfactory to exclude all air, 
it gives the patient a suffocating feeling, and causes 
struggling ; I prefer to admit a fair amount of air. It 
may mean a few minutes longer, but is safer and more 
agreeable to the patient. The four drams will not, in 
many cases, be sufficient; I generally add another two 
drams and exclude more air, when very soon the eyelids 
close, muscles relax, and the patient goes to sleep. When 
the patient is well under I open the end of the bag and 
remove the sponge. When sensation is likely to return 
I replace the sponge, with another couple of drams in it. 
I have often noticed that at this stage a horse will give 
a slight struggle. If I am of opinion that he has had 
sufficient chloroform I wait a few seconds, when, in 
many cases, he will quietly go to sleep again. I keep 
my eve on the respirations and on the pupil of the eye ; 
should the former get shallow or jerky and the pupil 
begin to dilate, I see that the nostrils have free play, 
ana give him a slap on the face with my hand. It may 
be necessary to assist respiration. It is well to carry out 
all these precautions quietly and not to mention them 
to the operator, who has his mind and hands fully occu¬ 
pied. 

When the operation is nearly finished I prefer to see 
the patient showing signs of waking up. I have the 
muzzle removed, as it saves time after the operation is 
finished. As soon as the surgeon has finished I remove 
the hobbles or ropes, and leave the patient alone until 
he shows signs of sitting upon his sternum and taking 
an interest in his surroundings. I then get a man to 
take a short hold on the halter and another at the tail, 
bo as to steady him when he rises. I walk him gently 
to a loose box, cover him up with a rug, and in about 
fifteen minutes offer him some light food, say, bran and 
oats. 

I would just mention that when chloroforming a horse 
in a loose box, unless it is well ventilated, always if 
possible have his head towards the open door. 

The amount of chloroform necessary to anaesthetise a 
horse, in my experience, varies from six drams to eight 
ounces. When the stomach and bowels are empty one 
always requires less chloroform ; an animal that has 
been fasted for three days should not require more than 
one ounce. 

Cattle. I find that cattle make very good subjects for 
anaesthesia. I have administered chloroform to calves 
two days old, and to aged cows. I always chloroform 
cattle in the standing position. I get them into a loose 


box with plenty of straw, put a halter on the head with 
a rope attached to each side, with an attendant on each 
heaa rope and another at the tail. I then put on the 
canvas muzzle, as previously described ; put four drams 
of chloroform on the sponge, put it in the lower end of 
the bag, and pull the strings tight. The animal stands 
quietly for a few minutes, and then either makes a 
bound forward or pulls suddenly backward. These 
movements are controlled by the men at the head and 
tail. After a few struggles, if sufficient chloroform has 
been given, the animal sinks quietly down or is easily 
pushed over. -As I find it is not very safe to do any¬ 
thing unless the legs are secured, that should be done at 
this stage. More chloroform is administered in two 
dram doses, as necessary. I often give chloroform in 
the stall, and for animals which have never been haltered 
I find this a very convenient method ; I put on the 
muzzle, then a halter, pull the halter rope over the straw 
rack, loosen the binding, and put a man on the tail with 
instructions to push or pull as indicated by the move¬ 
ments of the patient. Then put the chloroform sponge 
in the muzzle and tie top. The man on the halter rope 
keeps it tight or lets it slip as necessary. When the 
animal goes down he lets go the rope and fixes the head 
to the ground. This method does well in cases of ever¬ 
sion of the uterus. After the cow is under the influence 
of the anaesthetic turn her right round, when her head 
will be lower than her hindquarters. You will also find 
the manger a capital support for the feet as a means of 
purchase. It is necessary to have a couple of assistants 
supporting the everted uterus with a sheet, so as to 
prevent injury while the animal is being put under. 
Cattle take about the same quantity of chloroform as 
horses, according to age and condition. 

Pigs. I have not had a large experience of chloro¬ 
forming pigs, my chief performances nave been confined 
to old boars, for castration, and breeding sows in difficult 
parturition cases. I prefer to have the pig in a clean 
byre ; a cattle stall makes a splendid operating theatre. 
If possible, all food should be withheld on the day of 
the operation. 

I get a rope with a running noose fixed behind the 
tusks of the upper jaw. I use a similar bag to that used 
for the horse or ox, but smaller. I slip the bag on the 
rope and take a turn or two with the rope round a post 
or other fixed object and draw the pig tightly up to it 
and fix. Then slip the bag over the nostrils and fasten 
tightly round the face with upper string; put about two 
drams of chloroform on some cotton wool, insert it into 
the lower end of the bag and pull the lower string fairly 
tight. The squealing soon stops, and is succeeded by a 
grunt as of satisfaction. In about three minutes the 
patient topples over. I then loosen the lower string of 
muzzle and proceed with the operation. 

I find pigs are very readily over-dosed, and they are 
very troublesome patients to bring round. I had the 
experience of one in which respiration ceased, and it 
gave me a warm time before I got it re-established. In 
spite of the risk I consider it the easiest way of fixing 
an old boar for castration. 

Dogs. I think there has been more written about the 
dangers of giving chloroform to dogs than to any other 
animal. My experience has been that where ordinary 
care is exercised the risk is very negligible. I have had 
an 11-year-old Yorkshire Terrier under chloroform for 
an hour-and-a-half while a very serious operation was 
being performed, and the anaesthetic was administered 
from a jam jar. My usual practice is to fast the animal 
for twenty-four hours, and have it fixed on an operating 
table, I use Hobday’s muzzle. At one time I used the 
A.C.E. mixture, with air. but I found it took too long 
to get a healthy dog under. I now fix on the muzzle, 
put a dram of chloroform on cotton wool, insert it into 
the end of the muzzle and regulate the admission of air 
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with my hand. After the patient is under I substitute 
the A.C.E. mixture for the chloroform, and apply it 
with the spray, along with air. 

I have never had the experience of respiratory failure 
with the dog, but I have found some dogs very resistant 
to chloroform—almost impossible to get them under 
the influence of the anesthetic. In the case of a very 
nervous dog, I have found it very satisfactory to have 
the owner near its head until anesthesia is complete. 

Cats. My experience is that cats do not make good 
subjects for anesthesia. 1 have found the proverbial 
nine lives sadly wanting—except in cats which are 
fairly eaay to handle, ana can be properly fixed on the 
operating table. I usually put the cat in a small box 
with an opening in the end into which I insert the 
aniesthestic on cotton wool, and regulate the air with 
my hand. After anaesthesia is complete I remove the 
patient from the box and fix it on the operating table in 
the usual way. I prefer the A.C.E. mixture for cats. 

Gentlemen, the foregoing is a rough outline of how I 
administer anaesthetic. I know it is far from complete, 
but I hope to glean some useful imformation from the 
discussion which is to follow. I thank you for your 
kind attention to my effort. 

Discussion. 

The Chairman : We have listened to a very excellent 
and practical paper and we are very deeply indebted to 
Mr. Gumming for the trouble he has taken m introducing 
a subject which, in view of the Anaesthetics (Animals ) 
Bill, must be exercising the minds of most of us. I have 
had very little experience of general anaesthesia except 
in the larger animals. It is the right thing to do, for 
not only is it more humane, but big operations are more 
successfully and easily completed. 

Mr. Si kvweight : I beg to add my thanks to Mr. 
Cumming for his very excellent paper. I have’nt had a 
great deal of experience, but in those cases in which 
chloroform was used there were no mishaps. Anaesthetics 
will be more and more in use as time goes on, greatly to 
the benefit of the patient and the operator. 

Mr. Anderson : I thank Mr. Cumming for his paper, 
bnt can say very little about it as I have no great ex¬ 
perience 01 the use of anuMthetics. 

Mr. McFarlane : I have no experience, but am very 
glad to have heard Mr. Cummings’ paper for the sake of 
its instructiveness. 

Mr. Brown : This is a subject in which I am greatly 
interested, and I am very grateful to Mr. Cumming for 
introducing it. His views conform very mnch with my 
own. Another way of administering chloroform, which 
is said to hail from America, is as follows. When the 
horse is cast, spread a gig rug, or other waterproof sheet 
under the head : then put the initial dose of chloro¬ 
form on a towel, which is spread over the nostrils of the 
patient. The rug is then folded over the head, towel 
and all. The air supply is regulated by lifting the edge 
of the rug as necessary. The chloroform is added from 
time to tune from a dropping bottle. This plan is quite 
successful, and is always handy in an emergency. 

It is an important point to remember that a starved 
horse requires a very small dose. It takes a very large 
dose to put under a foaling mare, full of food and in a 
high state of excitement—probably from six to eight 
ounces. . . 

Mr. Kerr : The Anesthetics Bui is a move in the 
right direction, and we must move with the times. It 
has the disadvantage that single-handed practitioners 
will have to call in an assistant, but valuable patients 
can stand the cost of assistance. 

Mr. Beattie : I thank Mr. Cumming for his very 
timeous paper. I had a case of collapse under anaes¬ 
thetic during an operation an a large Retriever dog. 
Artificial respiration by turning it over and pressing on 


the back ribs brought it round in time, but it was hard 
work. There should always be two at a chloroform 
operation. 

Capt. Marshall : I have very little to add to what 
has been said. Too much stress, in my opinion, is put 
upon the dangers of anaesthesia. In the army there are 
very few deaths and the chloroforming is in most cases 
done by laymen under the instructions of the veterinary 
officer. The “ rug ” system is used mostly in the army, 
allowing very little air. Rome prefer air and chloroform 
all through the operation. 

Mr. Drennan : I have to add my thanks to Mr. 
Cumming for his paper. I like a good admixture of air 
along with the anaesthetic, and add gradually from a 
drop-bottle. In the case of dogs I think it best to give 
small doses slowly with a good admixture of air, and not 
to suffocate them under. 

Maj. McVean : We have heard a very interesting and 
instructive paper, chloroform, in my experience, is one 
of the most useful drugs used by the profession. It 
can be used freely with a fair amount of care if the ani¬ 
mal has been starved. In the army the method des¬ 
cribed by Messrs. Brown and Marshall was invariably 
employed, and always by laymen, and it is wonderful 
how well they did it. I had two fatal results, both in 
operations, for stripping the ventricles. On post-mortem 
in each case there were heart legions. 

Capt. Marshall : I once or twice gave chloroform 
for the extraction of molar teeth, and found that one 
has to be very careful, for fear of blood getting down 
the trachea and causing septic pneumonia. 

Mr. Gumming : I have to thank you all for the easy 
way you have let me down. In reply to Mr. Brown, I 
have never used the gig rug method, but have got into 
the way of using the Dag, which has the advantage that 
the patient can’t get rid of it during his movements. It 
is a great mistake to rush an animal as they always fight, 
as if choking. It is best to take time and give a judicious 
amount of air. I have no doubt some way of chloro¬ 
forming colts quickly and easily for castration will yet 
be discovered, as the science of anaesthetics in animals 
is yet in its infancy. I consider that the veterinary pro¬ 
fession doesn’t shine in regard to the Anaesthetics Bill. 
It has been forced upon us instead of being the result of 
initiative from our side. 

Regarding the cost, I have never had any trouble with 
my clients, in fact they rather like it. We should refuse 
to do all painful operations except under chloroform. 

In reply to Capt. Marshall, regarding the danger of 
tooth operations, I would advise that the horse be cast 
on a slope, and during the operation the head pulled 
round, bo tnat it is on a lower plane than the rest of the 
body. 

My experience of anaesthetics in the parturition of 
mares is not exactly favourable. One certainly gets rid 
of straining, but a peculiar laxity of the membranes of 
the uterus acts as a hindrance to the manipulation of 
the foetus. All the same, it is good practice to use anaes¬ 
thetics, and one should not be afraid to use them. I 
once had a mare under for three hours and the case did 
all right. Never go to a foaling case without hobbles 
and chloroform. In the case of calvings in cows and 
heifers it has been very helpful; also m prolapse of 
uterus. 


Mr. Percy Pen hale, of Barnstaple, has been the 
victim of a fire which occurred on the night of the 5th 
inst., and caused damage to the extent of £200. It 
resulted in the destruction of a large motor house and 
harness room, with a drug store above. Mr. and Mrs. 
Penhale were at the time in London; but their four 
children were taken to a place of safety by the servants 
when the alarm was raised. 



November 8, 1919 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


217 


THE NEW BYE-LAW. 

Now that our Council have passed a new law against 
M covering ” I for one would like to know how I stand. 
Being one of those unfortunate individuals who, some 
years ago, was forced to employ “ unskilled labour ” to 
hold together a branch practice which had cost me over 
£500 hard cash. I advertised for several weeks for a 
qualified manager, and after trying three, saw my 
practice rapidly becoming less. In disgust 1 engaged 
an unqualified man, well recommended by several veter¬ 
inary surgeons, and up to this law passing have never 
had reason to regret it. 

I have no written agreement with him, so that accord¬ 
ing to how I read the new law he can sit tight and 
practice away on his own, but I must have nothing to 
do with him. It means that he just takes my £500 
practice from me and I have no redress. It it useless 
me attempting to put a qualified man in his place, as I 
myself should not like to think I had to make a living 
against him in the district. 

M.R.C.V.S. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 

Jagger, H. C., Westerham Hill, Kent £110 
Jones, H. L., Beira, B.E.A. 110 

Killelea, M. J., Capt., r.a.v c. 1 1 0 

O’Dea, A. F., Belclare, Tuam. 110 

Ripley, J. H., Hurst Green, Sussex 110 

Scott, F. C., Pontefract 1 1 0 

Revington, T. le B. Keetmanshoop, S. W. 

Africa. (1915 and 1920, completing annual 
subscriptions from 1911 to 1920) 2 2 0 

Previously acknowledged £982 3 10 

Nov. 5,1919. £990 11 10 

Owing to there having been no call on the MacCallum 
Veterinary Bursary Fund for a period of two years, a 
sum of £117, representing the revenue from the fund is 
to be disposed of in sums of £5 each to indigent people 
of Maybole who have never been in receipt of poor relief. 
Twenty-three names have been selected for participation. 


PRINCIPAL S. H. GAIGER, F.R.C.V.S. 

The following appreciation appears in The Scottish 
Farmer :— 

“ The new Principal of the Glasgow Veterinary Col¬ 
lege was born near Edinburgh in 1884, and was educated 
at the Royal High School, Edinburgh. In 1900 he 
studied at the Royal College of Surgeons, Edinburgh, 
and towards the close of that year entered the New Vet¬ 
erinary College, Edinburgh. His College career was a 
distinguished one. He obtained medals in anatomy, 
practical anatomy, histology, physiology, materia medica, 
pathology, and the Principal’s prize of £20 for highest 
marks in the first three professional examinations, in 
which he also obtained honours. He took second place 
• in those subjects in which he was not first. His final 
examination had to be postponed because he was under 
age, and his Diploma is dated January, 1905. In the 
latter part of 1905 he studied post-graduate subjects 
under Sir John M‘Fadyean. Up till March, 1906, he 
spent his College vacations and other available time in 
practices in Scotland, Ireland, Wales, and several parts 
of England. In 1906 he was appointed to the Indian 


Civil Veterinary Department. He was posted to the 
Punjab Veterinary College in Lahore, where his work 
lay m investigating and teaching animal contagious dis¬ 
eases, and in examination of ana reporting on material 
from contagious disease outbreaks in various parts. In 
addition he worked for a time at the Imperial Bacteri¬ 
ological Laboratory at Muktesar. In 1911, while offici¬ 
ating as Principal of the Punjab Veterinary College, he 
became infected with glanders while investigating an 
outbreak. This accident resulted in his retiral from the 
Indian Civil Veterinary Department in 1915. His is 
one of the few cases of recovery from this deadly disease, 
and was only brought about after over 80 surgical oper¬ 
ations, including the loss of his left arm. In 1915-16 he 
was engaged in experimental work at the laboratory of 
the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries. In 1916 he 
took the Fellowship Diploma of the R.C.V.S. In 1916 
17 he was investigating sheep diseases on the sheep farms 
of the Peruvian Andes, returning via the West Indies, 
Canada, and the United States to Britain in 1917. 
Shortly after returning he was appointed to the Glasgow 
Veterinary College as Professor of Pathology and Bac¬ 
teriology, and to be in charge of the new research labora¬ 
tory—for the designing and fitting of which he was re¬ 
sponsible-provided by the Board of Agriculture for 
Scotland for the investigation of diseases of animals in 
Scotland.” 


Farmer’s views on the control of 
Foot-and-mouth disease. 

The Beds, and Hunts. Farmers’ Union, through its 
St. Neots Committee, which covers the area of the local 
outbreak, has raised its voice in strong protest against 
the recent Order dealing with the matter two days after 
the outbreak. 

The Secretary called attention to the fact that, al¬ 
though it was essential to close down a certain area, in 
this area the distance was so wide it would create much 
hardship. The passage of cows for milking, even if only 
a forty-foot road was to be crossed, was an example. 
Where sheep were out at joist, and the keep gone, wou d 
create another hardship. This officialism was causinlg 
strong feeling. 

Mr. John Ramply, in moving the resolution (below), 
said it was scandalous to slaughter cattle at a time when 
every possible pound of home-grown meat was wanted, 
and we were importing millions of pounds worth yearly. 
It was well-known that in nearly every case cattle 
affected with foot-and-mouth disease recovered. All 
that was necessary was to isolate them and give them 
hay. It was waste of good raw material to kill them— 
material which took years to produce. He remembered 
many of his father’s stock were at one time attacked, 
and nearly all got better. He also recollected a large 
number at St. Ives recovering. The number of officials 
who had come down from London was ridiculous. 

Mr. A. Main, a farmer of long standing and experience, 
said he had never known a bullock die from foot-and- 
mouth disease. 

Mr. H. A. Christmas (Great Gransden, where the out¬ 
break was notified) believed nine or ten officials were 
staying at St. Neots and going backwards and forwards 
daily. There were also five or six men locked up on the 
premises, and about a dozen police about; three on 
duty at a time. That morning a number of cattle which 
had practically recovered had been slaughtered. If it 
was so dangerous, why were they not killed four days 
before? The five or six men there had not done so 
much work in several days as two of his men would do 
in half a day. 

Mr. R. Ekins considered it a great shame and waste 
of public money to slaughter cattle. They should be 
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allowed so many days to recover, then, if there were no 
hope, destroy them. When they got over the attack 
thev did better than before. 

Other members with experience of the disease spoke 
strongly, and the following resolution was passed unani¬ 
mously, and ordered to be sent to Lord Lee :— 

“That this meeting strongly protests against the 
wholesale and entirely unnecessary slaughter of cattle 
in the area prescribed as being affected with foot-and- 
mouth disease. Practical experience authoritatively 
proves that the greater proportion of the cattle attacked 
recover in a very short period. Isolation under strict 
methods should create a sufficient safeguard against 
infection. At a time when it is essential to produce as 
much home grown meat as possible in the interests of 
the nation, it is a scandal that so much food should be 
wasted. Further, the closing of such a large area is 
quite unnecessary, dislocating all trade, and causing the 
utmost inconvenience to the public generally. More¬ 
over, in the opinion of this meeting, the number of 
officials and “ workers ” dealing with the outbreak is 
unwarranted, the majority having apparently nothing 
to do except to add still further to the financial 
burdens of tne country.”— The Peterborough awl Hunts 
Sta iiffard. 


A Surgical Operation, 

A correspondent from “down under” sends us the 
following note, from The Southland Daily News, (In¬ 
vercargill, N.Z.) with a request that we will publish it. 
We do not like to refuse, but we quite fail to see who 


will profit by our publishing it—it is simply a “news * 
paragraph, without detail or verification. 

Mr. Thos. Glencro8s purchased the Australian show 
jumpers, Blue Baron and Young Highlander, and took 
them to England, where the former jumped over 7ft. at 
the Olympic Shows. Unfortunately, Blue Baron devel¬ 
oped a growth between an ear and an eye. Six English 
vets, tried to relieve the horse of the growth, but each 
operation was unsuccessful, and finally fMr. Glencross 
was told by a veterinary professor that the case was 
hopeless. He, however, heard of Captain Angus McIn¬ 
tosh, an Australian vet., and he asked him to inspect 
the horse. Captain McIntosh operated on Blue Baron, 
and the operation was successful, and resulted in a com¬ 
plete cure. For twelve months Blue Baron could not be 
shown, but now his owner is riding him again over the 
fences in the show-grounds. Mr. Glencross says that 
Captain McIntosh proved a wonderfully skilled operator. 


British Sheep and French Breeders. 

The French Minister for the Liberated Regions 
telegraphed to the Agricultural Relief of Allies' Com¬ 
mittee announcing the arrival, in splendid condition, of 
recent consignments of Leicesters, Suffolks, and South - 
downs, and stating that “ French breeders are amazed 
at the magnificent animals ” the committee are sending. 

Up to date the committee have sent out over 1800 
head of sheep in addition to other live stock to Franco 
and Belgium this year, and their shipments will con¬ 
tinue until the end of October, by which time it is 
expected that their operation will come to an end. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Period. 

Rabies. 

Cases 

Anthrax 

Foot- 

and-Mouth 

Disease. 

Glanders, f 

Parasitio 

Mange. 

Sheep 

Scab. 

<») 

Swine Fever. 


Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(«>) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

CD 

a : 

u -2 

•2 c 
O-U 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(a) 

Out¬ 
breaks 
<«) 1 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(6) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(«) 

Slaugh¬ 
tered. • 

Gt. BRITAIN. 

Week ended Nov. 1 

/ 1918 

Co "St" s { i*jj 



9 

9 

10 

638 

. 

1 

43 

56 

2 

46 

31 

10 


2 

5 

11 

2 

5 

17 



1 

2 

1 

43 

30 

14 

78 

50 

27 

5 

5 

2 

24 

18 

39 

14 

H 

21 

Total for 44 weeks, 1919 

/ 1918 

Corresponding 1 

period in | jg 16 

|l46 

5 

185 

242 

59 

2400 

22 

55 

4.366 

8725 

268 

1863 

921 

55 

2 

20G 

368 

453 

237 

419 

536 

3 

1 

40 

_73 

28 

23 

41 

77 

43 

112 

3748 

2066 

1831 

7014 

3909 

4092 

270 

425 

205 

1204 

1908 

1803 

477 

821 

8910 


(a) Confirmed, (b) Reported by Local Authorities. t Counties affected, animals attaoked London 1 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Nov.. 4, 1919 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 


IRELAND. 

Week 

Corresponding 

Week in 

ended Nov. 1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Outbreaks 

2 

3 

... 

... 

1918 ... 

1917 ... 

1916 ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

6 

9 

16 

1 

1 

3 

9 

5 

19 

Total for 47 weeks, 1919 

Corresponding ( 

period in j "JJ 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

l 

182 

223 

80 

93 

2 

3 

3 

2 

5 

7 

... 

... 

i 

i 

93 

41 

58 

262 

332 

366 

25 

192 

277 

85 

1112 

1599 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Nov. 3.1919 
Note. — The figures for the Current Year arejipproximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infeotion 











H Meeftl? Journal for tbe profession. 

Founded by William Hunting, p.b.o.v.b. 


No. 1636 NOVEMBER 15, igig. Vol. XXXII. 


The National Association and its work. 

This week many of our pages are devoted to 
records of the aims and hopes of The National 
Association: and although much of this comes as 
“ after dinner speeches ” it is none the less an 
earnest for the immediate future. The review of 
tbe position by our past-President Mr. F. Garnett, 
indicates several directions in which The National 
may assist in moulding the future of the profess¬ 
ion—for it must not be forgotten that in several of 
the subjects touched upon the initiative lies with 
the body of the profession. It is not every desira¬ 
ble reform that can have its origin in the Council. 
This is clearly indicated in the concluding sentences 
of the paper—an exhortation to all veterinary 
surgeons to become members of The National: and 
the necessity is demonstrated by the creation of the 
National Association of Vety. Inspectors—which is 
properly a section of a fully developed National Vety. 
Association. It cannot be too clearly understood 
that the functions of the Council R.C.V.S. are limi¬ 
ted. How many times in the last quarter of a cen¬ 
tury have the unthinking clamoured for the sup¬ 
pression of quacks by some undefined action of the 
Council—a result doubtful of attainment even by a 
high-handed Act of Parliament. On the other hand, 
in tbe same period what advancement has been 
made in the A.V.S. in which the Council has 
materially assisted, especially in the earlier years. 
Here we have a constituted body, acknowledged by 
Aots and Charters, dealing with one of the larger 
Government Departments. Moreover, the Council 
is constitutionally representative, since each indi¬ 
vidual member of that Council may be elected by 
the vote of every other member of the profession on 
our Begister. But when it comes to fixing fees, or 
dealing with local governing bodies, a differently 
constituted body is necessary, and unless and until 
such body is able numerically to represent a large 
majority of the profession, it is not in a position to 
successfully contest the actions of these heteroge¬ 
nous bodies, many of whose members are unin¬ 
formed rather than actively hostile, whilst tbe con¬ 
trolling opinion may be that of a legal gentleman 
equally uninformed on veterinary matters, and with 
no respect for any other profession—or pocket— 
than his own. 

A letter in our correspondence column points out 
a weak spot—the need for a local Division in Somer¬ 
set, and a member present at the annual meeting 
mentioned a similar lack in the neighbouring Coun¬ 
ty of Somerset. This is essentially a matter for 
the newly formed Executive Committee of N.V.A. to 
deal with; and one of the first considerations is to 
(ocatq a centre with good access by railway. 


General Anaesthesia. 

The paper by Mr. Duncan Cumming on this 
subject, printed last.week, indicates a pressing need 
of the profession. He is undoubtedly right in say¬ 
ing that “ the Anesthetics Bill has brought the 
subject prominently before the profession, and in 
the near future will compel all members of the 
profession to pay some attention to it.” His later 
remark that “ the science of anesthetics in animals 
is yet in its infancy ” is also no exaggeration, as a 
very little consideration of the subject will show. 
It is true of anesthesia as a whole, and especially 
so of general anesthesia as distinct from local. 

We have now a great deal of experience of general 
anesthesia in the horse and dog. Much of it has 
been recorded; but a great deal more is in the 
memories of practitioners, most of whom now anes- 
thetise more of less regularly. Vet there is still 
much divergence of practice and opinion amongst 
us as to the best methods to adopt in both animals. 
Similar diversities exist in the case of the cat, except 
that it seems to be pretty generally agreed that 
this animal is not a satisfactory subject for anes¬ 
thesia. With pigs and ruminants, the position is 
still more uncertain. We have far less experience 
of general anesthesia in these animals than in those 
first named ; and such results and opinions as have 
been published are distinctly conflicting. Some 
men, for instance, give ruminants a bad name as 
subjects for chloroform, while Mr. Cumming has 
found them good ones. In every branch of veter¬ 
inary anaesthesia, we have still very much to learn. 

While we are in this positfon, anaesthetics are 
being forced upon the public notice; aud it would 
be well for us to endeavour to attain to some amount 
of unity in thought, if not of uniformity in practice. 
The more frequently it is discussed by veterinary, 
associations the better. So many different ansBS- 
thetising methods are in vogue amongst us that 
any paper and discussion such as that under notice 
is almost certain to produoe something new or 
suggestive to some men. The remarks by Mr. 
Cumming upon tbe A.C.E. mixture, for instance, 
are well worth noting ; for the agent has never been 
largely used by British practitioners, but seems to 
deserve an extensive trial in tbe small animals. 
For some time to come, no subject will be more 
likely to provide a veterinary society with a good 
meeting than anaesthesia—and probably, if it were 
possible to confine each meeting to general or local 
anaesthesia alone, instead of taking both together, 
it would allow the fuller consideration of details, 
whioh are often essentials. 
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OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 


“QUO VADIS”* 

Five years of war have not been without their effect 
upon our profession, as upon every other occupation. 
Tne whole of its energies being devoted exclusively to 
the successful prosecution of the war, necessitated a 
period of stagnation as regards the normal progress of 
the profession. It is necessary therefore that we should 
look round and gather up the threads which were so 
radely broken in August, 1914, seeing with a clearer 
vision the accumulation of projects, the solution of which 
would have been taken in hand during the years that 
have elapsed, with the experience we have passed through 
to aid us. 

Board of Agriculture and Ministry of Health. 

The position which the profession held in 1914 under 
the Board of Agriculture and the Local Government 
Board with regard to the Contagious Diseases of An¬ 
imals. Tuberculosis and the Milk and Dairies Orders, 
and the control of Meat Inspection was an anomalous 
one; for it must be conceded from the only point of 
view which we can hold in this matter, i.e. of efficiency 
in the public interest in the discharge of those important 
national duties, that the dual control by two government 
departments could not be held by anyone to be in the 
best interest of the State, except with the duplication 
of officials and expenses, which no one who had the 
efficiency of the State at heart could advocate on any 
grounds whatever. 

The formation of the Ministry of Health and the 
taking over by that department of the duties of the 
Loeal Government Board, presents an opportunity for 
dealing in an efficient manner with the contagious dis¬ 
eases of animals by a comprehensive scheme embodying 
as its principal object unity of control and administra¬ 
tion. 

The rivalries of Government Departments must not 
be allowed to stand any longer in tne way of efficiency 
and economy of administration. From the national 
point of view I am perfectly indifferent as to which De¬ 
partment undertakes the work. I am fully aware that 
there are arguments in favour of either of them holding 
control of animal diseases, of which briefly the following 
are the chief :— 

On the one hand :—It may be held that the Ministry 
of Health is responsible for public health, and that as 
many of the contagious diseases of animals are communi¬ 
cable to man, therefore that department should be the 
ooBtrolling authority. They have already assumed con¬ 
trol of Tuberculosis (Milk) and the Inspection of Meat 
in slaughter*honses, though they have no veterinary ex¬ 
perts on their staff to advise or carry out their work—if 
we except the veterinary officers of the Board of Agri¬ 
culture who, when asked, may advise, but have no ex¬ 
ecutive power. As showing the practical result of this 
position I need only mention the Pure Milk Regulations 
under which the Ministry allow an extra charge to be 
made for milk, the product of animals supposed to be 
free from disease. As the examination of these animals 
is not made by a veterinary surgeon, the whole of this 
scheme is neither more or less than camoujlage , to hood¬ 
wink the public into the belief that the extra price they 
are paying is for milk which has been obtained from cows 
free from disease and housed under the best hygienic 
conditions: whereas the animals from which it is ob- 


* Read at the Annual Meeting of the Association, at the 
Rooms of the Royal Society of Arts, London, on Friday, 
Qct 31st, 1919. 


tained are examined and certified free from disease by 
any Dick, Tom or Harry without any qualification 
whatever. 

On the other hand The Board of Agriculture have 
the health of animals generally under their control, and 
especially the suppression of tne contagious diseases of 
animals, including those which are communicable to 
man. The Board are thus executively preventing the 
spread of these diseases. They have a staff of trained 
and competent veterinary surgeons to carry out the 
work, and I think it may be held that this staff has the 
entire confidence of the animal-owning community. 

Such is the position of the dual control as it exists to¬ 
day : Ministry of Health—Tuberculosis (Milk), and In¬ 
spection of Meat. Board of Agriculture—all contagious 
diseases of animals and the investigation of animal dis¬ 
eases generally, with a small but highly trained staff of 
veterinaiy experts. 

What is desired in order to carry out the work thor¬ 
oughly, efficiently and economically, is to have a ample 
veterinary branch in either of these departments with 
executive power to carry out the objects with regard to 
all animal diseases, at present carried out individually 
and through separate offices by the two departments. 

The chief veterinary officer at the head of such branch 
would be responsible through his own staff for the 
carrying out of the policy decided upon by the depart¬ 
ment concerned. He would also have his present duties 
of investigating animal disease. He should have a 
sufficient number of veterinary inspectors on his staff 
supplemented by one or more whole-time local veterinary 
inspectors for Counties, County boroughs, or groups 
such as may be necessary for the work undertaken; 
with, if required, part-time veterinary inspectors under 
them. He would be directly responsible for the entire 
work to the head of the department to which the Gov¬ 
ernment may decide to allot the work of the State vet¬ 
erinary service. 

For certain reasons it would appear that from an ad¬ 
ministrative point of view the Ministry of Health should 
be selected ; \>ut I should be sorry to see the Official 
Veterinary Service divorced from tne Board of Agricul- 
j ture and the great agricultural community which that 
department represents. 

Our point for efficiency will have been achieved by 
the unity of control and administration under either A 
the Government bodies concerned. 

The Fellowship and the Examining Board. 

The Charter of 1876 instituted the Fellowship 
Diploma, and at the same time conferred on the holders 
of the diploma the exclusive privilege of constituting 
the Board of Examiners, which at the present time 
consists of 22 members. It has become increasingly 
evident that the Fellowship has not fulfilled its promise 
nor its holders the privileged obligations conferred upon 
them by the Charter. The total number of Fellows now 
on the Register is 290, and out of this number the 
examiners have to be elected by the Council. 

For many years before the war the competition for a 
seat on the examining board was totally inadequate to 
offer a sufficient selection to the Council, and many of 
the examiners have had to be selected from professions 
other than our own. It need hardly be said that since 
the war commenced this state of affairs has become in¬ 
tensified to such an extent that it has been with very 
considerable difficulty that a Board of Examiners has 
been constituted at all. As a result we find many of the 
examiners elected year after year, which has a tendency 
to induce teachers to instruct the students on the lines 
of the opinions held by the examiners—a state of affaire 
which does not always conduce to the advancement erf 
the profession. In other words, human nature being 
what it is, teachers teach np to the standard of the 
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examiners, and with the very limited number of Fellows 
to select our examiners from, this may be and is, in itself I 
a serious menace to the progress of the profession. j 

To the detriment of the profession it has also to be i 
acknowledged that large numbers of our eminent 
members have not sought the higher degree, many of 
these being pre-eminently suitable m every other respect 
to officiate as examiners. Whatever the causes may be, 
these are the facts as they present themselves to us to¬ 
day, and one of the most urgent necessities at the 
present time is to-strengthen the Board of Examiners. 

it has been consistently held and, in my opinion, in 
ike past, rightly held, that teachers should not be ex¬ 
aminers—a provision to be found incorporated in our 
isst Royal Charter of 1844. This provision alone pre¬ 
cludes the election of these gentlemen otherwise suitable 
(m the great majority of cases) from being elected 
examiners. 

With the abolition of private teaching Schools affiliated 
with the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, jealous¬ 
ies and recriminations have passed away, and a mntual 
confidence has been established throughout the pro¬ 
fession and the Council, which has worked in a very 
marked degree to the benefit of the profession as a whole. 
The Council which elects the examiners is itself elected 
by the whole of the members of the profession, and any 
member elected to tbe Council can justly claim to re¬ 
present the profession—not a school or any isolated dis¬ 
trict or interest. Under these circumstances would it 
net be wise to embody in a New Charter provisions re¬ 
moving the disabilities at present resting on Members 
and Teachers, and allow them to become eligible for elec¬ 
tion to the Examining Board ? If it is thought wise to 
still exclude teachers we must throw the position of 
examiner open to all members, so that the profession 
may at least have the opportunity of utilising the best 
men available for this most important pension in our 
corporate body. 

Unqualified Assistants. 

Section 15 of the Veterinary Surgeons Act of 1881 
provides Cot placing on a separate register under the 
heading of “ Existing Practitioners ” all persons who had 
been practising as veterinary surgeons for five years 
prior to the passing of the Act. These persons were to 
be placed upon the register without examination. It 
was contemplated at the time that by this provision all 
unqualified practice would cease with the demise of the 
last " Existing Practitioner : ” and tbe provision was 
equitable and just to the men who had been practising 
as unqualified veterinary surgeons. This Section of tbe 
Act has been scrupulously carried out by the Royal 
College of veterinary Surgkms. Every unqualified man 
at that date was placed upon tbe Register and allowed 
to continue his vocation. 

The whole object of the Act was to provide, in the 
interests of the public, properly qualified men to under¬ 
take the treatment of animal disease.. It cannot be said 
that this object has been entirely attained, and the onus 
of this state of affairs lies on the shoulders of those 
members of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
who, for reasons of their own, since the passing of the 
Act have employed, and do now employ, unqualified 
assistants, and in this way perpetuate what the Act 
contemplated should cease, i.*., the practice of veteri-' 
nary medicine and surgery by unqualified persons. 
There has thus been set up all over the country a body 
of unqualified men who are now clamouring for regis¬ 
tration, and they have recently formed an association 
aad have suggested drafting a Bill to give them recog¬ 
nition. M Tbe sins of the fathers are visited upon the 
children ” holds good at any rate in this instance, and 
we are suffering to day from a laxity of our Councillors 
in times past to carry out the intention and purposes of 


our Acts and Charters, which gave us a Body Corporate 
to maintain and keep inviolate in the interests of the 
public. Under our very eyes we have allowed this body 
of unqualified persons to grow up, and it must be 
admitted that the profession itself is responsible for tbe 
position in which we are placed to day. 

Some years ago the signal was given that the practice 
of employing unqualified assistants must cease, and a 
resolution of Council was passed that no member was to 
employ an unqualified assistant in such a manner as to 
lead the public to suppose he was qualified. But this 
does not meet the case, and it is essential now, if we are 
to hold our position at all and carry out the purpoee of 
our Act, that the employment of all unqualified assis¬ 
tants must cease ; with the exception of bona fide pupils 
or students. This can be done by an alteration m our 
bye-laws making it an offence against professional eti¬ 
quette for a member to employ an unqualified assistant. 

The Council. 

There are 38 members of Council, 8 of whom are elec¬ 
ted each year by the members of tbe R.C.V.S. each 
member of that body having one vote, so that the whole 
personnel of the Council can be changed in four yearn, 
and a decided expression of opinion indicated every 
year. This being the case it must be conceded that the 
Council does represent the profession, and that tbe 
views of the profession on any desired change in the 
policy of that body can be quickly and definitely recor¬ 
ded by means of the annual elections. 

The meetings of Council are generally held on the first 
Thursday and Friday in each quarter. Id practice the 
committee meetings are held from 8 p.ra., on tbe Thurs¬ 
day and from 11 a.m. on the Friday, the Council meeting 
the same Friday afternoon. The pressure of work 
thrown on the clerical staff to get the reports of the 
Committees ready for presentation to the Council in this 
short period of time is very great. In my opinion more- 
over, tbe time allowed is not sufficient for the consider¬ 
ation of the accumulated business from the previous 
quarterly meeting without an undesirable rush. Some 
members object very strongly to Committee meetings 
being held at any other time than the days I have named. 
Indeed even when it has been tried to start the Com¬ 
mittee 3 on the Thursday mornings a quorum has scarcely 
ever been obtainable. It inevitably follows that the 
consideration of important and urgent matters, which 
require attention before tbe following meeting of 
Council, have, under the present system, to be delegated 
to Special or Sub-Committees, almost entirely competed 
of members residing in or near to London, for there it 
shall I say, a sub-conscious feeling that it is not right to 
ask members living hundreds of miles away, to come to 
London at their own expense, for a single meeting re¬ 
quiring an attendance, it may be, for only an hour or so. 
These same gentlemen also invariably constitute the 
quorum necessary to confirm Bye-laws, etc., at the sub¬ 
sequent confirmatory meeting. The profession aod 
other members of Council owe a debt of gratitude to 
these gentlemen. 

There is no doubt that the business of the Oouucfl 
has increased very materially in recent years. I refer 
now to the period prior to the war—not especially to the 
war period—and it is obvious that, if we are to keep 
pace with the ever widening functions which we must 
assume, the work is bound to increase. This neces¬ 
sitates a great and growing tax upon the Members of 
Council. The expense of attending the meetings of the 
Council and Committees is very heavy upon those 
members who reside at a distance from London (I fed 
sure that no one who knows the work and business df 
the Council could suggest holding the meetings other 
| than in London), and lean epeakreeliogly from my own 
experience in respect of the cost of travelling. The 
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50per cent, increase in the railway fares has only accent¬ 
uated the fact. 

As soon as our finances allow, I think the railway 
fares and a maintenance fee should be paid to members 
of the Council by the Profession out of the funds of 
the College. This would have the effect of making it 
possible for anyone to become a member of the Council 
who could command a majority of votes, and would give 
the profession the opportunity of electing persons who 
would not otherwise, for financial reasons, consent to 
stand. It would give us a very much wider choice in 
the selection of our numbers, and allow us to demand 
of them a proper attendance—which we cannot or should 
not demand under the present system. 

The monetary allowance I have suggested need not 
affect any member who does not desire to avail himself 
of it. 

Colonial Practitioners. 

The time is fast approaching, if it has not already 
arrived, that we should take our part in binding our 
Empire more closely together. It is by these means in¬ 
dividually exercised, in a professional sense, that we 
may “do our bit” to this inestimable end, and add an¬ 
other to the many invisible bonds which bind our 
Commonwealth together. Provision is made in that far- 
seeing Act of ours of 1881 to accomplish this end. I 
rejoice to think that we have so far recognised that some 
recompense is due for their war services, as to admit 
holders of certain Colonial Diplomas who have served 
in the war, to sit for our membership examination after 
a short period of stndy. 9 

To recognise now after the war the Diplomas of 
certain Colonial Colleges as entitling the holders to be 
entered on our Register of Colonial Practitioners would 
seem to be indicated. A generous interpretation of our 
position is more than recompensed by the reciprocal 
treatment which our members receive in all our Self- 
Governing Colonies. 

R.A.'V.C. and Remounts 

The relations of the Royal Army Veterinary Corps to 
the Remount Department are quite due for reconsidera¬ 
tion, and the matter should be taken in hand. 

It took the South African War to give us an Army 
Veterinary Service—and no branch of our Army has 
more justified its existence by the excellence of its ser¬ 
vice than R.A.V.C. during the past four years. 

This branch of our profession has risen to the occa¬ 
sion and fulfilled its obligation to the country. 

Truly a proud record !!—a record worthy of all time 
for living and dead. 

Library and Museum. 

With the passing of our Bill, I trust that one of the 
first objects to which the Council will give their atten¬ 
tion will be to see that our library and museum are 
made worthy of the profession. It is astonishing even 
now to know the value which is attached to the former, 
by reference to it for works and pamphlets, by Foreign 
and Colonial workers, medical men, etc. We should not 
be satisfied until we have upon its shelves every work, 

{ )rinted in every language on the face of the globe, re¬ 
sting to animal disease and cognate subjects. In like 
manner our museum should be second only to that of 
the Royal College of Surgeons—in the comparative sense. 

It is only by these an3 such other means that we can 
build up our profession till it holds the position which 
we all tnink it should attain—a position which would 
Dot only reflect materially on the individual members 
composing it, but would also be an assurance that we 
are fulfilling our obligations to the general public. 

“A new world remains to be discovered—and more 
than one ! Hoist sail, O philosophers 1 ” 


The National. 

An individual working by himself may achieve a 
great deal—but however strong the individual may be, 
at the present time in the world’s history it requires 
massed bodies of coherent members to attain the high¬ 
est objects. Laws which are applicable to all organ¬ 
isations in common are equally applicable to our own, 
and the National Veterinary Association, to become an 
effective means of working for the good of our Pro¬ 
fession, should have enrolled in it every member of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

This can be attained by the united effort of each 
individual who is already a member of the National, 
pledging himself that before the expiration of twelve 
months, he will have enrolled at least ten new members. 

The subscription to the National should be at least 
half-a-guinea a year, and to attempt to work an organ¬ 
isation such as the National, on anything less is only to 
court disaster, or at most to mark time. I am quite 
certain in my own mind that to attempt to make pro¬ 
gress on a subscription of one shilling a year is too 
infantile a proposition to bear a second thought. 

The National has the organisation, it needs numbers 
and a strong financial position to make it the powerful 
factor for good which all of us hope it will attain. 

Frank W. Garnett. 


THE ANNUAL DINNER. 

The annual dinner of the Association was held at the 
Trocadero Restaurant, London, W., on Friday evening, 
October 31st. 

The President, Dr. O. C. Bradley, occupied the chair, 
and among those present were Sir George Makins, 
O.G.M.G., c.b., (President of the Royal College of Sur¬ 
geons), Sir Daniel Hall, k.c.b., (Secretary of the Boairi 
of Agriculture), Mr. J. McKinna, (President of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons), Maj. Gen. L. J. 
Blenkinsop, D.s.o., (Director General of the Army Vet¬ 
erinary Department), Mr. F. W. Garnett, C.B.E.. Sir John 
MTadyean, Sir Stewart Stockman, Col. J. W. Brittle- 
bank, Messrs. F. Bullock, (Secretary of the Royal Col¬ 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons), W. R. Davis, J. W. McIn¬ 
tosh, A. W. Mason, W. J. Mulvey, and S. H. Slocock, 
and Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, other members and visitors. 
A good number of ladies also graced the proceedings by 
their presence. 

The usual loyal toasts, proposed by the President, 
were enthusiastically honoured. 

Mr. F. W. Garnett, c.b.e., in proposing the toast of 
“ The Imperial Forces,” said: Ladies and Gentlemen, 
the toast which I have to propose to-night is perhaps, 
with the exception of those which have just been pro¬ 
posed from the Chair, the very proudest that could be 
placed in the hands of any living Englishman. I feel 
that no toast can do adequate justice to the services of 
the Imperial Forces during the past five strenuous years, 
during which, commencing with the commandership of 
Field Marshal Lord French, the greatest army that the 
world has ever seen was evolved. The result of those 
strenuous years has added a lustre to the British Empire 
with which no previous part of the history of the World 
can compare. Our Jacks, our Tommies, our Admirals,* 
our Generals, from top to bottom have simply been 
magnificent; and I trust that for all time as English 
men and women go down Whitehall and pass that mag¬ 
nificent monument they will bow their heads to our 
glorious dead. If I may turn from general appreciation 
to special appreciation of what the veterinary profession 
has done during these strenuous years of war, that also 
I am sure you will agree has been magnificent, for out 
of the comparatively small nebulous number of men 
who crossed over with General French in August, 1914, 
has been evolved one of the finest and most efficient 
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Corps that ever was known in the military history of 
the world. (Cheers). I think it is necessary to appreci¬ 
ate the work of our Director General, Major-General 
Sir Robert Pringle, for his years of strenuous work and 
organisation at headquarters, his able lieutenants who 
carried out his directions, and also Major-General Sir 
John Moore, who from the beginning to the end of the 
war was the head of the Army Veterinary Corps in 
France. (Cheers). His organisation has stamped the 
British Army Veterinary Corps as the leading Veterinary 
Corps on the face of the earth so far as war service is 
concerned. (Hear, hear). The organisation from top to 
bottom has simply been splendid, not only in France 
but in Italy, Mesopotamia, Egypt, East Africa and 
wherever our Forces have been employed. No corps, 1 
venture to say, has a prouder record than the Army 
Veterinary Corps. (Cheers). Gentlemen, I ask you to 
drink the health of the Imperial Forces, coupled with 
the name of Major-General L. J. Blenkinsop. 

The toast was enthusiastically honoured. 

Maj.-General L. J. Blenkinsop, d.s.o., in responding 
to the toast, said : Mr. President and Gentlemen, Mr. 
Garnett has told you that he could not do justice to this 
toast, and I for my part am far less able to reply to it. 
The military forces which have been victorious in this 
war have not been entirely of the nature of the Army 
which we knew before the war: they have been composed 
of the whole of the nation. We have all been in it, and 
the war has proved that England is not in any way de¬ 
generate. The Royal Army Veterinary Corps, which 
has been coupledwith the toast, is a Service which was 
a very small portion of the Army before the war began. 
The organisation of that Service went further back than 
Sir Robert Pringle’s day, for it began with the South 
African war. Tnere are one or two gentlemen I should 
like to mention who were really the founders of this 
Service, namely, General Thomson and Sir Frederick 
Smith. (Cheers). Sir Frederick Smith is a man who 
is well known to the whole of the veterinary profession. 
The work of this small body of men who formed the 
Veterinary Service at the beginning of the war was 
augmented by practically the whole of the veterinary 
profession, and those who were in the Corps at the 
beginning of the war have to thank those men for the 
work they did in assisting us to carry on and perfect 
the organisation connected with the Army Veterinary 
Department. I will not now enter into any details re- 
garaing their duties, but I should like to say that one 
great thing which has been brought out in the war has 
been the absolute necessity of allowing men to carry on 
their own work without outside interference. (Hear, 
hear). For the first time in the history of any army the 
veterinary profession has been allowed to carry out its 
own work, and its members have not only proved that 
they have been able to carry out professional and scien¬ 
tific methods, but also have shown the whole Army that 
they are capable of dealing with men and with the 
organisation of their own Service without outside inter¬ 
ference. The work which has been done by the Colonial 
graduates who came over to assist has been very great 
indeed ; in fact, without them we could not have car¬ 
ried on ; our profession was not large enough. These 
men came from every part of the world and they assis¬ 
ted moet-loyally in doing the work which unfortunately 
the profession in this country was not able to carry out 
owing to the smallness of its numbers. Canadian 
graduates came over in large numbers; indeed, we had 
men from every part of the world, and they were all 
equally as keen to prove the absolute necessity of 
having a good organisation of the Veterinary Service as 
any of the people who came from our own Colonies. 
The numbers that we have dealt with in this war have 
been enormous. At the time of the armistice we had 
1,000000 animals in the field and some 80000 animals 


sick. Those are numbers which were never known 
before, and probably are never likely to be reached 
again. The one branch of the whole service I should 
like to pay a little token of praise to is the branch whioh 
carried norses and other animals across the sea. Those 
men worked day and night (Hear, hear) and showed 
what could be done with proper organisation and scien¬ 
tific methods. Before the Veterinary Service took over 
the transportation of animals the death rate was very 
high indeed. When the organisation which was formed 
by the Veterinary Service came into existence, the per¬ 
centage of loss was reduced to a very small amount^ far 
smaller than had ever been known even by any civilian 
firms dealing with small numbers of animals. The control 
of disease among animals was extremely well and success¬ 
fully carried out. At the time of the Armistice we had 
practically no disease among the whole of our animals 
engaged on war service, and that was due to the work 
done by the executive officers and the loyal assistance 
they gave to the senior officers of the Corps. One point 
which has probably rather escaped the attention of the 
public is the fact that when demobilisation took place 
we were able to sell animals without spreading disease 
throughout the country, a thing which has never happen¬ 
ed before in any history of military operations. (Cheers). 
The fact that animals could be sola has not only saved 
the agricultural population of the country from the in¬ 
flux of disease but nas also put many millions of pounds 
into the Exchequer, because people gradually obtained 
confidence in buying these animals and gave large prices 
for those which were put on the market. I think this 
proves that whatever work was done by the Royal Army 
Veterinary Corps was well done, and it cannot be said 
that any praise that has been given to it has not 
been fully deserved, (Cheers). Gentlemen, I thank you 
for drinking our health. (Cheers.) 

Sir George Makins, g.c.m,g., c.b., (President of the 
Royal College of Surgeons), in proposing the toast of 
“ The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeos,” said : Mr. 
President and Gentlemen, I rise with the greatest 
pleasure to propose the toast of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. It is an opportune moment for 
anybody to have to propose this toast, because this 
year is the diamond ju Dilee year of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, which was incorporated in the 
year 1844. The College during those 75 years has been 
occupied in the most useful work for the community. 
It has taken up and has directed the education of veter¬ 
inary surgeons very much on the same lines as the 
College which I have the honour to represent. During 
that period they have directed the education of veter¬ 
inary surgeons, and have done much to raise the pro¬ 
fessional standard in the profession of veterinary surgery 
and no doubt to raise the ethical standard, and to raise 
the position of the veterinary surgeon in the community 
to the position which it deserves to hold. This work 
has been done independently of any aid from the 
Government and independently of any aid on the part 
of the public. Gentlemen, it has been done by your¬ 
selves, a thing which we in another branch of the pro¬ 
fession can only regard as a most highly satisfactory 
thing. Probably there is no doubt that, free of anything 
like government control or government direction, you 
have expanded and been very much more successful 
than would otherwise have been the case. Gentlemen, 
with regard to the work that you do, to those of us who 
have to deal with human beings, your work appears to 
be one of extreme importance. I can only compare the 
work which you do to the work that a certain branch of 
our profession does, namely, the branch which deals 
with children. You have to depend upon exact observa¬ 
tion ; you are neither helped nor misled by the history 
of your cases. (Laughter). It is upon what you see 
and what you discover that you have to found your 
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diagnosis and treat jour patients. The work which has 
been done by veterinary surgeons daring the period that 
the Royal College has existed has been of enormous 
benefit to the community. When one looks back and 
thinks that during this time such diseases as foot-and- 
mouth disease, pleuro-pneumonia, cattle plague, and so 
forth have practically been eliminated from the ordinary 
occurrence of disease among animals in the country, one 
cannot help being astonished, and one cannot help ad¬ 
miring what has been done. In point of fact, the pre¬ 
ventive side of your work has been just as important as 
the preventive side is in the case of medicine connected 
with human beings. In certain directions the work has 
been of the most immense benefit to the human being. 
Take, for instance, the knowledge which has been ob¬ 
tained with regard to glanders, and the comparative ease 
with which the human subject is now protected from 
that disease. Or, if we look at rabies, which in my 
youth was perhaps the most horrible disease that any 
Burgeon had to deal with in the human being, we can¬ 
not help feeling how enormously indebted we are to the 
veterinary profession. We must remember at the same 
time that an immense field lies before you in the future 
in this same direction in dealing witn diseases which 
may affect both animals and human beings. Then I 
should like to say one word with regard to what your 
profession has done during the war, although I am happy 
to say that General Blenkinsop has already spoken on 
that subject, and I do not desire to take anything out of j 
his mouth. But, as one of the humble individuals who 
was an assistant in the field of war, I should like to say 
that one of the things that struck us most was the ex¬ 
traordinarily good organisation of the Veterinary De¬ 
partment. (Hear, hear). In point of fact, we very often 
envied the veterinary profession. There is, I think, no 
doubt whatever that the veterinary profession got their 
huts put up for their horses, and that sort of thing, very 
much more rapidly than we could get our huts put up 
for the wounded and the sick soldiers. When one thinks 
of what was done in the way of resting horses, of treat¬ 
ing sick horses, of providing convalescent homes, even 
utting on one side the treatment of wounded and sick 
orses, the amount of money that must have been saved 
to the country must be immense. I do not know 
whether it has ever been calculated in any way, but 
there is no doubt that it must have been a very large 
sum. The Veterinary Corps has been busy in many 
parts of the world. I know nothing about Palestine or 
Mesopotamia except this, that in the old days, in the 
Camel Corps it was the custom when a camel was sick 
to let him lie down at the side of the road and watch 
him till he was dead. That was the end of him. 
(Laughter). But in this war the Camel Corps was able 
to work with very much greater efficiency, simply from 
the fact that when a camel was ill the veterinary surgeons 
took charge of him and in many cases restored him to 
health and set him to work again. (Cheers). Gentle¬ 
men, it does not need any further recommendation from 
me to ask you to drink to the continued success and in¬ 
creasing prosperity of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. You are well aware of what the College has 
done, and I am quite sure that the idea of everybody 
who sits around these tables to-night is to help that 
College to do still more in the future. Gentlemen, I 
propose this toast, and I connect it with the name of the 
President of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
Mr. J. McKinna. (Cheers). 

The toast was enthusiastically honoured. 

Mr. J. McKinna (President of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons), who was received with cheers on 
rising to respond, said : Mr. President, Sir George 
Makins, and Gentlemen, In the name of the College I 
thank you very much indeed for the kindly way in which 
you have proposed this toast. As the Secretary of the 


National Society interiected, we are really toasting our 
noble selves, but for the moment I am speaking on be- 
half of the governing body of the profession, that is, the 
Royal College. I am sure that as a profession we are 
deserving of prosperity if we can take as granted what 
was said by General Blenkinsop in his reply to the toast 
of the Royal Army Veterinary Corps. We should like 
to accord our quota of praise to them for the splendid 
services they have rendered. Not only have the British 
Government recognised the work which that Corps did, 
but also the Allied Government have, without exception, 
recognised that work by the honours which they have 
given to various officers connected with the Corns. 
(Hear, hear). No less than 67 of the members of tue 
Corps fell in the war. The College has not lost sight of 
that fact, and it is hoping to erect a memorial to keep 
alive the memory of these honoured dead, in order to 
commemorate for all time the great services they render¬ 
ed to the nation. Now that peace has been restored I 
think that we as a profession may look forward with 
every confidence to the future. I would like to say that 
the College has been very busy, especially in connection 
with service students. 1 am told that no less than 530 
or 540 students have joined the Colleges since the war, 
and out of that number no less than 100 have applied 
through the Ministry of Labour. The Ex-President of 
the Royal College, Mr. Garnett, has done some magnifi¬ 
cent work in that connection. Another thing which 
ought to make us optimistic in regard to the future of 
our profession is the Ministry of Health Act, which pro¬ 
vides many opportunities for members of the veterinary 
service to render help to the nation in connection with 
hygiene and the inspection of meat and milk. We are 
both willing and anxious to help in that direction, and 
to give every assistance in our power to the noble pro¬ 
fession which Sir George Makins represents. Sir George 
Makins also alluded to our vigilance in respect to certain 
diseases that he mentioned, and which have now almost 
disappeared from this country. I think it is only due to 
us in that connection to refer to the special vigilance 
which has been displayed by the Board of Agriculture 
with reference to foot-and-mouth disease and rabies. 
Had it not been for the war I do not think we should 
have seen rabies in this country again, but even now I 
understand the disease is well in hand, and we may soon 
hope to have the country free from that terrible scourge. 
Another thing for which we have been making prepara¬ 
tion is the granting of a Diploma [in Veterinary State 
Medicine. The Council has been very active in regard 
to that matter so far as its Charter is concerned ; I be¬ 
lieve a considerable number of students are now working 
with that object in view, and we hope that our first ex¬ 
amination will be held in June of next year. At present 
our College is very much hampered through lack of funds. 
You were quite right, Sir, in saying that so far we have 
managed to do our work by our own aid, and we are 
very proud of it. We are anxious to continue to help 
ourselves, but we cannot get the Government to allow 
us to do so. We have been hammering away at the 
Government for a long time past with the object of en¬ 
abling us to help ourselves still further, but so far we 
have not been successful. We hope to present our Bill 
again in the present Parliament, and if we can only get 
sufficient support for the passing of it, it will help us to 
carry out the work of the College much more efficiently 
than has been the case in the past. Although the work 
of the Council is criticised a great deal, I think, on the 
whole, our policy is accepted by the general body of 
practitioners as shown by the results of the recent elec¬ 
tion. The work which the Council does is not seen 
except by those who are familiar with all the Committee 
work that is done, especially since the war, and if we 
can only get the shekels I think we shall be able to show 
to the community at large that we are doing much, and 
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intend to do in the future even more, for the success of indispensable wheel were not functioning properly. It 
the profession. I am an optimist with reference to my is fortnnate at this time when we are reconstructing, 
profession j it compares well with any other profession, when the future of this profession has to be considered 
and I for one look forward to the future with every so liberally and so freely, that the public have that great 
confidence. (Cheers). On behalf of the Royal College guiding fact, that great performance to the credit of the 
I thank you, Sir, for the very kindly terms in which profession. As I say, it comes at a very critical time, 
you proposed the toast, and you, Gentlemen, for the for this reason, that for the last few years—the last 
▼erv hearty manner in which you responded to it. generation we might say, a great change has been coming 
(Cheers). over medicine as a whole, and in that change veterinary 

Sir Daniel Hall, k.c.b., in proposing the toast said : medicine has played its part. It is not only that all 
Mr. President, Ladies, and Gentlemen,—I have the sorts of new methods have been evolved in medicine 
honour to propose to you this evening the toast of the but we have to deal with pathology as a science, with 
National Veterinary Medical Association of Great developments like bacteriology and parasitology, and 
Britain and Ireland. I am afraid that in the matter of that these new methods have to be carried over into 
the veterinary profession I am a wanderer in worlds not veterinary medicine, and the whole out look upon ani- 
realised, for I happen to be simply a scientific man mal disease has to be considered from that point of view, 
whom the whirligig of time has trained up into an ad- Also we have arrived at an extraordinary understanding 
ministrative position, where for the first time I began to of the grrat interconnection that exists between the do- 
have serious and continual contact with the veterinary main of human and animal disease. It is a matter of 
profession. In my office indeed it is a very serious mat- years only since we have learned of these various para- 
ter, because if there is one subject with which the Board sitic diseases of man in which animals play their part, 
of Agriculture is vitally and wholly concerned it is with and that we have to recognise in the future that there is 
the animal population of this country. That animal only one medicine which embraces both animals and 
population is under the guard of the veterinary staff of men ; and that the whole field has to be studied with a 
our office, and it is connected with the whole of the pro- minuteness and with a breadth of view at the same time 
fession outside. Again I may say that if there is one which had never been dreamed of in connection with 
matter which touches the population of this country veterinary medicine in the past. Ladies and Gentlemen, 
vividly and vitally it is this question of the health of if that is true—if this enormous extension of the field 
animals. There is no subject that the politician in which you have to study, has taken place, then is devel- 
charge of the Board of Agriculture more dreads than oped an extraordinary vista of the necessity of an im- 
dogs (Laughter); there is nothing upon which the feel- provement in the education of the profession, and an 
ings of the human race are more tender and more easily extension of the field of research with which that pro- 
ruffied ; and the conduct of the Board’s dealing witn fession has to deal. The veterinary profession of the 
that wretched animal as it is called in question day by future has got to be founded upon an amount of study, 
day during the sort of crisis that we have been going an extent of professional study and a great background 
through during the last eighteen months, when rabies of research such as it never was able to call upon in the 
once more declared itself in this country, is a matter past. In the course of the speeches this evening allusion 
which presses hourly, daily, and most intimately upon nas been made to the fact that the veterinary profession 
my Board, You can more easily upset a distinguished has supported itself in the past. If we are to have this 
politician, throw him out of office, upset the Government field of research, this extension of education behind the 
even, about dogs than about any other subject in the profession, it is, I think, clear to everybody that if the 
world. (Laughter) To come to more serious topics— profession is to be worthy of its position it never can be 
the whole farming community feel this question of the self-supporting in the same way m the future (Cheers); 
health of their animals to be the very key-note of their and that the State must come forward, not only in the 
existence as farmers. They are jealous of the care interests of the veterinary profession but in the interests 
which the Board and the veterinary profession exercises of all human beings to forward this, and give opportuni- 
over the health of the animals of this country to an ties for the development of this field of research. (Hear, 
enormous degree ; so that, as I say, any demands which hear). I am only an outsider, looking at it from the 
the Board in its general charge of the matter may make outside, but I do see that from the point of view of 
on behalf of its scientific staff of veterinary officers is education and research the veterinary profession has 
one which will have at ail times the whole-hearted sup- been starved up to this point, (hear, hear) ; that the 
port of the farming community. Now if I may turn to State must take steps, and that it must be impressed 
the particular subject of my toast—this Association, I upon the State that it has a duty upon it that that 
think it must be recognised that we have come to a very starvation should go on no longer. (Hear, hear). I may 
critical time in the history of the veterinary profession, say that my own Board, which is. perhaps, of the State 
We have come to a time fortunately also when the vet- Departments the most intimately connected with the 
erinary profession has justified itself to an extraordinary veterinary profession, take a very serious view of our 
degree, not only in the eyes of the experts but also in responsibilities in that way, and we do hope that even 
the eyes of the general public. (Hear, hear). Speaker in this time when the Government, the Treasury, and 
after speaker this evening has alluded to the services everybody else is clamouring for economy, we shall be 
which the veterinary profession has rendered to our able to insist upon the true economy which involves 
Forces during the war, and I think for the first time the expenditure with a view to saving money, life, and time 
general public have been brought to realise that an army in the future, and that we shill be able to do something 
in the field is not constituted simply of fighting men, to improve the provision for education and the oppor- 
but that its success and its power of endurance depends tunities for research in the veterinary profession, 
upon other factors. It depends, for instance, upon the (Cheers). Perhaps I may be allowed to say a word or 
profession which Sir George Makins so worthily repre two from one other point of view. The President of 
seats here this evening. But the public have also come the Royal College has alluded this evening to a new ex- 
to recognise that an army cannot exist in the field, can- amination which the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
not march, cannot accomplish that wonderful feat, for geons is instituting for a Diploma in State Veterinary 
instance, which General Allenby accomplished in Pales- Hygiene. Speaking again as a pure outsider, that has 
tine unless yon have a strong, well-organised veterinary always seemed to me to be the line of development 
profession, full of knowledge, as a constituent part of that the veterinary profession has got to take m the 
the ar my ; that the whole machine would jam if that immediate future. It one looks at it from the ordinary 
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farmer’s point of view—he is increasingly unwilling to 
call in a paactitioner merely to cure a particular ani¬ 
mal that ne finds to be ill. He, and I think every¬ 
body else who is thinking about the health of our I 
domestic animals, is rather looking to preventive I 
medicine than to treatment. My Board perhaps sees 
these things from the broad statistical point of view— 
that diseases occur, that there is enormous mortality 
amongst domestic animals which surely should be pre¬ 
ventive, and that this can be dealt with not by treat¬ 
ment when illness occurs, but that it ought to be treated 
by cleaning up the sources of the disease, and that the 
payment for that kind cf method ought not to fall on 
the individual whose animal happens to fall ill but ought 
to be treated as a general public service. I am sure that 
that point of view is likely to develop in the immediate 
future, and that the individual practising his profession 
will be less and less called upon to treat individual ani¬ 
mals. There will, of course, always be a large amount 
of individual practice in the case of animals like horses. 
There the values run into such large figures; but the 
real big losses to the country, to the agricultural com¬ 
munity, occur in connection with animals like sheep 
where the farmer himself accepts ruefully but still 
accepts loss up to a certain percentage as an ordinary 
occurrence—as an inevitable accompaniment of the fact 
that he is keeping sheep. In that class of disease the 
the nature of the treatment that is most applicable and 
the investigations that must take place will never be 
carried out at the expense of the individual farmer ; it 
will have in some way or other to become a matter of 
State or generalised treatment on lines of the Medical 
Officer of Health. Gentlemen, I do feel that in the 
immediate future your profession is going to be in a 
kind of transition stage, that there will be a considerable 
passing over from the stage of the private practitioner, 
called to treat cases of sickness, to the position of the 
Medical Officer of Health who is called upon to prevent 
that sickness taking place at all ; and what we have to 
do is to try and see that this transition takes place on a 
due basis of knowledge^—that is, a basis of research in 
which I am so primarily interested., and also without 
injury being inflicted upon the individual in the process. 
That is a matter with which an Association like this, 
dealing with the ethics of the profession, is most par¬ 
ticularly concerned. I am sure that that transition, if 
it be a transition, that is in the reaj interests of the 
public is one that can also be made without damage to 
individuals, and that it is one that will take place to the 
real interest of the veterinary profession itself. (Hear, 
hear). 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I give you the toast of the 
National Veterinary Medical Association of Great 
Britain and Ireland, and I couple with it the name of 
the President, Dr. Bradley. (Cheers). 

The toast was enthusiastically honoured. 

The President (Dr. O. Cha knock Bradley), who re¬ 
ceived a very hearty welcome on rising to respond, said: 
Ladies and Gentlemen, I am sure that you desire me to 
thank Sir Daniel Hall for the encouraging, and I think I 
may say the inspiring way in which he proposed this toast. 
(Cheers). We are all firmly convinced that we have 
arrived at a critical period in the history of the pro¬ 
fession, and our conviction is made all the stronger 
when we hear a man of Sir Daniel’s standing and posi¬ 
tion assure us that he is of the same opinion. In the 
change that is about to take place, or is taking place, 
one trusts and feels sure that the National Veterinary 
Medical Association will play its part. (Hear, hear). 
That, I think, has been very clearly demonstrated to us 
to-day. In moments of seclusion this morning and this 
afternoon in that peaceful haven of the Presidential 
Chair I made a certain number of observations which 
may not be original, and the conclusions may not be 


original either, but it seems to me that our Association, 
very like any other Association, can be divided into at 
least four groups; (1) the ultra pessimists, who are 
negligible; (2) the ordinary pessimists ; (3) the ordinary 
optimists ; and (4) the ultra optimists. 1 think the two 
ultras cancel each other out, so that we need not bother 
about them, and it is encouraging from the proceedings 
of to-day to find that the ordinary optimist is in the 
I majority. There is a further classification I find that 
| one may make, and that is into members who walk by 
sight and those who walk by faith. I am quite prepared 
to admit personally that I have a strong admiration for, 
and a very strong desire to follow those who walk by 
sight, because they always seem to be able to justify 
their opinions ; but at the same time I have the con¬ 
fession to make that I belong to those who perhaps do 
not walk entirely by faith but certainly wallc more by 
faith than by sight j and I am pleased to think from 
what has been said at the meetings to-day that the 
walkers by faith are in the majority. (Hear, hear). 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I do not think 1 need say 
anything more than thank Sir Daniel Hall in the moat 
cordial fashion for the encouraging and inspiring manner 
in which he has proposed this toast. (Cheers). 

Sir John MTadyean, who was received with cheers 
on rising to propose the toast of The Visitors, said: 
Ladies and Gentlemen and Brother Members of the 
National Veterinary Association, I rise to propose the 
next toast, which is that of the visitors. It is last oo 
the list, but that does not correspond with its importance, 
unless it is placed there on the principle that we always 
keep the best till the last. (Laughter and cheers). 
Hospitality is a social virtue which I believe is esteemed 
in all countries and extolled in all languages, and I think 
I may say that we of the veterinary profession are not 
behind any other people in the exercise of it. It is true 
that the times in which we are now living, and in par¬ 
ticular the existence of the malignant activities of the 
person who is called the Food Controller, places certain 
restraints on hospitality, but I think it is perhaps per¬ 
missible to hope that, in spite of that, our guests on the 
present occasion have enjoyed themselves; and I, 
speaking on behalf of the members of the Association, 
wish to assure them that their company here has given 
us great pleasure. (Cheers). I may add that we are 
honoured by their presence. At the eleventh hour I 
have been told that the word “Visitors ” as it stands on 
the toast list is intended to include the ladies, and I 
confess that I learned that with something approaching 
consternation (laughter), because I have always thought 
that justice to this toast can only be done when the 
speaker is endowed with gifts of eloquence which nature 
has unfortunately denied me. I have recollections of 
having listened with admiration to speeches that were 
made in proposing this toast on similar occasions in the 
past, and one of them Btands out with special prominence 
in my recollection. The speaker was an Irishman; 
unfortunately he is now dead. But this is an instance 
in which memory does not assist but rather tantalises, 
because I do not remember a single one of the felicitous 
sentences in which he expressed the admiration which 
all but the basest of men feel for the ladies. (Laughter). 
A witty lady once suggested that over the portals of 
those exclusive men’s clubs through which no woman 
has ever been allowed to enter, there should be inscribed 
the words : “ Here the women cease from troubling and 
the wicked are at rest.” (Laughter). We have travelled 
a good distance since then ; many of our social customs 
have been in process of change, and when we invite ladies 
1 to be present with us on occasions like these we do so 
without any fear that they will trouble us. (Hear, hear). 
I think I may say that even the most wicked of us are 
willing to admit that their company adds a charm which 
is conspicuous by its absence when men become festive 
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by themselves. (Hear, hear). I have been asked to 
couple with this toast the names of two gentlemen— 
Mr. Bullock, who is known to and esteemed by all of us, 
the Secretaiy of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur¬ 
geons, and Major Rees-Mogg; and with regard to the 
division of labour which this coupling implies, I have to 
sav that Major Rees-Mogg is expected to concern him¬ 
self specially with the ladies. (Laughter). Ladies and 
Gentlemen, I give you the toast of The Visitors, in¬ 
cluding the ladies. 

The toast was enthusiastically honoured. 

Mr. Fred Bullock, (Secretary of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons) in responding, said : Mr. Presi¬ 
dent, Ladies and Gentlemen, 1 feel it a great honour to 
have had my name coupled with this toast. As a mat¬ 
ter of fact I was about to drink the toast, so little did 1 
think I was a guest. I am so much at home when I am 
at a dinner of a Veterinary Society that 1 forget that I 
am not a veterinary surgeon, and that my duty is to sit 
still when this toast is drunk. I am grateful for the 
statement that Sir John MTadyean made that the more 
arduous part of the reply is not to be left to me, for I 
should not have been able to do justice to it in the way 
that I know Major Rees-Mogg will. Sir John M‘Fad- 
yean said he hoped that we, tne guests, have enjoyed the 
evening we have had with you. I am perfectly certain 
that everyone of the guests can answer the question in 
the affirmative. We nave enjoyed the repast, the music 
aod the speeches ; and as guests we are very proud in¬ 
deed to meet with you at this the first social gathering 
after the greatest victory in the history of the world. 
We are proud especially because—if I may express my 
feeling as that of the rest of the guests—we are meeting 
with representatives of a profession which was primarily 
the cause of that victory. It was the veterinary profes¬ 
sion which, strictly speaking, won the war. ( Laughter 
and cheers). Sir George Makins referred to that splen¬ 
did march of Lord Allen by in Palestine. It is perfectly 
obvious to anybody who knows the history of the war 
in South Africa that that march in Palestine could not 
have been made had it not been for the fact that there 
existed ajperfectly organised veterinary department at 
the War Office, and a perfectly equipped Royal Armv 
Veterinary Corps and Camel Corps. Through their 
administration and through their foresight a cavalry 
existed which was able in a few days to smash the Turks. 
When the Turks went the Bulgarians had to go ; when 
the Bulgarians went Austria fell; when Austria fell 
Germany fell too, and victory was ours. I tell you, 
therefore, that in our opinion it was the veterinary pro¬ 
fession which began the debacle ; victory lies on your 
shoulders. Having therefore, contributed to the present 
happy position in which the nation finds itself, we, as 
our guests and as your best friends, are delighted to 
ear the words which have been spoken by Sir George 
Makins, the proposer of the toast of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons, and by Sir Daniel Hall who 
proposed the toast of the National Veterinary Medical 
Association. We are delighted because we as your 
guests see that your services are recognised by the medi¬ 
cal profession and by representatives of the British 
Government. We hope that the expressions of regard 
and esteem and of promises of future help which Sir 
Daniel Hall gave utterence to will be realised. We 
think as your guests that the veterinary profession has 
waited a long time for its due need of recognition, that 
it has fought for far too long in oblivion, and that the 
time is really long past when the assistance and help 
which Sir Daniel Hall has fore-shadowed should be re¬ 
alised and made good. (Hear, hear). We thank you 
one and all for the pleasant evening you have given us, 
aod we promise that we shall be with you on the next 
wcuion w© are invited. (Cheers). 


Maj. Rees-Mogg : Mr. President, Ladies and Gentle¬ 
men. on behalf of the ladies 1 thank you veiy much for 
the kind way in which you have proposed their health. 
Why I have to answer for them I do not know, because 
I am sure there are many ladies in the room who can do 
it much better than I can. Whatever failings ladies 
may have, that of loquacity is not one of them. (Laugh¬ 
ter). You all know the three quickest ways of spread¬ 
ing newsjtelephone, telegram and tell-a-woman. (Laugh¬ 
ter). I thank you very much for the kind way in which 
you proposed the ladies’ health. 

Some excellent musical items were rendered during 
the evening by Miss M. Scott McIntosh (the daughter 
of Mr. J. W. McIntosh), who charmed the gathering 
with some excellent renderings of Scottish airs ; Mr. F. 
W. Chamberlain, m.k.c.v.8., of Wimbledon, whose musi¬ 
cal monologues, were a source of much hilarity ; and Mr. 
C. F. Cherry and Mr. F. G. Williams, whose rendering 
of “Our P.S.A.” and “The Vicar and I will be there 1 * 
greatly added to the evening’s enjoyment. 

At the termination of the formal proceedings those 
present resolved themselves into an informal gathering, 
and spent a pleasant hour in telling stories and in 
listening to music. 


Deaths in Sheet from Strongylus Contortus. 

In the number of The Veterinary Record Sept 6th, 
1919, some notes by Mr. Simson on “Stomach 
Worms” appear. That on “Strongylus Contortus,” 
which I take it is the same as “ Haemonchus Contortus,” 
is of especial interest to me, as it confirms a point in 
connection with this worm ; which Text books do not 
appear to touch on. that is, that infection with this 
worm, is liable to kill sheep while they are still in good 
condition. A flock of 500 ewes, mostly cross-blred 
Merinos, is maintained on this farm ; for the last four or 
five years at certain seasons this parasite (Haemonchus 
Contortus) has every year given a good deal of trouble. 
Lambs between six months and l£ years old have been 
the chief sufferers. Lambs frequently die suddenly, 
most often at night, which up to a few hours before 
death showed no symptoms of illness at all. Generally 
they have been in good condition, and post-mortem 
examination reveals all organs healthy, ana nothing to 
account for death except the presence of these worms 
in the fourth stomach. When such cases occur it is my 
custom to drench the whole flock in which deaths have 
occurred, and any other flocks which have had access to 
the same ground, with sol: of copper sulphate. If this 
is carefully done, two or three times at intervals of a few 
days, the parasites in the fourth stomach are destroyed. 
Usually, after the first drenching deaths have at once 
stopped.—Yours sincerely, 

Govt Cattle Farm, Hissar, R. Branford, m.r.c.v.9. 

Oct 13th. 


NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

North of Scotland Division. 

( Concluded from p. 216.) 


CASTRATION OF THE BOVINE MALE 
By Georoe Howie, m.r.c.v.s., Alford. 

If any apology is required for introducing this subject 
for discussion it will be found in the paucity of attention 
paid to the operation by writers on Veterinary Surgery. 
The only reference to it in most books is a paragraph or 
two tacked on to the end of a lengthy dissertation on 
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tJe C^stration of the Horse. I suppose the reason for 
this is that the operation is considered to be of so simple 
a nature as not to be worthy of detailed description ; 
ad that once being instructed in the castration of the 
Orse the reader will quite easily be able to satisfactorily 
tackle the emasculation of a bull of any age. 

~ Thirty-three years of almost daily experience of this 
operation has taught me that it is not a simple operation, 
but one which requires just as much care and attention 
to technique as that devoted to the higher animal, the 
horse. in almost every practice there is to be found 
the handy man—he may be a shepherd, or a small crofter, 
or even a large farmer—who is relied upon to castrate a 
large percentage*of the calves born every year. To give 
him his due he is wonderfully successful, but as a rule 
he has his limitations. He will not tackle a calf over 
3 or 4 months old, nor will he touch anything out of the 
normal, such as a testicle in the flank. In spite of his 
apparent success it is noticeable how many of his cases 
go wrong—mostly cases of haemorrhage and post-opera¬ 
tive abscesses, to which the practitioner is called to 
finish the job, so to speak. The handy man would be 
more successful if he practised the ordinary principles 
of cleanliness both of person and instruments. His 
usual instrument is any old knife used for the hundred 
and one purposes for which a knife can be used about a 
farm, and usually sharpened bn the upper of his boot, 
which latter is usually plastered with excrement from 
the byre. 

I do not by any means pose as an authority in bring¬ 
ing this subject before you for discussion, but as, like 
most of you, I have had everything to learn about the 
operation, having been untaught at the College, I am of 
opinion that an exchange of views, methods, and experi- 
•ttces will be for the good of the members of this Society. 

; .Bullealves are castrated at all ages from one week to- 
tfwo years, and at all seasons of the year. An old 
shibb ol eth exists in my district that it is unlucky to 
sastiate calves in the “dog days,” that is, in July and 
August. You all know that that is a fairy tale, and 
.{hat there is no wrong time of the year for the operation 
"provided that the necessary precautions are taken. 

£ The first and last necessity of the operation is scrupu- 
hn. cleanliness. I do not maintain that it can be per- 
'Jorued sceptically, but onr aim should be to come as 
wear that ideal as possible. The veterinary surgeon can- 
uot-afford to have a reputation as “a good castrator of 
veto but no good at calves.” In the hurly-burly of daily 
pMNBticet when at one moment one is removing a stinking 
placenta from a cow, and the next asked to castrate a few 
salves, practitioner is inclined to take the risk and, after 
aiMorty^wash with Jeyes, goes on with the calves. That 
mm y leads to disaster. I have experienced it, so I know. 
Far better leave the calves to another day, impressing 
on the client the surgical impossibility of attempting the 
operation with hands in sucn a state of filth. Should 
circumstances render it desirable to go on with the job, 
a thorough and lengthy wash in very hot water with 
Mr. Linton’s Germicidal Soap, which has Iodide of 
Mercury as its antiseptic agent, one may then risk the 
Operation ; but my advice is defer it if possible until 
sunlight and ozone have disinfected the hands. 

Restraint. Calves of different ages require separate 
methods of restraint. From one week to four months 
it is better to throw the calf. From four months up¬ 
wards the easier method is to operate with the subject 
in the standing position. Why not do them all standing ? 
In very young calves the testicle is so little developed 
that it is very difficult to grasp the scrotum for the in- 
dtsion. .There is also the risk of cutting too deeply and 
life&s&ting all the testicle tissue, which is very soft at the 
younger ages, and losing one’B grip of the cord and mem- 
Waves. This is a mishap which is very common- with 
amateurs, and which leads to some nasty operations by 


the practitioner, probably a year later. Should this 
happen in the standing operation it is best to cast the 
calf at once and insert a thumb and finger and get hold 
of the membranes and complete the operation as if done 
in order. 

Yonng calves should be put down. There is a right 
and a wrong way of turning up a calf; I have found 
this the best way. Get your assistant to reach over the 
calf from the left side, one arm round the chest on each 
side, and clasping the hands under the sternum and be¬ 
hind the elbows. Then tell him to lift the calf suddenly 
off the ground. Then set his buttocks on the ground 
and grasp the calf by bis fore legs, gripping the shoulders 
of calf between his own legs. Should the calf be a heavy 
one, the operator can assist greatly by grasping the near 
hind leg and giving it a nip off the ground sideways 
whilst the assistant is lifting the calf. The operator 
now places a loop of thin rope round both hind legs, 
places his knees on it and proceeds with his operation. 
There are many wrong ways of casting a calf, but I will 
not specify them. Suffice it to say that a young calf 
should be as gently dealt with as possible, as it is a very 
delicate animal and is easily hart. 

For the standing operation I find that very little re¬ 
straint is necesssary, except in the case of big suckled 
calves which have never been handled by man or woman. 
In the case of calves of four to nine months, I find two 
assistants all that are necessary, usually a man and a 
boy. Catch the calf and get him with his head in a cor¬ 
ner, and get the man to grasp his lower jaw, with his 
thumb iu the mouth behind the incisors. This is a new 
sensation for the calf, and in nine cases out of ten he 
stands like a lamb. The boy grasps the tail and keeps 
the calf against the wall or trevis—not too firmly. It 
is best to not grip him against the wall but let him feel 
he is standing on his own legs. As a rule the boy’s job 
is to keep the dirty tail out of the way of the operator. 
It is not advisable at this age to restrain the calf by 
grasping the nostrils with the forefinger and thumb, be¬ 
cause the openings are so small that breathing is inter¬ 
fered with. Approaching suffocation causes collapse of 
the calf, and it goes down probably at a critical moment 
during the operation. 

In the case of hulls from nine months to two years of 
age one requires to he more particular regarding security. 
In the first place it is best to have them tied up with a 
good iron binding, then either a halter with the end of 
the rope over the straw rack palled tight, so that the 
nose is hard up to the woodwork, or a along hefty min 
with a finger and thumb in the bull’s nostrils, ana with 
the head well pulled round to his shoulder. A good 
man with the tail in one hand and gripping the trevis 
with the other over the animal’s hack is usually suffic¬ 
ient to secure the majority of hulls. One occasionally 
meets a mad one which defies all ordinary methods 
of restraint. These cases it is better to waste no time 
but put him down with a rope used in the Mexican way. 
Get a long rope and form a running noose on one end of 
it; put tne noose round the hull's neck, then pass the 
free end of the rope round the chest forming a cinch at 
top of chest. Next pass the rope over the loins and 
round the abdomen, again forming a cinch at the upper 
flank. Then put two or three men on the free end of 
the rope and tell them to pull, at the same time you are 
tightening up the cinches. In a few seconds he lies 
down, and so long as the rope is kept taught he will lie 
as if chloroformed, so that the operation can be gone on 
with in peace and comfort. The. principle of this 
method of casting is the limitation of all resper&ting 
efforts to the lowest poiut necessary for retaining life, at 
the same time reducing all muscular effort to the lowest 
point of resistance. There are other methods of canting , 
but I have found this the quickest, easiest; and most 
convenient with the tackle usually found about a farm* 
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The Ofjhutiok. 

There are many methods of perform iag the operation, 
and every operator has his own pet method which, of 
eeerae, he thinks is the best. This is where I think a 
discussion will do os ail some good. 

Opining the Scrotmu There are three ways of doing 
this. Some cut off the end of the scrotum. This, in my 
opiaion, is a good method in a lamb, as it gives free 
drainage ; bat a bad method in a calf, and for this 
reason. One of the beauties of a prime fat bullock is 
the pad of fat formed in the scrotum. If the end of the 
scrotum is removed the scrotum is reduced in size, and 
consequently the size of the pad of fat is also reduced. 
The bullock never has the same feel when the butcher 
tomes to appraise his value by handling the scrotum and 
other points. Others use a curved bladed knife and 
open both sacs crosswise at one operation. This method 
allows free drainage and is unobjectionable. I myself 
prefer to open each sac separately with a straight bladed 
knife, as I think the scrotum heals with a better contour 
than by either of the former methods. No matter what 
method of opening the scrotum is employed, the one 
important thing to remember is to make a good big 
wound. Half of our troubles in castration are due to 
being too neat and thus restricting free drainage. 

Removal of Testicle. Having opened the scrotum 
there are many ways of removing the testicle. The 
chief object in view being the prevention of hiemorrhage. 
the operator has to find out which particular method of 
attaining this end he will adopt. 

Traction of cord. When the scrotum is opened by 
transverse incision or by removal of the end of scrotum 
the inner coverings of the testicle are not incised. Two 
ways may now be adopted. First—the testicles and 
coverings may be grasped between the finger and thumb 
of right hand and the whole wrenched from their 
attachments ; the finger and thumb of left hand being 
amdas a sort of retaining clam, so as to prevent undue 
strain on the cord and peritoneal sac. In this case the 
coverings rapture first and then the cord is snapped 
somewhere in its length. Some operators, instead of 
■sing the finger and thumb of right hand, employ a pair 
of forceps made for the purpose, or, if their teeth are 
good, use them in lieu of an instrument. This is the 
method usually followed by shepherds in castrating 
lambs, and though it may appear to be a disgusting 
process it is uncommonly successful both in the case of 
sheep and young calves. Secondly—the covering may 
bs tut with a knife. The covering being then separated, 
from the cord and cut through with the knife. Rupture 
ai the blood vessels and vas deferens is now accomplished 
by traction as before. This method is also adopted 
when the testicle is exposed with one free bold incision 
through skin and tunics. 

This method of removing the testicle has the disad¬ 
vantage that one has very little control of the part of 
the cord where rupture will take place. 

I have found by experience that a modification of this 
method has proved most successful in my hands for all 
ages of calves and bulls. I will describe it in some 
detailHaving secured the subject and opened the 
•crotum at the side with a 'straight incision half the 
length of the scrotum, I pull out the testicle and pass 
my finger between the cord and the tuuice, I then insert 
the knife in the opening so formed and cut the tunice 
through backwards. In doing this I am careful not to 
cat away too much of the covering membranes, as this 
acts as a nidus for the formation of the pad cf fat 
deferred to before. I then grasp the cord between the 
thumb and forefinger of my right hand and exert a 
gentle traction, at the same time stripping back with 
thumb and forefinger of left hand the re mnants of the 
tunics. There is an adhesion here which has to be 
broken down. This having been down the cord is now 


| quite free, and can be pulled out any distance required. 
I now take a double turn of the cord round my right 
forefinger, so that I can have a good grip. This at the 
same time gives a double twist to the cord. I then 
grasp the cord between the nail of my left thumb and 
the hollow of my forefinger at the second ioinL thus 
using them as a retaining clam : I then pull with the 
light and grip with the left for all I Am worth. The 
result being that the cord snaps with a sound like 
breaking whipcord at, or near, the nail of my left thumb. 
The one thiug to remember is to get the cord to break 
about six inches above the testicle. If one can break it 
at that snot there is no haemorrhage and no hunchbacks. 
I have found bitter experience that if you break the 
cord too near the testicle you are almost certain to have 
bleeding. 

I find that this method is pretty severe on the skin of 
one’s forefinger where the turns of the cord go round, if 
a number of 8 or 9-month-old calves have to he operated 
on at one time. It is worth while before commencing 
work to put 4 or 5 turns of a gauze bandage, one inch 
wide, round the business part of the forefinger. This 
acts not only as a protection but it also gives one. a 
better grip of the cord—prevents the cord from slipping 
round the finger. This may sound rather a complicated 
method, but really in practice it is all accomplished in a 
few seconds, and becomes a sort of habit, if I may say 
so. I haye given most of the other methods a trial .but 
have discarded them all in favour of this, as in my 
hands lit is clean, certain, quick and successful. I have 
no wish to appear before you as a braggart, but since I 
adopted this technique I can safely say that during the 
past ten years I haven’t had ten cases of haemorrhage 
to deal.with, nor have I had any other trouble except 
in cases where bedding being at a discount the scrotum 
and buttocks were in such a state of filth that any 
approach to asepsis was an impossibility. Success by 
any other method in such circumstances would be 
equally improbable. 

Castration by Cloans. My predecessor ‘ was a great 
advocate of this method, consequently before I conk) 
gain a footing in the district I had to follow in his foot¬ 
steps. I used it for several years, both on colts mid 
bull calves over six months old. It is quite a simple 
method, and when the covered operation is performed I 
must admit it was wonderfully successful. For. onp 
thing I could go to bed without thinking of a midnight 
call to a case of haemorrhage. At the same time it wee 
an extremely filthy operation, and often the removal of 
the clams from half-a-dozen bulls made me sick. I con¬ 
sider this operation unsurgical, cruel, and unclean. I 
have had more than one fatal case of tetaauB after it, 
not to speak of accidents due to the clams being torn off 
in a fence. 

Castration by ligature. Theoretically this is probably 
the most surgical method of operating, but in ray hands 
it was not entirely satisfactory. In the first place it re¬ 
quired au assistant to hold the testicle whilst the liga¬ 
ture was being tied. Secondly, in more than one case a 
ligature gave way before the artery was sealed, thus 
giving trouble with hemorrhage. Thirdly, I had more 
trouble with sepsis and swellings than by any other 
method. I tried catgut and silk ligatures, I cut the ends 
of the ligatures short, and I left them with the entfa 
hanging out of the wound, but the results were thje 
same. There appears to be too much filth about the 
buttocks, tail, and scrotum of a bull for any chance of a 
scientific operation like this being a success. It would 
be all right if one could command asepsis, but as qircum- 
stances are in most byres that is unattainable. 

Castration by Ecrascur. I tried this on one bull _ 18 
months old but. never again ! I bad the worst caae~hf 
double bmmorrhaoe I ever saw. He did not die, is 
being on the spot I put him down and managed to get 
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the stumps of the cords, which I ligatured, and thus 
saved his life. It appears to me that there is too small 
a body of tissue, ana that the clam cuts its way through 
the cord too easily, in fact with two or three turns of 
the screw, and before sufficient pressure can be exerted 
to stop haemorrhage. Perhaps some of you may have 
had happier results with this instrument. 
r Scraping the cord. This operation is performed with 
a'blunt knife, and should be done slowly and gently, so 
that the elastic tissues have time to curl up. When 
done properly it is a very successful and scientific 
operation, but with a bull calf which may kick at a 
critical moment there would be some excuse for the 
operator if the knife were to sever the cord too quickly 
and cause serious bleeding. I never had. sufficient con- 
fidence in the steadiness of my hand to give this method 
a trial, but I have often been called in to stanch haemor¬ 
rhage caused by this system of operation. 

The actual Cautery. I have never tried this instru¬ 
ment in the castration of bulls; therefore I am not 
prepared to pa3S an opinion on it. 

There is a comparatively new instrument on the mar¬ 
ket called BurdizzVs Castrator which is greatly cracked 
Up, especially by practitioners living in a tropical climate. 
The instrument is like a huge blacksmith’s pincers, 
provided with a compound lever joint which exerts 
great pressure. 

The instrument is applied to the cord above the testicle 
outside* the skin of base of scrotum. Pressure is applied 
for about a minute and then repeated on the other cord. 
The idea is to so crush the spermatic vessels that 
thrombosis takes place, thus cutting off the blood supply 
to the testicle. In the course of a few weeks the testicle 
atrophies and disappears. This seems to be an excellent 
principle, and if successful in every case the instrument 
shoula be in daily employment. If any of you gentle¬ 
men can give me reliable information as to its success 
1 will order one to-morrow. 

These, gentlemen, are the different methods of castra¬ 
ting the bull which have come under my notice. There 
may be others which I have not mentioned, and I will 
be glad to hear of them. 

In conclusion the first precept of this operation—and 
the last—is to approach as near to asepsis as the hull 
and the byre will allow you, and no matter what 
method of separating the testicle from the body you 
adopt, you will be as near to success as is humanly 
possible. 

Discussion. 

The Chairman : I wish to thank Mr. Howie for his 
paper, and to say that his ideas and my own are almost 
identical. I have never used clams, for I consider them 
very dirty implements. I have not used the ecraseur 
either, as I am afraid it would not be very safe as regards 
haemorrhage. 

Mr. Kerr : I thank Mr. Howie for his paper and 
agree with his methods in the main. I have seen calves 
done with the Italian instrument and they seem to do 
all right. My chief objection to it is that its application 
is too simple. If it were introduced by the profession 
everybody would soon be using it to our detriment. I 
would like to ask if any of you have ever come across a 
genuine case of gut-tie. The text books make a great 
fass about it, but until the other day I never had seen an 
example of it 

Mr. Brown : I am exceedingly interested in Mr. 
Howie’s paper, for which I thank him, and I hope to see 
it published. His methods are the same as I adopt. 
Castration by ligature is done, but asepsis must he 
absolutely perfect, a condition which m veterinary 
practice is very difficult to attain. I have done about 
twenty bulls with the Italian instrument. It is quite 
' simple in its application but there is a difficulty in 
keeping the jaws of the castrator on the cord. In one 
or two of my cases the instrument had slipped off the 


vessels, with the result that only one of the testes 
atrophied : these I removed later in the ordinary way, 
and the second operation was more difficult than the 
first, from the fact that there were adhesions. There 
was also a considerable amount of haemorrhage, but, I 
am glad to say, not fatal. The instrument could be 
improved by having wider jaws. 

Mr. Anderson : In the chief points of Mr. Howie’s 
paper I agree with him, but I don’t think much of his 
method of casting a calf. I get on the near (left) side 
of the calf, put my left band and arm under the neck, 
stretch my right over the back, and sieze the loose skin 
at the right flank ; lift the fore end of calf, pull it with 
my right into a sitting position. It is extremely easy 
once you get the knack. I have in my possession one 
of Burdizzo’s castrators, and if any of you would like to 
try it 1 will be delighted to lend it.. For my part I con¬ 
sider it quite successful, but it is too much bother to use ; 
I find that one must cast the animal if the instrument 
is to be properly applied. 

Mr. McPherson : I agree with Mr. Howie in every¬ 
thing he has said. I have used the ligature unsuccess¬ 
fully. 

Mr. Sievwright : My experience has been the same 
as Mr. Howie’s. I have used wooden clams, but must 
say I have no liking for them. 

Major McVban : I consider that Burdizzo’s castrator 
would be an ideal instrument for tropical climates, such 
as Egypt or Africa generally, where insect life is so 
abundant as to lead to septic infection of all wounds. 
As a matter of fact the natives crush the testicles with¬ 
out opening the scrotum. In Bulgaria, the inhabitants 
crush the testicle between two stones. 

Mr. Drennan : I am very much interested in Mr. 
Howie’s paper. I usually castrate by scraping the cord, 
and get on quite well. I have also used the 6craseur 
without haemorrhage, but take the precaution of includ¬ 
ing the tunics, so as to give substance for the instru¬ 
ment to work on. 

Mr. Beattie : I won’t adopt the new instrument, I 
think it is rather cruel. 

Mr. Gumming : Like Mr. Anderson, I am not struck 
with Mr. Howie’s system of casting a calf. Regarding 
the ligature method, I have used it quite successfully. 
I once did half-ardozen calves at one farm, three by liga¬ 
ture and three by ordinary traction method. Those hy 
ligature did not swell; the others did. I have also used 
the Ecraseur successfully, but twisted the vessels and 
tunics before applying the clam, so as to get suitable 
resistance. 

Mr. Brown proposed a vote of thanks to Messrs. 
Gumming and Howie for their papers. They were both 
original, and the results of long practical experience, 
ana he hoped that they would both be published. 

Messrs Gumming and Howie returned thanks. 


It was proposed that instead of having only two 
meetings in the year there might be an additional one, 
or an excursion during the summer to which the ladies 
could be invited. The Secretary was asked to put the 
subject on the card for discussion at the next meetiog. 

Capt. Marshall agreed to introduce the subject of 
Parasitic Mange for discusssion at next meeting. 

Office Bearers were appointed for the next year, as 
follows:— 

President. Mr. Adam Kerr, Ellon. 

Vice President, Senior. Mr. Alex Niven, Iuverurie. 

„ Junior. Major McVean, Craigellachie. 
Hon. Secretary and Treasurer. Mr. G. Howie, Alford 
Council. Re-elected en bloc. 

After a vote of thanks to Mr. Niven for presiding at 
the meeting, the members lunched in the “ Athenaeum,” 
I where a pleasant and happy hour was spent 

George Howie, Hon. Sec 
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Reunion Dinner R.A.V.C. Officers, who have 

SERVED IN THE EGYPTIAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE. 

To the Editor of“ The Veterinary Record. n 

Dear Sir,—You very kindly inserted a letter from me 
on the above subject a short time ago,—may I again 
trespass on your valuable space 7 

Tne dinner has been fixed for December 3rd at the 
Trocadero Restaurant, 6.45 p.m. Tickets, 17/6 each 
{exclusive of wines). Through the kindness of the 
D.G. A.V.S. and staff at H.Q., I have been supplied with 
a nominal roll of officers who have served in the E.E.F., 
and over 220 notices have been sent to individual 
officers. It is possible, however, that some names have 
been omitted, or that owing to change of address the 
notices may not reach those to whom they were 
addressed. 

Will, therefore, any officer entitled to attend the 
dinner and who has not received a notice, accept this 
letter as an intimation, and should he wish to attend, 
will he please inform me not later than November 23rd. 
Officers are entitled to bring a guest provided that guest 
has served in the EE.F. (Price of guests tickets as 
above). 

The Committee have received support from many 
quarters, and a successful and congenial evening is 
anticipated. Thanking you in anticipation.—-I am, Sir, 
yours truly, 

“ Shirley,” P. J. Simpson. 

Castle Hill, Maidenhead, Nov. 9th. 


A SURGICAL OPERATION ? 

8ir,— Re extract from The Southland Daily News, 
N.Z ? published on page 218, in The Veterinary Record , 
8th inat., I should like to give the following facts. 

I was asked to attend the horse, Blue Baron, on 19th 
January, 1919. I refused to operate, as in my opinion 
the tumour was malignant, ana in such a position as to 
be inoperable by me. 

I advised a second opinion, and Professor Macqueen 
examined the case on 13th February, and pronounced 
the case inoperable, and the tumour he feared to be 
malignant. 

Professor Macqueen had the tumour examined by 
microscope, and reported to me that it was “ Adeno¬ 
carcinoma.” Capfc. McIntosh operated on April 5th, 
but tbe operation was unsuccessful, in that Maj. Hobday 
was asked to give a final opinion, which he did on June 
25th, to the effect that the case was incurable, and the 
horse teas destroyed. 

Please bring this statement to the notice of your 
correspondent, from “ down under,” as well as printing 
it in The Veterinary Record.— Yours faithfully, 

Thornbury, Gloucestershire. p.p. W. R. Watson, 
Nov. 11th. W.J.W. 

THE NATIONAL Y.M.A. 

Dear Sir.—Recent issues of your valuable paper have 
contained leading articles and letters on the absolute 
necessity of more practitioners becoming members of a 
branch of the N.Y.M.A. so that this Association may 
claim to represent a majority of the profession. 

In my opinion this is a matter of first-rate importance 
to one ana all of us, especially to the younger members, 
and those about to enter the profession from the various 
colleges, as without a representative live body, speaking 
tor a majority of the profession, to push our just claim, 
*e stand little hope oi making that headway, especially 
in health matters, we are perfectly justified m hoping to 


do, and our training fits us best to underdake. This is 
not only your opinion, Sir, but of several public men I 
have recently spoken to on this matter 

I have long desired to become a member of a Yeteri- 
naryjMedical Association. Although there are a consider¬ 
able number of veterinary practitioners in this Bristol 
area, we are really outside all Y.M.A. meetings, the 
nearest meetings of neighbouring associations being, 
Western Counties, Exeter, Midland Counties, Birming¬ 
ham, Royal Counties, Reading, their other meetings 
taking place much further away, single-handed practi¬ 
tioners find it difficult to attend meetings held so far 
away at the same time, distances of from 70 to 100 
miles. 

How are we to overcome this difficulty 1 The only 
remedy I can suggest is that a few meetings a year 
should be held at Bristol, I am confident that they 
would be well attended, mainly by members new to any 
association. We need somebody who understands the 
running of an association to take an interest in this 
district and do a little recruiting, and the N.V.M A. will 
be nearer to speaking for a majority of the profession, 
and we veterinary surgeons who attend will make many 
new friends to the advantage of everybody concerned. 

Henrietta Street, Bath, J. J. Avkston. 

Nov. 11th, 

EXTRAVAGANT FOOD WASTE, AND DISEASE. 

In the Daily Dispatch ► on November 11th inst,, I see 
the Staffordshire County Council decide to appoint a 
Rat Officer at a salary of £300 a year, to save the food 
and also prevent the spreading of disease—which is a 
Btep in the right direction. I should like to know what 
the same Council are doing with regard to tuberculous 
milk and also tuberculous meat and. cows. Perhaps one 
of their veterinary inspectors will kindly reply. 

I will give you my experience A short while ago a 
farmer had a tuberculous cow milked up to the very 
last, then he tried to get her fat. She was eventually 
graded by a butcher and farmer, and the Butchers 
Association received pay. After slaughter, however, 
she was examined by a young meat inspector of little 
experience ; he had the sense to condemn the carcase as 
unfit for human food. The carcase was carted away and 
buried in quick lime—more expense. 

You will probably notice'that this old tuberculous 
cow never comes under veterinary supervision during the 
whole milking or feeding career. If the Ministry, of 
Health made it compulsory for at least dairy cows to 
pass the tuberculin test—and he might also compel 
Corporations on PDor Law Institutions to have their 
cattle tested—it would then open the eyes of neighbour¬ 
ing farmers. A great waste would be avoided:—by 
preventing tuberculous milk being sold; endless amounts 
of good valuable cattle food saved ; economy of labour : 
prevention of the spread of disease and expense of burial 
of meat carcases. 

It takes three times the amount of cattle food due to 
an ordinary healthy cow to feed a tuberculous cow. 
Just fancy any farmer trying to feed a tuberculous cow 
at a time when Economy, Labour, Pure Milk and Sound 
Meat are very serious items! Just try to realise the 
number of cattle that are tuberculous trying to get fat¬ 
tened ! Yet we have dozens of qualified veterinary sur¬ 
geons practically standing still with all this serious 
waste going on. This matter should receive at least a 
little consideration. 

I am a member of the Veterinary Inspectors Associ¬ 
ation, and would be pleased to have some of their ex¬ 
periences and to put the question point blank to the 
Minister of Health. 
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The amount of valuable cattle food saved by the 
slaughter of one tuberculous cow would feed all the rats 
in th^ county for at least one month ; besides preventing 
the animal spreading the disease by going into the open 
markets and highways. 

* Extravagant Waste. 

•-1* 


n.a.v.i. 

Sir,— In reference to your report of the meeting of the 
Association in this week’s Record , may I suggest that 
the most practicable way to obtain payment of a proper 
and uniform scale of fees from Local Authorities is tnat 
the whole of the Local Authorities be approached from 
the Association itself at once ! I know from experience 
of two Counties that it is most hopeless and exasperating 
to attempt it individually, and it bears little weight as 
compared to a recognised National Veterinary Associa¬ 
tion. 

For instance, several of we Inspectors in Warwick 
recently made an attempt to obtain endorsement of a 
proper scale of fees for the various inspectors, and this 
was to be presented by an influential, old-standing in¬ 
spector to the Local Authority. After some weeks, how¬ 
ever, the correspondence has apparently been hung up 
by some member, or has not reached its-destination for 
the necessary steps to be taken ! 

In Stafford although the matter has been under review, 
I fear that nothing tangible has been done. 

As a result I have by this morning's post received a 
cheque from our Authority a portion of which represents 
a fee of ft/- for inspection of various head of cattle and 
diagnosing foot-and-mouth disease ! 


A colleague and neighbouring inspector has had the 
same experience, and though we each charged & higher 
fee this was refused, although I personally made a'strong 
protest, and informed the County Accoutant that the 
matter was being taken up by the N.A.V.I. 

It is of course impossible for our respected Hon. 
Secretary (Mr. Trevor Spencer) to undertake the work 
personally of approaching the whole of the Local 
Authorities; but I suggest that temporary help be 
granted to him and paid for out of the funds ot^the 
Association. In view of the probable resuscitatioti of 
the Tuberculosis Order at an early date, and the advent 
of the Milk and Dairy Bill, etc., it is imperative that this 
matter be taken in hand without delay. We all owe 
Mr. Trevor Spencer a deep debt of gratitude for all he 
has so unselfishly done on behalf of Inspectors through¬ 
out the Country. 

To be asked to continue to accept the present scale 
of fees is most humiliating, to say nothing of the finah 
cial aspect!—Yours faithfully, 

Springhurst, Tamworth. W. T. Olvkk. 

Nov. 8, 1919. 


Personal. 

Major R. G. Anderson, o.b.e , f.r.c.v.s., was returned j 
at the top of the Poll to the Town Council of Cupar, , 
Fife, on Tuesday, 4th Nov. At a previous contest in 
1912 he stood second on the Poll. 

Mr. H. W. Robson, m.r o.v.s., of Laurencekirk, has 
been re-elected a member of the Town Council, at the 
head of the poll by a large majority. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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(a) Confirmed, (b) Reported by Local Authorities. t Counties affeoted, Animals attacked London 3 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Nov.. 11. 1919 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
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Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Nov. 10.1919 

Not*. —The figures for the Current Year are'approximate only. • As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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The Assistance op the Press. 

On more than one occasion we have pointed out 
in these columns the mischievous tendency of un¬ 
informed and irresponsible writing on questions of 
diseases and their control. A correspondent sends 
us a column from The Scottish Farmer of Nov. 15, 
with the heading “ Concerning Vets,” which we 
reprint at p, 243. In most journals—especially in 
those of a technical character, one looks for some 
amount of knowledge on the subject, and a reason¬ 
able deduction from the facts given. The column 
in question shows—to put it mildly, a deficiency in 
both these qualities, with the addition of the de¬ 
liberate depreciation of the men of the veterinary 
profession for which the Scottish agricultural 
papers have been notable for years past. The 
opinion of the writer is in itself negligible, but as 
mentor to several thousands of men, most of whom 
have no knowledge of the subject, nor of the facts 
beyond what is there stated, there should be some 
sense of responsibility — some evidence of an 
endeavour to arrive at the truth. Apparently the 
source of information on the meat question was the 
emasculated reports which have appeared in the 
public press. Any man with even a moderate 
amount of medical reading would know that al¬ 
though the sterilization of tuberculous meat is an 
indisputable fact, there exists some amount of pre¬ 
judice against its use for food; whilst in medical 
practice there constantly arise conditions on which 
skilled men may reasonably bold distinctly different 
opinions. In the case in point eaoh man testified 
to the samples which be received. No man—pro¬ 
fessional or layman—can be asked to go beyond 
that. 

In the matter of Sweet Blossom, there is a great 
crow over an opinion recently given that the mare 
is sound. The only determination of the condition 
which existed seven years ago would have been 
slaughter and examination at that time. 

Clinical Histories. 

Three weeks ago Mr. F. T. Harvey published a 
plea for “ recording the medical and surgical his¬ 
tories of animals known to have suffered in their 
youth from navel- or joint-ill.” The article was, 
as its author evidently recognised, very like the voice 
of one crying in the wilderness. There is hardly 
any branch of professional study in which veteri¬ 
nary surgeons generally are more slack than the 
keeping of clinical histories; and it is hardly likely 
thaf Mr. Harvey or any other writer will bring 
about much improvement in this generation. Yet, 
as b* Bays, a great deal of good could be done along 
this line, in joint-ill and in many other diseases. 


Collectively, veterinary surgeons probably realise 
this; but individually they are woefully reluctant 
to do any share of the work. 

With regard to joint-ill, a great deal of work is 
required for any substantial advance. Joint-ill in 
youth is very generally credited with causing remote 
sequelae long after, and apparently quite unconnec¬ 
ted with the original illness; but however true that 
view may be as a broad generalisation, it is far from 
easy to prove its application to a given oase. Often 
the second trouble may quite conceivably be either 
a legacy of joint-ill or due to some independent 
cause, and no one can decide which. Mr. Harvey’s 
cases are in point—they are suggestive clinical his¬ 
tories which contain muoh to support an explana¬ 
tion which remains hypothetical in eaoh, and in 
eaoh very different explanations are open to us. 
Obviously a great deal of evidence must be collected 
and sifted before we are on firm ground for judging 
these obscure cases. 

Many other diseases are open to the same line of 
enquiry, and some are more promising than joint-ill. 

Some men, for instance, have done much good as 
regards lameness. Many veterinary surgeons do 
this in cases that interest them, but very few do so 
methodically. Most have to rely chiefly or wholly 
upon memory for the earlier parts of their dinioal 
histories. Far and away the best, and the only 
reliable method, is the systematic keeping of case¬ 
books, which veterinary surgeons generally h&vo 
always neglected. Troublesome as it is, there is no 
such aid in the building up of clinical histories. 
Here, as in some other directions, medical men are 
ahead of us, and Mr. Harvey’s comparison of the 
two professions, though not flattering to ours, is 
perfectly just. 


IMPACTION OF THE RUMEN IN BOYINES. 

By W. R. Davis, m.b.c.v.s., Enfield. 

A few years ago a note from me was published 
in The Record expressing the opinion that the ex¬ 
hibition of the 11 regulation pound of salts” to cows 
was a dangerous practice. Since then experience 
has more than ever convinced me that I was right 
in the judgment I had formed. I can recall cases 
treated by me with Epsom salts and ending fatally 
that I am perfectly certain would have recovered if 
less energetic medicines had been employed. 

The little need for drastic purgatives in impaction 
of the rumen was brought home to me recently by 
the fact that in one week I had five cases of the 
malady and they all recovered; the agents used 
being Carbonate or Acetate of Ammonia, Nux 
Vomica, Treacle, and Linseed Oil. 
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The first oase was a recently oalved heifer show¬ 
ing the following symptoms :—Extremities cold, 
respiration normal, pulse muoh accelerated (this is 
exceptional), temperature 103*, milk yield much 
diminished, faeces almost hard and in small quantity, 
appetite and rumination absolutely in abeyance. 
On palpating the rumen a bard % mass can be de¬ 
tected. The heifer lies a good deal and there is a 
low grunt now and then, expressive of discomfort 
more than of acute pain. She was four days in this 
condition but on the fifth day she ruminated, ate 
some sweet hay, and passed softened faeces abun¬ 
dantly, recovery being complete on the seventh 
day. 

This case was peculiar in that the pulse was fast 
during the whole time, and that in spite of the ani¬ 
mal taking little or no food she continued to give 
five quarts of milk daily. 

The second patient was also a heifer, and the 
symptoms manifested only differed from those in 
the former case in that the milk yield ceased 
entirely, and that the pulse was fairly normal. 
This heifer went longer without eating—it was not 
until the sixth day that she could be got to take any 
food. Her owner made an original remark to me 
while we stood observing the patient on the fifth 
day. I told him the heifer was better, and would 
do well. “ I hope so Guv’nor,” said he, “ only I 
don’t like her staring at us. I hate to see a cow 
turn round and look at me, I feel inclined to throw 
a stool at her—their eyes are on their grub when 
they are alright.” 

The other three cases were in older cows, the 
property of one man, a large dairy farmer. Symp¬ 
toms did not differ much from the last case. One 
oow, a Freisian, had slight diarhoea at the com¬ 
mencement of her illness—a condition that is apt 
to deceive one. As usual, they all took about a 
week to recover, but they did so , and all the patients 
are milking as well as they did before being sick. 

I always endeavour to get the skin hot, and for 
that end 1 have the patients “ thatched.” A good 
layer of rough bay or long straw is put on the back 
a sheet or some sacks placed on top, and two sur¬ 
cingles or straw bands are used to keep the covering 
on—one fastened on behind the elbows and one in 
front of the stifles. Treacle causes thirst, and the 
oow should be encouraged to drink as much as 
nonsible. I am persuaded that if these cows had 
been treated with Epsom salts one or two of them 
would have died. On the third or fourth day 
quickened pulse and respiration, deadly cold ex¬ 
tremities, little tremors over the shoulder and orural 
muscles, agitation, throwing the head about, would 
announce to the practitioner that he was going to 
lose his case. 1 have experienced the chagrin of 
such an ending, and I have learnt my lesson. 

But it is not alone in impaction of the rumen 
that there is danger in giving large doses of Epsom 
salts to bovines. They are equally unsuited to 
other stomach affections, and to maladies of parturi¬ 
tion, (they are especially deadly in milk fever). Yet 
it is the common praotice to give a pound of salts 
before and one after calving—a very senseless 
praotice, to my way of thinking. I had the satis¬ 


faction of observing that at any rate one member of 
the profession endorsed the views expressed in my 
former letter, and he a man of the maturest judg¬ 
ment—Mr. Hy. Thompson, of Aspatria. 

Hay is a short crop and is very dear, and a 
muoh larger quantity of straw is being used in the 
ration both for horses and cattle, so that we are 
likely to have many of these animals suffering from 
troubles of the digestive apparatus. I hope that in 
the case of cows, some of my fellow practitioners 
who are always in the habit of combating constipa¬ 
tion in cattle with Epsom salts will try the treat¬ 
ment I have indicated in a few cases—and give ub 
their views. 


VENTRAL HERNIA. 

Subject. A nine years old pedigree Clydesdale 
mare. 

Previous History. She had been in the possession 
of the owner five years, and had never had a day's 
illness, nor met with any accident. She was kept 
for general agricultural purposes and was regularly 
worked on the farm. Two years ago she had her 
first foal, which was born without assistance. 
Nothing was seen amiss with mare until the night 
before I was called to her. She was then at the 
grass, three days “ past ” her time, and the foreman 
noticed that she was badly swollen along the belly 
and very much “ slippit ” behind. It is said she 
was all right earlier in the day. He had her taken 
indoors and placed in a loose-box. 

Next morning, when called to her, I found her 
very dull, pulse quickened, temperature 102*6. 
Had refused all food since coming indoors, breathing 
was slightly accelerated, and she showed slight signs 
of abdominal pain at intervals. She presented sac 
of wide dimensions evenly diffused along floor of 
the abdomen—stretching from the last rib to the 
inguinal canal. This was to the depth of four inches, 
very painful and doughy on palpation. 

Diagnosis. Ventral hernia—though no hernial 
opening was to be discerned. Rectal examination 
did not help me in diagnosis but revealed a living 
foal. * 

Treatment consisted of mild antispasmodio 
draught in half pint of 01. lini. To be repeated in. 
two hours if necessary. I applied a comfortable 
broad compress and ordered tnat she be allowed 
oatmeal gruels only. I asked the owner to advise 
me at once, when labour began. 

Next morning. Mare still dull. Pulse 64, temp. 
102*4*. Pains had never been any more acute— 
bowels moved repeatedly during the night. She 
had taken some gruels and had lain for hours, 
mostly on the abdomen. When the compress was 
removed, the swelling was found to be more painful, 
deeper and wider, but no hernial opening oould be 
felt. Mare walks slowly and with a marked ap¬ 
pearance of stiffness. 

Progtwsis unfavourable. Continued use of com¬ 
press and liquid food only—and left draught for re¬ 
lieving pain if necessary. 

r Third morning. Mam dull, pulse 72, temp. 102*6. 
I was informed that mare had lain in the same atti- 
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tude daring the whole night and occasionally 
showed signs of pain. The sac was much larger 
and the subject now had the appearance presented 
by an old “ broken bellied blackfaced ewe." The 
swelling readily pits on pressure and is very painful 
towards the linea alba. Treatment as before con¬ 
tinued. Her general appearance indicated the early 
onset of labour. 

Fourth morning. Mare much the same, pulse 76 
temp. 102°. She had lain more, but pain had been 
more insistent. The swelling was more pendulous 
but no firmer in consistence. Patient seemed 
weaker on her legs—very stiff behind—disinclined 
to move. I now began to fear the mare might suc¬ 
cumb before the birth of the foetus. 

At 3 p.m., I was again called to her as labour had 
begun. On arrival, I found presentation normal, 
but mare very weak, and in a short time, with 
plenty of assistance, a comparatively easy delivery 
was effected of a living colt foal, of good sire and 
strength. The placental membranes came away 
with the foal. 

Mare remained lying and very restless after de¬ 
livery ; was given diffusible stimulants and opiates, 
and the compress was kept properly adjusted. In 
two hours she was seized with violent abdominal 
pains, kept turning head round to flanks and became 
bathed in perspiration. Post partum pains very 
marked. The sac was somewhat flabbier now, and 
bore traces of bed-sores and some bruising from 
hind hoofs. Hot blankets and the administration 
of hypnotics gave no relief, and mare died in six 
hours after foaling. 

Post-mortem. Showed the outer covering of the 
sac to consist of skin and panniculus carnosa. There 
was revealed a hernial opening in the middle line 
of the abdomen 15in. by 8in. 

The contents of the sac consisted of small bowel 
and omentum, part of which had become strangula¬ 
ted, and there was evidence of extensive peritonitis. 
The straight, oblique and transverse abdominal 
muscles were all more or less torn. All other 
organs were apparently healthy, excepting the heart, 
which was hypertrophied. 

This case may prove interesting to your readers, 
being a somewhat rare type of hernia, and from the 
fact that there was a lack of direct evidence as to 
the causal factor, as the subject never sustained any 
known external injury, nor'was excessive muscular 
contraction apparent during her former pregnancy 
and delivery. 

I offer the opinion that some congenital fissure 
or weakness in the abdominal walls was the predis¬ 
posing cause, thereafter aggravated by the heavy 
state of pregnancy in this gestation. I am of 
opinion that strangulation of small bowel did not 
occur till after the act of foaling—as no adhesions 
between small bowel and the abdominal muscles 
were present nor was there any formation of con¬ 
nective tissue in the hernial sac. 

The photographs were taken within 36 hours of 
the appearance of the swelling—which, as already 
sttfed, increased in size each day until the act of 
foaling commenced. 


I regret that owing to atmospheric conditions and 
other exigencies, I was unable to make later expo¬ 
sures on the subject before death—as I feel sure, 
they would have added greater interest to this re¬ 
cord than the enclosed—whioh, however, I consider 
I was fortunate in securing under the circumstances. 

I should be pleased to hear the views of some of 
our leading practitioners who have had experience 
with similar cases of this kind. 

Finally, I maintain that conditions suoh as were 
to be faced in this case in practice, simply hold up 
to ridicule the principles laid down in theory as to 
palliative or curative treatment. 

BOWEL FISTULA. 

Subject. A two years old pedigree Ayrshire quey- 
yeld. 

I was called on 14th April last to treat this quey 
for supposed stomach disorder. She had been ailing 
for three days—was off her food, the bowels were 
constipated ; she grunted occasionally, but the pulse 
and temperature were normal. 

She was given two sharp doses of cathartic medi¬ 
cine, followed by stimulating tonic powders, and in 
ten days, appetite and rumination were restored. 
She was then allowed to resume her place with the 
herd. 

About a month later, the owner observed that 
when she was turned out to water, she inclined to 
lag behind the others, walked slovenly, and drank 
more water than usual. She still fed well, but the 
consistency of the fseces was always firm, despite a 
liberal ration of treaole. 

About this time a small hard swelling appeared 
in the vicinity of the umbilicus, but caused no in¬ 
convenience. Pastures being better, the owner 
turned her out to grass for a change. During the 
next ten days the swelling gradually became larger. 

Called in again on June 6th, I found the circum¬ 
ference of the swelling, whioh was in front of the 
umbilicus, could be spanned by the extended fingers. 
It was dense, and very painful, and in its centre 
was a fistulous opening from which was escaping a 
foetid discharge smelling strongly of ingesta. The 
owner's attention being drawn to the discharge, he 
assured me that on the previous day the swelling 
was intact, and showed no trace of any discharge. 
The quey was cast, and I carefully explored the 
opening. 

Diagnosis. Fistula of the bowel, probably due to 
the swallowing of, and subsequent outward penetra¬ 
tion of a sharp foreign body ; that I failed to dis¬ 
cover. 

The swelling consisted of granulation tissue 
permeated by several small abscess ducts, besides 
the fistulous opening in the centre, which had irreg¬ 
ular edges and was of sufficient width to permit 
the entrance of the middle finger. 

Prognosis unfavourable. 

As the owner desired the subject should have 
every chance, I decided to operate. Defaecation 
and micturition were unduly frequent, and on each 
occasion there was a simultaneous discharge of 
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bowel eonteDts from the fistula. Further, about 
ten minutes after drinking water a steady stream 
of liquid was exuded from the wound. 

On 8th June, I took accompanying photographs 
and afterwards operated. The quey, having been 
prepared for 48 hours, was given an hypnotic and 
was then cast. A local anaesthetio was used and 
thereafter the swelling was transfixed with strong 
whip cord, and the major portion of it removed 
with the scapel and actual oautery. I then put in 
a deep purse string suture of carbolized cat-gut, 
and removed the remainder of the swelling. 

I visited the quey several times during next fort¬ 
night. With exception of slight colic attacks she 
did well, and the suture held. A pitch tar plaster 
was applied, and a surcingle adjusted to protect 
the operation wound. 

On 24th June, she was turned away to grass again, 
and was allowed a liberal supply of cake and con¬ 
centrated food. The operation wound gave no 
trouble. 

After nearly three months—as the quey had put 
on no weight, I feared further trouble in the intes¬ 
tinal tract, and recommended slaughter. 

Post-mortem. A cicatrix 1£ inches in length was 
discovered in the wall of the pyloric part of the 
abomasum. The mucous membrane at this point 
was very much thickened, and there was a well de¬ 
fined round ulcer 2£ inches in diameter, the borders 
being well marked. The serous coat here was 
slightly inflamed and adherent to the abdominal 
wall by strong bands of fibrous tissue. The remain¬ 
der of the intestinal tract and all other organs ap¬ 
peared normal. 

I consider the ulcer in the abomasal mucosa was 
a sequel, and that the primary attacks of indigestion 
in April were due to the disturbing influence of the 
perforating action of some foreign body. 

HYDROCEPHALUS. 

I can recall half-a-score of this type of foetal 
monstrosity in cattle praotioe, in the course of 
twenty years’ experience, with successful issues in 
fully fifty per cent, of them, i.e. the mother survived; 
but 1 cannot recall a case to equal the one I en¬ 
countered last month, in the great dimensions of the 
foetal head, the small size of the dam, and the 
resistance of the presentation to a full equipment 
of parturition instruments. 

The subject—a pedigree Ayrshire quey—two 
years and ten months old, of milk reoord strain. I 
was summoned by the owner’s son, who remarked, 
“ We have tried her, but could find no head. Bring 
your knives as there will be some cutting to do.” 

Knowing the practical knowledge of my clients, 
I at once realised I was up against something sur¬ 
passing the ordinary. On arrival, I learned the 
quey had been some four hours in labour, and on 
examination, I found both fore legs in the vagina 
with deviation of the head towards the left flank. 

With some difficulty, owing to the “ tightness ” 
of the quey and curvature of the neck of the foetus, 
the head was retracted towards the os—when it 


was apparent the foetus was the subject of hydro¬ 
cephalus. 

The head was punctured from behind with the 
trocar. This made no reduction in its size. The 
size of the head precluded the use of the obstetric 
6craseur so the finger embryotomes and long, sharp 
crotchets were resorted to—but they proved useless 
to cut the hardened cranium of the foetus. 

I concluded that delivery was impossible, and as 
the quey was in good condition a butcher was got 
to slaughter the animal, and under my supervision, 
the uterus was carefully drawn aside and laid open, 
when the following interesting particulars were 
seen :—The head was of an enormous size measur¬ 
ing 14J in. from tip of nose to crown of head—18 in. 
across the crown, head 35 in. in circumference, and 
141b. 2oz. in weight. 

The nasal bones were only 2£ in. in length ; the 
orbital fossae very small, and elliptical in shape, 
facing downwards towards the inferior maxilla 
which was the only bone of the head presenting a 
normal appearance. All the cranial bones were 
completely ossified except a small space between 
articular surfaces of what would have been the 
frontal bones in a normal head. This complete 
ossification and hardness of all the abnormal bones 
was the peculiar feature of the oase, and after being 
well boiled it remained intact and bones resisted 
a strong flesher’s knife. 

In the majority of cases of hydrocephalus, in my 
experience when so dealt with the bones fell asunder, 
being mostly cartilaginous and easy to cut. 

In some cases there was a part, usually the * 
crown of the skull, more or less devoid of bone 
formation — covered by skin only—whereby em¬ 
bryotomy was rendered easier and delivery effected. 

In such cases, the specimen when prepared gave 
one the appearance of a large bowl, but, in this case, 

I repeat the skull was complete. 

From the appearance of the foetus and the state¬ 
ment of the owner and his son—who both distinctly 
felt the “tug 1 ’ of the fore feet, when attempting to 
help delivery, I am of the opinion the calf was alive 
at the commencement of labour. This is contrary 
to my usual experience in such cases, the foetus 
has usually presented conclusive evidence of being 
dead for some time. 

In every other respect the calf appeared normal 
and was of average size. 

I hope some inventive practitioner will produce 
an improved type of instrument to meet the require¬ 
ments of such a base as I have described. Here¬ 
with enclosed, please find photographs for illustra¬ 
tion purposes. I am forwarding the specimens, 
when properly preserved, to the museum of my 
alma mater , 

Maybole. W. Gardner, m.r.c.v.s. 

BRACKEN POISONING IN CATTLE. 

Re Mr. Brown’s letter in Veterinary Record con¬ 
cerning Bracken poisoning in Cattle, the writer 
wants to know why bracken in some cases causes 
poisoning and in other oases has no deleterious effects? 
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I think the oases Mr. Brown records were not braoken 
poisoning at all. I have never seen a case of 
bracken poisoning, although all my life I have seen 
cattle eat it in every oase with perfect impunity. 
What Mr. Brown describes was an outbreak of sep¬ 
ticaemia haemorrhagica. 

Some years ago, I had a very similar experience, 
the symptoms were indentioal with those described 
by Mr. Brown. Together with the late Prof. Met- 
tam I investigated the outbreak, and the result was 
that of septicaemia haemorrhagica. Since then I 
have seen several more cases of this disease, in each 
the symptoms were exactly similar, very great de- 
ression, very high temperature—up to 108°, exu- 
ation of blood from mouth and nose, together with 
dysentery. Usually animal died within a period 
from 24 to 36 hours after being noticed ill. I made 
several post mortem examinations; in some cases 
discovered bracken in rumen in others none. All 
the internal organs showed signs of a septicaemio 
infection. About 90% of animals attacked died. 

The treatment we adopted, which was more pre¬ 
ventive than curative, was as follows. All animals 
on farm and in contaot with affeoted ones were 
given twice daily, 2 drachms of pot. permanganate 
in one quart of water. From this treatment I had 
very good results, inasmuoh as none of the animals 
so treated became affected, and two out of eight on 
one farm recovered. 

Shaftesbury, Dorset. L. 0. Maguire, Capt. 


NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

Western Counties Division. 


A meeting of this Association was held at the Boyal 
Clarence Hotel, Exeter, on Thursday October 23rd when 
the President, Mr. P. J. Penhale of Barnstaple occupied 
the chair, others attending were Messrs. R. J. Colling*, 
W.B. Nelder and Wm. Roach, Exeter, J. R. Conchie, 
Minehead: A. J. Down, Sampford Peverell; John 
Dnnstan, Liskeard ; G. H. Gibbings, Tavistock ; G. D. 
Lansley, Axminster; Chas. Masson, Torquay j C. C. 
Parsons, Launceston ; R. E. L. Penhale, Torrmgton; 
Wm. Penhale, Holsworthy ; C. E. Perry, Bristol: W. P. 
Stableforth, Honiton ; and Wm. Ascott, Bideford, Hon. 
Secretary. 

The minutes of the last meeting were taken as read 
and confirmed. 

Apologies for absence were read from Messrs. F. T. 
Harvey, P. W. Bloye, E. J. Thorburn and W. Wintle. 

Feeling reference was made to the great loss the 
Association has recently sustained by the death of Mr. 
W. H. Bloye and Mr. P. O. Bond, both of Plymouth and 
on the motion of Mr. Ascott, seconded by the President, 
a vote of condolence and sympathy with the bereaved 
relatives was passed by all standing in silence. 

It was further resolved on the proposition of Mr. 
Ascott, seconded by Mr. R. E. L. Penhale, that a dona¬ 
tion of £2 2s. Od. be sent to the Victoria Benevolent 
Fund in memory of the deceased members. 

Mr. R. L. L. Hart, who is leaving England, wrote re¬ 
signing his membership. 

The resolution of the Derbyshire Veterinary Associ¬ 
ation, deferred from the last meeting, was discussed and 
it was resolved that no action be taken in the matter. 


PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 

Mr. Percy Penhale, Barnstaple. 

Gentlemen.—It is my first duty to thank you very 
sincerely for honouring me by electing me your Presi¬ 
dent this year. As one of the younger members of this 
Association I feel you have set me a hard task in follow¬ 
ing our late President Mr. Wm. Roach, but I will do 
my best to merit your confidence, with the assistance of 
our capable Hon. Secretary, Mr. Ascott. I can only 
assure you how very much I appreciate the honour you 
have conferred upon me, which is heightened by the 
fact that my father was I believe, practically the founder 
of the Association and one of its earliest Presidents. 

It is unfortunate that the presidency should carry 
something, which to me is in the nature of a penalty— 
a Presidential address. I have racked my brain for an 
inspiration. Should it be a disertation on the forth¬ 
coming battle of giants, the Veterinary Profession v 
Tubercle bacilli, or an oration on the Animals Anaes¬ 
thetic Bill. After considerable thought, as my originality 
was in excess of my verbosity, I decided to turn this 
address into what I call “Two brace of grouse ” as it 
starts with a grumble, ends with a grumble, andnastwo 
wedged in between. I am selecting these four as I con¬ 
sider they are matters which we, as an Association, may 
do much to rectify 

1. Veterinary officers of Health, particularly as re¬ 
gards meat inspection. I am sure you will all agree that 
our present position in this matter is a very unsatisfac¬ 
tory one. 

2. The fees for mileage paid by the Board of Agri¬ 
culture. 

3. Fees for examinations paid by Insurance Compa¬ 
nies. This we hope will be vigorously taken up by the 
National Veterinary Medical Association. 

4. Fees generally. As this latter will come before 
the meeting, and I have been warned the time is all too 
short for discussing this one subject, I will at present 
say no more except to extend a hearty welcome home to 
those members wno have been serving, particularly to 
our Hon. Secretary, Major Ascott, ana also to deplore 
the loss by death since our last meeting of Mr. W. H. 
Bloye and Mr. P. G. Bond, two of our oldest and very 
best members. 

On the motion of Mr. Stableforth, seconded by Mr. 
Wm. Roach, a vote of thanks was accorded the President 
for his address. 

It was resolved that the next meeting be the Annual 
General meeting at Exeter, on the 18th March next. 

GENERAL PROFESSIONAL FEES. 

Mr. Wm. Ascott, Hon. Secretary; At the last meet¬ 
ing I was asked to endeavour to arrive at a uniform 
minimum charge. I sent out 45 circular letters and re¬ 
ceived 22 replies ; these included two from practitioners 
who do not reside in the Western Counties, but who 
were serving under me in France, and have large practi¬ 
ces, one in Cambridgeshire and the other in South 
Wales ; and also two from registered practitioners. To 
those who replied, I beg, on behalf of the Association, to 
tender our best thanks. To those who did not, let us be 
charitable and say nothing. I think we shall derive 
most benefit by pausing after each contentious item and 
taking a vote as we go, but it might be desirable and 
also save time if we first arrive at an understanding as 
to how much, if any, difference should be made between 
private clients, and those whose living depends on the 
animals, that is, between those who Keep animals for 
pleasure and those who keep them for profit The dif¬ 
ference shown by the returns is 30%. and if you agree on 
that as a basis we can confine ourselves to the charges 
to farmers, etc. I suggest, for ease in reckoning we agree 
on either 25 or 33j%—J or i increase. 
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Taking items 1, 2, 3 and 4—the visits—I find at least | 
one notable return, the principle of which I quite endorse, 
that is a fixed charge starting at the surgery for atten¬ 
dance on anything brought there, and then the same fee, 
plus mileage for cases outside. This is evidently the 
correct principle, because to visit any place for the same 
fee,or, as in many cases, for less than tae actual cost of 
getting there, necessitates one of two things, either medi¬ 
cine must be left (whether required or not) or you earn 
nothing. I strongly advocate a minimum charge of 2/6 
for attendance at home, and then 1/- per mile each way, 
plus the 2/6. Taking the actual cost of travelling to be 
9d. per mile, this leaves you 3d. per mile to pay for the 
extra time taken up. Some will say the farmer at a dis¬ 
tance cannot afford to pay so much, I say he can, because 
his rent being much less the further away from town he 
is should compensate him, and lead him to expect to pay 
more. 

In my opinion we have ourselves to blame for the 
scandalous fees we have received in the past for working 
a long way from home. I shall be glad if you will new 
discuss the desirability or otherwise of making any dif¬ 
ference between those who keep animals for pleasure, 
and farmers and tradesmen. 

The result of the discussion on this point was incon¬ 
clusive, it being considered that at the present time 
farmers as a whole could afford, in most cases, to pay 
better fees than many other people. It was decided to 
adopt the following as a minimum scale of fees, leaving 
increased charges to the discretion of the individual 
practitioner. 


(Services. Minimum Fees. 

Visit within one mile 3 6 

„ over one mile, add per mile one way 1 6 

Exam, horse for soundness, with certificate 110 

„ for Insurance Co. At surgery 7/6 ; away 10 6 
Testing cattle for Tuberculosis One l 10 

„ „ f 2nd, 3rd, 4th each 10/6 ; each up to 20 5 -0 

\and mileage for two visits 

Anti-abortin treatment, per head 2/6 to 6 0 
according to number; plus mileage 
P.M. examination, per head 10 6 

Boarding dogs, per day, small 1/- large 1 6 

Castration, Colts, with chloroform 15 6 

„ Calves 1 6 

Firing and blistering, per leg, including chloro¬ 
form 110 

Docking 10 0 

„ Foals or Colts at time of castration 5 0 

Rasping horse’s teeth 5 0 

Vaccinating yearlings, per head 2 0 

Intratracheal injections, up to 10 2 0 

Foaling or calving, if abnormal 110 

Lambing 5 0 

Removing placenta, cow 10/6; mare 1 1 0 

Physic balls, per ball 2 6 

Other balls, per half dozen 6 0 

Colic drenches, small 2/6; large oil 4 0 

Cow drenches, small 1/6; large 2 6 

Bottle medicine, wine bottle 6/-; per gall. 14 0 

(for scour mixtures, hoose mixtures, etc.) 

Powders, per half dozen 3 0 

Inflating cow’s udder 10 6 

Liniments; half pint 2/6; H pint 4 0 

Ointments, per £lb. 2 6 

Blisters, per 2oz. 3/6 ; Electuaries per 4oz. 3 6 
Destroying horses 10 6 

„ Dogs or Cats, prussic acid 2 6 

chloroform 10 6 


Except where otherwise stated all above fees plus 
mileage for special visits. 

The fees for several other things, operating on 
Umbilical Hernia, returning Everted Uterus, 


Slinging and use of Slings, and contracts 
were suggested for consideration, but owing to lack of 
time theaiscussion on these was postponed to the next 
meeting. 

New Members : Messrs. P. W. Bloye, Plymouth; 
J. R. Conchie, Minehead ; Percy Matthews, Rackenford ; 
P. A. Stanley, Plymouth, and W. R. Wright, Torquay, 
were unanimously elected. 


Lincolnshire and District Division. 


A meeting was held at the Albion Hotel, Lincoln, on 
Thursday. Oct. 23rd. There were present: Mr. C. W. 
Townsena,Long Stanton, (President); Messrs D. Cooper, 
Saxilby : F. L. Gooch, Stamford : C. Hartley, Lincoln : 
J. H. Poles, Whittlesea; H. C. Taylor, Caistor : G. T. 
Willows, Long Sutton ; E. Porter-Smith, Lincoln; G. 
Lockwood, Peterborough; and T. Hicks, Sleaford, (Hon. 
Sec. and Treas.) 

In the temporary absence of the President at the 
commencement of the meeting, Mr. F. L. Gooch was 
elected Chairman, on the motion of Mr. Porter-Smith, 
seconded by Mr. Poles. 

The minutes of the meeting at Peterborough, in June, 
were signed, on the motion of Mr. Lockwood, seconded 
by Mr. Poles. 

Apologies for non-attendance were received from 
Messrs. A. S. Leese, Stamford: W. W. Grasby, Daventry: 
T. Holmes, Bourne ; T. A. Rudkin, Grantham; ana 
H. H. Truman, March. Mr. Holmes wrote that he 
hoped the younger members would rally to the Associa¬ 
tion, and put all their efforts into its work. 

The Sanitary Congress Report. 

Mr. F. L. Gooch said at the outset that he must 
apologise for his report, because the Congress was held 
such a long time back and so many of the papers, etc., 
had already been published. By the kindness of the 
President of the Section, he was able to procure slides 
illustrating Sir Stewart Stockman’s lecture on “ Rabies.” 
Also those on the table were from a brochure, by Col F. 
Raymond, and showed the parts of an animal which 
should be sent to the Board of Agriculture for diagnosis. 

Mr. Gooch then presented his report:— 

Mr. President, and Gentlemen,—It was my privilege 
to attend the Congress of the Royal Sanitary institute 
as your delegate, and personally I take it as an honour 
to be your representative. Our L.V.M.A. meeting being 
held later than that of several of the other Associations 
you will have seen in the veterinary papers several re¬ 
ports of the Congress, and also verbatim reports of some 
of the papers read at the Veterinary Section of that 
Congress. In my report, therefore, I will try not to re¬ 
peat more than possible what has already been published. 

In the first place I should like to say that having 
attended several Congresses of the R.S.I. as well as 
those of the Institute of Public Health, I consider that 
the time has arrived when we, as a profession, should 
try to attend these congresses in larger numbers, so as 
to make our profession occupy the position it ought iu 
the eyes of some of the leading laymen who take an 
active interest in public health of the country, and M iafr 
a suggestion Bhould emanate from our Council to the 
R.S.I., that at least one member of our profession 
should have a seat on the Council of the R.S.L Anyone 
who was present must have been struck by the develop¬ 
ment of the opinions of some of the “lay ” members of 
the Congress m regard to public health matters. Nearly 
the whole time was taken in the discussion by such men 
as the Chairmen of local Authorities, including some in 
the City of London. They were just as well versed, or 
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more so in some cases, than some of the veterinary 
surgeons present. 

Your representative was able to be present on Wed¬ 
nesday, July 30th, and to attend several of the meetings 
at the different sections of the Congress—those of 
Sanitary Inspectors and Domestic Hygiene. 

Our Veterinary Section did not open nntil 10 a.m.. 
July 31st, when the President, Mr. J. Malcolm. Principal 
Veterinary Snrgeon to the Corporation of the City of 
Birmingham, took the chair and gave ns a very good 
address, a verbatim report of which was published in 
The Veterinary Record . 

From the very commencement of the Congress, the 
President made use of every endeavonr to make his own 
section a success. He was able to be present very early 
in the week, and throughout the whole of the meetings 
of the Veterinary Section he was able to make them 
interesting and instructive, both to the members of the 
profession and to a large number of laymen present. 
This was the best veterinary section in connection with 
any of the congresses that I have been privileged to 
attend, both as regards the number present and the 
interesting papers read and discussed. Not one moment 
of the session was dull, and several of the meetings were 
prolonged on account of the number present wanting to 
take part in the discussion. 

As nearly all the papers have been printed in different 
numbers of The Veterinary Record ', I shall confine my¬ 
self to a few brief notes taken at the time of the dis¬ 
cussion. The first paper was on “ Rabies/’ by Sir 
S. Stockman, of the Board of Agriculture : in the un¬ 
avoidable absence of the essayist, the paper was read by 
the President. Two slides accompanied the paper, ana 
through the kindness of the Professors at the, Laboratory 
of the University, we were able to have the use of half 
the laboratory, and microscopes to view the slides, etc., 
before the discussion opened. 

Your delegate made notes as follows: A month is 
usually the incubative period, but in one case wa9 eight 
weeks. 

2 Virus is filtrable, and one of the largest of the ultra 
visible bodies. 

3 The negri bodies found are not the cause of the in¬ 
fection, out the result of the virus in the nervous tis¬ 
sue. 

4 Dog very often dies three days after disease is recog¬ 
nised. 

5 For diagnosis, the brain must be fresh, or no negri 
bodies will be found. 

6 In the recent outbreak a large number of the cases 
were of the paralytic type. 

7 A dog dies m 24 hours in the paralytic stage. 

8 If a dog is bitten in the paw the disease develops 
slower than when bitten in the head. 

It was interesting to note that the Board said the area 
scheduled as infected was not, in the first instance, 
large enough. The first radius was seven miles from 
the infected place, but this was afterwards increased to 
ten. In Devon and Cornwall they found rabid dogs 
wandering thirty miles from the plajee of infection. So, 
the area was altered again to forty miles. 

The following gentlemen took partin the discussion j 
Prof. Gaiger (opener) J. S. Lloyd, E. Lyne Dizson of 
Margate, Templeton, (Lanark), Prof. Wooldridge, Col. 
Fitzwilliam, Prof. Gofton, J. O. Powley, and others, and 
your delegate proposed the resolution on the subject 
which was seconded by Col. Fitzwilliam. 

“ That in the opinion of this section, a recommendation 
should go to the Council of the Royal;Sanitary Institute 
asking them to forward this resolution to the Board of 
Agriculture, * That the present administration should be 
so altered, that in the interest of the general public, no 
suspicious case of rabies should be shot or in any other 
way destroyed, but that it be kept under detention and 


observation to enable the veterinary officers of the Board 
to arrive at a correct diagnosis as to whether the dog 
was the subject of rabies or not.’ 

This resolution is sent because it is in the vital interest 
of the person bitten that a very early diagnosis be arrived 

The second paper dealt with the “ Utilisation of Con¬ 
demned Meat, etc.,” by Messrs. J. S. Lloyd and J. A. 
Priestly of Sheffield. The discussion was opened, by 
Mr. J. R. Hayhurst of London, and the result of the 
; paper went to prove that with machinery, every particle 
of what would be waste product, can be made useful 
| and with a good financial result to the Corporation. A 
very nice paper on this subject is published in the cur¬ 
rent number of The Record. At the City of Sheffield, 
every part of the waste material is made use of, every 
part having either a manurial or feeding value. They 
keep pigs on waste matter from the slaughter-house. 

! Tne third paper was on the subject of Equine P&ra- 
| sitic Mange, by Prof. Gofton. Discussion was opened 
j by Prof. Wooldridge, others who took part were Messrs. 
Grant, Templeton, Parker, Male, Gaiger, Dixson, Doug- 
| las, Jarvis, Brooks, Gooch, Jackson Young and the 
! President. Prof. Gofton gave us the percentage in the 
number of cases examined amongst army horses, as 
follows : Sarcopt 46*15, Psoropt 4*57 ? Symbiotic *83, De- 
modex 4*52. Forage acari 14*72; Lice 1*71, Ringworm 
1*81. Negative 24*71. 

Tne following items I thought worthy of recalling 

1 Clean the skin with petrol before scraping and 
I after, caustic potash and glycerine to the residue, sul- 
I phide of calcium bath 105 F. 2 Psoropt, confined to the 
horse species ; sarcopt, to man and other animals. 3 
| Arsenical dips are not absorbed by a healthy skin 
| (whether this was proved or not I don’t know). August, 
September, October, showed the lowest number of cases 
ana December, January and February the highest. The 
increase in the winter is due to the want of warmth and 
food. 5 Treat when on the skin, before burrowing takes 
place. 6 Mr. Malcolm has used the spray with good effect 
in the treatment of mange. 

Fourth paper, “ The Position of Veterinary Science in 
the County, m relation to Public Health and Agriculture, 
Dr. Share-Jones. 

Fifth paper, “ The Relation of County and Municipal 
Veterinary Inspectors to the Control of Contagious 
Diseases in Animals, and the fuller development of a 
Wholesome Meat and Milk Supply,” by Hugh Begg, 
(this paper was read by Mr. T. Parker of Newcastle), who 
opened the discussion on both 4 and 5. As these papers 
were similar, the discussion was not begun until both 
papers had been read. Others taking part were Messrs. 
Neale* London; Bashford, Sheffield; Templeton, Willi¬ 
ams Winchester; Parker, and others. In this instance 
nearly all the discussion was carried on by the “ laity ” 
of die conference including some of the chief men from 
the City of London, Deputy Neale and others. 

As a result, the following resolution was passed : 

“That in the interests of Public Health, no satisfactory 
improvement can be expected in the inspection of meat 
unless the Ministry of Health take the necessary steps 
to abolish all private slaughter-houses in Great Britain 
and Ireland : and that unless fully qualified veterinary 
surgeons, well versed in meat inspection, are appointed 
to carry out the efficient inspection of animals, the in¬ 
habitants of this country will continue to consume con¬ 
siderable quantities of diseased, unsound, and unwhole¬ 
some food, and it is urged that ante-mortem and post¬ 
mortem inspections should in all cases be made.” 

It is here well worth noting that the resolution was 
proposed, seconded, and several times supported, on 
their own initiative, by the laity present, all of wuem 
take an active interest as well as a prominent part in 



THE VETERINARY RECORD November 22, 1919 


the public health of the community. Mr. Templeton, 
of Lanark, remarking that the animals should be looked 
after by scientific inspectors, fully qualified, just as 
much as human beings by doctors.. 

I cannot finish this brief report without complimenting 
the Newcastle Corporation and City not only upon the 
splendid arrangements made in connection with the 
routine work of the Congress, but also upon the admir¬ 
able arran gem ?nt made for tne comfort and social en¬ 
joyments of the members. 

The social functions commenced with a trip to Alnwick 
Castle, at the invitation of the Duke of Northumberland, 
and every day something was arranged so that all sec¬ 
tions of the Congress might meet, and, whilst thoroughly 
enjoying themselves, were at tne same time learning 
something new. The Congress dinner was well attended 
and, altogether, your delegate spent a very happy, in¬ 
structive, and interesting congress. 

It was in these social gatherings that we perhaps 
learnt more than at the Congress. You .rub shoulders 
with lay members of the Sanitary Institute, and with 
most of the public officials, including many doctors and 
physicians, and in the conversations that take place 
round the dinner table you are able to learn a great 
deal. It came home to me more and more that we 
must look to our laurels in meat inspection and sanitary 
arrangements if we are to take tne place we should 
occupy. We must show that we are sufficiently trained. 

Mr. Gooch’s paper was received with applause,. 

Mr. Porter-Smith said he might be wrong, but he 
thought the incubative period of rabies was three weeks. 

Mr. Gooch said according to Sir Stewart Stockman 
in different cases the symptoms developed in the follow¬ 
ing times :—24 days, 18, 78 to 82, 65, and Ih months 
(in quarantine). In the case 1 of cows the periods had 
been 22 days, 23, 27, 34, and 84. All were bitten by 
the same dog. The reason for the 84-day case being so 
long was that the cow was probably bitten in the hind 
leg; the others were bitten in the nostrils. 

At this point the President arrived and took the chair. 
He regretted the bad train service prevented him from 
being present to hear the paper. 

Mr. Porter-Smith agreed on what had been read 
about the members undertaking sanitary duties. They 
were qualified to carry out properly any of the duties | 
now done by sanitary inspectors. He would not like to 
say the inspectors did not do them properly, but veteri¬ 
nary surgeons would do them better. Some thought a 
resolution on the subject should go from the meeting, 
but he Was afraid it might spoil the effect of the resolu¬ 
tion sent from the Congress. 

Mr. Poles thought a resolution from each of the Vet¬ 
erinary Societies would add to the Congress one, and be 
beneficial. ' 

Mr. Gooch said no doubt they would like to make 
their presence felt. He believed, however, it should 
come trom their own Council. He suggested they -send 
a resolution asking the Council to take the matter 
through. 

The President said veterinary surgeons were the 
proper men for the work, and their training specially be¬ 
fitted them for this branch of work. Meat inspection 
was being done by laymen, but the sooner the public re¬ 
alised that V.S. were the men to do it, the better. He 
thought a further resolution could do no harm. 

Mr. Poles proposed that such a resolution be sent. 

The Hon. Sec. suggested that Mr. Gooch should draw 
up such a resolution, pointing out that the resolution at 
the Congress should be proposed wholly by the laity. 

Mr. Williams seconded that such a resolution should 
b6 sent to the Council, and the meeting agreed nem. con. 

The Hon. Sec. congratulated Mr. Gooch on his report, 
aril! thanked him, oh behalf of the Association, for going 
to represent them so ably. He did not think anyone 


could have done it better. He proposed a resolution of 
thanks. 

Mr. Porter Smith seconded, and the resolution was 
carried unanimously. 

Mr. Gooch said he was only too glad to have been 
present. He was the gainer, and he wished to impress 
on all the benefit of going to such gatherings. He had 
never been to a Congress or any Veterinary gathering 
without learning something, even at little gatherings 
like theirs. At the little informal gatherings many 
things came out which never would at other scientific 
ones. It was only by attending such meetings that they 
kept in touch with the profession. Some of the older 
ones like himself, who passed through College many 
years ago could not keep in touch with modern science 
without those meetings. 

The Benevolent Fond. 

The Hon. Sec. said he had a letter in regard to the 
Benevolent fund, asking him to bring it before the mem¬ 
bers, and if they would be subscribers to the fund. 

Mr. Hicks added that the Association subscribed 
two guineas annually to the fund, and it was open to 
them to nominate a member of the Council. 

The Chairman asked if a member was on it, 

Mr. Gooch said he was a member, one of the Council, 
and elected by the Council itself. He could assure them 
they could not support a more worthy cause. Some of 
the cases which rame before them were heart-rending, 
and the large bequests they had received lately, after 
all did not go very far. They had before them 15 new 
claims, and every one should be supported. They gave 
no more than 12/- per week, to any individual case, it 
was not much. Two widows from Lincolnshire were 
receiving help. 

The President said there was no doubt the fund 
was greatly required. He suggested they might be able 
to give more than two guineas. Could they have another 
member to represent them as well as Mr. Gooch. 

Mr. Gooch said he should like another to be on. They 
did not want the whole affair to be just round London, 
they wanted men from the country too. They wanted 
men who knew the <( cases ” and could recommend them. 
He proposed that the President for the time being be 
elected a member of the Council. 

Mr. Cooper seconded, and the resolution was carried. 

The Chairman thanked the members for electing 
him to represent the Society. As a member of the 
Council of the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund, he 
would be glad to assist applicants in any way he could. 

Mr. Lockwood said he thought they should do what 
they could to help the fund, and if possible increase 
their subscription. It was no use having a reserve. He 
suggested a subscription of three guineas instead of two, 
if the funds would stand it 

Mr. Cooper said individual members did the most If 
every member would make up his mind to send a guinea 
that would be the best way. 

Mr. Gooch said he wished he could prevail on all to 
take that view. He suggested that there should be a 
box in their surgery or office, as he had. He brought his 
box with him at the meetings and got several pounds in 
it. 

Mr. Lockwood asked as to the position of the Man- 
cheater Benevolent and Defence Association. 

Mr. Gooch said efforts had been made to bring about 
amalgamation without success. The Mutual Defence 
Fund was the oldest established, and one of which he was 
a member, it gave financial assistance on legal matters. 

It was agreed to increase the subscriptiou from two to 
three guineas. 

Mr. Gooch : I hope Mr. Cooper’s suggestion will be 
thought of 
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Consultative Councils of Ministry of Health . The 
Hon. Sec. said he had a letter from Mr. Brittlebank 
suggesting that we pass a resolution asking for the ap¬ 
pointment, by the Ministry, of a member of the R.C.V.S. 
on every Consultative Council. The letter came just 
after the June meeting of the Association, so could not 
be dealt with before. 

Mr. Gooch said the Ministry would not put anyone 
on their Committees. The profession had asked for it, 
and the National had asked without success. They ad¬ 
mitted the necessity of veterinaiy advice but would not 
allQw veterinary surgeons to sit on the Consultative 
Councils. The National were going to consider the mat¬ 
ter at their meeting. 

The Hon. Sec. said they had never pushed the matter. 
The Association would do more if members would 
attend and force things. At one time they were holding 
meetings with only the President and one other member 
present. 

No resolution was passed on the subject. 

The Reqister. On the proposition of the President, 
seconded by Mr. Willows, it was agreed that the Hon. 
Sec. purchase a copy of the Register every year. 

Professional Fees. 

The meeting then proceeded to resume discussion on 
the proposal to have a scale of professional fees, raised 
at the last meeting. 

Mr. Porter-Smith said he thought the Lindsey 
County Council, whose fees were low, would increase 
them if the proposal came from a Society or Association. 

Mr. Hartley said he had a letter from Mr. J. S. S. 
Woodrow, M.R.c.v.s., who was an inspector for the 
Lindsey County Council, and for the West Riding 
County Council. He said all would agree that fees were 
too low, and that if veterinary surgeons were united the 
matter could be improved. He also suggested a meeting 
of veterinary inspectors to form a joint committee to 
arrange tbe matter. He enclosed a list of fees paid in 
the West Riding, as under 

For each visit and inspection £110 

For second and every other visit on any one 

day, if on the same round as the first 10 6 

If not on the same round 110 

For inspections (including parasitic mange] 10 6 

For post-mortem or microscopical examinations 110 
Mileage in all cases, 74d. per mile each way (or Is. 3d. 
per mile one way) from veterinary inspector’s house. 

Mr. Woodrow (Mr. Hartley continued) wanted him to 
get the Lindsey inspectors to strike for that scale. He 
would like to know the opinion of the meeting as to the 
scale. 

The President said the question was very important. 
They must get the fees increased. For ordinary work, 
he did not see how they could get a uniform scale, 
charges must vary according to the nature of each 
district. In one place they might have good class people, 
and in another all farmers. The fees paid by Insurance 
Companies, County Councils, and the Board of Agri¬ 
culture, were the ones that should be increased. He 
thought it was up to every veterinary society to pass 
resolutions on the subject. These should come before 
the National, and they could then submit the matter to 
the Board of Agriculture and the County Councils, and 
say “ these are the fees that are considered fair by the 
National Association ” ; Will you agree to them ” 1 

Mr. Poles agreed to let the difficulty of fixing one 
scale of private fees, but thought they should fix a 
minimum, so that members should not undercut. 

• The President said he had received from the Western 
Ounties Association a form which they asked members 
(ti (HI in, showing the fees considered fair for different 
dni/es. The replies weje then averaged, and these figures 


submitted as the proposed scale. The items to be filled 
in in each case covered : Present fees, and suggested 
fees ; under the different headings of “ Private dients ” 
and “ Farmers.” 

Mr. Gooch said the matter had been left in abeyance 
for a time. If the Anaesthetics Bill passed, the whole 
of the fees for operations would have to be revised. The 
fees of the County Councils and the Board of Agriculture 
had been before the National. The Board were willing 
to increase them, and the matter would come before the 
National next week, or at the following meeting. 

Mr. Porter-Smith said it ought to be possible for 
the Council to say that if the whole of the local in¬ 
spectors refused to accept fees, no one else should be 
allowed to do the work. They could not make terms 
because they thought someone else would do the job. 

The President said he hoped they were going to keep 
aloof from Trade Unionism ; but unless something was 
done, he did not see how they could help themselves. 

Mr. Gooch said the trouble was that on one side of 
tbe border a man was treated well, and on the other j ust 
as badly. Kesteven was as bad as Lindsey. In Rutland, 
the County Council asked their inspectors to draw up a 
scale, and they accepted the scale drawn up. They re¬ 
ceived better fees in Rutland than they received in 
Kesteven. 

After some further conversation and exchange of 
personal experiences, Mr. Hartley proposed that the 
West Riding scale be adopted. Mr. Cooper seconded. 

Mr. Gooch said it should go to the two Nationals— 
The National Veterinary Inspectors’ Association as well 
as their own. 

The resolution was carried, and Mr. Gooch said he 
would submit the matter to the National, if possible. 

The question of fees paid for insurance worTk was also 
brought forward. 

Mr. Gooch said there was some amalgamation going 
on, and he thought fees would be revised. 

The President : I think the question of insurance 
fees is being taken up the National and the Live Stock 
Associations. 

No resolution was brought forward on this subject, 
and the meeting adjourned for tea. 

PRECAUTIONS AS TO MEAT SUPPLY. 

To the Editor of 11 The Veterinai'y Record” 

Sir,—I am sending you herewith a cutting from Thr 
Times of to-day which speaks for itself. But as a V.S. 
of long standing I should like to know where the M.O. 
and other officials mentioned have gained the requisite 
knowledge to enable them to detect signs of foot-and- 
mouth disease in the meat or offal which they are sup¬ 
posed to examine.—Yours truly, 

Stockton-on-Tees, William Awde, 

17th Nov. Major R.A.V.C., retired. 

“ The Ministry of Health in a circular to local authori¬ 
ties with regard to recent outbreaks of foot-and-mouth 
disease states 

“ It is desirable that specially strict supervision should 
be exercised over the meat supply with a view to detec¬ 
tion of meat or offal showing signs of the disease, and 
Dr. Addison is anxious to enlist the co-operation of 
sanitary authorities and their officials for this purpose. 
He will, accordingly, be glad if the local authority will 
instruct their medical officers of health, sanitary inspec¬ 
tors, inspectors of nuisances, and assistant officers under 
the Food Regulations to exercise the strictest vigilance 
in the supervision of abattoirs and slaughter-houses and 
places where meat is deposited, prepared or exposed for 
sale, and of imported meats.” 
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Sir, 

The enclosed catting taken from to-day’s Daily Tele 
qragh is in my opinion an insult to the veterinary pro 
tession. I don’t expect it will affect me, but it is degra 
ding to the younger members. How can young men of 
education be expected to enter any of the Colleges, or 
those who are qualified be expected to voluntarily sub¬ 
scribe to the finances of the R.C.V.S. ? What is Sir S. 
Stockman, Sir J. M‘Fadyean, Mr. Garnett, Mr. McKinna, 
and the Parliamentary Committee doing ( Surely it is 
the duty of someone to intervene ana see that such 
a state of things should not be allowed to continue. 

Yours truly, 

Nov. 17th. Seventy five. 


N.A.V.I. 

Sir,—If an example were necessary to support the 
letter signed by Mr. W. T. Olver the following might be 
given. As is known, most Municipal officials have had 
their salaries raised to meet the increased cost of living ; 
the M.O.H. of a certain town was only granted an in¬ 
crease of £50 per annum, for nominal extra duties. 

The Association of M.O.H. communicated with that 
particular authority And pointed out that the salary was 
totally inadequate, and unless they could see their way 
to increase the salary of the M.O.H. to a certain figure— 
which meant £150 per annum—they would advise the 
said M.O.H. to resign. Result—Granted. 

Take the case of the Veterinary Inspector (wholetime) 
to the same authority. He held a commission during 
the war, and had to return to his pre-war salary of £250 
per annum, pending approval for an increase ! Who has 
the latter to support his case if he is not granted suffic¬ 
ient increase 1 

The N.A.V.I. can only flourish by results.—Yours 
faithfully, 

Nov. 17,1919. “Observer.” 


THE ROYAL PROCLAMATION. 

Sir,—With reference to above, could a great deal not 
be accomplished by the Board of Agriculture in forming 
a re-distribution of Local Authority appointments, 
whereby returned veterinary officers might come into a 
little more of what they left behind on mobilisation 1 
The stay-at-homes had all the plums, in the majority 
of cases, during the war. To those patriotic practitioners 
who have come back to find their practices eaten into, 
what a help it would be to have the Local Authority 
appointment for their district 
There are as good men returned from service as those 
who stayed at home, and it would be an act of courtesy 
on the part of the Veterinary Department in Whitehall 
if they would consider the demobilised officers and so 
come in with the Royal Proclamation, which has been 
so much talked about.—Yours etc., 

Nov. 15. “ Discharged.” 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 

Extracts from London Gazette 

Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

War Offior, Whitehall, Nov. 5. 

Maj. A. F. Deacon to be temp. Lt-Col. whilst holding 
the appt. of D.D.V.S. (May 14). 

Nov. 6. 

Capt. T. Bone, o.b.e., retires, receiving a gratuity 
(Nov. 7), and is granted the rank of Maj. 

The follg. Majs. relinquish actg. rank of Lt.-Col: Bt. 
Lt -Col.T. E. Burridge,on ceasing to comd.aVec.Hosp. 


(April 15) ; B. L. Lake, D.S.O., on ceasing to hold the 
appt. of A.D.V.S. (Oct 6). 

Capt. E. Hearne, o:b.e , relinquishes actg. rank of M^j. 
(Aug. 9). 

Nov. 7. 

Temp. Capt. G. D. Norman relinquishes the temp, rank 
of Mai. (April 21). 

Temp. Capt. G. D. Norman to be actg. M%j. whilst hold¬ 
ing the appt. of D.A.D.V.S. (from Aug. 26 to Sept. 30). 

Major (actg. Lt.-Col.) E. M. Perry, c.b.e , T.D., F.R.C.V.S., 
relinquishes the actg. rank of Lt.-Col. (April 2) (sub¬ 
stituted for that which appeared in the Gazette of 
J uly 26). 

The announcement regarding Capt. J. H. Wright, o.b.e., 
which appeared in Gazette of May 12 is cancelled. 

Mai. R. L. Green relinquishes his commn. on acct. of 
ill-health contracted on active service (Nov. 8), and 
retains rank of M%j., with permission to wear the pre 
scribed uniform. 

Nov. 12. 

Maj. H. Gamble, O.B.E., relinquishes the actg. rank of 
Lt.-Col. on ceasing to hold the appt. of A.D.V.S. 
(April 27). 

Capt. B. R. Body to be actg. Maj. whilst holding the 
appt. of D. A.D.V.S. (Aug. 25). 

Nov. 11. 

Temp. Maj. J. W. F. Brittlebank, c.m.g., relinquishes 
the actg. rank of Lt-Col. on ceasing to hold the appt. 
of A.lLV.8. (Sept. 12). 

Temp Maj. W. G. Barnes, m.c. (Capt. r,a.v.c. (t.f.), re¬ 
linquishes his temp, commn. on completion of service 
(July 13). 

Capt and Bt. Mai. A. A. Pryer, d.s.o., relinquishes the 
actg. rank of Maj. on ceasing to hold the appt. of 
D.A.D.V.S. (Aug. 12). 

Nov. 14. 

Maj. A. J. Dalgleish retires on ret. pay (Nov. 15). 

The following relinquish the temp, rank of Col. on 
ceasing to hold thfe appt of D.D.V.S. Maj. W. A- 
Pallin, c.b.e., d.s.o., f.r.c.v.s. (May 1); Lt-Col. F. W. 
Wilson, C.M.G., f.r.c.v.8. (Aug. 10). 

To be acting Cols, whilst holding the appt. of 
D.D.V.S.Maj. W. A. Pallin, c.b.e., d.s.o., f.r.c.v.8. 
(June 17).; Lt.-Col. F. W. Wilson, c.m.g., f.r.c.v.8. 
(Sept. 5). 

Capt. and Bt. Maj. G. Williamson relinquishes the actg. 
rank of Miy. on ceasing to hold the appt. of D.A.D.VJS. 
(April 30). 

.Capt. and Bt. M^j. G. Williamson to be act. Maj. while 
holding the appt. of D.A.D.V.S., from Aug. 12 to 17. 

The follg. temp. non. Lts. relinquish their commas, on 
completion of service H. A. Crowe, o.b.e. (May i), 
and is granted the rank of Maj,; L. Linzell (Aug. 16), 
and retains the hon. rank of Lt. 

Nov. 18. 

Capt J. J. Dunlop, m.c., Spec. Res., relinquishes the actg. 
rank of M^j. on ceasing to hold the appt of D.A.D.V.S. 
(April 29). 

Territorial Force Reserve. 

Capt. H. E. Powell, d.s.o., from the ra.v.c., to be Maj. 
(Nov. 8). 

Special Reserve of Officers. 

(Reserve Units). 

* * v- * 

Lt. H. C. Driver to be Capt. (Jan. 16). 


OBITUARY. 

Clement Baxter, Capt. R.A.V.C. (t.f.), Christchurch, 
Hants. 

Graduated Ediu : May. 1692. 
Mr. Bfcxter died suddenly, at Ivydene, Christchurch, 
on 13th November. Aged 50. 
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ABOUT FOOT-AND-MOUTH. 

Sir,—Enclosed cutting from Daily Mail. In South 
America restriction of movement is carried out, but not 
wholesale slaughter. The treatment is copper sulphate 
baths for the foot lesions, and the use of an ointment of 
boric acid, alum and myrrh for the mouth and udder 
lesions. I have never known an outbreak last any con¬ 
siderable time, and the loss of condition in the affected 
animals is not so great as one would expect, unless fol¬ 
lowing very bad lesions and consequent pain in the foot. 

Charlton Kings, Cheltenham. “ F.R.c.v.s.” 

20th Nov. 

* Burn Them ’ Cattle Cure. 

Board of Agriculture's Blank Stare at Progress. 

The outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease among Eng¬ 
lish cattle coincides with an astonishing number of claims 
to be able both to prevent and cure the disease, which, 
by the way, is seldom fatal. 

Some Italian men of science are confident that they 
have discovered cures ; and a number of practical cat¬ 
tlemen from across the Atlantic believe that the disease 
comes from unnatural conditions which can be corrected. 

Our own Board of Agriculture plumps for one remedy 
and one only ; that is, to burn all suspected beasts, as 
well as those near them. It may be the best policy. 
We have less disease in Eogland than in any country in 
the world. So, though they have received several score 
of alleged claims in the office, the present policy is an 
absolute refusal to investigate any one of them. The 
result is that scientific investigation is at a standstill; 
an! no progress is possible. 

Any practical body presiding over agriculture should 
at the least spend a proportion of its energy on experi¬ 
ments in animal diseases. The virus of this disease is 
as yet undiscovered. The problem does not, on paper, 
present any peculiar difficulties, except the refusal to be 
allowed to investigate. 


Concerning Vets. 

Once more the agricultural public have been treated 
to illustrations of doctors differing. Once more mis¬ 
givings are being created as to the propriety of placing 
such tremendous powers in the hands of members of 
one profession as are claimed for the veterinary profes¬ 
sion in the Horse Breeding Act, 1918. The illustration 
is afforded in the evidence led regarding tuberculous 
meat in cold storage in Glasgow. Leading members of 
the veterinary profession have distinguished themselves 
by flatly contradicting one another—not so much in re¬ 
spect of any theory as to the safety with which meat 
only partially affected with tuberculosis may be safely 
used as human food—as in respect of the fact that the 
meat in question was so affected. As we understand 
the business, the Town Council of Hamilton are in pos¬ 
session of apparatus for sterilising meat. Scientific 
opinion appears to haiye reached a fair measure of una¬ 
nimity that tuberculous meat under certain conditions 
when sterilised may be safely used as human food. A 
quantity of'such meat in cold storage in Glasgow, against 
a possible war famines, was sold by the Food Commis¬ 
sioner to the Hamilton authorities to be sterilised and 
used as food. The question arose in Court as to whether 
this course was lawfnl or whether the meat should not 
have been seized and destroyed as unfit for human con¬ 
sumption. How the question of fact came in we do not 
know, but the newspapers of Saturday, 8th inst., con¬ 
tained interesting reading on that subject 
Mr. Arthur Gofton t Chief Veterinary Inspector for 
the Corporation of Edinburgh, testified that the samples 


submitted to him were unfit for human food. They 
would be dangerous if so used. Prof. Robert Muir, 
Glasgow University, said the samples which he exam¬ 
ined were unsound. Prof. Gaiger, of the Glasgow Vet¬ 
erinary College, said eight portions of the meat exam¬ 
ined by him were infected with tuberculosis. He did, 
not consider such meat fit for human food, even if trea- J 
ted so as to be completely innocuous, because of the 
fact that it contained dead bacilli. On the other side 
came Sir John M‘Fadyean. He testified that as a result 
of the examination made by him he had been unable to 
detect any evidence of tuberculosis, or any evidence of 
unsoundness of any kind. In his opinion there was 
nothing to justify anyone condemning the meat as un¬ 
sound. It would be very wrong to destroy it. 

Here we have Gofton and Gaiger agreed that the 
meat was tuberculous, and M'Fadyean, as reported, 
emphatic that it was not. A few years ago there arose 
the famous Dumfries horse case. It involved the 
question, Whether a Clydesdale filly was affected with 
ringbone ? What would be called a full bench of vets, 
swore that in their judgment the filly was so affected ; a 
bench equally strong, swore the contrary. The filly has 
since grown into a brood mare. She has been sold at 
public auction more than once, and guaranteed sound. 
The most recent occasion was at Lanark sales in 
October. The men at the head of the veterinary pro- 
Cession differ as to whether a Clydesdale filly has ring¬ 
bone ; they differ as to whether meat in cold storage is 
affected with tuberculosis or not: on what grounds can 
aprofession whose heads are not agreed in their diagnosis 
of such diseases as ringbone and tuberculosis be entrusted 
with the making or the marring of the reputation of en¬ 
tire horses, costing each anywhere from £500 up to 
£5000? Yet this is to be the law in Great Britain and 
Ireland in the year 1920 and thereafter. The proposal 
is wholly unjustifiable, and a remedy for its possible 
abuse must be sought for. In our opinion that remedy 
iB to be found in so strengthening the regulations for 
the administration of the Horse Breeding Act, as that 
the final Court of Appeal will not be a bench of vets., 
but a bench of breeders who will decide on the evidence 
submitted by the veterinary surgeons.— The Scot fish 
Farmer. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge-the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 

Fewings, A. B., Board of Agriculture £1 l 0 
Jones, L. L., Llanfyllin 110 

Kirk, W., London, W. I (2nd subscription) 2 2 o 
Latta, J., Ulveraton 1 1 0 

Lennox, A., Crowland, Lines., 1918/19 2 2 0 

Reid, M. H., Nyeri, B.E.A. l 0 o 

Stewart, Q. A., Cumnock, Ayrshire 110 

Wilson, A. G. Berkhamsted 1 1 o 

Previously acknowledged £990 11 10 
Nov. i2 t m9. ; 

Branford, R., Hissar, Punjab £1 1 o 

Hill, F. M., Ladysmith, Natal, S.A., 

1915 to 1919 5 5 0 

Jones, S. W., Luton 1 l o 

Reekie, W. W.£ London, W. 1. I 1 o 

Sinton, W. L., ’ Rostrevor, Co. Down, 

1917 to 1919 3 3 0 

Thompson, P, R., North'ptoo, 1915 to 1919 5 0 0 

Not. 19 t 1919. £1017 11 10 




24 * 


THE VETERINARY RECORD November 22 , 1919 


The “ Sweet Bloom M filly case. 

During the years 1911 and 1912 there was a notable 
litigation in wihich Mr. John Pollock, then of L&ngaide, 
Glasgow, was involved, and which in the end coet him 
something over £500 in expenses. Mr. Pollock sold the 
Clydesdale filly Sweet Bloom (33118) to Mr. Berwick, 
Dumfries, for £100. It was afterwards contended by 
Mr. Berwick that the filly was not conform to warranty 
in that she had ringbone, and he declined to pay over 
the money. An action was raised in the local Courts, 
and eventually it came before the First Division of the 
Court of Sessions when Mr. Pollock lost. Some of the 
most noted veterinary surgeons of the time gave evidence, 
but their testimonies were most conflicting. On one 
hand a party of veterinary experts, including the late 
Principal Dewar, f.r.c.v.8., maintained that the filly 
had ringbone, and another party including the late 
Principal M‘Call, and Mr. Andrew Robb, f.r.c.v.8., were 
of opinion that the filly had no ringbones. The filly, 
which stood at livery, was then sold by auction on a 
Sheriff a warrant for £70. 

Now, however, we have further proof in the case. 
Last week at Lanark, No. 1304, in the sale held by 
Messrs. Lawrie and Symington, Ltd., was the same 
Sweet Bloom (33118), and after an interval of fully seven 
years, the late Principal M‘Call, Mr. Robb, and those 
who agreed with them have been justified, for the mare 


was sold for £90 as a good worker in all farm work, and 
' warranted sound. Mr. Pollock must feel satisfied that 
even at this late date, his case has been proved in all iU 
l fullness, and that the late Principal M*Call has been 
justified in his opinion.— Farming News. 


The same issue of the The Scottish Farmer which 
contains the column, “ concerning vets." (which appears, 
and is commented upon on other pages of this issue) 
contains also the following letter 

“ The sale at Lanark neither proves nor disproves any 
point that was raised at the time of litigation, and I see 
no reason for your statement that the mare is now 
sound. The mare was certainly warranted sound in the 
oatologue, but is £90 a sound pricefor a nine-year-old 
mare by Hiawatha? I think not. It is well known 
that many animals are warranted sound at all horse sales, 
but when it comes to expert examination how many of 
them pass the test ? I wonder if the mare was exam¬ 
ined at Lanark, and if so, by whom ? I would suggest 
that the head veterinary surgeon appointed under the 
Board of Agriculture's new rules for stallions, be asked 
to examine the mare, add his certificate published in the 
agricultural papers.”—Yours, etc., 

11th Nov. Clydesdale Admirer. 
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Questions in Country Practice. 

Recently we have had a distinct increase in clini¬ 
cal contributions, and last week it was especially 
evident. Along with a considerable variety of re¬ 
corded cases, two questions were raised to which 
country practitioners might well pay more attention 
than they seem inclined to do. One is the suit¬ 
ability of magnesium sulphate as a purge for cattle; 
the other is bracken poisoning. 

The former is much the more important, on ac¬ 
count of its wide application in cattle practice. Mr. 
Davis, who raised it, has previously drawn attention 
to it, but with little apparent effect in arousing the 
interest of members. It is probable that not a few 
oountry practitioners are more or less in agreement 
with Mr. Davis; but so far only two have said so; one 
of these is held over this week, owing to the space 
occupied by the two lengthy reports of meetings 
which we publish. On the other hand, there must 
be some to whom Mr. Davis’ view seems dangerous 
heresy, but none of these have yet come forward to 
say so. Considering the great frequence of digestive 
troubles in cattle practice, the question of whether 
the most commonly used of all bovine purgatives is 
the best might surely have been expected to interest 
more men. One is tempted to wonder whether the 
profession will ever awaken to the necessity of dis¬ 
missing it or any other subject of everyday practical 
importance. 

Bracken poisoning is a far narrower subject; 
but it is important as being still one of the mysteries 
of cattle practice. It was definitely recognised and 
described in this country less than thirty years ago, 
and little has been done to elucidate its obscurities. 
We areas far as ever from determining why bracken, 
which certainly is often not toxic at all, should be 
seriously so at times; and the differential diagnosis 
of bracken poisoning is still extremely difficult. 
Mr. Brown's cases, recorded a month ago, were not 
conclusively bracken poisoning, and he did not claim 
them as being so ; but Capt. Maguire last week, in 
advancing an undeniably plausible alternative ex¬ 
planation, was perhaps a little too positive. We 
hardly know enough of the subject to assess its im¬ 
portance exactly, but it certainly deserves attention 
from country practitioners. 

Whenever a few members at about the same time 
record a case or two, interesting problems are 
brought out. The one trouble is that members re- 
oord oases so spasmodically, and are so slow to fol¬ 
low up the questions that are opened. 


Forecasts. 

To those of our readers who give thought to the 
advancement and the future of the profession, we 
commend several portions of the long reports which 
occupy most of our pages this week. In the report 
of the Scottish Metropolitan is a list of replies from 
influential men to a circular letter on the Board of 
Health Act (Scotland) which demonstrates the 
value of the direct appeal to representatives that 
is so necessary for a small and scattered group of 
professional men. 

In the report of the Central dinner there is first 
the remarks of Sir John Bland Sutton—an outside 
view by one who understands, which even, after 
discounting for the occasion, leaves a large balance 
of substantiated fact. Then there are other outside 
remarks by one of our own men, Col. John A. Gilruth, 
who has been for years out of immediate touch with 
home affairs; and others by Major C. G. Saunders 
who speaks as a Colonial, with an outlook for the 
future. Taken together, these give grounds for 
satisfaction with recent achievments, and evidence 
of the necessity for continuing our efforts with an 
ever widening horizon. 


Election of Council R.C.V.S. 

Voting Papers for the election of Council which takes 
place at the Annual General Meeting June 1st, 1920, 
will be issued on or about January 1st to Members 
resident in the Colonies and abroad. Nominations of 
Members for election should therefore be sent to the 
Secretary early in December in order to be included in 
the Foreign Voting Papers. The retiring Members are 
Sir John M‘Fadyean, Messrs. F. W. Garnett, R. C. 
Trigger, W. Packman, J. Clarkson, Dr. J. T. Share- 
Jones, Maj.-Gen. H. Thomson, Capt. W. Burt. 


VENTRAL HERNIA. 

Mr. W. Gardner asks, in last week’s Veterinary 
Record , to hear the views of some of our leading 
practitioners who have had experience with similar 
cases to the one he quotes. I cannot claim to be 
one of the leading practitioners, but as a small 
oountry practitioner I have met with several oases 
during the last twenty or thirty years. 

Enclosed is a photo of one of them, a Suffolk cart 
mare, she foaled without any difficulty and suckled 
the foal, which, however, did not thrive very fast 
being a stifled one, probably due to debility ; both 
stifle joints were affected. This mare was no use 
for work afterwards, and of course no more use for 
breeding, consequently, with the permission of the 
Insurance Co., was destroyed. 

I have had other oases ; some dying shortly after 
foaling, and one or two recoveries. I always give a 
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full dose of physio and remove foal as early as pos¬ 
sible, so as to reduce weight and tension. I have 
used a compress, but I don’t think with any good 
effeot. All oases have been in mares with tails set 
high—note the one in photo, also the one illustra- 

(Illustration p. 256). 

ted last week. Conformation therefore seems to be 
the predisposing cause. I was never able to looate 
the hernial opening in any of my cases, and in those 
that recovered 1 presume no omentum or intestine 
had escaped from the abdominal cavity. 

The first symptoms have been a swelling on one 
side of the mare’s udder, which by the next day in¬ 
creases enormously,extending all along the abdomen. 

I would like to mention that I had a case this 
year of hernia of the womb with esoape of fully de¬ 
veloped foetus into the abdominal cavity of the 
mare. This subject was also a Suffolk cart mare, 
and is the only case of the kind I have ever met 
with. No attempt was made to deliver by Caesan 
an operation, and after a lapse of three day permis 
sion was obtained from the Insurance Co. to have 
her killed. 

April 5th when called to see mare nothing exoept 
a portion of foetal membranes was to be found in 
uterus. Mare's temperature was normal, 100 P. 
and the foal was seen to kick, but could not be 
reached when examined per vaginam. 

April 6th, 10 a.m., temperature 104 F. 7 p.m 
106*5. 

April 7th mare was killed. Post-mortem, foal 
dead and emphysematous, the rupture of womb was 
three feet in length. Extravasation of blood in re¬ 
gion of kidneys; there was not so much evidence of 
peritonitis as I expected to see. 

If the mare had not been insured I should have 
attempted to perform Caesarian operation ; not with 
muoh hope of success, but the normal temperature 
rather tempted me to operate. However, I thought 
it best for owner to consult the Insurance Co. first, 
and as usual there was some delay; of course, up 
went the temperature in the meantime. 
Pramlingham, Chas. C. Nesling, m.b.c.v.b. 


NATIONAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

Scottish Metropolitan Division. 


BRACKEN POISONING AND 
HAEMORRHAGIC SEPTICAEMIA. 

It would be interesting to hear some further de 
tails of how Capt. Maguire and the late Prof. Mettam 
arrived at the conclusion that the so-called bracken 
poisoning is nothing more or less than haemorrhagic 
septioaemia. 

One may presume that by haemorrhagic septi 
oaemia Capt. Maguire means the 'well-known dis 
ease on the Continent termed in Italy Barhone 
and well-known in India under the term haemor 
rhagic septicaemia. 

Certainly the lesions of bracken poisoning bear 
little or no resemblance to haemorrhagic septicssmia 
as seen in other countries. 

It is a question whether or not true haemorrhagic 
septioaemia exists in the British Isles, hence this 
note of enquiry. 

S. H. Gaigbr, r.R.c.v.s. 


A general meeting was held in the Royal (Dick) Vet¬ 
erinary College, Edinburgh, on 15th October, 1919. 

Members present were Maj. A. Baird, Edinburgh ; 
Prof. J. R. U. Dewar , Messrs. Inglis, Forfar ; John 
Cameron, Berwick-on-Tweed ; D. McFarlaue, Doune ; 
John Taylor, Dr. O. C. Bradley, Prof. Linton, A. 
Gofton, and J. Henderson, Edinburgh ; W. W. Peggie, 
Biggar j Peter Wilson, Lanark. 

Visitors, Profs. Greig and Mitchell,Edinburffh ; Col. 
J. J. Aitken, c.m.g., d.s.o., Mr. D. McWhirter. An apolo¬ 
gy for absence was received from Mr. James Matheson, 
Musselburgh. 

The chair was occupied by Mr. A. Gofton, f.r.c.v.8., 
as senior Vice-President. The chairman in opening the 
proceedings said that since last meeting the Society had 
unfortunately suffered the loss by death of its President, 
Mr. John Riddoch. The Secretary had written to Mr. 
Riddoch’s son expressing the respect and esteem with 
which his father had been held by the members of the 
Society, their appreciation of his services on the Council 
and in the chair, and their sympathy with his son in his 
bereavement. He wished to move that an appreciation 
of Mr. Riddoch’s services to the Society and an expres¬ 
sion of the loss it had sustained by his death be recorded 
in the minutes. This was agreed to. 

Minutes of last general meeting were read and ap¬ 
proved. 

The Chairman said he had attended the Newcastle 
Congress of the Royal Sanitary Institute. He wished 
to express the pleasure he had experienced in attending 
the Congress and to thank the Society for appointing 
him as their representative. The Veterinary section of 
the Congress in which they were more particularly inter¬ 
ested had proved a most successful gathering. The 
papers which had been submitted had already been 
published in the Veterinary press, and it would be almost 
superfluous now to speak of them. They had been pro¬ 
ductive of useful discussions At the close of the meet¬ 
ings a resolution proposed and seconded by delegates 
representing London and Sheffield was submitted, asking 
that steps should be taken to abolish private slaughter¬ 
houses and to substitute for them municipal abattoirs 
staffed by fully qualified inspectors, as the only means 
of protecting the public against the consumption of un¬ 
sound and diseased animal food-stuffs. Tne resolution 
was carried unanimously by the delegates present at the 
Veterinary section of the Congress, and was ordered to 
be forwarded to the Council of the Royal Sanitary Insti¬ 
tute with a view to action. 


Scottish Board op Health Act. 

A copy of the formal resolution suggesting the appoint¬ 
ment of a V.S. on Consultative Councils had been sent 
to all members. (This resolution has appeared several 
times in our pages.] 

I have received nine replies from Members of Parlia¬ 
ment and important State officials. 

From the right hon. R. Munro, M.P., for Roxburgh 
and Selkirk, Secretary for Scotland, I have received a 
formal reply, but the letter was forwarded to the Scot¬ 
tish Board of Health, 125 George Street, Edinburgh, and 
the operative part of their letter is as follows :— M I am 
directed to inform you that the request for the represen¬ 
tation of veterinary surgeons on Consultative Councils 
is receiving due consideration.” 

Mr. Price, m.p. for Edinburgh expresses thanks for 
the letter and promises his best attention on behalf of 
the resolution. 
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Mr. Wm. Graham, m.p. for Edinburgh (Central) 
writes “I have to thank you for your letter of the 
28th inst., with copy of resolution of the N.V.M.A. I 
consider it an exceedingly reasonable request which you 
are making, and I shall have pleasure in mentioning it 
to the Parliamentary members engaged with the Scot¬ 
tish Board of Health, and urging that the proposal made 
should be favourably entertained. Meanwhile I am 
grateful for your letter letting me have a copy of this 
resolution indicating the views of the members of your 
Association/’ 

Gapt. Wedgwood Benn, m.p. for Leith writes “ I 
shall gladly give the matter my attention.” 

Hon. A. C. Murray, m p. for Kincardine and Western 
Burghs writes :—“ It is a pleasure for me to support the 
terms of the resolution and I have addressed a question 
to the Secretary for Scotland on the subject.” This let¬ 
ter was received through Prof. Dewar. 

Col. Sir A. Spratt, m.p. for East Fife writes:—“ I have 
presented a question on the subject to the Secretary for 
Scotland.” This letter was received through Mr. W. 
Anderson, Pittenweem. 

Capt. W. T. Shaw, m.p. for Forfarshire writes :—“I 
shall do what I can to impress upon Mr. Pratt the neces¬ 
sity of acting upon the suggestion put forward by the 
National Veterinary Medical Association.” ThiR letter 
was received from Mr. Peddie. 

Mr. J. M. Hogge, m.p. for East Edinburgh and Sir 
Donald McLean, m.p., Peebles and Southern Districts 
both sent purely formal acknowledgements of the re¬ 
ceipt of our letter. 

Nomination of new members. Mr, James Matheson, 
m.r.c.8., Musselburgh. Proposed by Mr. A. Gofton, 
seconded by Dr. Bradley. 

Profs. J. R. Gbeig, and W. M. Mitchell. Proposed 
by Dr. Bradley, seconded by Mr. A. Gofton. 

Mr. Thomas Dalling, m.r.c.v.s., East Linton. Pro¬ 
posed by Mr. Peggie, seconded by Dr. Bradley. 

ANAESTHESIA OF ANIMALS. 

By Mr. J ames Peddie, f.r.c.v.s. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen, when invited by your 
Secretary to read a paper on the subject of Anaesthesia 
of Animals at this meeting of the Scottish Metropolitan 
V.M.A., I decided to accept, as I know Mr. Henderson 
has at times experienced some difficulty in finding 
essayists. 

It will, I think, be admitted that the men who have 
the greatest knowledge of anaesthetics are the busiest 
practitioners. X have some sympathy with those prac 
titionera who refrain from accepting such invitations, 
because I know from experience the great difficulty in 
finding time to put one’s notes together for such a pur¬ 
pose, and on several occasions I have had to burn the 
midnight oil in order to accomplish this end. Never¬ 
theless one cannot forget the duty, not only to one’s self, 
but to the profession to which we have the honour to 
belong I am satisfied that in all subjects pertaining to 
our work we derive the greatest benefit as individuals, 
and as a body corporate by the interchange of opinions 
and experience, and in no subject is this less exemplified 
than in the one which I have the honour of laying 
before you to-day. 

I hope you will pardon a slight digression from the 
subset proper, as I should like to say, looking back over 
a period of more than twenty years, that the attendance 
at onr meetings has. in my opinion, to say the least of it 
been most disappointing, although this Society may not 
be alone in this respect. It can partly be accounted for 
by the fact that the membership has never been what it 
ought to be, taking into consideration the number of 
practitioners in the area covered by the Association. I 
do say most emphatically that it is the duty of every 


veterinary surgeon to associate himself with one or more 
of one Societies, and nothing but the most urgent ahd 
important duties or ill health should be allowed to pre¬ 
vent his regular attendance at the meetings 
Our profession has made great strides in the past, but 
I am convinced it would make still greater progress if 
we could fully realise the very great advantages to be 
gained by attendance at our Society meetings, which 
afford such valuable opportunities for the interchange of 
knowledge, opinions and experience on such a variety of 
subjects, to our mutual advantage. 

The subject of Anaesthesia claims greater importance 
to-day in view of the Animals Anaesthetics Bill. 

I think that most practitioners agree that all major 
operations, and even minor operations involving a con¬ 
siderable amount of pain, shonld be carried out under 
the influence of either local or general anaesthetic, and 
in this field much remains to bedouein the way of selec¬ 
tion of the anaesthetic agent and the method of its ad¬ 
ministration. In coming before you to-day with a paper 
on the subject, I can assure you I fully appreciate the 
limitations of my own knowledge, and only claim to 
possess a very considerable practical experience of gen¬ 
eral and local anesthesia of animals, especially horses 
and dogs. I shall endeavour to lay the subject before 
you as briefly as possible in the manner in which it ap¬ 
peals to me from this experience. I do not therefore 
propose to waste time with definitions of the various 
types of anaesthesia as I am sure you are all familiar 
with them, neither do I propose to deal with the history 
of anaesthesia, in itself a most interesting subject; suf¬ 
fice it to say there is abundant evidence to show that 
methods for the alleviation of pain date back to a very 
early period. Indeed the subject is such a comprehen¬ 
sive one that it is almost impossible to discuss it fully 
within the limits of such a paper as this. I propose, in 
the first place, to deal with the application of general 
anesthetics to horses and dogs. 

The drugs which may be used for this purpose in 
horses include :—chi »roform, ether, A.C.E. mixture, 
chloral hydrate, and fluid extract cannabis indica or can¬ 
nabis americana. Personally I think the best general 
anesthetic for horses is undoubtedly chloroform, and 
further, for the great majority of operations demanding 
a general anaesthetic, 1 am satisfied there is no great 
danger to be feared, nor should there be any hesitation 
in using it, provided the action of the drug is carefully 
kept in view and ordinary care and precautions exercised 
prior to and during its administration. 

Precautions jrrior to chlorojorm anaesthesia. Where 
the demand for an operation is not urgent it is wise to 
have the animal prepared bv the administration of a dose 
of physic, by wit holding all bulky food and radically re¬ 
ducing the water supply for 24 hours prior to operation. 
The horse should be carefully examined for evidence of 
circulatory or respiratory diseases, and should any evi¬ 
dence of such be found, the anaesthesia, if carried out, 
must be more carefully watched. 

Methods of administration. This is generally carried 
out by means of an inhaler, of which there are various 
atterns on the market, but the simplest—Cox’s in- 
aler is in my judgment the best. The Veterinary 
Record of 2nd August 1913, you will find a description 
of two notifications of this inhaler, qoe by Mr. W. R. 
Nelder of Exeter and the other by Mr. F. J. Taylor, 
London. There is also Carlyle’s pattern, and another 
recommended by the late Mr. Richard Roberts. In the 
aper on local and general narcosis submitted by Dr. 
onn VennCrholm to the tenth International Veterinary 
Congress, London, 1914, you will find a diagram and 
description of an inhaler which he claims to have used 
in one thousand anesthesias, and recommends, with 
some justification, as being both safe and satisfactory. 
It has the further advantage of leaving the regions of 
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the face and month free for operations. It is better to 
adhere in the main to one particular method of admini¬ 
stration as thereby one becomes more expert in its ufce. 

Prior to the administration of chloroform^ it is wise to 
rub the skin around the nostrils with vaseline or other 
lubricant to prevent blistering. In using Cox’s inhaler 
I am of opinion that not less than two ounces of chloro¬ 
form should be given to begin with, and the bottom of 
the inhaler tightly closed. In this way the period of 
excitement is got over more quickly. The anaesthetist 
must watch the effect of the chloroform on the animal 
and either push it or withold it as necessary. When 
once the patient is anaesthetised it should be kept in this 
state by the cautious administration of small quantities 
of chloroform not exceeding half an ounce at a time. 
My experience leads me to believe that the greatest harm 
is done by allowing the animal to partially recover con- 
ciousness, and then rapidly pushing a large quantity of 
the anaesthetic on it when its system is already consider¬ 
ably permeated with the drug. 

Those who have chloroformed a large number of horses 
will agree that they vary considerably in their suscepti¬ 
bility to the drug, but generally speaking one finds tnat 
from two to four ounces is sufficient to anaesthetise most 
horses. As you are all aware there are four stages which 
may be observed during the administration of chloroform 
(1) Stimulant, (2) Narcotic, (3) Anaesthetic and (4) Par¬ 
alytic. The object of the anaesthetist must be to keep 
the animal under the influence of the drug in the third 
stage, when there is complete loss of conciousness, mus¬ 
cular relaxation with loss of reflexes ; and to avoid cross¬ 
ing the border line into the paralytic stage. The anaes¬ 
thetist must give his undivided attention to the condition 
of the patient, watching most particularly the breathing 
which should be regular and steady in character. The 
head should be kept well extended, and on no account 
should anyone assisting the operator or watching the 
operation be allowed to lean on, or exert pressure on the 
chest. I can testify that this hint is not unnecessary. 

The danger signals that are most to be relied upon are 
particulatly, shallow, irregular or spasmodic breathing, 
dilatation of the pupils, and a small intermittent pulse. 
Should any of these symptoms be observed the anaesthe¬ 
tic must be withdrawn, fresh air admitted, the tongue 
pulled out and, if necessary, all restraint removed and 
artificial respiration resorted to. As an antidote I believe 
H.C.N. Is best, and 20 to 30 minims of Scheele's acid 
may be given to a horse. Strychnine may also be used. 

Inthe method of administration referred to the ani¬ 
mal is supposed to be under restraint, cast by one of the 
usual methods. In big operations where the horse must 
be under the influence of the anaesthetic for a very con¬ 
siderable period, I have frequently used a mixture of 1 
part alcohol, 2 parts chloroform and 1 part ether to main¬ 
tain the anaesthesia in the later stages. When the oper¬ 
ation has been completed and restraint removed, it is a 
great mistake to encourage the animal to rise too quick¬ 
ly ; when it does so it is frequently necessary for assist¬ 
ants to steady it until it gains control of movem ents, 
and can be taken to a loose box. Food should not be 
given for two hours after the anaesthesia. 

This brings me to the question of chloroforming horses 
in the standing position. Now my experience of this has 
been confined to three cases, and I at once admit that 
this is quite insufficient to enable me to express any 
opinion of value on its merits. I must say, however, 
that my experience was such as to lead me to adhere to 
the method of carrying it out under restraint. Never¬ 
theless, I am well aware that in the hands of certain 
operators this method has proved auite satisfactory, and 
there is no doubt that when it can oe properly and safely 
carried out it is suitable for certain operations e.g., cas¬ 
tration, etc., which can be accomplished with less assist¬ 
ance and a saving of time. The ideal method of ad¬ 


ministration would be to draw the animal up to an oper¬ 
ating table in a standing position but of course this is 
seldom practicable. 

For anaesthetising dogs and cats I am of opinion that 
there is nothing better than the open net work mask as 
used in human practice, with clips for retaining a cover¬ 
ing of lint on which the chloroform is dropped from a 
French dropper bottle. I have chloroformed some hun¬ 
dreds of small animals in this way with the best of re¬ 
sults, and wish nothing better. In later years I was in 
the habit of using in the case of dogs only H.M.C. tab¬ 
lets containing morphine gr. £ ; hyoscine hydrobromide 
gr. 1/100; and castoidgr. 1/64. This method proved quite 
satisfactory, the procedure adopted being as follows 
One tablet was dissolved in distilled water and injected 
subcutaneously at least an hour before the time fixed for 
operation, A second tablet was administered in a simi¬ 
lar way forty-five minutes later, then, after a further 
fifteen or thirty minutes interval, a whiff of chloroform 
was all that was necessary to establish an anaesthesia 
lasting sufficiently to enable one to carry out most oper¬ 
ations. I have observed with this form of anaesthesia 
that many of the animals whine, and even bark a good 
deal, and anyone unacquainted with the use might ima¬ 
gine they were suffering pain, but I am satisfied that this 
} is not so and that the whining is frequently observed 
before the operation commences. It may have been due 
! to impure hyoscine. 

I do not remember the name of the firm who put out 
those tablets ; I know that they dispense others with 
larger doses suitable for horse and cattle, but although 
I had a supply I never tested them. I have frequently 
given dogs a small dose of morphine, sometimes com¬ 
bined with atropine, before proceeding to operate under 
chloroform and nave observed no bad effects from its 
use. On the contrary it quietens the animal, and makes 
it more easily put under restraint on the operating table, 
and it remains quieter afterwards. In chloroforming 
dogs and cats they should always be fixed on the opera¬ 
ting table in the abdominal position, with the fore and 
hind legs stretched out to the various corners. In this 
position the anaesthetic can be administered without 
any pressure on the chest, and once anaesthetised the 
animal can be placed in any position desired. I have 
always used chloroform to produce anaesthesia in both 
dogs and cats, and where the operation was unavoidably 
lengthy in character have maintained it with A.C.E. 
mixture. My experience has been that dogs and cats 
are more easily overcome with chloroform than horses: 
provided, however, proper care and attention are given 
their anaesthetisation presents no great difficulties. I 
am also clearly of opinion that for all major operations 
an assistant to control the anaesthesia only is absolutely 
necessary if the best results are to be obtained. I have, 
when operating, frequently seen the breathing become 
irregular and stop completely as the result of careless 
and unskilful anaesthetisation of dogs and cats par¬ 
ticularly, and can testify to the great value of hydrocyanic 
acid as a restorative in those animals. This treatment 
was, I think, first recommended by Prof. Hobday, who, 
in my opinion, has done more to establish on a sound 
basis the anaesthetisation of animals, both local and 
general, than any other living veterinary surgeon, al¬ 
though I must admit I could never get results with his 
modification of an inhaler for small animals. In the 
dog and cat, when dangerous symptoms supervene, the 
same procedure as indicated should be adopted, artificial 
respiration is easily carried out when necessary, and 
sometimes good results are obtained by swinging the 
animal by the hind legs. 

| Ether as an anaesthetic is quite unsuitable for horses. 
Notwithstanding the fact that it has a much less de- 
ressant effect on the cardiac and respiratory centres, it 
as so many disadvantages that it is not used per se for 
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horses, but usually only in combination with alcohol or 
chloroform. 

I have no experience of the use of Chloral hydrate in 
horses and dogs for anaesthetic purposes. The intra¬ 
venous injection method is attended with considerable 
danger owing to the risk of phlebitis, and the oral and 
rectal methods have not proved very satisfactory. The 
report, however, of Prof. J. Ndriski to the Tenth Inter¬ 
national Veterinary Congress is most interesting reading, 
and showB that in his hands the intra-peritoneal injec¬ 
tion of chloral hydrate in suitable doses produced com¬ 
plete anaesthesia without any bad effects, and he claims 
that this iB an excellent method of producing anaesthesia 
in the horse, ass, or dog for operations of all kinds. 

I now come to deal with fluid extract of Cannabis 
Americana. I understand that there is no difference be¬ 
tween this preparation and that obtained from Cannabis 
Indica, except that the one is grown in America and the 
other in India, their pharmacological properties being 
identical. With this arug I have also no experience for 
anaesthetic purposes, but Messrs. Parke Davis and Co., 
the well known manufacturing chemists, have very 
kindly placed at my disposal some interesting informa¬ 
tion which I propose reading to you. 

Cannabis Americana “ Replying to your letter No. 
1015, requesting report on the intravenous use of 
Cannabis Americana, we copy below an article which 
appeared in The American Veterinary Review. “During 
the month of February it was our privilege to happen 
in at the Surgical Clinic of the New York American 
Veterinary College when the following operations were 
being perfoumed by Prof H. D. Gill, of the chair of 
Surgery of that Institution. These operations were 
performed without tables or stocks, to demonstrate to 
the students how to do them in country practice—on a 
farm, or wherever they might meet them, without the 
modern hospital facilities. 

Case /. Roarer. A black gelding weighing about 
9001b. He was given lOc.c. of the filtered Fluid Extract 
of Cannabis Americana in the jugular, and in a few 
minutes got sleepy and let himself down on to the bed 
of straw that had been prepared for him, and was soon 
in a profound sleep. He was turned upon his back and 
held in position between bales of straw, Codrenine was 
injected, and the operatiou proceeded with, the animal 
being unconscious of what was going on, and therefore 
in excellent condition to operate upon. 

Case II. This mare weighed about 1000 lb., was 
put in slings, lOc.c. of the filtered FI. Ext. of Cannabis 
Americana given in the jugular, as in the proceeding 
case, and it was only a matter of a few minutes before 
she was asleep in the slings. The operation through the 
vagina was proceeded witn, and the mare seemed obliv¬ 
ious to the situation, only raising one hind foot slightly 
once during the operation. 

Case III. Cryptorchid. This horse weighed about 
1100 lb., the hobbles were placed on him and 15 c.c. of 
the same preparation of cannabis administered per 
jugular, as m the previous cases. He soon got sleepy, 
and practically lay down of his own accord, when the 
hobbles were tightened up, the horse placed in position, 
and the operation proceeded with. It seemed that in 
this case the cannabis not only kept the horse quiet, 
but relaxation was so complete that it facilitated this 
particular operation, the operator explaining the ease 
with which ne reached the testicle. The patients seem¬ 
ed to sleep for about an hour after the completion of the 
operation, and, while we are not able to observe them 
afterwards, they were said to be drowBy for the best 
part of the day. 

This seemed to us such an easy and safe general anaes¬ 
thetic for a horse that we have reported them for the 
benefit of our readers. We understand that Dr. Gill 
uses this method continuously in his own practice in all 


surgical operations, including the opening of fistulous 
withers, etc., and we hope in the near future to get some 
reports from his pen of cases in which he has used it” 

In addition to this, Cannabis Americana has been in¬ 
jected intravenously in many cases not yet reported. 
The intravenons use of Cannabis Americana is just now 
proving to be a valuable hypnotic to quiet refractory 
animals for various operations, and some veterinarians 
are also giving it as an antispasmodic. We expect later 
to issue further reports on this treatment, and will for¬ 
ward them as they come to us. In fact, at a recent clinic 
on our biological farms we injected 20 c.c. of Cannabis 
Americana for hypnotic effects and it worked wonder¬ 
fully well. Although it has been used on many occasions 
harmful results have not yet been reported.” 

On receipt of the above communication Messrs. Parke 
Davis and Co. wrote to their Headquarters in America, 
asking definitely what was meant by a filtered fluid 
extract, pointing out the danger of embolism through 
the precipitation of resin in the blood. To this letter 
the following reply was received :— 

“ Replying to your letter No. 1096, we regret that our 
previous letter was not entirely clear, sparing you the 
inconvenience of writing us again. The Cannabis 
Americana referred to for intravenous injection is our 
regular FI. Ext. Cannabis Americana fisted in our 
general and veterinary price list. 

Since writing we had a Veterinary convention on our 
biological farms at which a clinic was held. At this 
clinic the hypnotic effects of Cannabis Americana intra¬ 
venously injected was tested on one of the horses. At 
first, 10 c.c. of the fluid extract (from the bottle) was in- 
'ected without any marked effect, and twenty minutes 
ater a second 10 c.c. was injected which produced the 
desirable effect without harmful results to the animal 

The statement that has apparently puzzled you has 
puzzled many, i.e. a filtered fluid extract. As you are 
aware, however carefully a fluid extract may l>e made 
there are always small particles which slip through, that 
precipitate ana form a sediment at the bottom of the 
bottle after the F. E. has stood on the shelf for some 
time. Now, Dr. Gill who refers in his article to the. 
filtered F. E. of Cannabis Americana probably knew 
this, and simply filtered the fluid extract in the usual 
way. as an extra precaution before using it. So far as 
we nave any knowledge, it is not at all necessary to 
filter it, for although Cannabis Americana nas been in¬ 
jected intravenously on numerous occasions at clinics 
and at practice here, we have not heard of one fatal case 
caused by the formation of embolus. By that we do 
not mean to infer that it will not cause embolism, for 
as you are aware, even normal salt solution will do so at 
times, when the animal’s condition is conducive to this 
result. Without doubt, many of the veterinarians 
practising in your country are fully aware of the faot 
that American veterinarians are injecting F. E. of 
Cannabis Americana for hypnotic purposes, especially 
those who read the American Journals, and upon in¬ 
vestigations you will possibly find that some of them 
have even tried it experimentally at their clinics. 

There is thiB to be said, however, in regard to the 
treatment. It is practically new, ani while it is creating 
a great deal of interest here it is not yet established on 
a firm basis. The peculiar thing about the treatment is 
this : 10 c.c. of the F. E. Cannabis Americana will put 
one horse to sleep in a very few minutes while 20 c.c. 
will apparently have no effect on another. At the Con¬ 
vention in Toronto the writer saw a horse under the in¬ 
fluence of 20 c.c. operated upon while standing, that 
would have had to be secured had not the Cannabis 
Americana been injected. One of these operations was 
a standing castration, and the horse stood absolutely 
still, without any restraint, while the operation was per¬ 
formed. Another case was ovariotomy, and the animal 
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apparently felt no pain whatever, for it stood absolutely 
quiet while the operation was performed.” n 

There is also the method of inducing anaesthesia by 
intraspinous injections, and such agents as stovaine, 
with or without neutral strychnine sulphate, cocaine, 
tropococaine, etc. I have no experience of this method 
with animals, but I have frequently seen it used in 
human surgery with excellent results for herniae and 
other operations on the lower part of the body. I believe 
it is highly probable that one of these latter methods 
may prove very useful for many operations on animals, 
and in the light of their successful use in the hands of 
continental practitioners, are worthy of trial. 

I should like very briefly to say a few words with re¬ 
gard to local anaesthesia. For many small operations 
on all animals this method proves quite satisfactory and 
is easily carried out. There are quite a variety of drugs 
which may be used for this purpose, but the following 
answer all requirements :—Cocaine Hydrochlor, Eucaine 
Hydrochlor, Novocain, and Hydrochloride of urea and 
quinine. I have not used others. All may with ad¬ 
vantage be combined with a small quantity of adrenalin, 
which not only increases the haemostatic action of the 
solution but renders the drug less toxic by delaying 
absorption. Novocain and eucaine are decidedly less 
toxic than cocaine, and their solutions may be sterilised 
by boiling without decomposition occurring, but they 
take longer to produce anaesthetic action, although it 
may be more prolonged. Hydrochloride of urea and 
quinine is least toxic of all, takes very much longer to 
produce its effects and they persist for a long period 
after injection. The chief points to observe in carrying 
out local anaesthesia are to see that the skin area is 
rendered aseptic and that the technique generally is 
earned out with the same object in view. In small ani¬ 
mals particular care must be taken with the dosage. 
Professor Hobday has laid it down in his work on 
Surgical Diseases of the Dog and Cat, that it is unsafe 
torallow more than one-tenth of a grain per lb of body 
weight to be absorbed into the system at one time, and 
this will be found a safe and convenient guide. Care 
must also be taken not to add too much adrenalin to the 
solution of the drug being used, and when producing an 
infiltration anaesthesia, for the removal of tumours, etc, 
I have always found it better to use more of a weaker 
solution. Solutions of all the above anaesthetics may 
now be obtained with preservatives added, in sterilised 
bottles: they are convenient, keep well and retain their 
virtue for a considerable period. 

Discussion. 

Mr. T. M. Inglis, Forfar: I am sure we are all in¬ 
debted to Mr. Peddie for bringing before us in so practical 
a manner this excellent paper on Anaesthesia. The sub¬ 
ject is, at the present time, of great interest to the pro¬ 
fession and especially to tne country practitioners, who 
may consider the administration of chloroform a nui¬ 
sance at times. There are two points in connection with 
the paper that I would like to bring before your notice— 
that 01 the Inhaler, and of local anaesthesia. I do not 
think Mr. Peddie made reference to position of the 
tongue of an animal under an anaesthetic. This, I con¬ 
sider, is very important. There is much less danger to 
the patient if the tongue is always kept well forward, 
and not allowed to double back. Professor Hobday, 
whom we acknowledge as an authority, is very particular 
about this matter, and recommends the Cox pattern of 
Inhalers, where the attendant at the head can keep the 
tongue pulled well forward. He suggests securing the 
orjfan with a cord or tape to the side of the stall collar. 
With reference to local anaesthesia, great care ought to 
be exercised when injecting several places round the seat 
of the operation. The busy practitioner may at times 


be inclined to inject too many points without calculating 
the doBe the animal is receiving. 

It is essential that one must be possessed with the 
actual knowledge of the drug injected, and to calculate 
accordingly the amount injected at each place, otherwise 
the danger zone would be reached very quickly by an 
overdose. 

Mr. John Taylor : How would you anaesthetise 
locally for an operation on S&ndcrack i 

Mr. Peggie : I have to thank Mr» Peddie for his kind¬ 
ness in giving us an appropriate and very interesting 
paper. I should like to relate a case of a three-year-old 
rig colt on which I was operating some time ago. After 
the completion of the operation, when the chloroform 
mask was removed and the animal regained conscious¬ 
ness and appeared almost able to rise, he suddenly re¬ 
lapsed in a deep sleep and remained in such a condition 
for about three-quarters of an hour. He finally regained 
consciousness and got up without any artificial treat¬ 
ment or interference. I ask Mr. Peddie, or the members 
present, if they had ever had the Rame experience while 
chloroform fnghorses. I would have liked if Mr. Peddie 
had included in his paper a section concerning the 
anaesthetising of bovines. Country practitioners on 
many occasions feel the want of a reliable and safe 
anaesthetic for cattle work. 1 have found adrenalin 
chloride injected intra-muscularly useful in prolapse of 
the uterus. Strangely enough I had noticed that if 
sounds were excluded from cattle by plugging the ears 
these bovines seemed very much less sensitive to pain. 
So far I would place no great importance on this, but I 
intend to watch closely the results of this in future. 

Mr. Cameron : I thank Mr. Peddie for his very use¬ 
ful paper. I do not think very elaborate precautions 
need be observed in giving chloroform. I never give less 
than four ounces to begin with, and never add less than 
one or two ounces afterwards if necessary. I use it 
largely in difficult parturitions and never have any 
trouble. I find chloral hydrate very useful when ad¬ 
ministered to restive horses before clipping, and also as 
an agent in quietening excited cattle. 

The Chairman, Mr. A. Gofton said that his experience 
in chloroforming some thousands of animal enabled him 
to say with every confidence that the fears sometimes 
expressed with regard to the dangers associated with 
general anaesthesia were unfounded. His preference lay 
with the ordinary Cox’s muzzle for horses, and he always 
covered the animals head with a horse rug. The princi¬ 
ple of the Cox muzzle was so simple that a substitute 
could be very readily improvised. He agreed with Mr. 
Peddie that two ounces of chloroform on a sponge or pad 
introduced into the muzzle after it had been placed on 
the head sufficed to produce anaesthesia in the great ma¬ 
jority of cases. It was his regular practice to give this 
amount, it was only in the case of a small horse or one 
in poor condition that he modified the dose and gave 
rather less. The addition of half an ounce to one ounce 
from time to time maintained the anaesthesia as long as 
was required for the operation. The quality of the 
chloroform used was a factor in the production of satis¬ 
factory anaesthesia. In his experience the use of low 
quality chloroform, or of chloroform which had been in 
stock unduly long, was liable to be attended with disap¬ 
pointing and unsatisfactory results. He had also had 
experience of animals which appeared to recover from 
the anaesthetic and had then relapsed into unconscious¬ 
ness from which it was impossible to rouse them for one 
or more hours. Such cases gave no cause for alarm, the 
horse simply had a good sleep and got up without inci¬ 
dent when he was ready. 

Referring to the intra-venous injection of cannabis in- 
dica, Mr. Peddie had said that in some cases 10 c.c. had 
produced satisfactory anaesthesia, and in others 20 c.c. 
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had failed to give any result Id his experience prepar¬ 
ations of cannabis indica were very variable in their po¬ 
tency, and he would not venture to use the drug in the 
manner suggested unless the preparation used had been 


not be standardised chemically. I have used this firm’s 
preparations for very many years and have always found 
all of them most reliable. We must therefore assume 
that the Fluid extract of Cannabis Americana used was 


physiologically standardised. No doubt idiosyncrasy ! one of the same known strength in all the experiments, 
exercised an influence on the results obtained, but he I In closing I should like to add that it is unfortunate the 


was of opinion that the important factor was the need for 
physiological standardisation. He had pleasure in ask¬ 
ing Mr. reddie to offer a few remarks in reply. 

Reply. 

Mr. Pbddie : Mr. President and Gentlemen, I must 
first thank you for the very kind way in which you have 
received my paper, judging by the remarks of the various 
speakers I take it you are pretty well in agreement with 
everything I have said. 

Mr. Inglis who opened the discussion referred to the 
necessity of fixing the tongue to the side of the head 
collar when chloroforming horses, and while agreeing 
that this is a safe precaution, it is in my opinion un¬ 
necessary in the great majority of anaesthesias if the 
head is kept well extended, and the anaesthetist pays 
dose attention to his work. He referred to the difficulty 
of dosage in infiltration anaesthesia, but this is easily 
overcome by using solutions of known strength and cal¬ 
culating the dose according to the body weight of the 
animal. 

Mr. Taylor asks me the best anaesthetic to use when 
operating on sandcrack, my answer is either a local 
anaesthetic or chloroform. The radical operation for 


discussion has been so very limited. I must confess to 
have a sense of disnppointment in this respect, as I fully 
| expected to gather a good deal of information from the 
experience of members with regard to the chloroforming 
■ of horses in the standing position and on other points. 

1 Specimens. 

Mr. T. M. Inglis exhibited two interesting teratoma¬ 
tous cysts. He also exhibited a bone tumour from a 
horse’s skull, from which a sinus proceeded and opened 
upon the poll. 

The proceedings terminated with a vote of thanks to 
the Chairman. 

James Henderson, Hon. Sec. 


Central Division. 


A meeting was held at the Holborn Restaurant, on 
Thursday November 6th. J. Basil Buxton, £sq., in the 
chair. 


Correspondence. The Hon. Sec. intimated that he had 
anaatnetic or cmoroforrn The radical operation for | received Veplies from Mr. C. H. Sheather and Mr F S 
sandcrack is not particularly painful, on account of the i Woodger respecting his letters of condolence. 


rapidity with which it can be carried out. I have done 



by the President, were.en- 


Caine or another local aneeathetic for thia and many , ResearchTnatituterAlderahot' J.'’ D*'Haywood' 
other minor operations of the foot. 1 m.e.c.v.s., Mittatone lane, Leicester. CUpt Smith TOe 

Mr. Peggie asks for my experience in cattle practice, Royal Horse Guards. P ™ llD ' Ane 

also the best anaesthetic for this purpose. Well, I must . * ^ 

admit that my experience in this direction is practically | Annual Dinner. 

being limited to the chloroforming of two cows. I! Immediately following the meeting, the 46th annua 
tlunk chloroform is the best anaesthetic, although I be- dinner of the Society was held. Mr. J. Basil Buxton 
lieve for many purposes in cattle practice some of the I the President, occupied the choir, and there was a very 
methods I have referred to, such as the intra-venous in- j large attendance, it.eluding many ladies. Among those 
jection of fluid extract of cannabis indica, or the intra- present were Mrs. J. Basil Buxton, Mr. and Mrs. J 
peritoneal injection of chloral hydrate will come into Buxton, Sir John Bland Sutton, Mr. J. McKinna (Presi¬ 
de. dent R.C.V.S.), Col. J. A. Gilruth, Maj. F. Hobday Mai. 

Mr. Me Far Jane while pleased with the paper thinks a 1 C. G. Saunders, d.s.o., Maj. Murray-Jones, Mr. F.* Btu- 
practical demonstration on the anmsthetisation of lock, (Secretary R.C.V.S.). and Messrs. J. W. McIntosh 
various animals would be advantageous, and with this 11 S. H. Slocock, G. H. Wooldridge, J. Willett, W. Perry- 
agree. We should all try to be expert anaesthetists, ■ man, W. R. Davis and H. A. MacCormack (Hon. Sec ). 

and this can only be achieved by gaining a thorough rru ~ 1 — 1 ‘—*“- J ^ * y ’ 

knowledge of the actions of the various anaesthetics and 
experience in their uses. 

Mr. Cameron advocates giving not less than four 
ounces of chloroform to commence with when chloro¬ 
forming horses, followed by not less than two ounces at 
a time as required. I can only say that I disagree with 
this practice. 

I am pleased to hear that Mr. Gofton, after a large 
experience of anaesthesia, agrees with my remarks as to 
the safety of chloroform, also the quantity and admini¬ 
stration. His reference to the necessity of preventing 
tiie animal from doubling itself up during the admini¬ 
stration is entirely covered, I think, by the advice 1 give 
to keep the head well extended. He does not think 
that preparations of cannabis indica are very reliable. 

No doubt there may be worthless preparations of canna- 
Ms on the market, just as there are worthless prepara¬ 
tions of ergot, but I would draw his attention to the fact 
that the preparation of cannabis americana used in the 
experiments referred to was that prepared by Messrs. 

Parke, Davis & Co. This firm can, I think, claim to be the 

pfcmeefs of physiological standardising drugs which can- 


The loyal toasts, proi 
thusiastically honoured. 

“ The Imperial Forces ” Mr. J. W. McIntosh, said 
that at no time in the history of the world had the toast 
been more deserving of honour than at the present time. 
The momentous struggle from which they had just 
emerged would mark an era in International politics, 
and would be an everlasting landmark in the intellec¬ 
tual, social and economic life of Western Europe. The 
greatjWar, which had sk&ken to its very foundations t he 
whole fabric of European civilisation, marked a period 
which had no equal in history. Who, a few years ago 
would have dreamed that millions of men would leave 
the desk, the plough, the hammer and the spade, in 
answer to the imperious call of national necessity 7 The 
hearts of the Empire beat as one, and it became a com¬ 
munity united in a single purpose. Patriotism instead 
of a mere name, became a living reality. Few were for 
themselves; all were for the State. (Cheers). ‘From 
the sunny plains of India, from the South African’veldt, 
from the prairies of Canada, from the towns and villains 
of Australia and New Zealand, and many other Darts, 
men flocked to the aid of the Mother country, 
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although differing in race, colour and religion, fought in 
defence of the country many of them had never before 
seen, and died in the trenches side by side with British 
soldiers. Those men reckoned comfort, business, life it¬ 
self, cheap as compared with national freedom and 
national honour. Neither German gold, German troop, 
nor German threats could break or bend their loyalty 
and devotion to their King and country. (Cheers). He 
did not think it was possible to drink the toast without 
referring also to the very excellent work done by the 
women. (Hear, hear). An unwritten code decreed 
that women should keep as far as possible away from 
deadly conflict, and that was why the mission of Florence 
Nightingale and her companions appealed to popular 
imagination and the nation’s pside. This great war had 
supplied a further exhibition of courage, heroism and 
martyrdom on the part of women which was unequalled 
in the history of the world. It was not a case of a few 
women volunteering for duty well behind the lines, but 
of hundreds who went forward into areas of danger, 
many of them never to return. Little need be said of 
their own services as a profession, because the gathering 
was essentially composed of veterinary surgeons, but to 
those who might not know, he thought he was right in 
saying that no department of the whole Service was 
better equipped, better organised, or better managed 
than the Royal Army Veterinary Corps. (Cheers). In 

f iving the toast of “ The Imperial Forces ” and in doing 
onour to the living, he asked those present to remember 
with reverence and all solemnity those gallant men and 
women who made the supreme sacrifice. He coupled 
with the toast the name of Col. Sir John Bland Sutton, 
an eminent surgeon and one who had a particular lean¬ 
ing towards the veterinary profession. The toast was 
enthusiastically honoured. 

Col. Sir John Bland Sutton, who was very warmly 
received said he was under the impression that this 
toast ought to be responded to by a veterinary surgeon, 
and perhaps he was selected for the honour of doing so 
because of his great interest in veterinary surgery. It 
was his good fortune many years ago, when he was a 

J roung and ardent lecturer, to be entrusted with some 
ectures to the students at the Royal Veterinary College. 
His predecessor had given such offence tn his class that 
one day the Principal, hearing the bell ringing violently, 
went to see what was the matter and found the class 
putting the lecturer out of the window. (Laughter). 
When he gave his first lecture the Principal said to him 
“ 1 will introduce you to the class ” which he did, but he 
sat there all the time for fear, as he remarked, that the 
students might put him (Sir John Sutton) out of the 
window. He told the Principal that if ever he ventured 
to come into the class room again simply to protect him, 
he would vwalk out through the door (laughter and 
cheers); that he would do his best to impart some infor¬ 
mation, as far as he could, through the windows of the 
students’ intelligence, and that he was sure they would 
be friends for the rest of their lives. (Laughter and 
cheers). Asa matter of fact that really came about. 
The time he spent at the Veterinary College as a lecturer 
was one of the happiest recollections of his life. He 
was in the habit of wandering about the globe to see 
what England did in foreign countries, and he had found 
some of his old pupils in the most extraordinary 'places, 
but all doing admirable work. As a result of the war 
the Imperial Forces were scattered over a wide area, 
and were fighting over the Eastern Hemisphere from 
the Arctic Circle to the Tropic of Capricorn, and veteri¬ 
nary surgeons had done wonderful work in all the fields 
of operations. He could speak with some experience fof 
the work they did, because it was his good fortune to be 
entrusted with the mission in France to collect patho¬ 
logical material from wounded men, in order that a per¬ 
manent war memorial might be established of the dread¬ 


ful wounds inflicted by modern instruments of destn^ 
tion. During that time he took the opportunity rfc.». 
what was being done by veterinary surgeons, and much 
m he admired the hospitals administered by the Royal 
Army Medical Corps, he was even more struck by the 
admirable care and skill which was exercised by veteri¬ 
nary surgeons, in some of the most remarkable hospitals 
for horses that he bad ever seen in his life. (Hear, hear). 
Proud as he was of the men of the medical profession, 
who did splendid work right up in the fighting lines, he 
was not less pleased with the admirable work done by 
veterinary surgeons, not only from the point of view of 
surgery, but also from the point of view of keeping glan¬ 
ders out of the Army The doctors were proud of the 
fact that by inoculation they kept typhoid fever out of 
the Army, because it was no idle thing to say that if ty¬ 
phoid fever had become as rampant in France as it was 
m South Africa this country would have been wiped out. 
The same thing might be said with regard to the horse. 
The wonderful way in which infectious diseases of 
the horse werejcontrolled was one of the most interesting 
side-lights in the history of the war. Much was heard 
of instruments of destruction, for instance of tanks and 
guns, but in a fight in which whole countries were en¬ 
gaged it was the men and the horses which were the de¬ 
ciding factor. No matter what materials were used 
against them, men and horses decided the battles. 
Horses had suffered terribly in the war, not only in the 
fighting line, in the mud and misery of the trenches of 
Flanders, but when they had been transported across 
the sea. He could not imagine a more dreadful picture 
of misery than must have occurred when a German 
raider sank a ship laden with horses and mules. The 
struggles of the poor animals in the water were of such 
a nature that even the Huns had compassion on them 
and shot them with guns when they struggled to get 
upon the German ship. The horse was a highly intelli¬ 
gent animal; in fact, he went so far as to say that it had 
more intelligence than half the out-patients he saw at 
the Middlesex Hospital. (Laughter and cheers). There 
were people in the world who had more belief in dogs 
than in human beings. A friend of his who was present 
at the dinner told him a story of a clergyman who got 
tired of preaching and being an incumbent, so he went 
to live in the country. He did not like being alone, 
however, so he trained some poodle dogs to mimic a con¬ 
gregation, and every night at seven o’clock when the 
dinner bell rang the poodles walked in ; hassocks were 
placed for them to kneel on; the old gentleman read 
the evening prayers to them, and at the appropriate 
place one great poodle barked Amen.” (Laughter). 
His friend went to see this dog and made him well, and 
he received a bigger fee for it than he (Sir John Bland 
Sutton) would get for doing an operation on the Arch¬ 
bishop of Canterbury. (Laughter). That showed 
how important it was that there should be a wide train¬ 
ing in the treatment of animals. Veterinary surgeons 
had to deal not only with horses during the war, but 
with the dogs that carried messages in France, and 
with the camels in Palestine. Of all the dreadful 
animals to treat and to administer medicine to, there was 
nothing in the world so hard to beat as a camel, with, 
perhaps, the exception of a society lady with neuras¬ 
thenia. (Laughter). The horse had other claims upon 
their consideration, so far as the war was concerned, be¬ 
cause it was one of the sources from whichanti-toxins were 
obtained, by means of which diseases were prevented. 
He once addressed an anti-vivisection meeting, and there 
argued the question of getting anti-toxins from the 
horse in the following manner. When he was a child he 
was allowed to read the “ Swiss Family Robinson,” in 
which the tale was told that a cassava root was found, 
and the Robinson family wanted to know whether it 
was good to eat. They proceeded to give some to the 
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“Trot and he took no harm ; they then gave some to 
* jnkey and the dog, and they took no harm, and 
then they took some themselves. (Laughter and Cheers). 
That was a vivisection experiment. (Laughter). Then 
there was the case of poor old Boxer, when too old to 
pull his mistress up to early morning service at St. Paul's 
Cathedral, she sent him to be killed. He might say to 
that horse “ Let us inject into your blood every day a 
little venom or a little poison, it may make you shiver 
fora while but we will then let you live in a nice meadow, 
and perhaps once a month your jugular vein may be 
tapped to supply serum which may save your master’s 
life.” What would poor old Boxer’s answer be if he was 
asked whether he would rather be pole-axed to feed the 
king of cats at the Zoo, or go through an experiment in 
order to save his master’s life ? (Cheers). The war had 
done for the veterinary profession what it had done for 
the medical profession ; it had raised it up in the estima¬ 
tion of the world at large. It showed that no body of 
men and horses could be engaged in warfare without 
the service of trained veterinary surgeons and medical 
men, and such men could not be produced by a stroke 
of the pen by a Commander-in-Chief, like a million 
bullets, a thousand yards of barbed wire, or two hundred 
cannon which were to be delivered in a month. The 
veterinary profession, like his own, had been raised in 
the estimation of the world, and they ought to be proud 
of the opportunity of proving their worth to their 
country and to the community. It was a great pleasure 
to the profession to know that some of the members 
who had done such brilliant work had come back 
decorated and honoured, but all were conscious of the 
fact that they had done their very best for the country. 
(Cheers). 

The Central Veterinary Society. Mr. J. McKinna, 
President of the R.C.V.S., in proposing the toast of the 
evening, desired first to thank tne Fellows very much 
for their kind invitation to be present, and also wished 
to congratulate Mr. Buxton on attaining to the Presi¬ 
dency of such an important Society. He was very glad 
indeed that the Society had elected a young President, 
especially after the strenuous years of war that had just 
been gone through. That, he thought, spoke well for 
the future of the profession. The Central Veterinary 
Society was one of the oldest of Veterinary Societies, 
and, although he had rarely been present at its meetings, 
he had taken a very deep interest in all its concerns. 
It kept, perhaps, more in touch with the R.C.V.S. than 
most other societies. There were colleagues present at 
the Dinner who criticised in a constructive way the 
work and doings of the Royal College. It was some¬ 
times said that the College treated very lightly the 
resolutions that were passed by the various Societies, 
but, having sat for a considerable length of time on the 
Council, he could assure them that that was not the 
case. The Council was always glad to receive suggest¬ 
ions with the object of benefitting the profession and 
making the work of the Council go more smoothly. It 
was a very great advantage indeed that the Society had 
a young President, because it was urgently necessary 
that missionary work should be done with the object of 
getting those who were outside the Society interested in 
the profession. Great apathy seemed to have existed 
in their ranks for many years, but the war has done a 
great deal to remedy that defect. In that connection 
ne was sure it was the desire of all present heartily to 
thank Sir John Bland Sutton for the kindly remarks he 
had made about the veterinary profession. Such re¬ 
marks from a gentleman of such outstanding position 
in the medical world were a very high compliment in¬ 
deed. He had proved that evening that the Royal 
Army Veterinary Corps won the war, because General 
AUenby and his forces could not, without their help, 
have achieved their great victory. He appealed to the 


Society to keep its eyes on the young men entering the 
profession and to get them to join the Society, with the 
object of maintaining their interest in their profession 
as time went on. If they attended the meetings, con¬ 
tributed papers, or joined in the discussions, it would 
help to keep alive the spirit which should exist. Some 
people were pessimistic as to the future, but, in his 
opinion, the profession has a great future before it. 
Public health work would open up a field for the students, 
so, too would research, to which the President, Mr. 
Buxton, had devoted himself so largely, and he sincerely 
hoped that more of the younger graduates would imitate 
his example. He hoped that during Mr. Buxton’s year 
of office new life would be given to the profession as a 
whole, and he looked to the Central Society in particular 
as a leader and guide in the way they should go. It 
afforded him the utmost pleasure to propose the toast of 
the Central Veterinary S«>ciety, coupled with the name 
of its President, Mr. Basil Buxton. (Cheers). 

The toast was accorded musical honours, “ For he’s 
a jolly good fellow ” being sung and three hearty cheers 
given. 

The President, who received a very cordial welcome 
on rising to respond said:—Mr. McKinna, ladies and 
gentlemen, It is my proud duty to respond to the toast, 
so near to the hearts of all of ns, and so gracefully pro¬ 
posed by the President of the R.C.V.S. Since the 
Armistice there has been an ever-increasing volume of 
sound which has gradually resolved itself into the 
articulation of that magic word, Reconstruction, a word 
which has become an expression—an expression which 
may mean so little ana yet can be so pregnant with 
possibilities. It is useless to expend energy upon the 
erection of a magnificent superstructure unless the 
foundations are good and sound. The coming year will 
be one of the most important, if not indeed the most 
important, in the history of our profession, and it be¬ 
hoves us one and all to cast aside now and for ever that 
cloak of lethargy, in so far as professional matters are 
concerned, which nas been ascribed, and I fear justly, to 
the rank and file of the profession. We have one of the 
finest mottoes which any body could possess, yet it 
must be conceded that we are far from accepting it as 
our ideal. When shall we realise that unity is strength, 
that united we Btand, and that if divided we fall and 
sink, as a profession, into that oblivion which we should 
so justly deserve 1 Solidarity is the keystone of our new 
edifice. This reconstruction should be regarded not 
merely as an improvement demanded by the immediate 
present, but as a legacy to the generations that are to be. 
This process of elevation depends for its success not upon 
the unaided efforts of our Council, as so many would 
lead us to suppose, not even upon the enthusiasm of a 
few members who regularly support our scientific meet¬ 
ings, but upon the individual effort of every man who 
has obtained his diploma. The only way in which thjs 
cohesion can be attained is by every individual becom¬ 
ing a member of his local Society. A flood of local 
support immediately gives a tremendous power to the 
National, and that Association then becomes a real live 
body with an overwhelming backing, and is at once in a 
position to further our interests, both as an independant 
oody and sb a support to our Council. Will we not give 
it this opportunity? If we fail our profession now, all 
hope of an improved status is gone, and I fear, for ever. 
Do not let us be deterred by any attempts that may be 
made to pour cold water on any progressive policy—they 
are to be expected, and surely the overcoming of opposi¬ 
tion gives a zest to the game. Let us not be sparing in 
our individual efforts now. Posterity will judge us even 
as we have iudged our forbears. Rather let us be able 
to say in all sincerity— 44 1 have done well: I have done 
my best for my profession,” before we go nence and are 
no more seen. (Cheers). 
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The Past President , Mr. S. H. Slocock, said he was 
sure the toast would be accorded a great reception, in 
the first place because it was that of the Past President, 
which appealed mostly to the men ; but to the ladies in 
particular, because the toast was that of Prof.Wooldridge. 
(Laughter and Cheers). He assured those present that 
m a ladies’ man Prof. Wooldridge took a lot of beating. 
(Laughter). Of Prof. Wooldridge nothing could be said 
but what was good. Everyone knew what a personality 
he had. He was the embodiment of boundless energy— 
it could be seen in his very expression. (Laughter and 
Cheers). His energy came to him as a student, and in 
his student days by doing things thoroughly he establish¬ 
ed a record in the final examination, wnicn he believed 
still remained a record, and would do so probably for 
years. Since then his distinguished College career in¬ 
dicated that he was particularly fitted to be a teacher, 
and by work he had done in that resect he had assisted 
materially in moulding the characters of those splendid 
men who had so well represented the profession in the 
great war. Nearly everyone present knew that Prof. 
Wooldridge served his time as President in 1914. and 
most ably carried out the duties of the Chair. During 
the war, when attendances were small, Poof. Wooldridge 
came back into harness again, in 1917 and 1918, and 
“kept the old show going.” Although many other 
Societies remained in abeyance during the period of the 
war, the Central Society went od, and the President and 
many other good souls regularly attended the meetings, 
even during air raids. He had the greatest pleasure in 
proposing the toast, and felt sure that it would receive 
a great reception, for the Past President was a really 
good fellow. (Cheers). (The toast was enthusiastically 
honoured). 

Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, who was received with 
cheers on rising to respond, said in the whole course of 
his career he had never felt so embarrassed as at the 
present moment. It had been most embarrassing to him 
to sit and listen to the very flattering terms in which 
Mr. Slocock had proposed the toast. Perhaps he would 
not have felt so embarrassed if half of what Mr. Slocock 
had said had been merited. His period of office as 
President of the Central Society during the past two 
years had been a very pleasant one. As the proposer of 
the toast said, at times one’s nerves were on edge, owing 
to the fact that zeppelins or aeroplanes were hovering 
overhead, dropping bombs or other emissaries of death, 
yet there were members of the Central Society who 
were keen enough on their professional work to risk ex¬ 
posure under those conditions. He was always en¬ 
couraged to attend the meetings because he knew there 
would be certain stalwarts there to support him. With¬ 
out them there would have been no meetings of the 
Society. He first occupied the chair in the year pre- 
ceeding the war, which wide fair to be one of the most 
important years in the Central Veterinary Society’s 
existence, as of the whole veterinary profession in the 
country, because during 1914 the International Veter¬ 
inary Congress was to have been held in London, in the 
first week of August. Only the inaugural meeting was 
held, which was rapidly followed by the closing meeting, 
and the Congress had to terminate without the business 
for which it had met having been accomplished. After 
an interval of three years he was again asked to occupy 
the Presidential chair, and to repeat it the succeeding 
year, and it was a matter of great gratification to him 
that he happened to occupy it when the glorious celebra¬ 
tion of peace occurred. During the years of war the 
Central Society had done its very best to keep the flag 
flying, and it had attempted to do work of national im¬ 
portance, both in the way of encouraging its members 
to join up and serve in the K.A.V.C., and in helping as 
far as possible to mitigate the sufferings of the horses 
and other animals during the period of stress when food 


stuffs were scarce. He thought the Central had a 
record of which it could be proud with respect to the 
work it did under those conditions. But that work 
could not have been done without the assistance of the 
officers of the S >ciety, and in responding to the toast he 
felt he should not be doing justice to the Society unless 
he knew that they also were included in it. If it had 
not been for Mr. MacCormack, the energetic Secretary 
of the Society (Cheers), who never missed a meeting 
except when he was ill and absolutely unable to attend ; 
for Mr. Stroud, who had conducted the financial affairs 
of the Society so well, and for certain members of 
Council and other members of the Society, it would 
have been absolutely impossible to carry on the work. 
Sir John Bland Sutton had referred to the treatment of 
camels as contrasted with the treatment of certain 
neurotic ladies. The treatment of animals had fallen to 
his lot, but, in spite of all the proposer of the toast had 
said, it had fortunately not been his lot to meet or treat 
neurotic ladies. The ladies that he had met with he bad 
always found particularly charming. (Laughter and 
Cheers). He thanked those present most sincerely for 
the hearty manner in which they had drunk his health. 
(Cheers) 

The Visitors. Maj. F. Hobday said there were many 
visitors present at the gathering, chief of whom were 
the family of the President, whose parents must be prond 
of the fact that he had been selected to occupy the 
position of honour in the Society which, notwithstanding 
what others would like to say, and perhaps would say in 
other places, was the largest Society of veterinary sur¬ 
geons in the British Isles. (Cheers). The visitors in¬ 
cluded Sir John Bland Sutton, a representative of the 
Royal College of Surgeons ; Mr. McKinna, the President 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, and Mr. 
Bullock, the Secretary ; representatives of the Service in 
the person of Maj. Duncan, and of the Colonial Forces 
in tne persons of Maj. Saunders and Capt. Gunn of 
Canada, and Maj. Murray-Jones and Capt. Leitch of 
Australia ; so that he was sure the members of the Cen¬ 
tral would agree that a selection of visitors had been 
made which was absolutely unequalled. The two gentle¬ 
men whose names he had the honour of coupling with 
the toast to reply were Col. John Gilruth and Maj. 
Saunders. (Cheers). Col. Gilruth, unfortunately for 
the profession, deserted it, and by his own merit became 
the Administrator of the Northern Territory of Austra¬ 
lia, which if not the largest was certainly the most 
troublesome of the Australasian States to govern. Col. 
Gilruth was his compatriot at college ; be was marked 
out there for something great, and that expectation had 
been completely fulfilled. It could be said without 
qualification that his personality founded the Veterinary 
Department of New Zealand. He subsequently founded 
the Veterinary Faculty of the University of Melbourne, 
where he put veterinary education on an absolutely se¬ 
cure basis; and afterwards, by certain work which he 
did in exploring the unknown parts of Australia—where 
be was once lost without any word of him for three 
weeks, and was given up by the Government—he became 
the Administrator of the Northern Territory, holding a 
place in the Legislature of the Australasian States. Maj. 
Saunders, whose name was also coupled with the toast, 
was also very well known to veterinary surgeons in this 
country. His courtesy and geniality as Professor at the 
Veterinary School in the University of Toronto made 
him very popular with his students, and it must have 
been a great sacrifice for him to join up for the war, 
leaving a lucrative practice and appointment to become 
an officer in the British Veterinary Corps. Before con¬ 
cluding he wished to say that the gentleman named 
* John/ who acted as assistant to the conjurer, would, it 
was hoped, become a member of the profession. (Cheers). 
When he did so, if the President of the Society did not 
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nuke him perform legerdemain in order to get members 
for the Central Society, and if the President of the 
R.C.V.S. did not give him a sovereign and demand that 
it should be turned into two thousand sovereigns, he 
thought they ought to be court-martial led. (Laughter and 
Cheers). 

CoL John Gilruth, who received a very hearty wel¬ 
come on rising, said he desired first of all to thank Maj. 
Hobday for his very flattering, but at the same time 
somewhat undeserved, remarks. Maj. Hobday deserved 
a certain degree of censure, not only for his untruthful¬ 
ness, but for his inaccuracy in certain respects in regard 
to which he would not enlighten those present, in the 
first place because it was not worth while, and in the 
second place becaused he desired to say something else. 
He desired to express his gratitude at being present at 
such a gathering. It was more years than he cared to 
remember since he attended a meeting of the Central 
Veterinary Society, but he remembered it well, and 
would always look back to it with pleasure. He assid¬ 
uously read the reports of the meetings, and always en¬ 
joyed them. He rarely read them without gaining some 
information, certainly of interest if not always of value 
to him in his present work. While listening to the tri¬ 
bute to the profession paid by his old friend Sir John 
Bland Sutton he felt prouder of it than he had ever done 
before, because Sir John was a man eminently qualified 
to size up the position. (Hear, hear). He had seen his 
own profession at work in the field ; he had seen all the 
other professions at work, and yet he had paid that 
tribute of praise to the veterinary profession, which, 
from all he bad read and heard of its work, was very 
well merited indeed. (Hear, hear). He had also listened 
to the speech of the President of the R.C.V.S. with a 
great deal of interest, and agreed with him when he re¬ 
ferred to the apathy that existed, not only on the part of 
the members of the profession in regard to its interests, 
but also the apathy of the public. Personally he attri¬ 
buted that greatly to the fault of the profession itself. 
It Hie prosession was not worth the interest of the pub¬ 
lic it would not get the interest of the public. He felt 
he had some degree of right to criticise, because when 
he went to New Zealand twenty-seven years ago he was 
theonly member of the profession in Government service 
Three years afterwards there were two ; within another 
two years there were six more ; within another two years 
four more; and within ten yeare he had a staff of 
twenty-six qualified men, all trained in this country, 
under him. (Cheers). Those positions had not previ¬ 
ously existed, and he had to send home, or come home 
for the men. He came home to get fifteen himself, and 
took away ten. He need not have employed one of them 
so far as the public of New Zealand were concerned ; he 
thought he could have sufficiently persuaded New Zea¬ 
land people that he could train men on the spot to do 
the work that was required. That would have oleased 
New Zealand from the parochial point of view, hut he 
preferred to have qualified veterinary surgeons because 
he thought they would do better work. He found, how¬ 
ever, to his regret, that they did not quite possess that 
broad training that he required, not only from the point 
of view of their profession but also in regard to that 
avoir faire and Knowledge of mankind which was so 
necessary in order to get in close touch with people 
and inspire their confidence. One reason of that wa 9 
the fact that the profession was trained in watertight 
compartments, namely the veterinary colleges. A 
student went into a veterinary college—he might be a 
farmer's son—and he came out as he went in, as Omar 
Khayyam said, because he was not rubbing shoulders 
with the young men who were going in for other pro¬ 
fessions. One of the great benefits of a University was 
pot only that it trained men for the work they had in 
life—the work by which they were to make their living, 


but it trained men by association with their fellow- 
student^ to be men of the world and to have that know¬ 
ledge of human nature to which he had referred. That 
was a moat important feature in life ; it enabled them 
to meet other men. In the veterinary profession particu¬ 
larly the students came to College ; they went back 
again to the country town from whence they came and 
were back amongst their old associates; ana, as a mem¬ 
ber of the profession said to him recently, a veterinary 
surgeon always seemed to think it was necessary to go 
in by the back door of the house and he did not seem to 
know there was a front door. That, in a great measure 
was his own fault. When he had the honour and 
privilege of helping to establish the veterinary faculty 
of the University of Melbourne he was consulted as to 
his ideas as to what should be done, and he immediately 
suggested that it should be made part of the University, 
and that the Institution should be in the University, 
utilising as far as possible every single professor in the 
University in the training of the veterinary students; 
that the veterinary students should mix with the science 
students—the physiological students and the medical 
students, particularly during the first two years of their 
curriculum. If he might particularise, in the enormous 
University of Edinburgh there was a teacher of veter¬ 
inary physiology, and cheek by jowl with him thera was 
a brilliant professor of physiology in the University 
whose lectures the veterinary student could not attend 
unless be paid an extra fee ; and the same sort of thing 
existed in other places. That ought not to be the case. 
The veterinary students ought to be mixed up with the 
other men, so that when they went out into life after¬ 
wards, or went abroad, they were part and parcel with 
them and could always associate with them, so that then 
no Question of the back door versus the front door 
would arise. 

That brought him to the point of the attitude of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons of Great Britain 
towards the Colonial graduate. He knew of a case in 
Melbourne of two brothers entering the University. 
They took the first year's science course together ; they 
both matriculated in the University ; and after the first 
year one elected to become a veterinary surgeon and the 
other to become a medical man. In due course, after 
five years, each received his degree, the one a Bachelor 
of Medicine and the other a Bachelor of Veterinary Sci¬ 
ence. They both elected to come home, and in the one 
case the medical man could treat the highest lady in the 
land without any more trouble, but the other could not 
treat a dog. That seemed to him to be an absurdity, 
and he hoped the President of the R.C.V.S. who was 
present, would remember that he had referred to it. It 
was a thing which affected the Colonial graduate in his 
feelings towards the profession in this country ; it did 
not particularly affect his pocket, but he was very anxious 
indeed to become as closely associated with the mem¬ 
bers of the profession in this country as possible. He 
looked up to the members of the R.C.V.S. at all times ; 
he was proud of being part of the profession, and on the 
whole he was a very able individual. He was very 
pleased indeed to hear from all sides a tribute paid to 
the work during the war of the Colonial graduates, in 
association with the members of the R.C.V.S. and 
R.A.V.C. (Cheers). 

Mai. C. G. Saunders, d.s.o., who also responded, said 
that during the war the Lion’s cubs certainly did respond 
to the call, and speaking as an unofficial representative 
of Canada, although an Englishman born, he thought he 
was right in saying that the veterinary profession in 
Canada certainly did their bit, just as much as any other 
part of the Canadian forces. (Cheers). There were 
always sufficient reinforcements for the Canadian V.C. 
to carry on with, and in addition the R.A.V.C. were very 
glad to receive their surplus men, a very great number 
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of whom received commands in the R.A.V.C. On the 
whole, he thought they had “held their end up.” 

Professsor Hobday had used the word “sacrifice.” No 
professional man could leave his practice or his appoint¬ 
ment without sacrifice, but he thought the end warranted 
it, and he did not think any Englisman or Canadian 
ever gave one thought to what he was losing. He 
volunteered because the Motherland called. As an 
Englishman in Canada, for a good many years before 
the war he had the feeling that the Dominions were 
more or less drifting apart from the Motherland ; not 
willingly or viciously, but because they were so busy 
developing the country and dealing with educational 
problems, especially the question of veterinary educa¬ 
tion. Owing to that they had very little time and no 
opportunity, considering the distance which separated 
the two countries, of knowing what the people in 
England or in Australia were doing. On the other hand, 
people in this country were so busy carrying on on their 
well-appointed and conservative lines that they did not 
bother about Canadians and Autralians. The war had 
had a very good effect in giving them an opportunity to 
get to know each other, which was the only way of get¬ 
ting rid of prejudice. Canadians regarded the R.C. V.S. 
as rather too conservative, but that idea had been 
more or less modified since they had got to know them 
better. A good many members of the R.C.V.S. appeared 
to have thought that because a man was a Colonial 
graduate he was not much good. He hoped that had 
now been disproved. (Cheers.) At any rate, they had 
done their best. The College with which he had been 
connected in the past had furnished a great number of 
men for the R A. V.C., some of them very good, some of 
them not so good, and some of them—well, the less said 
about them the better. He thought, however, that the 
same remarks would apply to any educational institu¬ 
tion. He thought he could say without boasting, how¬ 
ever, that they were up to the average, and any college 
which earnestly tried to turn out men well fitted for 
their life’s work was a good College. Both good and 
bad men would come out of it; that depended Entirely 
upon the individual. The reception they had given him 
had rather taken him off his feet, and he did not know 
how to thank those present for their kindness. He de¬ 
sired to say, however, that he hoped in the future to be¬ 
come a Member of the R.C.V.S. (Cheers). Whether he 
would manage to negotiate the course or not he did not 
know, but he was going to try, and even if he did not 
succeed he would have broadened his 'education, which 
after all was the main thing. Narrowness was tne curse 
of the veterinary profession, and he hoped that in the 
near future the veterinary educational bodies of the 
Motherland and the Dominions overseas would get to¬ 
gether and try and formulate some standard of what 
might be called “ basic education ” in veterinary science, 
so that when that was satisfactorily arranged a man who 
graduat'd in any part of the British Empire from an 
accredited College could go and hang his shield up any¬ 
where. It would depend upon himself whether ne got 
a living or not. Naturally the Local Committees would 
determine a good deal of what might be called the local 
training. For instance, some subjects which were em¬ 
phasised in England were not very much good to a roan 
in North America ; they were all right as an education, 
but as an asset there they did not amount to much. In 
the same way a man going to South Africa had to receive 
special training along particular lines of work, and the 
same remark applied to Australia * but if they could 
only get together on what might be called basic lines 
of education—the foundation, the other things would 
fall into line without any trouble at all. His one idea 
was that a M.R.C.V.S. or a F.R.C.V.S., or a B.V.Sc. of 


Toronto University, or a BV.8c. of Australia, should 
be free as a British subject to go and practice anywhere 
within the Empire. He thanked all present for the very 
hearty manner in which the toast had been drunk, and 
for the hospitality that had been accorded to the 
visitors. (Cheers). 

The toast of “ The Ladies ” was proposed by Mr. J. 
Willett, in a lively little speech, and suitably responded 
by Major Murray Jones. 

Hugh A. MacCormack, Hon. Bee. 


T 



Illustrating Mr. Nesting's case of Ventral Hernia. 
See p. 246. 


OBITUARY. 

George Currey, m.r.c.v.s., Capt. R.A.V.C. 

Graduated Edin : Dec. 1911. 
Died 15th Nov. Aged 35. 

Edward Beddard, f.r.c.v.s., Wolverhampton. 

Lond.: April 1867. 

Fellow April 1892. Died 19th Nov., aged 75. 

Robert H. Bird, m.r.c.v.s., Greeley, Colorado, U.S.A. 

Edin.: April 1873. 
Death took place at St. Anthony’s Hospital, Denver, 
Colorado, on October 26th as the result of venous haem¬ 
orrhage at the base of the brain, caused from an injury 
to the jaw received while vaccinating cattle. 

F. Davidson, Mains of Croy, Inverness shire. 

Edin.: May 1907. 

Mr. Davidson’s death occurred on Oct. 28th, the re¬ 
sult of an accident. Aged 37. 

Daunt Meadows, m.r.c.v.s., i.c.v.d., Sohawa, Punjab. 
Capt. Indian Army Reserve (Veterinary Branch). 

Lond.: July 1910. 


In the note on the death of the late Mr. C. Baxter, in 
our issue of 22nd inst., the rank was given as Captain. 
We are reminded that he was gazetted Major on March 
22nd last (dated Feb 28), and received the Territorial 
Decoration on Nov. 8th. We regret the omission. 

[A note on the career of Mr. Daunt Meadows and 
several other items are unavoidably held over.] 
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Whole-time Veterinary Inspection. 

Some still objeot to the idea of whole-time veter¬ 
inary inspection throughout the country, but it can 
hardly he doubted that the ohange is coming, It may 
oome gradually, by local authorities following the ex¬ 
ample that some are setting, or more suddenly by 
new legislation embracing the whole oountry. Soon¬ 
er or later, it seems inevitable, and it may well oome 
in the near future. Well organised, it should meet 
the national needs better than the present methods, 
and this the profession ought to recognise. 

Practitioners who are not part-time inspectors 
will probably generally welcome the change. It 
will remove a grievance which has always existed 
wherever part-time inspection was in force, and 
which, in some cases, has not been without justifi¬ 
cation. The case is different with the present part, 
time inspectors, some of whom will be seriously af¬ 
fected by the alteration. Those to whom it means 
most, however, will be among the strongest candi¬ 
dates for the first whole-time posts, and the rest 
must be prepared to sacrifice something for the 
national welfare. Almost all important changes, 
however beneficial to the majority, inevitably bear 
hardly upon some individuals. A system of whole¬ 
time veterinary inspection, adequately manned and 
well organised, would be immeasurably superior to 
any part-time one, and that consideration ought to 
Uver-ride all others. 

Mr. Hugh Begg, in his recent paper on the sub¬ 
ject, rightly laid it down that" to secure the greatest 
good for the greatest number will, and must, be the 
aim of every local authority." A correspondent 
to day quotes some of these words, and opines that 
“ so far as the veterinary profession is concerned 
the object would be obtained by “ giving each man a 
small slice instead of giving the whole to one man 
and an assistant." Apparently this states the old idea 
of allowing each man to be inspector for his own 
practice; but few who think out all that such a 
plan would ultimately entail, will fail to recognise 
it as an impossible dream. Further, the limitation 
of the term “ greatest good of the greatest number ” 
to the veterinary profession is utterly unjustifiable 
here. The term applies to the whole community 
which a given authority rules, and of which our 
profession is an insignificant fraction. The autho¬ 
rity's duty is, first, to put the profession to the 
best communal use; and second, to treat it justly 
in doing so. We expect the seoond duty to be ful¬ 
filled * we have no right to ask that the first should 

be ignored. I 


FERN POISONING. 

Major Storrar, t.d„ r.a.v.c. 

I am interested on reading notes on the subject 
by Messrs. Brown, Gardner and Mcguire. I am 
quite satisfied that Mr. Brown is correct in his diag¬ 
nosis. 

Some twenty years ago, I gave a detailed account 
of an extensive outbreak of fern poisoning in The 
Veterinary Journal , I have not now got copies of 
the journal in my possession so cannot give the 
date, but anyone possessing a complete series will 
find my report. At first I was in doubt as to the 
nature of the disease, and thought it might arise from 
some hedge-row or fungus poison, but ultimately I 
was quite satisfied that the outbreak was due to 
fern, It is not a common disease; it occurs only in 
very dry summers, such as we have just passed 
through, as cattle will not eat bracken unless they 
are starving for something green, and this is about 
the only thing they can find, as the fern persists in 
showing itself in the driest of weather, and the 
poisonous principle is said to be most active on the 
small curled frond just as it makes its appearance 
above ground. The analyst gave it as his opinion 
that the disease was of a poisonous nature due to 
the alkaloid Felicine. 

I am not now in general practice, but have heard 
of a good many cases this year, and in more than 
one instance have solved the (what is looked upon 
as mysterious) complaint. No treatment seemed to 
have any curative effect; the cases of young cattle 
all died. The cases exhibited extensive ulcers on the 
nostrils and udder; they went off milk but ultimate¬ 
ly pulled through. I changed all the young oattl^ 
grazing in the field together on to a field of after- 
math, but several died up to a month afterwards, 
thus showing the cumulative nature of the poison. 

About two years ago I was asked to give my 
opinion on a case that had been going on for some 
time between a farmer and a Corporation on whose 
sewage lands the farmer's cattle had been for a time. 
The farmer tried to make out a case of septicaemia 
from the sewage, but after hearing the history of the 
cases and the post-mortem appearances, I was able 
to convince both parties of the nature of the disease, 
and the case was settled out of Court, 

I will be pleased to give any other information 
either through your valuable paper or direct to any¬ 
one writing to me. 

Plas Newydd, D. M. Storrar, 

Crumlin, Mon. Dec. 4th. 
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The Liabilities of Yeterinart Surgeons engaged 
in Private Practice.* 

Henry B. Eve, m.r.o.v.s. 

The liabilities of a veterinary surgeon engaged in pri¬ 
vate practice are many, unfortunately, and no matter 
how careful one may be in endeavouring to steer clear 
of all accidents, and litigious clients, sooner or later one 
finds oneself awkwardly placed and in a tight corner. A 
veterinary surgeon may or may not be able to extricate 
himself, or come off only second best, and have to face a 
County Court Judge for damages brought against him 
by a client for assumed wrongful treatment, or neglect 
of an animal placed under his care, and appear as a de¬ 
fendant. 

It is extraordinary at times to find what quite unfore¬ 
seen sequelae may follow even simple procedure in vet¬ 
erinary practice^ and produce disastrous results. I have 
met witn many m my time, but have, fortunately, man¬ 
aged to wriggle out of them up to date, without the aid 
of the National Veterinary Mutual Detence Association, 
which I suggest everyone in practice should join, as a 
protection to himself, if only for this reason. For I con¬ 
tend that litigious clients could do very little indeed if 
they were unable to obtain professional evidence to back 
them up with their cases which, unfortunately, is only 
too easy to get; there are many vets, ever ready to give 
expert evidence against a professional brother. Another 
factor which aids and abets the cranky client, is the 
veterinary surgeon—the shining expert, who openly 
boasts that no accident or unforeseen incident ever oc¬ 
curs in his large practice. Now I maintain that a prac¬ 
titioner can legally only be expected to possess ordinary 
skill and powers of observation ; that is the skill that he 
is expected to bring to bear on his patient, and 1 hold 
that no man, however smart he may be is u infallible ” 
in either his diagnosis or treatment. He simply does his 
best. What more can he do ? If he fails to enre his 
patient or to give satisfaction to his client, well, in the 
generality of cases that is his misfortune—certainly not 
his fault. In order to succeed in an action for negligence, 
the plaintiff must prove beyond all reasonable doubt to 
the satisfaction of the Judge or Jury, as the case mav 
be, that the V.S. attending either did something which 
he ought not to have done, or omitted to do something 
which he ought to have done, and was negligent, and 
faifed to take all reasonable care in the performance of 
his duties This is the view usually taken by the Judge 
in finding an adverse verdict. 

I have endeavoured to group the headings of liabilities 
roughly as follows :— 

An accident happening during the procedure af :— 

The examination of horses as to soundness. 

The performance of operations, and eccidents arising 
from casting, etc. 

Employment of anaesthetics local and general. 

Liability in connection with the medical treatment of a 
case (e.g. wrong treatment, or neglect to visit often 
enough through long distance ; as colt after castration). 
The administration of medicines 
Accidents arising from balling, drenching, hypodermic 
injection—intravenous ; errors due to an assistant— 
giving wrong medicine—unqualified man sent. 
Untoward results from counter-irritation :— 
fa) Blistering, (b) Firing, (c) Action of a purgative 
(d) Venesection. 

* Read at the meeting at Maidstone. 


Liability of those who keep shoeing forges (pricking re¬ 
sults, or maltreatment of animal difficult to shoe by 
attendant). 

Opinion as to pregnancy in cows, etc. 

Opinion asked as to date of death of calf or foal by In¬ 
surance Companies. 

Inspection of racehorses at meetings ; (opinion asked by 
stewards as to being doped or not. Inspection of ani¬ 
mals at markets, for effects of lightning ; giving cer¬ 
tificates). 

Giving Police certificates under the Injured Animal's 
Act (Street Accidents) 1911. 

Animals (Notification of Disease) Order 1910—omit¬ 
ting to notify disease to Inspector of the local autho¬ 
rity. 

The dangers and pitfalls of “ hasty diagnosis ” of frac¬ 
tures and hopeless cases of spinal injury (apparent) 
broken back, etc. 

Certifying cattle free from tuberculosis for exportation. 
Opinion asked as to the presence of foreign bodies in 
the bovine reticulum. 

Opinion asked as to animals, horses, cattle, sheep, swine 
being affeted with rabies. 

Omitting to give a dose of anti-tetanus serum when 
treating a wound, and tetanus resulting. 

The escape of a dog from an infirmary or in quarantine, 
failing to get a license from owners to produce for in¬ 
spection of Police or Inland Revenue Officers. Claim 
for dog’s carcase after death, body removed to public 
destructor, or buried ere notifying owner. 

Failing to detect the presence of a retained placenta es¬ 
pecially in the mare. 

Failing to diagnose anthrax, sheep-scab, foot-and-mouth 
disease, parasitic mange, glanders, epizootic-lymphan- 
gitit, contagious abortion, sheep-pox, dourine, conta¬ 
gious venereal tumours in stud dogs. 

Omitting to examine for the vermiform appendix being 
present or not in pedigree rams for exportarlon. 

Exam, as to soundness. Horse injured slipping up in 
the street when riding, afraid of traffic ; omitting to 
ausculate, take pulse, temperature. Failing to notice 
certain defects at the time of examination, (bi&hoping of 
teeth, nasal gleet, odd feet, seedy toe. incipient navicu¬ 
lar, ringbone, splints, quidding, coughing, poll-evil scars, 
spavins, coarse nocks, curbs, stringnalt): not removing 
shoes—corns present and lameness results ; sai d crack, 
covered up and missed ; shivering, crib-biting and wind¬ 
sucking, weaving, grunting, whistling, thick-winded, 
broken-winded ; been faked, and not discovered until 
too late, especially defective eyesight; (heart disease), 
deafness, paralysis of the tail, or rectum. Neurectomy, 
especially median, having been performed. 

Performance of operations. Casting and securing 
animal for castration, fracture, broken back, rupture of 
heart or diaphragm, radial paralysis resulting, latter due 
to animal being kept a long time down, with head bent 
round, thereby causing undue shoulder pressure on the 
radial nerve plexus. 

Rupture of the oesophagus from passing probang 
standing in the horse, or cow. Make sure that no ama¬ 
teur has had a try first and done the trick ere your 
arrival, and you get the blame. 

Omitting to examine heart ere giving, and a condition 
of status lymphaticus being present the patient dies: 
the above conditions not being diagnoseable daring life, 
and only discovered at P.M. 

Local. Inj. cocaine for diagnosis of lameness, opera¬ 
tions. Poisoning and fracture results. 

Medical Administrations. Accidents from balling, 
animal struggles against delivery and ball gets crossed in 
upper part of gullet, and causes distress bordering on 
choking. From drenching (pneumonia results and death). 
From hyp. im. needle breaking, abscesses forming, aod 
pyaemia resulting from non-aseptic precautions, unto- 
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ward results from counter-irritation, blistering, firing, 
action of purgative ball. 

Blistering. Cantharides poisoning, blood poisoning, 
hysteria, tetanus resulting. 

Firing too deep and sloughing of the skin result. 

Purgative, super-purgation, enteritis and laminitis re¬ 
sulting. 

Venesection. Phlebitis, entrance of air into the vein, 
causing death, producing syncope, thrombus, embolism 
of the pulmonary artery, or gaseous embolism of the 
cerebral arteries. Toxic dose 8 litres. Danger limit, 1 
litre. 

Opinion as to Pregnancy.— Veterinary surgeons are 
often asked to give their opinion on this condition 
which is often extremely difficult to determine, unless 
the animal is in an advanced stage. Often the usual 
procedure adopted—abdominal palpation, touch and 
sight, auscultation, rectal and vaginal exploration, 
exercise and draught of cold water—give no clue satis¬ 
factory. Some authorities assert that a cow pregnant 
has a short tight cough which is diagnostic, (Thompson, 
Aspatria) and which disappears only when it calves. 
However, a cough may arise through reflex action from 
the presence of parasites in the stomach or liver, and 
from irritation of the womb during the process of irri¬ 
gation after removal of stinking placenta ; if water be 
a little too hot when pvmped in, animal coughs at once, 
but it is even more pronounced even when cold water 
is injected. 

The Live Stock Journal is quoted in the German and 
Italian Veterinary Journals as giving a new method, 
vis., a drop of milk from the animal under consideration 
is dropped from a clean straw into a tumbler of water ; 
then if the cow is not in calf the milk at once mixes 
with the water, with a flocculent cloudiness ; whereas 
if pregnant the drop falls to the bottom of the glass 
with hardly any mixing. This method may be new to 
Europe but is practised in India, and has been for ages, 
and is so empirically correct that in cases of dispute, 
when rejecting pregnant animals produced for slaughter, 
butchers regard it as a practical test, and refuse to buy. 

Agglutination of the tflood Corpuscles is stated to be 
diagnostic (Journal of American Medical Association, 
April 15th, 1918), by medical practitioners in the case 
of pregnant women. It states that citrated blood from 
pregnant women showed a much more prononnced and 
much more rapid sedimentation of the red corpuscles 
than the citrated blood of non-pregnant women. The 
stability of the suspension of blood corpuscles is more 
pronounced in men than in women, and the stability is 
materially reduced in pregnancy. This test may prove 
auseful aid to us in diagnosing difficult cases, and seems 
worthy of a trial. 

Twitching of Vulva Pathognomic of Foetal death .— 
U.S.A.T.V. Medicine (1).—It is a common occurrence to 
be called in to attend cows heavy in calf and presenting 
syetems of a doubtful character. These cases in cows 
are always important from the standpoint of their effect 
on the reputation of the attending V.S. ; any error in 
diagnosis, and wrong* treatment usually results in dis¬ 
aster for the Vet., even if not for the cow. A variety 
of pathological conditions within the uterus present very 
complex symptoms, and it requires considerable experi¬ 
ence to classify them correctly. There is, however, one 
symptom in this class of cases, which it is said can 
generally be depended upon—the rapid, sometimes 
"chorea-like twitching of the vulva” when the foetus is 
dead and begins to undergo degenerative changes while 
the “ Os uteri ” is closed, when accompanied T>y fever, 
anorexia, and other usual symptoms. This sign is 
doubly valuable as an aid to diagnosis, because usually 
a putrid foetus is retained, and only rarely expelled 
spontaneously at the end of gestation period. All 
practitioners recognise the gravity of this condition. It 


must, of course, be understood that it would be of no 
value and has no bearing on cases of foetal death at the 
close of gestation resulting from dystokia, but only 
when death and degeneration occur while os uteri is 
closed. 

Opinion as to date of death of Calf or Foal for 
Insurance Co.-Claim (U.S.A.) 

Examine the Cornea; if it is transparent and cannot 
be depressed by the finger, indicates death with 24 
hours. 

If Cornea has lost its transparency and is easily de¬ 
preseed and has white opaque patches on its surface, it 
indicates that it has been dead several days. 

If Cornea is opaque all over, it has been dead quite 8 
days. 

Tuberculin Test: Pasteur v. British.— The reason 
why some clients for exportation demand the use of 
Pasteur and do not accept British. Liability of veteri¬ 
nary surgeon, who gives Certificates free from Tuber¬ 
culosis, when animal is found to react in Buenos Aires 
when retested on arrival, and is returned to seller. 

Skin Tuberculin Test: —Valine Alfort, has communi- 
catrd to the Academy of Science results of experiments 
of Tuberculin administered hyp. on scarified skin : he 
says if the scarification is as deep as possible without 
fetching blood, the reaction is intense, it appears like a 
warty tubercle, and lasts from ten to twenty days. More¬ 
over, that cattle will react again if a few weeks intervene 
between the operation, and that the subcutaneous iqj. 
of tuberculin a few days previously does not prevent a 
reaction, for in five bullocks which gave a marked re¬ 
action the test had previously reacted well. 

Jntradermal (U.S.A.). — Injection is made with a 
medium-sized sterilized needle under the skin surface, 
3 or 4 drops give a reaction—a hard painful swelling 
which persists from 5—10 days, even sometimes extends 
to upper surface of tail. If swelling is a septic infec¬ 
tion, is a soft one; extends along the tail and passes 
away sooner. A positive reaction reaches its height on 
the Srd day. 

Vet. Inspection at Open Markets. —Some difficulties 
in the diagnosis of disease in animals in open markets 
are well known to those employed on such missions, and 
may be divided into two sections:—Inspection under 
the Diseases of Animals 1 Acts, and the various Orders 
made by the Board of Agriculture. (21 the inspection of 
such for the protection of public health in the preven¬ 
tion of the sale of diseased animals for the food of man. 

Under the first heading the V.S. is appointed to 
inspect a market, usually chiefly for pigs, with a view 
to detection of swine fever, and nothing further is done. 
This applies to the majority of markets, and the Dis¬ 
eases of Animals 1 Acts do not make it compulsory for a 
Local Authority to have a V.S. present at the Live 
Stock Market 

(2) Isn't it infra dig to have to be appointed an 
Inspector of Nuisances ere able to inspect Carcases 1 

The Methods of Diagnosis in Live Stock Markets .— 
One has to rely on sight and touch; percussion and 
auscultation are not practicable. However, a knowledge 
of the districts from which the animals come, and tne 
diseases most frequently met with in animals from these 
districts, plays a very considerable part in one’s success 
—or otherwise, in diagnogis. 

The Common Diseases met with. —Tuberculosis^ohne’s, 
Actinomycosis and parasitic conditions—mange, sheep 
scab, etc. 

Remarks. —In view of the Tuberculosis Order, I 
suggest as important the definition of the emantiated 
animals exposed for sale, and “ neat " and store cattle, 
in a public market I maintain that Vet. Inpectors 
should have the power to detain for examination any 
animal which appears diseased or nnwell, and that these 
animals should be placed in properly equipped lairs and 
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kept at the Local Authority’s expense until a complete 
examination is made. I also hold that it is desirable to 
have separate markets for fat and store cattle in the 
interests of all concerned. 

The Vagaries of Lightning Stroke. Symptoms:—If 
not killed instantaneously, animal appears dazed, unable 
to lift its head off the ground, eyes are bloodshot and 
prominent, head is swollen ; monoplegia, paraplegia or 
total paralysis present. Sometimes permanent blind- 
nesB results. Often there are no external marks present, 
and we may have to rely on the history of the case—a 
vivid storm known to have taken place in the vicinity. 
There may be an odour of singeging, noticeable on ap¬ 
proaching the animal, which is generally found in a 
peculiar posture; sheep kneeling on one leg as if 
grazing, or on their backB. Rigor mortis vagaries are 
possibly explained by the supposition that the body is 
charged with “ negative ” electricity at one time and 
11 positive ” at another. 

Postmortem Lesions. —Lesions vary according to the 
intensity and direction of the current that strikes the 
animal. The changes in cadaver are engorgement of 
venous system with dark fluid blood, non-coagulation, 
except blood clots present in heart at times, incomplete 
Rigor mortis , rapid decomposition of carcase. Ecchy- 
mosis present in the internal organs. Microscopical 
examination of blood shows the red corpusles with 
crenated edges, while the colouring matter (haemoglobin) 
is dissolved, giving the cell a very pale aspect. There 
is a visible dearth of white cells. Microscopical exam¬ 
ination of nerve tissue may show haemorrages destruction 
or degeneration. Regurgitation of food is present, as 
witnesed by the nasal discharge of ingesta, ana occasion¬ 
ally rectal Haemorrhage is noticeable. 

Doping in Race-Horses. —The chief feature is variation 
in the usual health of horse, and the symptoms vary 
according to the dope used and Veterinarian’s know¬ 
ledge of the actions of the drug used—e.gr., Morphia, 
Heroin, Choral, Cocaine, Strychnine, Aconite, Arsenic, 
Gelsanium. The V.S. must rely to a great extent on 
his power of observation, and be as alert as he can in 
detecting the true cause. The practitioner should never 
be rash in giving an opinion that the patient has been 
doped or poisoned. A sterilized swab may be taken of 
the saliva as an aid to diagnosis, and await results of 
analysis. 

“ Doping ” and the Researches of Messrs. Bru and 
Roberts and Dr. Luigi Orlando, (French V.S., and 
Italian V.S.). 

Drugs used. —Heroin, Morphia, Cocaine. 

Methods of Administration. —Hypodermic, oral, and 
rectal; the former is usually the method employed, as 
it is more easily done, and acts more rapidly. 

Effects. These drugs, which affect the nervous system, 
all work much in the same way. Theyjbegin by increas¬ 
ing, and end by paralysing the activity of particular 
nerve centres. Each of these phases is long or short, 
according to the dose given, and the kind of animal un¬ 
der treatment. The first effect is stimulation, then de¬ 
pression. Hyp. injections can only be depended on to 
work for a specified time. If the dose is too strong, 
marked depression and adynamia sooner or later ensue. 
Dial and rectal absorption is slower, and more variable, 
being dependent on the emptiness of the “ intestines ” at 
the time. 

Heroin and Morphia. Through repeated experiments 
an expert doper knows the exact dose which the horse 
can profitably carry. This varies greatly with individual 
animals. The administration can be timed to a nicety 
for the duration of the race, and to last out the public 
appearance of the horse. Afterwards when the reaction 
sets in, the privacy of the stable sees the poor animal’s 
collapse. He refuses all food, drinks only water, heart 
beats only feebly, and pulse is imperceptible. The ap¬ 


petite remains capricious, often for four days, after the 
symptoms abate. 

Symptoms ( Over-dose). The action is automatic, the 
gaze is fixed, tail raised, muscles are contracted, hvper- 
aesthesia is very evident; the ordinary sounds of the 
stable are sufficient to awaken uncontrollable reflex mani¬ 
festations, salivary secretion is diminished, mouth is dUy 
although drink is refused. At the point of injection 
“ local sweating ” is noticed which “persists.” This be¬ 
trays the fact of doping having been practised. The 
horse’s automatic, violent, blind gallop tells its own tale 
and aids diagnosis. 

Antidote. Purgative and sedative, pilocarpine (hyp. 
inj.). Pilocarpine is also an effective antidote for rabid 
saliva, as proved by experiment of Remlinger. 

Cocaine. This drug is much used ; its effects are 
more transient, and its administration therefore demands 
even more exactitude than heroin or morphia, as the in¬ 
jection can only be depended on to work for a specified 
time. 

Symptoms. Great flow of saliva, sweating, first local¬ 
ised at the point of injection, dilated pupils, Hyper-exci¬ 
tability noticeable even at a distance when approaching 
the animal. 

(Overdose.) Ears pricked, licking of the lips, mouth 
filled with frothy fluid ; voluntary muscles become vio¬ 
lently convulsed in fits, and animal falls down. The 
limbs and jaws are most affected. Horse sometimes 
stamps so violently as to fracture the phalanges when 
there is ostitis present. 

Saliva testing. Frode’s testing preparation reveals 
heroin and morphia, whereas Fereira-da-Silva’s re-agent 
detects cocaine. The saliva tests employed by Kaufman 
an Austrian, are kept secret, lest they should be counter¬ 
acted, and have been adopted in France and Italy. 

Cocaine Antidote. Pot. bromide ; morphia (hyp. inj.) 

Acting as hon. V.S. at Horse Shows. My own view 
is that a V.S. acting in an official capacity at a local 
show is more likely to derive harm than not. I contend 
that all veterinary inspectors, should be well paid men, 
not in private practice in the neighbourhood of the show 
at any rate • then if they reject an animal competing for 
the Shire Horse Society, Hunter or Hackney medal, the 
vet’s, unfavourable decision is quite immaterial: he can 
put up with the owner’s wrath, and need not fear the 
consequences. 

Dog Shows. Certificates on “ Trimmed dogs ” asked 
for. A V.S. should decline to decline to give one as it 
is not a vet surgeon’s point at all, but one for the judge 
to decide, in my opinion. Disease only concerns us, not 
faking in any manner by an exhibitor. 

Gentlemen, I will now leave the matter with you. I 
trust that we shall have a good discussion. I am quite 
aware of the weakness of my remarks, and I thank you 
for the kind way in which they have been received. If 
they lead to a good debate I shall be delighted, and 
whatever faults of omission I may have made, I now 
leave for some of you to fill in. 

Discussion, 

The Chairman remarked that large numbers of 
veterinary surgeons who had been in practice many 
years bad not been exposed to any trouble by litigious 
clients. They were all liable to make mistakes, but as 
a rule a practitioner, for his own reputation’s sake, was 
careful to a degree. If any member of their Association 
was threatened with an action for any unfortunate 
mistake he might have made, he thought they ought to 
help him in every way they could, and prevent injury 
to his professional reputation which would necessarily 
follow if he were brought into a Court of Law. The 
Chairman went on to say that only one action had been 
brought against himself during ms professional career, 
and that this was not due to his own negligence. On a 
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Saturday a dog—a bitch in heat—was brought to his 
place, and as it was not properly secured by his man, it 
escaped, and some time afterwards it had puppies. He 
had a sclicinors letter asking for £20 as compensation 
for the owner, but he took no notice of it. The sum of 
£10 was then demanded, and then it went down to £5. 
He was still obdurate, and was eventually served with a 
summons to attend the Court. He fought the case, and 
there were solicitors, barristers and witnesses on both 
Bides. He lost his case, the judge holding that the dog 
was sent to him with a specific purpose—to take care of 
7-and that extra care should have beeen taken to see that 
it did not escape from his premises. Judgement for 
£10 v as given against him, and with the costs he had 
to pay a total sum of £72 odd. That was a rather 
expensive mishap. He thanked Mr. Eve for his very 
interesting paper, and hoped that it would elicit the full 
discussion it deserved. 

The Secretary stated that his experience of the 
liabilities of veterinary surgeons had been in respect of 
his inspection work. In his first case, enclosed with 
some account forms, for which be had applied was a 
notice to attend a sale of swine at a farm in the district. 
Not requiring the forms for immediate use, the package 
was put on one side. A few days later, waiting a certain 
time, the auctioneer motored down for him, and the 
swine were inspected with not very much delay. How¬ 
ever the owner, dissatisfied with the price bis pigs 
realised, attributed a considerable loss to the delay in 
the arrival of the Inspector. He took the matter into 
court but those present stated they were quite satisfied 
the owner had obtained full value for his swine, and 
being unable to prove any loss he had to pay the cost of 
the proceedings. 

The second case, which did not enventuate to law, 
occured in connection with war work, whilst acting for 
other veterinary surgeons. Several days after a market 
inspection, the Medical Officer of Health seized the 
carcase of a pig which he stated was affected with 
jaundice and had been so affected at the time it was 
exposed at market. He was reported to the County 
Authorities as negligent, in very uncomplimentary 
terms. His reply was that so far as he was aware no 
such pig as described uy the Medical Officer had passed 
the market. Afterward, on reflection, he pictured an 
imaginary case, a black Kent pig, lop-eared and with 
customary pigmented sclerotics, and he would be glad 
to be informed of an infallible method of diagnosing 
jaundice in Buch an animal by ordinary market inspection. 

Mr. Burton: Had you diagnosed jaundice, what 
power had you, as inspector, to Keep the animal out of 
the market 1 

The Secretary : None whatever, provided that I 
did not suspect it of swine fever, and that was the 
other part of my defence to the Authorities. He con¬ 
sidered it was a gross act of discourtesy on the part of 
the Medical Officer, who saw the Market Manager and 
Auctioneer, but could not call on the Veterinary 
Inspector who was regularly attending the market, to 
obtain his opinion. Subsequently he was approached 
in the mprket by the Sanitary Inspector, but he feared 
he got no further information from him other than that 
he was unable to hold a favourable opinion of the 
Medical officer. 

Mr. Burton said it showed the necessity for the 
inspection of meat by qualified veterinary surgeons. 
He strongly advocated a National system of meat in¬ 
spection by qualified veterinary surgeons. In his own 
district there was no meat inspection at the present 
time. 

Mr. Wilson in personally thanking Mr. Eve for his 
excellent paper, remarked, amid laughter, that his friend 
knew a great deal more than he did thirty years ago, 
when they first met. 


Mr. Crowhurst stated that some time ago a client of 
his had a serious outbreak of anthrax among his animals, 
and it continued for some time. He at last advised his 
client not to pay any rent for the field in which the ani¬ 
mals were, as he had lost several colts and bullocks. The 
owner threatened to bring an action against him for loss 
of this rent, but he ultimately dropped it, as the loss had 
been so serious to the farmer. He (Mr. Crowhurst) asked 
his client what he did with this dangerous field. He re¬ 
plied “ haysd it.” He next asked what he did with the 
hay, and he answered “ I sold it.” 

On another occasion Mr. Crowhurst said he was in¬ 
specting in a market for foot-and-mouth disease, and he 
ordered one of the animals out of the market. He was 
threatened with an action, and they got Prof. Pritchard 
and other veterinary surgeons down the same night. 
They, however, would not give an opinion until the fol¬ 
lowing morning, when they gave it as their opinion that 
it was actually a case of foot-and-mouth disease. The 
owner threatened to ruin him (Mr. Crowhurst) but he 
did’nt manage it, and was now dead. (Laughter). These 
c^ses, at the time, were not pleasant, especially where, 
as in the last case, he had five veterinary surgeons against 
him. If a veterinary surgeon did his duty he must not 
wait for actual proof of foot-and-mouth disease. He 
must run a certain amount of risk, but if he used all 
reasonable care it followed as a matter of course that he 
would be exonerated. He had never had a summons 
brought against him ; he had had several threats like 
those be had mentioned. He should not hesitate to ac¬ 
cept the responsibility for the refusal to pass an animal 
if he thought it was suffering from disease, because it 
was better to exclude an animal from a market in a mis¬ 
take than run the risk af admitting one which might 
cause widespread disease. 

Mr. Morris said that if a veterinary inspector wrote 
a certificate to the effect that, in his opinion, an animal 
was suffering from a disease under the Contagious Dis¬ 
eases (Animals) Act of 1894, (which governed all the Acts 
and Orders of the Board of Agriculture) this must be 
taken as conclusive evidence in a Court of Law. Some 
time ago, two veterinary surgeons were going to give 
evidence against him and say that a horse had not got 
mange. They obtained a smart lawyer and told him 
(the speaker) they were going to “ play hell with him.” 
But he was not required to give evidence at all at the 
Court. The Chairman of the magistrates had got a copy 
of the Act, and after reading the paragraph relating to 
the certificate, he said : “ It is no good your.coming ; nere 
to say that the horse has not got the mange.” This cer¬ 
tificate was, therefore, a protection. 

A Member : Does the certificate also protect the prac¬ 
titioner in regard to a case of anthrax ? 

Mr. Morris : If you say that, in your opinion, anthrax 
existed and it was afterwards found it did not exist, no 
one can sue you. That certificate clears you. An in¬ 
spector under the Diseases of Animals Acts is absolutely 
infallible. 

Mr. Dier narrated his experience in regard to a sup¬ 
posed case of rabies, the supposed victim being a cat! 
On making enquiries he found that the cat had oeen in 
the place some years and had never been in the habit of 
roaming away. The owner said it went for him and he 
(Mr. Dier) asked whether he had been bitten. He re¬ 
lied that he had, and showed two little scratches on his 
and. He came to the conclusion that it was not a case 
of rabies, and told the owner he should not report it. 
The owner Baid his medical officer insisted on its being 
reported, otherwise he would write to the Board himselr. 
He (Mr. Dier) said to the owner “If you are so nervous, 
I will send the head of the cat to the Board and say it 
was the owner’s wish I should do so.” It was according¬ 
ly sent, and he (Mr. Dier) made a post-mortem and found 
in the cat’s stomach two freshly-killed mice. Undoubt- 
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edly it had had these hidden in its basket and this ac¬ 
counted for its behaviour when approached. He waited 
seven days and got a reply from tne Board to say that 
rabies did not exist in tne cat. A week later the Board 
wrote to the County Council stating that they were satis¬ 
fied that rabies did not exist, and asking them not to 
send any similar portions up to them in future as it put 
them to unnecessary trouble. 

Mr. Eve suggested, in view of a case which recently 
came under his notice, that it would be interesting to 
get the opinion of the members present as to how early 
wind-sucking among horses might develop. 

A Member : A horse might be a wind-sucker to-mor¬ 
row and yet sound to-day. 

Mr. Eve : That is what I contend. 

Other members concurred in this. 

Mr. Dunkin referring to “roarers” gave some inter¬ 
esting facts with regard to a number of army horses 
which were found to have developed this malady. After 
a thorough investigation the veterinary surgeons he said, 
came to the conclusion that this complaint was caused 
by something in the food, which contained some toxin. 
Before this fact was discovered unfortunately a number 
of these roarers had been destroyed. 

The Chairman thought the Association should come 
to some definite understanding as to whether they should 
assist a member who, however carefnl he might be, 
might be subjected to annoyance by a threatened prose¬ 
cution. In such a case as that he, personally, would like 
to see the matter referred to a sub-Committee of the 
Association, consisting of three or four members, who 
could, if necessary, call a meeting of the Association to 
decide whether they should take the matter up on behalf 
of the threatened member He, of course, would not 
suggest that the Association should back up a member 
if they found he was absolutely in the wrong. 

Mr. Eve proposed a resolution in accordance with the 
Chairman’s suggestion, pointing out that the Associa¬ 
tion’s help would be invaluable to a member—especially 
a nervous member—if he had to go before a Court of 
Law. 

Mr. Bell seconded, and the resolution was earned. 

It was decided that the Annual Meeting be held at 
Tunbridge Wells in January, due notices of which will 
be given to the members. 

H. P. Hooben, Hon. Sec. 


Yorkshire and North Midland 
Veterinary Associations. 

A joint meeting was held at Sheffield on Friday, July 
26tb. 

Most of the day was taken up by a series of operations, 
which by the kindness of Mityor Joseph Abson, D.S.O., 
were conducted at his Veterinary Establishment, 53, 
Norfolk Street, Sheffield. 

In addition to Major Abson, the following Members 
of the Profession were present:— 

Messrs. Abson’ Doncaster ; Ackroyd, Halifax ; Arm- 
fielJ, Sheffield ; Barber, Bowes, Bowman, Leeds : Bibby, 
Winsford ; Bowett, Worksop ; J. H. Carter, Burnley ; 
Carter, Keighley : Campbell, Boroughbridge ; Clark¬ 
son, Garfortn ; King Clark, Chesterfield ; Collinson, 
South Anston ; Crawford, Leeds ; Davidson, Wetherby ; 
Dawes, Junr., West Bromwich ; Deighton, Selbv; Ed¬ 
mondson, Harrogate: Fletcher, Sheffield ; Furness, 
Alfreton ; Giblin, Rochdale : Green, Nottingham • Hal- 
lilay, Dewsbury : Hobday, London ; Hodgman, Barns¬ 
ley; Hudson, Retford; Johnson, Beighton ; Jones, 
Towvn ; Jones, Doncaster ; Laycock, Sheffield ; Lazin- 
Tadcaster : Lindsay. Dumfries : Wynn Lloyd, Car¬ 
narvon ; Lloyd, Sheffield ; Locke, Manchester; Ludlow, 
Mansfield; Marrison, Bakewell; M* 9011 - McCarmick, 


Leeds; McKinna, Huddersfield; McLaren, Beverley ; 
Dr. Me. I. McCall, London; Messrs. Murg&troyd, 
Nixon, Sheffield ; Pearson, Chesterfield ; Pitts, Brad¬ 
ford ; Pollard. Wakefield; Pollock, York; Powley, 
Sutton Coldfield : Pratt, Northallerton : Roberts, Pwll¬ 
heli ; Robinson, Barnsley ; Sampson, Sheffield ; Smith, 
Barnsley; Somereset, Chesterfield; Sumner, Junr., 
Liverpool j Thompson, Torrance, Sheffield; Vine, 
Settle; Weighton, Hull; Weston, York; Wharam, 
Leeds ; Wheatcroft, Wentworth ; Whitehead, Batley; 
and Woodrow, Gople. 

Apologies for absence were received from the follow¬ 
ing :— 

Messrs. Drabble, Bradford ; Ellison, Hamilton, Harro- 

f fcte; Hayes, Sherburn-in-Elmet; H. Nixon .Sheffield ; 

impson, Ripon ; Southall, Driffield ; J, W. Tainsh, 
Grimsby ; and H. Walpole, York. 

The first operation, painless castration standing, was 
performed by Mr. R. Hudson, F.R.C.V.S., Retford. 

A two-year-old colt had been selected, and he was 
placed in the usual standing operation position by the 
side of a wall and ensuring a good light. A twitch 
having been applied, the scrotum was examined and 
found normal. It was then wiped with the end of a 
towel wrung out in a solution of Izal. Using a 10 c.c. 
hypodermic syringe with an ordinary needle, 6 c.c. of 
tne anaesthetic were taken up. Halved by the rod on 
the piston rod, 3 c.c. were injected into each testicle. 
The needle, steadied by the point of the finger, pene¬ 
trated the testicle at the side and about halfway up, so 
that the point reached the centre of the epididymis, and 
part of the injection was given. The needle was then 
withdrawn about an inch, pressed in a forward direction, 
again withdrawn and pressed into the rear' of the 
testicle, an injection of the solution taking place 
at each point. The needle was again withdrawn and 
the same procedure carried out on the other testicle, 
both injected areas being gently massaged between the 
thumb and fingers for about a minute. Three or four 
minutes were then allowed to elapse, the time being 
taken up preparing the instruments and washing the 
operators hands. Having placed clams, scissors and 
knife ready in the pail of antiseptic solution, the knife 
was taken in the right hand, and the off-side testicle 
gripped firmly with the left hand, an incision then made 
in tne scrotum about the length of the testicle, and the 
latter exposed. The near-side testicle followed in the 
same manner. Steel clams of a special pattern were 
next applied to the near-side testicle well up on the 
cord, and the testicle removed with a pair of scissors 
about three-quarters to one inch from the clam blade, 
care being taken not to stretch the cord too much or 
the portion left may be too short to obtain a good sear. 
With the actual cautery a point below red heat, the end 
of the cord was seared slightly on the vascular and non- 
vascular parts, the latter not being neglected because 
any oozing of the blood into the scrotum is against 
good results. The end of the spermatic artery was 
plainly visible and was watched to see that it became 
occluded, and when thought safe the clam was gently 
opened and closed three times as a test of safety; no 
escape of blood then occurring, the clam was removed 
and placed upon the other cord. Having removed both 
testicles, the wounds were washed out with the Izal 
solution and examined to see that they were of good 
size for drainage, and enlarged when necessary. A little 
antiseptic ointment was inserted well up to the ends of 
the cord and worked about the inside of the scrotum 
with the fingers. The animal stood perfectly still during 
the whole time of the operation, and appeared to be 
quite unaware that the operation was taking place. 

The next operation was the castration of a Dull and a 
ram by the Italian method, the first named by Mr. W. 
A. Campbell, m.r.c.v.8., Boroughbridge; the second 
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by other Veterinary Surgeons under Mr. Campbell’s 
supervision. 

The Italian method of castration is performed with 
the Burdizzo castrator. Its great recommendation is its 
safety and simplicity. As no wound is made, weather 
conditions and dirty surroundings may be disregarded. 
Owing to the position and shape of the testicles, it can 
only be used in cattle and sheep, although Mr. Campbell 
stated that he had also used it with satisfactory results 
on goats. It works on the principle that the spermatic 
cord is easier crashed than the outer skin. The result 
of crushing the cord is to cut off the blood supply to the 
testicle, causing the latter in a few weeks time to com¬ 
pletely atrophy. 

The third operation was the administration of chloro¬ 
form to a horse in the standing position by Mr. William 
Collinson, m.r.c.v.8. 

An old van horse was the subject. He took about 
four ounces of chloroform and went down in about 
twelve minutes without struggling. As a result of using 
the Carlisle muzzle, a certain amount of chloroform was 
lost and this accounts for the quantity used. It was 
also impossible to exclude the air sufficiently. To carry 
out the operation it is really necessary to have a special 
muzzle made for the purpose and its use would be more 
efficient and economical. 

Fourth operation. Mr. Collinson injected several 
bursal enlargements. He mentioned that he had been 
very successful in the treatment of enlarged stifles and 
hocks by this method. He injects a quantity varying 
from 5 c.c. to 50 c.c. according to the size of the burs®, a 
larger amount being used for a cow having a greatly en¬ 
larged knee. After injection it is necessary to have the 
animal exercised about half an hour, the distended joint 
being well hand-rubbed to distribute the injection. The 
cure usually takes place in from three to four months 
after the injection, the animal being put to light work 
as soon as the lameness subsides. The operation is not 
without some drawbacks, as in young animals in poor 
condition excessive lameness may supervene and neces¬ 
sitate the animal being assisted to rise, and this is es¬ 
pecially the case if both hocks or stifles are injected at 
the same time. He has also found the injection useful 
in M open joint,” the injection being well introduced into 
the joint. At least one of his neighbouring colleagues 
has also been successful with this treatment. 

Two operations were performed by Prof. Hobday— 
ovariotomy upon a vicious mare and a female cat. Each 
operation was performed under chloroform and the de¬ 
tails were described or illustrated as each stage was 
reached. 

The ovaries of the mare were removed per vaginam 
and those of the cat by the flank method. The mare 
was cast and Hobday’s muzzle fixed, the animal’s tongue 
being tied to the halter with a piece of broad tape, this 
precaution to prevent the tongue falling back into! 
the glottis, also to obviate the necessity of a man holding 
the tape and so tearing the frenum when the animal 
struggled. Two ounces of chloroform were used on cot¬ 
ton wool, the animal’s head afterwards being enveloped 
in & rug. The mare went under in 7£ minutes, when the 
end of the rug was opened to allow a little more air. 
The vulva, os, etc., were well washed out with antiseptic 
solution. The Professor then introduced his right hand 
with a concealed bistoury, and as previously mentioned 
was telling the company present exactly what he was 
doing. He first nicked the wall of the vagina just above 
the os, large enough to allow one finger. He enlarges 
this opening by inserting a second finger and so on until 
the whole hand is inserted. He then follows up the 
body of the uterus and the horn to the ovary. The Pro¬ 
fessor stated that he always removes the lowest ovary 
first, namely the right, the animal being on its right side. 
When he has found the ovary he introduces his ecraseur 


ujp his arm and slips the chain over the ovary. An as¬ 
sistant tightens up the chain by pulling out the ratchet 
part, and at this point it is necessary to see that there is 
not a link of intestine contained with the ovary in the 
chain. If all is clear, the assistant turns on the ratchet 
slowly whilst the operator holds the ovary and brings 
the same out when removed. The second ovary is re¬ 
moved in a similar manner. Both ovaries in the mare 
selected were diseased (fibroma). If the ovaries are 
cystic and too large to bring through the operation 
wound, the cyst can be punctured with the finger nail, 
the contents being allowed to escape into the abdominal 
cavity. Prof. Hobday stated that he had never known 
peritonitis to follow fluid going into the abdomen in this 
manner. The operation appeared to be performed in a 
very smart manner, and the animal soon came out of 
chloroform and was put into a box. About an hour 
afterwards she was noticed to have slight colicky pains 
but these soon passed off. 

The Professor afterwards proceeded with his operation 
on the cat which was performed in a very satisfactory 
manner. 

(Before leaving the operations it may interest many of 
the members who were present to know the results fol¬ 
lowing. 

In the case of the ram, during the railway strike he 
had to pay the penalty to supply an adequate supply 
of mutton for the City. The testicles at that time had 
visibly begun to atropy. 

The bull, after going on well for about two months, 
became badly attacked by indigestion owing to impac¬ 
tion with clover, and died rarher suddenly. The post¬ 
mortem examination showed that the cause of death had 
nothing to do with the operation, and that in this case 
also the testicles had become to some extent smaller, 
while the structure had become of a distinctly yellow 
homogeneous nature. 

The cat did well, but in the case of the mare, the 
owner states that he saw no alteration in her kicking 
ropensities, and consequeatly had to dispose of her as 
eing unworkable). 

At 1.30 o’clock the operations were suspended and the 
company adjourned to the Grand Hotel, Sheffield, 
where luncheon was provided by the respective Presi¬ 
dents of the Associations, namely Mr. S. E. Sampson, 
President of the Yorkshire Association, and Mr.W. Col¬ 
linson, President of the North Midland Association, 
most of the gentlemen attending the operations being 
also present at the luncheon. 

After the luncheon a short toast list was gone through, 
the President of the Yorkshire Association, Mr. Samp¬ 
son, giving that of the King, which was received in the 
usual loyal manner. 

Mr. Somerset proposed the Royal College of Veteri¬ 
nary Surgeons. Mr. Somerset eulogised the work of the 
veterinary surgeon both in war and peace. The com¬ 
pany were fortunate in having present the President of 
the Koval College of Veterinary Surgeons to reply. 

Mr. McKinna stated that it gave him the greatest 
pleasure to be present, especially seeing that Sheffield 
was the first place he appeared as a veterinary surgeon 
in England, and it was the first place in which he ap¬ 
peared in an official manner since being appointed Presi¬ 
dent of the Royal College. He thanked the proposer of 
the toast for the manner in which it had been proposed, 
and stated that he had already been President of both 
the Lancashire and Yorkshire Veterinary Societies. 
Turning to the work of the Council, he considered that 
the last vote had confirmed the Council’s policy. He 
was pleased that the attention of the profession had been 
aroused, both before the election and at this meeting. 
On the subject of finance, he stated that money must be 
found by subscription until the Bill became an Act, 
when the money provided by the Bill would be of con- 
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siderable assistance. He noticed that the number who 
voted at the election and the number who voluntarily 
subscribed to the funds of the College were almost iden¬ 
tical. 

He would like to say a word about the Anaesthetics 
Bill—to explain that the Bill did not belong to the 
Royal College of Voterinary Surgeons, but that it was 
supported by them because anything to lessen pain de- 
mauds veterinary sympathy. It was only the present 
week that the profession was asked to give evidence in 
support of the Bill. He stated that tne opposition in 
Parliament was strong and was largely fostered by un¬ 
qualified men who lately had formed themselves into an 
association through fear that their living would be lost. 
He wished to state asjstrongly as possible that veterinary 
surgeons must not keep unqualified assistants. 

In connection with tne Ministry of Health, the Royal 
College had not been consulted. The Ministry however, 
had been challenged by the Royal College to push the 
matter forward and this could best be done by members 
of the veterinary profession bringing the matter to the 
notice of the Members of Parliament throughout Great 
Britain. To give one instance where he thought veteri¬ 
nary advice would be of assistance was in connection 
witn the grading of milk. The qualities A and B had 
been decided upon, but the veterinary profession had not 
been consulted. He hoped that our views would be 
heard in both consultative and professional capacities. 

On behalf of himself and his colleagues on the Coun¬ 
cil he thanked them for the reception given to the toast 
and he personally thanked them for their good wishes 
for his prosperity and honour. 

Prof. Hobday proposed the success of the Yorkshire 
and North Midland Veterinary Associations, coupling 
with the toast the names of the respective Presidents 
of whom the members present were indebted for the in¬ 
vitation to luncheon. He drew attention to the fact 
that they had evidently found out the secret to obtain a 
large attendance, and congratulated them on the selec¬ 
tion of operators whose skill they had witnessed prior 
to the luncheon, and also on the way everything connec¬ 
ted with the patients had passed off, as the Germans 
would say, “ according to plan.” He called upon the 
company to drink the healtn of Mr. Sampson and Mr. 
Collinson, and this was done heartily and with musical 
honours. 

Mr. Sampson thanked the professor for the kind 
manner in which he had proposed the toast, and the 
company for the hearty manner in which it had been 
received. In expressing his thanks he desired to say 
that in order to save time he was replying on behalf of 
Mr. Collinson, his brother-president. He stated that 
the reason they were having a joint meeting of the two 
Societies was that he, at least, had not been satisfied 
with the attendance of members at meetings generally. 
Whether it was apathy, being tired of hearing papers, 
he could not say; but whether it was the programme 
which had been drawn up for their consideration, and 
he hoped education, or the magnetic influence of the 
steel for which Sheffield, the greatest arsenal in the 
world, is justly noted, which had drawn such a record 
number of members of the profession together, with 
perhaps a moot point. However, he and his colleague 
were exceedingly glad to see all present at this our 
Peace meeting, and it was to be hoped that other 
equally enjoyable meetings of a similar character would 
follow. 

Mr. Lloyd proposed and Mr. Clarkson seconded a 
of thanks to Major Abson for the use of his yard and 
premises. This was carried with acclamation, Major 
Abson suitably replying. 

The company then returned to Major Abson’s yard 
where the remainder of the operations were proceeded 
with. Afterwards a short meeting was held, and the 


members were asked to pass the resolution relating to 
to the appointment of a Member of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons on the Consultative Council to 
be set up under Clause 4 of the Ministry of Health Act, 
and it was heartily agreed to. The resolution has al¬ 
ready appeared in the Veterinary Press. 

Mr. T. C. Fletcher proposed and Mr. Sampson 
seconded the nomination or Mr. King Clark of Chester¬ 
field and Mr. Torrance of Sheffield for membership of 
the North Midland Veterinary Association:—Thus 
ended a very successful meeting. 

J. S. Lloyd, Hon. Sec. 

ABOUT WHOLE-TIME INSPECTORS. 

To the Editor , The Veterinary Record. 

Dear Mr. Editor—I should like to draw the attention 
of all “ part-time ” veterinary inspectors to the paper of 
Mr. Hugh Begg, f.r.c.v.8., in your issue of The Record 
dated 1st November, and ask them if they realise what 
it would mean for them if the suggestions contained in 
that paper were put in action. 

I myself have been a part-time inspector for the past 
ten years, having purchased the practice with the ap¬ 
pointments attached to it, and have spent a considerable 
sum of money on microscope, centrifugal machine, and 
the latest works on meat inspection and bacteriology, to 
keep myself abreast of the times; and, so far as I am 
aware, have discharged the duties to the entire satisfac¬ 
tion of all concerned. To me, theref ore, the loss of the 
County work would be serious indeed, and I have no 
doubt there are many others in the same position. 

I do not at present desire to enter into the details of 
the paper, as 1 am making it the subject of a Presiden¬ 
tial address at a not far distant date. One would like 
to know what qualifications Mr. Begg possesses to speak 
on the subject. On looking up an old Register, i find 
Mr. Begg qualified at the Glasgow Veterinary College in 
1887—32 years ago—at a time when, I presume, there 
was little meat inspection and less bacteriology taught. 

Further, is it not the case that during the war, when 
the Tuberculosis Order was in suspension, Mr. Begg 
inoculated the cows in Lanarkshire against contagious 
abortion free of cost to the farmers? The ordinary 
practitioners were seemingly incapable of doing this 
work and tabulat : ng the results for their clients and the 
Board of Agriculture. 

Mr. Begg in his paper speaks of “ the greatest good of 
the greatest number.” To my way of thinking, so far 
as the veterinary profession is concerned, this would be 
obtained by giving each man a small slice instead of 
giving the whole thing to one man and an assistant. 
On the economic aspect I am unable to speak, as I have 
not the necessary particulars as to salary and expenses. 

I trust other “part-time” inspectors will favour us 
with their views on the subject. If the present Diploma 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons only quali¬ 
fies a man to remove stinking placentas, foal mares, and 
do what one might call, the more manual and brow¬ 
sweating cases, then the sooner that body alters its cur¬ 
riculum the better, to bring it up to present day require¬ 
ments. 

Should this scheme of Mr. Begg’s ever be adopted, the 
County practitioner would be deprived of some of his 
most interesting work, and I am certain the farming 
community would be the losers in the long run, for no 
man with any education and self respect would remain 
to do only the dirty work. 

“ A Part-Time Veterinary Inspector.” 
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Sir,—With reference to editorial note in l&9t week’s 
issue of The Veterinary Record , the changes which have 
taken place or are about to take place are, more marked 
in some districts than in others. It is not necessary for 
one to be able to go back fifty years; during the last 
ten years the improvement in the average practitioner 
has been all that could be desired by the most ardent 
reformers. 

Thanks to the excellent example set by the various 
principals and professors at the teaching schools, a better 
class graduate has been produced, and when the time 
arrives for the final solution of the problems of recon¬ 
struction, I have no doubt that the difficulties will not 
insnrmoun table. 

“ A consideration of our past history will be found 
not without help to us. 

In the first place, is our past history simply a sum¬ 
marised account of the work of the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Burgeons or is it focussed in the 
annual Reports of the proceedings of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association of Qt. Britain and 
Ireland. 

We have been told that the functions of the Council 
are simply disciplinary, therefore with the exception of 
our forbear in veterinary science and their business 
acumen in procuring the various Charters of the Act of 
1881, the Council has not assisted the profession to a 
great extent during the latter half of the last 50 years. 

Most of the progress has been through the indefatig¬ 
able exertions of a few enthusiasts in a particular branch 
of the work which they undertook, some in bacteriology 
some in milk, some in meat inspection, others as satel¬ 
lites revolving around the bureaucratic orb. 

Until recently the National V.M.A. has existed for 
the annual meeting of its members for the discussion of 
scientific subjects and for social entertainment. Has 
the National assisted to any marked degree in the 
making of the past history of the profession ? I am in¬ 
clined to answer this question in the negative : because 
so few graduates are members of the National, the 
deliberations and the expressed opinions of the members 
and their convivial guests do not represent a fourth of 
the number of general practitioners on the Register. 
Therefore it is absolutely ultra vires to introduce drastic 
schemes for the organisation of veterinary public health 
on continental lines until the rank and file of the pro¬ 
fession have been consulted. Until recently the majority 
was usually consulted, but it appears fashionable for a 
noisy minority, both in and out of the House of Commons, 
to be able to be considered. 

Under the new proposals it is suggested to dispense 
with a great number of the majority to replace some of 
them by a few of the minority, “ Whence comest thou 
and whither goest thou.” 

What do the great number of part-time veterinary 
inspectors think of it ? What do the County Councils 
Association and the Farmers Union think of it ? It 
will take, as you say, a little pondering.—Yours, etc. 

Ultra Pessimist. 


TUBERCULOSIS v RATS. 

I was called to examine the carcase of a cow the other 
day at a slaughter-house, which is situated in the centre 
of what is described as a “ a nice little seaside pleasure 
and health resort.” The carcase of beef I found was 
partially affected with tuberculosis and I had half of it 
destroyed. During the time I was there I remarked to 
the man in charge that the place was far from satisfac¬ 
tory as a slaughter-house. He replied that he was quite 
aware of this, and added that it was also alive with rats ; 
and to prove this he took down a leg of mutton that was 
hanging along with other five and snowed me what the 
rats had done. Believe me, I got a shock when I saw 


that half of the leg had been eaten away by rats. What 
about the other legs that they had been messing over ? 
And what about the people that bought this meat? 
And what about the authorities that allow such a state 
of affairs to exist ? And what about me \ Don’t you 
think I ought to have condemned the whole show—lock 
stock and barrel ? and so have done a public service, etc., 
and received the public’s gratitude. 

This is one case; one wonders with a shudder if this is 
the only one in the country, but it makes one think that 
there is work for veterinary surgeons to do, and that 
the time is ripe for it to be done. 


PRACTITIONERS IN DEVASTATED AREAS. 

Dear Sir,—The following note, from La Semaine IV- 
t^r inaire of December 4th may interest our profession. 

“ Informat-on for veterinary surgeons who in 1914 
practised in the devastated areaVeterinary surgeons 
who return to their previous residences, or to the vicini¬ 
ty of the Bame, may obtain, either in money or its equiv¬ 
alent, an advance of 10000 francs on the war indemnity 
due to them. In addition they will receive a monthly 
payment of 500 francs. As tneir income increases this 
last payment will be progressively reduced. 

Claims to be addressed to the Minister of Agriculture. 

Yours faithfully, 

W. F. Widden, Capt. 

[It must be remembered that the words “ or to the 
vicinity of the same ” bear in this case a sinister signifi¬ 
cance.] 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 

Littler, J., Oakham, Rutland £110 

Brown, D., Kilwinning, Ayrshire 110 

Previously acknowledged £1025 18 10 


Dec. 9 t 1919. £1028 0 10 


WAR HONOURS. 

Buckingham Palace, Dec. 4. 

The King held an Investiture in the Ball Room of the 
Palace at 11 o’clock this morning. 

The following were severally introduced into the pre¬ 
sence of the King, when His Majesty conferred decora¬ 
tions as follows:— 

The Military Cross. 

* * * * 

Capt. Frederick Gillard. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extracts from London Oautte 
Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps 
War Oryiox, Whitehall, Dec. 3. 

Capt E. Sewell, m.c., Spec. Res., relinquishes the actg. 
rank of Maj. on ceasing to hold the appt. of D. A.D.V.S. 
(March 6). 

Dec. 4. 

Capt. H. G. Tabuteau-Herrick, m.o., Spec. Res. relin¬ 
quishes the actg. rank of Maj. on ceasing to hold the 
appt of D.A.D.V.S. (Sept. 24). 
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Dec. 5. 

Maj. H. C. Welch retires on ret. pay (Dec. G). 

Oapt. T. Lishman to be actg. Lt.-Col. while holding the 
appt. of A.D.V.S., from Feb. 22 to April 30. 

Vet. Capt. G. B. C. Ree3-Mog£, 1st L. Gds., relinquishes 
the temp, rank of Maj. (April 19) (substituted for noti¬ 
fication in Gazette Nov. 1). 

Dec. 6. 

Capt. (temp. Maj.) W. H. Walker, d.s.o., relinquishes 
tne actg. rank of Lt.-Col. (Sept. 2). 

Dec. 8. 

The follg. Majs. relinquish the actg. rank of Lt.-Col. :— 
E. C. Webb, o.b.e., f.r c.v.s.(Feb. 23); R H. Holmes, 
c.m.g., F.R.C.V.S., on ceasing to hold the appt. of 
A.D.V.S. (Nov. 18). 

( -apt. A. Hodgins, d.s.o., relinquishes the actg. rank of 
Maj. on ceasing to hold the appt. of D.A.D.V.S. (Sept. 
1 ). 

The follg. relinquish their commns. on completion of 
service Temp. Maj. J. W. F. Brittlebank, c.m.g. 
(Sept. 12), and is granted the rank of Lt.-Col. Temp. 
Capt8.—and retain the rank of Capt. E. Middleton 
(Oct. 26); W. A. Shearer, L. J. Kelly, f.r.c.v.s., W. 
G. C. Kenney (Nov. 3). 

Territorial Force. Dec. 5. 

(/apt. (Bt. Maj.) (temp. Maj.) J. Tagg relinquishes the 
temp, rank of Maj. on ceasing to be empld. (Nov. 4). 

Capt. G. McIntyre to be actg. Maj. while empld. as 
A.D.V.S. (Dec. 11, 1916) (substituted for that which 
appeared in the Gazette oi Jan. 30,1917). 

Capt. (actg. Maj. without pay and allces.) G. McIntyre 
relinquishes the actg. rank of Maj. (Jan. 29) (substitu¬ 
ted for that which appeared in the Gazette of July 18). 


Ministry of Agriculuke and Fisheries. 

The Secretary to the Board of Agriculture (Sir A* 
Griffith-Boscawen)said this was only a change in name. 
As it happened, there was not very much in the name 
“Board ”—it was a most ineffectual body. The Board 
only met when they were summoned, and as he did not 
think they had ever been summoned the effect of their 
meetings had not been very great. He knew there was 
a general feeling among agriculturists that it would be 
better to have a Ministry which would be a real Ministry 
rather than a Board which was a sham. 


OBITUARY. 

Nicholson Almond, Cambridge House, Kingston-on- 

Thames. Graduated Lond: Jan. 1880, Fellow Jan. 1887. 
ointed Examiner for the Membership Diploma 1888. 
ied 4th Dec., aged 68. 

Walter Vernon Tuson, Leominster, Herefordshire. 

Lond : Jan. 1887. 

Died 2nd Dec. 

A well-known Leominster citizen, Mr. Walter Vernon 
Tuson, veterinary surgeon, of Marsh House, passed away 
suddenly on Tuesday evening, 2nd inst., from heart 
trouble which no doubt had its origin in two previous 
severe attacks of rheumatic fever. 

Mr. Tuson, who was a well-known and respected pro¬ 
fessional gentleman of the town, came to Leominster 
about 1879 on purchasing the practice of Mr. J. R. Hill. 
He was the principal promoter of the establishment of 
“E" Troop of Shropshire Yeomanry Cavalry, and went 
into training at Shrewsbury in 1882. Originally a ser 
geant, lie became staff-sergeant and later was given a 
commission as lieutenant. At the outbreak of war he 
was mobilised as a veterinary officer, and served for 
about twelve months, but had to give up his duties ow¬ 
ing to an affection of the heart. Returning to Leomin¬ 
ster he devoted himself to his practice. As recently as 
Saturday he went to Shrewsbury with Lieut. J. Trewin 
to attend a dinner of the Shropshire Yeomanry and it 
was there that he complained of having contracted a 
chill. He was a professional gentleman who was much 
sought for his opinion on all class of stock. Admitted 
to be a most conscientious and thorough man of business, 
his reputation for unbiassed judgment in his services 
between vendor and purchaser in the horse trade was 
widely recognised. Latterly he had a very large connec¬ 
tion in the testing of Hereford cattle for exportation. 
He was the veterinary surgeon to the Leominster Agri¬ 
cultural Society, the Kington Horse Show, and other 
local associations. He was a member of an old family 
of the City of London, his father being a freeman of the 
City. He was a Freemason, and a Past Master of the 
Royal Edward Lodge.— Leominster News. 


A College of Veterinary Science is to be established 
in South Africa, and the first Principal will be Sir Ar¬ 
nold Theiler, a former director of the Veterinary Re¬ 
search Branch of the Union Department of Agriculture. 

The Times. 
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Moving Forward. 

At the recent meeting of the Southern Counties 
Association a suggestion was brought forward by 
the President, Mr. G. H. Livesey, of Hove, which 
though relatively a small matter, may, if followed 
in other localities, materially assist in the unification 
of the National. Mr. Livesey suggests that with 
the co-operation of two other Southern Associa¬ 
tions—the South Eastern and the Royal Counties— 
joint meetings be held monthly. This should se¬ 
cure a better continuity of proceedings. A case in 
point was the recent meeting, when, as not infre¬ 
quently happens, a profitable discussion was ad¬ 
journed. Their next meeting is due the last week 
in March ! The result of such an adjournment is 
that the discussion fizzles out. Another, and more 
valuable result is that intercommunication will lead 
to wider and better acquaintance with fellow prac¬ 
titioners in adjacent counties, which will make for 
greater unity of action when the necessity arises; 
and there are questions on which local unanimity 
is likely to be more effective than even the weight 
of the National, besides being more readily put in 
action. Tentatively, a meeting is to be arranged of 
the officers of the three divisions concerned in the 
movement. The only details foreshadowed at pre¬ 
sent are that four of the meetings in the year shall 
take place in London; aiid that each division shall 
retain its individuality and its own officers. 

Another movement which promises to eventuate 
in further advances is the action of the Council 
R.C.V.S. in facilitating the examination and ad¬ 
mission of those .colonial graduates who oame so 
well through the ordeal last week. Doubtless the 
respective governments had something to say as to 
which men wore to go forward, and the faot of all 
having practised the profession for several years 
were points in their favour. But these men now 
know whlat the standard of the “ Final ” in this 
oountry is, and will be in a position to speak defin- 
itely upon it, and materially to help forward those 
Measures which some of them have hoped for, and 
fciked for, for years past: and which should not be 
leyond the capacity of our council to compass. 

The recent announcement by The Times of the 
iorth-coming establishment of a Veterinary College 
in South Africa is more than interesting. It denotes 
a step forward in the economic development of a 
great region which will probably always be mainly 
Agricultural. Details are not to hand, and many 
tnay be still unsettled ; but the name of Sir Arnold 
Theiler as the first Principal suggests high hopes 
for the future. In all probability the School will 
develops into one quite comparable with any we 


have here for general veterinary education, with 
some points of superiority in subjects especially im¬ 
portant to South Africa. In that case the question 
of its recognition by the R.C.V.S. is certain to arise 
sooner or later. The whole subject of our relation¬ 
ship to foreign and colonial schools has gained 
greatly in importance sinoe this century began, and 
deserves more serious consideration than it has yet 
reoeived in any quarter. 

The Register. 

The Registrar is advertising for immediate notioe 
of ohanges of address for the new Register. This is 
always important in December, but has never been 
so essential as this year. Members will recognise 
how greatly the extensive changes of the last few 
months have added to the difficulties of the Regis¬ 
trar. Even in normal times, the Register can never 
reach the maximum of accuracy without assistance 
from private members. That assistance is far more 
necessary to-day, and all who can give it with re¬ 
spect to either their own or other addresses should 
do so now. 

Operations at Meetings. 

The performance of operations at meetings of 
Veterinary Associations is not new in England. 
Several Societies had adopted it with success in 
earlier years, but these were only a minority. It 
might well be a part of a Society’s programme much- 
more frequently than it is. 

In America, the value of such demonstrations is 
fully appreciated, and they are often among the 
most attractive features of meetings there. The 
meeting held at Sheffield in July, but only reported 
last week, showed how popular they are and how 
useful they might become here. Most of the numer¬ 
ous members present would be seeing one or more of 
the operations for the first time, yet no operation 
was beyond the average practitioner. Very often, 
after such a display, a olinician has gained a con¬ 
fidence in his ability to tackle an operation which 
reading will have failed to give him. With well 
chosen operations, the more of such demonstrations 
we have the better. 

Cryptorchid castration was once the favourite 
English operation at meetings; but it is hardly an 
ideal one, on aocount of the invisibility to the spec¬ 
tators of the intra-abdominal manipulations. Such 
operations as castration under local anaesthesia, or 
by the Italian emasculator, both of which were 
performed at the Sheffield meeting, seem much 
more suitable for demonstration purposes and are 
less widely known. 
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1?o\>al (tolleac of 
IDeterlnarp Suraeone. 


At a meeting of the Board of Examiners, held in 
London on 11th December, 1919, for the Written, 
and on following days for the Oral and Practical 
Examinations, the following gentlemen passed their 
Pinal Examination;— 


H. Jerrom 

T. R. Thomas 

L. St. Bel Golledge 

Brinlay Sayer 

E. D. Sewell 

Aba Bakar Bin Ibrahim 

P. Murray-Jones* 

J. S. Penrose* 

O. V. Gunning * 

H. Colebourn 


R. Clarke 
P. V. Collins 

C. G. Saunders* 
R. H. F. Macindoe 

R. A. B. Stanhope 
J. B. Leitch 

J. Legg* 

D. A. C. McNicol 

S. H. Whitworth* 

E. S. James 


At the conclusion of the Final Examination at 
the Royal Veterinary College on Thursday the 11th 
inst., the President of the Royal College of Veteri¬ 
nary Surgeons presented the Diploma of Member¬ 
ship to the successful candidates. In a short ap¬ 
propriate speech he referred tqjjhe fact that in ad¬ 
dition to the ordinary students^Eere^werfiupresent 
candidates who were already graduates of a Colonial 
University and who, on account of their military 
service, had been exempted from the first three 
years of the course, Fourteen of these had now 
passed the final examination, six of them with 
second class honours. He gave a special word of 
welcome to these new members, and expressed the 
hope that their admission into the College would 
help to strengthen the ties which bound the Colo¬ 
nies to the Mother Country. 


FELLOWSHIP DIPLOMA. 

A meeting of the Board of Examiners for the Fellow¬ 
ship Diploma was held at the College. 10 Red Lion 
S<mare, W.C., on Saturday, December 6th. 

Two candidates entered for examination, and the 
following was successful:— 

Capt. E. S. W. Peatt. Title of Thesis : “ Carrel's Tube 
Treatment for Septic wounds as adapted to Veter¬ 
inary Surgery.” 

The Examiners were Prof. J. Macqueen, Mr. W. 
Woods. Chairman, Mr. W. J. Mulvey. 

16th Dec. 1919. Feed Bullock, Hon. Sec. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons bogs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1919 

Browne, T. G., Prof. R.V.C., of Ireland, £1 10 

Elphick, Clement, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 

v . t ^ .1918, 1919. 2 2 0 

Elphick, George, Corbridge-on-Tyne, 

1918, 1919. 2 2 0 

Elphick, H. S., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 

1918.1919. 2 2 0 

Previously acknowledged £1027 17 10 


£1036 4 10 


Eleotion op Council 

The following have been nominated for eleotion: 
Burt, W. M‘Padyean, Sir J. 

Garnett, P. W. Trigger, R. C. 

Looke, G. H. Willett, J. 

Major-Gen. Thomson and Mr. W. Packman are 
not seeking re-eleotion. 


THE ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY OP LONDON. 

Your correspondent’s question “ where do veterin¬ 
ary surgeons come in ? ” in connection with the 
reorganisation of the research work of the Zoological 
Society, although already answered, has induced me 
to think that perhaps a further statement on the 
subject might be of interest. 

I have, fortunately, been in touch with both 
the Society and the veterinary profession for a good 
many years, since although I was elected an Hon¬ 
orary Life Fellow of the Society in 1905, my 
election as an ordinary Fellow took place as long 
ago as 1881. 

The Society has on very many occasions expressed 
its great indebtedness to different members of the 
veterinary profession for invaluable medical and 
surgical aid. Such aid has often been given under 
the most difficult and unusual circumstances, and I 
| have no hesitation whatever in saying that there is 
£0~section of the community whioh more fully 
appreciates the benefits of veterinary science than 
the Zoological Society. 

In the scientific work of the Society the veterinary 
profession has never taken any prominent part at 
all; while from theTnedical profession has arisen a 
very large proportion indeed of the investigators in 
Zoology, Comparative Ad^ om y» an< ^ Pathology. 

The Prosectorship of th$ Society was and is an 
appointment very generally a.^ g^a^y desirM, on 
account of the enormous possi*^ 1 ^ 68 ^ affords for 
research ranging over practically “*e whole animal 
kingdom. v ... ^ , 

I clearly remember the appointlP ienfc °* Mr * B 00 " 
dard about thirty-five years or mV? 10 a ff?» an<3 at 
that time Professor Pritchard, anxio^® as be a * wa y? 
was to advance the interests of his prqf e8S10n » ^ ried 
hard but unsuccessfully to find a veteria ar y surgeon 
sufficiently qualified and willing to beSRP minft ^ ed 
as a candidate for the Prosectorship. V 

I also remember that the late Dr. CobboRSJ^, 0 
was a visiting research worker at the Society^ 
gardens for many years) spoke to me with muc^ 1 
enthusiasm of the scientific advantages and po£ 
sibilities of the position. The Society eventually 
made a particularly happy selection, because Mr^ 
Beddard, although at the time a young and com A 
paratively unknown man, rapidly made for himself 
a very prominent position in the scientific world, 
and his numerous valuable additions to our know¬ 
ledge of zoological science gained him many world* 
wide recognitions, and among others his eleotion as i % 
Fellow of the Royal Society. 

The purely pathological work whioh has been* 
done in connection with, or with material supplied 
by the Society, is of the utmost importance tc 
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everyone interested in the elucidation of pathological 
problems. It is however a fact that nearly the 
whole of it has been done by members of the medical 
profession. 

It is an unfortunate circumstance that the vet¬ 
erinary profession should be so poorly represented 
in the advancement of knowledge intimately bound 
up with the objects of our specialised sphere, but I 
believe the explanation of this is twofold. 

In the first place, veterinary surgeons who have 
by special study made themselves fitted for research 
work have, in the majority of cases, eventually be¬ 
come lost to this country altogether; and in the 
second place, our numerical strength as a profession 
is not sufficient to compete on even terms with the 
medical profession, assuming the percentage of men 
with the necessary aptitude and training to be equal 
in both professions—which assumption may be 
debatable. 

Still, I believe when all allowance is made for 
these disadvantages there must remain with most 
of us a consciousness that we have, as a profession, 
held ourselves far too much detached from associa¬ 
tion with research work in which we might be 
supposed to have a special interest. 

I think it may be news to many of the members 
of the profession, that the President of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons is, by virtue of his 
office, an Honorary Fellow of the Zoologioal Society. 
The manner in which this compliment was conferred 
was the following. 

About 1882 or 1883, I, being a Fellow of the 
Zoologioal Society and also full of youthful enthu¬ 
siasm for the veterinary profession, found that 
according to the Acts of the Society, Presidents of 
certain learned societies and of the Boyal College 
of Surgeons and Physicians were endowed with the 
Honorary Fellowship of the Zoological Society, but 
the President of the Boyal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons had somehow got left out, and apparently 
no one had ever thought of making any move in 
the matter. I therefore brought the matter before 
the Society, which resolved that the compliment 
should be paid to our profession. 

Pending the arrival of the official notification, 1 
wrote to the President of our College to inform him 
of the resolution, as I was at the time, for some 
reason or other, under the impression that he and 
the Council would be pleased to hear about it. 

Whether they were or not I am quite unable to 
say, as I did not hear; but as I never happened to 
observe any professional reference to, or record of, 
the matter, I think it is quite possible that there 
are members of the profession who do not know 
this oompliment was paid to us. 

If, therefore, your correspondent’s question 
“ Where do veterinary surgeons come in ? ” is in any 
way due to a feeling that the veterinary profession 
has been overlooked by the Society, I think the 
knowledge that this distinction is conferred on us, 
as well as the other circumstances I have mentioned, 
will show that it is certainly not because of any act 
or desire on the part of the Society that veterinary 
surgeons have taken no more prominent part in its 
scientfic work. 

H. C. Wilkie, f.b.c.v.s., f.z.s. 


CLINICAL NOTES. 

The following casual notes taken from my diary 
may interest some practitioners. 

Calving with Anaesthetic. 

Some years ago I was in great difficulties with a 
case of malformation. My previous visit had been 
to a dog on which I had operated, and I had some 
ounces of chloroform left in my bag, I put 5 iii on 
some lint, which I wrapped in a towel and applied 
to the cow’s nostrils. An additional ounce produced 
anaesthesia. I then delivered the calf with com¬ 
parative ease. 

Since that experience I use chloroform on every 
difficult case—in my district that means 19 out of 
every 20 . I have had no bad results. I use the 
ordinary muzzle: I find that one can give with 
safety much larger doses in cases of parturition 
than in ordinary surgical cases. This I am told iB 
also found to be the case in human obstetrics. 

Those d-Interdigital Cysts in Dogs. 

My best results have been obtained by the use of 
autogenous vaccine. The method I employ is to 
open one cyst and take a good swab ; taking care 
to get the material from the depth of the cyst. In 
most of the reports a diplococcus is returned, in 
combination with a staphylococcus in some few 
instances, but that is a matter for some of our bac- 
I teriologists to tackle. 

I usually give six injections at intervals as indi¬ 
cated by the re-action. I lay open all cysts and use 
any emollient dressing—Ung. zinci is as good as 
any. This method has not proved infallible, but 
my results from it are far and away better than 
those obtained from other methods. 

Canker in a Dog’s Ear. 

The use of Tinct. benzoin co.; after washing and 
oleaning with Hydrogen peroxide, has proved with 
me better than anything else I have tried. 

Canker in a Horse’s Foot. 

I remove all diseased horn and apply the usual 
rolls of tow, soaked in the old oily dressing (oil, 
sulphur, tar and turps) and then pressure is applied. 
Benew every third day. This treatment I find most 
successful in mild cases. 

Country Vet. 


NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

North of Ireland Division. 


A general meeting was held at Messrs. John Robson’s 
Ltd., Chichester Street, Belfast, instead of at the City 
Abattoir, owing to Mr. J. A. Jordan’s illness, on Friday 
evening 21st November, at 7.30 p.m. The President, 
Mr. J. Ewing Johnston, occupied the chair. There were 
present:—Messrs. J. M’Lean. J. Lawther, A. M. Crich¬ 
ton, J. Ross, J. Kernohan, S. R. Thompson, H. Hannan, 
E. Finucane,T. M’Guinness, J. E. Fitzgerald, H. McCon¬ 
nell, F. W. Emery, A. M *nro, P. W. D. O’Connell, I. 
McCauley. 

An apology was received by phone from the Secretary 
Mr. W. P. Walsh. The minutes of the last two general 
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meetings and the meeting of the Council (10th Oct., 
1919) were read, adopted and signed by the President. 

Arising out of the minutes of the general meeting 
held on 29th May, re circulars to members and Insurance 
Companies pointing out the fees to be charged. The 
Secretary being absent—was again instructed to send 
out the following circular:— 

Insurance Fees. 

Examination and reporting on horses and cattle at 
surgery. 

1st, 2nd and 3rd each 10/- 

4th to 10th „ 5/- 

from 11 upwards „ 2/6 

The above fees will be charged at proposer’s own pre¬ 
mises, plus visit fee ; and post-mortem examination re¬ 
ports £110 each animal, plus visit fee. 

The President said before commencing the business of 
the meeting he regretted very much that one of our 
members was laid aside with a serious illness, this mem¬ 
ber, Mr. J. A. Jordan, City Veterinarian, had been a 
very active member and nobody would feel his absence 
more than he, as Mr. Jordan was always at hand for 
consultation regarding the affairs of the Association, 
and he was ever ready to help in giving hiB valuable ad¬ 
vice freely. The President suggested that a letter of 
sympathy be sent from the Association to Mrs. Jordan 
and family. All members present were unanimous that 
the President’s suggestion should be carried out, and 
several members joined in expressing their sincere sym¬ 
pathy with Mr. Jordan and his family. 

Mr. Alex M’Lean, Belfast, was nominated on the 
proposition of Mr. Ewing Johnston, seconded by Mr. 
Howard M’Connell. 

Mr. C. E. M’Crea, Dungannon, nominated by Mr. J. 
Ewing Johnston, seconded by Mr. A. M Crichton. 

The President suggested that Col. P. H. Holmes, c.M.o., 
d.d.v.s.. Irish Command, be elected an honorary associ¬ 
ate of tnis Association, owing to the distinguished mili¬ 
tary position he held in Ireland. This was proposed by 
Mr. A. M. Crichton seconded by Mr. J. J. Boss, ana 
carried unanimously. 

A letter was received from Mr. E. W. Little, M.R.c.v.a, 
d.a.t.i., Dublin, tendering his resignation. The meeting 
was of opinion that Mr. Little should be asked to recon¬ 
sider his resignation, and the Secretary was instructed 
to write informing him of the meeting^ decision. 

The discussion on fees was considered and the Presi¬ 
dent suggested an increase of 50% on pre-war ordinaiy 
visit fees. A number of the members entered into this 
discussion and it was finally proposed by Mr. A. M. 
Crichton and seconded by Mr. J. M’Lean that all mem¬ 
bers increase the ordinary visit fees by at least 50%. 
(Carried unanimously). 

The fees offered by the D.A.T.I. for the examination 
of stallions as to soundness under the new scheme was 
discussed at length, aod finally decided that the fee of 
£3 3 0 per day was insufficient. It was recommended 
that a resolution be drawn up and forwarded to the 
Treasury and the Secretary of the D.A.T.I. pointing out 
that this matter was brought before the members of the 
N.I.V.M.A. on Friday 21st Nov, 1919 and the decision 
was unanimously arrived at that a fee of £5 5 0 should 
be embodied in the resolution to be forwarded to the 
above authorities. 

Revoked “That in the opinion of this Association 
the fee of £3 3 0 per day, offered by the Department of 
Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland to 
the members of the veterinary profession for the exami¬ 
nation of stallions under the new breeding scheme, is 
entirely inadequate in view of the loss of time involved 
and the great importance of the duties required. We 
consider that the lowest fee offered should be £5 5 0 
per day, and that all incidental expenses should be cor¬ 
respondingly increased.” 


The fees offered by the War Office for the employment 
of civilian veterinary surgeons were considered in some 
cases to be inadequate, and the discussion for arranging 
these fees was left over for future consideration. 

A discussion then arose with reference to the employ¬ 
ment by veterinary surgeons of unqualified assistants, 
and the meeting decided that a resolution be drawn up 
condemning the employment of these unqualified assis¬ 
tants. This resolution to be forwarded to the National 
V.M.A.1. and to the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 

Resolved “ That this Association having given close 
consideration to the subject, most strongly urge the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons to take such action 
as may be necessary to prohibit the employment of un¬ 
qualified assistants by its members.” 

The meeting was of opinion that each member of the 
Association should be supplied with a copy of the Anaes¬ 
thetics Bill. 

A discussion on the Ministry of Health Bill followed 
re the establishment of a Veterinary Section with a 
whole-time Veterinary Officer appointed to each County 
Council. 

The members present were very pleased to learn from 
the President who is the Veterinary Representative of 
the Ministry of Health Council at present Bitting in Dub¬ 
lin, that at one of their meetings he was able to carry 
unanimously the appointment of a whole-time veterinary 
officer to each County Council in Ireland. Several 
members joined in congratulating Mr. Johnston on being 
able to accomplish this great step forward for our pro¬ 
fession. 

A letter to the President was read from the Secretary 
(Mr. P. W. Reavy) of the National V.M.A. Irish Branch 
of which the following is a copy :— 

“At a meeting of the National V.A. (Irish Branch) 
held on the 5th inst. in Dublin, it was proposed that 
three members of the V.M.A.I., three from the Central 
V.M.A. and three from the Western V.M.A., should 
meet you in Dublin whenever it would be convenient 
for you. Their object would be to discuss with you the 
several points put forward by you at the Health Coun¬ 
cil. 

I would be obliged if you would let me know at your 
earliest convenience what date and hour would suit you. 
On hearing from you I will write the different members 
and let them know. I presume the Gresham Hotel 
would be the most convenient place to meet.” 

The President met the deputation at the Gresham 
Hotel, Dublin, the members present were Messrs. Wat¬ 
son, (President N.V.M.A.I.), Reavy, (Sec. N.V.M.A.I.), 
Holland, Malone, Carr, and Prof. Craig. The President 
(Mr. Watson) explained that they were met there to dis¬ 
cuss a proposed Veterinary Section (with a whole-time 
Veterinary Officer appointed to each County Council in 
Ireland) to the Ministry of Health. The deputation 
were anxious to know from Mr. Johnston how it was 
proposed to protect the part-time veterinary surgeons at 
present employed by the D.A.T.I. They were also 
pleased to know that Mr. Johnston had been successful 
m being able to carry the appointment of a whole-time 
Veterinary Officer to each County Council at the pre¬ 
vious meeting of the Ministry of Health Council, nut 
they regretted very much that they had not been in¬ 
formed of this fact previous to holding the meeting of 
the National V.M.A. I. on the 5th inst. However Mr. 
Johnston explained that immediately the meeting of the 
Ministry of Health concluded he approached the Chair¬ 
man (Dr. Coey Bigger) with a view of obtaining permis¬ 
sion to inform the Secretary of the N. V.M.A.I. of what 
had taken place, re the concession to our profession at 
this meeting and was met by a blank refusal. The de¬ 
putation were satisfied with Mr. Johnston’s explanation. 
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Mr. Watson said had they known the above fact it would 
have made a great difference at their meeting on the 5th 
inst. [A copy of the resolution appeared last week, p. 
260.] 

A lengthy discussion took place on several points in 
connection with the resolution which most of the mem¬ 
bers joined. Mr. Johnston said that he would save 
time by reading his proposed scheme which he had been 
successful in getting on the agenda of the Ministry of 
Health Council for the next meeting. [See pp. 260-61 
in our issue of Dec. 6th.] 

The discussion on the President's proposed scheme 
for the establishment of a Veterinary Section to the 
Ministry of Health in Ireland was very interesting inas¬ 
much as nearly all the members took part, and all were 
agreeable that the President should be supported. 

It was proposed by Mr. Howard M’Connell and secon¬ 
ded by Mr. A. M. Crichton that Mr. Johnston and Mr. 
£mery should draft a strong resolution supporting the 
above scheme and that copies of the resolution together 
with the statement of the proposed scheme should be 
sent to Mr. Ian Macpherson, Chief Secretary for Ireland. 
Dr. Coey Bigger, Chairman of the Council of the Mini¬ 
stry of Health for Ireland, the Rt.-Hon. Hugh T Barrie, 
m.p., Mr. T. P. Gill, Secretary to the D.A.T.I., Mr. D. S. 
Prentice, Chief Veterinary Inspector D.A.T.I. This was 
carried unanimously. 

Resolved “ That having carefully examined the pro¬ 
posals put forward by Mr. J. Ewing Johnston, m.b.b,, 
M.E.0.V.S, for the establishment of a Veterinary Section 
of the proposed Ministry of Public Health for Ireland. 
We desire to support those proposals in the strongest 
possible manner. Further, we are of the opinion that 
such a service is absolutely essential and imperative if 
the community is to be safeguarded from the many dis¬ 
eases communicable from animals both by direct infec¬ 
tion and by the use of diseased animal products. We 
call upon the authorities to take the earliest possible 
opportunity to bring about this long delayed and urgent¬ 
ly needed reform.” 

Further, that copies of the resolution and a statement 
of the scheme be sent to the Press. The following mem¬ 
bers agreed to endeavour to have the resolution and the 
statement appearing in their respective local press. 
Messrs. J. Kernohan, T. M’Guinness, A. M. Crichton, J. 
Lawther Jackson and H. Hannan. 

A vote of thanks was proposed to Mr. Johnston by 
Mr. A. M. Crichton and seconded by Mr. T. M’Guinness 
for his efforts in getting the profession represented on 
the Ministry of Health Council. This vote of thanks, 
was carried very heartily by all present. There being 
no further busines this most successful meeting came to 
a close. 


At a recent meeting of the Association, the following 
resolution was passed unanimously :— 

The Employment of Unqualified Assistants. 

“ That this Association, having given close considera • 
tion to the subject, most strongly urges the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons to take such action as may be 
necessary to prohibit the employment of unqualified 
assistants by its members. 

Further, that the Veterinary Papers should not accept 
advertisements of or for unqualfiea assistants. 

Copies of this resolution to be forwarded to the 
Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
the President of the Royal Veterinary College, and the 
Principals of the various Veterinary Schools. 

W. P. Walsh, Hon. Sec. 


FAREWELL DINNER OF COLONIAL 
GRADUATES. 

A farewell dinner organised by the Colonial officers 
who passed the final examination for Membership of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons was held at the 
Cafe Royal, Regent Street, on Thursday evening, 11th 
December, Major F. Murray-Jones, m.r.c.v.s., of Austra¬ 
lia, occupying the chair. 

The company consisted mainly of those who had 
passed the examination held at the Royal Veterinary 
College, Camden Town, earlier in the day, and the fact 
that their anxieties had been set at rest and that they 
bad successfully accomplished their object, many of them 
with honours, added to the gaiety of the occasion. The 
guests, comprising professors and examiners, were in¬ 
fected with the same spirit, and were naturally jubilant 
that their students haa so handsomely repaid the labour 
expended on them by passing the examination with re¬ 
cord honours. 

The following were present .— Principal Sir John 
M‘Fadyean, Profs. Macqueen. Reynolds, Shave and 
Wooldridge ; Mr. F. L. Gooch (Examiner); Mr. Carless, 
Major Callow (Australia), Capt, Collett (Canada), Capt. 
Edwards Mr. G. E. Franey, Capt. Geyer, Mr. J. It. 
Hayhurst, Capt. Hunter (Canada), Mr. Margarson, Mr. 
Marriott and Capt. Thierry, Visitors ; and the following 
newly qualified members of the Royal College of Veteri¬ 
nary Surgeons Australia , Capt. Clarke, Capt. Collins, 
Maj. James, Capt. J. B. Leitch, Capt. Legg, Maj. Mcln- 
doe, Capt. McNicol, Capt. Penrose, Capt. Standrope, 
Capt. Whitworth ; Canada— Capt. H. Colebourn, Capt. 
Gunning and Msu. C. G. Saunders, d.8.o. ; London — 
Messrs. Bakar, L. St. Bell Golledge, H. Jerrom, Sayer, 
and T. R, Thomas. 

The toast of “ The King ” proposed by the Chairman, 
was received with musicsu honours. 

Maj. C. G. Saunders, d.s.o. (Canada), in proposing 
the toast of “ The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 11 ' 
said that all those present at the dinner who had passed 
the final examination which had just been held were 
now very proud of the fact that they were members of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. By ad¬ 
mitting colonial graduates within the charmed circle of 
that great and traditional college he felt the time was 
coming when the Empire was going to be linked together 
even closer than it is at present, and that it is but the 
beginning of a very much closer relationship of the vet¬ 
erinary profession throughout the Empire. The great 
cry at the present time was for reconstruction, ana he 
therefore thought it desirable to remind the new mem¬ 
bers of the profession of what the Royal College had 
done in that direction since the end of the war. An¬ 
nouncements were made in the professional papers that 
Captain so-and-so, and Bombaaier so-and-so, who were 
forced to leave college at the beginning of the war, had 
been permitted to continue their studies, or had been 
excused examinations ; in other words the Royal Col¬ 
lege had made it easy for its prospective members to 
qualify for the profession. That seemed to him to be a 
very great and good work. In addition, the Royal Col¬ 
lege had been so kind as to recognise the services of 
Colonial officers by receiving them within its charmed 
circle. He sincerely hoped that all the new members 
would remember that it was their duty to carry on the 
great traditions of the College ; that there was no such 
thing as standing still nowadays ; that they must pro- 
ess or retrogress, and that it was up to them in the 
ture to take a very close interest in every move that 
was made for the betterment of the profession, and to 
maintain the standards of the past. (Cheers). 

Sir John M'Fadyean, who was very cordially re¬ 
ceived on rising to respond said, the words “ The Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons ” on toast lists wereoon. 
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strued in different senses. Sometimes they were inten¬ 
ded to refer to the Council of the Royal College, which 
was so to speak the Parliament of the profession in this 
country,ana hedesired to regard the toastfor the moment 
in that sense. He did not suppose there was any other 
country which had a body constituted exactly like the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. Some might 
think that the affairs of the veterinary profession in 
other countries were just as well managed in spite of 
that difference, but nevertheless he ventured to say that 
the progress and the welfare of the profession in this 
country were bound up with the history of the Royal 
College ; that it possessed functions of the most impor¬ 
tant character in that relation, and that it had just cause 
to be proud of what it had done in that direction in the 
past Great responsibilities were committed to it, be¬ 
cause it had within its own hands the drafting of the 
regulations which determined not only the subjects that 
should be studied by intending entrants to the profes¬ 
sion, but also the examinations and the appointment of 
the different Examiners and Superintendents of the ex¬ 
aminations. It followed, therefore, that it was by its 

? ;oodwill that it was made possible for veterinary officers 
rom different parts of the British Empire beyond the 
seas who had been serving in the recent war to come 
within the portals of the Royal College, and he knew 
that from the moment when the proposal was first 
broached at the Council it was received with enthusiasm 
and unanimity. He believed that the Council and the 
profession in general would always be pleased when they 
reflected that that particular opportunity of drawing 
closer the bonds between the members of tne profession 
in the other parts of the Empire was not lost. (Cheers). 
He understood that the President of the Royal College 
had already taken the opportunity to welcome the new 
members of the profession into the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, and he was sure all the other 
members of the Council desired to be associated with 
what he said in that connection. The Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons appointed the Examiners ; in the 
choice of the Examiners ’they always exercised very 

g reat care, and in consequence they placed thorough re* 
ance on the examinations. He believed it was very 
difficult to pass the examinations of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons, and in particular to pass the 
final examination, without having a good practical 
knowledge of what was really indispensable on the part 
of anyone who wished to engage in veterinary practice. 
He ventured to say, therefore, it was the feeling of those 
who had just been admitted to the profession that it 
was about something which they might well be proud. 
There was one feature in connection with the present 
examination to which he referred with pleasure. It 
hardly ever happened that in any examination nobody 
came to grief, and in spite of what he had said about the 
reliance that could be placed upon the examiners to as¬ 
sist the merits of candidates, there might be times when 
the man who failed was not perhaps the worst of the 
lot. (Laughter). In any case, one was always sorry for 
those who failed ; but those who were concerned in 
teaching had particular reason to be satisfied with the 
result on the present occasion, because it was very sel¬ 
dom that there had been such a large proportion of 
passes. (Cheers). If any fault was to be found with 
the examiners appointed by the Royal College it was 
apparently that they set too high a standard and very 
seldom gave honours. His own personal opinion was 
that they set perhaps too high a standard in failing to 
remember how limited was their own knowledge of 
practical affairs when they passed. (Laughter and cheers) 
On the present occasion, nowever, they were all very 
pleased tnat the examiners had given a larger proportion 
of honours than in any examination for 20 years (cheers); 
and he did not believe that that was in the least due to 


the fact that the examiners were in a lenient mood, but 
that the gentlemen who presented themselves had a 
higher knowledge than usual in the subjects of the final 
examination. (Cheers). He concluded by again thank¬ 
ing those present for the kindly way in which the toast 
had been received. 

Capt. Gunning, (Canada) in proposing the toast of 
“ The Examiners ” said that many of those present had 
been thinking for months past about the examination, 
and as the time drew near the thoughts of what an ex¬ 
aminer of the R.C.V.S. was seemed to grow (Laughter). 
He did not know whether the candidates thought that 
the examiners belonged to the upper or lower world. 
(Laughter). But when the eventful day came they were 
immensely glad to find that not only were they human 
but sympathetic, and did all they could to make the lot 
of the students an easy one. He was sure he expressed 
the feeling of everyone who had been examined when he 
said he thanked them, for the kind way in which they 
had been treated. 

Mr. F. L. Gooch, in responding on behalf of the 
examiners, said they tried to do their duty fairly and 
squarely. The examiners did not pass a man if they 
thought it was going to be a hard task for him with his 
present knowledge to get a living. He was very glad 
indeed to hear the words that had fallen from Sir John 
as to the examiners at the present examination awarding 
a higher percentage of marks than they had done for the 
previous 20 years. He could truthfully say on behalf of 
the examiners that the men before them on the present 
occasion were above the average, and there had been a 
sympathetic feeling, as there should be, between exam¬ 
iners and examined. Speaking from the stand-point of 
an examiner, he believed it to be the honest duty of 
an examiner to see what a man knew, and not what he 
did not know, and if a man was a proper examiner at 
all he ought to be able to calculate the condition of a 
man’s mind during the first five or six minutes that he 
sat before him. Some of the students in their papers 
tried the nerves and patience of the examiners, ana he 
appealed to the students in future to be a little more 
concise, not only for their own sakes but for the sake of 
the examiners. Most of the questions that were set 
were ordinary questions upon which it was unnecessary 
to write a long thesis. Time was not sufficient for that, 
and the more concise the answer the better, provided the 
student kept himself to the question before him. He 
also hoped students would take two or three lessons in 
writing before sitting for their examination. (Laugh¬ 
ter). It sometimes took the examiners five or six 
minutes to decipher what was written, and that was not 
fair either to the examiner or to the student. The 
student’s answer might be very good, but if the exam¬ 
iner could not read it how was he to judge of its merits ? 
He was very pleased to be present at the Dinner, be¬ 
cause he felt it had increased his circle of friends at the 
College. He hoped all the students who had been 
examined that day and had passed would in the future 
write to their examiners and let them know how they 
were getting on in private life, because it encouraged the 
tutors and also the examiners. He would appreciate it 
as a very great honour to receive a letter from any one 
of those present when he returned to his native soil. 

Mr. L. St. Bel Golledge, in proposing the Toast of 
“ The Professors,” said he felt somewhat like Daniel in 
the lion’s den, and that it was necessary for him to be 
somewhat guarded in his remarks. (Laughter). The 
students greatly appreciated the trouble and pains Sir 
John M‘Fadyean had taken with them since they had 
been under his charge, and especially the way in which 
he and his staff had carried out their arduous task of 
looking after them. He believed Prof. Shave celebrated 
that eveoing his 40th anniversary of becoming a Mem¬ 
ber of the Royal College of Veterinary SurgeonB. 
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(Cheers). Prof. Shave had acted as a nurse to the stu¬ 
dents ever since they came to the College. (Laughter). 
He fed them on Glaxo ; he started them on their veter¬ 
inary career, and when they caught little ailments he 
was only too pleased to try and cure them. (Laughter). 
Prof. Macqueen, as was the wont of his countrymen, was 
verv ailen (Laughter). But they were going to try to 
make him talk that evening. He was only to pleased to 
give very sound advice to the students, which they all 
greatly appreciated. They also highly;valued the trouble 
Prof. Wooldridge had taken with them not only during 
College hours but also out of them. They were also very 
pleased to welcome Prof. Reynolds back again, and hoped 
in the near future to hear some of his exploits. He 
desired, in conclusion, also to thank Prof. Woodruff for 
all he had done for Veterinary students, particularly the 
Australians present, many of whom had been under him 
during their course of study. 

Prof. Shave, who was very warmly received on rising 
to respond, said he was very sorry to say that it was 
quite true that he had been a Member of the College for 
40 years. He had had charge of the Anatomical De¬ 
partment for about 30 years, and it might be said that 
it was about time he made room for a younger man. 
Before long, perhaps, “ the old chap ” would vacate his 
place which would be filled by a younger and more 
robust man. He congratulated all the young men who 
had passed the examination, both the Englishmen and 
the Colonials. It was especially gratifying to the Pro¬ 
fessors that the Royal Veterinary College had attracted 
to it so large a number of gentlemen from the Colonies 
who appeared to be anxious to become possessed of the 
oldest veterinary qualification in the British Empire, 
and in saying farewell to them he wished them every 
success wherever they went. (Cheers). 

Prof. Macqueen, who received a very boisterous 
welcome on rising to respond, said that what those 
present probably wanted him to say was something of a 
favourable character, something tnat they were not in 
the habit of hearing from him. (Laughter). Sir John 
had made some very nice sentimental remarks, the truth 
of which he would leave those present to judge. 
(Laughter). He did not think the gentleman present 
were the best men he had ever taught. (Laughter). 
He had more experience of examiners and examinations 
than Mr. Gooch, and he did not look upon Mr. Gooch 
as an ideal examiner, although he was a very good one. 
(Laughter). The Dinner was called a Farewell Banquet, 
but he hoped it was not altogether of that character. 
Cheers). He looked upon the Colonials who had just 
passed the examination in the form of pioneers of a 
large flock of similar gentlemen who would follow in 
their footsteps and obtain the qualification of Member¬ 
ship of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
After such an excellent Dinner he would not be expec¬ 
ted to enlarge upon the various qualifications of those 
present. He considered them a very distinguished lot. 
(Laughter). And what he was not able to say in their 
favour they could readily supply from their own inner- 
consciences. (Laughter.) He was very pleased at the 
success of that day’s examination; he might also add 
that he was considerably surprised. (Laughter). He 
congratulated those who had passed upon their success, 
which was dearly won, and they deserved all they had 
gained by it. He hoped it would be the means of 
making them rich. (Laughter). It had never made 
him rich. (Laughter). He hoped it would make them 
happy and give them that leisure to which a veterinary 
professor never seems to attain. He hoped they would 
prosper to their hearts content wherever they might find 
themselves, and he hoped they would not forget the 
Royal Veterinary College in Camden Town—probably 
they would not. (Laughter). They would remember 


the buildings, the equipment, and some of the tutors, 
who, however, wished them well. (Cheers). 

Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, who was also heartily 
cheered on rising to respond, joined with the previous 
speakers in congratulating those who had attained the 
object of their sojourn in London by becoming Members 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. He did 
not altogether like the words “ Farewell Dinner ” that 
were printed on the front of the Menu Card, because 
farewell very often implied that it was the last that one 
would see of a particular person. He would rather 
make a play upon the words and say that each of them 
hoped that the rest present would fare well during the 
rest of their career. (Cheers). Mr. Golledge had re¬ 
minded the gathering that not only had he (Prof. 
Wooldridge) talked to the students during schedule 
times, but that he had also engaged them in impromptu 
“grinds” on other occasions. Like the parrot in the 
story for which Sir John M‘Fadyean was, he believed, 
responsible, he “ talked too damn much.” (Laughter). 
He desired, in conclusion, to thank the Colonial students 
for the very pleasant time they had given him. Previous 
to their coming to the College he had little or no ex¬ 
perience of Colonial graduates, and he was given to 
understand that their training left a considerable amount 
to be desired. He confessed that he had been converted 
in that respect—if conversion was necessary, and he 
was more than satisfied that the standard of professional 
educational that had been attained by the Colonial 
graduates with whom it had been his privilege to mix 
during the past few months had been considerably better 
than ne had ever anticipated. He was very pleased 
indeed to know that the Colonial graduates had been 
able to crown their previous successes by obtaining the 
diploma .of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
and he sincerely hoped that many more would follow in 
their foot-steps. (Cheers). 

Prof. Reynolds, who also responded, said he acknow¬ 
ledged the Toast more as a brother officer of the Colonial 
graduates than as a professor. He could take no credit 
whatever for the teaching of the gentlemen who had 
been successful in obtaining their diploma at the present 
examination, as he had only recently returned to the 
teaching staff. It had been his pleasure to meet many 
of the Colonial Veterinary Surgeons during the time he 
was serving, in the R.A.V.C. and could say that some of 
their best men compared favourably witn some of our 
best men. and some of their worst men competed very 
favourably with some of our worst men. He endorsed 
Prof. Macqueen’s hope that the Colonial Officers who 
were now Members of the Royal College were only 
pioneers of many other Colonial graduates who would 
come to England and obtain the diploma of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. (Cheers). 

Capt. H. Colebourn (Canada), m proposing the toast 
of “ The Visitors,” said he was very proud that he was 
now a member of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur¬ 
geons, and desired to thank Sir John M‘Fadyean and 
his staff for the interest they had taken in the Colonial 
graduates, who were now very much better men because 
of their stay at Camden Town. He did not think the 
dinner was going to be a farewell dinner by any means 
because he did not see why some of the younger mem¬ 
bers of the profession should not go out to Canada one 
day. ' Canada was a great big land with immense oppor¬ 
tunities, and he would like to see some of the memoers 
of the Royal College reciprocate by going to Canada, 
because it would give the Colonial men an opportunity 
of treating the members of the Royal College in the way 
in which they had been treated in London. So far as 
the visitors were concerned, Captain Edwards and Mr. 
Hayhurst had always been willing to help the Colonials 
by every means in their power during their stay in Lon¬ 
don* 
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Capt. Edwards, in responding to the toast, said he 
could not claim to have reached the heights of sentiment¬ 
ality attributed to Sir John MJFadyean, nor had he yet 
attained to those depths of cynicism which characterise 
Prof. Macqueen. (Laughter). The least he could say 
in responding to the toast was to laud the social virtues 
of the Colonials. They were not boastful individuals 
who laid down the law as to what should be done and 
how it should be done, but they had been very good fel¬ 
lows, who had made themselves so much one of them, 
that any differences there might be had been forgotten. 
He hoped sincerely that the Colonials would think none 
the worse of the examiners by reason of the fact that 
two of them had had the misfortune to fail in the ex¬ 
amination. (Cheers). 

Mr. J. It. Hayhurst, who also responded, said that 
since the Armistice he had conducted classes on Food 
Inspection which had been attended by about 120 stu¬ 
dents. He was therefore in a position to express an 
opinion about Canadians, Australians, and even New 
Zealanders, and he could, without any hesitation, say 
that with very few exceptions they were exceedingly 
good men who always took a great interest in their work. 
Captain Colebourn had told him that in many respects 
as far as food inspection was concerned this country had 
a lot to learn. Anyone who knew anything at all about 
food inspection in this country was aware that it was 
far behind practically the majority of other countries. 
The whole thing was wrong from beginning to end. 
The private slaughter-houses which were scattered about 
the country did not permit of a uniform high standard 
of meat inspection, and in certain districts there was no 
meat inspection at all. The Colonial graduates had 
learned a lot at Camden Town, but veterinary surgeons 
in this country had also learned a lot from them, and he 
believed their methods would help in formulating plans 
whereby a more efficient inspection in this country not 
only of iheat but of milk would be brought about. 
(Cheers). 

Capt. J. B. Leitgh, in proposing the toast of “ Our¬ 
selves” said it was a very inviauous one, because it 
meant that the individual who proposed it had to blow 
his own horn. The diploma of Membership of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, which he had 
gained that day, was one of the things he had looked 
forward to for the last 30 years. He was present at the 
first lecture that was ever delivered in Australia on 
veterinary science, and since (hat time many efforts had 
been made to obtain recognition in this country for di¬ 
plomas granted in Australia, but every approach that 
nad been made by the Australians to toe Royal College 
had been turned down. Eventually the Royal College 
gave the opportunity to service men who had obtained 
the Veterinary degree in the colonies to attend the final 
year’s course at the Veterinary Colleges in this country. 

Why Bhould colonial veterinary surgeons not be treated 
in the same way as colonial lawyers and doctors 1 When 
they qualified in the Colonies their qualifications were 
recognised in this country. The Colonies did not desire 
to boycott English veterinary surgeons and say that as 
England would not recognise Colonial veterinary sur¬ 
geons the Colonies would not allow English veterinary 
surgeons to practise in the Colonies. They did not wish 
to be quarrelsome, but to obtain what they considered 
was justice, by convincing their English brothers of the 
justice of their cause. Although the fact that he was 
now an m.r.c.v.s., would not benefit him one farthing, 
he felt quite stimulated when he heard that he had gained 
the diploma. The Colonial Governments put them on 
their mettle, and warned them to do their best to pass 
the examinations for the good and honour of the country 
to which they belonged. (Cheers). 

The Chairman, in responding, expressed on behalf of 
the colonials particularly their appreciation of the great 


honour that had been done them by the attendance of 
Sir John M’Fadyean and his brother professors at the 
Dinner, and also their deep appreciation of the very 
broad attitude that was adopted when the request was 
put forward to allow them to sit for the final examina¬ 
tion . The Colonials were particularly thankful for the 
help the professors had given in placing at their disposal 
their special knowledge and experience, from which they 
bad gained so much. He sincerely hoped that the kindly 
interest they had taken in the welfare of the colonials 
would not cease when they shook hands and said a tem¬ 
porary farewell, but that everyone would feel conscious 
that another link in the chain of veterinary history 
which bound the Colonies to the Mother Country had 
been forged. Speaking on behalf of himself as well as 
others, he felt tne benefits that had been gained as a 
result of the course were manifold. Many of the Colo¬ 
nials had come to the College straight from the field : 
they were very rusty at their professional work, and haa 
lost the ability to concentrate themselves on things that 
mattered. It was therefore not hard to realise what 
getting down to work again had meant for them. It 
had fitted them up with special knowledge so that they 
could go back witn confidence to their respective spheres 
and face the things that lay ahead. The Toast “ Our¬ 
selves” he took to mean the veterinary profession of 
Great Britain, Canada, and Australia, and he hoped very 
soon to be able to say South Africa as well. It meant 
that they should take a keen interest in the status of 
the veterinary surgeons in each and all of those coun¬ 
tries ; that they should attentively watch the conditions 
under which the veterinary surgeon had to work, the 
many problems he was up against, and see how they 
could help by, to use an army term, 4t keeping touch.” 
That could be done in the Colonies by means of local 
associations affiliated with a central body, and he went 
further, and suggested the advisability of developing an 
Imperial Conference which should be held periodically, 
ana at which provision should be made for Colonial 
representation. He was not able to say that he spoke 
at the present moment with the authority of the Aus¬ 
tralian Government, but he thought he was perfectly safe 
in saying that they would support any measure towards 
that end, recognising that Australia would profit very 
largely from it. 

Coming to their needs, there was one thing he thought 
that stood out more than anything else—tne necessity 
of “shouldering up,” “keeping touch.” “closing up, 
and removing the gaps which had separated them in the 
past. They should “ tighten up ” one to the other in 
the endeavour to obtain solidarity of purpose in improv¬ 
ing the interests of the veterinary profession. He 
pleaded that the Colonies should be given a chance to 
44 shoulder up ” on to a common centre, which he sug¬ 
gested should be the Governing body in this country, 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. Let that 
body take a stand and, metaphorically, flag her position 
with two propositions emblazoned on the flag. First 
recognition of Colonial practitioners ; and second, special 
provision for Colonial graduates if they thought fit to 
come accross and qualify for the m.r.c.v.s., after spend¬ 
ing one year at a Veterinary College in this country. 
(Cheers.) If the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
would give some indication in that direction, there never 
was a better time than the present for obtaining the 
best results. (Cheers). 

The concluding Toast, that of “ The Press,” was pro- 

r ied by Major James, and responded to by Mr. G. 
Franey. 

During the evening Mr. A. E. Nichols entertained the 
company with a number of comic songs, which were 
appreciated by all present. 
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PART OR WHOLE-TIME INSPECTORS. 

Tour editorial in this week’s V.R. evidently favours 
the appointment of whole-time veterinary inspectors. 

At the present time every inch of the country is 
mapped out into areas with a veterinary inspector in 
charge, who can be got to any part of his district within 
an hour, (unless otherwise engaged, which equally ap- 
lies to a whole-timer). Travelling expenses are thus re- 
uced to a minimum, and efficiency and dispatch far 
superior to any other method. Do away with the part- 
time local inspector, and what occurs 1 Scores of men 
would leave their practices—I, for certain, as being un- 
remunerative — and large tracts of country would be 
left to the mercy of empirics ; with what result has been 
shown once or twice in the case of foot-and-mouth dis¬ 
ease. 

The B.of A. local inspectors are sent indiscriminately 
into the districts of other local inspectors, which is not 
conducive to obtaining the active co operation of the 
latter or of their clients, with results as might be expec¬ 
ted in swine fever. These being outside the pale of the 
beautifully arranged local authority scheme should not 
be taken into account in valuing the present satisfactory 
arrangement. 

If whole-time inspectors were appointed to do the 
work of a county, unless a number were appointed, 
which in the present state of the country’s finances does 
not admit of it, the travelling expenses would be enor¬ 
mous, and delay very considerable in getting from one 
end of the county to another. I can picture a whole- 
timer diagnosing a case of mange, telling the local prac- 
tioner to cure it, and he will return to say if it is cured. 

No, thanks. I would rather take a “ pub.” 

W.T.D.B. 

THE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND 
VETERINARY RESEARCH. 

To the Editor of The Farmer and Stockbreeder , 

Sir,—It is stated in the Press that the Board of Agri¬ 
culture is instituting another laboratory and staff at a 
cost in salaries of some £5000 or £6000 a year, which 
raises the Question whether it is for the public good 
that bo much scientific research should be monopolised 
by it, to the sterilisation of all other sources of investi¬ 
gation. 

Owing to the Board’s methods during recent years 
practically all veterinary research work is now entirely 
mit8 hand, and it is impossible to believe that this is to 
the benefit of the agricultural interest generally. 

The results, especially as regards swine fever, sheep 
scab, anthrax, etc., cannot be said to have achieved any 
unqualified success. The Board’s action requiring all 
cases to be reported to it, and investigated by it alone, 
has prevented opportunities for research by our agricul¬ 
tural universities and similar bodies. Hence has arisen 
a total lack of that competition, criticism, publicity and 
private credit which are the chief incentives to keen in¬ 
vestigation. The public have no check or knowledge 
whatever of work done solely by a Government labora¬ 
tory. It may be excellent or it may be the reverse. 
What would be thought were it proposed to concentrate 
all the medical research of the country in the hands of a 
Government department 1 What would be its effect on 
the faculty 1 It now appears that the great field of re¬ 
search, economic entomology, so ably originated by the 
late Miss Ormerod, is to be another monopoly. Surely, it 
would be better for agricultural interests if the Board 
were to assist aud co-ordinate the work of other centres 
of investigation, instead of discouraging it.—I am, etc., 

Cor. 

Sir,—Under the signature of M Cor,” in your issue of 
November 3rd,'a letter appears on the above subject. 


The information conveyed is so contrary to the fact that 
attention Bhould be called to the inaccuracy of the infor¬ 
mation possessed by a correspondent whose object, no 
doubt, is to instruct your readers. He states in the first 
place that the Board of Agriculture are instituting 
another laboratory and staff in connection with the above 
subject. A careful enquiry has been made at the Board, 
but nothing is known about this new laboratory. 

It may be pointed out, then, that “Cor” introduces 
his subject, and proceeds to discuss it, on a statement 
which is contrary to fact, but alleged by him to have 
had its origin in the Press. As nothing is known at the 
Board, perpaps Cor ” would be good enough to help 
further inquiry by supplying the exact Quotation from 
the Press upon which nis statement was founded. 

There are in “ Cor’s ” letter, however, other statements 
contrary to fact, for which he himself presumably accepts 
responsibility. He says the Board have monopolised 
veterinary research, and thereby sterilised all other 
sources of investigation. What are the facts'? The 
Board have for some years, and surely quite properly, 
maintained a laboratory for veterinary research. If it 
be (that the output of work from that laboratory has 
been such as to give anyone the impression that the 
Board have monopolised research, it is much to the 
credit of the Board’s workers, and it must be encouraging 
to stock-owners who look to the Board for first-hand 
advice. It is unlikely, however, that the honesty and 
modesty of the workers will permit them to lay claim to 
such monopoly. They are doubtless aware of the work 
which is being carried on by other institutions having 
no connection with the Board, except that in several 
cases the Board make considerable contributions in 
money to further the carrying out of programmes of re¬ 
search prepared independently by these institutions 
themselves. 

The fact is that, whatever may be the volume of output 
as regards research from this or that institution, the 
Board contribute a very much greater sum of money for 
investigation outside the Department than for investiga¬ 
tion inside. Your correspondent “Cor” complains 
further that by requiring outbreaks of certain scheduled 
diseases of a contagious nature to be reported to the 
authorities, and to be taken charge of by them. Uni¬ 
versities and similar bodies are deprived of opportunities 
of research. Surely he has made the mistake of con¬ 
fusing with research the control of outbreaks of diseases, 
which necessarily involve inquiries as regards origin, 
extension and prevention. Such work is not the func¬ 
tion of Universities; it would not be possible for 
Universities to maintain the necessary organisation and 
staff for its accomplishment, nor have they attempted 
to do so. Hence the responsibility has righily devolved 
upon a Government Department. To the normal mind 
it is difficult to see what just cause of complaint can be 
be based on the action of a Government Department in 
making adequate provision for the accomplishment of 
public duties which have been assigned to it by Parlia¬ 
ment. The suggestion of your correspondent “ Cor ” in 
this connection seems to be that multiple bodies should 
have the right of free access to the premises of owners 
whose stock is infected with contagious diseases, in 
•rder that they may carry on some kind of investigation. 
The assessment of the value of such a proposal may be 
left to the general body of stock-owners, and to those 
conversant with the principles which govern the control 
and eradication of certain diseases which are character¬ 
ised by extreme contagiousness and destructive possi¬ 
bilities. Whether or not the rather flattering suggestion 
be true, that the Board are the institution most actively 
engaged in veterinary research, it is absurd to say that 
these justifiable and necessary activities sterilise the 
efforts of any other institution seriously engaged in the 
same work.—I am, etc. 

Frank W. Garnett. 
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AN UNDESIRABLE APPOINTMENT. 

Dear Sir.—Under the heading of “ Personal ” in your 
issue of week ending December 6th there is a paragraph 
to the effect that Capt. T. Forbes had resigned the ap¬ 
pointment of Veterinary Lecturer under the Cornwall 
Education Committee. 

As one of the rejected candidates for the same post 
when originally advertised, may I congratulate Capt. 
Forbes. So long as a brother veterinarian occupied this 
post my lips were more or less sealed, but now that the 
post is vacant and may be advertised may I give the 
Council and others some idea of the requirements. 

I was interviewed by a large committee composed, to 
judge by appearances, of Squires, one or two retired 
officers, and farmers. The interview can be boiled down 
as follows, as regards essentials. After going through 
my credentials, etc. 

Chairman : You understand that your services would 
be at the absolute disposal of the Committee ?—Yes. 

Chairman : You would be prepared to ride a motor 
cycle 1—No. 

Then the farmer representative took over the cross- 
examination. 

F. R.: After your lectures, would you consider it in¬ 
consistent with your professional honour to give pre¬ 
scriptions to be used on the diseases you had described 1— 
Yes most decidedly. Prescriptions are useless without 
accurate diagnosis, apart altogether from the fact that 
by so doing I would be committing a breach of etiquette, 
to say the least of it, 

F. R. : But surely after a lecture on, say actinomycosis 
or milk fever, you would tell the meeting how to treat 
the disease ? —I could not do so. I would tell them how 


to use household remedies in urgent cases pending the 
arrival of a qualified man. I look on these lectures as 
first aid lectures solely. 

Chairman : That will do thanks. You can wi thdraw. 

Myself : May I say that if you get a man who will 
betray his profession in such a manner he will most 
likely betray you also. 

I then withdrew feeling confident J would get the 
post ! 

Surely, sir, our Council should be in a position to in 
vestigate all advertisements issued in your columns and a 
“ blacklist ’’—vide B.M.J. 

To-day I have had forwarded me an elaborate pros¬ 
pectus entitled “ Ghyllwood ” The Wyresdale Agricul¬ 
tural School, situated at Garstang, Lancs. 

Extracts.— 11 Lectures will be delivered by ... . and 
a Veterinary Expert.” 

“ Mr. Arthur Breakell, m.r.c.v.s., will give a course of 
lectures on Veterinary Science Subjects.” 

Further on— 

Division B. Ill, Shire stud. 

Veterinary work. 

Docking. 

Castrating, etc. 

I am sure it is only necessary to draw Mr. Breakells 
attention to this to ensure that he will refrain from 
teaching what we are taught to think of and charge for 
as operations. 

Meanwhile I am increasing my subscription to the 
Victoria Benevolent Fund—it seems to me that I shall 
soon be drawing out instead of paying in—Yours, 

Dec. 12th. Country Vrt. 
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Claim against Gateshead “Vet.” 

At the Gateshead County Court, Robert Edward Gib- 
son t of 120, Pilgrim Street Newcastle, made a claim 
against Thomat Russell Jarvie, veterinary surgeon, of 
18, Jackson Street, Gateshead, for £2, the value of a 
dog, destroyed by him whilst iu his charge and without 
the plaintiffs authority. There was a counter-claim for 
7 8. 6 d. for services rendered. 

Plaintiff said he owned a small Pomeranian dog for 12i 
years, and it developed a cough. In March witness ana 
nis wife were living at a private hotel in Jesmond, and 
the dog was a bit of a nuisance to the other guests. He 
took it to a Newcastle veterinary surgeon, and then to 
Mr. Jarvie, who said the animal had developed asthma, 
and he could not cure it, but he thought he could do it 
some good if it was left a few days. Arrangements had 
been made for taking the dog into the country, but 
witness left it with Sir. Jarvie. The next day he tele¬ 
phoned to Mr. Jarvie to make sure that the dog was not 
destroyed, but he was told that it was too late—it had 
been put down. Seeing that the thing was an accom¬ 
plished fact, Mr. Gibson said he mignt have allowed the 
matter to drop, but Mr. Jarvie sent nim a bill for 7«. 6 d. 
which was adding insult to injury. (Laughter.) 

Cross-examined, witness denied that he had said that 
if the dog could not be cured he would have it put 
down. 

His Honour said he could not take it as gospel that a 
dog dying of asthma was worth £2. 

Plaintiff: It does not matter about that your Honour. 

His honour : Well, why are you here then 1—Because 
if I pay this 7 s. 6 d. it would be admitting that I gave 
the order for it to be destroyed. 

His Honour : Certainly, but you could have resisted 
that without claiming £2. 

Mr. Jarvie said that when he saw the dog it was 
“ sniffing, coughing and spitting all over the place. It 
was practically done; all its bronchial tubes were stopped 
up, and it would probably have died at the first cold it 
got. He told Mr. Gibson that he could not cure it, and 
Mr. Gibson said : “ I think you had better put it down 
in the most humane fashion possible. I would like you 
to chloroform it and to bury it in the garden. He also 
said witness had not to say anything about it for four 
or five days in order that he could break the news to his 
wife. 

His Honour said he was inclined to think that the 
action had been brought in order to enable plaintiff to 
justify his position with his wife. He believed that 
when plaintiff found his dog could not be cured he gave 
orders for it to be destroyed. There would be judge¬ 
ment for defendant on the claim and counter claim —The 
Evening Chronicle. 


The Ministry of Agriculture. 

The President of the Board of Agriculture (Lord Lee 
of Fareham) has now approved of the reorganisation of 
the Board and the regrouping of its functions into five 
main Departments, each under an Executive Head, re¬ 
sponsible, in the case of the three Agricultural Depart¬ 
ments, to the President direct, and, in the case of the 
Fisheries and Welsh Departments, to the President 
through the Parliamentary Secretary. Sir A. Griffith- 
Boscawen, in addition to his duties as Parliamentary 
Secretary, has been appointed Deputy Minister of Fish- 
eries 

Sir A. Daniel Hall, k.o.b., f.ils., is to be Chief Scien¬ 
tific Adviser to the Board and Director-General of the 
Intelligence Department. Mr. Lawrence Weaver, C.B.E., 
to be Chief Commercial Adviser to the Board and Direc¬ 
tor-General of the Land and Supplies Department. Mr. 
F. L. C. Fioud, c.b., to be General Secretary to the 


Board and Director-General of the Finance and Econ¬ 
omics Department. These form the President's Admini¬ 
strative Council, which meets twice weekly to consider 
questions of policy and to secure the co-ordination of 
the various Departments. 

Mr. H. G. Maurice, c.b., has been appointed Fisheries 
Secretary and Principal Assistant Secretary to the 
Board. Mr. C. Bryner Jones (an Assistant Secretary of 
the Board) has been appointed Welsh Secretary, in 
special charge of the Welsh Office. Both these omcers 
will be entitled to attend the Administrative Council 
when matters affecting their respective Departments are 
under consideration. The same rule applies to Mr. F. 
A. Jones, c.b., the Legal Adviser to the Board. 

Sir A. Griffith-Boscawen, is Deputy Chairman, and 
Sir A. Daniel Hall Vice-Chairman, of the Administrative 
Council. 

Mr. R. J. Thompson, O.B.K., and Mr. H. L. French 
O.R.B.. have been appointed Assistant Secretaries to the 
Board, to fill the vacancies created by the promotions of 
Mr F. L. C. Fioud and Mr. H. G. Maurice. 

The Councils of Agriculture and the Advisory Com¬ 
mittee, which are to advise the Board on agricultural 
questions, depend for their creation upon the passage 
through Parliament of the Agriculture Councils Bill, but 
it is hoped that they will be constituted shortly. The 
higher organisation of the Board will then be complete. 


The Relations of Local Shows, 

Light Horse Breeding, and Railways. 

f< The following note is from a long letter to Live Stock 
Journal by W. Leighton, dating from Leeds. 

“ Having attended a majority of the Royal Shows, 
nearly ever^ Yorkshire show, and a great proportion or 
northern district exhibitions of stock for about forty 
years, the writer is thoroughly convinced that the set¬ 
back to the breeding of every kind of live stock, if not 
also to the pursuit of most other branches of agricultural 
industry resulting from the suspension of shows is quite 
incalculable. In Yorkshire especially, and in many 
other agricultural counties, the county and the district 
shows constitute one of the main sources of energy to 
every class of landlord, farmer, stockbreeder and labourer 
I can confidently say that, though I have chatted and 
compared notes with many hundreds, if not a few thou¬ 
sands, of judges and exhibitors at all the Bhows I have 
attended, I have yet to meet tho exhibitor of live stock 
who, whether he had won or lost, did not leave the show 
yard determined to go one better in preparing his stock 
for next years competition. All shows are the very life 
and soul of a stock-breeding district So, if any depart¬ 
ment of the Government feels that it ought to have a 
hand in resuscitating the pursuit of breeding fine horses, 
the best thing it can possibly do is to persuade all rail¬ 
way authorities in future to relax or remove all such 
restrictions as have prevented the holding of so many 
of the most important shows during the war." 


OBITUARY. 

John Weir Whiteoross, m.r.c.v.s., Elmside, Kingston- 
on-Thames. Graduated Edin: April 1887. 

Mr.Whitecross, formerly Professor at the Royal (Dick) 
Veterinary College, Edinburgh, died on Monday 15th 
inst., after a long illness, the result of an accident. 


The 76th Annual issue of Messrs. J. and A. Church- 
hill's Medical Directory contains the names of 44,260 
medical men and women with their record of academic 
distinction and professional standing. This is an 
increase of 1160 names on last year's record, the increase 
being due chiefly to “ practitioners resident abroad." 


H TKQeefcl? journal for tbc profession 

Founded by William Hunting, p.b.o.v.b. 
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Election op Council R.C.V.S., 1920. 


The year has not been satisfactory for the nation, 
but it oan hardly be called unsatisfactory for the 
profession. Veterinary surgeons, confronted with 
much the same difficulties as other men, are dealing 
with them more successfully than are many olasses. 

The many temporary army veterinary surgeons 
are demobilised, and re-settling in civil life under 
altered conditions. Doubtless, in some cases, there 


Further nominations have now been received, 


and the list up to date i 

Burt, W. 

Clarkson, J. 
Faithfull, T. J. 
Garnett, F. W. 
Locke, G. H. 


as follows:— 

M‘Fadyean, Sir J. 
Share-Jones, Dr. J. 
Trigger, R. C. 
Willett, J. 


are difficulties in so doing; but they are certainly 
no greater than those met with in most other call¬ 
ings, and less than in many. As this is going on, 
there are many signs that members generally are 
returning to their old professional interests. The 
journals, and especially the reports of Societies’ 
proceedings, are now beginning to show ample evi¬ 
dence of the renewal of activities which the war 
suspended. We are settling down to oivil work 
again more surely and steadily than many other 
sections of the nation. Some amongst us, as some 
everywhere, show a certain impatience and lack of 
balanced judgment in the new conditions ; but our 
ranks contain enough level-headed men to counter¬ 
act these. 

Our present need is to coolly understand our posi¬ 
tion, and steadily develop and utilise our considerable 
resources. We have an ideal political machinery, 
the working of which is naturally arousing more 
interest in members than usual. That interest 
should be continuous, not spasmodic; and mem¬ 
bers would do more good by systematically following 
the Council's work and influencing its policy by 
their voting power, than by either fitful outbursts of 
discontent or the pursuit of the will-o’-the-wisp of 
a 11 |reoonstitution of the profession.’’ Our consti¬ 
tution is sound enough ; all we need is to learn the 
proper use of the powers it gives us. 

Similarly, in the “ National ” and its local branohes 
we have a most admirable machine for intercourse 
and combination which we have not yet fully de¬ 
veloped. Many a member keeps outside all So¬ 
cieties, on the ground that they have never done 
any good to himself. As a matter of fact the 
Societies oolleotively have done something for prac¬ 
tically every member, and would do infinitely more 
if they were steadily supported and used by the j 
whole profession. It is on these lines of consistent 
and patient development of our resources that our 
main future progress depends. This year has seen 
some attempts to initiate the process; next year 
should see more. 


BRACKEN POISONING? 

Typical Symptoms: —Animal stiff behind; mus¬ 
cular tremors over neck and hip; salivating a little ; 
ruminating listlessly at intervals, suddenly ceasing ; 
expression bright; volar flexion of one or both fet¬ 
locks ; dung very dark ; followed by a black foetid 
diarrhoea containing mucus, blood and blood clot ; 
urine pale; visible muscous membranes pale; pulse 
frequent, fast, becoming irregular; temperature 107 
to 108. Duration of disease three to seven days, 
ending in death. 

Post mortem : —Flesh as if bled; petechia and 
ecchymosis of the abomasum give it a marble-like 
appearance. A few feet of the small intestine is 
usually blaok, the lumen filled with blood and fib- 
rinated blood clot. The other organs are normal 
but pale in colour, owing to extravasation of blood 
into the alimentary canal. 

Cases occur up to a week after animals are shifted 
to clean pastures. 

I have not found bracken or fern to any extent in 
any of the cases. It may be digested beyond recog¬ 
nition if eaten green. The oases referred to, how¬ 
ever, were in August, when the fronds are strong. 
I enquired regarding this disease of the veterinary 
surgeon in the worst bracken area I know. His 
reply was “ I doubt your bracken poisoning. Brac¬ 
ken does not poison the cattle in my practice.” I 
had a total of twelve oases, two of which recovered. 
The treatment consisted of demulcents, quinine, 
anti-febrin, sodii sal, linseed oil, tannoform and 
camphor. 

If bracken is the cause, why in some seasons and 
not in others ? Why in some districts and not in 
others? And why the temperature? If specific, 
why the stomach and bowel lesions ? 

Neil A. MoEwan, m.r.c.v.s. 

Wigtown, 16tb Dec. 
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ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Fowl Cholera. 

This disease, which is oommon in certain districts 
of Italy, affects fowls, turkeys, ducks and geese. It 
appears in both an aoute and a subacute form. In 
the aoute form the birds, without haying previously 
shown symptoms of illness, fall to the ground as if 
affected by very acute poisoning, or, as often hap¬ 
pens, they are found dead in the roost in the morn¬ 
ing without having shown any sign of illness. 

In most cases, death is preceded by a clinical pic¬ 
ture well known to poultry keepers. The affected 
birds are depressed, separate themselves from the 
rest, and stand crouehed with the head under the 
wing, the feathers erect, and the wings drooping. 
When made to move, they totter. A foamy mucus 
flows from the nasal and buccal openings. The 
oomb and wattles assume a dark red tint. There is 
often diarrhoea, and sometimes muoous material is 
vomited. Respiration is difficult. Somnolence or 
a comatose state are seen, or else convulsive symp¬ 
toms. Death occurs between twenty-four and forty- 
eight hours after the first symptoms. 

Post-mortem, an acute haemorrhagic inflamma¬ 
tion of the intestine is found. The duodenal portion 
is especially turgid and congested. Opened, it gives 
exit to sanguinolent material of the colour of wine- 
dregs ; and the mucous membrane is swollen and 
uniformly reddened, or may be spotted with haemor¬ 
rhages. Lesions of pneumonia and pericarditis are 
especially found in turkeys and ducks. 

Serum prophylaxy and vaccination are useful 
against fowl cholera. Up to some time ago serum 
and vaccine, the efficacy of which was recognised, 
had not until recent years entered into practice 
because the value of the birds did not seem worth 
the time and trouble involved. To-day, the value of 
the birds has increased so much that serum and 
vaccine treatment must be used in Italy, as in other 
countries. 

The serum is obtained from horses hyper-immu¬ 
nised with various strains of fowl cholera baoilli. It 
is perfectly sterile, and may be preserved in a cool 
place for several years. It is inoculated subcu¬ 
taneously (in the breast region or under the wing) 
in the dose of 2 c.c. per fowl, increasing the quanti¬ 
ty 1 c.c. for every kilogramme of the bird’s weight. 

The vaccine is obtained from a luxuriant culture 
of the fowl cholera bacillus, very rich in germs and 
toxins. This is sterilised by heat, and an antiseptic 
is added. The vaccine can be preserved for a long 
time. It is inoculated subcutaneously in a dose of 
1 c.c. to the kilogramme of body weight. Ten or 
twelve days after the first injection of vaccine a 
second one is given, with the dose doubled. 

Tests made in the past year have shown that (as 
also happens in the case of other septicaemias, and 
especially in that of anthrax) the serum answers the 
purpose of prevention, whatever the form and viru¬ 
lence of the disease. The vaccine, in some rare 
oases, when the infection is of exceptional gravity, 
or probably when repeated ingestions of infecting 


1 - 

material have taken place, may not give constantly 
certain results, if it is not inoculated more frequent¬ 
ly and with increasing doses. Even in this case the 
results will be better if the vaccination is associated 
with measures of direct prophylaxy, which consist 
in the separation or destruction of affected birds, 
disinfection of the poultry-houses, and the admini¬ 
stration of some antiseptic in the drinking water, 
such as sulphate of iron or, better, corrosive subli¬ 
mate.— (La Clinica Veterinaria). 

Studies op Malta Fever in the 
Milch Goats op Tunis. 

Nicolle and Goberfc have published Arch, de VInst. 
Pasteur de Tunis) on account of researches. 

Nicolle and Conseil, in a previous work, insisted 
upon the importance of Malta fever in the goats of 
Tunis. The disease was especially frequent in ani¬ 
mals recently imported from Malta. On the basis 
of this observation the Tunisian authorities in 1909, 
prohibited the importation of Maltese goats; and 
this decree was rigorously applied. A notable 
benefit resulted from this measure, for a rapid dimi¬ 
nution in the cases of Malta fever in man was ob¬ 
tained. 

In 1915 the disease became diffused anew in the 
region, and this fact forced Nicolle and Gobert to 
make a fresh investigation of the milking goats of 
Tunis. 

There are not goats of pure breed in Tunis. The 
animals do not belong to well defined breeds, but in 
general are of the so-called Arabian type, which re¬ 
presents a crossing of the more different types of 
Maltese goats. 

The Arabian goat gives two litres of milk daily, 
while the Maltese gives eight or nine litres. The 
milk is specially sought after by the Jewish popu¬ 
lation. 

The flocks in Tunis ijass a great part of the day 
and night in stalls, which are all situated outside 
the urban perimeter, and are almost destitute of light 
and air. The floors are of beaten earth, without 
drainage for the urine. The goatherds and their 
families live in close promiscuity with their ani* 
mals. 

Gases of Malta fever in the population of Tunis 
fall by preference in the zone bordering upon that 
in which the goat-stalls are situated. The authors 
insist upon the necessity of rigorously applying the 
decree prohibiting the importation of Maltese goats, 
and also combating both the disease in the flocks 
and its transmission from the animals to man. 

The authors studied the agglutinating power of 
goat serum against the micrococcus melitensis , using 
as antigene an emulsion of the germ in *7% sodium 
fluoride. This emulsion gives excellent results, and, 
if kept at a low temperature, may preserxe its ag- 
glutinability for over two years. 

The results of the sero-diagnostic investigation 
were positive (certain or suspicious) in 7*39°/. of the 
cases, and negative (certain or doubtful) in 92*61%. 
The investigation was carried out upon 2046 ani¬ 
mals. Infection was especially frequent in Maltese 
goats (8*55%), and a little more rare in the Arabian 
or crossed goats (3.1 %).—(La Clinica Veterinaria). 

W.B.G. 
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NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

Central Division. 


A general meeting was held at 10, Red Lion Square, 
on Thursday, December 4th. Mr. J. Basil Buxton 
(President) took the chair at 7 p.m. 

Minutes . On the motion of Mr. J. McIntosh, secon¬ 
ded by Mr. F. Samson, the minutes of the previous 
meeting (which had been published in the press) were 
confirmed and signed. 

Correspondence. The Secretary announced that a 
notice had been received from the Royal Sanitary Insti- 
tue wich refarence to their meeting next year. They had 
also received Bulletin No. 90 from the Agricultural Re¬ 
search Institute, Pusa, entitled u A Malarial Parasite in 
the blood of a Buffalo/' by A. L. Sheather, B.Sc., 

M. R.C.V.8. 

The Secretary also announced that letters regretting 
inability to attend had been received from Prof. Mac- 
queen, Messrs. F. W. Chamberlain, J. C. Coleman, P. C. 
Woolston, J. T. Angwin and Capt. Widden. 

On the motion of Prof. Reynolds, seconded by MrJ 
Davis, a vote of tbankB was accorded to the Agricultural 
Research Institute for the bulletin which had been re¬ 
ceived 

Election and Nomination op Fellows. 

A ballot was taken for the election of Mr. J. D. Hay¬ 
wood, m.r.c.v.8., Leicester, Capt. Smith, m.r.c.v.s., the 
Royal Horse Guards, and Capt. R. H. Knowles, 
m.r.c.v.8., Aldershot, after which the President an¬ 
nounced that they had been unanimously elected fellows 
of the Society. 

The President announced that there were three nom¬ 
inations for fellowship of the Society. Mr. H. C. Driver, 
m.r.c.v.8., Feme Lodge, 103 Stockwell Road, S.W., 
Capt. F. G. Buxton, m.r.c.v.s., Jackson's Lane, Highgate, 

N. , Maj. G. W. Dunkin, m.r.c.v.8.. The Paddock, Canter¬ 
bury. The gentlemen concerned would come up for 
election at the next meeting. 

The following fellows signed the attendance book 
Messrs. R. A. Philp, F. H. Stainton, J. Willett, F. W. 
Willett, R. J. Foreman, W. R. Davis, J. W. McIntosh, 
W. Norman Thompson, W. Perryman, James Rowe, S. 
H. Slocock, F. Samson, E. Lionel Stroud, J. Bell, J. 
Buxton, Profs. G. H. Wooldridge, E. Brayley Reynolds 
and Hugh A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 

Election op Honorary Fellow. 

Prof. Wooldridge said he bad very great pleasure in 
proposing the election of Maj.-Gen. Sir Fred Smith, 
k.c.m.g., F.R.c.v.8., as an honorary Fellow of the Society. 
Gen. Sir Fred Smith had been a Fellow of the Society 
for many years, and recently, owing to changing his ad¬ 
dress and pressure of work had found it nocessary to re¬ 
sign from the ordinary Fellowship of the Society. 
They ought not to allow that to take place without sig¬ 
nifying their sense of the loss they would sustain if his 
resignation was allowed to pass through ; and under the 
circumstances be had very great pleasuse in proposing 
that Sir Fred Smith be elected an honorary Fellow. 
They all knew the excellent work Sir Fred Smith had 
done for the profession, and it was not a question of 
honouring him but of honouring their Society. 

Mr. Rowe seconded the motion. He remembered the 
gentleman alluded to in his brilliant days as a student, 
and from that day to the present time his name had 
been amongst the first and foremost in the profession. 

The President said those of them who had been 
privileged to know General Smith had always found him 
to be a very pleasant gentleman with an extraordinary 
grasp of everything appertaining to the profession. 


| The motion was carried unanimously amid applause. 

The President : Perhaps you will authorise the Sec¬ 
retary to communicate with him in the ordinary way. 
(Agreed to). 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 

Mr. J. B. Buxton, f.r.o.v.s., d.v.h. 

Gentlemen.—I fully realise that in electing me your 
president for the coming year, you have done me the 
greatest honour that lay in your power, and being 
possessed of this knowledge I appreciate to the full the 
trust which you have reposed in me. 

I do not propose to weary you with a lengthy address, 
although custom demands that I should give you some 
idea of my outlook with regard to our profession. With 
the past history of this Society I do not propose to deal, 
because it is already well known to you, as are also its 
objects, its successes, and its shortcomings. I cannot, 
however, refrain from paying tribute to your late presi¬ 
dent. I think few of us realised at the time his unself¬ 
ishness in occupying this chair during that trying period 
of the latter part of the war, when attendances were 
necessarily small, when an enormous amount of energy 
was required to keep the Society going, and at a time 
when bis only satisfaction could have lain in the know¬ 
ledge that he was doing his best for the members who 
were absent. This leads me to a consideration of the 
past five years—that period which has so severely tried 
the fabric of our empire, which has so clearly shown us 
the flaws in that fabric, and which has, I trust, shown 
us in some measure at least not pnly how to repair the 
ravages of that soul searching time, but also a method 
of constructing a fresh, a more imposing, and a more 
substantial edifice. And just as the nation has struggled 
from the brink of the abyss of destruction, and after a 
short period of panting exhaustion has begun to rise 
refreshed after its bloody struggle, and prepared to 
wield again the arms of peaceful enterprise but more 
vigorously than ever before as a result of its newly 
found strength: and just as the nation, indeed the 
whole of civilisation, has had forced upon its unwilling 
intelligence the knowledge that only by united effort 
has it been rescued from worse than destruction, and 
that only by a similar effort can it hope to rise triumph¬ 
ant above the ravages of war ; so we, in our own small 
sphere, have had forced upon us the knowledge which 
has enabled us to appreciate the seriousness of our 
position before this gigantic upheaval of the universe, 
and to realise the hope of an improved existence. Be¬ 
fore the great war, we of the veterinary profession slept, 
and sleeping dreamed of things which were and were to 
be, which in substance were not. And when in 1914 
that imperious call went forth for national unity we, 
being part of the nation went out, still dreaming, to play 
our respective part in the saving of our race in the 
theatre of the world. During the two years which 
followed the realisation was borne upon us that no man 
could serve two masters—in this case himself and the 
State. And then we awoke, and casting aside personal 
ambition, personal hope, and personal pettvness, threw 
ourselves whole-heartedly into the national cause, real¬ 
ising then and perhaps for the first time, the significance, 
the universal truth of our own motto. 

During the subsequent years we learnt of what our 
profession was capable, we obtained self confidence when 
we realised that we were capable of providing organisers 
of exceptional ability, clinicians with a limitless sphere 
of activity, as fine a body of hygienists as any profession 
has produced, and research workers in the fields of path¬ 
ology, bacteriology and parasitology who were second to 
none. And in addition to all this we became convinced 
that our governing body was indeed alive. In other 
words our dreams materialised because our dreamers 
became active. And, that gentlemen, is the position in 
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which we find ourselves to day. It is perfectly obvious 
that we cannot stand still; it is equally certain that we 
must not go back ; active progression and in the right 
direction is an imperative policy. I maintain, without 
fear of contradiction that our position to day is infinitely 
better than it was in 1914. And to what do we owe 
that improved condition ? Not to the possession of a 
few illustrious figures who owed their bold position to 
the very apathy and self-effacement of the majority of 
their confreres— that was the state of affairs before the 

G eat awakening. Not to the mighty efforts of a few 
sser lights, striving, and with heart rending results, to 
stir that mighty mire of professional apathy—that also 
is a relic of the dark ages. But to the fact that when 
the body of the profession answered that clarion call 
and came forth each man to perform his allotted task, 
in performing that alone he made history for his pro¬ 
fession. It required the war in South Africa to convince 
the layman that Veterinary Surgeons were necessary 
for military purposes; it required devastating plagues 
to make them turn to the veterinary profession for help 
in saving their own lives and those of their children ; 
and it required the great war to prove to them that we 
are an essential part of the great machine the State. 

Was it necessary that this process should have occu¬ 
pied nearly twenty years 1 I think not. It was due 
entirely to the self-effacement of our members—to their 
professional apathy, and to the fact that no one else 
was sufficiently interested to sound their trumpet for 
them. On every hand we now hear praise of our 
achievements in the mud of Flanders, in the deserts of 
Egypt, in the plains of India, in the snows of Ilussia, 
and in the hospitals and laboratories in France: of 
great deeds of untiring perseverance, of unfailing energy 
crowned ultimately by success and performed by mem¬ 
bers of the veterinary profession from all the corners of 
the Empire. 

Surely we have learned our lesson. Unity IS strength. 
Unity of purpose can only have one result, and we must 
be united. 

In conclusion, gentlemen, I make an appeal. I im¬ 
plore the young members of the profession, shorn of the 
glamour of His Majesty’s uniform, to continue their good 
work. Indulging in friendly rivalry one vith another in 
furthering the interest of their profession. To carry on a 
vigorous propaganda, not by means of vulgar advertise¬ 
ment but by conscientious endeavour, each in his own 
particular sphere. By meeting their professional breth¬ 
ren, and by the interchange of ideas and opinions widen¬ 
ing their professional outlook. By striving to further 
the objects of their respective Societies, and by offering 
to take their place in tne councils of the profession, and 
last, but by no means least, by extending the hand of 
professional friendship and brotherhood to the graduates 
of the other portions of the Empire whose worth they 
have had sucn just reason to appreciate. 

To the older members of the profession I would say 
let your light continue to shine before your juniors, 
that they may realise your object, and strive to emulate 
your fine example. And to the Central—that which is, 
to us at any rate, first of all such Societies, I say let us en¬ 
deavour by every means in our power to justify the 
occupation of the position which we claim. Let us 
spare no effort to enhance our past traditions, to further 
tne interests, so far as in us lies, of our profession. Let us 
be temperate but just in our criticisms, honest and 
thorough in our purpose, and progressive in all our 
dealings. 

During my term of office I shall consider it my duty 
to spare no pains to further the interests of our mem¬ 
bers—but I can do nothing without your help. I earnest¬ 
ly entreat those members who have never yet attended 
one of our meetings to pay us a visit and see what sort 
of men we are. I beg the occasional visitors to suppor 


the comparatively few regular attendants who have 
been the mainstay of the Society for so many years. 

Do not regard these meetings simply as a gathering of 
leisured cranks, who contribute essays which later can 
be perused—if worth while, in the weekly journals, but 
rather view the reading of a paper a& a pleasant interlude 
to the serious business on hand, and at every meeting, if 
members would only do their duty, there should be 
serious questions of professional advancement to be dis¬ 
cussed and decided. By such means, and by such means 
only, can we maintain our position and justify our exis¬ 
tence. 

Mr. J. Willett said they had just listened to one of 
the finest Presidential speeches they had heard for many 
years, and he wished to propose a very hearty vote of 
thanks to the President for delivering it. 

Prof. Wooldridge said that as retiring President he 
desired to second the motion. He did not think he had 
ever listened to a more inspiring address, and if only 
the fellows of the Society would read and re-read it, 
and ponder on it and act up to it, the Society would be 
certain to go ahead. It was the duty of all of them to 
help the President and do what they could in that con 
nection. He had very great pleasure in seconding the 
motion. 

The Secretary said it gave him great pleasure to 
support the motion. He had been secretary for a num¬ 
ber of years, and he endorsed every word the President 
had said respecting the attendance at the meetings. If 
only the fellows would attend the meetings and see for 
themselves 3what took place they would change their 
minds. At present many of them did not come because 
they said they could always read the reports of the 
meetings in the press. Reading the reports in the press 
and attending the meetings were entirely different things. 
As different as chalk from cheese. 

The vote of thanks was carried by acclamation. 

The President thanked the fellows for their kindness. 
He really did anticipate a very good year for the Society, 
because he thought the younger members now demobil¬ 
ised would support it, and perhaps give it that fillip 
which was necessary. 

Congress of the Royal Sanitary Institute 
at Newcastle on-Tyne. 

By Geo. H. Wooldridge. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen.—As requested by you 
I duly attended as your delegate the Congress of the 
R.S.l. at Newcastle-on-Tyne, held from July 28 to Aug. 
3rd laBt. No doubt you will expect some report from 
me regarding the proceedings of the Congress, particu¬ 
larly referring to the Veterinary Section, as has been the 
custom in former years. This year, owing to the energy 
of the Honorary Recording Secretary of the Section, 
Mr. J. R. Hayhurstj a Fellow, of this Society, the veiy 
excellent Presidential Address delivered by Mr. Mal¬ 
colm, the papers that were read, and the discussion on 
them, have all been published in the Veterinary Press. 
There have also appeared reports of delegates from other 
Veterinary Societies, one excellent summary was in The 
Record only a fortnight ago, consequently I feel it would 
be a waste of your time and mine to repeat what has 
already been done so well and so recently. 

Some of the most interesting and instructive infor¬ 
mation was given by Mr. Malcolm with regard to the 
great success obtained by the Birmingham Public 
Health Committee and the eradication of tuberculosis 
from Dairy herds. Broadly, the scheme provided that 
any dairy farmer whose farm is situated within a 
specific measurable distance of Birmingham, and whose 
milk is sent to Birmingham, should have his cows tes¬ 
ted with tuberculin free of cost by veterinary surgeons 
appointed by the corporation, on his undertaking to im¬ 
mediately isolate ana subsequently dispose of reactors 
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(in what manner was not stated); to bring in only tuber¬ 
cle free cows : and to house them only in approved 
well ventilated sheds. The scheme has met expecta¬ 
tion, and at present they have 20 tubercle free herds. 

Of course, we are all well aware that tuberculosis can be 
stamped out of individual herds, and my object in noting 
their results is mainly in order to introduce the follow¬ 
ing pronouncement regarding the importance of so-called 
“closed tuberculosis” or ‘‘ non-infecting” cases of the 
disease. Mr. Malcolm said “when we started opera¬ 
tions we were buoyed up with the hope, partly engend¬ 
ered by the erroneous conclusions (in our experience) of 
Ostertag and others—that for a considerable period 
after infection, many cows, although having become 
reactors, were what is termed closed cases, incapable of 
infecting others. In our experience no real reactors 
can be regarded as closed or non-infecting cases. If a 
recently infected non-reacting cow is placed in a shed 
containing tubercle-free cows, and a month afterwards 
proves to be a reactor and is then immediately removed, 
the odds are great that one or more of the tubercle-free 
cows will have become infected. 

If, instead of a month, two months are allowed elapse, 
infection of some of the others is almost a certainty, 
and an early re-test of the whole herd is necessary if 
the herd is to be kept clear.” 

Mr. Malcolm gave figures of a farm which at first 
furnished 57*7 % of reactors and in successive years the 
per centages were 25, 12, 6, 2*5, 2, 1, 0%—thus taking 7 
years to eradicate the disease. The delay he says was 
due to (a) the retention on the farm in immediately ad¬ 
joining buildings of a number of reactors that were good 
milkers ; (6) the mixing of reactors and non-reactors at 
grass ; (c) the periodic purchase and introduction into 
the herd of cows and heifers, a number of which were 
not tested till some time after their introduction. 
These facts speak for themselves and must all be kept 
well in mind in any attempt to eradicate the disease. 

Papers were presented for discussion, by Sir S. Stock- 
man on “ Babies ”; by Mr. J. S. Lloyd and Mr. J. A. 
Priestley on “ The utilization of condemned meat and 
other foodstuffs with waste products of slaughtering in 
the manufacture of poultry, pig and dog foods ”; on 
“ equin e parasitic mange ” by Mr. Gofton 1 “ The posi¬ 
tion of Veterinary Science in this country in relation to 
Public Health and Agriculture” by Dr. J. T. Share 
Jones ; and on “ The relation of County and Municipal 
Veterinary Inspectors to the control of contagious dis¬ 
eases of animals, and the fuller development of a whole¬ 
some meat and milk suppjy ” by Mr. H. Begg. 

All the papers were crowded with useful information 
or convincing argument, and gave rise to animated dis¬ 
cussions which were well sustained by veterinary sur¬ 
geons, by medical officers, and by lay representatives of 
county and municipal bodies. The attendances were 
extremely good, and well above the average of former 
congresses that I have attended. The accommodation 
in the University of Durham College of Medicine was 
all that could be desired. The work of the Section went 
along well and smoothly, and much credit is due to the 
chief officials—Mr. Malcolm, Mr. Parker and Mr. Hay- 
hurst. 

The work of the Congress was lightened by the ar¬ 
rangement of a number of interesting social functions, 
but your delegate was not able to take advantage of 
them except to arrive at what appeared to have been 
an excellently arranged gardea party at Jesmond Dene, 
a most beautiful spot, half-an-hour before its conclusion. 

With regard to the advisability of sending delegates 
to these Congresses, I may say I am whole-heartedly in 
support of the practice. It is a very excellent method 
of bringing our professional views before the various 
bodies dealing with Public Health, and of showing that 
we as veterinary surgeons have a very definite sphere in 


Public Health matters. In other words it is first-rate 
propaganda. This useful work is carried out not only 
in the forma] meetings, but also informally, by meeting 
various other bodies, such as medical officers of health 
and memhers of Public Health Committees, and I trust 
that this and other veterinary societies will continue to 
be represented at such congresses. 

With regard ,to future congresses, I would like to 
point out a defect that can be easily remedied. The 
sections for Medical officers of Health and for Veterin¬ 
ary Inspectors held their meetings simultaneously on 
Thursday and Friday and so it was impossible to attend 
both sections. I would suggest that we ask for the vet¬ 
erinary section to meet on two days other than those 
utilised by the Medical Officers of Health, so that it will 
be mutually advantageous in permitting members of one 
Section to attend meetings of the other without sacrifi¬ 
cing their own. _ 

The President said Prof. Wooldridge had furnished 
them with an excellent report of the Congress. Perhaps 
someone might like to ask questions with regard to it. 
Although they had read reports of the Congress in the 
press, Prof. Wooldridge had brought out many points 
that others had overlooked. 

Mr. Slocock said he had great pleasure in proposing 
a very hearty vote of thanks to Prof. Wooldridge for 
the way he had taken part in the Congress and for the 
report he had given them. 

The vote of thanks was duly seconded and carried by 
acclamation. 

Prof. Reynolds said that Prof. Wooldridge had re¬ 
ferred in his address to the fact that the time of meetings 
of the Veterinary Section had coincided with that allot- 
ed to the Medical Officers of Health. At the Royal 
Counties meeting a week ago a resolution had been 
passed that the clpshing of those meetings should be 
brought to the notice of the National Veterinary Medi¬ 
cal Association, and that they should be asked to ap¬ 
proach the Sanitary Institute so that that might be rec¬ 
tified in future. He would like to propose that a reso¬ 
lution in similar terms be sent from their Society to the 
National Society. 

Mr. McIntosh said he would like to second that 
motion. He thought it was a matter which might well 
be put forward by the National; if put forward by them 
it would have the whole weight of the profession behind 
it. 

Prof. Wooldridge said he wished to propose an 
amendment to the effect that the Central Society should 
act on its own initiative and communicate direct with 
the Royal Sanitary Institute. A copy of the resolution 
could be sent to the National Association, but on a small 
matter of the kind in question the Central could very 
well deal direct with the Sanitary Institute. 

Mr. E. Lionel Stroud said he would second the 
amendment. He thought that if they sent their resolu¬ 
tion direct to the Royal Sanitary Institute, and also 
asked the N.V.M.A. to pass a similar resolution, they 
would be doing the correct thing. 

Messrs. McIntosh and Willett dissented from the 
amendment. They thought that the National Associa¬ 
tion. which had the whole weight of the profession be¬ 
hind it, should take the matter in hand ; that is what it 
is for. 

The President then put the amendment to the meet¬ 
ing ; it was carried by 13 votes to 5. The amendment 
was then put as a substantive resolulion and carried 
nem. con. 

The President said the Secretary would be instructed 
to write to both bodies, in accordance with the terms of 
the resolution which had just been passed. 

Report from Cowncil re Peace Medals. The President 
said the qestion of awarding “ Peace MedalB ” was die- 
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cussed at the September meeting of the Council, and 
referred to the annual meeting. It was there suggested 
that it be placed on the agenda of the present meeting. 
He called upon Mr. J. Willett, as the originator of the 
proposal, to explain it to the meeting. 

Mr. Willett said he had proposed to the Council 
that they should celebrate the arrival of peace by the 
award of a silver medal, called the Central Veterinary 
Society Peace Medal,” to be given annually to the best 
final-year student of the year, and open to all the Col¬ 
leges. When the Secretary went into the matter, the 
cost was found to be so low that it was thought that a 
bronze medal might be awarded in addition, as a second 
prize. If two students tied for the first place. twojsilver 
medals and no bronze medal might be awarded, and if 
two for the second place, one silver medal and two bronze. 
Those medals were to be provided from the income de¬ 
rived from the investments of the Society. The propo¬ 
sal was unanimously approved by the Council, ana it 
was suggested that when possible the medals should be 
presented at the annual dinner. 

Prof. Wooldbidge said he would like to second the 
proposal. There were several questions which would 
nave to be decided ; as to whether the “ year ” should be 
coincident with the year of the Society, for instance. 
Another point was that the decision should be come to 
on the basis of the marks obtained at the final examina¬ 
tion conducted by the R.C.V.S. The Council had also 
come to the conclusion that if the scheme was adopted 
it should be made retrospective in order to include 1919. 

After some discussion as to the dates between which 
the “ year ” should be reckoned, and other points con¬ 
nected with the issue of the medal. 

Mr. E. Lionel Stroud suggested that a resolution in 
favour of awarding a medal should first be passed. As 
no actual award would take place until the annual din¬ 
ner next year, there would be ample time to consider 
the details before that took place, and he suggested that 
a small sub-committee should be formed for that pur¬ 
pose. The committee should work out the details and 
furnish a report to the Society. 

The President : It has been proposed and seconded 
that this Society should give Peace medals. The pro¬ 
position was carried unanimously). 

Mr. McIntosh proposed that a sub-committee consis¬ 
ting of the President, the Secretary, the Treasurer, Mr. 
Willett and Prof. Wooldridge be appointed to consider 
the details of the scheme and report to the Council. 
Mr. Foreman seconded the motion, which was carried. 

Morbid Specimens and Interesting Cases. 

Mr. W. Perryman exhibited the skull of a dog which 
had, he said, the most beautiful mouth he had ever seen, 
and which he thought would be of interest to the mem¬ 
bers, especially if rhey were ever called upon to give 
evidence as to the age of a similar animal. The dog 
had first been brought to him about 12 months ago, and 
he thought at that time that it had a splendid set of 
teeth. About a month ago the dog was brought to him 
again, and as it was in a bad way he destroyed it. The 
dog had a complete set of teeth—although three of them 
haa been unfortunately lost when the skull was boiled 
out—and the members would be surprised to learn that 
it was 14 years old at the time of its death ; so old that 
it had cataract in both eyes. It was an Aberdeen ter¬ 
rier 

Mr. Perryman also showed a portion of a horse’s foot. 
He had been called in to attend the horse during the 
summer. It had been lame for four or five days, and the 
owner thought it might have met with an accident, but 
had no proof that that had been the case. When he saw 
the horse it was very lame and not able to stand, and in 
neat agony. He thought at first it might be a fracture, 
nut could detect no signs of it, so came to the conclu¬ 


sion there was pus in the foot. As the horse was in 
great pain he cut the foot out himself, it being Saturday 
afternoon. There was a slight separation at the top of 
the foot, but that was all. He expected that the animal 
would be better in a few days, but as that was not the 
case it was killed, and he managed to obtain the hoof. 
Instead of having the hoof boiled he had it sawn in two, 
and members would see that right in the centre of the 
pedal bone was a cavity which was full of pus. He ba d 
never seen a case of that before. It was a very old horse. 
He had no clue as to how the pus got there. 

A Member asked whether Mr. Perryman had kept the 
hoof. Had there been any sign of a previous fracture of 
cleft or anything abnormal in the base! 

Mr. Perryman said there was no sign of anything 
wrong that he could find. 

Mr. Rowe said his experience of dogs extended oyer 
fifty years. He had several times given evidence in 
Court where the identity of animals had been in dispute, 
and on one occasion had taken the skull of the dog into 
Court and proved his case. If the animal whose skull 
Mr. Perryman had exhibited had been brought to h im 
he would have been in great doubt as to its age; he 
could only have gone on the wear of the molars at the 
back. He had often had to give similar evidence with 
regard to cats, and in doing so relied on the anatomical 
knowledge he had gathered during his student days, 
when he had taken up the subject very thoroughly. 

Mr. Foreman said that in some of the obscure cases 
of foot lameness that were met with it might be worth 
while remembering what Mr. Perryman had told them 
about sawing the hoof. 

Mr. Bell agreed ; he thought that if the foot had not 
been sawn through the cause might not have been dis¬ 
covered. 

Mr. Perryman said that pus was occasionally found 
forming at the pyramid; he had found pus were on 
more than one occasion. 

Prof. Reynolds asked whether Mr. Perryman could 
tell them anything about the history of the horse before 
he was called in to treat it ? 

Mr. Perryman said that all he could say was that 
the horse had been lame for four or five days before he 
was called in ; it was too lame to work. 

Prof. Wooldridge said he agreed that the teeth in 
the dog’s skull which had been exhibited were in a 
remarkable state of preservation, and he doubted if the 
most practised surgeon could have guessed the dog’s 
age. He said (> guessed ” advisedly, because even in the 
most favourable circumstances it was impossible to do 
more than guess the exact age of a dog. One could 
determine it within the limits, but that was all. There 
was one point that would have shown that the dog was 
advanced in years, however, and that was the condition 
of the teeth at the neck. In an old dog the teeth always 
have an exceedingly pronounced neck, no matter what 
the state of the crown of the teeth may be. That was 
so in the case before them. 

The horse’s foot shown was a case of very considerable 
interest. If the two halves of the bone were placed to¬ 
gether, what appeared to be a primary injury would be 
seen just about the solar aspect where one very common¬ 
ly got a picked-up-nail—just at the side of the point of 
the frog. There appears to be a lesion there which may 
have been the starting point of the pus in the bone. H 
that was the cause of it, it was an extraordinary thing 
that the pus should have gone inwards and not outwards. 

Prof. Reynolds said he agreed with Prof. Wooldridge 
as to the cause of the lesion. On the solar surface of 
the pedal bone was evidence of what appeared to have 
been the seat of the primary injury—probably the prick 
of a nail. It was certainly very unusual for the infec¬ 
tion to have spread into the bone. Professor Reynolds 
mentioned a somewhat similar case which had happened 



December 27,1919 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


297 


to a man who had pricked his gum with a small piece of 
bone while eating. He forgot the incident until some 
days later, when he began to suffer great pain. The 
removal of a suspected tooth, but which proved to be 
sound, did nothing to relieve the pain, but shortly after¬ 
wards an abscess began to form. About six weeks later 
a piece of bone det&cned itself from the jaw. The infec¬ 
tion had gone into the bone. 

Mr. E. Lionel Stroud said that those who went in 
for dog practice had come across cases similar to that 
described by Mr. Perryman. The Aberdeen was a dog 
which notoriously had good teeth up to a very advanced 
age, and the specimen reminded him of a toy Pomera¬ 
nian bitch—a class of dog which did not keep its teeth 
long as a rule—which he first saw in March 1898, and 
had had continuously under his care until he chloro¬ 
formed her in December last when it was 20£ years old, 
and to his certain knowledge it had not lost a single 
tooth during its whole life. The teeth were long, but 
not one of them had been lost, and he thought that was 
a record for that type of dog. A month before being 
put to sleep she was playing about like a puppy. 

Mr. McIntosh saia he had great pleasure in proposing 
that a very hearty vote of thanks be accorded to Mr. 
Perryman for bringing the specimens. He was inclined 
to agree with Professors Wooldridge and Reynolds as to 
cause of the pus in the horse’s foot; but if that was the 
cause it was rather remarkable that there was no evi¬ 
dence of it in the specimen itself. It was sometimes 
very difficult to detect a punctured foot 

Prof. Reynolds seconded the motion, and it was 
carried by acclamation. 

Other Business. 


Mr. E. Lionel Stroud said he would like to take the 
opportunity, as he had been unavoidably absent at the 
October meeting, of thanking the members for the 
honour they had done him in re-electing him Treasurer. 
By next February he would have completed 20 years as 
an Officer of the Society. He had always had the 
interest of the Central at heart, and he thanked the 
members for the confidence they had again reposed in 


him. 

Mr. Stroud added that Mr. Q. H. Broad had resigned 
the Fellowship of the Society, as he had left the district. 
He therefore proposed that his resignation should be 


accepted. 

Mr. Davis seconded, and the motion was carried. 

Hugh A. MacCormagk, Hon. Sec. 


■Ro^al College of 
Ueterinar? Surgeons. 


EXAMINATIONS IN LONDON. 

At a meeting of the Board of Examiners, held in 
London on December 11th, 1919, for the Written, 
and on following days for the Oral and Practical 
Examinations, the following gentlemen passed their 
respective Examinations:— 

The following passed their Third Examination: 

P. V. Byrne H. L. Hobson 


The following passed their Second Examination : 


J. A. A. Barlow 
Q. N. Bushman 
A. M. Diesel 
A. F. Flood 
8. V. Golledge * 
J. W. M. Hinton 


R. C. Holmes 
0. G. Hopson 
H. J. Loveless 
H. P. Standley 

S. W. J. VanRenaburg 


The following passed their First Examination: 
D. J. Anthony V. V. Morgan 


EXAMINATIONS IN DUBLIN. 


The following passed their Final Examination, 
and were registered M.B.C.V.S. 


J. V. Carroll. 
T. Carroll * 
R. J.Condy 
P. J. Cooney 
A. J. Devine 
C. A. Lister 


J. J. Lyons 
T. F. Moran 
M. F. Murphy * 
V. E. Stack 
L. R. Swifte. 


The following passed their Third Examination : 

T. F. Connolly E. S. O’Kelly 

W. G. Emerson J. Patterson 

J. O’Keeffe * 


The following passed their Second Examination : 


A. F. Callanan 
P. Carron 
J. Fitzgerald 
R. Gregg + 

J. Hyde 

H. L. McConnell t 


P. McGlinchey 
P. J. Nolan 
P. M. Quille * 

J. C. H. Richardson 
J. O. G. Schofield 
J. Thompson * 


The following passed their First Examination : 


J. J. Dundon 
S. Gourley 
D. F. McCarthy 
G. McKee * 

G. A. Morrin 


J. V. A. Murphy 
M. O’Connor 
H. T. O’Neill 
G. T. O’Reilly * 


GLASGOW V. COLLEGE. 

The following passed their Second Examination: 

W. McAleer. C. Watson. 

W. J. Rice. G. Weir. * 

J. A. Turner. 

The following passed their First Examination: 

J. A. Bradley, t A. Pottie. 

J. Buchanan. A. Stack. 

J. Currie. 


EXAMINATIONS IN EDINBURGH. 
The following passed their Final Examination : 

D. Buchanan. T. Matson. 

T. H. Hankin. E. J. H. Sewell. 

C.T. McKenna. * 


The following passed their Third Examination: 

A. K. Cameron. J. Lyon. 

A. B. Kerr. 


The following passed their Second Examination: 


A. W. Baird. 

T. W. M. Cameron. 
N. M. Clayton. 

C. H. DucKsbury. 
W. L. Downie. 


R. Dunwoody. 

A. J. McCarmick. 
C. McHattie. 

T. J. Patterson. 

T. J. Richardson. 


The following passed their First Examination: 

G. A. Bell. W. Peirson. * 

R. Bristow. * J. F. Shirlaw. 

J. J. McDowall. R. Simmons. * 

J. R. Morrison. T. P. Young. 

D. Murray. 

Marked thus f passed with First Class Honours. 
Marked thus * passed with Second Class Honours. 
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GRAVE MORTALITY AMONGST HORSES, 
CATTLE AND SHEEP. 

To the Editor of “ The Veterinary Record .” 

Sir,—I would be obliged if you can spare a small 
part m an early issue of The Record for my notes on 
this subject: which shows the serious state of affairs, 
that exists amongst live stock, and must be known to 
most, if not to all country practitioners. That is, the 
great mortality amongst horses, cattle and sheep during 
the last few years t for want of sufficient food, or from 
use of food bad in quality—not containing sufficient 
nutriment 

I give below a few examples of losses from this cause 
which have come to my knowledge, in my district, and 
if this can be taken as an average for the country the 
losses in live stock during the year must be deplorable. 

Farm No. 1. 20 two-year-old bulloeks and heifers, 

50 half bred ewes in lamb. 

„ „ 2. 9 two-year-old heifers. 

„ „ 3. 7 one and two-year-old heifers. 

„ „ 4. 3 two-year-old fillies. 

„ „ 5. 2 yearling colts. 

In all the above cases the animals practically died o^ 
starvation. 

Farm 

No. 1. No veterinary surgeon was called in until it 
was too late. 

„ 2. No V.S. was called in. The owner no doubt 
was fully aware of the cause of the trouble, 
and considered a vet. was not necessary. 

„ 3. No V.S. was called to this case until reported 
to the police by a neighbour, who had no¬ 
ticed three carcases in a field. 

„ 4. V.S. was called in to this case when the horses 
were down and unable to rise. 

„ 5. V.S. was called in, but the mischief was done. 

There are many cases that never come to light; the 
number of these must be alarming. 

The following is typical of what takes place. The 
animals are at grass, get nothing in the way of other 
food ; before Spring they get into a very weak condition, 
lose their legs, death takes place a few days later. The 
animals look all right, full of hair, which no doubt is 
deceiving : but when examined they are found to be 
little else hut skin and bone. 

The explanation given by the farmer is that he was 
unable to get any cake or other artificial food: his hay 
had been taken by the Army Authorities. In some 
cases this may have been to some extent the cause, but 
not always. I quite believe that in some instances 
provender was practically unobtainable ; while on other 
farms there was an abundance, and plenty left over; in 
fact I have seen 4 stacks on a farm left over and still 
there the following harvest. 

Unless something is done to remedy this condition 
during the coming winter and spring, owing to the 
light hay and corn crop, we can expect only a repetition of 
the deaths of animals but on a much larger scale : and 
the cruelty caused to the poor animals is unthinkable. 

The remedy is for the Government to to take action. 
This class of farmer must be made to understand that 
he is not going to be allowed to keep animals and carry 
on in his own Tree and easy way without the least regard 
to the comfort of the animals. I understand that the 
Government intend to deal with the cultivation of land, 
which is of equal more importance, and as they are 
now doing with unfit stallions—these are not to be 
allowed to travel. It should be made clear that the 
privilege of keeping cattle is for the benefit of the State, 
and will only be allowed providing the animals receive 
proper care and attention during both health and ill¬ 


ness : and that if any neglect can be proved, this privilege 
will be withdrawn. This would have a tendency to 
check the vast amount of home doctoring and foolery 
that is practised, with its accompanying cruelty ana 
waste. 

I would suggest that the Government demand a 
periodical return of all animals on a farm somewhat in 
the form below; and I am sure it would disclose a 
terrible amount of waste of animal life. 

Horses : Kept in stable. 

At grass, and if getting other food. 

In foal mares: date due to foal. 

Cattle: Stall fed. 

At grass, and if getting other food. 

Calvers : With date due to calve. 

Calves: 

Sheep: 

Pigs: 

Horses : All classes, sold, died, cause of death and name 
of V.S. in attendance, if any. 

Cattle! „ ,, ,, 

Sheep: ,, „ „ 

• » »» >» 

A veterinary certificate as to the cause of death to be 
furnished to the Board if requested. 

An estimate of the provender on the farm at the time 
of report. 

In cases in which the return is not satisfactory a 
representative from the Board of Agriculture to be des- 
tched to the farm to investigate and report: he would 
able also to advise the best line of treatment to be 
adopted, and to point out the folly of some of the 
antiquated and foolish ideas still to be found amongst 
farmers. 

This would probably meet the case, and ensure a fair 
distribution of food. It is well known that at present 
time of high prices of agricultural produce there is a 
tendency for owners of animals to buy as little provender 
as possible, and unfortunately the poor animals have to 
suffer. On the other hand, there is such a high return 
from the produce of farming that the loss of a cow is 
negligible and can soon be made good. With such a 
return the present state of affairs could not exist: more¬ 
over, the losses from the other causes of equal impor¬ 
tance to the State would be brought to light or prevented. 
Among the latter are Cows, calving twins, only one 
calf taken away, cow dies, and on opening another calf 
is found. Calves from white stour. Young cattle from 
Parastic Gastritis. Hoose, Johne’s disease. Abortion, 
Bed Water, etc. No veterinary advice called in. 

Yours, etc. “ Looker On.” 

[The foregoing is of doubtful origin : it comes to us 
from Cumberland, and is inserted that practitioners 
may have an opportunity to confirm or to deny the 
existence of the conditions, or of an opinion which would 
appear to have some vogue]. 


WAR HONOURS. 

Buckingham Palace, Dec. 17. 

The King held an Investiture in the Ball Room of the 
Palace at 11 o’clock this morning. 

The following were severally introduced into the pre¬ 
sence of the King, when His Majesty invested them with 
the Insignia of the respective Divisions of the Orders 
into which they have been admitted:— 

The Most Excellent Order of the British Empire. 
((Officers). 

* * * * 

Capt. Loudon MacQueen 
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septic and becoming a cicatrising agent which constantly 
gives np oxygen to the subjacent plasma and so to the 
cells bathed Dy it, oxidising the toxins and protecting 
the damaged area by means of the continuous adherent 
crust which the application has produced. The same 
technique applied to the treatment of human wounds 
has given precisely similar results : the pain produced is 
bearable, not exceeding that caused by the application 
of iodine. In view of the simplicity ot the method, the 
axtoxity of the product, its value as an antiseptic, the 
duration of its action, the adherence to the wound 
which is protected even if the dressing slips, its favour¬ 
able action of cicatrisation, and its bactericidal and 
inhibitory action, especially on anaerobes (tetanus, gas- 
gangrene), M. Belin considers that it would be rational 
to add a packet of permanganate to the first-aid outfit, 
as this will result in saving life and avoiding complica¬ 
tions.— The Lancet. 

The Sardinian Horse. 

At first sight the Sardinian horse calls to mind the 
Arab horses; it is of Arab origin, and both by its 
characteristics and the use to which it has been put it is 
a saddle horse; it can therefore only be improved by 
using Arab stallions. The height, flanks, back,head, eye, 
colouring, loins and carriage are the same as in the Arab 
horse, but the Sardinian horse has a narrow and often, 
curved breast, flat shoulders, knees turning in, and narrow 
small houghs. These defects are caused by the moun¬ 
tainous country, in which good fodder is lacking during 
several months m the year. The coat is generally grey 
or chestnut. I 

The Royal studs of Ozieri, the breeding stud of Bon- 
orva, and numerous private breeding studs in Oristano, 
Ploaghe, Macomer, are important horsebreeding centres. 

The horse production of the island is increasing; the 
number of mares served by the State stallions has in¬ 
creased continually since 1913, and in 1918 was forty- 
nine. There are eighteen stud stations for the selected 
mares, which number 600. A commission composed of 
a veterinary surgeon and the director of the stud inspects 
the mares of owners desiring it, and if the mares are 
judged suitable for free service they are inscribed in the 
pedigree book of the Royal stud of Ozieri, and a record 
xept of the births, abortions, sales, etc. The foals of 
selected mares are examined by the commission at the 
end of six months and a year and a lhaf. The owners 
of selected mares receive different awards accorded by 
the decree of June 9th, 1916—one of £6 per year for the 
mare, one of £2 for each foal born alive and healthy, 
and one of £4 for each foal of two years suitable for 
future use as a stallion and one of £4 for each filly suitable 
for future use as a breeding mare if the owner undertakes 
to enter it among the selected mares. Foals judged 
suitable for use in the Government studs are bought for 
not less than £160. The best two-year-old foals of the 
island, all destined for the cavalry, are kept at the 
Bonorva breeding stud. The average number of foals 
purchased annually by the Remount Commission is 600. 

Special mention should be made of the mares of the 
Burgos breed (district in Sardinia) in the Bonorva breed¬ 
ing stud : they are fine animals, of medium size, but 
very broad, served by a special stallion. Their foals are 
good but a little nigh in the leg .—The Live Stock 
Journal. 


Summoned at the Guildhall for driving his horse in a 
dangerous manner, Alfred Clarke, an elderly coachman, 
blamed the animal. 

“ Its a bit wild and hot-headed at times,/ he said. 
“ Its an Army cast-out, and the experts tell me he suffers 
from shell-shock.” 

He was let off, but warned to be careful in future. 


Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 

Border Counties V.M.B. 

Pret : Mr. H. Barrow, m.r.o.v.b., Ireby, Carlisle 
Hon. Sec : Mr. R. Craig Robinson, x.b.o.v.8.. Carlisle 
Meetingt, Second Friday of Feb., Jane, and October 

Debbyshibb V.A. 

Pret. Mr. A. Levie, r.B.o.v.s.. Derby. 

Sec : Mr. F. T. Prince, m.b.c.v.b., Ashbourne. 

Dumfries and Galloway V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. T. M. M‘Connell, Wigtown. 

Hon. Sec : Mr. N. H. McAlister, Kirkcudbright. 

Glasgow V.M.B. 

Hon. Sec. Mr. John 8. Keane, 11 Falkland Mansions, 

Kelvinside 

Royal Vets rim aby College V.M.A. 

Pret . Capt J. T. Edwards, b.bc., m.b.o.v.b. 

Treat: E. B. Shave, Esq., f.r.c.v.b., m.b.c.b. 

See : Mr. B. Gorton, m.b.g.v.s. Aut. Sec . C. W. Heane. 

National Association of Veterinary Inspectors 
Pret: Major J. Abson, f.r.c.v.b., Sheffield 
Hon. Sec : Mr. Trevor Spencer, m.b.c.v.b., Kettering 
Association or Veterinary Officers of Health 
Pret : Mr. T. Douglas, m.r.o.v.b., Kilmarnock 
Hon t Sec. & Treat. Mr, A. M. Trotter, m.b.o.v.b„ 

Moore Street, Abattoir, Glasgow 

Munster Veterinary Inspectors’ Association 
Pret: Mr. D. M. Barry, m.b.c.v.b., Mallow 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. F. Mahony, m.b.c.v.b., Caroline St., Cork 

National Veterinary Benevolent A Mutual 
Defence Society. 

Pret : Mr. W. A. Taylor, f.b.o.v.b., Briok at, Manchester 
Hon. See : d Treat : Mr. G. H. Locke, m.r.o.v.s. 

Grosvenor Street, Oxford-st., Manchester 

Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 

Pret. Mr. 8. H. Blooock, f.r.o.v.s., Montague Rd, Hounslow 
Hon. Sect. Mr. P. J. Kell and, m.r.o.v.b. 

Mr. Fred Bullock, f.c.i.s. 

10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C. 1. 


COLONIAL SOCIETIES. 

Veterinary Association or New South Wales. 

Pret : Mr. S. T. D. Symons* m.b.c.v.b., Chief Inspr. ofStook 
V. Pret : Maj. A. P. Gribben, p.v.o., m.b.c.v.b. 

Hon. Sec. & Treat ; Major Max.Heury, m.r.o.v.b., b.v.bc.(syd). 

56 Bridge Street, Byaney 
British Columbia V.M.A. 

Pret : Dr. S. F. Tolmie, v.s., Victoria 
Vice-Pret : Dr. Geo. Howell, v.s., Vancouver 
Sec. & Treat. : Dr. K. Chester, v.s., White Rook 
Association M^dccale V&reRiNAias Franchise “ Laval 
Sec: Mr. J. P. A. Houde, Montreal 

Province of Quebec V.M.A. 

Hon. Sec. Mr. Gustave Boyer, Rigaud, P.Q. 

Veterinary Association of Alberta 
Hon. Sec. Dr. F. A. McCord, 215 Queen's Ave., Edmonton 
Ontario V.A. 

Pret : Mr. J. H. Tennent, v.s., London, Ontario 
8ec: A Treat : Mr. L. A. Wilson, Toronto, Ontario 
Transvaal V.M.A. 

Pret : Mr. P. Conaoher, m.r.c.v.b. 

Hon. Sec : Major G. W. Lee, m.b.c.v.b., g.v.s., P.O.Box 93, 

Johannesburg 

Cape or Good Hope V.M.B. 

Pret. Mr. J. D. Borthwiok, m.b.c.v.b., Cape Town 
Hon. Sec. d Treat. Mr. J. W. Crowhurst, f.r.c.v.b. 

Longmarket Street, Cape Town 
Central Canada V.A. 

Pret. Mr. Geo. Hilton 

Hon. Sec: Mr. A, E. James, Ottawa 

Vet. Assn, or Manitoba. 

Pret : Dr. W. R. Taylor, Portage la Prairie 
Hon. Sec. d Treat: Mr. Wm. Hilton, Winnipeg 
„ Natal Veterinary Medical Association. 

Pret. Mr. F. J. Carless, m.r.o.v.b., Mooi River 
Hon Sec. A Treat. 
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Cruelty prosecution at Colchester. 

At Colchester Harry Harvey, labourer, Green land. 
Layer Marney, was fined 10/- for ill-treating a cow ana 
steer by travelling them in an nnfit condition, and Percy 
Golding, farmer, Rockingham farm. Layer Marney, was 
fined £5 for causing the animals to be travelled. 

P.-c. Nice Baid on Saturday morning, 25th October, he 
saw the two animals in Maldon road. They were in a 
weak and emaciated condition, and the next day he saw 
they had been slaughtered. 

P.-c. Page saw the two beasts lying in a meadow in 
Sheepen road. They were lying down, and when they 
tot up they staggered about. Witness, with Inspector 
Dooner, R.S.P.C.A., saw Golding, who said he had bred 
the animals, and they had never done any good. He 
was sorry he had sent them tolColcb ester. Harvey said 
he started from the farm at 7 a.vn. and arrived at Col¬ 
chester market about 11.30. He did not think there 
was any cruelty, as it was only eight miles, and he gave 
them plenty of time. 

Inspector Dooner, R.S.P.C.A., said he had never seen 
soch cattle on the market before. They were sold for 
£3 for the two. 

Mr. J. J. Scott, m.r.c.v.s., said the animals were not 
fit to make the journey to market. From a post-mortem 
he found that they were suffering from tuberculosis. 

In reply to Mr. Golding, witness agreed that if all the 
shorthorn cattle in this country were examined, 50 per 
cent would be found to be tuberculous. 

Robert Lennox, a farmer, of Ardleigh, called for the 
defence, said be could see nothing wrong with the ani¬ 
mals, which could have walked home again. 

Ernest Harvey, the defendant!Harvey’s son, gave simi¬ 
lar evidence.— East Anglian Daily Times . 


Freak Pigs. 

In reply to a correspondent in the Farmer and Stock¬ 
breeder , Mr. Sanders Spencer, the well known judge of 
pigs, gives the following information 

** At all times it is difficult to account for these freak 
pigs. It is most unusual for eight pigs of one litter to 
be horn without eyes. 

One of the commonest causes for this partial want of 
development, as well as for unusual development, is 
consanguineous breeding. Some forty-five years since, 
one of my small white gilts was served by her brother 
when they were about six months old. In due course 
she farrowed seven pigs, of which not one was a perfect 


specimen. One had no sockets for the eyes; a second 
had no vent, and its tail was affixed on its loin ; a third 
had three toes on each fore-foot; a fourth was legless, 
save small pieces of skin and muscle in lieu of Tegs ; 
whilst the other three were deformed in other ways. 

The gilt was retained in the herd and subsequently 
bred many pigs, some of them were amongst the best I 
have bred. 


Delays at Pirbright Testing Station. 

In a written answer to Sir Richard Cooper, who asked 
about the new arrangement for testing animals destined 
for South Africa at the Pirbright station, Sir Arthur 
Boscawen says:— 

Delays which may occur at Pirbright are due in part 
to alterations in the dates of sailings of transports and 
not to the testing arrangements made by the Board. 
The Board would be quite willing that the South African 
Government should adopt the principle followed by the 
United States Government ana appoint their own vet¬ 
erinary surgeons for testing animals in any part of this 
country, and they have asked representatives of the 
Government of South Africa in this country to receive 
a deputation ; but they feel bound to state that the 
basis of South Africa’s desire for a testing station is that 
the animals for export to South Africa must not be tes¬ 
ted on premises which belong to the owner. The Board 
are actively engaged in trying to find other suitable pre¬ 
mises to enable them to deal with the volume of trade 
with South Africa which has suddenly arisen, and there 
is good hope of such premises being found. 


Foot-and-mouth disease in Sussex. 

Foot-and-mouth disease has been declared to exist 
among animals at Harting, near Petersfield. 

The usual precautions nave been taken to prevent the 
spread of the disease, and an Order has been made pro¬ 
hibiting the movements of animals in a large area sur¬ 
rounding the infected place. 


OBITUARY. 

Frederick Smith, V.S., Ingatestone, Essex. 

Mr. Smith passed peacefully away at Ina House, In¬ 
gatestone, on Friday 19th inst. He was in his 81st year. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


IRELAND. Weekended Deo. 13 
f 1918 ... 

Corresponding Week in i 1917 ... 

[ 1916 ... 

... 


... 

... 


... 

Outbreaks 

1 

11 

1 

6 

... 

... 

... 

... 

H 


1 

4 

1 

14 

12 

28 

H 

52 

Total for 60 weeks, 1919 
Corresponding period in j 

r ms ... 

1917 ... 

[ 1916 ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 


137 

277 

83 

102 

2 

3 

3 

2 

6 

7 

... 

... 

H 


96 

45 

61 

334 

407 

454 

u 

m 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland. (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Dec, 15, 1919 
Non.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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Royal College of Veterinary Snrgeons. 

President; Mr. J. McKinna, f.r.o.v.8. 

Vice-Presidents: Mr. F. W. Garnett, G.B.E., m.b.o.v.8., j.p. 

Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, m.d., d.sc., 

CH.B , M.B.O.V.8. 

Secretary and Registrar : Mr. Fred Bullock, 

10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C. 1. 


NATIONAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION 

President: Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, Prin. R.V. Coll.,Bdin, 
8ee: Mr. J. W. Brittlebank, mb.c.v.b. 

Town Hall, Manchester 

Assist. See : Mr. W. L. Harrison, f.b.o.v.b. (on Service ), 

11 Anohor Terrace, Southwark Bridge, S.E. 
Treas : Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, f.b.o.v.b. (Acting Hon. See), 
Ryl. Vet. Coll., Camden Town n.w. 

Northern Brandi: 

Pres, Mr. W. A. Taylor, (F) Brick Street, Manchester 
Hon. See. Mr. A. W. No€l Pillers, (F) 

71 Smithdown Lane, Liverpool 
Lancashire V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. G. H. Locke, m.b.o.v.b., 

Grosvenor-street. Manchester 
Hon. See. Mr. J. W. Brittlebank, m.b.o.v.s., 

Town Hall, Manchester 
Hon. Treat : Mr. L. H. Stent, m.i.c.v.8., Preston-st, Hulme 
Meetings, let Thursday in April, June, Sept., A Deo 
Liverpool University V.M.S. 

Pres: Mr. J. P. Heves, r.B.c.v.s., Wigan 
Hon. See: Mr. A. Walker, f.b.o.v.b., Mill Lane, West Derby 
Pathological See: Mr. D. C. Matheson, f,b.o.v.b. 

Meetings, May, July, October, January. 

Midland Counties V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. J. Malcolm, f.b.o.v.b., Birmingham 
Hon. See : Mr. H. J. Dawes, f.b.o.v.b., _ ^ 

Camden House, High-st., West Bromwioh 
Hon. Treas. Mr. W. H. Brooke, m.b.c.v b , . , 

Stafford Road, Handeworth, Birmingham. 
Meetings, Seoond Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Friday alternately in Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 

North of Enoland V.M.A. 

Pres: 

Hon. See: T. T. Jack, m.b.o.v.b., 8Elmwood-Bt, Sunderland 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 

North Midland Veterinary Association 
Pres: Mr. W. Collin eon, m.b.o.v.b., Aueton, Sheffield 
Hon. See: Mr. J. S. Lloyd, f.b.o.v.b., Sheffield 
Nobth Wales V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. Hugh Williams, m.b.o.v.b., Ty Croes 
Hon. See. Mr. L. W. Wynn Lloyd, m.b.o.v.b., Carnarvon 
Meetings, First Tuesday, Maroh and September 

South Durham and Nobth Yorkshire V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. J. M. Walker, f.b.o.v.s., Hartlepool 
Hon. See. dt Treas : Mr. F. H. Sanderson, m.b.o.v.s. 

Victoria Read, Darlington 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept, and Deo. 

Yorkshire Vbt. Association , 

Pres. Mr. S. E. Sampson, m.r.o.v.8., Hillsboro’, Sheffield | 
Hon. 8ee ; Mr. J. Clarkson, m.b.o.v.8., Garforth, nr.Leeds 
Hon. Treat: Mr. A. McCarmiok, _ , 

Kirkstall-road, Leeds 

Southern Branch: 

Pres. Sir Stewart Stockman. 4 Whitehall Place, S.W. 
See.: Mr. G. P. Male (f.), 250 Kings Road, Reading. 
Central V.S. 

Pree.Mir. J. Basil Buxton, f.b.c.v.b., 

Weloome Research Laboratories, Herne Hill, S.E. 24. 
Hon. See : Mr. H. A. MacCormack, m.b.o.v.s., 

122 St. George’s Avenue, Tufnell Park, N. 

Meetinat. First Thursday in the month, except August, 
10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p m. 


Bastnrn Oountinb V.M.A. 

Pres. Mr. J. Barr, m.b.o.v.b., Acle, Norfolk 
Bon See. St Treas : Mr. H. P. Standley, m.b.o.v.s.. Norwioh. 
Meetings, Seoond Tuesday, Feb., July and Sept. 

L mOOLNSHIRE AND DISTRICT V.M.S. 

Pres. Mr. C. W. Townsend, f.b.o.v.b., . 

Long Stanton, Cambridge 
Won. See: dt Treat: Mr. Tom Hicks, m.b.o.v.8., 

Boston Road, Sleaford 

Meetings, Seoond Thursday Feb., June, and October 
Royal Counties V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. G.P. Male, m.r.o.v.8., Friar Street, Reading 
Hon. See . Mr. J. C. Coleman, m.b.o.v.s., Swindon 
Hon. Treat: Mr.J.|Willett, m.b.o.v.8., 6 Harley Place, W. 1 
Meetings, LaBt Friday, Jan., April, July and Nov. 
Southern Counties V.S. 

Pres: Mr. G. H. Livesey, m.b.o.v.s., Hove, Sussex 
Hon. See: Mr. J. T. Angwin, m.b.o.v.b., Arundel. 

Hon. Treas: Mr. E. W.Baker, m.b.o.v.8., Wimbome 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 

South Eastern V.A. 

Pres. Mr. E. Lyne Dixson, m.b.o.v.8., Margate 
Hon. 8ee. dt Treas. Mr. H. P. Hogben, m.b.o.v.s., 

8 Manor Road, Folkestone 
Western Counties V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. P. J. Penhale, m.b.o.v.8., Barnstaple 
Hon. See. Mr. W. Aaoott, m.b.o.v.b., Bideford. 

Hon. Treat: Mr. P. G. Bond, m.b.o.v.s., Plymouth 

Meetings, Third Thursday, March, July and November 


Irish Branch: 

Pres. Mr. A. Watson, Municipal Buildings, Dublin 
See.. Mr. P.D. Reavy, L ©afield, Bundoran, Co. Donegal 
Central V,A. of Ireland. 

Pres: Mr. B. P. J. Mahony, m.r.c.v.s., Maryboro’ 

Hon. See. Mr. E. C. Winter. Gueen-st., Limerick 

Treat ; Mr. J. F, Healy, m.b.o.v.b., Midleton 
Connaught V.M.A 

Pres. Mr. D. Hamilton, m.b.o.v.b., Bailina 
Hon. See, dt Treas. Mr. A. J. Moffett, m.r.o.v.8., Galway 
Vet. Med. Assn, or Ireland. 

Pres: Mr. L. M. Magee, m,b.c.v.b., Dunboyne 
Hon. See: Prof. J. J. O’Connor, m.b.o.v.s., R.V. Coll. 

Hon. Treas: Prof. J. F. Craig, m.a., mb.o.v.s.. 

R.V.Coll., Dublin 

North or Ireland V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. J. EwingJohnston, m.b.o.v.s., Belfast 
Hon. 8ee; Mr. P. Walsh, m.b.o.v.8., Magberafelt 
Hon. Treat; Mr. Howard McConnell, m.r.o.v.s„ Armagh 
The Veterinary Officers Association for Ireland. 
Pres : Mr. F. W. Emery, f.r.c.v.b., Dublin 
Hon. Sec : Mr. T. McGuinness, b a. m.r.c.v s 

36 Mount Charles, Belfast 

Hon. Treas: Mr. Hannan, m.r.c.v.s. 

Scottish Branch: 

Pres. Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, 

Ryl. (Dick) Vet. Coll: Edinburgh 
Hon. See. Prof. A. Gofton, Municipal Buildings, Edin. 
North of Scotland V.M.S. 

Pres: Mr. W. Brown, m.b.o.v.s., Marischal Coll: Aberdeen 
Hon. See. dt Treas: Mr. G. Howie, m.b.o.v.b. Alford, Aberdeen 
Meetings, Last Saturday in January and August 
Royal Scottish V.S, 

Pres: Mr. Reid, m.e.o.v.8., Auohtermuchty. 

Boottish Metropolitan V.M.S. 

Pres: Mr. J. Riddooh, m.b.o.v.8., Edinburgh 
Hon 8ee. dt Treas: Mr. Jas. Henderson, m.b.o.v.8., 

Public Health Dept., City Chambers, Fidinburgh 

West of Scotland V.M.A. 

Pres: Prof. John R. McCall, m.b.o.v.s., Vety. Coll. Glasgow 

onServiee. 

Hon. See: Mr. J. F. Macintyre, m.b.c.v.Sm 

19 Bank Street, Hillhead, Glasgow 

Hon. Treat: Mr. Geo. W. Weir, m.b.o.v.s., 

88 Crookston Street, Glasgow 
tfMtty,, BMond W*dn««fey, May, Oot. and Janaary 
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The Royal Sanitary Institute. 

Most veterinary societies will soon have to con¬ 
sider invitations from the Royal Sanitary Institute 
to send delegates to the next Congress. It is to be 
hoped, that such communications will be more 
sympathetically received than they often have been 
in the past. Hitherto, it has been common to hear 
members opposing the sending of delegates, thus 
practically proposing that the societies should refuse 
all connection with the Royal Sanitary Institute. 
The reasons they give are wholly inadequate, and 
well illustrate the shortsightedness of the policy. 

There has been a general impression that our 
profession is not given sufficient prominence at the 
Congresses. Usu«5ly, where the sending of delegates 
by a society is being opposed, we hear dissatisfied 
reference to some previous Congress at which, it 
is stated, that “ the veterinary section only had a 
one-day meeting, and that was pushed baok to the 
last day of the Congress." Two things must be 
remembered here. First, veterinary matters are 
only a part of the wide field of subjects dealt with 
by the Con gross; and it must fairly be added that they 
are by no means the most important part. Second, 
the importance of the veterinary section at any 
Congress is inevitably largely dependent upon the 
amount of active support it receives from veterinary 
surgeons. A section for which only a few delegates 
are expected, and for which only one or two papers 
are provided for discussion, has not material for a 
meeting exceeding one day. Naturally, also, a 
section which in attendance and programme is likely 
to be one of the weakest in a Congress will be rele¬ 
gated to a baok place. Greater veterinary support 
would mean a corresponding gain in the importance 
of the veterinary section. The Royal Sanitary 
Institute has long invited veterinary co-operation; 
and the reluctance of our members to respond is 
mainly accountable for the comparative insignifi¬ 
cance of the veterinary sections at many past 
Congresses. 

In 1919, the Royal Sanitary Institute made a re¬ 
solute and successful attempt to resume its Con¬ 
gresses ; and a few veterinarians gave whole-hearted 
aid. Thanks chiefly to these, the veterinary section 
marked a great advance. Delegates’ reports in the 
veterinary press (the last of which, by Prof. Wool¬ 
dridge, appeared last week) show its success. The 
number of papers forthcoming enabled the veteri¬ 
nary section to meet for two days, the attendances 
were well above the previous average, and every¬ 
thing seems to have worked well. This suggests 
what might be the normal state of affairs if veteri¬ 
nary surgeons would take a sustained interest in 
these Congresses. 


In Prof. Wooldridge’s report, he says—the Con¬ 
gresses are most valuable as means of both formal 
and informal propaganda ; and veterinary surgeons 
should use them as such. 

The Institute offers us a working connection 
based upon collaboration, which would be advan¬ 
tageous alike to both parties in the alliance and to 
the community. Our profession is [not so rich in 
allies that it can afford to despise this one. 


FRACTURE THROUGH MUSCULAR 
CONTRACTION. 

A two-year-old thoroughbred filly while racing 
suddenly pulled up lame in the off hind leg. She 
was led off the course and walked half-a-mile to the 
stables. 

The animal was very lame, and an extensive 
swelling commenced to appear about the croup 
extending down the leg. The filly was placed in 
slings and veterinary aid Bought. The swelling had 
increased enormously in size, and embraced the 
whole leg to the hock. The musoular tissues were 
infiltrated with inflammatory exudate. 

Rectal and vaginal exploration determined the 
pelvic girdle to be intact. Externally the angle of 
the haunch appeared below the level of the corre¬ 
sponding part of the opposite side. Palpation of 
this region revealed crepitus. Diagnosis, fracture 
of external iliac angle. The owner being away, and 
having expressed a desire to use the animal for 
breeding purposes if possible, she was allowed to 
remain in slings pending his return. Five days 
from the date of accident, the filly died. 

Post mortem examination disclosed complete 
fracture of the external iliac angle. A piece of bone 
measuring 4 inches by 3, comprising two tuberosi¬ 
ties and a portion of the under surface of the ilium, 
had broken away, and was pulled out with the 
fingers. 

The interesting features of this case are that there 
is no record of the filly having fallen during the 
race or subsequent to her removal from the course, 
and no history of trauma of any kind having been 
received. Her age, and the fact that the region of 
the fracture forms one of the centres of ossification, 
suggests that this process may have been incom¬ 
plete, and that the excessive tension of the muscles 
—superficial gluteus, and tensor vaginas femoris— 
during the effort of racing, had led to detaohment 
of the imperfectly ossified portion of the bone. 

Fracture by muscular contraction is of sufficiently 
rare occurrence, and the remarkable nature of the 
instance related appears to be worthy of record. 

Wellington, N.Z. H. A. Reid, f.r.c,v.s.... 
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ABSTBAOTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 

Infegtivb Keratitis. 

F. A. Allen has published a note upon this con¬ 
dition in the Journal of the American Veterinary 
Medical Association. Small epizootics of infective 
keratitis in cattle have previously been observed in 
India, Holland, South Africa, the United States of 
America, and some parts of Canada. The author 
now reoords cases observed in the vicinity of Ayl¬ 
mer, Quebec, North America, 

In the first case a trauma waB suspected, and in¬ 
fective keratitis was only thought of when a second 
case appeared a week later. After an interval of 
six days, two other animals became affected. The 
first symptoms consisted in notable lachrymation, 
photophobia, and reddening of the ciroum corneal 
and oonjunctival vessels. There were only very 
slight general disturbances. In the oourse of a few 
days the symptoms became aggravated; and the 
oornea appeared opaque, first at the centre and then 
over its whole surface. In the oourse of four or five 
days the opacity beoamejmuoh more dense, obstruct¬ 
ing the visual faculty. While in two animals it 
improved, the opacity augmented in the others, as¬ 
suming a yellowish tint; and blood vessels appeared 
in the marginal part of the oornea. 

The disease could be reproduced experimentally 
by passing an infected glass implement over the 
oonjunotiva of a healthy horse. Six days later 
there was intense lachrymation and photophobia, 
followed after a few days by the typical clinical 
pioture of the disease. The clinical picture could 
ne reproduced in the same way in a young bull, 
while all the tests made upon rabbits and guinea- 
pigs gave negative results, 

From the lesions a diplococcus was isolated and 
cultivated, which possessed most of the character¬ 
istics of the bacillus of Morax-axenfeld, a germ 
which is found in one form of human keratitis. 
The disease, however, could not be reproduced with 
a culture of this microbe, probably beoause the germ 
had beoome attenuated or modified in its develop¬ 
ment upon an artificial medium. It appears that 
infective keratitis is transmitted by direct contact 
with the affected animals. Flies also may play an 
important part in the transmission of the disease. 

Treatment of Chronic Swine Fever with 
Salicylic Acid. 

D. J. Healy has published his experience of this 
treatment in the Journal of the American Veterin¬ 
ary Medical Association . The constant presence of 
swine fever in the United States for more than fifty 
years is probably due to the faot that the disease 
exists in the chronio form in the intervals between 
acute epizootics. 

According to competent authorities, from 2% to 
20% of the total loses from swine fever are attribu¬ 
table to the ohronic form. In the chronio form all 
the symptoms are less acute, the temperature is 
sub febrile, and the appetite may remain normal for 
many days and then disappear suddenly. There is 


diarrhoea and notable emaoiation ; and death super¬ 
venes after some weeks or months. The only anat- 
omo-patbological lesion characteristic of the ohronic 
form is constituted by ulcers of the stomach and 
intestine. 

Healy administered salicylic acid in the drinking 
water to animals affeoted with chronio swine fever. 
Eighteen out of twenty animals thus treated re¬ 
covered, making 90% of recoveries. He also carried 
out the same treatment upon fifteen pigs affected by 
aoute swine fever; but all died. 

He therefore concludes that salicylic aoid is a 
good remedy in the chronic form of the disease, but 
not in the acute form. 

W.R.C. 


NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

South Durham and North Yorkshire Division. 

A meeting was held at the Imperial Hotel, Darlington, 
on Friday December 5th. In the absence of the Presi¬ 
dent, Mr J. M. Walker, Mr. T. Wilkinson, Lanchester, 
one of the Vice-Presidents, occupied the chair. There 
were also present Messrs. G. R. Dudgeon, and T. T. 
Jack, Sunderland ; P. Snaith, Bishop Auckland ; H. A. 
G. K. Brittain, Guisborough ; E. H. Pratt, Northaller¬ 
ton and F. H. Sanderson, Darlington. Visitor : Mr. J. 
F. Macdonald, m.r.c.v.s. 

Minutes. It was proposed by Mr. Snaith and seconded 
by Mr. Dudgeon and carried that the minutes of the 
previous meeting as read by the Secretary be taken as 
read and confirmed. 

Correspondence. The Secretary read a letter from 
the Royal Sanitary Institute with reference to the ap¬ 
pointment of delegates to the Congress in Birmingham 
from July 19th-24th 1920. It was proposed by Mr. 
Dudgeon and seconded by Mr. Snaith ana carried that 
the subiect be discussed at the next meeting. 

Specimens. Mr. Snaith exhibited a beautiful speci¬ 
men of an aneurism on the mesenteric artery, just where 
it leaves the aorta, showing the strongylus armatus in 
position. The foal, six months old, was found dead in 
a sitting position. 

Mr. Jack showed a cystic calculus about the size of a 
hen-egg which he had removed from a Pekinese bitch. 
The bitch did well, but the re-formation of calculi was 
now again manifest on palpation. 

Finances of the Association. After a little discussion, 
it was proposed by Mr. Snaith and seconded by Mr. 
Pratt that the Secretary treat 1915-16 subscriptions not 
paid as arrears, and that subscriptions for 1919-80 be¬ 
came due September 1919. 

General Discussion. To consider and draw up a mini¬ 
mum scale of fees to be charged by veterinary surgeons. 
After the Secretary had read several scales of fees, 
which afforded a little discussion amongst the members 
present. 

Mr. Dudgeon proposed that, before a scale be drawn 
up, the Secretary be asked to try to obtain a meeting 
outside the Association, so that all veterinary surgeons, 
especially those in the adjacent districts, might attend 
to discuss the subject ana fix a scale, and that the fol¬ 
lowing advertisement be inserted in The Veterinary 
Record and Veterinary News, and that the expenses he 
defrayed by the Association :— 

“ All members of the veterinary profession are invited 
to attend a meeting at the Imperial Hotel, Darlington, 
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on Friday, January 16th 1920, at 2 p.m., to discuss the 
question of minimum professional charges. All mem¬ 
bers of the profession will be welcomed, but veterinary 
surgeons of South Durham and North Yorkshire are 
particularly invited to attend.” 

This was seconded by Mr. Snaith and carried unani¬ 
mously. 

A vote of thanks was proposed by Mr. Pratt to Mr. 
Wilkinson for taking the chair, and this was seconded 
by the Secretary and carried unanimously. 

The members present afterwards had tea together in 
the hotel. 

Fred H. Sanderson, Hon. Sec. 


North of England Division. 

A meeting was held at the Douglas Hotel, Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, on Friday December 12tb, 1919. The President, 
Mr. Geo. Elphick, in the chair. The following members 
and visitors were present—Messrs. H. S. Elphick, J. 
Davidson, W. Dotchin and T. S. Hunter, Newcastle; 

E. R. Gibson, Seaham Harbour ; D. Dudgeon, Fence 
Houses ; N. Irvin, South Shields ; B. Hoadley, West 
Hartlepool; W. Doughty, Alnwick ; J. Cameron, Ber¬ 
wick ; A. Scott, Morpeth ; T. Wilkinson, Lanchester; 
T. R. Jarvie, Gateshead: C. Taylor, Leadgate; J. P. 
Isherwood, Blyth; F. H. Sanderson, Darlington; F. 
Pickering, Hexham ; G. R. Dudgeon, T. M. Mitchell, 
Sunderland ; and the Hon. Sec. 

The members who had been serving in the Army were 
congratulated on their return. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
confirmed. 

Letters of apology for absence were read from Messrs. 
H. Peele, Durham and Geo. Mitchell, Sunderland. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Victoria Veterinary 
Benevolent Fund was laid before the meeting, and it 
was decided, on the motion of Mr. G. R. Dudgeon, se¬ 
conded by Mr. J. Davidson, that a sum of two guineas 
be forwarded as a subscription to the fund. 

The following gentlemen were nominated as members 
of the Association —Messrs. T. M. Mitchell, Sunder¬ 
land; W. A. Doughty, Alnwick ; E. McLachlan, Mor¬ 
peth : D. Dudgeon, Fence Houses ; B. Hoadley, WeBt 
Hartlepool; and T. R. Jarvie, Gateshead. 

A lengthy discussion took place on the question of a 
minimum scale of professional fees, in which the follow¬ 
ing took part. Messrs. G. Elphick, H. S. Elphick, J. 
Davidson. G. R. Dudgeon, J. Cameron, T. S. Hunter, 

F. Pickering, A. Scott, T. R. Jarvie, J. P. Isherwood, 
F. Sanderson, B. Hoadley, E. R. Gibson, D. Dudgeon, 
C. Taylor, and the Sec. 

Owing to the lateness of the hour it was then decided 
to adjourn the meeting, and to hold a special meeting in 
January to further discuss the subject * the Sec. being 
instructed to forward list of fees that haa been suggested 
to all members of the profession practising in the dis¬ 
trict, for consideration. A vote of thanks to the chair¬ 
man concluded the meeting. 

T. T. Jack, Hon. Sec. 


Report on the Punjab Veterinary College for 
THE YEAR 1918-19, BY COLONEL H. T. PEASE, C.I.E., 
Principal. 

I was in charge of the College during the year and 
carried out the duties of Professor of Sanitary Science in 
addition to my own. This is the fifth year during which 
this extra work has fallen to my share. Mr. W. Taylor 
occupied the chair of Pathology aud Parasitology and 
remained in charge of the small animals clinic. Mr. E. 
Burke, I.S.O., was Professor of Surgery. Khan Baha¬ 


dur Syad Mahtab Shah. Gilani, was Professor of Anat- 
omy|and Physiology ; Khan Sahib Sved Sardar Shah was 
Professor of Cattle Pathology. Khan Sahib Ghulam 
Hussain Khan, House Surgeon, retired from the service, 
on the 1st of October 1918, and Ghulam Rasul Khan, 
who had been officiating for him, was confirmed in the 
appointment. Sheikh Fakir Ali, Assistant to the Pro¬ 
fessor of Sanitary Science, who is the senior Assistant 
Professor was promoted to grade Rs 150—10—200 per 
mensem. Veterinary Graduate Durga Das was trans¬ 
ferred from the Punjab Veterinary Department to fill 
the Post of Assistant Professor. Hardit Singh, B. Sc., 
has been appointed, Second Demonstrator of Anatomy 
from the 19th November 1918. We were working very 
short-handed, during the year, there being 2 European 
Imperial Officers and four Assistants short in the estab¬ 
lishment most of the time. 

The Summer Session commenced on the 1st May and 
dosed on the 30th June 1918. The Winter Session 
commenced on 1st October 1918 and closed at the end 
of March 1919. 

For the three-years’ course 52 new students were ad¬ 
mitted in 1918, but two sowars did not join, 2 State 
students and two from other provinces left, so that 46 
completed the first year’s training. There were 55 stu¬ 
dents in the second year class at the beginning of the 
year 1918. Two died of influenza, 3 were kept back, 
and two were struck off for absence without leave, so 
that 48 completed the year. There were 45 students in 
the 3rd years class in 1918, one was remanded for ill 
health and 44 remained. 

In the four years’ cow sc 26 were admitted in April 
1918. There were 24 in the Second Year in 1918, but 
one having accepted service in the Army Remount 
Department was transferred to the three-year’s course. 
There were twenty-one students in the third year’s class 
of this course in 1918. Owing to the students of the 
four years’ class of this course having volunteered for 
active Military Service there was no special four-years’ 
class this year. 

The students admitted on the 1st May 1919 came 
from 

Three years’ classes .—Indian Cavalry 28; Remount 
Department 8; Imperial Service Troops 3 ; State Nom¬ 
inees 7 ; Central Provinces and Berar 5 ; United Pro¬ 
vinces of Agra and Oudh 4 ; Baluchistan 2. — Four 
ear class .—District Boards, Punjab 6; Punjab Civil 
indents 18. Total 81. 

Of the Punjab students one was a Matriculate, 8 
Entrants failed. The remainder had certificates of the 
4th high or Anglo-Vernacular Middle School certificates. 
The Military students are now selected by the Quarter- 
Master-General, in India, from among candidates in the 
Indian Cavalry and are trained for the new Indian Vet¬ 
erinary Department. More care is consequently taken 
to select candidates with higher educational qualifica¬ 
tions, and the improved pay, rank and conditions of 
service have induced better men to seek admission. 
Owing to the war and to the absence of the Post-Grad¬ 
uate professor on Military duty, the Post-Graduate 
Course was in abeyance. 

Four-years’ course .—In the examinations held in 
June 1918 of the men who had failed in one subject 
in the annual examinations in April 1918, two were 
re examined in the first year and passed on to the next 
class. At the examination held in April 1919, in the 
first year class, 26 were examined and 25 passed, an 
average of 96T. One student failed badly and was 
transferred to the three-years’ course as unfit for the 
higher training. In the second year class 23 were 
examined in April 1919 and 17 passed, average 73*91 
per cent. Four failed in one subject only and obtained 
50 per cent of marks and will be examined, in the sub¬ 
ject in which they failed, in June 1919. The whole of 
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the failures were transferred to the three-years’ class as 
unlikely to benefit by the higher training. In the third 
year class, 21 appeared and 19 passed, average 90 47 per 
cent. The failures were transferred to the three-years’ 
course. 

Three-years ’ course.— At the examination held in June 

1918 of the men who had failed in one subject in the 
annual examination in April 1918, 7 students in the 
first year, one of the second year and five of the final 
year passed. One student from the United Provinces 
being absent without leave was struck off. At the ex¬ 
aminations held in April 1918, in the first year’s class 
47 were examined and 39 passed, average 82*97. One 
failed in one subject only and will be examined in June. 
Six of the failed men were from the Military Depart¬ 
ment. Five are given another chance and one returned 
to his regiment. One Central Province student was 
remanded. In the second year 48 appeared in April 

1919 and 34 passed, one fell sick and could not complete 
the examination, average 70 83 per cent. Six failed in 
one subject and will be examined in June 1919. Seven 
are remanded for a year. In the Final Examination of 
the 3 years’ class, 44 appeared before the Board of 
examiners and 35 passed, average 79 54 per cent. Four 
failed in one subject only and will be examined by the 
President of the Board in June 1919. Five failures are 
remanded for another year. Fifty seven men, therefore, 
qualified during the year, i.e. y 5 at the June 1918 exam¬ 
ination and 35 at examination in April 1919. In addition 
to this 17 men of the four-years’ course who had suc¬ 
cessfully passed the Diploma Examination of the three- 
years’ course in April 1918, were passed into the Army. 
Two were examined at the end of the year, of whom one 
passed and the other failed and was transferred. 

The results of the examinations are not so good, as 
those of last year. I am, however, surprised that they 
are so good as they are, considering that the influenza 
epidemic obliged us to discontinue work for some weeks, 
the students suffered for a considerable time from the 
effects of the disease. Extra holidays were ordered for 
various reasons. Students had great difficulty in ob¬ 
taining oil for light and last, but not least, the rebellion 
in Lahore occurred just before our examinations and 
everything was much upset. Taking all these matters 
into consideration I am well satisfied with the results. 

Dressers ’ Course. Forty-five dressers were trained for 
Military Department during the summer vacation of 
1918. 

Farrier’s Course. There were seventeen farriers un¬ 
der training at the beginning of the year, but unfortu¬ 
nately the Head Farrier instructor died, and the second 
farrier became too sick to carry on, so the class had to 
be abandoned and the forge closed. It has so far not 
been possible to get a suitable man for the post of Head 
Farrier instructor during the year, but we are expecting 
a retired Farrier Major to join the appointment shortly. 
In the meantime the class is in abeyance and the forge 
closed to the public. 

Hospital . The practice in the horse hospital was 
nearly normal. The influenza epidemic and the distur¬ 
bances account for the small decrease. There were 1137 
equine in-patients against 1,157 last year and 1,259 out¬ 
door against 1,425 last year. There was an increase in 
the number of in-patients cattle, 184 against 160 last 
year. Cattle out-patients, however, show some falling 
off, 741 only being treated against 1,021 last year. In 
the small animals hospital 400 in-door and 286 out door 
were treated. The anti-rabic inoculations were contin¬ 
ued and accumulating evidence shows that it is very 
successful. Fifty-seven dogs were inoculated during 
the year with no failure. One hundred and ten cases of 
contagious disease were treated in the Contagious ward. 
In addition to this the Post Office, Jail and Vaccine 
Depdt animals were periodically inspected. Plans and 


estimates for the proposed Municipal Hospital are being 
prepared by the Public Works Department. 

Demand for Graduates. This is increasing, and the 
supply totally inadequate. All departments are very 
short handed and great loss to the people is resulting. 
With large sums of money available for agriculture and 
education it seems short-sighted policy to neglect veteri¬ 
nary education and the provision of the rank and file to 
cope with contagious disease in the districts. 

The Punjab is doing far more than its fair share in 
this matter, but even though the college is overcrowded 
it cannot hope to provide the number of veterinary 
graduates required for other Provinces and the various 
Government Departments. Another Vernacular College 
is badly wanted and it is hoped that the United Provin¬ 
ces College may soon materialise. 

New Hostel . During a particularly unhealthy year, 
both physically and morally, experience has shown the 
desirability of {providing proper hostel accommodation 
for the whole of our students, as Boon as possible, and I 
trust that the matter may be taken in hand as soon as 
funds can be made available. The present temporary 
hostel is too small to hold all our students, and it is not 
very suitable for the purpose. 

Very few of the professors, students or menials escaped 
influenza. The whole of our work was dislocated and 
no work of any value could be done for quite two months. 
Three students and three menials died. 

There is no doubt that the students in the temporary 
hostel suffered lessjseverely than those living in the city ; 
we kept them as far as possible in the open air and held 
classes outside, whenever possible, during the winter. 

When a proper hostel is provided it will be possible to 
inaugurate several necessary measures for the protection 
of students by the establishment of co operative stores, 
dairy, etc. 

Punjab Veterinary Association. The Association has 
again had a successful year and is in a flourishing con- 
! dition. The journal continues to improve and is much 
appreciated. 

Genei'al. I am glad to say that the behaviour of the 
students during the recent disturbances has been exem¬ 
plary. No one has taken any part in hartal nor associ¬ 
ated with any political offenders, and lectures were.con¬ 
tinued and the annual and final examinations were'held 
as usual. The medical officer in charge of the students 
had a heavy year’s work and did it very satisfactorily. 

Steps have been taken to provide a playground on the 
hostel site and the work is now in the hands of the 
Public Works Department, funds having been provided. 

The whole of the staff worked as usual loyally and 
well, and my best thanks are due to them for the unfail¬ 
ing assistance they rendered me during a particularly 
trying year. 


Report on the Civil Veterinary Department, 

Punjab, for the Year 1918-19, by Colonel J. 

Farmer, C.I.E., Chief Superintendent. 

Administration. 

Mr. D. Meadows remained on military duty through¬ 
out the year, consequently the post of the Superintendent, 
C.V.D., North Punjab and North West Frontier Province 
was held by Mr. Quirke. Mr. G. Taylor held charge of 
the office of Superintendent, South Puqjab, for 2 months 
and 25 days during the year, i.e ., 1st April 1918 and from 
8th January 1919 to 31st March 1919. He was trans¬ 
ferred to Poona to officiate as Superintendent, Bombay 
Presidency, during the absence of Lieutenant-Colonel 
G. K. Walker, C.I.E., O.B.E. Rai Sahib Lala Kotu 
Ram, Deputy Superintendent, South Punjab, officiated 
as Superintendent for 9 months and 6 days, viz. t from 
2nd April 1918 to 7th January 1919, in place of Mr. 
Taylor. 
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The former held charge of the office of Deputy Super- 
iatendent, C.V.D., for 1st April 1918, and from 8th 
January 1919 to the close of the year. 

In the absence of Mr. Taylor, six districts were tem¬ 
porarily transferred to the Central Punjab Circle which 
greatly increased the work of the Chief Superintendent. 

PUndit Janki Nath, Veterinary Inspector, attached to 
the office of Superintendent, South Punjab, was appoin¬ 
ted to officiate as Deputy Superintendent and was placed 
in quasi independent charge of the above districts with 
his headquarters at Lahore. These districts were re¬ 
transferred to the South Punjab Circle in February 1919. 

The Superintendent of the North Punjab Circle is still 
in charge of the North-West Frontier Province, C.V.D. 
administration ; but owing to the war the question of 
the appointment of a separate Superintendent could not 
be dealt with. It is very difficult for one officer to do 
justice to the work of both Provinces. 

The Chief Superintendent, Superintendents and 
Officiating Superintendent, Deputy Superintendent and 
Officiating Deputy Superintendent toured in all the 
districts of their respective circles, in connection with 
horse and cattle breeding, investigation of contagious 
diseases, and for the inspection of veterinary hospitals, 
etc. Every possible assistance was rendered to the 
Army Remount Department by the officers of this de¬ 
partment in dealing with equine contagious diseases in 
the selected districts lying within their respective juris¬ 
dictions. Tours were also made by them in various 
districts for the investigation of the prevalence of 
Dourine. 

The officers of this department took every opportunity 
for discussing the work with Deputy Commissioners ana 
local officials and for making known the operations of 
the department to agriculturists, etc. 

The Chief Superintendent inspected thirteen hospitals 
outside his own circle, and attended horse breeding and 
Surra Conferences at Simla. He also attended the 
Veterinary Conference held in Lahore and examined at 
the Punjab Veterinary College, the Agricultural College, 
Lyallpur, and visited Babugarh and Saharanpur dep6ts 
of the Army Remount Department. He also inspected 
the Hissar Farm six times. 

Treatment of Diseases. 

During the year under report 28,715 deaths from con¬ 
tagious diseases were reported in the province against 
30,085 in the previous year. 

Glanders.—Five cases in the Rawalpindi District were 
dealt with by this department against 6 cases in the 
selected districts during the previous year. Three cases 
in the above district were dealt with by the Army 
Remount Dept, and an outbreak on the Jarranwala, 
Khurrianwalla, Chak Jhumra and Chiniot city Tonga 
Line was also dealt with by the same department 

Surra was not so wide-spread as last year. It was, 
however, prevalent in eight Districts. It accounted for 
70 deaths against 1,362 in the previous year. The de¬ 
crease in mortality is partly due to the dry season and 
partly to the success of the preventive measures which 
were recommended to the people by this department 
The number of deaths reported is unreliable, as the 
agency for reporting is inefficient. 

Dourine— Suspected cases were examined by the 
officers of this department, but in no case was positive 
diagnosis made. It is to be hoped fresh caseswill not 
be imported from Baluchistan where it is said to be 
prevalent 

Strangles , Tetanus and Barsati were prevalent as 
usual. They accounted for 8 deaths against none last 
year. 

Rinderpest was reported from all 28 districts of the 
province except Montgomery. 20,842 deaths were re¬ 
ported from this disease against 8,495 in the previous 


year. The increase in mortality is mainly due to the 
debilitating influences caused by the fodder famine. 

Anti-Rinderpest inoculations were carried out in 653 
outbreaks and 106,393 animals were inoculated against 
338 outbreaks and 66,199 inoculations last year. 

Foot and Mouth —536 animals died from this disease, 
against 1,295 in the previous, year. As usual necessary 
measures to check the disease were adopted by the sub¬ 
ordinate staff of this department. Seven districts re¬ 
mained free from the disease. 

I I a? mom'hag ic Septicaemia accounted for 5,349 deaths 
against 13,445 in the previous year. With the exception 
of Simla it was reported from all the districts or the 
province. 

Vaccinations were performed on 52,464 animals in 19 
districts against 33,771 vaccinations in the same number 
of districts last year. The highest number of vaccina¬ 
tions was done in the Multan District. 

Preventive inoculations against Haemorrhagic Septi¬ 
caemia were performed in 56 outbreaks and 16,432 
animals were inoculated against 158 outbreaks and 29,786 
inoculations last year. 

Black Quarter —608 deaths were reported from this 
disease against 2,609 in the previous year. The decrease 
in mortality is due to the fact that vaccinations were 
carried out against the disease in the villages of the 
Dhanni tract on a very large scale. Vaccinations againBt 
this disease were performed on 14,022 animals against 
2,987 in the previous year. Eleven animals died in 
Jhelum District after vaccination. 

Other Animals—The following contagious diseases 
occurred in other animals:—Haemorrhagic Septicaemia, 
Rinderpest, Surra, Black-quarter, Influenza, Rikki (para¬ 
sitic diarrhoea) and other uuknown diseases including 
Strangles. In all 1,001 deaths took place against 2,563 
in the previous year. 

These statistics cannot be regarded as a reliable indi¬ 
cation of the influence of our preventive measures on 
the incidence of contagious diseases. We can only judge 
this by careful enquiry on the field, and from that we 
learn that where anti-inoculation can be carried out 
under circumstances essential to its successful applica¬ 
tion the results are very beneficial. There is no doubt, 
however, that much serum is used with the minimum 
advantage. Hitherto a certain prodigality in the use of 
sera, etc., has been regarded as excusable from an educa¬ 
tive point of view, and although it has been controlled 
as far as possible, we have arrived at a stage where 
regard must be had primarily to the economic applica¬ 
tion of anti-inoculation. 

To enable the department, as the responsible agency, 
to do this it must be made possible for action to be taken 
at the seat of an outbreak immediately on the appear¬ 
ance of the disease. The staff must be sufficient to 
allow of careful observation of results so that action 
may be continued and extended as may be required; 
there must also be sufficient supervising staff to organise 
the work and ensure its being thoroughly carried out. 

Inoculation against rinderpest was limited this year 
to a considerable extent by the restricted supply of st¬ 
rum. 

Other Diseases. During the year under report 10,293 
villages were visited by veterinary assistants on tour. 
55,082 animals were treated and 25,513 were castrated. 
Last year 14,139 villages were visited, 113,178 cases 
treated and 41,495 castrations were performed. The de¬ 
crease in the work done in viilages during the year is 
partly due to the fact that there were no itinerating 
i veterinary assistants on account of the shortage of staff 
due to the war, and partly on account of the prevalence 
of the influenza epidemic. 

Veterinary Hospitals. At the end of the year there 
were 129 veterinary hospitals in the province compared 
with 127 in the previous year. Two new hospitals were 
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opened during the year. Owing to the shortage of men 
three dispensaries at Bheni Milwan, Kotgarh and Gojra 

_j ii t_i _l_3 l ._ 1__i_j J_:_ 


~ ml Ti .T.M S> [71H HiiMii «:wiTT«a o m omh PTTT7 w»[»n in :ajja 


year. 

The total number of animals treated in the hospitals 
of the province was 291,085 against 361,569 last year. 
Medicines were supplied for 17,669 cases that were not 
brought to the hospitals. Besides this 16,728 castrations 
were performed in these institutions against 16,795 last 
year. 

The decrease in the work of hospitals is due to the 
effect of the influenza epidemic on the public and the 
staff. Few escaped the disease, and the absence of any 
leave reserve entailed the closing of certain hospitals for 
varying periods. 

Buildings of Veterinary Hospitals. The Government 
has been asked for a grant of Rs. 48,600 out of wheat 
profits money for the construction of new hospieals, and 
tor the improvement of old ones. As soon as the money 
is allotted monetary aid will be given to various districts 
of the province for the purpose. It is hoped that the 
allotment supplemented by allotments from District 
Boards will go a long way towards the provision of 
suitable hospitol buildings in the province. 

Breeding Operations. 

Bulls. At the elose of the year there were 1,265 stud 
bulls at work in the province against 1,090 in the 
previous year. 

There were 142 casualties and 205 additions during 
the year. 

Stallions. At the close of the year there were 67 
horses and 74 donkey stallions at work in the non-selee- 
ted districts of the province as compared with 61 horses 
and 69 donkeys, in the previous year. 

To overcome the difficulty of obtaining suitable Arab 
stallions, breeding of Arabs has already been started on 
the Government Cattle Farm, Hissar. and it is hoped 
that in years to come the province will be self-support- 
ing as regards the supply of Arab stallions for selected 
districts. 

Sheep and Goats. 

One hundred and five, three-quarter, and half-bred 
merino rams were sold from the Hissar farm, out of 
which only one was purchased by the Jullundur District 
Board, ana the remaining 104 were purchased by private 
individuals of the following districtsJullundur 1. 
Hissar 63, Ferozepore 40. 

The experiment of merino breeding in the Kangra 
district, owing to the lethargic nature of the gaddis and 
Kulu people was unsuccessful, hence the flock of merinos 
at Palampur was transferred to Lahul where the crosses 
between merino and the Lahuli and Biangi breeds have 
shown an improvement in the wool. 

According to Mr. G. Taylor it will take a long time 
before the influence of the merino blood will become 
generally apparent on the wool, owing to the difficulty 
m getting tne people to use the rams systematically. 
Where this is done the improvement is very marked in¬ 
deed. We have two examples of this in Ferozepore dis- 
drict, in the flock of the Mamdote estate and that be¬ 
longing to the Haji Muhammad Bakhsh of ChakSokar. 
The latter has been very successful, due entirely to the 
personal interest in the matter. 

Reports by the Cawnpur Woollen Mills on the wool 
are encouraging indeed, but it will be some time before 
the improved wool can be produced in sufficient quantity 
to realise its full commercial value. 

Fairs and Shows. 

The statistical information regarding horse and cattle 
fain and shows is incorporated in tables. Horse fairs 
were held in five districts and cattle fairs in twenty 
districts. 


The tabular statement shows that 23 horse and 29 
cattle fairs and shows were attended by the officers of 
the department during the year under report. 

Cattle Insurance Societies. Six societies were formed 
in the Jullundur and Rohtak districts. So far the soci¬ 
eties are working satisfactorily, and the outlook seems 
promising, but a definite opinion cannot however be 
formed untfl they have worked for at least a year. A 
veterinary assistant of this department has recently been 
deputed, for a period of two years, to work as an inspec¬ 
tor, Cattle Insurances Societies, and it is hoped that his 
demonstrations will help the expansion of the societies 
in the province. 

Establishment. 

The total strength of the subordinate veterinary staff 
remained the same as last year, but the total number 
working during the year was 162 only, viz.—Veterinary 
Inspectors 18, Veterinary Assistants 144. 

War services of the sub-staff. The fact that at the 
close of the year there were 1 veterinary inspector and 
36 veterinary assistants working in the military depart¬ 
ment shows that the work of tne department has neen 
considerably handicapped by the war. 

During the year under report 1 veterinary inspector 
and 2 veterinary assistants were released from the mili¬ 
tary department whereas 3 veterinary assistants were 
deputed temporarily, and 2 were permanently transferred 
to that department. The latter 2 were transfered at 
their own request, on account of the increased pay and 
improved prospects in the military department 

The department is 46 men under strength owing to 
(a) at military duty 37, (6) vacancies 9. 

Regarding \b) the Lahore Veterinary College has not 
been supplying the Punjab repuirements. 

The following casualties took place during the year:— 
deaths 6, retirement 1, resignation 1. 

General Remarks. 

The subordinate staff on the whole has worked well 
The following deserve mention :—Veterinary Inspectors 
Muhammad Abdulla, Barkat All, Thakar Singh. 

Deputy Superintendent L. Kotu Ram, was rewarded 
for his good services with the title of Rai Sahib. 

The increase of the work of the department demands 
an increase of the staff and a scheme will be shortly sent 
to Government. 

The clerical staff has worked well. 

Owing to the transfer of Mr. Taylor, and Mr. Branford 
going on leave, the Chief Superintendent had a consider¬ 
able amount of extra work and responsibility. 

The Chief Superitendent’s thanks are due to Messrs. 
Taylor and Quirke, and Rai Sahib Lala Kotu Ram for 
their loyal support, and also to the District Officers who 
have so kindly assisted the department. 


Report of the Government Cattle Farm, Hissar, 
FOR THE YEAR 1918-19. 

Review of the Chief Superintendent. 

The year under report was a very satisfactory one. 
The rainfall was not sufficient to produce the amount 
of grass necessary for grazing and at the same time al¬ 
low sufficient to collect fodder for a reserve. It also 
affected the produce in the cultivated area. Although a 
scanty rainfall handicaps the grazing and cultivated 
areas, it sometimes proves a blessing in decreasing dis¬ 
ease. 

The canal supply in the autumn was insufficient 

The demand for farm stock by foreign buyers speaks 
well for the class of animals being bred there. 

The Black-quarter vaccine does not appear to have 
been as great a success as in former years. Mr. Bran- 
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ford’s action in removing the animal from the diseased] 
area was a sound one. 

It is pleasant to observe in the report that the loss 
caused by contagious abortion is decreasing. This is no 
doubt due to careful management. Foot-and-mouth 
disease is one which cannot be kept out of the farm as 
there are so many public roads which go through it. It 
is gratifying to note that no fresh cases of surra, piro- 
plasmosis, strangles and coccidiosis occurred. This 
again shows the care taken in dealing with outbreaks of 
contagious diseases on the farm. 

The number of bulls supplied (192) to District Boards 
and the Oat Hay farm is less than last year, when 206 
were issued ; this was .due to one District Board, owing 
to the fodder famine, not taking any bulls. 

The farm supplied the full number of jacks required 
by the A.R.D. Punjab and North-West Frontier Province 
District Boards which is 8 more than last year. The 
supply of jacks from the Hissar farm is a considerable 
help to the Military Department and District Boards 
concerned, because if they were not bred in Hissar they 
would have to be obtained from Europs or America at 
double the cost. 

The sheep breeding continues to do well. The Arab 
breeding will, it is hoped, be a success. I purchased 5 
new mares and a stallion at the end of the year, but they 
did not arrive until the beginning of April. 

I visited the farm six times to advise and assist in the 
work as Mr. Branford was on leave, and also to see the 
stock issued to A.K.D. and District Boards. Great 
credit is due to Mr. Branford and Captain Morris for 
their work during the year. 


Report by Mb. R. Branford, Superintendent, 
Government Cattle Farm, Hissar. 

Captain Morris, Deputy Superintendent, officiated as 
Superintendent of the farm from 29th June 1918 to 
January 9th 1919. For the remainder of the year it was 
under my charge. 

The monsoon of 1918 was in marked contrast with 
that of the previous year. The total rainfall in 1918 
was 7*85" az against 41*26" in 1917 and an average of 14" 
The rainfall, although so small was favourably distri¬ 
buted as far as the Bir grasses were concerned. Most 
of it fell during 10 days in August and was in sufficient 
quantity to produce some grass for grazing. In fact 
grazing was good up to January 1919 and sufficient up 
to the end of February. At the close of the year stall 
feeding of stock on a considerable scale had to be begun. 

Apart from stall feeding to compensate for lack of 
grazing, consumption of fodder was in excess of any 

E revious year, owing to increased sales of stock, which 
ave to be stall fed for varyingperiods before despatch. 
Cattle purchased for Brazil in February 1918 owing to 
shipping difficulties could not be despatched till Febru¬ 
ary 1919, and had to be stall fed most of the time. 

Demand for farm stock continues to increase, receipts 
during the year amounted to Rs. 1,84,787—a record for 
the farm. 

The work of the farm in the autumn was severely 
handicapped by the influenza epidemic which affected a 
very‘large proportion of the farm staff. It was only 
with the greatest difficulty that the absolute necessary 
work of feeding and grazing animals could be carried on. 
Work in the cultivation was for a time at a standstill. 
The epidemic was very severe, and deaths were numer¬ 
ous. Many old and valued farm servants died ; chief 
among them were Jani, the farm fitter, Alah Din for many 
▼ears bollock Jemadar, and Lekhia one of the cultivation 
Jemadars. 

Contagious diseases were less prevalent than usual. 
This was probably due to the small rainfall. Dry heat 


has a marked sterilising effect on the viruses of the dis¬ 
eases from which we usually suffer most. The following 
diseases occurred 

Black quarter. This was the only contagious disease 
from which the farm suffered serious loss. The disease 
broke out at Chaoni in the spring, among the young 
male stock (which, as usual, bad been vaccinated at the 
time of weaning). The affected herds were re-vaccinated, 
but for some reason unknown to me re-vaccination did 
not confer the usual effective immunity. After one 
month, deaths from the disease again occurred in re-vac¬ 
cinated animals. The herds were then re-vaccinated 
for the third time, but with no better results, immunity 
again lasted for only one month. Eventually the disease 
was stopped by moving the herds to other grazing 
grounds (moving to fresh grazing grounds is always 
carried out in case of outbreaks of this disease, but in 
this case movements within the area usually reserved 
for male stock were ineffectual. They had eventually 
to be moved to areas usually used by cows and heifers, 
which is difficult to arrange without risk of breeding 
occurring among the immature, and is only fallen back 
on as a last resort.) Altogether 45 deaths occurred from 
black-quarter during the year as against 45 in 1917-18. 

Equine Contagious Aboi'tion. Four donkey mares 
and one pony mare slipped foals, as against 8 pony and 
8 donkey mares last year. But probably only in the 
case of one was the cause contagious. 

Foot and-mouth disease , as usual, occurred in the 
spring and autumn. The autumn outbreak was^ un¬ 
usually Bevere, and caused marked loss of condition 
among the young stock generally. A number of mature 
working bullocks were also severely affected, which has 
not happened before in my experience of the farm. 
Deformities and other bad effects on the feet of young 
stock usually due to this disease were largely prevented 
in this outbreak by passage of affected animals through 
a foot bath which has been erected at Chaoni for this 
special purpose. Six animals died from this disease as 
against 19 in the previous year. 

Haemorrhagic Septicaemia. No deaths occurred from 
this disease as against 71 in 1917-18. Our freedom from 
this disease was no doubt due to the dry season. 

Naiel-ill. Preventive measures, as usual, kept this 
disease under control. 

Rindeipest.— This occurred at Sully in February. A 
herd of 30 bulls, and two herds of cows with calves at 
heel were affected. The affected herds were inoculated 
and isolated as far as possible, and fortunately the dis¬ 
ease did not spread to the other cows in number about 
1,000 at Sully. The disease however did spread to the 
working bullocks on the Sully Cultivation, and in spite 
of serum inoculation losses were severe. Severe attacks 
of Rinderpest are in my experience not common in old 
working bullocks, but in this outbreak aged animals 
suffered most. Possibly this was owing to their being 
in rather poor condition. Altogether 7 animals died 
from the disease as against 73 in 1917-18. 

There were no fresh cases of Surra, Piroplasmosis, 
Strangles, or Coccidiosis, all of which diseases gave 
trouble during the previous year. 

A note describing the farm outbreak of Surra in 1917 
has been accepted for publication by the “ Agricultural 
Journal.” 

Table XVI shows the change in farm stock during the 
year. 

Supernumerary Bulls .—Were issued to Punjab Dis¬ 
trict Boards, 192*, (includes 16 supplied to the Oat Hay 
Farm, Okara.) To private breeders 7 ; to Remount 
Depdt 1. 

Male produce .—-These suffered severely from Black - 

* Bhoul really be increased by 8 for Shahpur. an addi¬ 
tional indent and should have been despatched in March. 
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quarter in the spring and again in common with all the 
farm stock in the cold weather from Foot and Mouth 
disease. The following were soldTo Brazil 42 ; pri¬ 
vate breeders 6. 

Cars.— 1,306 calved during the year as against 1,315 
during 1917-18. The average number present since 1917 
has been approximately 1,500. Thus the percentage 
calving two years running reaches the high figure of 87 
per cent. The following cows were sold—To Brazil. 36. 

Heifers. —201 were transferred to cows. The follow¬ 
ing were sold—To Brazil 178; Mona Army Remount 
DepOt 6 ; private breeders 136. 

Bullocks.— The following were sold—To military De- 
artment 111 ; privately (Rs. 500 per pair) 2 ; to Hissar 
ail 2. 

Mules— 14 ordnance and 5 equipment were issued to 
the Army Remount Depdt and two were sold to Dhar 
State at Rs. 700 each. 

Arab Breeding Scheme.— No new mares were received 
during the year. Two mares foaled during the year. 
Unfortunately in the case of one a very unusual accident 
in parturition occurred involving rupture of perinseum 
ana death of the foal. The rupture occurred before 
assistance reached the mare. After assistance arrived 
the haemorrhage was successfully stopped and the mare 
eventually saved. 

Donkey Stallions .—The last stallion added, named 
“ Hindustan ” measures height 12*3£, girth 54$, Shank 
7$. He is farm bred. 

Donkey Colts.— The following were issued To Army 
Remount Department 10; Punjab District Boards 9; 
North-West Frontier Province 3. 

Donkey Mares— 61 foaled during the year. 

Sheep.— The system introduced last year of lambing 
all the ewes in the spring, and allowing to lamb once 
only during the year has been continued, and is 1 think 
an improvement on the local system of running rams 
with the ewes all the year round. The decrease in the 
number of lambs is compensated for by fewer casualties 
and by improvement in quality. The ewes do better, 
and probably produce better fleeces, although up to date 
I have not had time to test this by experiment. 

Cultivation.— During the year grain and fodder were 
received from the cultivation and Bir amounting to— 
Maunds 70,388 (say 2,586 tons) valued at Rs. 82,289. 

As usual I have to thank Captain Morris, the Deputy 
Superintendent, for able ana loyal assistance. He 
officiated with much credit during my absence on leave. 

The Farm Overseer S. Ghulam Hussain has continued 
to work with credit. The post of second Farm Overseer 
sanctioned during the year was filled by Veterinary 
Assistant Ata Mohammad, who has made a good start. 

The office staff have been handicapped by the absence 
of the second Clerk on military duty. The Head Clerk 
and Accountant are specially commended. 

[The Report is concluded with 18 pages of tables.] 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE OF IRELAND. 

A meeting of the Advisory Council of the College was 
held in the College premises, Shelbourne road, Dublin, 
on Wednesday, the 17th December. 

A report on the working of the College was read show¬ 
ing that during the 1918-19 session, 118 students, inclu¬ 
ding a number from South Africa, had attended the 
Collegd, and that at the opening of the current session 
there were 159 students in attendance, of whom 61 had 
entered for the first time—this entry being a record one 
in the history of the College. 

Professor Craig, it was announced, had been appointed 
to the poet of Principal 


ELECTION ADDRESS. 

To the Members of the 

Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons . 

Gentlemen,—In offering myself as a candidate at 
the forthcoming election of members of the Council 
of the Royal College, I am prompted solely by the 
desire to be of service to my profession. I am a 
oountry practitioner by choioe, and if elected shall 
do my best to represent the point of view of the 
oountry practitioner. 

My views on education in a tentative manner 
have already been placed before the profession; 
suffice it to say now that I am against any increase 
of the four years course, believing that the need for 
a higher standard of education can be met by re¬ 
arranging the course and relegating certain subjects 
to the secondary school period. 

I support most whole-heartedly the action of the 
Council with regard to unqualified assistants. I 
feel that the bye-law as passed will not hinder 
members from keeping book-keepers, dispensers, 
yard men, canine nurseB, or in districts where they 
are needed, pig and calf castrators; but on the 
other hand will stop professional fees being charged 
for the attendance on stock of men who can only 
bring rule of thumb methods to bear on their treat¬ 
ment. 

With regard to the Register, I consider that the 
present temporary measure of granting our diploma 
to foreign graduates after a brief course of study 
needs very careful consideration before it is made a 
regular practice, but I consider the time has arrived 
when the Council should make use of its powers to 
place names of Colonial graduates who have ap¬ 
proved degrees on a Colonial Register 

State Veterinary Medicine and Public Health 
work will be well to the fore in the next few years. 
Though Cities and County Boroughs can and should 
utilise the service of whole-time veterinary officials 
for administrative and inspectorial duties, I am of 
opinion that it should be possible to devise a scheme 
for country districts under which a whole-time 
County veterinary officer administers all the Acts 
relative to the health of animals, while the private 
praotitioner performs the inspectorial duties in the 
area of his practice. 

If elected I intend to keep the profession informed 
of my reasons for taking any particular action on 
debatable questions. I am within easy reach of 
London, and owing to the promised kind co-oper¬ 
ation of my partner I shall be able to attend all 
important meetings of the Counoil and committees. 

I have had nine years in the Army Veterinary 
Corps (Special Reserve), four years ana nine months 
of whioh has been active service, and I shall appre¬ 
ciate the support of all those who are serving or 
have served in the Corps. 

Sudbury, Suffolk. T. J. Faithfull, m.b.c.v.s. 

Deo. 25th. 



January 3 , 1920 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


311 


Liverpool University Appointment. 

The University Council has appointed Dr. J. Share' 
Jones, director of veterinary studies in the University, 
professor of the full recently established Chair of Vet¬ 
erinary Anatomy. 

Dr. J. Share-Jones has held the post of lecturer in 
veterinary studies since the year 1904, and the success 
of the school has been largely due to his energy and 
ability. He is Doctor of Veterinary Science of Liver¬ 
pool and a Fellow of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, having served as a member of the council and 
as vice-president of the Royal College. It is due to his 
initiative that the School of Veterinary Studies in the 
Liverpool IT Diversity is the only school in the United 
Kingdom which grants a degree in veterinary medicine. 
—Liverpool Weekly Courier. 

[This is the first chair of its kind in a British Uni¬ 
versity.] 


MORTALITY AMONG CATTLE-STARVATION] 
To the Editor of “ The Veterinary Record 

Sir—The letter from “Looker On” must have come 
as a great surprise to any sane thinking man. Surely 
the writer does not believe the statement—ninety-one 
animals were found dead or dying from starvation 
(“ practically died of starvation ”) on the five different 
mentioned farms. 

On farm No. 1 we are told seventy animals practically 
died of starvation—Yet a V.S. was called in, when it 
was too late. Amongst these seventy animals fifty were 
in-lamb ewes. The food control has been removed for 
Xmas week, but we are given to understand it will shortly 
retnrn. If a V.S. really found such conditions existing 
on any farm, ought he not to have reported such con¬ 
ditions to the R.S.P.C.A. ] If such cruelty was inflicted 
bv my best client I should not have spared him. Even 
if we ignore all the cruelty to the animals * the cruelty 
to the nation, with the present shortage of food, was a 
thousand times more criminal. Such a V.S. or such a 
stockowner would deserve no mercy. 

On farm No. 2, nine two year old heifers die practic¬ 
ally from starvation. No V.S. is called in. But the 
owner knew the animals were starving, and considered 
a V.S. was unnecessary. Such stockowners may have 
existed in England, but I am inclined to class such 
people as (doubtful very—not Deo volente). There were 
many short sighted stockowners in England who prac¬ 
tised parsimony rather than spend money on veteri¬ 
nary advice or treatment, and trusted that the village 
policeman would report sick cattle under the C.D.A. 
Act; they hoped the B. of A. Inspectors would arrive, 
these cattle be slaughtered, and thus compensation ob¬ 
tained on sick animals. But such a policy leads to risk 
of prosecution : and even the most ignorant stock- 
owners are more than chary in taking this risk. Al¬ 
though in the past dead stock was frequently “ slaugh¬ 
tered,” and occasionally compensation paid to such 
owners ; to day one runs a very heavy risk with such a 
policy. The price of stock at the present makes owners 
anxious to be rid of any cattle and sheep they cannot 
feed. Surely we can put the cases on farms 1 and 2 into 
the category of D.V. 

Now on farm No. 3 “ Looker On ” wishes us to believe 
the police and the V.S. compounded the stock-owner’s 
felony. I don’t feel inclined to class this case as D.V., 
but conclude that anybody who would swallow this yarn, 
even in the cwni grano salts spirit, must have come down 
with the last shower of rain. Surely “ Looker On ” does 
not believe that after a neighbour had reported cases of 
a dead yearling and two-year-old heifers on a farm, 
they would allow such cruelty to animals to continue. 
Even the proverbial village policeman could not be so 


easily gulled, as to think such conditions were not fit to 
prosecute to the uttermost powers of the law. 

On farms 4 and 5, such conditions might exist without 
grounds for prosecution, because horses might get away 
with rheumatism or laminitis, go down and actually 
starve to death. But never-the-less I am inclined to 
put this cause out of court in both these cases, because 
rheumatism and laminitis are rare in three-year-old 
fillies and two-year-old colts. I dont deny that both 
diseases may be found in such young stock. But I 
doubt if the disease could get such a hold on young 
animals as to cause death. Long before such results 
occur young stock develope some rapidly fatal disease— 
as pneumonia, and perish from such cause, not by 
starving. 

I have only seen two cases of starvation in England : 
one was an old rheumatic horse turned out to graze on 
marsh land, he went down near water and actually 
starved to death. The other case was very similar but 
the cause of collapse was laminitis ; the subject was a 
younger animal. Both cases occurred on marsh land, 
where there was plenty of water. I have been qualified 
over eighteen years, and hava never seen one day's 
private practice in England, bnt I have seen something 
of English agricultural conditions whilst serving in this 
country, but conditions have certainly changed since I 
served my pupilage. But during the last fifteen years I 
doubt if any cattle or sheep have actually starved in the 
British Isles while they are put out to graze on pastures, 
because animals will break bounds before they starve. 
In Western Australia I have seen sheep break the 
Government rabbit-proof fence when a drought had 
reduced that portion of the country to starvation grazing. 
English cattle and sheep cannot be retained by ordinary 
hedges and fences, when they are starving. Any stock- 
man will tell you the same. In no literature on English 
Veterinary Pathology, nor in any of the numerous 
Army publications on Animal Management, is there 
any description of starvation symptoms or treatment. 
Hardly one V.S. in a hundred has seen a death entirely 
due to starvation in England. I have seen thousands 
starved to death, but. such conditions can only be seen 
when drought exists in the land. 

“ Looker On ” must have misinterpreted a diagnosis 
of a V.S. Any practitioner might have stated deaths 
were practically caused by slow starvation, because 
animals had poor grazing and still poorer fodder. But 
never the less this is not starvation. It had been better 
described as malnutrition, increased by chronic substi¬ 
tution of artificial so called foods, brought about by 
fifty months of war, while thirteen months of the mis¬ 
named “ Piping days of Peace ” has in no was relieved 
the situation. The etiology of its causes is well des¬ 
cribed by our French cousins when they shrug their 
shoulders and exclaim “ C'est la guerre.” 

“ Looker On ” has described symptoms which are any¬ 
thing but typical of starvation. Cachexia with a full 
and heavy coat is most symptomatic of vegetable poison¬ 
ing. Any man with practical knowledge of toxicology 
can confirm this. I know two common plants in Aus¬ 
tralia that invariably produce cachexia and a full coat 
—Heartleaf and Blackboy. Blackboy is a fern-like 
plant that is found almost throughout Anstralia. When 
droughts get severe poisoning invariably increases in 
stock. There are many plants in England and India 
that will produce similar symptoms. 

But “ Looker On’s ” suggestions for the remedy of the 
situation are more off the mark than any statements 
made in the previous part of his letter. Government 
making an inventory of the Nation's stock would be a 
very costly affair, and no sane man could see any benefit 
from Buch statistics. To schedule our live stock would 
not benefit any trade—not even the cattle trade. It 
could not produce any curative or prophylactic 
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treatment from the Veterinary Profession. It might 
transfer numerous Benior officers from the R.A.V.C. 
into the Board of Agriculture, but it would certainly 
not repatriate one V.8. who had lost his practice through 
the War. The policy would be unjustifiable, also, 
towards stockowners, because its action would be to 
drive stock into Government ownership. Stockowning 
by Government would mean that cattle — or cattle 
attendants would be almost certain to have to fall into 
line in queues for the animals’ food. Government have 
made a huge financial failure of the Railways, but think 
what a farcical failure State Live Stock Ownership 
would mean. Neither the public nor the cattle would 
be gainers. Therefore there only remains the Veterin¬ 
ary Profession to consider. A few favoured senior 
officers might become post-war profiteers by such a 
policy. But the private practitioner knows that in the 
Army during the war he was pestered by two thousand 
Army Forms. Then a few more Veterinary Knights 
would have to be created, then the Board of Agriculture 
forms would certainly go up to two millions at least. 
Let the rank and file of practitioners consider it is 
better to work while it is day, for vhen the Veterinary 
Knights and the Bureaucrats get on the rampage, private 
practitioners might just as well get off this planet—they 
will be unable to exist here. The Veterinary Profession 
has been known for its lack of policy. “ Looker On’s ” 
policy would only benefit office seekers—laymen and 
veterinary surgeons. 

Sylvkticus. 


BOARDED-OUT ARMY HORSES. „ 
Sir,—A short time ago it was brought to the notice 
of Council that the appointment of veterinary surgeons 
for large areas to medically attend the horses was most 
unfair to other M.R.C.V.S. Is anything being done to 
alter the state of affairs 1—Yours, Arc., 

Dec. 29th. M.R.V.C.S. 


About Ponies. 

To the Editor of The Veterinary/ Recrrrd 

Dear Sir,—I enclose herewith part of “ Observer ” con¬ 
taining letters about ponies : they may interest you, if 
not your readers. 1 have nothing to say about the New 
Forest ponies. Most of the article is nice and romantic. 
About the letter of the Secretary of the National Equine 
Defence League I am puzzled. Evidently the ponies 
working in the pits work 18 hours a day, in 3 shifts, 
with intervals of 2 hours. How long can that continue ? 
And what about the ponies’ tongues. I know when I 
was a dissecting student the names of some of the 
muscles of the part used to make me feel bad tempered, 
and I am rather glad the members of the Royal Com¬ 
mission decided in 1910 that the operation of tearing out 
a pony’s tongue was impossible “although Mr. Keir 
Hardie saw it done.” It makes me feel I have not missed 
my chances during the last 40 years or so. I am not 
“ Bournemouth ” or “ Ono Who Knows ” ; but 
Y T our Interested Reader: 

Walter W. Gulleford. 

Slade Street, Hythe, Kent. 

Pit Ponies. 

“ One Who Knows ” writes on the short working hours 
of pit ponies. Is it possible that such an authority is 
not aware that generally they are worked in three shifts 
of six hours per day 1 He positively writes as if the 
ponies enjoyed an existence in mines which is a negation 
of every natural instinct and capacity they possess. 

Does “ One Who Knows ” live in a balloon that he 
does not see the cases of revolting treatment of pit 


ponies which are always appearing in newspapers cir¬ 
culating in colliery districts \ He refers us to the eight 
Government inspectors’ reports. May I relate an in¬ 
stance from which the value of these may be estimated ? 
In giving evidence before the Royal Commission ap¬ 
pointed to consider this matter in 19101 instanced cases 
of pit ponies’ tongues being torn out by the roots. The 
Commission not only characterised this as an exaggera¬ 
tion, but as being a physical impossibility, although the 
late Mr. Keir Hardie actually saw it done. It was sub¬ 
sequently discovered that during the time I gave this 
evidence three such cases had occurred and were dealt 
with in the courts. On one occasion, whilst the coal in 
a Wakefield colliery was being examined a pit pony’s 
tongue was found amongst it. Upon the animals being 
examined three or four days afterwards, one was found 
minus its tongue ! And yet this had never been pre¬ 
viously discovered through the assiduous attention given 
to these animals by the officials in whom M One Who 
Knows” begs us to place such implicit confidence.— 
Faithfully Yours, 

Francis A. Cox. Secretary, 

The National Equine Defence Leiqpie. 

Motors v. Ponies in the New Forest. 

All through the forest the ponies wander freely, and 
the roads often cut through the open spaces near the 
ponds or wind amongst the glades The ponies, often 
the property of poor cottagers, who look to the sale of 
one or two of them to help to pay their rent, are thus 
exposed without the least chance of defence to theee 
road-hogs. Anyone would think that a man in a car, 
crossing an unfenced country, in which he knew that 
herds of ponies strayed and cows were pastured, would 
drive at a Blow pace. Those who think so do not know. 
Humanity makes no appeal to him ; he knows the ponies 
may be owned by the people that he calls “ the poor,” 
so on he goes, especially at night, drives straight into a 
ony or a cow. What he knocks down he leaves with 
roken legs or badly injured, and then . . . drives on. 
Perhaps tne injured beast struggles up on to its feet and 
creeps away into the woods to die of thirst, for streams 
are rare in the New Forest; perhaps it lies there until 
its owner finds it and puts it out of pain. In any case, 
the miscreant drives on. 

Figures and facts can be obtained from any resident. 
One friend of mine writes me that thirteen ponies, in 
the district only around where he lives, had been killed 
or mutilated since the first week in April. 

The forest is a national playground. In it thousands 
pass their holidays. Shall it oe rendered dangerous to 
them and to their children by these speed-mougering 
brutes *1 I hear it stated that the commoners will soon 
give up attempts to breed ponies. What is the remedy, 
and how are the forest ponies to be protected from 
wanton injury or destruction ? 

It is hoped that a Commission may sit upon the 
question of grazing and the like. Before it witnesses 
are certain to be brought They will confirm, and more 
than confirm all that I have said. Lord Montagu of 
Beaulieu proposes, if I understand rightly, a system of 
mutual insurance amongst members of motor clubs to 
pay for damaged animals. So far, so good ; but that does 
nothing towards the protection of the “ pownie beasts.” 
Others have written to me from the forest advocating 
that the speed-watching should be vested in the police, 
and the duties discharged by policemen instead of by 
officials of the touring club. It seems to me that the 
remedies are three. First, to put on a strict speed limit* 
not to exceed ten miles an hour on all the forest roads. 
Second, if it can be brought home to them, to fine the 
owner, driver, and all the passengers of any car that 
should run over ponies and leave them injured on the 
road. Third, the restitution of the old forest gates, a 
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measure strongly recommended by cattle owners for the 
prevention and detection of reckless drivers. 

These remedies are not heroic, but still I think not 
quite ineffectual, especially the gates.— The Observer. 

[Our extracts from both article and letter are confined 
to the argument; the “ nice and romantic” portions of 
both have been omitted, and some of the “ florid ” pass¬ 
ages slightly modified.] 


J. W. Whitecross, M.R.G.V.8., Kingston-on-Thames. 

Edin : April, 1887. 

Died 16th Deo., aged 63. 


John Williams, m.r.c.v.s., Pontypool, Mon. 

Lond : Dec., 1872. 

Died 8th Dec. 

Aitken. At Dalkeith, on 27th Dec- Annie Smith 
Kirk, wife of Bt. -Lieut Colonel J. J. Aitkeo, Royal 
Army Veterinary Corps. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 


Axe, H. J., Lt-Col., D.8.O. 110 

Darwell, A. E , Leigh, Lancs., 1919-1920 2 2 0 

Qreig, J. R.. Edinburgh 110 

Hiekes, R. J., Market Weighton 110 

J&rvie, J., Carluke 110 

Litt, W., Whitehaven 110 

Milligan, A. J., Annan 110 

Naim, W., Blairgowrie, 1918-1919-1920 3 3 0 

Roberts, A. E., Chepstow, Mon. 110 

Twomey, M., Macroom 110 

Williams, G. H., Chippenham, Wilts 

1919-1920 2 2 0 


Previously acknowledged 1036 7 10 


1051 2 10 

Dec. SI. - 


Personal. 

Mrs. John Danstan, of Liskeard, has been the recipient 
of a handsome dial barometer, accompanied by an illu¬ 
minated address, inscribed as follows:— 

“Presented to Mrs. J. Dunstan together with a 
barometer by the undermentioned agriculturists of 
Liskeard and district, in honour and appreciation of 
her valuable services rendered as organiser and fore¬ 
woman of the part-time workers, in assisting the pro¬ 
duction of food in the great European war.—Honble. 
Mrs. Aubrey Smith, Messrs. E. H. Hoskin, E. J. Mad- 
dever, R. B. Trant, R. R. Clogg, T. Coode, S. Snell, 
B. Trant, J. L. Rapson, R. Leabriel, S. Whiting, 
H. R. Lucas.”— The Cornish Times. . 


OBITUARY. 


John Hatch, m.r.c.v.3., Denning Road, Hampstead. 

Lond : April., 1868. 

Died 17th Dec., aged 74. 

A. H. Jacobs, m.r.g.v.8., Upper Park Place, London. 
N.W. Lond : April, 1876, 

Died 17th Dec., aged 64. 


Arthur R. Littkljohn, Gerrard’s Cross, Bucks, and 
Local Government Board. Lond : July, 1902. 

Died 8th Dec. 

G. C. Lows, F.R.C.V.8., Thorburn So., London, S.E. 

Lond : May, 1892. Fellow 8th Dec., 1906. 
Died 9th Dec., aged 50. 


J. McPhail, m.r.c.v.8., City Chambers, Hull, Yorks. 

Edin : Dec., 1895. 

Died 20th Dec., aged 48. 


George Newsom, m.r.o.v.8., Wicklow, Ireland. 

Lond : March, 1873. 

Died Nov. 23rd. 


The news of the death of Mr. James McPhail, Chief 
Food Inspector and Veterinary Inspector of the Hull 
Corporation, and Food Inspector of Hull and Goole 
Port Sanitary Authority, at Bridlington on Saturday, 
20th, will be received with regret in Hull, and by many 
friends. Mr. McPhail has suffered latterly from heart 
weakness ; he was not, however, the sort of man to 
lie by, ana on Saturday evening had a seizure, which 
proved fatal. 

Mr. McPhail came to Hull the latter part of 1903 
from Edinburgh to take over the duties of Chief Meat 
Inspector, and at that time was 31 years of age. He 
had commenced his professional career as assistant 
meat inspector for Dundee, following which he spent 
four years as veterinary inspector for the Edinburgh 
Corporation. He came to Hull with many distinctions. 
He was a medallist in morbid anatomy, pathology, and 
histology, and demonstrator in anatomy, pathology, 
and bacteriology at the New Veterinary College at 
Edinburgh. 

By the death of Mr. McPhail, the city loses a most 
efficient and valuable official, and the public a very 
viligant and thoroughly trustworthy servant, whose 
value in looking after unsound food and the health of 
the people cannot be over-estimated. In the last 
annual report of the Hull Medical Officer of Health, 
details are given of the food inspection in 1918, which 
shows that, in addition to other Foods, a huge quantity 
of bacon had been withdrawn from sale by the Ministry 
of Food through his action. Bacteriological examina¬ 
tions were made by Mr. McPhail of 255 animals, and 
anthrax was found in two cases. The returns show 
that 538 carcases altogether were seized, including 
nearly 200 for tuberculosis, and 120 for decomposition. 

Mr. McPhail on several occasions gave lectures at 
ratepayers’ meetings, and he also has lectured at the 
Hull Sunday Association. He was held in high esteem 
in veterinary, health, and scientific and medical circles 
in the North of England and in Scotland.— Hull Times. 

Dr. Arthur Rirussett Littkljohn. 

A War Service Record. 

It is with regret that we have to record the death of 
Arthur Rieussett Litteljohn, m.r.c.8., l.r.c.p., m.r.c.v.8., 
d.p.h., Medical Officer in the Ministry of Health, which 
took place at a nursing home in London on the 8th De¬ 
cember at the early age of 38. He was a son of the late 
Dr. Saltern George Litteljohn and was educated at St. 
Paul’s School ana at the Royal Veterinary College and 
at St. Mary’s Hospital. He was for some time tutor in 
veterinary medicine at the Royal Veterinary College, 
and made a number of contributions to scientific journals 
on veterinary matters of special medical interest. He 
was the author of a well arranged and very useful hand¬ 
book on meat and its inspection. In 1911 when Dr. 
Litteljohn was appointed to the medical staff of the 
Local Government Board, he had already made a close 
study of the many important points at which veterinaiy 
and human medicine touch in their bearing on public 
health. He had added to these a sound knowledge mad 
practical experience of public health administration 
gained in the course of several municipal appointments 
which he had held, and with this somewhat rare and 
valuable equipment he speedily found scope in the food 
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department of the Local Government Board for the 
practical application of his knowledge and fine judgment. 
The war interrupted progress in the special work in 
which he was engaged, and the food department im¬ 
mediately became immersed in the task which it under¬ 
took for the War Office—of organising and controlling ar¬ 
rangements for securing that the Army’s food supplies 
were manufactured and prepared under proper sanitary 
conditions. 

With those of his colleagues to whom military service 
was denied, he threw himself with characteristic zeal 
into this work. Earlv in 1915 the Local Government 
Board was asked by the War Office to provide inspectors 
to undertake supervision of the preparation and packing 
of the vast quantities of food materials which were being 
manufactured for our armies in North and South 
America. Litteljohn was entrusted with this mission in 
the United States and Canada, and laboured without a 
break in his extremely arduous and responsible task 
from the spring of 1915 till the autumn of 1918 when he 
returned to England much impaired in health, but with 
the satisfaction of knowing that his work in America 
had contributed in no small degree to the welfare and 
efficiency of our troops in the field. His correspondence 
during this time shows how capable he was of dealing 
with a big problem in a big way. In spite of the great 
distances which he had to cover in the United States 
and Canada, his arrangements enabled him to maintain 
effective control in all the packing houses engaged on 
British contracts. The reputation which he had gained 
at home for sound knowledge of his subject, reliable 
judgment, and prompt and fair decision was quickly es¬ 


tablished amongst the American and Canadian packing 
firms. Many representatives of these firms have since 
testified their . respect and admiration for his gifts in 
this direction, and the helpful and stimulating spirit in 
which he invariably dealt with the many difficult prob¬ 
lems with which they were faced. It is no exaggeration 
to say that one of the chief factors which went towards 
securing the extraordinarily uniform and consistently 
good quality of the food supplied to our troops during 
this unprecedented war, was the high character of Littel- 
john’s work, and the respect which his courage and 
ability inspired in those with whom he had to deal. 

After a brief rest in England, during which his health 
seemed to improve somewhat, he undertook a mission of 
a similar kind for the War Office in Australia, where he 
remained for a few months. He had barely completed 
his work there when his health broke down, and ne re¬ 
turned to England in July last. Since then he gradually 
became worse, but his fortitude never deserted him 
throughout his long and painful illness. For his services 
and sacrifices during these strenuous years he was men¬ 
tioned in War Office despatches. 

“ A. R. ” Litteljohn was well known generally as a 
fine athlete and first-class cricketer. He played for 
Middlesex for a number of years, and he and his brother 
“ E. S. ”—also a medical man —have on many occasions 
done brilliant things for the county XI. 

His loss will be keenly felt by all his numerous friends, 
both in the Ministry of Health, where his ability and 
high character were fully recognised, and in the world 
of sport where he was so well known and loved. 
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Minimum Fees. 

Veterinary surgeons in the North of England are 
approaching this subjeot with commendable deliber¬ 
ation. Two important special meetings concerning 
it are on foot. One, under the auspices of the 
North of England Association, is advertised to take 
place at Newcastle-on-Tyne yesterday. The other, 
convened by the South Durham and North York¬ 
shire Association, to be held at Darlington next 
Friday. In each case the meeting is the outcome 
of a previous one by the convening Society, at 
which the subjeot was discussed, and its further 
consideration by a larger and more widely repre¬ 
sentative gathering decided upon. This shows that 
the members concerned recognise the magnitude of 
their undertaking, and are avoiding the dangers of 
deciding it hastily. 

It is easy to talk of the desirability of a scale of 
minimum fees for general practice. No veterinary 
ideal is likely to be more difficult to successfully put 
into practice, in many districts, at least. We can 
all appreciate the general nature of the difficulties 
to be met with; the problem is to find how far they 
apply to the given distrust or locality. Here local 
knowledge is essential; and here the looal societies 
oan render invaluable aid. The more of them take 
up the question the better, so long as they approach j 
its difficulties steadily. A hasty and imperfectly I 
considered decision at a single meeting might do 
infinite harm. 

Equine Strongylosis. 

At the last meeting of the South Durham and 
North Yorkshire Society, it is reported that Mr. 
Snaith exhibited an excellent specimen of a mesen¬ 
teric verminous aneurism, showing the strongylus 
armatm in position. It is not often that this lesion 
is shown at veterinary meetings in this country. 
Perhaps it would be seen more frequently if it were 
sought for more regularly ; for it is easily overlooked 
at an autopsy, and many practitioners do not usually 
search for it. Equine strongylosis has received a 
great deal of attention on the Continent; but not 
a few English clinicians are unaccountably disposed 
to disregard it. Yet it is undeniably a pathologioal 
factor, and may be a more frequent one in this 
island than some of us suppose. 


A NEW METHOD OF CASTRATION. 

By F. T. Harvey, p.b.c.v.s. 

In The Veterinai'y Becord for September 27th last 
there appeared a translation from the Spanish of a 
paper describing an operation for emasculating the 
horse by excision of the vas deferens, and in the 
issue of October 11th : the translated article iB re¬ 
ferred to under the above heading. 

In The Veterinarian for September, 1863 there 
is a description of a similar operation by Mr. John 
Bretherton, of Calcutta. 

“ The subject was a pony and a very vioious one. 
I commenced the operation by making a longitu¬ 
dinal incision about half-an-inch in length along the 
course of the cord as near to the abdominal parietes 
as possible, and then, by inserting the fore-finger 
of my right hand, I drew out the cord, divided the 
vas deferens, and removed about an inch of the 
duct. The pony has never shown any vioious 
symptoms since the operation, and is now working 
quietly every day. 

In commenting on the operation, Professor Var- 
nell remarked that he saw no advantage in it over 
other methods already in use, unless it lessened the 
liability to peritonitis, and he further stated that a 
few years earlier a surgeon who occasionally visited 
the College had urged him to perform it, while 
another medical man had advised obliteration of 
tbe spermatic artery by ligature. 

There seems to be some confusion in the mind of 
the Spanish author of this so-called new operation, 
as to its general effect, for he says.—" Experimental 
operations performed at different periods of life, have 
not yielded exactly the same results.” He further 
appears to regard the question of the removal of the 
nterstitial cells of the testiole as of small importance, 
whereas it seems in practice that it is the presence 
of the very cells (interstitial cells of Leydig) in the 
already sterile testiole of the “ rig ” which makes 
him such a nuisance and danger to mankind. It is 
also stated in the translation that castration causes 
a remarkable diminution in the power of resistance 
against both diseases and the fatigue occasioned by 
muscular labour, while Smith (1) describes the oae- 
trated animal as not being deficient either in stam¬ 
ina, strength, or capacity for work. It is probably 
a question of age, and the older tbe animal at the 
time of emasculation, the greater is the effect in 
reducing his stamina and capacity. Some investi¬ 
gators have stated that castration leads to hyper¬ 
trophy of the thymus, or at least arrest of the 
usual degenerative process. This idea presupposes 
a compensatory mechanism between the testes and 
the thymus in furnishing an internal seoretion, but 
according to Bayliss (2) there is no real evidenoe 
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in support of suoh a view. It is reasonable, how¬ 
ever, to suppose that compensatory action is 
developed somewhere in the oastrated horse in 
order to make up for the loss of the internal secre¬ 
tion of the testicle, but that it is in a very modified 
form. 

If the mere obliteration or blocking of the vas 
deferens is a sufficient castration of a horse when 
the testicles are in the scrotum, it certainly is not 
so when their position is abnormal, as in cryptor¬ 
chidism. All “rig” operators have noticed this. 
O’Connor (8) says “ Kemoving the epididymis only 
is not satisfactory, as the horse continues to “ rig ” 
afterwards.” He appears to think however, that 
destruction of the spermatic artery along with the 
vas deferens is effectual. 

This is, in effect, castration according to the 
Italian method (Burdizzo) Inglis (4). 

Why is it that an abdominal testicle though 
usually sterile continues to have such a marked 
effect on the temperament of the animal ? 

We see one set of cells (cells of the seminiferous 
tubes) becoming atrophied and useless in the ab¬ 
dominal testioles, and another set (interstitial cells) 
acquiring an exaggerated importance under similar 
conditions. 

In the normal animal the vas deferens is protec¬ 
ted from any change in its direction, or calibre; 
secretions find a ready exit, and function is main¬ 
tained. 

In the oryptorohid, the epididymis and vas de¬ 
ferens from the floating testicle may be the subjeot 
of pressure from the ever-ohanging volume of the 
intestinal contents, or stretching or torsion may be 
similarly induced. Intermittent obstruction to out¬ 
flow in time induces atrophy, and sterility follows. 
The ultimate result is the same as castration by 
obliteration or ligature of the vas deferens. The 
abdominal testicle becomes a mere endoorine organ. 

“ Ligature of the vas deferens causes atrophy of 
of the spermatogonia, and also in course of time, of 
the cells of Sertoli, leaving only the interstitial cells; 
and yet there is no arrest of the development of the 
sexual character.” 

It is possible that in the operations alluded to 
earlier in this paper the blood supply of the testicle 
was also interfered with, and that there was com¬ 
plete atrophy of the organs in consequence. The 
abdominal testicle is favourably situated as regards 
its blood and lymph supply, *and the interstitial 
oells enjoy an added importance in consequence, 
but to the detriment of the animal’s utility. 

The position of the operation of castration in the 
AnsBsthetios Bill (Animals) 1919 is somewhat anom¬ 
alous. Seeing that the testicle is the only organ 
possessing special spinal sensory nerves, and there¬ 
fore is highly sensitive, it is truly remarkable that 
any surgical bungler may tear, squeeze, crush or cut 
it any way he ohooses, and yet be within the law; 
while insensitive organs may not be manipulated, 
even by a careful and competent surgeon, exoept 
the animal be under an anesthetic at the time. 

The situation is Gilbertian—even if it is an expe¬ 
dient and neoessary one. It is the visoeral serous 
covering of the testicles which is the very sensitive 


part, while two other sensitive areas are passed 
through in reaohing the organ, viz., the skin, and 
the subserous layer of the parietal tunio. 

Thus at least three separate spinal sensory nerve 
segments are involved in the operation, and yet what 
brutal handling of the parts one may sometimes 
witness! 

“ The only serous membrane sensitive is the vis¬ 
ceral layer of the tunica vaginalis. In tapping a 
hydrocele one can scratch the parietal layer and 
elicit no sensation, but the slightest scratch on the 
visceral layer produces exquisite pain. Mackenzie 
( 6 ). 

“ None of the serous surfaces have sensory nerves 
proper, with the exception of the tunica vaginalis 
testis. As the testis descends into the inguinal 
canal it carries before it certain elements of the ab¬ 
dominal wall and takes with it twigs from the geni- 
to-crural nerve. Adami (7). 

These points are of interest in regard to the em¬ 
ployment of local anaesthetics for the operation of 
oastration. 
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NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

Southern Counties Division. 

An ordinary meeting of this Society was held at the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. Red Lion Square, 
on Thursday December 11th, when the President, Mr. 
G. H. Livesey, of Hove presided, and the followiqg also 
signed the attendance book Messrs. Jas. T. Angwin, 
Arundel; Gerald W. Bloxsome, Hove; E. Whitley 
Baker, Wimborne; Percival Carter, Worthing; H. A. 
MacCormack, London ; F. G. Samson, Mitcham ; S. H. 
Slocock, Hounslow ; and A. C. Wild, Woking; with 
Mai. F. J. Taylor and Mr. W. H. Brown visitors. 

On the proposition of Mr. MacCormack, seconded by 
Mr. Carter, the minutes of the previous meeting as pub¬ 
lished in The Veterinary Record were taken as read and 
confirmed. 

The Hon. Sec., Capt. Jas. T. Angwin reported that he 
had received a notice of a meeting of the British Com¬ 
mittee of the Anglo-Franco-Belgian Vety. Relief Fund 
with a statement as to the financial position at the time, 
but Mr. Samson said the fund had now been closed, and 
in these circumstances no further action was taken in 
the matter. 

The Hon. Sec. also submitted a reply he had received 
from the College respecting the hypothetical case of pro¬ 
fessional etiquette which was brought forward at the 
previous meeting. This reply stated that the Registra¬ 
tion Committee, as it was not an advisory body, could 
not make any statement on a hypothetical case. 

With reference to the resolution passed at the previous 
meeting urging the desirability of members of the vet¬ 
erinary profession being appointed on (.he Consultative 
Councils which were to be established under the Mini- 
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stry of Health, the Hon Sec. reported that he had re¬ 
ceived a post-card acknowledging its receipt by the 
Ministry, but nothing further. 

Another communication submitted by the Hon. Sec. 
under the heading of correspondence enclosed a copy of 
the regulations of the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent 
Fund, and stated that the Council was very desirous of 
bringing the activities of the Fund to the notice of the 
members of the profession and especially of enlisting 
the sympathies of the various veterinary associations. 
Any approved Society contributing £2 2s. per year had 
the right to nominate a member of the Council. 

Mr. Whitley Baker remarked that during the ab¬ 
sence of the Hon. Sec. on active service he himself was 
put on the Council, and he had in fact attended several 
of the meetings. He hoped they did not think he had 
presumed on his position in doing this, and he left it 
entirely to them to say whether they would now like 
the Hon. Sec. to represent them on the Council. They 
had always subscribed two guineas a year in addition to 
what the members had given privately. In most cases 
the subscribing Societies were represented by the Hon. 
Sec., and if Mr. Angwin would like to go, he would be 
only too pleased. 

Mr. Angwin remarked that in the printed papers he 
had before him the name of Mr. Whitley Baker ap¬ 
peared as attending, and he hoped he would continue to 
represent them. 

In reply to the President, Mr. Angwin made a pro¬ 
position to that effect, Mr. Carter seconded, and this was 
agreed to. 

Mr. MacCobmack suggested that in notifying this to 
the Secretary of the fund they should also draw atten¬ 
tion to the fact that the Southern Counties had been 
subscribing £2 2s. a year for many years past. 

The President : The Secretary to the fund to be 
notified that we have been regular subscribers of £2 2s. 
per annum, and that the nomination of Mr. Whitley 
Baker as representing this Society was confirmed at our 
meeting to-day. 

On the proposition of Mr. Samson seconded by Mr. 
MacCormack a letter inviting the Society to send dele¬ 
gates to the 31st Congress of the Royal Sanitary Insti¬ 
tute at Birmingham next July was ordered to be placed 
on the agenda for consideration at the next meeting. 

The Hon. Sec. reported that he had also received let¬ 
ters or post-cards of regret at inability to attend from 
Mr. F. W. Garnett, Capt. H. Leeney, Messrs. Hobday, 
P. J. Simpson, W. Coveney, W. F. Maynard, Walter 
Burt, J. F. D. Tutt, G. Parr, M. E. White, G. P. Male, 
J. W. McIntosh and Charles Roberts. 

New Members. Three new members had been pro¬ 
posed at the previous meeting, but the Hon. Sec. said he 
was sorry to say one of these, Major Baxter would never 
be a member—he had recently died. 

Mr. E. Whitley Baker remarked that although 
Major Baxter was not actually a member of their Society 
inasmuch as his election was down for confirmation that 
afternoon, he was sure they all regretted his death and 
that it would be their wish that a letter of condolence 
and sympathy be sent to the relatives. He would like 
to make a proposition to that effect. Mr. MacCormack 
seconded and this was silently agreed to. 

The Hon. Sec. said he saw that Mr. Walter Burt was 
coming up for election as a member of the Council again 
next year and he thought they would all like to see him 
representing them once more on that body. The actual 
election was not till next June, but he thought it well 
to mention the fact that day. 

The President : Certainly, and perhapB you will see 
that it is brought before us again at our next meeting. 

The President next moved that the election of Mr. 
G. P. Male of Reading and Mr. J. W. McIntosh of Lon¬ 
don, who had been nominated at the last meeting, be 


confirmed. Mr. Whitley Baker seconded this and it was 
agreed to nem. con. 

The President had also much pleasure in nominating 
Msyor F. W. Taylor as a member of their Society. 
Most of them would remember him as a former Presi¬ 
dent of the Midland Counties Association, and he hoped 
they might frequently have the pleasure of his presence 
at their meetings, and that he would be the means of 
infusing a little fresh enthusiasm into their proceedings. 
Mr. Angwin seconded. 

In pursuance of notice, the President nominated Mr. 
F. W. Garnett, C.B.E. m.r.c.v.8., of Windermere, as an 
Honorary Associate under rule 22. He was very sorry 
indeed that Mr. Garnett was unable to be present that 
afternoon, because he was a member of the profession 
who deserved well at their hands, and whom tney ought 
to go out of their way to honour now that he had retired 
from the Presidential chair of their College. Mr. Gar¬ 
nett, as they knew, lived at Windermere, and his accep¬ 
tance of the office of President of the College had meant 
the disadvantage of long journeys to London on innu¬ 
merable occasions. And his presidency had not been 
confined to one year only, but it had run through five— 
a record which had only been exceeded by the first 
President of their College, Mr. Thomas Turner, and by 
by the late Dr. Fleming. Not only had Mr. Garnett 
been put to a very great personal expense in carrying 
out the duties of the office, but he had thrown himself 
heart and soul into the work, and had done well for them. 
In the past their profession had been very generous 
in recognising the worth of foreigners, but very slow in 
recognising the worth of men at home. If they would 
look at the Register of the R.C.V.S. they would see a 
fairly long list of 45 honorary and foreign associates, but 
among them he could find the name of one veterinary 
surgeon in Britain, and he was sorry to say many of the 
foreigners were Huns. He felt that their society at 
least should take the lead in adding, if possible, further 
honour to Mr. Garnett. To elect a man a honorary 
associate is the highest honour within their power as a 
society to confer, and he asked them to grant it to Mr. 
Garnett. If he might give them a few particulars of 
Mr. Garnett’s work he might remind them that previous 
to 1914 when he was first elected President of the College, 
he was Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee. He 
it was who resuscitated the proposal to provide an in¬ 
come for the R.C.V.S. by means of an Annual Fee, 
which resulted in the production of the Veterinary 
Surgeons Act (Amendment) Bill in 1909. This Bill has 
been presented over and over again in Parliament, but 
no progress has yet been made. 

As Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee he was 
the prime mover in obtaining the insertion of a definition 
of “ Veterinary Surgeon ” in several Parliamentary Bills, 
both public and private, all such Bills (when the inter¬ 
ests of the profession are affected) being brought before 
the Committee. From 1910 the Committee worked to 
obtain exemption for Veterinary Surgeons from the 
higher motor and petrol taxes, but did not succeed until 
1915. The Committee obtained substantial amend¬ 
ments to the Milk and Dairies Bills before they passed, 
so as to provide that the inspection of cattle should 
always be carried out by a Veterinary Surgeon. Mr. 
Garnett, as Chairman of the Committee, gave evidence 
before the Departmental Committee on the Public Vet¬ 
erinary Services in 1912, and he served on the Committee 
appointed later to draw up the petition for the Charter 
ot 1914 and the regulations for the D.V.S.M. He was 
elected President m 1914. During the previous two 
years he had been Treasurer of the British Committee 
for the Tenth International Veterinary Congress, which 
entailed a tremendous amount of hard work. The out¬ 
break of war Btopped the Congress, but greatly added 
to the work to be done by the President. 
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A new Committee of the Council was appointed—the 
War Emergency Committee—of which he was Chairman, 
and this Committee was kept busy for the first four 
years of his Presidency iu dealing with such matters as 
the exemption of veterinary student* from military ser¬ 
vice to enable them to complete their course of training, 
the holding of special examinations, and the recruiting 
of officers for the R. A. V.C. He was directly instrumen¬ 
tal in obtaining much better terms of pay and promotion 
for veterinary officers, and improving the status of vet¬ 
erinary officers in the Territorial Force. This work 
involved the President in frequent visits to London. 
Indeed he was compelled to stay in town for weeks at a 
time. When the Veterinary Tribunal was established 
Mr. Garnett was nominated by the President of the 
Local Government Board to be its Chairman. He had 
previously received the honour of the p.B.E. 

Mr. Garnett was sent out in the spring of 1919 by the 
Ministry of Reconstruction as a Member of the Civil 
Advisory Board in France, and was stationed at Lille, 
his duties being to advise officers and men of like edu¬ 
cational standing who desired to enter the Profession. 
He was afterwards appointed by the Ministry of Labour 
as a member of the Grants Committee which carries out 
the government scheme for maintenance and training 
grants to ex-service candidates to enable them to qualify 
for admission to the profession. 

He thought they would agree with him that services 
such as these deserved rscognition at the hands of the 
profession. They had already been recognised by the 
Government to a small extent by giving him a C.B.E., 
and he asked them to receive the proposition he was 
making that day with the full confidence that they would 
back him up and carry it by a unanimous vote (applause). 

Mr. Sampson had very much pleasure in seconding. 
They one and all knew the immense services, time and 
money, which Mr. Garnett had devoted to their pro¬ 
fession, and he heartily endorsed all the President bad 
said, and had much pleasure in seconding the nomina¬ 
tion. 

Mr. Whitley Baker was equally in favour of the 
proposition, and inasmuch as he presumed a notification 
of their decision would be officially communicated to 
Mr. Garnett, he suggested that the notification should 
be accompanied by an assurance from the Society that 
they really did appreciate all he had done for the pro¬ 
fession of which they were members (hear, hear.) The 
resolution was carried with applause. 

London and the last Thursday in March were decided 
as the place and date of the next meeting which will be 
the Annual Meeting for the election of officers, etc. 

The President brought forward the question of the 
revision of the rules. The present rules he said were 
drawn up in March 1904 the Society having been inaug¬ 
urated in 1881, and naturally some of them want re¬ 
vising. One thing they wanted to do if possible was to 
put a little more vitality into the Societv, and make it 
of more definite value to the profession than it is. He 
suggested that they appoint a small sub-committee to go 
through the rules ana report as to any necessary altera¬ 
tions at the next meeting. 

Mr. MacCormack proposed that the President, Hon. 
Treasurer, and Hon. Sec. should put their heads together 
and give them their advice at the next meeting. Mr. 
Samson seconded this. 

The President, the only difficulty is that we all 
happen to live at the three corners of a large triangle. 

Mr. Whitley Baker remarked that if he lived nearer 
the President he would be only too pleased to help, but 
they wanted a workable sub-committee, and he sugges¬ 
ted that they should leave it to the President to get two 
other members who lived near him to assist him. 

The President : Put Mr. MacCormack on it. He has 
an extraordinary experience of other Societies. Mr. 


MacCormack, thank you Mr. President, but I must 
decline (laughter). 

Mr. Angwin proposed that the President, Mr. Blox- 
some and Mr. Carter should be deputed to consider the 
matter. They lived fairly close to one another. 

Mr. Whitley Baker had much pleasure in seconding 
this, and Mr. MacCormack having withdrawn his first 
proposition, it was agreed to. 

Mr. Carter raised the question of the payment of 
back subscriptions, and suggested that if any members 
intending resigning they should pay up their arrears 
first. He mentioned this because he had heard there 
was a likelihood of one or two resigning who in fact 
were in arrear. 

Mr. Angwin said there were unfortunately certain 
gentlemen who had been elected members of the Society 
and who had never attended a meeting or paid a sub¬ 
scription. They had the opportunity of drawing back 
when they were elected, but they did not do so. On 
the contrary they tacitly accepted the honour, and per¬ 
sonally he thought it was very bad form if they did not 
support the Society—at any rate to the extent of paying 
their subscriptions, even if they could not attend the 
meetings. He had beard of one case in which a gentle¬ 
man who was elected in 1913 had never attended a 
meeting and who had never paid a subscription although 
he had not been out of the country. 

The President took it that they wanted some rule 
drawn up dealing with these back subscriptions. 

Mr. Whitley Baker remarked that the suggestion 
he was going to make might seem a somewhat drastic 
and unpleasant one, but he did not think it was more 
so than the circumstances required. It was that all 
those in arrear should be written to, as they invariably 
were already, and that if they did not reply their names 
should be removed from the membership list and a 
notification entered on the minutes. This might seem 
an unpleasant thing to do, but he thought that a man 
who could be appealed to time after time, and ignored 
his obligations and liabilities, had no excuse to make if 
his delinquencies were reported. There was also another 
point he would like to make. He was very much afraid 
from his own experience that some of the gentlemen 
whose names had been submitted for membership had 
been proposed without their conseut having been first 
obtained ; and he would like to see some provision made 
| in the new rules guarding against this. 

The President quite agreed. Anyone who proposed 
| another member of the profession for membership ought 
to first get the consent of that gentleman to accept the 
position. He was afraid the root trouble was really lack 
of enthusiasm. Some of them might answer tnat if 
there was lack of enthusiasm the Society was not ful¬ 
filling its proper purpose, and that it could not be all the 
fault of the members, it must to some extent also be the 
fault of the Society. He did not know what could be 
done but he would like to see a little more push and go 
infused into the Society. 

Mr. Carter pointed out that there was a social side 
to the Society’s usefulness. 

The President replied that the difficulty was to get 
the members to see it. After all, a Society was what 
the members themselves made of it. 

Mr. Slocock suggested that the new rule on this 
matter should be made permissive that the names might 
be read out. 

Mr. MacCormack agreed to the names of defaulters 
being read out, but he was against their names being 
published. 

The President : They should not be published except 
[ in our own minutes in any case. 

Mr. Angwin brought forward the question of selecting 
a new Hon. Sec. He took on the office he said at the 
| special wish of their President and one or two members, 
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and be had done the best he could, but he found it waa 
very difficult to continue in the office. He was perfectly 
prepared to do his best as he had always done, but he 
nad reason to believe that Mr. Carter, of Worthing, 
might be persuaded to accept the post. He had much 
more time (dissent from Mr. Carter) and would, he was 
sure, make a much better secretary. If they would take 
a proposition that Mr. Carter be appointed Hon. Sec. 
he would be only too pleased to throw off the mantle 
which had hung on his shoulders for so long. 

Mr. MacCormack, you cannot make a change in the 
middle of the year (laughter). 

Mr. Angwin : We are nearly at the end now. 

The President : I am afraid I must rule that out of 
order Mr. Angwin. It is a business that is not on the 
agenda, and must come up in due course at the next 
annual meeting. 

Mr. Angwin : Very well I have given you warning 
(laughter). 

“Some Impressions gained in the RoyalArmy Vet¬ 
erinary Corps during the Years 1914—1919.” By 

Captain Gerald W. Bloxsome. 

Mr. President and gentleman, no paper being forth¬ 
coming for this meeting, all the members apparently 
being affected with the strike fever, our President, as a 
last hope, asked me if I could not say something with 
regard to my experiences in the R.A. V.C. Well gentle¬ 
men, 1 could say a great deal, but I fear the language 
necessary to do the subject justice would be hardly Par¬ 
liamentary. I have however jotted down a few impres¬ 
sions. I do not pretend that there is anything scientific 
in them. Possibly they may be interesting, and if I do 
tread on anybody’s corns I hope they will forgive me, 
and take it out in discussion. 

There is an old saying that with a physic ball, mag. 
sulph., white lotion and a bottle of embrocation you can 
start and carry on a veterinary practice, and there is a 
lot of truth in it. Almost my first impression was the 
really wonderful results that can be attained with the 
barest minimum of drugs and appliances. When one 
contrasts the well filled shelves of the average pharmacy 
and the officers chest of the R.A.V.C. the question is 
forced on us—are all these things necessary 1 Of course, 
civilian practice and military practice are two very 
different things The civilian depends on his practice 
for his bread and butter. He also has to study his 
clients, and the sale of medicines appeals enormously to 
the ledger. The majority of the public will have 
medicines, and if they are not supplied by the veterinary 
practitioner they will be by the medicine vendor. The 
military practitioner, on the other hand, has none of 
these points to consider. Whether he cures or kills, his 
ledger shows the same returns. He has no clients other 
than his superior officer to consider, and the sale of 
medicines does not appeal to him. But he has always 
in front of him and haunting him from daylight to dark, 
“ Returns.” Returns of every possible thing from horses 
and mules down to horse shoe nails and candidates for 
Holy Orders. Nothing must interfere with their prompt 
delivery at the proper office. Roads may be impassable, 
despatch riders may be killed, your stationery lost, the 
Boche may be on you, or you may be on trek yourself, 
but your return must be there. Inaccuracies do and 
must occur on such occasions, but that is immaterial as 
long as the return is to hand promptly. 

As an example of good results with the minimum of 
drugs, bomb and shell wounds occur to me. Around 
Ypres we used to get from eighty to a hundred cases 
per day in the mobile section, evacuating to the base 
hospitals was difficult, trains being few ana far between, 
and the only way was by road—a two days trek for 
anything that could ponsibly walk, so that we frequently 
had from 250 to 300 m the lines and possibly only eight 


or ten men available. All that we could do was to 
remove any piece of shell within reach and syringe or 
sponge with a solution of creosol. and if granulations 
were too free, rubbing with the end of a chloral hydrate 
ball. Yet the results were marvellous, and rarely was 
there any septic condition ; and what often looked like 
hopeless cases at first were in a week or two well on the 
road to recovery. The majority of cases of sprained 
tendon and ligaments responded to hot and cola water, 
and the hay bag. Cases of influenza and strangles did 
well in the open with steaming with the hay bag and 
nothing in the shape of medicines. Cases of picked up 
nail, which were very common, provided the discovery 
of tne nail was not delayed too long and the puncture 
well opened up, did well with poulticing and soaking 
the foot in a hot solution of creosol* and water. The 
uses of creosol were endless. Besides being an excellent 
antiseptic, diluted with two parts of water it makes a 
very good stimulating liniment, and it is excellent as a 
blister with the great advantage that there is no irrita¬ 
tion. I have never known a horse or mule take any 
notice of it. It should be rubbed in neat, after clipping 
the hair, for from three to five minutes. Three minutes 
will be found quite sufficient for the shoulder or stifle, 
but joints such as the coronet or fetlock will stand five 
minutes. We used to get a lot of cases of shoulder 
lameness, especially mules, and in the latter also stifle 
lameness, but a few days of hot and cold water treat¬ 
ment, and in the most obstinate cases blistering with 
creosol, worked wonders. 

The way I found out the blistering properties of 
creosol was quite an accident. I had a very stupid 
farrier sergeant, and I gave him some creosol to use for 
making a wash out. About two days afterwards he 
mentionedthatthe horse had been very itchy, and onlook- 
ing at it, to my surprise there was a tremendous blister 
but no irritation at all. I asked him what he had done 
and he said “ Oh I used that ’ere stuff you gave me in a 
bottle.” “ But didn’t you dilute it at all f ” I asked, and he 
replied, “ No, I just rubbed it in as it was ! ” 

Another point that struck me very much was the 
wonderful powers of endurance to exposure that are 
latent in the horse and mule. Of course, in their 
natural state they will stand almost any winter running 
out, but that is an entirely different thing to being tied 
in one position and more or less unable to move. The 
animal that is loose can adapt himself, he can put his 
stern to the wind, he can find sheltered positions, and 
he can move about. Not so the animal in the lines. 
There be is and there he has to stay, and it is almost 
human to hear mules in the lines crying in the most 
laintive manner when they think they are getting a 
it too bad. Provided the condition is good at the 
commencement of winter, the iourneys not too long, 
and a full forage ration available, most animals hold 
their own well, even in open lines with no shelter. 
The two things that tell worst are cold winds and mud. 
The former can to a certain extent be got over by choice 
of position, although this frequently was not possible, 
owing to military exigencies requiring large numbers of 
animals in one locality, where they were naturally 
exposed both to the weather, and to bomb and shell 
fire. Wind screens were a great help, and even walls of 
mud built up some four or five feet were a great pro¬ 
tection both from winds and also from injury from 
exploding bombs and shells. Mud was a bad enemy to 
beat. Of course an overhead shelter protected the 
standing to a great extent, and permanent camps always 
had them, but when this was not possible in advanced 
areas much could be done by laying down hard stand¬ 
ings composed of bricks from ruined houses, or a 
foundation of fascines with a top layer of shale. Bedding 
of course was never thought of until the later stages 
when we were advancing and got into former Boche 
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territory and found well stocked barns. Then we did 
bed witn straw or hay, but any animal will rest well on 
bare brick. Long standing in mud will in time kill any 
animal. When it gets really deep they never lie down, 
and when from exhaustion they finally go down, they 
never get up: you can shoot them at once. Naturally 
the worst mud occurs in the winter, and it is then 
usually in a half frozen condition which makes matters 
still worse. I have had artillery horses standing in mud 
up to their knees and hocks on the Ancre, and the 
mortality was awful. The waste too in forage was 
appalling. Nosebags would get off and be lost, haynets 
torn off the line suffered the same fate ; and of course 
anything fed “off the ground” was almost entirely 
wasted. 

Another factor that militated very adversely was the 
practice of sending remounts from the Depots to units 
m the line in the winter freshly clippea out. These 
animals came from comfortable quarters, in the depth 
of winter, often only clipped out a day or two before, 
with no rugs : on detraining they were put on the lines 
I have described probably without rugs, and in two or 
three weeks time they would be passing back to the 
Mobile Section for evacuation as cases of Debility. 

Incidentally, an interesting point as to which animals 
and particular breeds roughed it the best was fairly 
well cleared up. Without any hesitation I should say 
the mule was an easy first, both as regards ability to 
stand the worst climatic conditions and to perform a 
maximum of work on a minimum of food. Next in 
order come the “ stuffy cob.” This type was marvellous. 
No day seemed too long for them, and as a rule they kept 
their flesh wonderfully. The heavy cart horse of the 
Shire type was not a good campaigner. He did all 
right when under cover, and on a full forage ration, and 
not too long journeys over bad. or apologies for roads. 
The blood horse stood exposure badly, and usually went 
all to pieces. His heart was good, but the flesh was 
quite unable to carry out the wish of the spirit. 

I will now turn for a moment to skin troubles. In 
the history of all great wars skin troubles loom large : 
it Beems to be the natural outcome of a large number of 
animals collected in small areas ; and the war of 1914- 
15 was no exception. I think perhaps mange was worse 
in England than overseas. Statistics may prove the 
contrary, but you cannot altogsther depend on these. 
Hundreds and hundreds of cases in France and Belgium 
went down to the hospitals from the lines with the red 
label of mange on them which were not mange at all ; 
the reason being that a unit could not afford to take the 
risk of keeping a doubtful case. Most armies required 
the veterinary officer in charge of a unit to state defi¬ 
nitely whether a suspicious case was mange or not, and 
the only safe course left to the veterinary officer was to 
say mange, and send the animal in to the mobile section, 
where he was usually put on the mange line and in due 
course evacuated to the skin hospital, when no question 
was ever raised. In many cases 1 used to take scrapings 
when I had time and opportunity, and a few were re¬ 
turned to units if no clinical symptoms were apparent 
and the microscopical examination negative. Forage 
acari caused many cases simulating mange. Loss of 
hair was enormous, great patches being laid bare ; as a 
rule there was not much irritation, bnt you could pull 
the hair out by the finger full. As a general rule the 
mule was not quite so susceptible to skm trouble as the 
horse, but when he did beome affected he made no half 
measures about it. The French took very little notice 
of mange, merely keeping affected animals together and 
working them. In many centres a short way back from 
the line Corps dips were built and all animals in that 
particular Corps went through. The dip was Liq. Cal- 
cisj and in fine weather it worked very well, each dip 
doing about 3,000 animals a week, but m wet weather I 


think it did more harm than good. Although each ani¬ 
mal was supposed to have its feet picked out and legs 
and feet wasned before entering, it was impossible to do 
it thoroughly in the time, and the bath got very dirty 
and even caused irritation in healthy skins. Ringworm 
was also very common, but Liq. Calcis was a specific 
cure, and these cases were always treated in the lines. 

A very serious skin disease which had its origin as far 
as 1 know in the late war was necrotic dermatitis, and 
its sister, ulcerative cellulitic Both were the immediate 
outcome of long continued standing in semi-liquid half 
frozen mud. This caused a localised necrosis and af¬ 
forded ingress to the organism, which undoubtedly was 
contained in the mud. The results were appalling. In 
necrotic dermatitis the seat was usually between the 
coronet and the fetlock and in an incredibly short time 
—after a few days only, a large slough as big as the 
palm of one’s hand would occur, laying bare the subcu¬ 
taneous vessels better than any dissection could possibly 
do. In ulcerative cellulitis the seat was above the fet¬ 
lock, and characterised by the formation of ulcerative 
nodules about the size of a walnut. These would either 
burst or be opened and their contents discharged, but 
were very slow in healing. Both affections were really 
varieties of the same disease and due to the same cause, 
and hardly ever caused lameness except in the few very 
severe cases where the slough penetrated the .synovial 
capsule of a joint. At first we used to treat the milder 
cases, and if taken in hand at once a recovery was often 
effected ; but latterly when they became so numerous 
this was impossible, and they were all sent to the base 
hospital except the very bad ones, which were shot 
How long the organism remains active in the mud is 
doubtful, but when “ resting ” near Fierbut I had several 
cases of a mild type in horses belonging to a French 
farmer. These were running in some low lying pastures 
on the bank of the Somme where a lot of army horses 
had been Quartered the winter before. 

One of the worst diseases we had to contend with, and 
one that was responsible for an enormous wastage, was 
ophthalmia. It was called ophthalmia for want of a 
better name, but it was of a different nature to the cases 
we are accustomed to in civilian practice. It usually 
began with the eye more or less closed, and copious 
weeping. To combat this he was segregated and put, if 
possible, in the shade or some sheltered place, and a 
piece of linen soaked in a solution of boracic acid and 
zinci sulph. put in position to cover the eye. When rhis 
condition began to mend, after 10 or 12 days, the con¬ 
junctiva was found to be opaque and the horse blind. 

The treatment I found most successful with was insuf¬ 
flating the conjunctiva with powdered sugar. This was 
always of the white granulated kind, and after pulver¬ 
ising in a mortar, a tube was made of a bit of paper 
rolled round a pencil, a little sugar placed in it, the eye¬ 
lid opened and the contents blown in. In the majority 
of cases this cleared up the opacity and sight returned, 
but as a rule only for a short time. It would recur two 
or three times at varying intervals, and the final result 
was blindness in one or both eyes—generally both. I 
believe they worked hard at the base hospitals to dis¬ 
cover the cause, and some appropriate treatment, but 
nothing came of it except some sheets of highly technical 
literature and varying methods of treatment that could 
not possibly be carried out by the veterinary officer in 
charge of units. 

In conclusion, I think we may be very proud of the 
work done by the R.A.V.C. during the late war. Was¬ 
tage was necessarily high, but not so high as was expec¬ 
ted, and this was largely due to the* work done by the 
veterinary officer in charge of units and his veterinary 
sergeants. The latter were excellent In carrying out 
the instructions of the veterinary officer and dressing 
cases they frequently had a long round daily over areas 
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that were constantly being shelled and bombed, and I 
have yet to hear of a single man who ever shirked his 
work. They would collect the cases on to the sick lines 
ready to be seen, go up to the advanced posts and bring 
in those requiring attention, and were altogether invalu¬ 
able. Occasionally, as was also the case in the R. A.M.C., 
arrangements broke down owing no doubt to military 
exigencies, but the units sooner or later got their cases 
to the mobile section, and the latter in turn got them by 
road or rail to the base hospitals. In goiug by road the 
method adopted was to put about twenty animals on a 
long rope one each side alternately, two good walkers 
would be placed in front, and two of;the lamest behind : 
this kept the rope taut. One mounted man at each end 
and one in the middle were sufficient for leading pur¬ 
poses. From four to six such strings would be sent at 
once under the charge of a N.C.O. and always got there. 
The only drawback was that you could not halt. You 
always had to keep on moving, and where the trek was 
a long one staying camps were placed at convenient in¬ 
tervals! on the route. Latterly Corps evacuating stations 
were tried, to which mobile sections sent their animals, 
in the same manner as Field Ambulances sent their 
patients to clearing stations ; but this method involved 
a large amount of man power and more officers. It also 
delayed the arrival of cases at the base hospitals for 
some days, and it was not altogether a success. One 
could not help wishing for more uniformity and contin¬ 
uity. Each Corps had its particular method, and each 
was more or less in rivalry with the other, and on going 
into a fresh Corps area it was necessary to find out its 
mode of procedure or trouble was the result. Well 
gentlemen, I think I have kept you long enough. It was 
a great life ; and for those who came through, young or 
old, the experiences gained can only have beneficial re¬ 
sults on our lives—private or professional. (Applause). 


NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

Royal Counties Division. 


A general meeting was held at 10 Red Lion Square 
on Friday November 28th. The chair was taken bv the 
President (Mr. G. P. Male) and there were present Capt. 
W. W. Jiirgensen, Prof. H. Wooldridge, Prof. Bray ley 
Reynolds, and Messrs. P. J. Simpson, G. Upton, J. B. 
Buxton, H. MacCormack, J. H. McIntosh, A. E. Wil¬ 
lett, W. A. Hancock, W. H. Anderson, and E. Brown, 
with the Hon. Sec., Mr. J. C. Coleman, and the Hon. 
Treas., Mr. J. Willett. 

On the proposition of Mr. MacCormack, seconded by 
the hon. sec., the minutes were taken as read. 

Apologies for absence were read from Messrs. King, 
Abingdon: Maj. Meredith, Maynard, Romsey : T. B. 
Goodall, F. H. Cundall, F. Willett and S. H. Slocock. 
Mr. Goodall wrote : “ Many thanks for your notification, 
but the state of my health is now so very unsatisfactory 
that I am afraid that I shall never again have the 
pleasure of attending a meeting of the R.C.V.M.A., 
though one dreads getting out of touch with so many 
happy memories ana associations. I feel it scarcely fair 
that you should be troubled with correspondence on my 
account. I have be^n confined to my room for months. 

The Chairman said it would be the wish of all that 
they should reply to the letter and say how much they 
regretted his inability to be present at their meetings 
and also pointing out how helpful he had been on many 
occasions, his invariable willingness to lend his support 
to the Association, and his keen sympathy with them. 
He was already one of the very few honorary associates 
of the Association and he would of course continue to 
be so. 


The Chaibman nominated Capt. Jiirgensen for mem¬ 
bership of the Association. Capt. Jiirgensen had been 
with them on several occasions, they had all enjoyed 
his company very much and they hoped they would con¬ 
tinue to meet him. 

Mr. Simpson seconded the nomination which was 
carried. 

Messrs. T. W. Lloyd. Aldershot; B. A. McGuire, 
Bicester ; and W. P. Lott, Basingstoke were then unani¬ 
mously elected on the proposition of the Chairman, 
seconded by Mr. J. C. Coleman. 

Election op Officers. 

In accordance with the usual practice of electing the 
senior Vice-President as President, Mr. W. T. D. Broad, 
was proposed by the Chairman and seconded by the 
Hon. Sec. for the office. He had taken a great interest 
in the Association, said Mr. Male, and had always atten¬ 
ded whenever possible. In the event of his being un¬ 
able to accept the position Mr. Parker of Farringdon, 
was selected in reserve. 

Vice-Presidents were elected as follows Messrs. G. 
P. Male, Parker, Verney, and J. H. McIntosh, the addi¬ 
tion of the latter name being moved by Mr. Willett and 
seconded by Mr. Upton. 

Hon. Ariditm'. Mr. Verney was re-elected 

Hon. Secretary. Mr. Willett proposed and Mr. Cole¬ 
man seconded that Mr. Simpson should take over the 
secretaryship, and this was unanimously agreed to. 

Mr. Simpson said he would much sooner have seen 
some younger blood come forward to take up the position 
which he had previously occupied for seven years, but 
he would try his best for a year if no one else would 
come forward. 

Hon. Treasurer. On the motion of Mr. Willett, 
seconded by Mr. Buxton, Mr. Male was unanimously 
elected hon. treasurer, both Mr. Willett and Mr. Cole¬ 
man, the retiring secretary and treasurer, having consen¬ 
ted to take office only for a year. 

After a short discussion, Reading was fixed as the 
venue for the next meeting, as being the most convenient 
centre for the majority of members. The meeting 
would take place on the last Friday in January (the 
30th). 

Repobt on Newcastle Conference. 

Mr. G. P. Male. 

I do not intend to weary you with a detailed account 
of the proceedings at the Newcastle conference of the 
Royal Sanitary Institute, as you must already have read 
in the Journals the Papers contributed there, the dis¬ 
cussions that ensued and also some very admirable 
resumes from various delegates. As your delegate, how¬ 
ever, you will expect me to present to you some aspects 
of the meeting which have not been previously reported 
upon. 

In the first place I should like to express my appre¬ 
ciation of the excellent arrangements made by the 
Newcastle authorities for the reception and entertain¬ 
ment of the delegates. Every day there were excursions 
up the river and to various places of interest: there 
were Receptions and Garden Parties given by the Mayor 
of Newcastle and others, and a Dinner presided over by 
the Duke of Northumberland who took a great interest 
in the proceedings. My time being limited I was not 
able to avail myself of the opportunities provided, much 
to my regret. 

The meetings were ably presided over by Mr. Malcolm 
in his usual business-like and courteous style. He gave 
a very interesting account of his work in freeing tuber¬ 
culous herds around Birmingham, and pointed out the 
danger of allowing even recently infected animals to 
remain in a herd. He was quite convinced from long 
observation that they were frequently a source of infec¬ 
tion. 
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Sir S. Stockman sent a veiy interesting paper on 
Rabies which was very ably criticised by Prof. Gaiger, 
who urged the necessity of providing a large area for 
muzzling operations, owing to the wanderings of rabid 
dogs. He thought that if the veterinary side of the 
Board of Agriculture framed the rules and regulations 
relating to animal diseases there would be more chance 
of eradicating them. 

Prof. Gofton’s paper on mange was well thought out, 
and included some original observations on the incidence 
of the disease. He exhibited a chart which showed 


good papers, good discussion, and good company, it was 
a most enjoyable conference. 

I trust that we as an Association, if we have the funds, 
will always send a delegate. The more delegates that 
are sent, and the higher the tone of the papers, the more 
consideration we shall receive; and if delegates attended 
other sections and took part in the discuseions, which 
in many cases they would be quite able to do, the veter¬ 
inary profession would have no cause to complain that 
their section of the conference is treated in any way 
inferior to those of other branches. As the conference 


very clearly that the number of cases greatly increased 
during the Autumn and Winter, and decreased in the 
Spring and Summer. 

Messrs. Lloyd’s and Priestly’s paper related to the 
disposal of offal, and was chiefly of interest to Municipal 
Authorities. Being a record of their own work at 
Sheffield, it was most helpful to other towns. 

Mr. Hugh Begg’s paper contained much food for care¬ 
ful consideration and thought. Unfortunately he was 
not able to be there to read it, and coming late in the 
day it did not receive the attention it merited. 

The same remarks apply to that very excellent paper 
of Dr. Share-Jones, and it was unfortunate that so many 
papers were arranged for one day, the result being that 
only the first two or three were properly discussed, and 
there was no time to consider and pass resolutions in 
time to place them before the whole conference. 

Mr. Hugh Begg showed in how many ways the County 
Inspector could be of service to the community in Public 
Health matters, and also how his own work could be 


brought into line with that of the part-time inspectors. 
The County Iuspector would act in a very similar manner 
to the Medical Officer of Health, and would relieve the 
practitioner of some of his disagreeable duties under the 
Diseases of Animals Acts and Orders ; at the same time 
not interfering with his duties as inspector. Personally 
I have been very doubtful on this point, as the part- 
time experienced inspector, knowing the local conditions 
and having the confidence of the public, would be more 
useful than a young inexperienced man dumped on the 
community, for it would be impossible to obtain suffic¬ 
ient men of standing to occupy these positions at the 
salaries offered. It appeared to be a workable system 
provided the right man was at the head, i.e. t one who 
had sufficient knowledge and tact to work with the part- 
time inspectors, who in my opinion it would be very 
bad policy to supersede. 

Dr. Share-Jones showed that the United Kingdom was 
very much behind nearly all civilized countries in its 
number of veterinary surgeons per head of the popula¬ 
tion. Whereas in Denmark the output is 1 in 133,000 of 
the inhabitants, in Germany 1 in 210,000, France 1 in 
300,000, in the United Kingdom it is only 1 in 500,000. 
"Veterinary surgeons in other countries were required very 
largely for Public Health work. In Germany for ex¬ 
ample, 1180 were engaged in meat inspection. The 
U.S.A. some years ago employed 775, and other countries 
in proportion. He went on to show by other interesting 
facts and figures that other countries are doing far more 
than we to encourage and finance veterinary science. 

It is a pity that tnis paper was not read before the 
whole conference and that it was not reproduced in the 
public press, as the convincing arguments could not have 
failed to impress the public that to starve the veterinary 
profession is neither good for them, for agriculture, nor 
for the country generally. 

A resolution was proposed and seconded by represen¬ 
tatives from two City Corporations to the effect that 
private slaughterhouses should be abolished, and that 
veterinary surgeons should be appointed to carry out 
meat inspections. Coming from tnis source I trust it 
will carry due weight with the Authorities. What with 


of Veterinary Inspectors took place on the proceeding 
day the delegates were able to be present at both 
meetings, and both derived considerable benefit Next 
year, I believe, the same procedure is to be adopted 

Mr. Simpson said it would be impossible to add any¬ 
thing to Mr. Male’s report, and asked the meeting to 
accord him a very hearty vote of thanks for attending 
on their behalf, for giving such an excellent report of 
the proceedings. The speaker had attended in a private 
capacity as he happened to be a rather enthusiastic 
member of the Sanitary Institute, and he would like 
particularly to emphasise Mr. Male’s remarks to the 
effect that these meetings were a tremendous outlet for 
their Association, and gave them a valuable opportunity 
of showing their worth to the general public. Much 
could be done there, for the resolutions passed by the 
Sanitary Inssitute through the various sections bore con¬ 
siderable weight wherever they went He hoped that 
everybody who could possibly attend woula do so, 
whether as delegates or private individuals, because the 
Institute did appreciate the veterinary profession high¬ 
ly, and were most anxious to do all they possibly could 
to forward the interests of veterinary surgeons and in¬ 
spectors—more particularly those who dealt with Pub¬ 
lic Health. 

Mr. MacCormack seconded the resolution which was 
passed with acclamation. 

Mr. Upton said that though he might be old-fashioned, 
in his ideas he considered there was a lot of scaremong- 
ering going on at the present day, He believed in Prof. 
Robertson’s dictum—that good cooking of meat was 
better than the whole army of veterinary inspectors 
from Lands End to John o’ Groats. If only they could 
convince the public of the truth of this statement, and 
get them to cook their meat properly, they would be 
accomplishing a far more useful purpose. That was the 
whole crux of the matter. 

The Chairman described Mr. Upton’s suggestions as 
practical; but Mr. Brown was of opinion that the ques¬ 
tion did not depend wholly upon cooking. 

Rising again Mr. Upton declared that the present ten¬ 
dency was m the direction of wasting money, whereas 
the primary need of the moment was economy. They 
did not want to maintain expensive establishments at 
the expense of ratepayers, but rather to teach the public 
to sterilise for themselves. 

Prof. Wooldridge strongly supported Mr. Simpson’s 
remarks, and particularly the recommendations at the 
close of Mr. Male’s paper. There was another issue in 
which good work was done for the veterinary profession 
which never appeared in black and white, and that was 
the opportunity of getting into more intimate contact 
with the medical profession and those who had to do with 
public health. As to the actual* benefits which they 
might obtain from the conference he thought possibly 
Mr. Male and Mr. Simpson would agree that unfortnate 
ly their meetings coincided with those of the Medical 
Officers of Health, and consequently if papers were read 
simultaneously in both sections it was impossible to at¬ 
tend both. Each section only met for two days, and it 
appear to him a distinct advantage if their section oould 
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be arranged for two days other than those on which the 
medical officers of health met At the last Congress 
they both fell on Thursday and Friday, and he would 
suggest Tuesday and Wednesday being selected on the 
next occasion, for the advantage of both sides. In spite 
of the possible accusation that fmight be made against 
him of neglecting his duties, he haa made a point of at¬ 
tending some of the meetings of the {medical officers of 
health at the last Congaess ; but they were very crowd¬ 
ed together and he had been unable to enter into them 
properly. Medical officers would also like to attend 
veterinary meetings, and it would have a good effect if 
a recommendation were sent from their {Association on 
this point. At the next meeting of the Central Associ¬ 
ation he intended to bring forward a similar resolution. 

The Chairman intimated that Mr. Malcolm would be 
at Birmingham in connection with the next conference 
and they would probably achieve their purpose by 
writing to him personally with a request to adjust the 
arrangements in the required manner. 

In replying to the vote of thanks, Mr. Male said it had 
been a great pleasure to him to attend the conference. 
He had learnt a lot, and he had enjoyed it very much. 
He hoped that next time someone else would be selected 
as a delegate who would represent them more ably. 

Prof. Wooldridge moved that a recommendation be 
sent from the Association to the Royal Sanitary Insti¬ 
tute* that if possible the veterinary surgeons should not 
meet on the same days as the Medical Officers of 
Health. 

Mr. McIntosh considered it would be much better if 
the resolution were forwarded by the National Associ¬ 
ation. If they, as a Society, merely spoke for themselves 
it would not carry so much weight as if it were done 
centrally. 

Prof. Wooldridge disagreed, on the ground that it 
was more effective to hammer a point home on several 
occasions than to make representations once. Further, 
the National were not represented at the Conference, to 
which they had refused to send a delegate, and they had 
not the same locus standi in the matter as this Associa¬ 
tion. 

Mr. Willett seconded Prof. Wooldridge’s resolution, 
but Mr. Male still favoured approaching Mr. Malcolm 
privately, pointing out that by sending a resolution 
publicly they might appear to be poaching on other 
people’s preserves. 

Prof. Wooldridge said the matter of arrangement of 
sessions lay not with the President (Mr. Malcolm) but 
with the Institute, and therefore it would be useless to 
approach him. 

Mr Reynolds agreed with Mr. McIntosh, and con¬ 
sidered the recommendation would be best sent by the 
National. The point was: were any other associations 
going to send similar recommendations? If not, one 
isolated request would carry but little weight. He 
moved as an amendment that the request went through 
the National Association. 

Mr. Coleman supported the amendment. 

Mr. McIntosh pointed out that the National ought 
to cariy more weight than their own Association, be¬ 
cause it could speak with the authority of the whole 
profession. If various associations were to send in re¬ 
solutions of a conflicting character no notice would be 
taken of any of them. He would second Mr. Reynolds 1 
amendment. 

Mr. Reynolds suggested that by giving the National 
such work as this to do they would be making it a 
useful body. 

Prof. Wooldridge ; We don’t want the National to 
emasculate other associations. 

Mr. Simpson held that they as an Association were 
more entitled to send the resolution than the National 
«A«ing that the latter body had chosen to ignore an ex* 


tremely important Congress. If the National were such 
a live body as it was represented as being it should have 
sent several delegates to support the profession at the 
Congress, instead of which they sent none at all. 

Mr. McIntosh : I quite agree that the National had 
practically ceased to exist in the past, but it was recon¬ 
structed within the last month. 

Mr. Reynolds’ amendment was put to the meeting 
and carried by eight votes to six. 

The Hon. Treasurer said he was particularly anxious, 
to hand over a good balance, and there were a number 
of arrears which he would like to receive as soon as 
possible. The question of dealing with back subscrip¬ 
tions of members on service would be settled at the next 
meeting. So he would not refer to it then. 

“ Lesions in the Diagnosis of Swine Fever.” 

By Mr. E. Brown.—Discussion. 

Mr. Coleman thanked Mr. Brown for his excellent 
paper, he had been principally struck by the fact that 
typical lesions seemea very untypical, because through¬ 
out the paper seemed to speak rather disparagingly of 
lesions being typical. It appeared on the whole that the 
diagnosis of swine fever was quite in its infancy. He 
would like to ask what steps were taken by the Board 
to come to a decision as to whether a reported case was 
swine fever or not ? 

Mr. Upton said he belonged to the old set, and was 
brought up with one of the greatest authorities on swine 
fever, the late Mr. Stanley Edgar, Chief Veterinary 
Inspector for Kent. He considered that the whole thing 
was a snare and a delusion, and he looked upon the term 
“ swine fever ” as the greatest bit of bunkum imagin¬ 
able. He quoted cases which had come under his per¬ 
sonal experience which had been thought to be swine 
fever but which he did not think were cases of swine 
fever. An important point was that when pigs were 
exposed to market in the heat of the summer they were 
not allowed to go home immediately after the sale, but 
had to acclimatise, and be kept on the premises for 28 
days, during which time he had no doubt they would de¬ 
velop a fever of some kind. His opinion was that one 
could spend all the money in the country and yet not 
stamp out the disease. He had come to the conclusion 
that so long as there were swine there would always be 
swine fever. 

Prof. Wooldridge said that as far as cold criticism 
was concerned he had very little to offer. It would be 
quite invidious for him to disagree with Mr. Brown with 
regard to the clinical indications of swine fever. Many 
years ago in the West country, the dairy farmers used 
to tell him that they could produce swine fever at will 
at any time by bad feeding. At the time he disregarded 
the statement, but since then ideas have altered some¬ 
what, and their beliefs had been somewhat modified. 
If sick pigs were put in the same sty as healthy pigs 
they would not cause infection—that was universally 
recognised. In England the terms swine fever and hog 
cholera were used in a somewhat different significance 
to that in other countries. In this country they were 
regarded as synonymous, but in America swine fever 
was called hog cholera, and they regarded it as the infec¬ 
tion due to an ultra-visible virus. At the present time 
he considered the only method of diagnosis for general 
purposes was the presence of definite lesions in the ali¬ 
mentary canal. 

The Chairman said they were all very grateful to 
Mr. Brown for his paper, and also to Sir Stewart Stock- 
man for giving them the invitation to the Laboratory. 
He had been very kind to them on many occasions, and 
they were very grateful to him. To some of them who 
had to deal with the matter it was of very great benefit 
to go to the laboratory, see the lesions there, and hear 
what the Board considered to be the specific lesions of 
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swine fever, and also to hear from such an expert as 
Mr. Brown, who had examined so many viscera, his views 
on the matter. It was a valuable education to them. 
There was one remark which Mr. Brown made which he 
considered a very wise one. He commenced his paper 
by saying that “ swine fever has taught me one lesson, 
and that is that it is not wise to be dogmatic over the 
question of its diagnosis.” Anybody who had anything 
to do with the question of diagnosis knew that it was a 
matter of opinion. He had heard some inspectors say 
that they had never made a mistake in the diagnosis of 
swine fever, but he should doubt that, for he would con¬ 
fess that he had mistakes, and very possibly the B.O.A. 
had made mistakes; it was a very difficult question and 
he did not blame the officers of the Board for making 
mistakes in diagnosis. It seemed to him that diagnosis 
was made on the finding of swine fever or diphtheritic 
deposits—and nothing else. Mr. Brown described many 
other lesions which he called more or less characteristic, 
but he was very careful not to say that they were abso¬ 
lutely diagnostic. He talked about lesions in various 
places, yet he did not say that any of these lesions, or 
combination of lesions, were diagnostic unless you got 
ulcer in the bowel. Later on he made the remark that 
“ in this disease it was most important to consider all 
the aspects of the case.” Therefore the inspectors oould 
only make their decisions on the same basis. 

In many pigs there were no ulcers, yet they appeared 
to be suffering from the disease. He had seen a hundred 
well kept pigs and it was quite obvious when one walked 
round their sties that they had got swine fever. He 
killed one after the other until he got tired of it, and 
not until he had killed ten did he find the ulcer of swine 
fever. 

On another occasion he was sent back to a reported 
outbreak four times, and each time he diagnosed swine 
fever, but the Board did not confirm it because the ulcers 
were not there. The owner sold his pigs, and three 
months after they had cases of swine fever everywhere 
these pigs went. 

It seemed therefore, that one ought to take into con¬ 
sideration not only the finding of these ulcers, but also 
all the other circumstances in connection with the pigs. 
In that respect of course Board Officials had not the 
same opportunities as the man who was seeing the pigs 
during their life, and consequently they were at a dis¬ 
advantage ; and should, on that ground, take due con¬ 
sideration of the views of the man who saw the pigs on 
the spot. He did not say this in any spirit of criticism 
but only by way of a suggestion. 

The question of diagnosis was also one which misled 
the public. The public had an idea that swine fever 
ought to be diagnosed right off-hand and they could not 
understand why it could not be stamped out, nor why 
discrepancies occurred. Their minds were confused over 
the wnole question. If they had some other methods of 
diagnosis in addition to these ulcers it would be far 
more satisfactory ; and he hoped something would be 
found out, so that a more satisfactory position could be 
taken up in the matter. 

Had opportunities permitted he would like to have 
heard Mr. Brown’s views with regard to the percentage 
of pigs that carried the infection without being infected 
themselves. An interesting experience had befallen him 
recently. He had bought some pigs from a very big 
pedigree herd, and some time afterwards—they could 
not be moved for a time—one pig of his died from swine 
fever. He notified the vendor, and advised the Board 
in the usual way. thus stopping any further movement 
of these pigs, which would have otherwise gone into 
many of the best herds in the country. There was only 
one other man amongst those who bought the pigs who 
had a death. Later some fat pigs were being killed and 
a number of healed lesions were found. Nearly all the 


pigs that were killed had these lesions, but appeared to 
be getting over the disease. The restrictions were re¬ 
moved from the pigs, they got beautifully fat, and some 
were being prepared for Smithfield and would undoubted¬ 
ly have won prizes there. Then they were allowed to be 
moved, and were sent down into the country, and imme¬ 
diately they got there some other sows were put with 
them. These sows contracted swine fever^and every 
pig on the place died from swine fever. When they 
went down they were fit and well, and he had been 
offered by the vendor himself three times the price he 
had given for the pigs. 

The question was : how long was the place to be kept 
under restrictions, and how could the disease be stamped 
out. It seemed almost impossible to do so, unless tney 
could inoculate all the pigs in the country—providing 
the vaccine was reliable and could be given with a dose 
of serum at the same time—thus rendering all the stock 
that was born immune. 

Reply. 

Mr. Brown said, with reference to Mr. Coleman’s re¬ 
marks, that it was very difficult to describe a lesion as 
being definitely typical of swine fever. There were but 
few cases when one could give a definite diagnosis on 
the evidence shown by a piece of bowel alone. In reply 
to Mr. Coleman’s query as to what steps were taken by 
the Board to come to a decision when a suspected case 
was reported; the Board wired to one of their veterinary 
inspectors, the inspector made a visit and reported on 
what he found. If he considered it to be swine fever, he 
was obliged to send a specimen showing lesions in sup¬ 
port of nis diagnosis. The report and the specimen 
were both considered before toe official decision was 
made. 

Mr. Coleman : When they know that swine fever ex¬ 
ists, and yet they do not find any lesions, do they make 
any further investigation 1 Because if not they ought 
to. 

Mr. Brown replied in the affirmative, but said that 
he could not say what would be done in any particular 
case. Sometimes the diagnosis was settled by the evi¬ 
dence given by other pigs which had been in contact. 
Special experiments might also be carried out, but these 
would not be done on anything like a large scale, as the 
number of pigs necessary might run into hundreds un¬ 
der observation at one time. 

Mr. Upton had remarked that swine fever was a de¬ 
lusion and a snare. He did not know about its being a 
delusion, but it was certainly a snare. Much of what 
Mr. Upton had said supported the paper. 

With reference to Prof. Wooldridge’s statements re* 
specting the production of swine fever lesions at will, 
he would like to ask a number of questions before ac¬ 
cepting such a statement. 

Mr. Male had spoken of men who had never made a 
mistake. He thought that such a man was in for a bad 
time; he must have had all his luck. It was scarcely 
correct to say that nothing except the ulcer in the bowel 
and the diphtheritic lesions were taken into account. The 
report submitted was considered carefully, and every 
circumstance taken into account before a decision was 
arrived at. An inspector should include in his report 
everything which might be of assistance. 

Then there was the question of prosecutions. In some 
cases it was not merely a matter of making an academic 
report or one involving restrictions alone. It had to be 
remembered that a diagnosis of swine fever might result 
in some member of the public becoming liable to a heavy 
fine. 

Mr. Male had mentioned public opinion. The public 
were not always right in the ideas they had, and some¬ 
times it was properly the duty of an official to carry out 
his work against the lines of public opinion at the time. 
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Mr. McIntosh : Public opinion is the strongest force 
with which we have to contend. 

Mr. Brown : Yes, but we must not go with it every 
time. 

Mr. Male: I was sympathising with the Board in 
view of the attitude the public take up in the matter. 

Mr. Brown said that Mr. Male’s suggestion for stam¬ 
ping out the disease by vaccination was worth going in¬ 
to ; but he was afraid that it would not be stamped out 
by means of the vaccination methods at present known. 

Be could not say the percentage of pigs which carried 
the disease without showing signs of being infected 
themselves. The whole question of carriers was a very 
difficult one. Their existence was admitted, but he 
thought thi.t experiments had not resulted in conclusive 
proof being obtain 3d. That did not negative the idea. 

He remembered the case referred to by Mr. Male, and 
that Mr. Male had by prompt action prevented the pigs 
being distributed to spread the disease. 

Mr. Jurgensen had said that diagnosis used to be 
sometimes based on petechial haemorrhages, and had 
asked if that was not so still. Much depended on what 
other evidence there was, but he did not think there 
had been any change with regard to the value attached 
to petechial haemorrhages. 

While the lesion was a help and a guide it did not 
constitute the whole case; ana no one should sit down 
and attempt the diagnosis on the evidence of lesions 
alone. What should be inferred from the lesion often 
depended on other evidence. The man on the spot had 
certainly the best opportunity of gathering evidence, 
bat it might happen that he did not make enough UBe 
of his opportunities. 

It was also a fact that “ lesions ” described were some¬ 
times nothing more than normal anatomical features. 


had pointed out that in Wiltshire they had signed a pe¬ 
tition and sent it to their County Council, who had only 
altered the fee for examination of herds with mange, re¬ 
ducing it to half-a-guinea. This work could be better 
done by the National Association than by the Council 
of the College. 

The Chairman considered each County ought to take 
the matter up. He hoped to bring the question before 
the next meeting and try to bring about some concerted 
action. 

Mr. Reynolds said local societies should tackle their 
own County Councils. 

Mr. Upton thought the allowance of 7$d. per mile in¬ 
sufficient. 

The proceedings terminated with a hearty vote of 
thanks to the Chairman for his generosity in providing 
tea, proposed by Mr. Coleman and seconded by Mr. 
Hancock. 


MORTALITY AMONG CATTLE—STARVATION 
To the Editor of “ The Veterinary Record .” 

Sir,—Your correspondent “ Sylveticus,” although he 
doubts the accuracy of my statements, not only does he 
support but actually confirms them, both with regard to 
cruelty and starvation amongst live stock. In his reply 
he quotes two cases during his limited experience in tnis 
country, which show that cruelty was rampant 18 years 
ago. Two animals, one suffering from rheumatism, the 
other from laminitis, two most painful diseases, turned 
out to live or die under such conditions on marsh land 
—plenty of water, no food mentioned. Just think what 
those poor brutes must have suffered ! If this can take 
place outside, what can we expect under cover of a 
farmstead 1 It is unthinkable ! No mention of these 


Mr. Male expressed the indebtedness of the meeting 
to Mr. Brown for his paper, and the members signified 
their approval by applause. 

Mr. A. E. Willett recounted an experience that had 
recently befallen him. He was called very hurriedly 
late one wet night to a dog that was supposed to have 
been poisoned. The history was that a number of dogs 
had been following a bitch about, and out of about 
twelve dogs four had died. As this dog was amongst 
the crowd and showing tetanic spasms, they had feared 
that the dog was poisoned. 

When be arrived the lady of the house had the dog in 
her arms, and was weeping bitter tears, and the dog was 
showing very evident tetanic spasms. By pure luck he 
happened to notice the condition of things. He asked 
the lady to retire from the room, pulled out his forceps 
and drew out some hairs from the penis, after which the 
dcNg was perfectly comfortable. 

The Chairman gave notice that he would, at the next 
meeting, raise the question of increasing the fees to in¬ 
spectors in the association’s locality. The National 
Association of Veterinary Inspectors had had a long 
discussion at Birmingham, and came to the conclusion 
that the fees asked from local authorities should be 
considerably raised; they drew up a scale of fees which 
they asked members of the association to try to obtain 
from their County Councils. He hoped that a number 
of inspectors would come along, so that they could take 
action as a society. The fee suggested by the National 
Association was one guinea for each visit and inspection, 
and 10s. 6d. for each subsequent visit. If not on the 
same round—one guinea. Microscopic examinations— 
one guinea. Mileage—7£d. per mile, or Is. 3d. for a 
double journey. 

Mr. Coleman said it was suggested that the National 
should take upon themselves to get fees for the whole 
country and thus create regularity and uniformity. He 


cases being reported when found starved to death. 

Sylveticus says things have changed since then. In 
what way 1 For better or for worse ? He admits hav¬ 
ing seen during a drought in Australia thousands of 
animals starved to death. That is actually what takes 
place in “ this,” or any other country, during a winter 
when there is no grass, and following a light'corn and 
hay crop. Why did not these break ooundsl I take 
it that it was due to the same cause that operates in 
“this” country—“ Might as well stay at home as go 
elsewhere to starve.” But in the majority of cases their 
condition makes it impossible to break bounds. What 
about those kept in the farm buildings : they are at the 
mercy of the owner entirely. I am not acquainted with 
the duties of a veterinary surgeon in regard to his client, 
but I can say that if a veterinary surgeon reported his 
client for such conduct he would soon find that his 
u piping days of peace ” were ended, and would have to 
be on the look out for “ a better ’ole.” The sooner some 
form of government control in live stock is brought into 
action the better ; the manner or form it takes does not 
concern me, or the people appointed to carry it cut; let 
them be ex-soldiers or land girls so long as control is 
efficient. 

Looker On. 


A LARGE CALF. 

Sir,—I was present on Tuesday December 3oth, at a 
calving case which was remarkable on account of the 
large size of the calf. The cow was a red shorthorn and 
had previously on different occasions successfully given 
birth to three calves. Delivery was difficult owing to 
the large propor tions of the calf, but was eventually 
accomplished with the aid of pulleys. 

The calf was alive at birth but expired in a few 
minutes. It was normal except for its great size. Im- 





3?6 


THE VETERINARY RECORD January 10,19*0 


mediately after death it was weighed on a steelyard and 
turned the scale at I40ft>. On account of the great weight 
it registered, the steelyard was thought to be inaccurate, 
but on testing it this was found not to be the case. 

The period of gestation had been unusually long, 
having extended over a period of 43 weeks 2 days. 

The cow was necessarily much weakened, and she 
strained considerably, but chlorodyne in full doses was 
given, and she is now'doiog well. 140lb is, I believe, a 
record weight for a calf at birth, but I should like to 
know if any practitioner has met with one weighing 
more—Yours faithfully, 

Hallaton, Mkt. Harborough. Geo. Eaton, (Class C). 

Jan. 1st, 1920. 


Personal. 

Mr. J. Paton, f.r.c.v.8., has been the recipient of an 
armchair and Mrs. Paton of a gold chain, together with 
a testimonial inscribed as follows :— 

“ Presented as a token of esteem by friends and clients 
to Mr. James Paton, f.r.c.v.8., and Mrs. Paton, along 
with a chair and gold chain, on their leaving Stevenage, 
29th December, 1919.” 

On Jany. 3rd, 1920, at Holy Trinity Church, Henley- 
on-Thames, Doris, second daughter of J. H. Carter, 
f.hc.v.8., F.R.S.E., “Avalon,” Henley on-Thames, to 
A. Whit slaw Carter, m.r.c.v.s., of Nairobi, B. East 
Africa, son of J. R. Carter, m.r.c v.s., of Aldershot. 


OBITUARY. 

George Albert Oliphant, f.r.g.v.s., Lieut.-Col. late 
A.V.D., Woburn, Beds. 

Graduated Lond : May, 1860, Fellow, Feb. 1877. 
Col Oliphant was one of the original group of Fel¬ 
lows under the charter of 1876. He served as Member 
of Council 1892-96. Death occurred in a nursing home 
in London on Jan. 5th. His age was 79. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extracts from London QautU 
! Regular Forges. Royal Army Veterinary Corps 
War Office, Whitehall, Dec. 23. 
Capt. and Bt. Maj. M. P. Walsh relinquishes the temp, 
rank of Maj. (Oct. 21); Capt. W. F. L. Bright relin- 
guishes the acta, rank of Maj. on ceasing to hold the 
appt. of D.A.D.V.S. (Mar. 20); Capt W.F. L, Bright 
to be actg. Maj. while holding the appt. of D. A.D. V.S. 
(April 2). 

Dec. 90. 

Mm. and Bt. Lt.-Col. W. S. Anthony, c.m.g., relinquishes 
the actg. rank of Col. on ceasing to hold the appt of 
D.D.VS. (Dec. 4). 

Dec. 91. 

The notification in the Gazette of Aug. 27,1919^ regar¬ 
ding Temp. Capt. E. S. Steiner is cancelled. 

Temp. Capt. E. S. Steiner relinquishes his commn. on 
completion of service (Aug. 21, 1919), and retains the 
rank of Capt. 

Jan. 2. 

Temp. Capt. A. B. Holland relinquishes his commn. on 
completion of service (Nov. 14,1919), and retains the 
rank of Capt. 

Jan. 5. 

Maj. and Bt. Lt.-Col. G. C. O. Fowler, Q.B.X., ret. pay, 
is granted the rank of Lt-Col. on ceasing to be empld. 
(July 10, 1919). 

M^j. F. Fail, o.b.e., retires on ret. pay, (Jan. 6), and is 
granted the rank of Lt-Col. 

Territorial Force. Jan. 5. 

Capt (actg. Maj ) A. C. Duncan, f.r.c.v.8., relinquishes 
the actg. rank of Maj. on ceasing to comd. a Veterinary 
Hosp. (June 21,1919). 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1694 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Jan. 6, 1919 Exolnding outbreaks in army horses. 













IRELAND. Week ended Dec. 27 

... 

... 

... 

... 


... 

BOB 

B 

i 

4 

f 1918 ... 

• •• 






2 

18 

4 

8 

Corresponding Week in -I 1917 ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

8 


10 

[ 1916 ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

94 

8 

89 

Total for 52 weeks, 1919 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

l 

140 

298 

84 

106 

f 1918 ... 



• •• 


H 

IBM 

98 

852 

n 

188 

Corresponding period in -[ 1917 ... 



... 

am 

El 


45 

430 


1148 

1 1916 ... 


1 _ u 

... 

BB 

am 

ImEBM 

61 

Ea 

■SB 

1880 


' Department of Agrionltnre and Technical Instrnotion for Ireland. (Veterinary Branch), Dnblin, Jan. 1, 1920. 
Nora.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infeotiea 



































H Meefelp 3ournaI for tbe profession 

Founded bt William Hunting, f.b.o.v.s. 


No. 1645. JANUARY 17, 1920. Vol. XXXII. 


The Council Meeting. 

The report of Council is very long, and contains 
much matter of importance. The latter portion we 
are compelled to hold over till next issue. 

There was one regrettable feature. The meeting 
was too small to act upon Registration Committee 
reports, so a name which should have been restored 
must wait till April. This sort of thing was un¬ 
known in pre-war days, and, however excusable it 
may have been during the war, it ought not to hap¬ 
pen now. 

Little appears of the financial position, but mem¬ 
bers should not overlook it on that aooount. As 
usual, it illustrates the urgency of the need for 
volantary subscriptions. The lists we publish this 
week are very promising; but it is to be hoped 
that this year may see the addition of many names 
of those who have not hitherto joined in this move¬ 
ment. 

One of the most important reports was that of 
the Deputation to the Ministry of Health. The 
deputation submitted proposals for a very thorough 
and rigidly controlled testing of dairy cattle, which 
the Ministry regard as impracticable at present. 
Some new regulations have been drafted by the 
Ministry, which the deputation have seen, and con¬ 
sider a great improvement upon tbe existing ones. 
There the matter rests for the present, and in the 
meantime the deputation's proposals must face pro¬ 
fessional criticism, which certainly will not be lack¬ 
ing. One piece of good news the deputation gained 
was that au examinations concerning the health of 
cows are to he made only by qualified veterinary 
surgeons. 

Late in the proceedings, a question of more than 
national importance was mentioned. A proposal 
has been received that the next International Vet¬ 
erinary Congress shall be held in the United States 
in 1921 or 1922. A meeting of the General Com¬ 
mittee to consider this is fixed for February 6th. 

Another exceedingly important question is the 
manning of the profession and the schools, which, 
not under the most pleasant ciroumstances, has 
been relegated to a Special Committee. Comment 
upon this, as upon some other matters, must be 
reserved at present. We do not remember a Coun¬ 
cil report containg more material concerning which 
a suspended judgement would be advisable—for a 
little time at least. Much of it is very important, 
and in some matters the information now before 
members is still not at all definite. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Bovine Biliary Haemoglobinuric Fever 
in Algiers. 

E. Sargent and A. Sherithier have published (Boll. 
1st. Int. cL'Agric.) an account of this condition and 
their researches upon it. The veterinarians and 
colonists of Algiers give the first place among the 
diseases which hinder breeding in North Africa to a 
bovine affection which is commonly called " jaun¬ 
dice ” in that country. Its principle symptoms Are 
jaundice, hsemoglobinuria, and fever. In fatal cases 
the duration of the disease rarely exceeds five or six 
days, and sometimes tbe animals succumb in twenty- 
four hours. The mortality is variable, ranging from 
5% fo 20% according to the locality. 

Cases of this disease are generally considered to 
be oases of piroplasmosis, since the chief characters 
of the affeotion are identical with those of piroplas¬ 
mosis. Moreover, the existence of Piroplasma hi - 
geminun in Algiers is proved. But a certain num¬ 
ber of paradoxical facts led the authors to doubt 
the constancy of the etiological functions of piro- 
plasms in jaundice. They have carried out resear¬ 
ches upon the subject, studying eleven cases of the 
disease (by microscopic search for piroplasms and 
other parasites, and by experimental reproduction 
of the affection), and have also made observations 
upon apparently healthy animals. They conclude 
that, of their eleven oases of the disease, only one 
was caused by piroplasms. They therefore regard 
the disease as a distinct affection, the etiology of 
which is still unknown, and they propose the name 
of biliary hamoglobinuric fever of the ox for it.— (La 
Clinica Veterinaria). 

Bovine Infectious Abortion. 

W. Cotton recently published an article upon 
this subject in Journal of the American Veterinary 
Association. It is now generally known that 
Bang's bacillus is responsible for the great ma¬ 
jority of cases of infectious abortion iu cattle. It 
is true that other causes may act; but these have 
a very minor etiological importance. In this con¬ 
nection the author mentions the recent work of 
Smith, who has found in America, various centres 
of abortion caused by a spirillum. He also points 
out that in 1918, in the Bureau of Animal Industry, 
Buck and Creh isolated a spirillum or vibrion in 
pure culture from the foetuses aborted by four cows. 
They, however, also found abortion bacilli in the 
uterine material of one of the cows, and in the milk 
of another; and all the cows gave positive reactions 
to the agglutination test for Bang's bacillus. On 
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this acoount they did not attach great importance 
to the spirillum they isolated ; and their conclusions 
therefore do not accord with those of Smith. On 
the other hand, M'Fadyean and Stockman, who in 
England found a similar yibrion in many cases of 
abortion in Bheep and only in two cases of abortion 
in cattle, regard infection by this germ as very rare. 
If the identity of Smith’s spirillum with the vibrion 
of the English workers could be proved, and it 
could be accepted as tbe causal agent in the centres 
of abortion studied by Smith, the spirillum would 
be considered a factor of considerable importance 
in bovine epizootic abortion in America. 

The author adds nothing new to our knowledge 
of Bang’s bacillus, the etiological significance of 
wbioh is now undisputed. His most important 
conclusions may be summarised as follows :— 

1. Many cows which are infected by Bang’s 
baoillus become and remain carriers of the contagion 
eliminating the germ through the mammary gland 
for a long time. 

2. The placenta of a cow which harbours the 
abortion bacillus in the organism may be infeoted, 
though the animal may have a normal parturition. 

3. The most probable channel of infection is 
through the digestive apparatus. 

4. Gestation is the period of greatest suscepti¬ 
bility. 

5. The most certain and freguent source of infec¬ 
tion is the cow, during and after abortion. 

6. Although the minor importance of the bull in 
the transmission of infection is demonstrated, the 
author advises that measures against a diffusion of 
the disease by this agency should be taken. 

7. Calves do not appear to be susceptible to the 
infection of abortion. Those born of an infeoted 
cow generally remain exempt till they are exposed 
to infection after the first vear of life. 

8. In endo-uterine disinfection, too energetic anti¬ 
septics should not be used. 

9. The agglutination test is able to reveal infeoted 
animals, when the infection is not of too recent date 
This test is excellent, but not perfect; for, though 
it reveals infection, it does not indicate whether a 
given cow will or will not abort. 

W.R.C. 


NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

Southern Counties Division. 


(Concluded Jom p. SSI.) 

Major Taylor said that he should like to thank 
Captain Bloxsome, who had done such excellent and 
distinguished service during the War, for the very inter¬ 
esting paper he had just read. He had given them a 
history of the War from the veterinary standpoint which 
was full of absorbing information from start to finish, 
and indeed many of the subjects he had introduced 
deserved a paper individually. He had the good fortune 
himself in the early part of the War (in 1914) to inaug¬ 
urate the London Divisional Hospital at St. Albans 
under very favourable conditions. They had excellent 
premises, most complete equipment, good weather for 


constructional purposes, and the very best of A.Y.C. 
personnel under their control; in fact the conditions 
there were ideal. Unfortunately he only had about two 
months at this station, and then went to Egypt in 
charge of a Mobile Veterinary Section with a cavalry 
division. During the very hot Egyptian summer of 
1915, on the banks of the Suez Canal they had a good 
number of cases of ophthalmia which Captain Bloxsome 
spoke about, and very troublesome it was in the hot 
climate, on account of the irritation from the flies and 
the sand. They had, in fact, to destroy a fair number 
of horses through blindness caused by this disease. One 
thing which had struck him during this War was the 
genuine consideration and natural kindness shown for 
the horses by all the British troops generally, as com- 

E ared with the sometimes indifferent and almost heart¬ 
ies treatment accorded to their animals by some of the 
other nations. Reverting to Captain Bloxsome’s remarks 
about the use of medicines and drugs in the field, Major 
Taylor said their great aim was to cure cases on the 
minimum amount of drugs with the use of the simplest 
instruments, and to give nature a fair chance ; and he 
agreed with Captain Bloxsome, that it was astonishing 
the number of animals that would spontaneously recover 
almost without the aid of these things if only they were 
nursed, rested, and fed. With reference to “ returns,”— 
he almost said “ reverence ”—he had the dire misfortune 
of being an administrative officer on several occasions 
during the war, and he could speak of the difficulty 
of getting these returns from the executive officers 
and others. He knew the feelings that existed about 
them, and how they thought many of them all nonsense, 
and unnecessary, but it would have been impossible to 
carry out the administrative part of the work without 
these returns, which were the only connecting link 
between those in tbe field and the War Office arm chairs 
where all that mattered took place. 

Criticising the use of injection of antiseptics in the 
treatment of shrapnel wounds, Major Taylor said he 
thought enormous harm was often done by forcible 
syringing of punctured wounds, especially with a cor¬ 
rosive agent like creosote solution, which during the war 
was often inferior in quality, and consequently irritating 
in action. He had found that a drum of this noxious 
drug was left standing in the pharmacy or horse lines 
for some time pending use. The top layer which was 
used first was harmless, but by the time they got near 
the bottom the thick, tarry fluid remaining was partially 
cresylic acid and the result of its application could be 
imagined. 

Discussing the powers of endurance of animals to 
exposure, the speaker said he had some very interesting, 
and often alarming experiences. He went out with a 
Yorkshire division in tne early winter of 1917, and they 
had four months of very hard soldiering on the Somme, 
and marched from Doullens to Bapaume by almost im¬ 
possible roads. This he thought was the hardest winter 
of the war from a “ horse comfort ” point of view. He 
mentioned it being a Yorkshire division, because they 
recruited all the magnificent heavy horses from the big 
Yorkshire cities and towns. These horses were in per¬ 
fect Shire condition when they took them out, but after 
they had been in France for a few weeks they could not 
get their proper food and were exposed to very bad 
weather, winds, and “ mud,” with tne result that they 
melted away like butter in the sun. He was prepared 
to admit, however, that given a fair amount of comfort 
and protection, and good food, the heavy horse was per¬ 
fect, and a joy to Iook upon. But given really hard war 
conditions they were practically of no use whatever, and 
from a transport service point of view he thought the 
heavy horse nad been a failure in this war. The very 
best animals in the world for these purposes were in 
his opinion those big Spanish American mules which 
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were bo carefully selected in New Orleans and elsewhere 
in South America. They required very little attention, 
one could give them almost anything to eat, they stood 
any amount of exposure, and they worked reliably at a 
steady pace with that “ God’s will be done ” expression 
on their faces, and were the greatest success, not only 
from a transport point of view, but also from the vet¬ 
erinary officer’s, to whom they were a God send. 
There was no doubt in his opinion that canvas screens 
round horse lines as a protection from shrapnel 
wounds saved an enormous lot of surgical injuries 
from bursts and spreads, and to anyone who understood 
the curious and very various effect of high explosives, it 
was easy to understand why this was so, the loose can¬ 
vas stopped the upward flight of small fragments. 

Captain Bloxsome had mentioned mud. The very 
name of mud was almost a nightmare to him even now 
after a year of peace, and he did not think he should ever 
forget the awful mud they had to deal with at Larkhill, 
the Plain, which was almost worse than France—if that 
were possible. In conclusion Major Taylor said he 
should like to endorse all that Captain Bloxsome had 
said as to the splendid work done by N.C.O.s and men 
of the R.A.V.C. They were always “ out ” to help the 
splendid organisation which had been a lasting example 
to the world. Both the administrative and the executive 
officers appreciated their efforts to the full. He himself 
had been m charge of four veterinary hospitals, and had 
every opportunity of judging their efforts, and it was 
most gratifying to see now well the men worked togeth¬ 
er for a common cause, to relieve the suffering of dumb 
war stricken animals which had been one of the most im¬ 
portant and humane factors in fighting this war out to 
its glorious and successful issue, and proving that the 
British horseman is still “ top-dog.” 

Capt. Angwin had just a few remarks which he 
wished to make on what had been really a most inter¬ 
esting paper. Major Taylor had referred to the use of 
creosote in the treatment of wounds, but he had found 
Eusol much better, and it was so simple to make. A 
little boracic acid and a little'chlorate of lime, left stand¬ 
ing for twenty-four hours, and one had a powder pos¬ 
sessing astringent properties and oxidising properties 
too. He agreed that the excessive syringing of shrap¬ 
nel wounds was the worst thing one could do. With 
regard to the open air conditions, he thought the expla¬ 
nation was that the animals got more into their natural 
element during a campaign than if they were housed in 
the ordinary stabling at home, and the few cases of 
really bad pneumonia and coughs and colds they had in 
the lines was really very noticeable. It did’nt matter 
whether they were treating horses in this country or not, 
he would like to impress on any of them who were in 
private practice that, placed in an open shed with a rug 
on they would do much better than kept in a closed 
stable. Open air with a little exercise would do far 
more good than all the medicines they could put down 
their necks and all the attention they could give them 
in other ways. 

At thiB stage it was decided to adjourn the further 
discussion on Captain Bloxsome’s paper till the annual 
meeting in March. 

Tea was partaken of and informal discussion subse¬ 
quently took place as to the possibility of bringing about 
a working arrangement with the South Eastern and 
Royal Counties Societies vith a view to holding meet¬ 
ings more frequently and the formation of a joint Com¬ 
mittee or Council of the three Societies who would be 
able to deal with any urgent matters affecting the inter¬ 
ests of the profession. 

It was pointed out in the course of this discussion 
that neither of the Societies need lose their present in¬ 
dividuality ; by joining forces they would gain more 
power, ana stimulate interest among those practitioners 


who up to the present had failed to evince much interest 
in their proceedings. As each Society generally held 
three or four meetings in the course of the year it ought 
to be possible to arrange for a joint meeting by one or 
other of the Societies every month. 

Eventually it was decided, on the suggestion of the 
President, that the matter should be placed on the agen¬ 
da for the next meeting, in London at the end of March, 
and that the respective Presidents and the other officers 
of the Royal Counties and South Eastern Societies 
should be invited to attend on that occasion. 

The customary compliment to the President for pre¬ 
siding then brought the proceedings to a close. 

Jas. T. Angwin, Hon. Sec. 


1?o$al College 0 1 
IDeterlnarp Surgeons. 

A quarterly meeting of Council was held at the Col¬ 
lege, 10 Red Lion Square. London, W.C., on Friday 
January 9tb, 1920, Mr. J. McKinna, President, occupy¬ 
ing the chair. 

The following members were present:—Maj.-Gen. 
Blenkinsop, Col. Brittlebank, Messrs. Banham, Bradley, 
Burt, Carter, Clarkson, Coleman, Craig, Gaiger, Garnett, 
Male, McCall, Mason, Mulvey, Price, Share-Jones, Slo- 
cock, Sir Stewart Stockman, and Mr. Wharam ; Mr. G. 
Thatcher, Solicitor and Mr. F. Bullock, Secretary. 

Minuter The minutes of the last meeting, which had 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read and con¬ 
firmed. 

Apologies for absence. The Secretary announced 
that letters regretting their inability to attend the meet¬ 
ing had been received from Mr. Abson, Sir John M'Fad- 
yean, Messrs. Wilson, Gofton, Trigger and Lawson, the 
latter two of whom owing to illness. 

The President : Gentlemen, I am sure you will re¬ 
gret to hear that both Mr. Lawson and Mr. Trigger are 
laid aside by illness, and that you will join witn me in 
the hope that they will have a speedy recovery. (Hear, 
hear). 

The Secretary : Mr. Abson, after expressing his re¬ 
gret at his inability to attend the meeting, says in his 
letter, “ If I had been present at the meeting it was my 
intention to move a vote of thanks to the Chairman ana 
the members of the Examination Committee, who have 
been so assiduous in carrying out the heavy burden of 
work which has fallen to their lot since the last Council 
meeting. I wish you would kindly mention this when 
making my apology for non-attendance. I appreciate, 
too, the enormous amount of work which these applica¬ 
tions for exemption must have caused you.” 

The President : I am sure we all appreciate very 
much what Mr. Abson says. 

Obituary. 

The Secretary read the Obituary list. 

M. Mulvey : Gentlemen, again we have to deplore 
the loss of a very distinguished member of the profession, 
the late Principal of the Dick Veterinary College, Prof. 
J. R. U. Dewar. He was a member of this Council for 
many years, and he was a distinguished member of the 
profession who was known and respected by all with 
whom he came in contact. I move a vote of condolence 
to his family 

Another member of the profession whose death is an¬ 
nounced, who also occupied a position on this Council, 
is Mr. Edward Beddara, of Wolverhampton, who was 
very well known and respected in the district in which 
he lived and practised for many years. He was of a 
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good and kindly disposition, and known by all those 
with whom he came in contact for his urbanity and 
kindness. I beg also to move a vote of condolence to 
his family. 

Mr. Mason : I beg to associate myself with the re¬ 
marks that Mr. Mulvey has made. 

The President : I would like from the chair to 
associate myself with what Mr. Mulvey has said with 
reference to the life and work of the late Prof. Dewar. 
He sat at this table for many years : he was a Vice- 
President of the College, and, as Mr. Mulvey has said, 
was a distinguished member of the profession. With 
melancholy pleasure I support this motion. 

The resolution was earned in silence, all present ris¬ 
ing. 

Admission to Membership . The Secretary read the 
list of gentlemen who had been admitted members of 
the College since the last meeting of Council. (The 
names have already appeared in our pages). 


Correspondence. 

The Secretary read the following letter from the 
Professional Classes War Relief Council (Incorpor¬ 
ated) 

13 and 14 Prince’s Gate, S.W. 7. 

30th Dec. 1919. 

Dear Sir,—I am requested by my Council to express 
the hope that your College will appoint a representative 
to attend a Conference of Professional Institutions, 
Professional Benevolent Funds, and organisations es¬ 
pecially intended to cope with distress among the more 
highly educated classes, to be held on February 18th, 
1980. Lord Phillimore has consented to preside. Fur¬ 
ther particulars will be forwarded later. 

As a war organisation, this Council must soon cease 
to exist, and the question has been mooted whether the 
ga]x which will thus be caused, ought not if possible to 
be nlled. Should this view be taken, my Council would 
sqggest the formation of an organisation for the purpose 
of facilitating intercommunication between societies 
dealing with the relief of distress among the professional 
olasses, and other kindred associations working on behalf 
of the more highly educated classes. 

My Council further suggest that the aim of such an 
organisation should be to aeal with societies rather than 
with individuals, and they hope that it would also seek 
to utilise the experience gained by the co-operating 
associations in consideiing toe best methods of relieving 
distress among the persons coming within the scope of 
its operations, and in promoting the adoption of such 
approved methods. 

While holding these views, my Council are convinced 
that any attempt to advance on these lines would be 
futile unless it seemed likely that the proposed organis¬ 
ation would receive the cordial support of a large pro¬ 
portion of institutions interested m the welfare of the 
professional classes. My Council are, therefore, very 
anxious to have an opportunity, such as that which we 
hope will be offered by the proposed Conference, of dis¬ 
cussing all the questions involved with representatives 
of those institutions whose co-operation would be essen¬ 
tial to success. 

I would make it clear that attendance at the Confer¬ 
ence would not be regarded as committing anyone on 
the question of a new organisation, but that after the 
Conference has been held my Council would much ap¬ 
preciate a candid expression of opinion from the different 
societies as to the need in the future for any general or¬ 
ganisation dealing with distress amongst the classes 
which may be broadly described as professional. 

Our experience certainly indicates not only that in 
certain directions is there a lack of organisation, but that 
the experience gained by the professions which have 
Kieoessfnlly organised their own benevolent funds could 


be of great service if placed at the disposal of such a 
central organisation. 

Trusting this request will receive favourable consider¬ 
ation.—Yours faithfully. 

Leonard Darwin, 
Chairman of the Council. 

The Chairman, 

The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

A copy of the letter has also been sent to the Victoria 
Veterinary Benevolent Fund, and I understand a repre¬ 
sentative of that Fund has been appointed to attend the 
Conference. 

Mr. Burt : The letter does not give the names of those 
connected with the Council. 

The President : The Hon. Secretaries are Sir Theo¬ 
dore G. Chambers, k.b.e., and Mr. Alexander Goddard, 
c.b.e., and the Joint Secretaries are Miss Percy Taylor 
and Miss Geikie Cobb, b. a. The Chairman of the Coun¬ 
cil is Major Leonard Darwin, f.rjs. 

Mr. Mulvey : Do I understand that this matter was 
dealt with by the Victoria Benevolent Fund Council 1 

Mr. Slocock : That is so. 

Mr. Mulvey : Personally, I think it is more a question 
for the Benevolent Society, and it might very well be 
left in their hands. 

Mr. Slocock : This matter was dealt with last even¬ 
ing. It was considered by the Council of the Victoria 
Veterinary Benevolent Fund that they should be repre¬ 
sented, and they desired me to attend as their represen¬ 
tative. If this Council should see fit to send a represen¬ 
tative also it might strengthen my hands. 

Maj. Gen. Blenkinsop : I know the Chairman of this 
Council, Major Leonard Darwin. He was President of 
the Royal Geographical Society ; he is President of the 
Eugenics Society, and he is a man of high standing who 
never does anything bad. I would strongly support the 
suggestion that we send a representative from this 
Council, as this is a question of dealing with scientific 
and professional men and is more in tne nature of a 
middle- class protection society. 

Mr. Price : I second the suggestion that a represen¬ 
tative be sent from this CouncuT 

Dr Share-Jones : I move that General Blenkinsop 
be the representative. 

Mr. Garnett : I propose that if anybody be appoin¬ 
ted the President be sent. 

Dr. Share-Jones : I beg to move that the President 
and General Blenkinsop be requested to serve. 

The President : The first thing for the Council to 
decide is, Do you desire a representative to be sent t 
That is really the motion before the meeting. Will 
those in favour of that signify ? (The resolution was 
carried). 

Mr. Garnett : I now propose that the President be 
our representative. Mr. Carter: I second that. 

The President : Is there any other suggestion or 
amendment, because I am entirely in the Council’s 
hands? (The motion was put by Mr. Garnett, and 
carried). 

Dr. Share-Jones : I think the members of the Coun¬ 
cil should not be put in an awkward position in the 
future in regard to these appointments. I hope it will 
be made clear to us that the President goes ex officio to 
various things of this kind. If that is the rule it is 
news to me; and if I had known it I would not have 
mentioned any other name. The President: I quite 
understand that 

The Secretary read the following letter:— 

Galician Veterinary Medical Association, 

Lemberg. Kochanowski, Street 67, 

Poland. 

To the Secretary, British Veterinary Sooiety. in London. 

Dear Sir,—Now that peace is allowing the world to 
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resume relations that were so unhappily interrupted five 
years ago, we are very desirous of naving information 
regarding the work and activities of the Veterinary 
Society of Great Britain. 

It would therefore be greatly appreciated if you are 
able to let us have any reports that may be published 
with reference to the proceedings of your Association in 
London. 

In the hope of a net-distant peace in Poland, we are 
at present busily engaged in establishing our new de¬ 
partments, and should be grateful also if some details 
could be forwarded to us with regard to the organisation 
of your Association which would be of very great assis¬ 
tance to us here in Galicia. 

We shall be very happy in return to forward to you 
as they may appear reports of the work of our own 
Veterinary Medical Association in this country. 

Trusting you may be able to accede to our request, 
with very cordial good wishes for the continued pros¬ 
perity and welfare of the British Veterinary Medical 
Association, We beg to remain, Dear Sir, 

Very Faithfully Yours, 

November 1,1919. Prof. Dr. Zygmunt Markowski 

I sent a copy of the letter to the National Veterinary 
Association, as the question arose as to whether the 
matter did not really refer to them. 

Col. Brittlebank : I am sorry, but I have not re¬ 
ceived it. 

Mr. Banham : They evidently want to know some¬ 
thing about our teaching, ana it would perhaps be 
advisable if each of the teaching schools would send one 
of their syllabus to them. There is no reason why that 
should not be done. It would give them some idea of 
how things are done in this country. 

Dr. Share-Jones : In a case of this kind it is quite 
usual to communicate with the various educational 
institutions. If a copy of this is sent to the various 
centres it would meet the case. 

Mr. Banham : I beg to propose that a copy of this 
letter be circulated to the various teaching schools in 
the hope that they will communicate the information 
required. 

Mr. Price : I second that. (The resolution was 
carried). 

The Secretary read the following letter from the 
North of Ireland Veterinary Medical Association :— 

Belfast, December, 1919. 

At a recent meeting of the North of Ireland Veterin¬ 
ary Medical Association, the following resolution was 
passed unanimously 

The Employment of Unqualified Assistants. 

“ That this Association, having given close considera¬ 
tion to the subject, most strongly urges the Royal Col¬ 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons to take such action as may 
be necessary to prohibit the employment of unqualified 
assistants by its members. 

Further, that the Veterinary papers should not accept 
advertisements of or for unqualified assistants. 

Copies of this resolution to be forwarded to the 
Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
die President of the Royal Veterinary College, and the 
Principals of the various Veterinary Schools. 

Mr. Mulvey : They might as well have sent it to the 
Editors of the various periodicals, if that is their wish. 
1 do not see that this Council can prevent a periodical 
from taking an advertisement. 

The President : It is really commending and suppor¬ 
ting the resolution passed at the last Council meeting. 
That is what the resolution is intended to convey. Mr. 
Mulvey : That is alright. 


The Secretary read the following letter from the 
Royal Sanitary Institute, dated Nov. 28tb, 1919 :— 

Congress at Birmingham , July 10th to 24 th 1920. 

Sir,—The Royal Sanitary Institute have accepted an 
invitation from the City Council of Birmingham to hold 
their 31st Congress and Exhibition in that town from 
July 19th to 24tb, 1920. 

The work of the Congress in the advancement of 
Sanitary knowledge is closely related to the progress of 
important centres of population, and the various 
meetings afford an opportunity for the representatives 
of Sanitary Authorities to discuss the many problems 
arising in Municipal and Public Health Administration. 
The Exhibition held in connection with the Congress 
enables them also to see and compare recent Sanitary 
Appliances, and to note those approved by Committee 
of Experts. 

The Sanitary administration and practice of the 
centre in which the Congress is held, and the various 
Municipal undertakings are also brought under notice 
of those attending the Meeting. 

The Institute trust that your Council will appoint 
Delegates to the Congress : and if you will forward to 
me on the enclosed form the names of the Delegates so 
appointed, full information respecting the Meeting will 
be sent to them. 

The Subscription for copy of Proceedings and Ticket 
for the Congress is £1 Is. for each delegate appointed ; 
this payment includes all the privileges of the Congress. 
Delegates will also be supplied at the Meeting with 
abstracts of the Papers to be read in the Sections and 
Conferences. This arrangement has been found most 
advantageous in securing a practical and useful dis¬ 
cussion.—I am, Sir, Yours faithfully, 

(sd.) E. White Wallis, Secretary.” 

The President : I notice that the National dealt 
with this matter last night, and decided to send two 
representatives. Is it the wish of this Council that a 
delegate or delegates should be sent to this Congress in 
July 1 

Dr. Bradley : Might we be informed of the procedure 
in the past ? 

The President : Last year no delegate was sent. 

Mr. Coleman : I should like to propose that two 
delegates be sent this year. 

Mr. Wharam : I second that. (The resolution was 
put and carried.) 

The President: The next point is, who are the 
delegates to be ? 

Dr. Share-Jones : I beg to move that General 
Blenkinsop be asked to attend. 

Dr. Bradley : And the President who is in office for 
the time being. 

Dr. Share-Jones : Yes. 

The resolution appointing the President in Office for 
the time being ana General Blenkinsop as delegates 
was carried.. 

The Secretary : I have received a letter from the 
Ministry of Labour Appointments Department, which 
was unfortunately crowded out of the business of the 
Examination Committee yesterday. Briefly it asks the 
question of this College as to the number of veterinary 
students which it is estimated the profession can absorb 
in the next few years without economic waste. It is a 
matter which will require careful consideration. 

The President : Would it be desirable to refer this 
to Mr. Garnett and myself 1 Mr. Garnett is represent¬ 
ing the Council on the Grants Committee, which is 
sitting very frequently. I happen to be your represent¬ 
ative in the North on the Interviewing Board which sits 
at Leeds. Would you agree to leave it to Mr. Garnett 
along with myself to deal with this matter ? 
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Mr. Carter : I have much pleasure in proposing 
that the President and Mr. Garnett be appointed to 
deal with the matter.—Mr. Banham : I second that. 

Dr. Share-Jones : I must raise an objection to a 
matter of such importance being referred for the con¬ 
sideration of only two Members of the Council. The 
letter, as far as I can gather from what Mr. Bullock 
said, is an extremely important document, and it is 
really too grave a matter to commit to any two individual 
members. The matter should be discussed either by 
this Council or by a very substantial Committee of this 
Council. 

Mr. Garnett : Might I explain the matter ? This 
came before the Council months ago and was thoroughly 
gone into. All the schools were circularised as to the 
number of students that they could take, and this is 
practically a repetition of the information then given. 
It is nothing more or less than that. I might mention 
that at the present time, in the report that has just been 
issued on the clean milk supply, the Committee twice 
over deplore the fewness of veterinary surgeons ; and in 
that Report they make the fewness of the qualified men 
as the excuse for there not being sufficient qualified men 
to take up the whole-time positions which they would 
recommend. It is practically a confirmation of what 
has already been passed by this Council. 

Mr. Gaiger : May I ask Mr. Garnett if the number 
of students that the Colleges can take determines the 
number that the profession can absorb ? because recent 
experience teaches us that some of the schools are willing 
to take as many students as they can possibly crowd in, 
irrespective of any consideration for the students. 1 
certainly think that we should go into this matter now 
and not leave it over. 

Colonel Brittlebank : Mr. Garnett has referred to 
this reiterated remark, which seems to have become a 
habit in Government Departments and Select Commit¬ 
tees, that there is a shortage of veterinary surgeons. I 
am quite sure that Mr. Garnett did not intend to convey 
what might be gathered from the report of the remarks 
he let fall, i.e., that we associate ourselves with their 
conclusions that there is a shortage. We are most dis¬ 
tinctly of opinion that it is an opinion in official circles 
which has no foundation whatever, and that if they will 
only give us the openings, ample veterinary surgeons 
will be found. 

The President : I think Mr. Garnett did that more 
as a reason for the argument he brought up here. 

Dr. Share-Jones : The only point I raise is that this 
question is a matter of very great importance. It is 
important enough to appoint a Committee, and a very 
substantial Committee, to give due consideration to it, 
so that every aspect of the question may be discussed. 
It is perfectly obvious that on the points which have 
been raised there are serious differences of opinion. I 
move that the letter be referred to a special Committee. 

The President : I suggest the Examination Com¬ 
mittee. That is the Committee which should deal with 
this. 

Dr. Share-Jones : The Examination Committee if 
you like. I move that it be dealt with by the Examina¬ 
tion Committee. 

Mr. Burt : If the statement that Mr. Garnett has 
made, that this has already been answered, is correct, is 
it not rather futile to appoint a Committee to decide 
now whether the answer was correct, if they have 
received an answer to this communication ? If this is 
a second inquiry asking for a reply it is entirely useless 
to discuss the matter if they have already had a reply. 

Colonel Brittlebank : May we have the letter read 
in extenso 1 

The President : I think it would be better to have 
the letter read. 


The Secretary read the following letter :— 

u Ministry of Labour (Appointments Department). 

St. Ermin’s Hotel, Caxton Street, S.W., 1. 

18th December, 1919. 

To the Secretary, R.C.V.S., 

10, Red Lion Square, W.C., 1. 

Sir,—I am directed by the Controller to seek the 
advice of your College on certain questions which have 
arisen in connection with the Government Training 
Grants Scheme for ex-Officers of H.M. Forces and men 
of similar educational qualifications ; grants as you are 
doubtless aware, are being made under this scheme to 
ex-Officera who wish to enter the Profession of Veterin¬ 
ary Surgeon. Three main points call for consideration. 

1. Number of Students required to restore the Pro¬ 
fession to its pre-war basis. 

It would appear, from informal communications 
which have passed between your College and officers of 
this Department, that in order to restore the profession 
as represented by the members of your College to its 
pre-war basis, 608 Btudents should at the present time 
(or within a very short period) be engaged in preparation 
for the recognised professional qualification. I am to 
ask if you would be so good as to state whether your 
College agrees to this figure as a general basis of 
computation. 

2. Number of Students required in view of possi 
bility of post-war expansion or contraction of the 
profession. 

I am further to enquire whether, if this figure is ap¬ 
proximately accurate, it represents the maximum 
number of recruits whom the Profession is likely to be 
able to accommodate within the next few years without 
economic waste, or whether your College considers it 
probable that the openings for remunerative employ¬ 
ment in your Profession are likely to be more or less 
numerous than before the War, and if so, for what 
reasons and to what extent. General Asquith believes 
that your College considers that even before the War 
this Profession was under-manned, but he would be 
glad of a considered opinion upon this point. 

S. Numhn' to whom Grants should be given, estimated 
in the light of para. 1 above , and of the numbers 
who may be expected to qualify with Government 
assistance. 

The estimate arrived at under para. 1 supra represents 
not the number of applicants for or recipients of State 
assistance, but the total number of recruits which it is 
estimated that the profession is able to absorb with 
benefit to the Nation and to the individual. It is clearly 
necessary to attempt to compute, and to deduct from 
this total, the number of those who are likely to be able 
to obtain professional qualification without State assist¬ 
ance, before we can determine the number of ex-Service 
students towards whose training the expenditure of 
public money may be justified. 

At the present time the number of Grants made to 
students of the profession of Veterinary Surgeon is 194. 

I am to ask if your College (having regard to the 
normal rate of increase in the profession and to the 
present domestic circumstances of young men who 
ordinarily enter the profession, and to any information 
which may be in your possession as to the supply of 
students at the present moment) will be so good as to 
suggest any limit to the number of grants winch should 
be made within the total number of recruits for whom, 
when qualified, it is estimated under para. 2 supra that 
opportunities for remunerative employment are likely 
to arise.—I am, Sir, Your obedient Servant, 

(sd.) F. J. Bullen, Assistant Controller. 11 
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Dr. .Share-Jones : May I ask which Government 
Department that comes from 1 

The Secretary : The Ministry of Labour, Appoint¬ 
ments Department. 

Dr. Share-Jones : Is there any explanation of the 
fact that so far as the learned professions are concerned 
we are the only profession that is dealt with by the 
Ministry of Labour 1 The other learned professions are 
dealt with by the Ministry of Education. 

Mr. Thatcher (solicitor): They are dealt with by 
the Ministry of Labour too. 

Dr. Share-Jones: I simply ask if the Council is 
aware of that. A lot of gentlemen here shake their 
heads, and I assume that they contend that that is not a 
fact. I can give it to you as a statement of fact that of 
all the professions represented in the Universities of 
this country—and they are pretty nearly all represented 
in the Universities—we are the only one which is dealt 
with by the Ministry of Labour. 

Mr. Garnett : Nonsense. 

Dr. Share-Jones : You contend that that is wrong ? 

Mr. Garnett : Absolutely. 

Mr. Thatcher (Solicitor): If you will take it from 
m&I can tell you that the Solicitors are dealt with also. 

The President : And the Dentists and Chemists. 

Dr. Share- J ones : I am extremely pleased indeed that 
our solicitor has mentioned that example, because it 
illustrates, and illustrates very aptly, the point which I 
wish to lay very seriously before this Council. I am a 
member of one or two of these Committees and I obtained 
a ruling from the Chairman of a Committee on this 
question of law. It may be information, even to Mr. 
Thatcher, that the ruling is as follows If the boy is 
engaged as a clerk in a solicitor's office where he is 
purely a clerk he remains under the Ministry of Labour, 
but if he desires to take out a course in law in a Uni¬ 


versity or in a College of University rank his case must 
be transferred to the Ministry of Education. That is 
the ruling. Mr. Thatcher shakes his head, but I make 
that statement in public for what it is worth. It is the 
ruling given by the Chairman of the Committee, Lord 
Kenyon, on official advice given to him at the time. I 
was present, and that is the ruling I received. The 
point is this. We can go through the other categories 
of men and our men are classified amongst the artisans. 

Sir Stewart Stockman : Why not ? 

The President : It is headed r ‘ Professional” 

Dr. Share-Jones : Yes. We are a profession which 
has been fighting, and fighting tremendously, for the 
dignity of our profession. I do not know who is respon¬ 
sible for this, but I consider that the step which has 
been taken—a step which has meant the removal of our 
men from the category of the learned professions to the 
category of the industries—has been absolutely disas¬ 
trous to the dignity of the profession. Not only that, 
but Binee I am on my feet I will go further; it has been 
a step which has operated to the financial disadvantage 
of veterinary students as compared with students m 
other branches of learning. I will say no more, because 
this matter is being championed at a centre where, if not 
here, the interests of veterinary students are very much 
at heart, I assure you, and also the future and dignity 
of the profession. At the place which I represent our 
students rub shoulders with students in these other 
branches. I am talking about things which I know and 
which I have experienced every day since these schemes 
have been put into operation. They are living under 
precisely the same conditions of life and expenditure as 
the Btudents of medicine, law, engineering, and so on in 
the University, and yet there is this great distinction 
made between veterinary students and others. Dentists 
were mentioned here as another exception. That is not 
the case. A dentist who is taking a course in the Uni¬ 
versity is dealt with by the Ministry of Education and 


receives his grant on the scale of the Ministry of Educa¬ 
tion and not on the scale of the Ministry of Labour. 

Mr. Garnett : I do not know that this matter arises 
on this letter, but I should like, if I may be allowed to 
do so, absolutely to contradict practically the whole of 
what Dr. Share-Jones has stated. They are not facte 
which he has stated. The veterinary profession is 
dealt with by the Ministry of Labour. Solicitors, bar¬ 
risters, dentists, architects, chemists, engineers—are they 
not learned professions ?—are dealt with also by the 
Ministry of Labour—every one of them. 

The President : In the Appointments Department 1 

Mr. Garnett : Yes. 

Dr. Share-Jones : I am very glad indeed we have 
had this discussion with the press present, because every 
word which I have said here I am prepared to substan¬ 
tiate with actual facte,—not here, but afterwards if 
necessary. The matter, I may tell you, is being taken 
up in quarters where representations have been made 
by students who are directly affected by the question 
which I have raised. I stand by all that I have said. 

Mr. Garnett : As this matter has been raised, and 
may be raised again in the future, I should like to say 
that it will be to the detriment of our profession if we 
were transferred to the Board of Education. I can tell 
you that the financial considerations as between one 
and the other are incomparably in favour of being under 
the Ministry of Labour. 

The President : The thing the Council has to decide 
now is, do you desire this letter to be referred to the 
Examination Committee ? • 

Col. Brittlebank : There is one matter on which I 
should like to ask for information. There is an esti¬ 
mate given in that letter from the Ministry of Labour 
of the deficiency in numbers of our profession—I gath¬ 
ered it to be 608. 

The President : Do you not think it would be better 
to go into this in Committee and report on it to the 
Council % 

Col. Brittlebank : I do not think there is any Ques¬ 
tion about the Committee being appointed is there i 

The President : No, it has been moved and seconded. 

Col. Brittlebank : With your permission, I would 
like to ask this question. These people say that they 
have gathered this information irom informal commu¬ 
nications. That is stated in the letter. 

The President : Yes, that is right. 

Col. Brittlebank : And that is where they get their 
number from : is that correct 1 

The President : That is correct—informally. 

Col. Brittlebank : Is that the way in which business 
is done 1 Did you make informal communications 1 

Mr. Garnett : No. 

The Secretary : Perhaps I may give an explanation 
in answer to that question. This is now the formal 
communication. 

Col. Brittlebank : I quite gather that. I am sorry 
I should be so dense, but what I am unable to gather is 
why the basis of that communication, which is the 
restoration of the original working basis of the profession, 
shall we say, and the estimation of the working basis, 
should be worked out on their statement from informal 
communications. 

A Member : That is a letter that has gone round to 
everybody. 

Col. Brittlebank : If that is correct I say we should 
put it right so that there should be no informal commu¬ 
nications. 

Sir Stewart Stockman : I am not quite sure that 
we are not getting at cross-purposes. I remember being 
asked to attend a meeting, an informal meeting, to dis¬ 
cuss this question, and I think members of this profession 
have been asked to informal meetings to give various 
Committees information for what it was worth ; and J 
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take it that this is now the formal communication. I 
attended one meeting at the very beginning as to whether 
the thing should go on or not, and I must say I pressed 
the people who were present there to go on with the 
matter, and provide grants for officers to enable them to 
join the veterinary profession. I know at the time I 
was asked the question : Do you think the veterinary 

g rofession is one which can absorb a considerable num- 
er of members ?—and I said “ certainly.” I was quite 
entitled to say that. That was about a year ago. These 
were all informal communications before they decided 
whether they would do anything or whether they would 
not, and I think as Mr. Bullock says this is probably 
the formal communication based on the information 
that every Department has to get before it goes in to 
the matter. 

Dr. Share-Jones : Do you tell this Council that you 
approached by the Government Department 1 
Sir Stewart Stockman : No. 

Dr. Share*Jones : Do you saj that you were ap¬ 
proached, being a Government official, to convene an in¬ 
formal meeting 1 

Sir Stewart Stockman : No. 1 protest against any 
snch thing being attributed to me. I would like you, 
sir, to rule this sort of thing out of order. 

The President : Yes. Dr. Share-Jones has spoken 
twice, and I do not think be should speak any more on 
the point. 

Dr. Shabe-Jones : We are dealing with an important 
matter and I think I am entitled to speak on a question 
of fact. 

The President : Have you any proposition to make. 
Col. Brittlebank, or were you simply asking a question ? 

Col. Brittlebank : I was simply asking a question 
for information. I do not want to raise any controver¬ 
sial point, but what I want to know is : Does that en¬ 
quiry which is addressed to us ask whether the informa¬ 
tion they have got is correct or not 1 
The President : It is addressed to us; it is addressed 
to the Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, and you have heard the contents of the letter. 
The question now is : Should the contents of this letter 
be discussed in full by a committee and gone into in de¬ 
tail and then a report be made to this Council 1 I think 
that is the proper way of dealing with it. I will put 
that resolution if you will allow me. 

Mr. Ban ham : May I mention that I happen to be 
this Council’s representative on Branch No. 9, and that 
those questions nave been asked me as your representa¬ 
tive there, and my answer was that each of our schools 
could take in as many students as they like to send, and 
I suppose that is the correct answer to give. 

Mr. Burt : No, certainly not 
Mr. Mulvey : That iB exactly how the numbers have 
been arrived at. 

Mr. Banham : I do not suppose there is any limit to 
any of the schools as far as I know. 

Mr. Burt : They do not ask what number of students 
the schools can take ; they ask what number the profes¬ 
sion can absorb. 

Mr. Banham : They asked me personally what num¬ 
ber of students the schools could take, and I said they 
were quite open to take as many students as they liked 
to send. 

The President : We have a resolution before us that 
this letter shonld be referred to the Examination Com¬ 
mittee, and I will put it. 

Prof. Craig : May I not speak I 
Dr. Shabe-Jones : I move that Prof. Craig be heard. 
The President : Do you wish to speak to the resolu¬ 
tion ? 

Mr. Garnett : I propose that Prof. Craig be heard. 
The President : If he speaks to the resolution it is 
quite in order for him to do so. 


Prof. Craig : I do not know that what I want to say 
applies to the resolution at all, because I want to raise 
a question that affects the Assessment Committee on 
the other side. The problem that is involved in that 
letter is a very difficult one, and it is one which I on my 
part have been unable to answer in a satisfactory man¬ 
ner. I have been asked by the Assessment Committee 
in Dublin, of which I am a member, as to the number 
of students or the number of prospective members that 
can be absorbed easily into the profession, and I have 
been unable to give an answer. The result is this, that 
on the other side, the'consideration of applications from 
students as been in abeyance for some time, and no 
grants are being given now. I do not know what is 
being done on this side, but I think if grants are being 
stopped they should be stopped all over at once instead 
of being continued on one side and stopped on the 
other. 

Mr. Burt : Another injustice to Ireland ! 

The President ; This will all be taken into consider¬ 
ation in the discussion of the matter at the Examination 
Committee. 

Gen. Blenkinsop : I would like to propose that a 
special committee be appointed to consider this instead 
of the Examination Committee. There is a statement in 
the letter that 608 members can be absorbed into this 
profession. I would like to say this as the representa¬ 
tive of the employers of probably the largest number of 
whole-time veterinary surgeons, namely my department 
of the War Office, that we have never been consulted as 
to how many officers we are going to have. There are 
many points raised in this letter that have not, I consi¬ 
der, been fully thought out. They have got a school in 
South Africa now which is going to produce students 
which will provide for their own country, and probably, 
from what 1 can hear, provide also for other Colonies. 
The veterinary schools in India have extended their 
term to four years, and the idea there is to do away as 
far as possible witn qualified European veterinary offi¬ 
cers in the Indian Civil Veterinary Department. That 
was the last recommendation made by a committee in 
India about two years ago. I consider that before any 
answer is given to this letter it should be referred, not 
to the Examination Committee, but to a special com¬ 
mittee composed of those who have full knowledge of 
how far the profession will be able to absorb graduates 
in the future. 

The President : We will take that as an amsndment. 

Dr. Share-Jones : I am quite prepared to accept that 
instead of my motion. Mr. Burt : I second that* 

The President : The motion now is that the letter be 
referred to a special committee. 

Mr. Garnett : I want to speak against that We 
have so many committees already, and they are all very 
bigcommittees. 

The President : The Examination Committee is a 
very big committee. 

Mr. Garnett: We have also so little time in which 
to do our work that if a special committee is appointed 
you will get very few to attend. The members appoin¬ 
ted will have to come up from all over the country to 
attend it, and I very strongly think that we should 
throw the work on to a big responsible committee such as 
the Examination Committee. 

The President : I will read out the names of the 
members of the Examination Committee. They are: 
Dr. Bradley, Col. Brittlebank, Mr. Coleman, Prof. Craig, 
Mr. Garnett, Mr. Gofton, Dr. McCall, Sir John M‘Fhd- 
yean, Mr. Mulvey, Dr. Share-Jones, Prof. Shave, Mr. 
Slocock, Sir Stewart Stockman and Mr. Sumner. 

Dr. Share-Jones : I beg to move that Gen. Blenkin- 
sop’a name be added to that committee. 

The President : We cannot do that to-day, but we 
can co-opt him for that purpose. 
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Dr. Sh are- J ones : Put it in this way, that we appoint 
these gentlemen as members of the Committee, with 
power to co-opt not more than six gentlemen if they 
think any gentleman may be of assistance to them in the 
way Gen. Blenkinsop mentioned, so that they will have 
the power to ask him to come. 

Mr. Garnett : May I point out that that would be 
contrary to the bye-laws, because no committee can con¬ 
sist of more than fifteen members, otherwise you have a 
majority as against the Council. 

The President : That is so; and there are already 
fifteen members of the Examination Committee. 

Dr. Share-Jones : We cannot co-opt .names outside 
that limit, but there might be members of the Exami¬ 
nation Committee, and there probably are, who would 
not accept the invitation to serve on this Committee. 

The President : I think it would be much better if 
we appointed a special committee. 

Col. Brittlebank : What are the particular objec¬ 
tions to a special committee ? 

The President •. None at all; I do not see why we 
should not have a special committee for this. 

Sir Stewart Stockman : The only objection is bring¬ 
ing men up specially from all over the country. 

The President : Apparently it is the wish of the 
Council. 

Sir Stewart Stockman : It means that two or three 
men have to do all the work. The other people do not 
come. I can attend myself because I am m London. 

Mr. Mulvby : You usually find that there are just 
sufficient, three or four, to make a quorum. 

The President : It has been moved and seconded 
that this letter be referred to a special Committee. 
Will you please vote on that 

The resolution was then put and carried, 12 voting for 
and six against 

The President : Now will you appoint the special 
Committee 1 

The following names were suggested ’.—General Blen¬ 
kinsop, Mr. Garnett, Dr. Share-Jones, Col. Brittlebank, 
Mr. SiuIvey, Prof. Gaiger, Mr. Male, Sir Stewart 
Stockman, and Sir John M’Fadyean. 

Sir Stewart Stockman : I should be very pleased 
to attend and give evidence before the Committee, but 
things are so difficult at present that I cannot attend as 
a member of the Committee. I am on a great many 
Committees, and I have a great many commitments, 
and I really do not think I can attend any more Com¬ 
mittees as a Committeeman. I will turn up on any 
particular day and give evidence, and will be pleased to 
do so, so that they can have the benefit of my advice for 
what it is worth. 

Mr. Garnett : I also cannot attend meetings of a 
special Committee. It will mean coming up two or 
three times to town, and half the men that are on the 
Committee will not turn up. I am speaking from 
experience. 

Mr. Gaiger : I understand that the business of this 
Committee is entirely to deal with this letter 1 

The President : Yes, and what arises out of it. 


The President : You are on the Committee, so that 
you will be able to raise that point. 

Mr. Garnett : Might I ask if Mr. Gaiger has been 
offered an explanation as to the course that was adopted, 
and will he state that explanation 1 

Mr. Gaiger : I do not remember what it was, but it 
did not satisfy me at the time. 

The President : Cannot the Committee go into this 1 

Dr. Share-Jones : I beg to move that we request 
that Committee not only to consider this letter, but to 
enauire into the relationship between the Ministry of 
Labour and the Ministry of Education in the matter of 
these grants, and to enquire into these questions of fact 
which have been challenged on both sides in this room 
this afternoon, both of which cannot be correct. 

The President : We had better appoint this Com¬ 
mittee first before we go further into that. We will 
appoint the Committee first please. Will you agree to 
this Committee 1 —General Blenkinsop, Mr. Garnett- 

Mr. Garnett : No, my name is not on it. 

The President : Yes, please. 

Dr. Share-Jones : Why should you insist if a gentle¬ 
man wishes to withdraw f If they want to withdraw 
we must allow them to withdraw. 

The President : Certainly. The suggested Commit¬ 
tee is: General Blenkinsop, Colonel Brittlebank, Dr. 
Share-Jones, Mr. Mulvey- 

Mr. Mulvey : No, I shall not stand. 

The President : Prof. Craig, Prof. Gaiger, Mr. Male 
and Sir John M’Fadyean. 

Mr. Carter : I beg to propose that those names con¬ 
stitute the Committee. 

Colonel Brittlebank : Will you put Mr. Banham on 
the Committee 1 

Sir Stewart Stockman : I should like to raise the 
point that you have not the oonsent of gentlemen who 
are not here to serve on that Committee. 

The President : That strikes me also. I am afraid 
we shall have to leave them out, or else appoint a sub¬ 
stitute. Mr. Banham, will you act 1 

Mr. Banham : 1 would rather not. 

Mr. Burt : I do not wish to make any invidious 
suggestion, but I think there is rather a preponderance 
of representatives of the Schools on the Committee who 
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The President : It is in the hands of the Council. 

Mr. Burt : You are ex-offioio on the Committee, I 
suppose 1 

The President : Yes. 

Prof. Craig : I should be very Borry to think that this 
Committee was not a complete one, and I do not think 
it is complete owing to the fact that Mr. Garnett is not 
on it. Mr. Garnett has done a great deal for the pro¬ 
fession and for prospective students in connection with 
the Ministry of labour, and I do not think that we can 
really do without him in a Committee of this nature. 

The President : Blear, hear. 

Prof. Craig : I therefore propose that Mr. Garnett’s 
name be added, and I hope that he will not withdraw 
his consent on this occasion. 


Mr. Gaiger : There is one point I should like to raise 
in regard to it, namely the most extraordinary action 
which has been taken up by the Ministry of Labour. I 
think it is a point which calls for a little enquiry. I had 
a student who was coming to the Glasgow College from 
London ; his case was considered by the Grants Com¬ 
mittee, and this student was told that he could have his 
grant conditional on his joining the London College. 
He therefore withdrew his application to join the 
Glasgow College and had to go to London. It is a most 
extraordinary action. We are crowded out with 
students at Glasgow, and I did not mind losing the 
student* because we do not want any more, but it is the 
principle of the thing that I want to get at. 


Mr. Garnett : May I say, Sir, that I will not under 
any consideration stand for this Committee, or serve on 
it, or have anything to do with it. The whole proceed¬ 
ings here this afternoon are an entire reflection on my¬ 
self, and I therefore cannot have anything to do with it. 
Whether the profession approves of what I have done 
for it with regard to this matter of getting this large 
sum of money for the profession can easily be decided at 
the coming election. I am going to stand for that. 

The Secretary : The names suggested are General 
Blenkinsop, Colonel Brittlebank, Dr. Share-Jones, Pro¬ 
fessor Gaiger, Professor Craig, Mr. Male, Mr. Banham 
and the President. 

The President ; Are there any other nominations, 
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gentlemen? If not, I will pnt the resolution. * (The 
resolution was then put and carried). 

Dr. Share-Jonbs : I beg to move that the names be 
recorded. This is very interesting! Sir Stewart Stock- 
man : I beg to second that. 

Dr. Bradley : I move that we proceed to the next 
business. (This was agreed to). 

Finance Committee. 

The Secretary read the following Report of a Meeting 
held on 9th January 1920. 

The Treasurer submitted his Quarterly Statement 
showing a balance in hand of £576 9*. 2d. and liabilities 
amounting to £891 18*. 5 d. 

It was resolved that the Treasurer’s statement be 
approved, and that he be ordered to pay the liabilities 
shown, together with cheques for petty cash, monthly 
salaries, electric light, subscriptions to periodicals and 
fidelity insurance. 

Hire of Booms .—It was resolved that in view of the 
increased cost of heating, lighting, repairs, etc., the 
charges for the use of rooms at the College be increased 
by 50% as from the 1st April 1920. 

Office Equipment .—The Secretary submitted a state¬ 
ment with regard to the work of the office, and the addi¬ 
tional equipment required. It was resolved that the 
Secretary be authorised to obtain a letter filing cabinet, 
a typewriter and typewriter desk, and a duplicator, the 
total cost not exceeding £75. 

War Memorial .—The following report of the Special 
Sub-Committee was received. 

War Memorial Sub-Committee. 

At a meeting held on Friday, 24th October 1919. 
Present, Mr. J. McKinna (President), in the Chair, 
Messrs. F. W. Garnett, A. Lawson, T. S. Price. 

The Secretary read the reference as followsThat 
the matter of the provision of a Memorial be referred to 
a Sub-Committee consisting of the President and Treas¬ 
urer together with Messrs. Garnett, Lawson, and Price, 
with instructions to report to the next meeting of the 
Finance Committee. 

Various proposals were submitted as to the nature of 
the Memorial, but after discussion it was resolved 
That the decision as to the exact nature of the Memorial 
be deferred until it is known what sum of money will 
be available. That the Council be recommended to 
issue an appeal for funds for the purpose of providing a 
permanent Memorial to the members who have given 
their lives during the recent War. 

It was resolved That recommendation of the Sub- 
Committee be approved as follows That the Council 
be recommended to issue an appeal for funds for the 
purpose of providing a permanent memorial to the mem¬ 
bers who have given their lives during the recent war. 

It was further resolved 1. That a record of the names 
of those who have fallen in the recent war be inscribed 
on a mural tablet. 2. That if sufficient funds are avail¬ 
able the Library and Museum should be reconstructed 
by the provision of an additional storey. 3. That it be 
left to a sub-committee to draft a circular of appeal to 
be issued to the profession at the earliest possible mo¬ 
ment. 

Quinquennial Valuation. It was resolved That the 
President and Treasurer be authorised to take the neces¬ 
sary steps to safeguard the interests of the College in 
the matter of the forthcoming quinquennial valuation. 


The President : In moving the adoption of the Re¬ 
port : I should like to say that I trust the response of the 

g rofession to the appeal will be so generous that we shall 
e able to erect a memorial worthy of the occasion. The 
carrying out of the Committee’s suggestions depends on 
the response of the profession to the appeal, and we hope 
it will be very generous. 


Mr. Price seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

Registration Committee. 

The Secretary read the following report of a meeting 
held an Thursday, January 8th, 1920 :— 

Cases. F. W. Chamberlain, Member, conduct. The 
complainant in this case, Mr. J. Stow Young, and Mr. F. 
W. Chamberlain appeared before the Committee and 
the complaint and the defence were read. Each member 
was interrogated as to the facts, and they were then 
asked to.withdraw. 

It was resolved, that from the evidence before the 
Committee there was no case of professional misconduct, 
but that it is regrettable that Mr. Chamberlain should 
have put up his plate in Sutton until after Mr. J. Stow 
Young returned from military service. 

F. K. Hen ton. Member. Advertising. This member 
appeared in answer to a charge of advertising. He sta¬ 
ted that he previously submitted his resignation as a 
member of the College. He repeated his desire to resign. 
He offered no further explanation of the advertisements, 
and stated that he did not intend to practise in future. 

It was resolved that Mr. F. K. Henton’s resignation 
be accepted, and that his name be removed accordingly 
from the Register of Veterinary Surgeons. 

Twelve other cases were considered by the Committee. 
In three it was resolved that there was no case for action; 
in two cases of advertising disclaimers were received and 
accepted ; in one case the Secretary was instructed to 
communicate with a member in regard to the circulars 
issued by his son ; three cases were deferred for further 
enquiry ; it was resolved that a cautionary notice should 
be sent in a case of employing unqualified assistants ; 
in a further case the Solicitor reported that the offence 
complained of had been discontinued; while in the last 
case correspondence was submitted, including a letter 
from Messrs. Hewlett and Sons, offering to withdraw 
the names of members attached to testimonials, and it 
was resolved that the offer be accepted. 

Correspondence was received and the Secretary was 
instructed as to the replies to be sent 

Applications for Restoration . An application was 
received from Mr. W. J. Moran for the restoration of 
his name to the Register, it having been removed by 
order of Council under Section 6 of the Act. It was re¬ 
solved to recommend that the name of Mr. W. J. Moran 
be restored to the Register of Veterinary Surgeons. 

An application was received for the restoration of the 
name of Mr. E. J. Sewell it having been removed by 
order of Council under Section 6 of that Act It was 
resolved that this case be deferred until the Council 
meeting to be held in October. 

N B. Mr. W. J. Mulvey took no part in the delibera¬ 
tions on this case). 

Standing Counsel . The Solicitor submitted the 
names of two gentlemen for the post of Standing Coun¬ 
sel to the College and it was resolved to recommend 
That Mr. Robert Fortune be appointed Standing Coun¬ 
sel to the College. 

On the motion of Col. Brittlebank, seconded by Dr. 
McCall the report was adopted. 

Mr. Garnett : Is there a quorum present ? 

The President : No. Mr. Moran's name cannot be 
restored as there is not a quorum present at the meet¬ 
ing. 

(To be concluded.) 


At Bristol Kennel Club Show in December there was 
a litter of three puppies, the mother of which was a wire- 
haired fox terrier, wnile it was alleged that the sire was 
a fox, which had been brought up as her companion.— 
The Live Stock Journal . 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1920. in each case the amount is 
£1 Is. Od. except where otherwise indicated* 

Malcolm, J., Birmingham 
Maguire, J., Liverpool 
Malvisi, A., London N. 


Abson, J., Maj. Sheffield 
Aston, W. F., Capt. r.a.v.c. 
Baird, A., Maj. Edinburgh 
Baker, A., Bansha, Co. Tip. 
Baker, E. W. Wimborne 
Barlow, M., Bray, 

Co. Wicklow 
Barry, W. E, Capt. r.a.v.c. 
Beeson, S., Hereford 
Bell, J. G., Carlisle 
Bevan, L. E.W., Salisbury, 
Rhodesia 

Blackburn, J., Masham, 

Yorks. 

Bloye, P. W., Plymouth 
Bogue, T. G. S., Dublin 
Bond, R. E., Brighouse, 

Yorks. 

* Chambers, S., Hudders¬ 
field, £2 2s. 
Craig, J. F« Dublin 
Down, A. J., Peverhill 
Elam, C. W., Liverpool 
Evans. Griffith, Bangor 
Forwell, D., Towcester 
Freeman, R. B., Dublin 
Gair, G.. Dingwall 
Giblin. M. T., Rochdale 
Gilruth, J. A., Prof. 

Fort Darwin, Aust. 
Godwin, G. W., Maj. 

R.A.V.C. 

Gregg, J., Belfast 
Grey, W., Ilford 
Hayes, K., Sherburn-in- 
Elmet 

Hoadley, B., W. Hartlepool 
Hickes, R. J., Market 

Weighton 

Houston, W. F., Paisley 
Hoyland, P. E., Rotherham 
Hughes, H. T., Oswestry 
Hunting, U. S., Sunderland 
Johnson, E. G. Sheffield 
Jolliffe, C. H. H., Lyming- 
ton 

Jones, H. D., Peckham.S.E. 
Jones, T. E., Liverpool 
Kerr, Finlay, Dublin 
Lamont, W. S., Cookstown 
Co. Tyrone 
Lawrence, C. J. Rm 

Baghdad 

Leese, A. S., Stamford 
Ludlow, T., Mansfield 
McCrea, J. H., London¬ 
derry 

Adams, A. S., Dursley 
Allen, J. J., Tunstall 
Anderson, W., Keith 
Ascott, W., Bideford 
Atkinson, T. S., Douglas, 
I. of M. 

Balden, J., Stockfield-on- 
Tyne 

Baxter, J. It, Lechlade 
Bennett, J. H., Romford 
Bennett, R., Romford 


Mason, F. E., Cairo, Egypt 
Mason, H., Cairo, Egypt 
Moore,W. J., London, S.W. 
Morgan, E., Venezela, S. A. 
Mulvey, W. J. London, 
S.W. 

Mulvey, W. S., Chelmsford 
Murray, R.. Rugeley 
Over, A., Rugby 
Over, R. H. H., Rugby 
Parks, E. W., Welling¬ 
borough 

Patrick, W. C., Mullingar 
Pawlett, F. W., Bootham 
Phillips, R. L., Lough¬ 
borough 

Poles, J. H„ Whittlesea 
Pope, H. J. R., London W. 
Quirke, T. F., Lahore India 
Reynard, J. G., Perth 
Richardson, U. F., Uganda 
Protectorate 

Robb, A., Junr. Glasgow 
Robb, A., Glasgow 
Robb, W., Glasgow 
Sayer, E., Newport 
Scott, R., Hawick 
Skues, F. M., Bethlehem, 
O.F.S., S. A. 
Smith, J., Capt. r.a.v.c. 
Snodgrass, A., Strabane 
Soulsby, J., Cockermouth 
Spruell, J., Manchester 
Stevens, W. S., Swaythling 
Stordy. R. J., Col. d.s.o. 
Sutherland, £>., Thurso, 
N.B. 

Sutton, G., London 
Tate, J. M., Transvaal, S.A. 
Taylor, F. W., Wexford, 

Ireland 

Taylor, H., Haywards 

Heath 

Urmson, J.. Bolton 
Ware, F., Epping 
Wharam, S., Leeds 
Williams, E. W., Dolgelly 
* Woodland, P. F.. Capt., 
R.A.Y.O., 1917-20-21-22 
£4 4s. 

Yates, G., Harrow 


£96 12 0 


Jan. 7th . 

Bibbey, H., Winsford 
Billinghurst, H. W., Alres- 
ford 

Blackhurst, C., Preston 
Blackwell, W. E., Towces¬ 
ter 

Blampied, T. le Q., Swin¬ 
don 

Blanchard, S. J., Salisbury 
Bloxsome, G. W., Capt. 

R.A.V.C. 


Bovett, E. W. } Bridgwater 
Brooksbanks, A. S., With- 
ington, Manchester 
BrowD, J., Invergordon 
Bryden, R., London 
Buscombe, J., Stroud 
Buxton, J. B., London, S.E. 
Carless, F. J., Mooi River, 
Natal 

Carless, J. R., Shrewsbury 
Carter, F. L., London, E.C. 
Caton, H. W., London, E. 
Cave, T. W., Prof. Wye 
Chambers, T., Dudley 
Coleman, J. C., Swindon 
Condell. T. D., Kilkenny 
Cormacfc, J. L., Coventry 
Crawford, W., Leeds 
Crowhurst, C., Bodmin 
Cunningham, J. A., Guild¬ 
ford 

Dale, W., Coventry 
Davidson, J., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne 

Dixon, J.,Blaydon-on-Tyne 
Dowland, K. J. 

Edwards, F. G., Chester 
Edwards, W. T., Neath 
Forsyth, A. B., Cannock 
Foster, A. N., Major, 

R.A.V.C. 

Gaunt, J. C., Leeds 
Gibbings, G. H., Tavistock 
Gibson, G. E., Oakham 
Gibson, H., Kendall 
Gillard, F. C., Folkestone 
Golledge, H. C.D., London. 
Gorman, J., Shorncliffe 
Gray 2 H., London, S.W. 
Harris, G. 8., Hailsham 
Hazel ton, W. C., Bucking¬ 
ham 

Heelis, L. W., Capt, 

R.A.V.C. 

Hiles, H. B., Worcester 
Hobday, F. T. G., London 
Hogben, T. F., Canterbury 
Hogg, T., Capt., R.A.V.C. 
Howard, P. »., Wanstead 
Hudson, R., Retford 
Hughes, R., Oswestry 
Hughea W., Caerwys 
Ison, W. E., Atherstone 
Jackson, J. J. R., London. 
King, G. E., Abingdon 
Kirk, W., London, W. 
Lake, R. G. J., Asliby-de- 
la-Zouch 

Lawson, A., Manchester 
Lawson, J., Timperley 
Little, W. L., Capt. 

R.A.V.C. 

Logan, A. P., Ballyclare 
McKinna, J.. Huddersfield 
McKinna, W. R., 

Huddersfield 
Makinson, C. W., Capt. 

R.A.V.C. 

Marriott, S. J., 

Northampton 
Martin, J., senr.. 

Wellington 
Masterman, S. G., 

Huntingdon 


Mathias, A. S., Capt. 

R.A.V.C. 
Matthews, G. T., London. 
Maynard, W. S., Romsey 
Morgan, C., Dover 
Mills, J. E., Caersws 
Miller, J. E., Dovercourt 
Mitchell, T. M., 

Sunderland 
Morrow, J. W., Coleraine 
Murison, R. E. Capt. 

R.A.V.C. 
Parsons, C. F., Cheltenham 
Paton, J., St Albans 
Perkins, P., Hastings 
Porritt, A., Preston 
Price, T. S„ London 
Reeks, H. C., Spalding 
Renfrew, A., Broadway, 
Worcester 

Roberts, G. A., Church 
Stretton 

Roberts, H. H,, 

Leatherhead 
Robinson, M., Barnsley 
Richardson, W. L., 

Wadebridge 

Ringer, E., Leamington 
Spa 

Shawcross, C. F., ^Ca^t. 

Shepherd, J. H., Guildford 
Simpson, P. J., 

Maidenhead 
Slocock, S. H., Hounslow 
Smith, T. E., Market 

Rasen 

Spurgeon, C. H., Petworth 
Stableforth, W. P., 

Honiton 

Stokes, W. P., Wanstead 
Tailby, M. C., Birmingham 
Thornton, F.J., Dorchester 
Trewin, F. T.. Watford 
Tutt, J. B., Winchester 
Varney, J., Winslow 
Vaisey, T. L., Bromley 

Kent 

Veitch, A., Weston-super- 
Mare 

Wagstaffe, W. J., 

Macclesfield 
Wallace, E., Capt. 

R.A.V.C. 

Wallis, W. D., Barnet 
West, E. A., London,W.C. 
White. M. E., Petersfield 
Whitehead, G., Batley 
Whyte, J. M., Tenbury 
Wilson, P., Lanark 
Winkup,S.A., Montgomery 
Woods, JE. E., Manchester 
Woods, J. S., Parkstone 
Wooster, B. E., High 

Wycombe 

Worrow, H. H., 

S hid well, E. 
Previously acknow¬ 
ledged £96 12 0 


Jan . 14th. 


£227 17 0 
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Cruelty to a horse—Corporation Employees 
fined. 

Before Mr. R. Salsbury and Mr. R. T. Billing at the 
Guildford Borough Bench, Fred Browning, Corporation 
Farm, Slyfield, was summoned for causing a horse to be 
illtreated by allowing it to be worked in an unfit stute, 
and Sidney Gaff, Slyfield Green, was summoned for 
working the horse. 

Mr. A. D. Jenkins, (Town Clerk) defended. 

Inspector W. White, R.S.P.C.A., said he saw a black 
mare attached to a four-wheeled waggon loaded with 
manure in Guildford market. It was lame, and he told 
Gaff so. Defendant said “She hop9, but she always 
does.” The horse was aged. The same afternoon ne 
saw Browning, who said he knew the horse was lame, 
but he had his work to do, and if they wanted it done 
they would have to supply better horses. The animal 
was quite unfit for work. In cross-examination, witness 
said he was of opinion that the horse suffered pain. He 
knew the horse had been to the farrier’s to be shod. He 
would have stopped it on its way to the farrier’s without 
a load. 

Det.-Sgt. Bias and William Grist also gave evidence. 


John A. Cunningham, veterinary inspector, said the 
mare was considerably over 20 years of age. Her con¬ 
dition was fair for an old animal. She was very lame 
on the off fore, and. unfit for any work. The lameness 
was not caused by side-bone. Cross-examined : Horses 
coming from the farrier’s occasionally walked lamely. 

Mr. Jenkins said the Council would be the last to 
allow animals to suffer by working on the streets. Be¬ 
cause an animal was lame it was not necessarily suffer¬ 
ing. It had been to the farrier’s, and had picked up a 
load at the market on the way back. To say the ser¬ 
vants of the Council had been guilty of ill-treating the 
animal seemed to be putting the matter very high. 

Mr. Salsbury said the Bench were satisfied it was a 
bad case. Browning would be fined £2 and Gaff 10/— 
The Surrey Advertiser. 


Veterinary Fees. 

At a representative meeting of veterinary surgeons 
held in Glasgow, it was resolved that a substantial in¬ 
crease be made in all fees and charges in order to bring 
the remuneration of the veterinary surgeon into keeping 
with the present high cost of living. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Period. 

Rabies. 

Cases 

Confrmd 

T*Tj2 
S .2 g 
o -o< 

Anthrax 

Foot- 

and-Mouth 

Disease. 

Glanders, f 

Parasitic 

Mange. 

Sheep 

Scab. 

lb) 

Swine Fever. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(a) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

lb) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(") 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(ft) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(a) 

Slaugh - 
tered. • 

Gt. BRITAIN. 

Week ended Jan. 10 

/ 1919 

Corresponding 1 1Qlfi 

week in j }»}? 

1 


8 

11 

5 

135 



161 

334 

36 

48 

9 

2 


3 

5 

20 

4 

6 

23 

4 

64 

1 

1 

188 

145 

07 

409 

304 

148 

17 

28 

36 

14 

21 

42 

6 

8 

18 

Total for 2 weeks, 1920 

/ 1918 

Corresponding J 1(n7 

period in { g” 

l 


20 

25 

12 

448 

2 

2 

315 

034 

67 

101 

32 

10 

1 

8 

13 

40 

9 

16 

43 

4 

64 

1 

1 

2 

1 

377 

306 

148 

826 

665 

342 

39 

50 

59 

40 

43 

85 

21 

14 

34 


a) Confirmed, (b) Reported by Local Authorities. t Conn ties affeoted, animals attaoked :— 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Jan. IB, 1920 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 


IRELAND. Week ended Jail. 3. 
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Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland. (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Jan. 5, 1920. 


IRELAND. 

Week ended Jan. 10 

\ 1919 

Corresponding 1 1Q1Q 
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81 

m 

m 

H 

9 

m 

Outbreaks 

7 

1 18 

• da 

1 

■ 


9 

9 
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m 

5 

4 

i 

*8 

28 

Total for 2 weeks, 1920 

Corresponding f 

period in | - 

9 

9 

9 

■ 

■ 

u 

9 

9 

..d 

1 

9 

9 

3 

9 

i 

9 


26 

26 

41 

3 

• •• 

6 

IS 

41 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Jan. 12,1920 
Note.— The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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Re WEIGHT OF CALF AT BIRTH. 

To the Editor of The Veterinary Record 

Dear Sir,—The letter from Mr. Qeo. Eaton in the 
current number of the The Record is interesting—but 
the weight given does not constitute a record. 

On June 27,1916,1 delivered a large red cow (short¬ 
horn type) the property of Mr. Wm. Farmbrough, Leigh¬ 
ton Buzzard, of an intact but dead calf which turned 
the scales at 160 pounds. Had there been no delay in 
obtaining assistance I have no doubt but what the calf 
would have been delivered alive. The cow did well 
afterwards and needed no further attention. 

In the early part of 1914 I delivered the cow of another 
client, of twins (dead) whose combined weight was in 
the rejgion of 190 pounds—If I recollect aright 193 ex¬ 
actly. In this case also earlier attention would probably 
have resulted in live calves. Yours faithfully 

Woburn, Beds. Jan. 11. Charles A. Powell. 


NORTH OF ENGLAND V.M.A. 

A special meeting of Vet. Surgeons was held at the 
Douglas Hotel, Newcastle-on Tyne, on Friday Jan. 9th, 
1920, to discuss and decide upon a minimum scale of 
Professional Fees. In the absence of the President 
(Mr. George Elphick) the chair was taken by Mr. G. R. 
Dudgeon of Sunderland, those present were :—Messrs. 
J. Davidson, H. S. Elphick, T. S. Hunter, Newcastle: 
J. Cameron, Berwick ; T. R. Jarvie, Gateshead ; J. P. 
Isherwood, Blyth ; J. Dixon, Blaydon ; T. Harper, N. 
Irvin, North Shields ; T. Wilkinson, Lanchester ; Chris. 
Taylor, Leadgate ; D. Dudgeon, Fence Houses ; B. Ho- 
adley, West Hartlepool; A. D. Sanderson. Alnwick; 

G. Atkinson, South Shields ; G. M. Mitchell, T. M. 
Mitchell, Sunderland ; and the Hon. Sec. Apologies for 
absence were received from Messrs. G. Elphick, Cor- 
bridge ; H. Peele, Durham: W. Awde, Stockton ; W. A. 
Doughty, Alnwick ; and W. H. Blackburn, South Het- 
ton. 

After a long and careful consideration of the Beale of 
fees suggested at the meeting held on Dec. 12th 1919 
(copies of which had been sent to all members of the 
profession practising in the district) the following scale, 
on the motion of Mr. G. M. Mitchell seconded oy Mr. 

H. S. Elphick was definitely adopted —Scale enclosed. 
The Sec. was instructed to forward copies to all mem¬ 
bers of the profession practising in Northumberland 
and North Durham. A vote of thanks to the Chairman 
concluded the meeting. 

Services. Minimum Fees. 

Advice at surgery 3/6 per telephone 2 6 

Visits within one mile &/-; over one mile add 

per mile one way 2 0 
Night visits (attended between 8 p.m. ana 
6 a.m.) Double fees. 

Examination for soundness (to include certifi¬ 
cate if required) 110 
Attendance at sale and examination for sound¬ 
ness. For each horse, purchased £1 1 0; not 10 6 

Or a minimum of £3 3 0, and expenses 
Examination of horses for Insurance Co. 

At surgery 7/6 ; Away add mileage 
Report as to cause of death 10/6; if post¬ 
mortem made 110 
General post-mortems for clients 10 6 

Certificate 10 6 

Parturition— 

Mares and Cows £110; Sows and Bitches 10 6 

Protracted cases and Anaesthetics extra 
Removing Placenta—Mares £110; "Cows 10 6 

Returning everted Uterus—Cows and Mares 110 


Milk Fever, first visit and necessary attendance 10 6 
Hernias (discretion of operator) 110 

Docking 10/6 ; with Anaesthetic 110 

Anaesthesia, small animals 10/6; larger 110 
If professional assistance 2 2 0 

Castration—Colts, one year 10 6 

„ one to two years 110 

„ two to three 2 12 6 

„ over three 3 3 0 

Rasping horse's teeth 5 0 

Firing and Blistering (Anaesthetics extra) 110 
Inoculations— 

Anti-abortion, first animal 10/6; each addi¬ 
tional animal 2 6 
Mailein Test, one animal £1 1 0; two animals 1 11 6 
Three £1 17 6 ; four and over, each 10 6 


Tuberculin test same as Mallein test 
Except where otherwise stated all above fees 
plus mileage. 

Board for dogs, per day 1/6 ; Treatment extra 

Use of slings, per week 5 0 

Medicines— 

Draughts colic 3/-; Fever 2 6 

Cattle drenches 2/-; Lotions 2 6 

Physic balls, single 1/6 ; per dozen 12 0 

Administering extra 

Powders per dozen 6 0 

Contracts. 

To include necessary attendance and medicine. 

Town contracts—horses, per head, per annum, 

1 to 10 £2 2 0 ; 11 to 25 £1 11 6 ; 26 to 50 
£1 7 6; 51 to 100 110 

Colliery contracts—(Studs of over 50animalsX 
minimum of 12/6 per head, per annum. 

Vaccines and sera, extra in all contracts, mallein tests, 
examinations for soundness. 

T. T. Jack, Hon. Sec. 


Horse v. Tractor. 

The following opinion is from a letter by Edgar L. 
Hudson, a farm foreman on heavy land, in Live Stock 
Journal of Jan. 2nd.:— , 

•‘No doubt the tractor has come to stay, but the stay¬ 
ing of the tractor will mean the still more Bure staying 
of the horse. There is not to-day, and never will be, a 
man-made machine which will— 

1. Shift a load in a bad place like a good cart geld¬ 
ing. 

2. Pull a plough on heavy wet land like a pair of them, 
or, if heavy, three or four of them. 

When a farmer takes delivery of a farm tractor outfit, 
it is secondhand after one day's work, and gets worth 
less money fast When he buys for the same amount of 
money some good, heavy, two, three or four year old 
colts, they earn him money at work, and at six and seven 
years old get a tidy bit more, and they can do what 
tractors cannht, and do it a great deal better than I have 
ever seen tractor work done. 

My experience of tractors is they are, on a great deal 
of land in this country, sunshine, dry-weather guys, and, 
tobe fair, very useful then ; also for belt work and good, 
hard road haulage; but, as a ploughman said to me 
lately, they want a good man and pair of horses “ to get 
ready for 'em, finish up behind 'em, and they don't make 
muck.” 

I think, sir, for many'years it will not be necessary to 
put a horse in Madam Taussaud's or the British Museum 
so that succeeding generations of Britishers shall know 
what they were like. 
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Laurel Leaves as Feeding for Cattle. 

The following is from C. H. Cooper, Cooper HOI, 
Carlow, Dec., 1919, in Farmers Gazette :— 

Sir,—It is a general belief that laurel leaves are pois¬ 
onous to cattle; no doubt, cattle may be poisoned by 
them, especially when turned in fresh on the young 
leaves. We have here an instance that points to the leaf 
as a feeding material in the case of a shrubbery which 
does not contain more than eight acres of open pasture, 
an equal area being covered with common laurel and 
some seven acres of woodland. 

During the summer and early autumn this run was 
barely able to support four farm horses, a nag, and suck¬ 
ling foal, the grass being eaten as low as possible. Early 
ip September fourteen forward stores were turned in, 
and were sold off on November 25th ; these had a few 
turnips and a little hay. On the 26th November twenty 
forward stores were put in which have improved almost 
equally with those placed in stalls. These, like their 
predecessors, showed little inclination to come to the 
shed where turnips and hay were provided, the great 
bulk of the feeding being laurel leaves, which the cattle 
stripped as high as possible ; and they are now compelled 
to take the food provided in the shed. 

It would be interesting to know if others have had 
similar experience where cattle have consumed laurel 
leaves. Perhaps some of those connected with the agri¬ 
cultural colleges could give some information on the 
subject. 


WEST OF SCOTLAND VETERINARY MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 


A meeting of this Association was recently held in the 
Glasgow Veterinary College, Principal Gaiger in the 
chair. 

The chief business on the agenda was the considera¬ 
tion of professional fees and the need for making a sub¬ 
stantial increase in them at once. The meeting approved 
of the following list of minimum fees and cnarges for 
the members of the Association :— 


Visits and mileage charged in all cases exeept where 
otherwise stated. 

Minimum 


Visits within one mile 5/-; after first mile, per 
mile one way 1/6 ; night visits 6 p.m. to 10 
p,m. 7/6 ; 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. 

Sunday visits to fresh cases 
Consultation by letter 5/- ; by ’phone 
Examining animals at the surgery 
Operations Parturition, mares 1 guinea; 

protracted cases H gns.: cows 10/6 ; pro- 
1 tracted cases 1 gn.; sows 10/6 ; bitches 
Removing placenta, mares 10/6; cows 
' Milk fever, udder injection 
Intratracheal injection, calves 1/6 ; horses 
Anti-abortion inoculation 

(Where done free by the County) 
Vaccine or serum inoculation, plus 50 % to 
the cost of the material with a minimum of 
; Hypodermic injections 
Mallein test, plus all the visits (including 
cost of the mallein) 

Tested at Burgery 

Tuberculin test (includes cost of tuberculin) 
First, 7/6 ; Nos. 2 to 9, 3/6 ; 10 to 19, 2/6 ; 
from 20,1/6 

Applicable to mallein where more than 
: one horse is tested. 

Ringing bull (ring extra) 

Docking, foals 5/-; others 


Fees 

10 ( 
7 ( 
2 ( 
2 ( 


1 

1 

2 

3 

10 


Major operations such as tracheotomy, ■ 
trephining, etc. 1 

Umbilical hernia 1 

Scrotal hernia with castration (yearlings) 2 

„ „ „ „ 2 years or over 3 

Returning uterus 
Castrations:—Colts, under two years (mileage 
optional) 1 gn.; after five for one owner one 
visit 10/6; colts two years and over 2 gns. ; 
cryptorchids 3 gns ; bulls 5/-; calves 1/6 ; 
dogs 5/- ; cats 3/6 ; pigs (per litter) 2 6 

Minor Operations:— 

Dressing teeth 3 6 

Post-mortem examination, large animal 10/6, 
certificate 10/6; small animal 5 

Expert evidence, Small Debt and J.P. Court 1 1 
„ „ Sheriff Court 2 2 

Precognition 1 1 

Board of dogs per day 1 

Examination for Insurance Companies to be 
done at the rates fixed from time to time by 
the N.V.A. Association. See published list. 
Examination of a horse for soundness 110 

„ „ „ assessment of 

damage either for Insurance Co. or client 110 
Prescribed Medicines :—Colic draught 2/6 ; 

fever draught 2 

Cattle drenches, small 1/6 \ large 2 

Lotions, 8 OZ8., 2/- ; liniments, 8 ozs. 2 

Blister, per oz., 1/-; ointments 1 

Oily skin dressing, per quart 5/-; watery 3 
Powders, per dozen, 5/-; nails, each 1 

Pessaries, each 2 

The price of medicine prescribed in bulk is optional. 

George W. Weir, 

Secy. & Treas. 


WAR HONOURS. 

War Office, January 12,1920. 

The names of the following officers, are to be added 
to those brought to notice for distinguished and gallant 
services and devotion to duty. 

Egypt. 

Henson, Capt. (A/Maj.) G. E. 

Mcllvenna T/Mw. J. 

Cameron, Capt J. 

Geyer, Capt F. C. E., Australian Army Veterinary 
Corps. 

Italy. 

Hill, T/Capt W., attd. G.H.Q. 

Pettifer, T/Capt S. H., Vet Evac. Stn. 

Mesopatamia and Salonika. 

Higgins, Capt. (A/Maj.) R. H. C.; Killelea, T/Oapt 
M. J.; Littler, T/Capt. »L.; Sutton, T/Qrmr. and Lt 
T. J., M.B.E. 

ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extracts from London QasetU 
Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps 
War OvnoE, Whitehall, Jan. 6. 

Temp. Capt. D. S. Rabagliati, O.B.E., to be actg. Maj. 
without pay or allces. (from July 25,1916, to July 24, 
1919). 

Jan. 8. 

Temp. Capt J. Macllvenna ,o.b.e.. relinquishes the act*, 
rank of Maj. on ceasing to hold the appt.of D.A.D.V.S. 
(Aug. 26,1919) (substituted for notification in Gazette 
of Oct. 4,1919). 
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The Council Meeting. 


A number of interesting matters figure in the eon- 
eluding portion of the Council report to-day. Some 
are important, others less so than they may seem 
at first sight. 

Among the latter is the Sex Disqualification (Re¬ 
moval) Act. This is now law, whioh means that 
the R.C.Y.S. no longer has power to refuse women 
admission to its examinations. It need not concern 
us greatly, for it is not likely that women will offer 
themselves in sufficient numbers to be of serious 


moment. 

The Council have decided to appeal to members 
to provide funds for a permanent memorial of the 
veterinary surgeons who lost their lives in the war. 
The exact form this will take cannot, of oourse, be 
settled till the amount subscribed is known. It is 
certain that the names of the deceased members 


will be inscribed on a mural tablet; and it is also 
proposed, if funds permit, to construct an additional 
storey to the Library and Museum. It is to be 
hoped that members will respond generously to this 
appeal, for no such opportunity of honouring these 
lost colleagues is likely to occur again. 

At last it is possible to commence examinations 
for the Diploma in Veterinary State Medicine. The 
first examination is to be held next June in Edin¬ 
burgh ; and the arrangements for it are already 
well in hand. The Charter enabling us to issue 
this Diploma was granted just at the outbreak of 
war; and the commencement of work under it, 
whioh the war unavoidably delayed, is a healthy 
sign of the times. 

A few minor matters may be postponed for the 
present. Probably nothing in the whole proceed¬ 
ings will interest members so muoh as the diacuss- 
ion on the tuberculin test in the production of 
“ Grade A ” milk, as it affeqts the interests of private 
practitioners. We are likely soon to hear a good 
deal about this; and it is well that conclusions 
regarding it should not be formed too hastily. It 
may be examined ‘from several points of view; 
and it is to be feared that many men will look 
at it from one only. “ The larger interests of the 
question ” should be kept in mind; and members 
may advantageously consider the remarks of Sir 
Stewart Stockman, whose special knowledge is un¬ 
questioned, and who has never been accused of lack 
of sympathy with practitioners. The economic 
aspect, too, should be studied. This is more im¬ 
portant in cattle practice than some veterinarians 
like to admit; but it is folly to ignore it. 


Election op Council, R.C.V.S. June, 1920. 
Names of those nominated and proposers :— 

Burt, W., Brighton. R. MacGregor, T. F. Spencer. 
Buxton, J. B., London. J. McKinna, F. W. Garnett. 
Clarkson, J., Garforth. J. McKinna, S. E. Sampson. 
Faithfull. T. J., Sudbury. P. Turner, F. T. G. Hobday. 
Garnett, F.W., Windermere. W. J. Mulvey,S.Stockman, 
Locke, G. H., Manchester. 

J. W. Brittlebank, J. B. Wolstenholme. 
M’Fadyean, J., London. W. J. Mulvey, J. T. Edwards. 
Share-Jones, J.,Liverpool. J. M’Fadyean.W. J. Mulvey. 
Trigger, R. C., Newcastle. J. Malcolm, H. J. Dawes. 
Willett, JL London. H. Sumner, G. P. Male. 

Levie, A., Derby. G. Howe, F. T. Prince. 

Two names have been added to this list since last 
published, in our issue of Dec. 27, Mr. J. B. Buxton, 
F.RC.V.S., whose admirable address on taking the 
Presidential Chair at the Central Veterinary Society 
(V. Record, p. 293) should prove a passport to 
the good opinion of those who have not met him person¬ 
ally. And Mr. A. Levie, F.RC.V.S., the energetic 
president of that adventurous young Society—the 
Derbyshire. Eight are to be elected. 


BRACKEN POISONING. 

Under “ Vegetable Poisoning (?) Simulating An¬ 
thrax in Cattle ” Professor Pem berth y contributed 
to Journal of Comparative Pathology and Therap¬ 
eutics, Vol. VI., 1893, p. 266 an article, which read 
in connection with the correspondence initiated by 
Mr. John Brown, p.r.c.v.8., in The Veterinary Rec¬ 
ord of 1st November last under “ Bracken Poison¬ 
ing,’* will, I think, leave no room for doubting that 
the same condition is referred to in eaoh case. 

The spring and summer of 1893 were among the 
driest on record, and in many parts of the kingdom 
there was for several weeks almost total absence of 
vegetation, the normal food of grazing animals. 
Lay and professional literature of the period indicate 
serious losses of cattle from an undetermined cause. 
By many these losses were attributed to a mysteri¬ 
ous “ new ” disease, while by others anthrax or 
cattle-plague was suspected. The writer of the 
article above referred to mentions that the state of 
affairs was revealed to him through his having 
received from many parts of Great Britain speci¬ 
mens of spleen and blood of animals that had died 
under circumstanoes somewhat suggestive of anth¬ 
rax, but which on examination yielded no evidence of 
that disease. Cattle-plague was more prominent in 
the mind of the stookowner of that period than of the 
present generation, separated, as it is, by more than 
another qnarter century from actual experience of 
its ravages in the herds of this country. Suspicion 
of this disease had also arisen in 1868,1870 and 
1884 on the appearance of what was then described 
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as “ Aoorn Poisoning.” We gather that dread of a 
visitation of Binderpest was responsible for the 
the professors being requested by a Local Authority 
to investigate conditions in its area. The suspicion 
roved groundless, but its mention here may, per- 
aps, not be entirely void of value, if it serve to 
keep in mind that cattle-plaugue still exists and 
that it is not beyond the range of possibility for 
this almost forgotten disease to appear in the herds 
of this country. In this connection its seems fairly 
evident that had “ Babies ” been fresh in the lay 
and professional mind two years ago, the outbreak 
reported in 1918 would probably have been limited 
to a narrow area and the country freed much earlier 
than it has been. I hope, Sir, you will pardon 
this digression, and as this communication is con¬ 
cerned with the matter of the article and corres¬ 
pondence above-named, allow me to refer to certain 
points in connection therewith. 

Climatic conditions of the springs and summers 
of 1893 and 1919 and their effect on vegetation 
were similar, as witnessed by the present scarcity 
and price of hay. It is stated in the Article of 
1893 “ From Ireland, too, I have received informa¬ 
tion as to similar ocourrenoes in cattle there—some 
of which will, it is hoped, be reported on in the same 
number of this Journal. This hope was materialised 
in an article by the late Mr. John Freeman jnr., of 
Dublin under the heading “ An Obscure Disease of 
Cattle ” to be found at page 279 ibid. 

As to the nature of the disease, Professor Pen- 
berthy states “ its general behaviour does not favour 
the view that it is infectious.” The examination of 
many specimens of blood and the inoculation of 11 
susceptible animals, including a young bullook, 
proved negative. This in conjunction with the im¬ 
punity with whioh dogs and pigs consumed large 
portions of carcases of and blood clots from affected 
animals eliminated anthrax, while the epidemiology 
of cattle-plague placed that disease out of considera¬ 
tion. The writer adds “ Many of the foregoing 
facts, too, remove any possible suspicion of a very 
fatal disease described by Kitt, Bollinger and others 
as occurring on the Continent and named “ Septi- 
csemica Hfiemorrhagioa.” This malady is highly 
contagious and nearly all the domesticated animals 
are readily infected by inoculation. The same also 
appear to indioate that the affection then investi¬ 
gated is not an unrecognised oontagious disease 
communicable by mediate contagion. The exam¬ 
ination of fresh spleen, blood, etc., in whioh no 
organisms of any kind could be found by Professors 
M’Fadyean or the writer, favoured the view that 
the causal faotor is not at any rate a visible organ¬ 
ism—the latter was led to seek for it elsewhere. 
Artificial manures and superabundance of rabbits 
had also been suggested as causes, but enquiry 
elicited the fact that in the majority of oases 
neither obtained. 

I have already trespassed too far on your valua¬ 
ble space to allow of further quotations from this 
article, and must attempt to summarise the main 
points as briefly as possible. 

Farm animals of all species were subjected to 
identical conditions} and the illnesses and mortalities 


affected bovines only. In different instances the 
stock were divided into lots. In all cases affeoted 
cattle had had access to ferns (bracken) and no case 
occurred in cattle whioh had not access to ferns. 
Evidence of fern having been bitten off existed, and 
cattle had been actually observed eating young 
fronds. It is suggested that it is more reasonable 
to attribute the liability of the bovine species to 
contract the disease to this habit or appetite, than 
to assume that other animals enjoy special immuni¬ 
ty. 

It is reoorded that as an experiment a young bul¬ 
lock at the Boyal Veterinary Collage was fed with 
a considerable quantity of fern from one of the 
farms on which cattle had died of the affection. At 
first this animal refused to consume more than an 
inconsiderable quantity, and though afterwards 
ooaxed to finish it by the addition of crushed oil 
oake, etc., no indisposition resulted. The question 
naturally arises why at one time bracken should be 
consumed by cattle with apparent impunity, and at 
another with such dire results as are attributed to 
it. It is suggested that this disparity may be due 
to the fact that a toxic principle may be formed in 
varying amounts under various conditions, and that 
the special circumstances obtaining in very dry 
seasons favour the development of this poison. The 
storing in this plant of large quantities. Such vari¬ 
ation is believed to exist in case of yew, and those 
concerned in the extraction of vegetable alkaloid 
tell us that the proportion to be obtained by their 
processes varies widely as the result of known or 
unrecognised circumstances. However this may be, 
the effect of prolonged shortage, or absence of es¬ 
sential food—practically starvation, for weeks or 
months prior to ingestion of bracken in considerable 
quantities, may have induced such systemic state 
of cattle as renders them more liable to serious dis¬ 
turbance from a material comparatively innocuous 
to animals in normal condition. 

In an editorial article in the Journal of Compara¬ 
tive Pathology, etc., of 1893, reference is made to an 
experience of the late Mr. Nicholson Almond, 
F.R.G.V.8., in which a lot of cattle were fed with 
bracken. At first the fern was chopped up with 
straw, and when the animal had been induced to eat 
the mixture, the straw was gradually withdrawn 
until the diet was composed almost exclusively of 
bracken and turnips. This was soon followed by 
death of three of the animals and serious illness of 
the others. Post-mortem examination of the ani¬ 
mals which suocumbed revealed a state of things 
in close agreement with what was noted by Prof. 
Peuberthy, Mr. Storrar and Mr. J. Freeman 
among cattle at pasture during the summer months 
of the same year. 

Within more recent years, under Fern Poisoning, 
Sir Stewart Stockman published an article in whioh 
no reference to Prof. Penberthy appears, but it can¬ 
not be questioned that the condition described in 
each instance is the same. Experiments were car¬ 
ried out by feeding on fern, and it is reported that 
while in some cases the subject became affected, 
others remained apparently unaffected. 

During the past 25 years I have on several occa- 
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sions met with very serious illness and mortality 
among cattle, the history, symptoms, and post¬ 
mortem appearances being practically identical with 
those dealt with in the forementioned contributions 
to our Journals. I have no doubt that all were as¬ 
sociated with ingestion of bracken. I venture to 
think this a matter 'of considerable importance to 
stock owners, and one which should find a place in 
any course of instruction designed to suitably equip 
those who are to undertake the proctice of veteri¬ 
nary medicine. 

In my experience, extending over a quarter of a 
century, I have never seen a case of Septicaemia 
hemorrhagica in this country, nor heard of any re¬ 
liable authority who had. I have searched profes¬ 
sional literature without discovering any evidence 
of its existence in Ireland, except the one report 
of a military gentleman whose name, I regret to say, 
I have forgotten. This, of course, does not intend 
to imply that the case referred to is absolutely 
unique, but I gather from the highest authority 
that this continental disease is so rare in the sister 
Isle that this is the sole occasion on which he has 
heard of its existence there.—I am, sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
Jan. 12, 1920. “ E.Q.V.” 


NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

Midland Counties Division. 


The quarterly meeting was held at Holliday Street 
Wharf, Birmingham, on Friday December 11th. Mr. 
John Malcolm, Birmingham, presided and there were 
also present the following members :—Messrs. L. S. 
Tipper, Birmingham ; Conchie, Kidderminster ; W. G. 
Thompson, Stafford ; T. Thompson, Market Drayton ; 
P. Evershed, Nottingham ; R. C. Trigger, Newcastle- 
under-Lyne; T. Chambers, Dudley; F. Chambers, 
Wolverhampton ; J. Bain bridge, Wellingborough ; F. 
L. Gooch, Stamford ; S. de M. Woodward, Birmingham ; 
H. W. Dawes, West Bromwich ; W. White, Tenbury ; 
J. Young, Birmingham ; T. Slipper, Sutton Coldfield; 
W. T. Olver, Tamworth ; R. L. Phillips, Loughborough ; 
J. J. Burchnall, Birrow-on-Soar ; R. L. Green, Dudley ; 
F. B. O. Taylor, Redditch; J. ii Cormack, Coventry ; 
H. S. Yoemans, Smethwick - Hutchinson, Cheadle ; F. 
T. Prince, Ashbourne; J. Deville, Uttoxeter; W. E. 
Ison. Atherstone ; Hobson, Leicester; R. Over, Rugby; 
W. White, Birmingham : C. S. Hunting, Loughborough ; 
J. Martin,Wellington ; T. H. L. Duckworth, Ashbourne; 
W. H. Brooke, Handsworth ; A. B. Forsyth, Cannock ; 
Tarner, Derby ; F. O’Neill, Birmingham ; B. DeVine, 
Birmingham ; C. J. Clifford, Shifn&ll; and the Hon. Sec. 
H. J. Dawes, West Bromwich. 

The visitors present were : Prof. Hobday, (London ; 
W. Aston, Ludlow ; Tudor Hughes, Oswestry ; W. Neil- 
80D, Birmingham ; C. A. Ewing, Bromsgrove ; F. Drink- 
water, Llangollen ; G. M. Yardley, Walsall; Cartwright, 
Birmingham. 

Apologies for unavoidable absence were received 
from Messrs J. R. Carless, A. W. Findlay. Trevor Spen¬ 
cer, D. Forwell. R. Palmer, D. R. Hoadinott. H. L. 
Pemberton, E. Franklin, W Grasby, H. S. Reynolds, J. 
R. Jones, C. F. Parsons, A. Over, A. W. Mason, Leeds ; 
Bowes, Leeds ; and others. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
confirmed. 


Nominations and Elections. The Hon. Sec. nomina¬ 
ted the following gentlemen for membership of the 
Association :—Messrs. E R. Hoddinott, Evesham ; W. 
F. Aston, Ludlow; and H. Tudor Hughes, Oswestry. 

Mr. DeVine nominated Mr. Michael Sadler, Burton- 
on-Trent. 

The President nominated Mr. Dale, junr. of Coventry. 

The following gentlemen duly nominated at ihe pre¬ 
vious meeting were now formally elected Messrs. R. 
L. Green, Dudley ; F. Chambers, Wolverhampton ; H. 
W. Dawes, West Bromwich : W. T. Olver, Tamworth; 
A W. Findlay, Kineton, Warwick ; and H. Thornton, 
Leicester. 

The Hon. Sec. read the following report of tee Coun- 
cil 

A meeting of the Council was held immediately prior 
to this general meeting, Mr. J. Malcolm presided, the 
other members present being Messrs.W. E. Ison, R. Over, 
J. Martin, F. L. Gooch, R. C. Trigger and the Hon. Sec. 

It is recommended that the annual meeting of the 
Association be held at Birmingham in February next, 
and that there be a dinner afterwards. 

The President reported that Prof. Gofton of Edin¬ 
burgh had consented to read a paper at the next meeting 
and his offer is gratefully accepted, the choice of a sub¬ 
ject being left to the writer. 

It is recommended that the pre-war practice of hold¬ 
ing two of the quarterly meetings away from Birming¬ 
ham be reverted to. 

The President mentioned that Mr. Trigger retired 
next year from the Council of the Royal College of Vet¬ 
erinary Surgeons, and on his proposition, seconded by 
the Hon. Sec. it is recommended that Mr. Trigger be 
asked to allow himself to be nominated for re-election 
as the direct representative of this Association, which 
office he has filled for 30 years. 

On the motion of the President, seconded by Mr. 
Brooke, the report was adopted ana the recommenda¬ 
tions contained therein accepted. 

Mr. Trigger and the R.C.V.S. Council. 

The President said it was a great pleasure to him 
to propose that Mr. Trigger be again nominated on be¬ 
half oi this Associatiou for membership of the Council 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. Thirty 
years ago he had the privilege of nominating him for 
that office, and all must agree that he had filled it with 
distinction. Mr. Trigger had made a mark for himself 
in the veterinary world, had been President of the Col¬ 
lege, and was held in esteem throughout the profession. 
“ We should not be doing justice to ourselves,” added 
the President, if we did not ask him to continue as our 
representative at headquarters, where he has already 
done such valuable work.” 

The Hon Sec. in seconding, said he cordially endorsed 
all that their President had said concerning Mr. Trigger. 
The honour was not without its expense, for it meant 
many visits to London, and they could scarcely show 
their appreciation of Mr. Trigger’s past services better 
than by re-nominating him as their representative. (The 
motion was carried unanimously.) 

Mr. Trigglr thanked the meeting for this expression 
of confidence. He felt that the time was approaching 
when he ought to retire, but he was particularly anxious 
to remain on the Council until they had got their Bill 
through Parliament. It meant a great deal for the pro¬ 
fession. He thanked them for the support he had re¬ 
ceived in his previous elections during the past 30 years 
and with the Midland Association behind him, he felt 
sure of re-election. 

Votes of Condolence. 

The Hon. Sec said that since thir last meeting they 
had lost two valued members of the Association, Prof. 
Dewar and Mr. Bedd&rd. Prof. Dewar was one of their 
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honorary associates and had visited them on many occa¬ 
sions. He was a fine operator and a clever teacher, as 
no doubt several of his old students present that day 
could testify. He moved that a vote of sympathy be 
addressed to Mrs. Dewar and the family. 

The President seconded, and said he had the privilege 
of meeting Professor Dewar in his own student days m 
197(5. 

Mr. Trigger said he claimed the privilege to move 
that a similar communication be sent to the family of 
the late Mr. Beddard. They were fellow pupils together 
at Wolverhamptonj and had been life-long friends. 

Mr. Chambers, in seconding, said that to know the 
late Mr. Beddard was to love him, and he spoke on the 
strength of 40 years friendship. 

The Hon. Sec. said Mr. Beddard was one of the oldest 
members of this Association. In 1885 he acted as Hon. 
Sec. and as long ago as 1889 he was President. 

The motion was carried sub silentio. 

The Choice and Administration of Anesthetics. 

Professor Hobday delivered an address on this subject, 
with practical demonstrations. He removed the ovaries 
from a vicious blood filly, two-year-old, having pre¬ 
viously chloroformed the animal standing, and he then 
chloroformed a pig (which was spayed by Mr. Gooch) 
a dog and a cat, using the special tables and special 
hobbles which he himself has constructed for operations 
on the smaller animals. 

In the course of his address, Professor Hobday referred 
particularly to the new Anaesthetics Act, and said, there 
were some pithy points in connection with it which he 
would like to bring before a meeting of this description. 
He would like to discuss with them the safest method 
of administering a general anaesthetic. “ So far as I 
understand the new Bill, he continued, “ the term anaes¬ 
thetic can but include the drugs that are really anaes¬ 
thetic. I do not think, if it comes to the testing point, 
that we are going to be permitted to use what we call in 
therapeutics narcotics. If not, it will be for us to back 
up the professional man in the first test case as to 
whether what he is using is an anaesthetic or a narcotic. 
This Bill is used with the idea of being humane to ani¬ 
mals, and I am sure we as veterinary surgeons are not 
going to find fault with it on that account. England is 
always looked upon as being the pioneer country in the 
world for the humane treatment of animals. In fact, in 
certain countries we are looked upon as being almost 
mad in that direction, and we have led the way in the 
use of chloroform for the alleviation of pain when opera¬ 
ting upon animals. There is no anesthetic that will 
beat chloroform, and it is up to us as veterinarians to 
find out a safe method of giving this anesthetic, so that 
we can take away whatever we have to take away pain¬ 
lessly, and give back the animal to our client in a safe 
condition. I think at the present time we have sufficient 
evidence to show that if chloroform is given in certain 
ways it is comparatively safe—that is, chloroform or one 
of its mixtures. But you can’t play with it. You are 
dealing with a poison the whole time. If we compare 
ourselves with the surgeon in human surgery, when the 
latter has an operation to do, he calls in a colleague who 
is an ansesthesist, himself a qualified man, who will 
devote his whole time to the administering of the anaes¬ 
thetic. If the human surgeon does this, doesn’t it stand 
to common sense that we who have animals to deal 
with, patients with whom we cannot reason, should also 
have a veterinary surgeon to give the anaesthetic while 
we ourselves perform the operation ?. 

According to this new Anaesthetics Bill, which is now 
law, there is a scheduled list of operations on animals 
which must y not may, be done under an anaesthetic. 
There is another list of operations in which the operator, 
while still bound to anaesthetise, is allowed to selects a 


to whether the anaesthetic shall be general or local. It 
rather galls on the veterinary surgeon to be told that 
he is not to have it left to his discretion in all operations, 
and we are apparently told that by the laity, for I cannot 
imagine any veterinary surgeon inserting such a clause 
in the Bill. I think it should be left to us in any case 
to use whichever we think fit. To give a general anaes¬ 
thetic with the maximum safety requires, m animals as 
much as in man, one’s whole undivided attention, and 
this is one of the great difficulties in which the veterin¬ 
arian is placed, in that he has to assume the dual respon¬ 
sibility of surgeon and anaesthetist. 

In selecting an anaesthetic, the age and condition of 
the patient as well as the chance of recovery must be 
taken into account and the pulse and respiration care¬ 
fully watched. Whether under this new Act narcotic 
agents such as chloral, cannabis indica, morphia, etc., 
will be officially considered as anaesthetics and be per¬ 
mitted to be used, remains to be seen. Of local anaes¬ 
thetics, such as cocaine, we have plenty to choose from, 
and as long as one knows their toxic dose one can use 
them with safety, and the dose and toxicity of local 
anaesthetics can be taken from the standard of cocaine. 
When I was a student, we were never taught that 
cocaine was a poison, but as the result of a long ex¬ 
perience and careful investigation I have found out a 
safe anaesthetic dose. This works out for the dog at 
about one-tenth of a grain per lb. body weight. If you 
keep to that as your standard, I say without hesitation 
that you are quite safe. I brought out a little book on 
the subject while I was serving in the Army in France, 
in which I have expressed the opinion that it was not 
wise in the case of a horse to allow more than 10 grains 
to be absorbed at one time, when using it as a local 
anaesthetic. Not that 10 grains is a toxic dose ; you 
can give up to a drachm, but if you give more than 10 
grams, (for example, say five grains on either side of the 
nerve in a plantar neurectomy operation) you cannot 
keep the patient still. Up to 10 grains is the maximum 
dose you should give for an operation on the horse ; 
half a grain for a cat or a small dog ; two grains for a 
dog the size of a terrier ; and four grains for a dog the 
size of a great dane or a mastiff. 

The method of securing when giving a general anaes¬ 
thetic is of the utmost importance. The point to re¬ 
collect is that the animal snail have its chest in such a 
position as to have the maximum amount of room for 
the action of its lungs and heart. The horse we have to 
throw on its side, but the smaller animals should be put 
in an abdominal position on the operating table, with 
the legs stretched forward. Starvation for about 24 
hours beforehand is essential, in order to avoid rupture 
of the stomach and to give the chest—on account of the 
pressure of the stomach on the diaphragm, its maximum 
amount of room. 

I prefer chloroform for the horse and the adult dog, 
and A.C.E. for the puppy and the cat. If these are ad¬ 
ministered on rational lines, with careful attention by 
the anesthetist, and due presaution as to the preparation 
of the patient, I consider the risks are comparatively 
small. This is a big statement to make, but it is a 
statement I can back up with the experience of over 
15,000 operations on animals under anaesthesia. Unless 
narcotics are to be permitted as anaesthetics, these risks 
will have to be taken both by the owner and the patient 
small though they are. How to minimise these risks 
or do away with them altogether must be onr aim, and 
it is only by careful attention to details and the rectifi¬ 
cation of our mistakes that we can hope to succeed. 
The interchange of ideas at meetings such as this is 
very helpful, for we still have a good deal to learn. 

As to the method of chloroforming, my own experience 
has taught me that where a horse or mare is vicious 
and you have to give chloroform, the wiser plan, if you 
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can’t get near the hind legs, is to anaesthetise in the 
standing position. There are different patterns of in¬ 
halers, but I prefer Roberts’ for the standing : whilst for 
the cast I prefer Cox’s mask before any of those which 
cover up both mouth and nose, particularly for a pro 
longed operation. I have seen death from the muzzles 
and inhalers which cover both, particularly those which 
do not allow the tongue to be pulled forward. I lay 
particular emphasis on the pulling of the tongue forward, 
and the reason is that the back of the horse’s tongue is 
to somB extent bulbous. When the animal is anaesthet¬ 
ised, the tongue is apt to fall back in the mouth to cause 
an obstruction in the breathing. As regards the amount 
of choloform to be used standing, two ounces is a fair 
dose to commence with for the average sized horse. It 
is generally used in this way for castration, and when 
once down, the rope is on quickly and the operation 
proceeded with at once. For the animal that is down 
with Cox’s muzzle I find that an average of ounces is 
a fair amount to commence with. With an ordinary 
sized hunter, that will be sufficient for a roaring 
operation or for castration, and the patient is up 
again in a matter of 10 minutes after you have 
finished. It is interesting to note the usual manner we 
adopt at the present time of chloroforming horses is 
different from that for the smaller animals ; in that it is 
usual to exclude the air to a larger extent at first. If 
produced too slowly the system is apt to become deeply 
saturated so that the horse lies for a long time in one 
position and one is apt to get a hypostatic congestion of 
the under lung, with chloroform pneumonia afterwards, 
a condition which is difficult to deal with. In the case 
of th8 cat or the dog, it is different. They are animals 
readily manipulated and you can anaesthetise them on 
the abdomen and lift them about after as you like. 
My advice is, if possible select someone of intelligence to 
help you but someone who will do exactly as yov tell him. 
If we could always get the help of an anaesthetist and 
devote our entire attention to the operation it would be 
better ; but unfortunately we have often to do the 
operation and make the ansesthetisation our secondary 
consideration. 

Referring to the report of the Select Committee of the 
House of Lords, on the strength of which the Bill was 
drafted, Professor Hobday said there was originally a 
clause in the Bill by which it would have been necessary 
for the anaesthetic in every operation to be given by a 

S ualified veterinary surgeon. “ In my evidence—I said 
tiis was impossible,” continued Professor Hobday—and 
I pointed out that there were districts where they could 
not find two veterinary surgeons, even if the fee allowed 
it. Such a clause, as I told the Committee quite frankly 
was an absurdity. One member of the committee sug 
gested that the veterinary surgeon could give the anaes¬ 
thetic and another mau, an unregistered man, perform 
the operation. I explained at once that this was impos¬ 
sible, by doing so we should have the Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons up against us. It 
is not likely we should do that; but it shows you the 
- ideas that permeate even the educated classes when such 
a suggestion can emanate from one of the noble Lords 
chosen to adjudicate on a Select Committee. 

Reverting to the subject of his address^ Professor 
Hobday said the wise operator would have his watch in 
his hand to see that the patient did not go under inside 
the scheduled time. In the case of a horse, the average 
time was abont 8 to 10 minutes, whilst in the case of a 
dog or a cat, and the smaller animals generally, the 
average time was four to six minutes, depending upon 
the size of the animal. In hot weather the dose admin¬ 
istered was usnally smaller than in cool weather for the 
reason that it evaporated more quickly. 

For antidotal treatment, artificial respiration, the 
tongue palled rhythmically forward, combined with the 


use of prussic acid and ammonia, should be used on the 
first signs of serious danger. He had a dose of prussic 
acid in his syringe during the operations that day, and 
he would have given it at once had he noticed anything 
wrong with the Dreathing. Prussic acid given hypoder¬ 
mically, and artificial respiration produced by jumping 
on the chest, together with the application of ammonia 
to the nostrils was what he would nave done. 

Professor Hobday proceeded to analyse the New Act 
and to criticise many of its provisions, as for instance, 
that which required the use of anaesthetics in the case of 
docking. Docking was by law illegal, and yet the Act 
referred to it as though it was a legitimate practice. 
He did not to-day propose to say anything about the 
anaesthetising of cattle, as he had not had sufficient ex¬ 
perience to pose as an expert upon this, but it was pro¬ 
vided for in the Act, and he invited anyone with ex¬ 
perience on the subject to refer to it. The most impor¬ 
tant thing so far was to see whether narcotics, such as 
chloral for the bigger animals and morphia for the dog, 
would be transferred from their present therapeutic 
classification and be considered as anaesthetics for the 
purpose of this Act. A test case wouid certainly arise 
at some time and until then they did not know exactly 
where they stood. The Act had not yet been properly 
discussed at any veterinary meeting so far as he was 
aware, and he should like to have some clear ruling as 
to whether the term “anaesthetic” included certain drugs 
which were “ narcotics ” or whether the operator was to 
be narrowed down to chloroform and ether and certain 
mixtures of those drugs. 

Mr. Brooke in initiating a discussion that was brief 
on account of the time, said they were always delighted 
to hear Prof. Hobday, who was as eminent a surgeon as 
he was a teacher. He (Mr, Brooke) recently performed 
two operations for mammary tumour in two bitchesi 
using 50 minims of Parke, Davis, Codrenine as a local 
anaesthetic. In each case the tumour was exceptionally 
large and the bitches were old. The operations were 
carried out successfully with a minimum loss of blood, 
but both died, and he would like to have Prof. Hobday’s 
opinion as to whether it was the age of the patient or 
the size of the tumour that caused death. As a rule, he 
was successful in operations of that character. 

Mr. F. Chambers said ames the tics was a question he 
had always been interested in. With regard to chloral 
hydrate he had used it in about 40 cases, all army'horses. 
When it was in the system, it was a matter of waiting to 
see what happened, and one could do nothing if things 
went wrong. He preferred chloroform all the time. 
Camphorated oil was a wonderful stimulant, and as an 
antidote he used prussic acid. 

Mr. H. W. Dawes said, with regard to the Animals 
Anaesthetics Bill, he was inclined to think that the pro¬ 
fession had been more or less jockeyed into it. It was 
evident, too. that the evidence of their representatives 
before the Select Committee had not been accorded suf¬ 
ficient consideration. With regard to docking, though 
many people thought it was illegal, they met with a 
large number of such operations, and he would like to 
hear some suggestion or hint in the matter of anaesthe¬ 
tics for docking. It would continue to be performed, no 
matter what the attitude of the Humane Societies might 
be, and if it had to be done it was desirable to have 
some protective anaesthetic. He had seen castration in 
a standing position performed under weak anaesthesia, 
but with the use of that useful narcotic, the twitch. 
The whole question of anaesthetics should be considered 
from a “ practicable ” standard but when he said “ prac¬ 
ticable ” he meant something that was of everyday value. 
The majority of practitioners did not get opportunities 
for brilliant surgery, but they did get a certain number 
of operations that required to be carefully and skilfully 
performed to the satisfaction of clients and of themselves. 
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He thought this question of Anaesthetics would be worth 
a whole afternoon’s discussion, so that they might have 
a complete interchange of opinion. 

Mr. Green asked whether Prof. Hobday had any ex¬ 
perience of giving gas to smaller animals. Some years 
ago, he and a dentist friend made some experiments on 
dogs which had been sent in for destruction. He was 
senousty thinking of extending his experiments on dogs 
to see if gas could be made realty effective. Animals 
came round in a few minutes as if nothing had hap¬ 
pened. 

Mr. Martin said one thinglhe was careful about when 
chloroforming horses was not to get them up too soon. 
He often chloroformed cattle, especially when taking 
warts off one at a time—a very painful thing. He got a 
small bag, put a sponge in and hooked it up to the nos¬ 
tril He stood back and held the tail and pulled the 
animal down on the side he wanted it. He started with 
one and a half ounces, but he thought much depended 
on the quality of the chloroform. In a bad case of foal¬ 
ing he also gave chloroform, and slung the mare up to 
the roof so that it could get at her better. He gave up 
to an eight ounce bottle. 

Prof. Hobday, replying to the discussion, said he was 
very pleased to hear Mr. Chambers confirm his view in 
regard to the value of chloroform. Mr. Chambers told 
them very frankly that when he was dealing with the 
animals of his own clients he always used chloroform, 
and whatever else he had used had only been on army 
horses during his service in France. Mr. Chambers 
plumped for chloroform every time, “ and that is my ex- 

E jrience,” added Prof. Hobday. They were ahead in 
ngland even of the Germans in their methods of an»s- 
thetisation. He would have liked to hear a little more 
about the question of docking. He should have thought 
that digging the needle in two or three times would 
cause infinitely more disturbance than the one snip of 
the knife by which the ta.il is taken off at the present 
time. Mr. Martin’s experience in (regard to cows had 
interested him, because it was outside his own particu¬ 
lar sphere. He would be glad if Mr. Green could get 
more information on the subject of gas, but he did not 
think it would be practicable for any but very quick 
operations ; and he also doubted whether it would be as 
cheap as chloroform in the long run. It would mean 
carting an apparatus about. 

It was an important point not to give food immediate¬ 
ly after an anaesthetic, especially long food, for he once 
met with a case in which a horse nearly choked itself 
through eating hay as soon as an operation was over. 

The President moved a vote of thanks to Prof. Hob¬ 
day for his very instructive address. This was seconded 
by the Hon. Sec. and heartily carried. 

The company afterwards partook of tea together at 
the Grand Hotel. 

H. J. Dawes. F.B.C.V.8., Hon. Sec. 


1?o$al College of 
lDeterinan> Surgeons. 

Quarterly Meeting of Council 9th January. 
( Concluded Jrom p. 386.) 


Parliamentary and General Purposes Committee 

Mr. Garnett read the following Report of a meeting 
of the Committee held on Thursday 8th January 
Ministry of Health , Consultative Councils. —The Sec¬ 
retary reported the receipt of a communication from the 
Scottish Board of Health asking the College to nominate 
representatives for election on the Consultative Council 


to be appointed by the Scottish Board of Health, and 
that after consultation with the President and Chairman 
of the Committee he had been instructed to submit the 
names of Dr. O. C. Bradley and Mr. Hugh Begg as 
Representatives of the College. 

It was resolved :—That the action taken be approved. 

(2) That a communication be sent to the Ministry of 
Health pointing out the action taken by the Scottish 
and Irish Boards of Health and requesting that Veter¬ 
inary Representatives should be appointed on the Gen¬ 
eral Consultative Council of the Ministry of Health. 

Clean Milk Supply .—The Secretary reported that the 
Minister of Health had requested the attendance of rep¬ 
resentatives of the College at a conference at the Ministry 
of Health with regard to the revision of the conditions 
under which licences may be granted for the purchase 
and sale of Milk of special quality. 

A deputation consisting of the President, Col. Brittle- 
bank, Mr. Garnett and Sir John M’Fadyean attended 
at the Ministry. The following report of the Deputa¬ 
tion was ordered to be entered on the Minutes. 


Report of Deputation to the Ministry of Health 
on the 18th December , 1919. 

The Members of the Deputation — The President, 
Mr. Garnett, Col. Brittlebank, and Sir J. M’Fadyean, met 
at the College for a consultation beforehand, and agreed 
to recommend that the conditions to be laid down for 
the production of M Grade A ” milk should include the 
following :— 

1. The owner of the cows should be required togivean 
undertaking that he will not himself use tuberculin or 
allow it to be used on his animals without permission. 

2. The owner when he first makes application for a 
licence should be required to make a declaration to the 
effect that no animal in his herd has been treated with 
tuberculin during the previous two months. 

3. A licence should not be granted until after two 
consecutive tests without any reaction after disinfection 
of the premises and removal of the last reacting animals 
from the farm or steading. 

4. The owner should be required to give notice of any 
new purchases, and such animals should be completely 
isolated for one month, then tested, and the test repeated 
after a month. 

5. All herds regarding which a licence is granted 
should be submitted to half-yearly tests afterwards. 

6. All the tests with tuberculin should be carried out 
by veterinary surgeons approved for the purpose by the 
Ministry of Health, or the Board of Agriculture, and 
such approved veterinary surgeons should not be em¬ 
ployed in private practice. 

At the Ministry of Health the Deputation were re¬ 
ceived by Mr. Cross and Dr. MacFadden. They were 
informed that the conditions under which licences had 
been granted for the sale of milk of special quality had 
been under consideration by the Ministry, and that new 
regulations had just been drafted. These were sub¬ 
mitted to the members of the Deputation for their 
opinion. The members of the Deputation were of opin¬ 
ion that the new regulations marked a great improve¬ 
ment on the old, but that in the case of “ Grade A ” 
milk they fell considerably short of those required in 
order to obtain assurance that the herds in question 
were actually free from tuberculosis. 

The Ministry of Health considered that at the present 
moment it was not practicable to have the tuberculin 
tests carried out by whole time officers, or to forbid the 
owner of a herd to employ his own veterinary Burgeon 
for carrying out the tests necessary to show that the 
herd had been made free from tuberculosis. 

With regard to some other points the Ministry appar¬ 
ently were not disposed to give effect to the recommen¬ 
dations made by the Deputation, but the members wera 
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given to understand that the Ministry did not regard 
their own regulations as affording an absolute guarantee 
that herds from which “ Grade A ” milk was supplied 
would be free from tuberculosis. 

On enquiry with regard to the regulations prescribing 
examinations touching the health of cows, it was stated 
that all such examinations would be carried out by 
qualified veterinary surgeons. 

Sex Disqualification (Removal) Act. —The Secretary 
reported the passing of the Sex Disqualification (Re¬ 
moval) Act which provides that a person shall not be 
disqualified by sex or marriage from—“ assuming or 
carrying on any civil profession or vocation, or for ad¬ 
mission to any incorporated Society (whether incorpora¬ 
ted by Royal Charter or otherwise).” 

Army Scheme for Boarded-Out Horses. —Letters on 
this subject were submitted from Capt. G. Dd ; lop Mar¬ 
tin and Major J. F. Rankin, and after consultation it 
was resolved That a letter be addressed to the Secre¬ 
tary of the War Office calling his attention to the com¬ 
plaints received and requesting him that the state of 
affairs complained of be remedied as far as possible. 

Private Bills. —The Solicitor reported that he had 
received from Messrs. Sherwood and Co. copies of the 
following Bills. 

Bootle Corporation. —Clause 30 of this Bill provides 
that where any infectious or parasitic disease has app¬ 
eared in any stable or any other place where animals are 
kept the Medical Officer is to certify prior to the place 
being pulled down. It was resolvedThat the pro¬ 
moters of the Bill be communicated with, with a view 
to amending this clause, providing for the inspection and 
report to be made by the veterinary inspector. 

Lowestoft Corporation.— Clause 92 of this Bill ex¬ 
tending to veterinary inspectors the powers of Section 
116 of the Public Health Act 1875. 

Salford Corporation. —Clause 102 in this Bill contains 
similar provisions, and clause 114 extends sections 116- 
119 of the Public Health Act 1875, to any animal bronght 
to a Cattle Market or any person permitting diseased 
animals to be offered for sale. 

Correspondence. —The Secretary submitted corres¬ 
pondence with Mr. J. Taylor, m.r.c.v.s., Mr. J. R. Gibb, 
advocate, and the Secretary of the Witness Payments 
Committee, Exchequer Chambers, Edinburgh with re¬ 
gard to the revision of Witness payments. 

It was resolved That the thanks of the Council be 
tendered to Mr. Taylor and Mr. Gibb for their action in 
the matter, and that Mr. Gibb be requested to report 
the result of the Committee’s deliberations. 

Correspondence with Mr. H. C. Wilkie, f.r.c.v.s., and 
the Secretary of the Zoological Society of London inti¬ 
mating the fact that the President of the College is ex- 
officio an honorary member of the Zoological Society of 
London. 

It was resolved:—That the thanks of the Council be 
tendered to Mr. Wilkie for the action he had taken. 
(2) That the Secretary be instructed to insert a state¬ 
ment in the Register as to the offices held ex-officio by 
the President of the College. (3) That the Secretary be 
instructed to write to the Secretary of the Highland 
and Agricultural Society asking whether the President 
is ex-officio a member of their Council in the same way 
as of the Council of the Royal Agricultural Society of 
England. 

Examination of Stallion Fees.—A copy of the resolu¬ 
tion by the North of Ireland Veterinary Medical Asso¬ 
ciation on this matter was received. 

Training Grants. —The Chairman reported that the 
revised publication “ A record of opportunity ” issued by 
the Ministry of Labour had not yet been issued, ana 
that copies of the first inaccurate edition were still in 
circulation. It was resolved :—That the Secretary be 
instructed to write to the Ministry of Labour urging the 
immediate publication of the revised edition. 


Sir Stewart Stockman : I think there is a slight 
inaccuracy about what the Ministry of Health told you. 
I think you said that you gathered from the Ministry of 
Health that the scheme was not intended to give a 
tubercle free milk. 

Mr. Garnett : No. 

Sir Stewart Stockman : Would you mind looking 
at that passage in the report ? What they said was that 
this was not a scheme that would guarantee a tubercle 
free herd, but it would guarantee a tubercle free milk. 

Col. Brittlebank : They hoped it would. 

Mr. W haram : Have we any information as to the 
number of dairies at present supplying milk under this 
arrangement] 

Col. Brittlebank : 31. 

Mr. Garnett : The Report states: But the members 
a ere given to understand that the Ministry did not 
regard their own regulations as affording an absolute 
guarantee that herds from which “ Grade A” milk was 
supplied would be free from tuberculosis” 

Sir Stewart Stockman : That is all right. 

Mr. Male : I am sure we are very much indebted to 
the Deputation that waited on the Ministry, but I hope 
as a Council that we do not endorse the opinion expressttl 
by that Deputation in one respect, namely the objection 
to employing private practitioners to test these herds. 
I have several reasons for saying that. One is that I 
think it is a very great injustice to the private practi¬ 
tioner that he should not be allowed to test these herds. 

After doing a lot of spade work in the country, trying 
to educate the farmers to have their cows tested, ana 
taking a great deal of trouble to get tubercle free herds 
and to get the herds in a healthy condition, we are not 
considered to be fit men to give a certificate or to test 
them again and to say that they are free. Surely the 
standard of honesty and ability of the private practi¬ 
tioner is quite up to the standard of honesty and ability 
of the whole-time inspector f It will probably be argued 
that there are only about 13 herds to which this applies 
at the present moment. 

The President : 22. 

Mr. Male : We hope there may be 22 hundred herds 
very sood, and there are not enough whole-time inspec¬ 
tors to test 2200 herds. Why they, in preference to the 
private practitioner should test them, I cannot conceive. 

There is another point in connection with that to 
which I wish to refer—the fact that our Deputation 
have advised that the private practitioner should not 
test these herds gives a handle to certain people who 
have raised objections to veterinary surgeons testing 
these herds, and they can always point a finger to that 
Deputation as saying that private practitioners are not 
proper men to test them. 

There is another point—that we as a Council are crea¬ 
ting a precedent. If we approve of this action, what is 
going to happen in the case of the Milk Bill and the 
Tuberculosis Bill 1 Are we going to say in those cases 
that the private practitioner is not a fit man to carry out 
the orders of the Tuberculosis Bill or the Milk Bill?. I 
do not think that we as a Council should pass an opinion 
of that kind at all. I do not wish to labour the point, 
but I do wish to say that, while I am sure the deputa¬ 
tion acted with the best intentions, I wish this protest 
to be made; and I hope that on future occasions the 
private practitioner will not be relegated to the back¬ 
ground m favour of the whole-time inspector. 

Dr. Share-Jones : May I ask, arising out of what 
Mr. Male has said, whether a precis of some kind as to 
what the deputation was going to urge, particularly as 
applying to the important point which Mr. Male raises, 
was submitted to this Council for approval before this 
deputation went 1 

The President : We could not do that, because we 
were obliged to go at once and take a part in the depu¬ 
tation. 


348 


THE VETERINARY RECORD January 24, 1920 


Dr. Share-Jones : Mr. Male has raised what appears 
to me to be a very important point—a point which is 
the cause of a lot of our troubles in this room. If these 
gentlemen went down to a Government Department and 
spoke as individuals of course the matter assumes a very 
different aspect, but if they went as a deputation claim¬ 
ing to represent the views of this Council and of the 
profession, and they have committed themselves with re¬ 
gard to that very fundamental point, then a very serious 
situation has arisen. It suggests to my mind that before 
a deputation of any kind is allowed to go and represent 
the views of this Council and of the profession before 
any Government Department (I mention this in quite 
general terms, so that it is not personal in any shape or 
form) the essence of what they are going to contend be¬ 
fore the Government Department should be approved 
by this Council before they go. 

Sir Stewart Stockman : I think there is some mis¬ 
understanding. I was not on this deputation, but I 
happened to be invited to be present by the Department 
on whose Committees I sit. My recollection of what 
occurred is this—that the great objection that was raised 
—and I am sure this Council will agree with it from the 
departmental point of view—was to a man’s own private 
veterinary surgeon testing his herd and presenting a 
certificate to a Government Department as proof that 
his herd was free from tuberculosis and had passed the 
test. What they said was : * This man may be all right: 
he may be very honest, but administratively this is open 
to great abuse.” Then the next point that immediately 
came up was about the private practitioners. I believe 
the Ministry are in favour particularly of whole-time 
men, but the question that arose was the enormous ex¬ 
pense. They pointed out that in quite small herds, men 
applying for the certificate were charged £30 by private 
practitioners for testing some forty or fifty animals, so 
that the expense was so great that they did not think 
they would consider it; it would kill the whole scheme. 
I noted that as a thing that I think the profession ought 
to think about—that if men are going to charge these 
exhorbitant fees they will kill, not only their own work, 
but the work of the Ministry, and force the Ministry in- 
appointing whole-time men to do the work on a salary. 

Mr. Male : It would be perfectly easy for the owner 
of the animals to employ another veterinary surgeon if 
the other one charged too much money. He only has to 
ask the amount of the fees before he has the cows tes¬ 
ted. 


Sir Stewart Stockman : The objetcion is to a man 
taking his own veterinary surgeon. As I have already 
said, I was not representing the profession at the depu¬ 
tation, I was simply listening : but I know perfectly 
well from my experience at the Board that the one thing 
that practitioners would not like—supposing the Mini¬ 
stry aid accept private practitioners for testing—would 
be for their neighbours to be sent in to test their clients’ 
herds for tuberculosis because they are not their clients’ 
veterinary surgeons. That was tne alternative, and it 
is worth considering when you are thinking of this prob¬ 
lem. 

Mr. Coleman : I should like to ask whether Sir 
Stewart Stockman would support that theory when he 
sends his own Board of Trade inspectors into all our 
private practices 1 (Cries of ‘Order’). 

Gen. Blenkinsop : There is one point I should like 
to mention in regard to the letter that has been sent to 
the Secretary of the War Office with regard to the Army 
scheme for boarded-out horses. I am not saying any¬ 
thing against that letter being written, but I would like 
to place before this Council, and through this Council 
before the profession, the great difficulty which has been 
experienced in placing these boarded-out horses among 
practitioners who have been demobilised or who are still 
on military service. I would like to say that in regard 


to the case of one of these gentlemen, who wrote a letter 
of complaint which was before the Committee yesterday, 
that I asked whether this College had taken any steps 
to verify the statements in the letter, and how far they 
admitted a case of that kind had been made out. I have 
had enquiries made by telephone this morning regarding 
one particular letter, and I want this statement to go out 
to tne profession in the report of the meeting of this 
Council, to show them the difficulty we are experienc¬ 
ing. 

Mr. Garnett : Which letter are you referring to 1 

Gen. Blenkinsop : Captain Rankin’s. The Council, 
I believe, received this letter from Capt. Rankin in Oc¬ 
tober. This officer was demobilised on the 26th of April 
and at that time he gave his permanent address as 
Hamilton. I understand that the first time the 1st 
Command, in which Blackburn is situated, heard about 
this officer now practising in Blackburn, was a private 
letter written on the 17th November to the officiating 
A.D.V.S. of that Command. In the Blackburn area 
there are 36 of these boarded-out horses, 22 of which are 
at the present time in charge of this gentleman. I 
merely put that on record to snow this Council what we 
are trying to do to help these officers, and also in order 
to ask officers who are about to be demobilised, or who 
have been demobilised, if they have not communicated 
their addresses, to send them in. Over and over again 
letters come back through the Dead Letter Office from 
the addresses which officers have given us. We find 
that officers make complaints. There was a complaint 
made to the Prime Minister himself the other day ny an* 
officer who had had three different addresses since he 
was demobilised, and the first we heard of his new ad¬ 
dress was the complaint we got. He had gone into a 
new town to practise where there were other demobilised 
officers practising; he took up a new practice in this 
town, and complained that he had not been given 
enough of these boarded-out horses. I do not say this 
to criticise in any way at all the fact that letters have 
been sent, but merely with the object of pointing out to 
the profession the difficulty which exists owing to these 
causes, and also with the object of stating that the 
amount of work which is being done on this particular 
scheme by the Administrative officers of the various 
Commands is very considerable. 

Mr. Carter : 1 would like to state for Gen. Blenkin- 
sop’s information that Capt. Rankin was in practice in 
Blackburn for many years before he joined up, and he 
has now gone back again to his original practice. 

Gen. Blenkinsop: Many officers do not return to 
their practices. We must take the addresses which 
the officers give us on demobilisation as their perma¬ 
nent addresses. 

The President : He did not give it in this case. 

Mr. Coleman : If I am at liberty to reply to General 
Blenkinsop’s remarks, I would like to give him particu¬ 
lars of my own case. I have been in practice at Swindon 
ever since 1898 ; I was in the Territorials, and was called 
! up; I was out for nearly three years and I have been 
home for three years. Mr. Cundell has not been out at 
all, and he has every boarded-out horse in the district, 
amongst them eight of my clients’. 

Co1.;Brittlebank : Perhaps you will allow me to say 
a few words on the question of the deputation. I am 
not quite !clear that some gentlemen are satisfied 
with the attitude that was taken up. I would not like 
it to go forth from this Council that we associated our¬ 
selves in any way with saying that the private practi¬ 
tioner attending was unfit to apply the tuberculin test. 
That would be wicked. What was done, was done in 
the larger interests of the question. Those of you who 
are acquainted with what is necessary in this matter 
know the very considerable amount of preliminary work 
that is necessary. It is a very long ana a very tedious 
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2153 Macintosh, J., 22, Lieut., 4 years’ service 
2164 Kay, J. R. B., 19, Lieut., If years’ service 

2155 McDonald, J., 23, 5 years’ service, K.R.R. 

The following applications were deferred|:—1982,1987, 
2037, 2050, 2115, 2127, 2132, 2135, 2156. 

Meeting held on 6th November. 1919* 
Present: Mr. W. J. Mulvey in the chair, Messrs. J- 
McKinna, S. H. Slocock. 

Educational certificates . Certificates Nos. 2174,2175, 
2176 were submitted and approved. 

Applications for exemption. Applications for exemp¬ 
tion were received from 23 ex-service candidates for ex¬ 
emption from the Preliminary Examination, in each case 
accompanied by educational certificates or a testimonial 
from Headmasters. 

It was resolved That the applications be granted in 
the following cases :— 

1918 Stewart, W. Lyle, 21, Cadet R.A.F., 8 months ser¬ 
vice. E. Us. Prelim. 1919, Eng., Maths., Latin, Dy¬ 
namics Further application to be allowed to take 
French separately. 

2116 Bowes. A. G., 24, Lieut. 

2127 Willing, R. R., 23, Lieut. 

2156 Syer, F. B., 19, 44 years’ service (joined up at 15) 

2160 Wilson, R. S., 24,~6 years’ service. Trooper 

2163 Rogerson, R. B., commission, 2 years’ service 

2164 Smith, B. R. H., 21, Lieut.. 3 years’ service 

2166 Richardson, H. B., 2l£, 4| years’ service, Lieut. 

R.A.F., m.c. and 1915 Star 

2167 Flackett, H., 21, Lieut., 5 years’ service, enlisted at 

16, (farming previously) 

2168 Moore, V # . S. 

2170 Boreham, C. G. R., 24, 4 years’^service, A/Major, 

Croix de Guerre 

2171 Beckett, F., 23, 5 years’ service, wounded, in hos¬ 

pital 

2172 Birtwistle, J., 24, 3 years’ service 

2173 James, D. L., 27, 4 years’ service 

The following applications were deferred:—Nos. 1982, 
2135, 2161. 2165, 2169. 

Special applications. An application was received 
from Mr. W. J. Ironside for exemption from part of the 
first year’s course, in virtue of his holding the Minor 
Pharmaceutical Qualification. 

It was resolved, That the application be not acceded 
to. 

An application was received from Mr. R. A. S. Mac¬ 
donald for permission to defer his examination in Stable 
Management until July 1920 on account of illness. 

It was resolved That the application be acceded to. 
Colonial Graduates. An application was received 
from Capt. M. G. O’Gogartv, late R.A.V.C., graduate of 
the Ontario Veterinary College, 1912, for permission to 
sit at the Membership Examination after attendance at 
the final year’s course. 

It was resolved, That the application be deferred 
pending the receipt of further information. 

Meeting held on 4th December, 1919. 
Present: Mr. W. J. Mulvey in the Chair, Sir John 
M’Fadyean, Messrs. J. Mcl. McCall, Prof. E. S. Shave, 
Mr. S. H. Slocock. 

Educational Certificates. —Certificates Nos. 2210-2214 
were submitted and approved. 

Applications for Exemption. —Applications were re¬ 
ceived from 41 ex-service students for exemption from 
the Preliminary Educational Examination, in each case 
accompanied by a testimonial or a Headmaster’s certifi¬ 
cate. 

It was resolved that the applications be granted in 
the following cases:— 

2158 Gray, A. H., 20, 2 years’ service^ wounded. 

2159 Stephens, J. C., 20, 2 years’ service, Lieut. 

2161 Bowen, C. I., 27, 2 years’ service. 


2177 Morrison, H. G., 23, 4£ years’ service. 

2178 Sheppard, R. T, 21, 3 years’ service. 

2180 Dowling, A. B., 29, 4 years’ service. Lieut. 

2181 Fraser, J. H„ 22, 5 years’ service, (leave also gran¬ 

ted to sit Class A. exam., July 1920). 

2182 Chambers, R. A., 24, 5 years’ service, Capt. 

2183 Mitchell, R. C., 20, 5 years’ service. 

2185 Gilmore, A. E., 4j years’ service, (also exempted 

from Class A. with the exception of Anatomy)^ 

2186 Franklin, A. V., 22, 4 years’ service, Lieut. 

2187 Wilkins, W. G., 21, 2 years’ service, Lieut. 

2188 Hoskins, P. L., 20, 3f years’ service. 

2189 Pollock, N., 19, If years’ service. 

2190 Mitchell, J. G. C., 21, 3 years’ service, Lieut. 

2191 Morgan- Jones, J. C. M., 24, 2 years’ servioe, Lieut 

2192 Wilson, R. M., 25, 4 years’ service. 

2193 Gilman, F. J., 27, 4j years’ service, m.m., Lieut. 

2194 Grogan, G. J. P., 26, 5 years’ service. Sergt. 

2195 Weir, F. B., 32, 4j years’ service. 

2196 Fulton, A. M., 21, 3 years, R.A.V.C. 

2197 Wallace, J. C., 21, 3$ years’ eervice, Lieut. 

2199 Munro, G. D., 24, 54 years’ service, Lieut. 

2200 Rogan, G. E, 28, 4£ years’ service, Lieut. 

2201 Jamieson, G. R., 20, 2 years’ service. 

2204 Green, A., 5 years’ service, (from Pte. to Capt.). 

2207 Elphicke, C., 23, 5 years’ service, H.A.C. 

2208 Whitworth, A., 25, 5 years’ service, Lieut. 

2215 Ward, A. E., 22, 5 years’ service. 

The following cases were deferred Nos. 1892, 2179, 

2202 2207. 

Colonial Graduates .—H. Y. Fenn, Capt. R.A.V.C., 
Ontario Diploma (2 years’ course), renewed application. 

It was resolved to recommend that in view of his 
military service, Capt. H. Y. Fenn, be exempted from 
the first two years of the course, and be permitted to 
enter a Veterinary College as a third year student 
W. G. Bunnell, Capt. R.A.V.C., Ontario Diploma (2 
years’ course). 

It was resolved to recommend that in view of his 
military service, Capt. W. G. Bunnell, be exempted from 
the first two years of the course, and be permitted to 
enter a Veterinary College as a third year student. 

M. G. O’Gogarty, Capt. R.A.V.C., Ontario Diploma, 
(3 years’course). 

It was resolved to recommend that in view of his 
military service, Capt. M. G. O’Gogarty be permitted to 
sit for the Final Examination after one complete session’s 
attendance at a Veterinary College. 

A. H. Bryan, Capt. B.Sc., D.V.M., (Pennsylvania) (4 
years' course) permission granted to sit for the Final 
Examination after one session’s attendance. 


It was resolved that, provided a satisfactory certificate 
of attendance is received, Capt. A. H. Bryan is permit* 
ted to take the Final Examination in July 1920. 

Applications from Veterinary Students .—It was re¬ 
solved that in view of their military service, the follow¬ 
ing students be permitted to take the Class A Examine* 
tion in December provided that a satisfactory certificate 
is received as to their attendance since Joining the 
Edinburgh College in April 1919R. B. H. Murray. 
J. M. T. McRorie. 


Reports on December Examinations. The Secretary 
read the reports of the Local Secretaries, the delegates 
and the Chairmen of the Board of Examiners on the 
December examinations. 

It was resolved :—That a copy of the report of the 
Local Secretary in Liverpool be transmitted to the 
Registrar of the University of Liverpool. (2) That a 
letter of thanks be conveyed to those persons and Insti¬ 
tutions who have rendered assistance in connection with 
the examinations. 

Fellomhip Examination. The Secretary reported 
that at the Fellowship Examination held on December 
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6th, two candidates entered and the following candidate 
was successful in obtaining the diploma Mr. E. S. W. 
Peatt. 

Educational Certificates, Certificates Nos. 2082,2244, 
-2249, 225872225 were submittted and approved. 

Applications fen' Exemption. Applications were re¬ 
ceived from 41 ex-service candidates, in each case accom¬ 
panied by educational certificates or testimonials from 
headmasters, 

It was resolved '.—That the applications be granted in 
the following instances:— 

1818 O’Mara, W. J. H., 35, 4 years’ service 
2153 Moorhead, H. V., 21, 3J years’ service 
2179 Ridgman, G., 22, 4 years 1 service 
2203 Wilson, T., 29, 4£ years’ service 
2205 Maybin, J. A., 24, 3j years’ service 
2209 Woolley, N., 22, 3 years’ service 
2216 MacPhee, D. A., 26, 4j years’ service 

2218 Higgins, A. C. E., 22, 2 years’ service 

2219 Watson, R. A., 27, 3j years’ service 

2221 Wright, J. G., 22, 5 years’ service, Lieut. 

2222 Barclay, J., 21, 3 years’service, wounded 

2223 Storrar, E. R. D., 21, 3 years’ service 

2224 Forbes, S. W., 21, 2| years’ service 

2226 Pierce, W., 25, 5 years’ service, Lieut. 

2227 Cooke, R. D., 27, 3J years’ service 
2231 Lambert, W. M., 22, 5 years’ service 

2233 Richards, H. W., 20, 2 years’ service 

2234 Alexander, 1L. 23, 6 years’ service 

2236 Darling, 23. G., 31, 4 years’ service, m u., m.s.m., 
Croix de Guerre 

2238 Barrett, E P., 21, 3$ years’ service 
2242 Morgan, C. P., 22, 4 years’ service (subject to pro¬ 
duction of certificate) 

2251 Parkes, E. W., 23, 5 years’ service 
That exemption be granted in the following case sub¬ 
ject to the candidate producing a statutory declaration 
with regard to the possession of the Cape University 
High Scnool certificate 

2228 Fern, A, 23, 3} years’ service. 

That the following cases be deferred 1982, 2217, 
2226, 2229, 2230, 2232, 2235, 2237,2239, 2241, 2250, 2252. 

Application from Ex-Sendee Veterinary Students .— 
Applications were received from rejected students at 
the December Examination, for permission to pass to 
the next year’s course and to be allowed to take at the 
July examination the subject in which they failed. 

It was resolved ’.—That as a general rule no exemption 
be granted in cases where the applicant has already been 
granted a concession. 

That the applications of the following candidates be 
granted :— 

Class A. R.B.H. Murray. 

Class B. A. Houston, A. C. Bowie, T. H. Manley. 

In the case of C. Hargreaves, permission was granted 
for him to pass to Class C. subject to taking the Class 
R exam, in July 1920. 

Class D. J. D. Tremlett. A. P. Gately. 

Applications from successful candidates at the Dec¬ 
ember Examinations were received for permission to 
take the succeeding examination in July 1920. 

It was resolved that the applications be not acceded 
to. 

Applications ft am Colonial Graduates. —Applications 
from two Colonial Graduates who were rejected at the 
Class D. Examination in December were considered, and 
It was resolved that it be left to the President to 
arrange for a special examination in March if a sufficient 
cumber of candidates are eligible at that date. 

An application was received from Capt. E. V. Heron, 
llA. V.U., B. V.Sc., Toronto. 1910 to sit for the Final Ex¬ 
amination after an attendance for two terms at an 
affiliated Veterinary School. 


It was resolved that the application be acceded to. 

On the motion of Dr. McCall, seconded by Mr. Slo- 
oock, the report was adopted. 

Honours and Prizes Committee. 

Mr. Banham read the following report of a meeting 
held on Friday, January 9th 

Correspondence. —The Secretary reported the receipt 
of letters of thanks from the gentlemen elected as Hon¬ 
orary Associates. 

\\ alley Memorial Prize. —The Secretary submitted 
the report of the Auditors on the marks gained by the 
students eligible for the Walley Memorial Prize, which 
showed that Mr. J. F. Timoney gained the highest 
number of marks, namely 104. 

It was resolved that the Walley Memorial Prize for 
1919 be awarded to Mr. J. F. Timoney of the Royal 
Veterinary College of Ireland. 

Williams Memorial Prize. —The Secretary submitted 
the report of the Auditors on the marks gained by the 
students eligible for the Williams Memorial Prize, and 
was instructed to take the opinion of the Solicitor with 
regard to the interpretation of the regulations. 

Jubilee Memorial Prize.— It was resolved that an ex¬ 
amination for the Jubilee Memorial Prize be held in 
September next, and that the Secretary be instructed to 
make the necessary arrangements. 

On the motion of Mr. Banham, seconded by Mr. 
Slocock, the report was adopted. 

Publication, Library, and Museum Committee. 

Dr. Bradley read the following report of a meeting 
of the Committee held on Friday, 9th January :— 

Presentations to Library. —The Librarian reported 
that since the previous quarterly meeting the following 
presentations had been made to the Library 

By Mr. H. Kidd The foure chiefest offices belong¬ 
ing to horsemanship — by Thomas Blundevill, 2nd edition, 
1580. 

By Prof. G. FinziExtraits des C. R. Soc. Biol, 
(questions de la tuberculose). La Diagnosi dell a Tu- 
bercolosi, 1911; Contributions a l’etudo des Lymph- 
angites du Cheval, 1911 ; Sobra un caso di leucemia 
linfo-adenoide a decorso acuto nel cavallo, 1913; La 
Semiotica del sangue nel cavallo e nel bue, 1919 ; Ver- 
tigine da intossicaz'one neuro-cerebrale nel cavallo, 1914 ; 
Sul catarro epizootico laringo-tracheale del cavallo 1914 ; 
La pleuropolmonite settica del vittelli in rapporto alle 
altre polmoniti dei bovini (Bott. Carlo PomeUa) 1914; 
Anaplasmoii 1917 ; Les composes du mercure dans le 
traitement de la lympbangite epizootique, 1917 ; Sulla 
terapia della morva, 1919. 

By Prof. E. Perroncito II Carbonchio, 1884 ; Trat- 
tato teorico-practico delle malattie pin communi degli 
Animali Domestici, 1905 ; Brevi osservazioni sul Cysti- 
cercus tennicolis e sulla sua membranaavventizia, 1872 ; 
Ricerche sul Vino amaro, 1888 ; Della pneumoenterite 
infettiva o Cholera dei maiali, 1899 ; II coccidio jalino 
ed il microsporidio poliedrico nell' uomo, 1902 ; Soil’ 
emoterapia ed emoprofilassi dell’Afta epizootics, 1901; 
Une maladie mortefle du lapin produite par la lamblia 
intestinalis de l’homme et du rat, 1902 ; Eozoozia in 
maialetti da “Rhabdonema Strongiloide ” 1907; La 
Maladie des Mineurs, 1912 ; Sulla cura della Distom- 
atossi, 1913; II distoma erratico del polmone, 1913; 
Ancora sull’incrocio e selezione nell’allevamento brado di 
cavalli, 1919. 

By M. J. Fray“ L’Oasis de Gabes, a un point de vue 
agricole ” 1890. 

By G. F. Hill .—Report of the W. and E. Hall, Fellow 
in the Melbourne University Veterinary Research Insti¬ 
tute ; Part I., The Life History of Habronema muscse, 
H. Microstoma and H. Megastoma. Part II., Certain 
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points in the Life History of Melophagus ovinas the 
Sheep Louse Fly or Sheep Tick, 1918. 

By Capt. J. F. D. Tutt u A squamous epithelioma, 
involving the frontal and superior maxillary sinuses in 
a mare, 1919. 

A Malarial Parasite in the Blood of a Buffalo, A. L. 
Sheather, 1919. Bacterium Abortus Infection of Bulls, 
J. M. Buck, and others, 1919. Stomach Worms in 
Sheep, U S. Dept, of Agric., 1919. The Loco Weed 
Disease. U.S. Dept, of Agric., 1919. A Study of the 
Alkali-forming Bacteria founa in Milk, U.S. Dept, of 
Agiic., 1919. 

Reports— Board of Agriculture for Scotland; Agri¬ 
cultural Statistics, 1917. Vol. VI., Part II. Union of 
South Africa; The Fifth and Sixth Reports of the 
Director of Veterinary Research, 1918. Annual Report, 
Punjab Veterinary College, C.V.D. Punjab, and Govern¬ 
ment Cattle Farm, Hissar, 1918-19. Annual Report 
C.V.D. Bihar and Orissa. 1918-19. Annual Report C. 
V.D. Madras Presidency, 1918-19. Annual Report, Vet¬ 
erinary Dept., Rangoon Municipality, 1918-19. Report 
of National Association for Prevention of Tuberculosis, 
1919. The Lister Institute of Preventive Medicine, 
List of Officers and Members. Cornell University^ Re¬ 
port of Conference at New York State Veterinary 
College, June 1919. 

Calendars.— The University of Liverpool, 1919-20. 
The University of Edinburgh, 1919-20. Royal College 
of Surgeons, 1919. 

Periodicals.—The Journal of the Board of Agricul¬ 
ture and Fisheries ; The Journal of the Department of 
Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland ; 
Scottish Journal of Agriculture ; The Journal of Phys¬ 
iology (per Sir F. Smith) : Revue de Pathologic Com¬ 
pare ; The Journal of Comparative Pathology and 
Therapeutics : The Veterinary Review ; The Veterinary 
Journal ; The Veterinary Record ; The Veterinary 
News ; The Rhodesia Agricultural Journal ; The New 
Zealand Jouimal oj Agriculture ; Journal of Dejxirt- 
ment of Agriculture ; Melbourne . Victoria ; The British 
Medical Journal (per Dr. Bradley); N. Y. University 
Veterinary Bulletin. 


It was resolved that the Secretary be instructed to 
convey an expression of thanks of the Council to Mr. 
Kidd for his valuable gift, and that the usual letters of 
thanks Be addressed to the other donors for their gifts I 
to the Library. 

Provision of Book Shelves .—The Treasurer reported 
that, as authorised, he had accepted an estimate for the 
provision of additional book shelves to the Library at 
an estimated cost of £65 12s. Od. It was resolved that 
the action of the Treasurer be approved. 

Periodicals .—The Librarian was authorised to renew 
subscriptions to the usual periodicals and to substitute 
II Nuovo Ercolani for II Moderno Zooiatria. 

Register , 1911.— The Secretary submitted estimates 
for the printing and binding of the Register for 1921, 
but after discussion it was resolved that the Secretary 
be instructed to obtain three or four additional 
estimates. 

Mr. Thatcher : May I ask if the author of the book 
which Mr. Kidd has presented, Thomas Blundevill, was 
the Earl of Leicester's Equerry ? 

Dr. Bradley : Yes. It is an extremely valuable 
publication, and the College now possesses a copy both 
of the first and second editions. 

Mr. Thatcher : You are to be congratulated. 

Dr. Bradley : I would like to say that the book is 
in a fair state of repair, but, like so many of these old 
books, it requires to undergo a certain amount of treat¬ 
ment, and we have received a very generous, but anony¬ 
mous, offer to send it to the hospital for the purpose of 


putting it in good condition. I think the College is to 
be congratulated most heartily on a distinct acquisition. 
(Hear, near). I move the reception and adoption of the 
Report 

Mr. Mulvey seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

D.A.T.I. Special Committee. 

Mr. Garnett read the following report of a Meeting 
of the Special Committee, held on Friday, 9th Jan. 

Correspondence. —A further letter from the Treasury 
was read, and it was resolved that the matter be left in 
the hands of Mr. F. W. Garnett. 

On the motion of Mr. Garnett, seconded by Mr. 
Price, the Report was adopted. 

Vote of Thanks to Mr. W. Woods. 

Mr. Mulvey : Mr. Woods, one of our Examiners, 
has very kindly given notice that he does not desire to 
receive any fees or travelling expenses for the last 
examination, and I am sure you will wish to join me in 
according him a very hearty vote of thanks for his 
consideration. 

The President : I am sure you will desire to thank 
Mr. Woods for his kindness in showing an interest in 
the College finances in this very practical way. 

The motion was carried by acclamation. 

Admission of Women to the Profession. 

The Secretary : It has been reported by the Par¬ 
liamentary Committee that the Sex Disqualification 
(Removal) Act has been passed into law, and no further 
action is therefore necessary in this matter. 

The Solicitor : That is so. Women are now en¬ 
titled to enter the Veterinary Profession. 

Mr. Mulvey : We have already had an application. 

Mr. Garnett : And we passed it, did we not ? 

Mr. Mulvey : Yes. 

The International Congress. 

The Secretary : Sir Stewart Stockman has asked 
me to read to the Council the following letter he has 
received from the Alumni Association, New York State 
Veterinary College, New York University :— 

Sir Stewart Stockman, New York, 

Chief Veterinary Officer, 9th December 1919. 

Board of Agriculture, London. 

Dear Sir,—1 am enclosing herewith a copy of a letter 
sent to Hon. Dr. D. A. De Jong, General Secretary of 
the Permanent Committee of the International Veter¬ 
inary Congresses, which is self-explanatory. 

In view of the fact that you acted as the General 
Secretary of the 10th International Veterinary Congress 
which was so successfully planned and unfortunately 
had to be abandoned, I take the liberty of addressing 
you with the view of obtaining your opinion whether 
our confreres in Great Britain and other countries 
would be pleased to have the next International Congress 
held in the United States. 

In appreciation of this favour—I am. Sir, 

Very respectfully yours, 

A.E.: I,B. (Sigd.) A. Eichhorn, Secretary. 

Committee of the American Veterinary Medical Asso¬ 
ciation for the Preparation of the Eleventh International 
Veterinary Congress : Dr. John R. Mohler, Chairman ; 
Dr. A. Eichhorn, Secretary ; Dr. L. A. Merillat: Dr. L. 
Van Es; Dr. D. S. White ; Dr. F. Torrance ; Dr. C. A 
Cary (Auburn). 

The following letter was enclosed 

Hon. Dr. D. A. De Jong, Professor. Dec. 9th, 1919. 

University of Leyden, Holland. 

Dear Sir,—At the annual meeting of the American 
Veterinary Medical Association held at New Orleans, 
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November 17th to 21st, a motion was adopted to invite 
the next International Veterinary Congress to meet in 
the United States of America. 

With this in view a Committee has been appointed by 
the President of the Association, and myself as Secre¬ 
tary of the Committee take the liberty of addressing 
you as the General Secretary of the Permanent Com¬ 
mittee to inquire whut procedure our Committee should 
pursue to bring this matter before the Permanent Com¬ 
mittee of the International Veterinary Congresses. 

The American Veterinary Medical Association thought 
that arrangements could be made to have the Congress 
meet in the United States in 1921, and should the time 
for preparing the Congress not be sufficient, then in that 
case in the year of 1922. The American Veterinary 
Medical Association now having a membership of ap¬ 
proximately 4,500 would be happy to have the oppor¬ 
tunity of entertaining the International Congress in this 
country, and, aside from the veterinarians of our Associ¬ 
ation, everyone interested in the veterinary profession 
and in the live stock industry of this country would 
heartily support snch a movement. While our Commit¬ 
tee has not as yet approached the Government as to the 
support we could expect to receive from that source, we 
are, however, satisfied that the proper authorities would 
render all the assistance towards the success of such an 
undertaking in this country. 

With this in view I would be thankful to receive any 
information and advice from you as to the procedure to 
extend to the proper authorities au official invitation at 
the earliest time, as we fully realise that it requires 
considerable time for the proper preparation of such an 
undertaking. 

Assuring you of my best appreciation for this favour. 

I am, Sir, 

Very respectfully yours, 

A.E.: I.B. (signed) A, Eichhorn, Secretary. 

Committee of the American Veterinary Medical As¬ 
sociation for the preparation of the eleventh Interna¬ 
tional Veterinary Congress :—Dr. John R. Mohler, 
Chairman, Dr. A.Eichhorn, Secretary, Dr. L. A. Merillat, 
Dr.D. A. Van Es, Dr. D. S. White, Dr. F. Torrance, 
Dr. C. A. Cary, (Auburn). 

Sir Stewart Stockman read a letter he had received 
from Dr. De Jong asking for the advice of the British 
Committee; and it was agreed, on the motion of Mr. 
Banham. seconded by Dr. Share-Jones, that a meeting 
of the General Committee of the tenth Internationa] 
Congress be summoned for Friday, February 6th next, 
to consider the matter. 

On the motion of Mr. Garnett, a hearty vote of thanks 
was accorded to ithe President for his conduct in the 
chair, and the meeting terminated. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1920. In each case the amount is 
£1 Is. Od. except where otherwise indicated * 


Anderson, R. G., Major, 
Cupar 

Angler, E. F., Fort William 
Atkinson, G., South Shields 
Appleton, A. F.. 

Col. A.V.S., Bromley 
Banham, G. A., Cambridge 
Barr, J., Norwich 
Batt, E. A., London, W. 
Batt, T. G., London, W. 
Bradley, Dr. O. G., 

Edinburgh 

Bray, M., King’s Lynn 


Begg, H., Hamilton 
Brear, N., Bradford 
Brekke, H. W., Hull 
Buckingham, H., Norwich 
Burgon, A. P., Haverhill 
Carter, J. H., 

Henley on-Thames 
Caldwell, J., Spilsby 
Cameron, J., Jun., 

Berwick-on-Tweed 
Cattell,J.G.. Karachi,India 
Conchie, J. Wright, 

Kidderminster 


Cornish-Bowden, A., 

Beckenham 
Darling, W. G., Worcester 
Davis, W. R., Enfield, N. 
Dawes, H. W., 

W. Bromwich 
Deighton, P., Belby 
Ducksbury, O. A., 

Lancaster 

Dunstan, J., Liskeard 
Edwards, J. T., 

London, N.W. 
Ed wards,W. P. S., Southsea 
Ferguson, A. S., Glasgow 
Gaiger, Prof. S. H., 

Glasgow 

Garnett, F. W,, Windermere 
Garside, W. S., Seaford 
Gillespie, W. S., 

Malpas, Cheshire 
Golding, G. H., Eastbourne 
Golledge, C. H., 

Major R.A.V.C. 
Golledge, L. St. Bel, 

Sherborne 

Gorton, B., London, E. 
Gosling, A. E., 

London, N.W. 
Green, T. S., Capt.R. A.V.C. 
Hamilton, G. E., 

Holt, Norfolk 
Heath, F. E., Birmingham 
Herbert, R., Rochdale 
Hill, W., Dunstable 
Holland, C., Tarporley 
Holroyd, J., Blackburn 
Howard, P. J., Ennis 
Howe, G., Buxton 

1919-1920 £2 28. * 
Hunting, C. S., Jun., 

Loughborough 
Hynes, C. P., Lismore, 

Co Waterford 
Jack, D. S., King’s Lynn 
Jurgenson, W. N., 

Major R.A.V.C. (T.F.) 
Keylock, H. E., Swindon 
King, H., London. S.E. 
King, W. S., London, E. 
Kirk, W. H., London, W. 
Lansley, G. D., Axminster 
Lewis, R. N., Argyll 
Lockwood, G„ 

Peterborough 
Lord, H. H., Manchester 
McCunn, J., London, E. 
MacGregor, D., Preston 
MacGregor, R, 

Market Harborough 
McLeod, D., Glasgow 
Marks, F., E. Grinstead 
Martin, D. G., 

Wettcliff-on Sea 


Mason, A. W., Leeds 
Masson, C., Torquay 
Meyrick, J. J., Salterton 
Morphew, H., Loxwood 
Nicholson, C., Swindon 
Parr, J. G., Leicester 
Pauer, W.. Black water 
Perry, E. M., Eastbourne 
Player, J., Edinburgh 
Pollard, H., Wakefield 
Pratt, S. W., 

Shanghai, China 
Proctor, J. W., Romford 
Rees, W. D., Trealan 
Richardson, T. O., 

Tarporley 
Richardson, J. M., 

Major R. A.V.C. 
Richmond, F. J., Oldham 
Richmond, F. J., 

London, S.W. 
Roberts, H. K., 

Bexley Heath 
Robertson, J. B., Lancaster 
Sewell, A. J., London, S.W. 
Sharpe, G. C. H., 

S. Rhodesia 
Sheffield, W. L, Harrogate 
Sikes, C. W. B, Warwick 
Slocock, S. L., 

Capt R.A.V.C. 
Smith, P. W. D., 

Major R.A.V.C. 
Stanley, E. T., London,S.E. 
Standley. H. P., Norwich 
Stewart, J. M., Swansea 
Storie, J. C., Capt.R. A.V.C. 
Sugden, J. W., 

Southminster 


Taylor, F. J, 

Major R.A.V.C. (T.F,) 
Taylor, J. L., Uddingston 
Tennant, R C., Windsor 
Thompson, F., Morecambe 
Thorne, H. A, Barnstaple 
Walker, W. S., Caroforth 
Wallis, F. M., Halstead 
Weighton, A., Hull 
Weir, D., Ayr 
Wbitlamsmitb, H. H., 

London, S.E. 
Willett, A. E., Staines 
Willett, J., London, N.W. 
Wright, W. R., Sidmouth 
Young, J. B., Braintree 
Young, T. Dunlop, London 
Previously 

acknowledged £227 17 0 


£345 9 0 


Dr. W. H. Dalrymple, m.r.o.v.s., formerly Professor 
of Comparative Medicine to the Louisiana State Univ¬ 
ersity, Baton Rouge, and Veterinarian to the Louisiana 
Agricultural Experiment Stations, has now been 
appointed Dean of the College of Agriculture of the 
Louisiana State University and Director of the Agri¬ 
cultural Experiment Stations of the State. 
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PROFESSIONAL FEES. 

Sib,—M ay I crave a little space in which to criticise 
the amended scales of professional fees adopted by the 
N.E.V.M.A. and the W.S.V.M.A., as published in your 
current issue ? 

In my view they show evidence of spasmodic effort 
and lack of appreciation of the present and prospective 
situations, which largely discount their value. 

Whether this is true or not it is only what is to be 
expected when work of this kind is undertaken by 


decentralised effort as compared with that of a parent 
Society operating on the principie of “ All for each and 
each for all/’ 

1 have priced up a few imaginary cases based on the 
fees and mileages adopted by these two Societies, and 
this is what 1 make of them. 

For the sake of brevity I will refer to the N.E.V.M.A. 
scale as that of England, and that of the W.S.V.M.A. as 
appertaining to Scotland. In each case the amount is 
the total charge for attendance, medicine (or operation) 
at one visit. 


1. 

Nature of Case. 

Parturition (mare) 

Distance. 

8 miles 

England. 

£2 0 0 

Scotland. 
£1 16 0 

2. 

Parturition (cow) 

... 6 ,i 

up to an 
unstated sum 

1 16 0 

to 

2 7 0 
1 3 0 
to 

1 13 fi 
1 7 6 

3. 

Colic (Physic, Hypo, and 2 Draughts) 

... io „ 

1 14 0 

4. 

Tuberculin Test (20 cows) 

... 4 „ 

12 14 0 

5 0 0 

5. 

Milk Fever 

... 5 „ 

1 3 6 

14 6 

6. 

Castration (horse over three years old) 

... 7 „ 

4 0 0 

2 16 0 

7. 

Examination for Insurance (one animal) 

... 4 ,, 

18 6 

(mileage optio 
17 0 

8. 

Everted Uterus (after 10 p.m.) ... 

... 3 „ 

3 0 0 

1 0 6 

9. 

Abortion (Inoculation of 20 cows) 

... 10 „ 

4 1 0 

3 8 6 


These few illustrations will serve to show the differ¬ 
ence which we place on the value of our own services in 
districts not far removed and for exactly the same kind 
of work. 

Take, first, the tuberculin test. England charges 
£12.14. 0. for 20 cows at a distance of 4 miles ; Scotland 
does the job for £5. With a large number of animals 
the discrepancy is greater. For 50 head of cattle Eng¬ 
land would charge £28 9.0. and Scotland £7.5.0. Again, 
the charge for castrating a colt over 3 years old and 7 
miles distant would seem to be £4. in England and £2 
16. 0. or less in Scotland. 

An everted uteruB after 10 o’clock at night, and at a 
distance of 3 miles, would be an expensive luxury in the 
N.E. district, costing a matter of £3., as compared with 
the modest sum of 20s. 0d. in the Glasgow area. Prac¬ 
titioners in the last named district treat «a cow with 
milk fever (5 miles away) for 14s. 6d. but they charge 
only an additional 6s. for returning an everted uterus at 
two o’clock in the morning. 

The charge for inoculation with anti-abortin seems to 
be a muddle too. The total fees and mileage for immu¬ 
nising 20 cows at a distance of 10 miles varies from 
£4 1. 0. to £3 8.6. in the two districts, the charge being 
2s. fid. each (10s. fid. for 1st N.E.). Is not this most 
valuable preventive treatment worth more than a physic 
ball? 

Referring again to tuberculin, the W.S. Association 
proposes to charge as little as Is. fid. per head after the 
20th animal and this, please note, marks “ a substantial 
increase ’’— What in Heaven’s name, was the fee on the 
old scale 1 

I am writing in a private capacity—not as Secretary 
of a V.M. A., and the conclusion I have arrived at is that 
these two scales of amended fees, are generally speaking, 
much too low, with the exception of one or two N.E. 
items which err in the opposite direction. 

If any practitioner who thinks of adopting these will 
first reduce the figures to their present, as compared 
with pre-war values, he will find that he was a great 
deal better off in the old world than in the new. 

The 1914 sovereign has the purchasing value to-day 
of slightly less than 8s. 4d.; all our patients are of about 
treble their pre-war value, and their owners prosperous 
to an extent they never dreamed of a few short years 
ago. 


If we keep these facts in front of us when charging 
for our services we shall not be testing many cattle at 
eighteen pence a piece or confer immunity against abor¬ 
tion for half-a-crown,—Your obedient servant, 
Kettering, Jan. 21st Tbevob S. Spengxb 


LESIONS AND DIAGNOSIS OF SWINE FEVER 
A CoRBicnoN. 

In the report of the discussion on Mr. E. Brown’s 
paper, at the November meeting of the Royal Counties 
Y.M.A., which appeared in your issue of Jan. 10th, 
p. 323, the reporter, in his endeavour to summarise my 
remarks has shorn them of some of the context, and so 
has quite altered the interpretation of my statements, 
and this calls for some correction or explanation from 
myself. That this is so is shown by the fact that I have 
received some correspondence respecting it, and have 
been asked to clear up some points. 

In my view, I added to the discussion only one point 
of importance concerning the lesions of swine fever, and 
that referred to the kidney lesions in acute cases where 
the presence of very small beemorrhagic points may 
occur in the cortex and are very significant. This refer¬ 
ence was omitted from the report, and so was Mr. 
Brown’s subsequent acknowledgement of his omission 
to note it in the paper. 

It is not necessary for me to traverse the whole ques¬ 
tion, but it may be well if I repeat some of the questions 
that have been put to me arising out of the report, and 
the answers which I think they call for. (1) Can one 
produce swine fever by any form of feeding ?—No ! un¬ 
less the food is contaminated with excreta of affected 
swine. I had simply mentioned that years ago farmers 
in Cheshire had insisted to me that they could produce 
swine fever at will by certain lines of feeding, but though 
they might make pigs ill, and produce symptoms of un- 
thriftiness which they thought resembled swine fever, it 
was certainly not swine fever, as was shown by the fact 
that if they put such sick pigs in the same sty aa 
healthy pigs they would not cause infection. Thus the 
omission of an essential part of my statement completely 
altered the sense of my remarks, and gave rise to ques¬ 
tion No. 2. 

(2) May one place swine fever infected pigB in the 
same place as healthy pigs without running the risk of 
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passing the disease on Certainly not; unless the latter 
had been immunised. The answer to question (1) shows 
the origin of the question, and an affirmative answer 
would have been the logical one if the report had been 
correct. 

(3) Is not swine fever the same as hog cholera ?—Yes ! 
At any rate, in this country the terms are quite synony¬ 
mous, but in the discussion I mentioned that I was 
informed of a tendency in some parts of N. America to 
separate the terms, using hog cholera for the affection 
due to the filterable or ultra-visible virus, and swine 
fever for the ulceration of the bowel due to the so-called 
swine fever bacillus. I regard this as unfortunate ; 
since, in my opinion, the only lesion by which this 
serious contagious disease can be diagnosed—as a general 
routine measure, is the presence of the specific lesions in 
the alimentary tract—Yours faithfuUy, 

Geo. H. Wooldridge. 

THE VETERINARY ASSOCIATION 
OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 

After being in a more or less moribund condition 
during the war, owing to the absence of so many mem¬ 
bers on active service, the Association revived about 
the middle of 1919 as the men returned from Europe, 
and at a meeting held in August it was decided to re- 
commenca regular meetings. The officers who had been 
elected in 1914 were requested to carry on for the rest of 
the year. The President, Mr. S. T. D. t Symons, m.r.o. v.s., 
on behalf of the Association, welcomed home those who 
had been on active service, and offered a tribute to those 
members of the Association who had paid the uttermost 
sacrifice. 

Meetings were held each following month. In Sep¬ 
tember Capt. O. K. Thorpe, a.a.v.o., gave the Associ¬ 
ation a description of the work of a Mobile Veterinary 
Section in Palestine ; in October Mr. McEachran, 

M. R.C.V.S., spoke interestingly of some aspects of his 
work while stationed in the Northern territory of Aus¬ 
tralia ; and the last meeting of the year was occupied by 
a keen discussion on Swine Fever and its control, initi¬ 
ated by Dr. Dodd, d.v.sc., f.r.c v.s. 

One great disappointment met members on their re¬ 
turn from abroad, and that was that the Veterinary 
Surgeons Bill haa again failed to become law, and 

N. S.W. thus drops still further behind her sister states 
of Victoria and Western Australia. It is hoped that on 
this and kindred subjects increased activity will be 
shown next year, particularly in an effort now on foot to 
form an Australian Veterinary Association comprising 
all the States. 

The Association tenders its congratulations to Mr. C. 
J. Sanderson, m.r.c.v.s, on his appointment as Chairman 
of the Tick Control Board, and wishes him all success 
in his effort to eradicate the tick from N.S.W.; and to 
Mr. Finlay, b.v.sc., on receiving the Walter and Eliza 
Hall Veterinary Research Scholarship. 

56 Bridge St, Sydney, Max Henry, Hon. Sec. 

4th Dec. 


Personal. 

Francis—Knowles. At the Church of St. Peter's, 
Wisbech, Cambs., by the Rev. Crookham, o.b.e., on 
Wednesday, Jan. 7th, Edward Percy Francis, eldest son 
of the late Alexander Francis and Mrs. Francis, of 
Chatteris, Cambs., to Winifred, only daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. R. W. Knowles, Wisbech. 

Tindle—Horbury. The marriage arranged between 
Capt. Robert Tindle. R.A.V.C., and Dora, eldest 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. N. H. Horbury, Greenfields, 
Little Sutton, Cheshire, took place on the 6th inst at 
St. Paul's, Hooton. 


WAR HONOURS. 

War Office, January 16,1920. 

The following were among the Decorations and medals 
awarded by the Allied Powers at various dates to the 
British Forces for distinguished services rendered during 
the course of the campaign. The King has given unre¬ 
stricted permission in all cases to wear the decorations 
and medals in question :— 

Conferred by the Sultan of Egypt. 

Order of the Nile. 

* * * * 

3rd Class—Maj.-Gen. E. R. C. Butler, o.b., c.m.o. 
f.r.c.v.8., late R. A.V.C. 

* * * * * 

4th Class—Maj. P. V. Beatty 
Conferred by the President of the French Republic. 
Ordre du Merits Agricole. 

* * * * 

Officier—Maj. (actg. Lt.-Col.) H. Gamble, o.b.e. 

F.R.C.V.8. 

Maj. (actg. Col.) W. A. Pallm, cb.e., d.s.o., f.r.c.v.s. 
Chevalier.—Temp. Capt F. W. Cosgrove 
Capt. H. D. Sparrow, (t.f.) 

Conferred by the King of Italy. 

Croce di Guerra. 

* * * * 

Maj. and Bt Lt.-Col. (actg. Lt.-Col.) W. A. Jelbart 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 

Extracts from London Oanette 

Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps 
War Office, Whitehall, Jan. 18. 

The following Capts. relinquish the actg. rank of Mai. 
on ceasing to hold the appt. of D.A.D.V.S.:—F. R. 
Roche Kelly (Nov. 3, 1919) ; B. R. Body (Nov. 14, 
1919). 

Jan. 9. 

Lt.-Col. T. W. Rudd, o.b.e., to be actg. Col. whilst hold¬ 
ing the appt. of D.D.V.S. (Nov. 18, 1919). 

The following Capts. relinquish the actg. rank of Maj. 
on ceasing to hold the appt of D.A.D.V.S. R. F. 
Brett (Nov. 14, 1919); W. F. L. Bright (Nov. 18, 
1919). 

Temp. Capt. E. M. Hill relinquishes his cmmn. on com¬ 
pletion of service (Dec. 11,1919), and retains the rank 
of Capt, 

Jan. 12. 

Lt-Col. (actg. Col.) W. D. Smith, c.m g., d.s.o., to be Col. 
(Feb. 5,1919): Capt. P. S. Sparling is seed, for ser¬ 
vice with the Egyptian Army (Oct. 8,1919). 

Jan. 13. 

Capt F. B. Ditmas, t.f., to be actg. Maj. while holding 
the appt of D.A.D.V.S. (Aug. 6,1919). 

Jan. 17. 

The following relinquish the actg. rank of Lt. Col. on 
ceasing to hold the appt. of A.D.V S.:—Maj. L. M. 
Verney, D.8.O., f.r.c.v.8., (May 6,1919); Capt. H. Bone, 
m.c., (May 11, 1919). 

The following Capts. relinquish the actg. rank of Maj. on 
ceasing to hold the appt. of D.A.D.V.S.:—J.W. O’Kel¬ 
ly, O.B.E., (March 29, 1919) : W. H. Thomas (April 30, 
1919) : D. R. Williamson, Spec. Res. (May 1, 1919) ; 
J. A. McMenamin. Spec. Res. (May 12, 1919). 

The following temp. Capts. relinquish their commns. on, 
completion of service.:—W. Sherriff (Dec. 4, 1919 
and is granted the rank of Maj.; G. H. Melck (Dec- 
25, 1919), and retains the rank of Capt 
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“ Beware of Imitators.” 

The last line of a circular sent out by “ A. D. Cooper, 
the Bond Divider,” of 57 Davies-street, Berkeley-square, 
London, W. 1, reads thus 

M My final warning to all is : Beware of Imitators.” 

Mr. A. D. Cooper, the Bond Divider, is offering to sell 
bonds of the new French loan at £21 each. As they can 
be purchased through banks and brokers at between £12 
ana £13 each there is no attraction in his offer nor in 
that of any imitator. Mr. Cooper’s idea is to cater for 
the requirements of those who cannot afford to buy a 
a whole bond. His prices for divided bonds are £10 10s 
for a half bond, £5 5s. for a quarter bond, and £1 Is. for 
one-twentieth of a bond. As the intending purchaser 
of half a bond need only add another |£2 10s. to Mr. 
Cooper’s price in order to purchase a whole bond through 
a responsible banker, there is not much to be gained by 
closing with Mr. Cooper’s offer. 

Presumably the difference between Mr. Cooper’s price 
and the quotation obtainable from a responsible banker 
represents Mr. Cooper’s charge for looking after the 
bonds and collecting the prizes, if any. The bonds 
bought under his scheme will be held by three trustees, 
as it is impossible physically to cut them up into halves 
and quarters and twentieths. The three trustees will 
be 

A. D. Cooper, 

57 Davies Street, Berkeley Square, W. 1.; 

S. Wood, Esq., 

“ The Ferns,” Akerman Road, Brixton, S.W. 9 ; 

T. H. Billington, Esq., 

160 Westbourne Grove, London, W. 

Mr. A. D. Cooper, the Bond Divider, adds the assur¬ 
ance that 


“ I have great pleasure of informing (sic) the public 
that my manager is an experienced man on the Paris 
Bourse, and also a late member, resigned, of the London 
Stock Exchange, in whom explicit confidence can be 
placed.” 

In the absence of detailed information concerning the 
manager, it is interesting to find, on reference to the 
London Directory, that one of the trustees, T. H. Billing- 
ton, Esq., is a “ canine specialist.” This is the first oc¬ 
casion on which we have observed that a canine specialist 
is specially qualified for the office of trustee of funds on 
behalf of small investors or speculators. Perhaps the 
fact proves the truth of somebody’s recent observation 
that “ we are all financiers now.” By the way, Mr. Coo¬ 
per’s name does not appear in the Post Office Directory 
at 57 Davies Street, Berkeley Square, which is there 
given as the address of Dorakleen, Limited, “ complexion 
specialists,” or, according to the Telephone Directory, 
“ beauts specialists.” A telephone call to Dorakleen 
was answered on behalf of Mr. Cooper last evening, but 
he himself was out. It may be questioned whether the 
three gentlemen named recognise the responsibility tbev 
are assuming in offering to become trustees for small 
investors in bonds, the large majority of which may not 
be repaid in less than seventy-five years.— The Financial 
News , Dec. IV, 1919. 


Captain Peter Hauoh, m.rc.v.s., eldest son of Mr 
Maxwell Haugh, Glasgow, and lately of Kircudbright 
has received an appointment under the New Zealand 
Government. Captain Haugh qualified m.r.c.v.s. at the 
Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, Edin., in 1909.— 
N.B.A. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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Scheduled Disease in 1919. 

In oar issue of January 3rd appears the Board of 
Agriculture complete returns of scheduled disease 
for 1919. They are interesting, as showing our 
progress during the first year after the conclusion of 
hostilities. 

Foot-and-mouth disease is now by far our most 
serious danger. During the year there were 75 
outbreaks, involving nearly 3,500 animals, against 3 
outbreaks in 1918, none in 1917, and 1 in 1916. 
Something like this was only to be expected in the 
present circumstances, and is likely to continue for 
some time at least. We cannot prevent more or 
less frequent incursions of the disease; but the Board 
has so far been succesful in limiting the extent of 
each visitation. 

Babies is dying down. An examination of the 
figures for the whole period it has been with us, 
and especially a comparison of the first and second 
six months of 1919, suggest that we are not far from 
the end of this outbreak. 

Anthrax, which declined rapidly during the war, 
now shows a much slighter fall—234 outbreaks 
against 245, 421, and 551 in the three preceding 
years. During the latter half of 1919 it actually 
increased; and the present position is hardly reas¬ 
suring. 

The sheep-scab figures are also rather unsatisfac¬ 
tory, showing a rise of from 352 outbreaks in 1918 
to 438 in 1919. This is solely due to an increase 
late in 1919, 

At present, swine fever is increasing—2305 out¬ 
breaks against 1407 in 1918 and 2104 in 1917. Se¬ 
rum treatment has lessened our losses from this dis¬ 
ease, but will never eradicate it. 

Parasitic mange is still increasing—5016 out¬ 
breaks against 4483 in 1918—but its rise has been 
very slight in the last six months, and there are 
grounds for hoping that we shall soon regain con¬ 
trol over it. 

Glanders, after rising from 25 outbreaks in 1917 
to 34 in 1918, has dropped again to 25. Its decline 
during the year of demobilisation should be credited 
to the mallein test, and to its use by the Army 
Veterinary Service. 

The figures indicate a good, and generally suc¬ 
cessful fight against soheauled disease. They sug- 
eat something of future difficulties and dangers; 
ut they justify the hope that this country will suf¬ 
fer much less from post-war animal disease than 
many others in Europe. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Bovine Haematuria in Denmark. 

J. H. Cleeman. in the Schweizer Archiv. fur Tier- 
heilkunde , has described an epizootic observed in 
Denmark in 1918. In a month and a half, in one 
locality, 32 grave cases of haematuria were seen in 
milch cows, and the results were fatal in 27 oases. 
The disease was known as a sporadic and benign 
affection of young cattle, being observed annually 
in cows fed with turnips; but all these cases re¬ 
covered if treated in time. As the author could not 
find any larva of ticks, he attributed the affection 
to an irritant substance contained in the hay. 

The following is typical of this outbreak. The 
cow bad calved normally two or three weeks before, 
and was in good health. She suddenly became af¬ 
fected with loss of appetite, Btraining, and passage 
of sanguinolent urine. The temperature was nor¬ 
mal or sub-normal, the pulse weak, and the heart¬ 
beats irregular. The mucous membranes, especially 
the vaginal, were pale and dirty yellow, Defecation 
was effected in small quantities, and with consider¬ 
able straining. The urine was more or less reddened, 
but not always so. 

A good number of the cows in the shed sickened 
with these symptoms ; and in all the serious oases 
the course was acute, lasting from two to three days. 
The cardiac function remained irregular. The 
powers diminished by degrees so much that the 
animal became unable to rise. If the cow had a 
tendency to recovery, then the pulse and the cardiao 
function improved, and the urine cleared in three or 
four days. The appetite increased; but the animal 
remained weak and anaemic for a long time. 

In some cases the author observed an abundant 
milk secretion till a few hours before death. The 
prognosis is unfavourable in all those cases in which 
the appetite does not rapidly augment. The author 
has tried various means of treatment without posi¬ 
tive results. 

It seems that the disease is encouraged by feeding 
with turnips cows which have calved a short time 
before. This diet disturbs the metabolism just at 
the time when the animals needs proteid substances. 
—(La Clinica Veterinaria). 

Bovine Malignant Haematuria, 

F. A. Andersen, in the Schweizer Archiv fur Tier - 
heilkunde , has given an aooount of this condition. 
It is only seen in cows which have calved from one 
to five weeks before, and which, for the most part, 
are giving a good yield af milk. The temperature 
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generally remains normal, only falling at the ap¬ 
proach of death. The pulse is frequent. The heart¬ 
beats are so strong that they are perceptible at a 
distance. The vaginal mucous membrane is rigid 
and hard; it forms folds, and is almost always 
soiled with sanguinolent mucus. The urine is dark 
at first, then blackish and thick, and is emitted with 
pain. The principal symptom is jaundice, which is 
present in all the cases, and is visible from the be¬ 
ginning of the illness. Post-mortem, there is noth¬ 
ing abnormal except that the bladder is full of blood, 
and that there is a pronounced icteric tint of the 
muscular tissue, and often of all the organs. An¬ 
dersen ascribes the condition to an intoxication, 
perhaps caused by a defect of certain necessary sub¬ 
stances in the blood. 

Bran drinks, warm milk, and injections of camphor 
are advised as treatment.— (La Clinica Veterinaria) \ 

Intravenous Injections op Tincture op Opium. 

Taskui has recently drawn the attention of the 
Central Society to this treatment. He says that, 
in horses affected with colic, intravenous injections 
of from 10 c.c. to 30 c.c. of tincture of opium have 
a sedative action superior to that of injections of 
morphia in analogous doses. 

As with morphia, the dose indicated should not be 
greatly exceeded, for fear of inducing serious symp¬ 
toms of excitement. The doses which produce 
these disadvantages are from 60 c.c. to 90 c.c. of 
tinoture of opium, and from 10 to 75 centigrammes 
of morphia.— (La Clinica Veterinaria.) 

The Treatment of Excessive Haemorrhage 
with injections op Saline Solution and 
Gum Arabic. 

Barth61emv has reported the following experi¬ 
ments. He bled dogs by means of a canula intro¬ 
duced into the carotid, and allowed the canula to 
remain in position till the blood ceased to flow, the 
respiration was arrested, and the heart-beats ceased 
to be peroeptible. He then introduced, into the 
saphena, an injection of saline solution (0 9%) with 
the addition of gum arabic in the proportion of 6 
per cent. At the same time he practised artificial 
respiration. This treatment restored first the 
heart-beats, and then the natural respiration. 

In seven animals thus treated, and kept under 
observation after suture of the operative wounds 
and warming, there were five cases of indisputable 
survival, ana two deaths after survivals of from two 
to four days. 

The same treatment, applied to a wounded sub¬ 
ject in extremis from excessive bleeding due to in¬ 
complete section of the two femorals, resulted in 
recovery. 

From these results, Barth61emy believes that, by 
means of intravenous injections of saline solution 
with gum arabic, it is possible to combat acute 
anemia with as much effioaoy as by transfusion of 
blood or plasma, and with less expense.— (La Se- 
maine Vtttrinaire). 

W.B.C. 


“ CHANGE OF LIFE ” IN THE BITCH. 

I have come to the conclusion that there is a 
period in many bitches similar to the menopause, 
and that characteristic symptoms of the so-oalled 
“ Change of life ” are often present in the bitoh, 
but apparently are seldom noted. I will here des¬ 
cribe a reoent case. 

Some time ago I was consulted about a terrier 
bitch, known to be thirteen years of age. The 
owner complained of a precarious appetite, a change 
of temper; once docile, she was now nervous and 
irritable, and would “ snap 11 on the slightest pro¬ 
vocation. 

The temperature, pulse, and mucous membranes 
were found to be normal, but the bowels constipated. 
On enquiring about her periods of “ heat,” I was 
told that she was due. The bitoh had previously 
been regular all her life, had never had puppies, and 
at no period of oestrum had anything out of the 
ordinary occurred, except occasionally a slight tem¬ 
porary secretion of watery-milk. The mammary 
glands now appeared normal. 

Castor oil capsules were given for the bowels, 
and a sedative mixture for the nervous symptoms. 

I saw the bitch a week later; there were still no 
symptoms of oestrum, her temperature was about 
the same, but the appetite better. Seen a month 
after, her temper and general health had consider¬ 
ably improved. She has now quite recovered her 
docile temperament, but no symptoms of oestrum 
have been shown. 

This is but one of a number of cases, that I have 
carefully observed. It may be asserted that the 
bitch had only missed a “ period ”—causing these 
nervous symptoms, but in the past, I have seen 
bitches of ten to fourteen years of age that have 
shown similar passing symptoms of temperament, 
and, from that time have ceased to “ come on heat.” 

There is no doubt that many bitches do pass 
through this period, which may be termed “Change 
of life.” The age at which it occurs depends 
upon the breed and habits of the bitoh ; probably 
in many of the toy-breeds as early as the tenth 
year. 

I have known a number of bitches that ceased to 
show symptoms of oestrum without any marked 
disturbance taking place at the period of change. 
But, I am convinced that in the majority of cases 
of bitches that cease to “ come on heat,” there is 
some disturbance, probably at the time when the 
next oestrum is due. This change may cause only 
a very slight alteration in the habits, tempers, and 
general functions of the body, which to the unob¬ 
servant owner may pass off, without any notioe 
being taken; but, even if the symptoms are observed, 
they may not be sufficient in the owner's opinion, 
to warrant any advice being sought. 

Many veterinary practitioners, who do not take 
much interest in dog-work, may ascribe these cases 
to indigestion, constipation, etc. But, if one is 
consulted with regard to a bitch, well past middle 
age, showing symptoms of a change of habits—the 
temper once good being now uncertain and irritable, 
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there being probably constipation, slight gastric and 
hepatic trouble, and occasionally incontinence of 
urine—one should enquire as to when the bitoh 
was last “ on heat/' and in many oases it will be 
found that she is just about due at this period. 

Harold 0. Driver, m.b.c.v.b. 


NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

Yorkshire Division. 


The Autumn meeting was held at the Hotel Metropole, 
Leeds on Friday, Nov. 14th, 1919, at 3.30 p.m. The 
President S. £. Sampson, Esq., Sheffield, occupied the 
Chair. The following members signed the register 
Messrs. E. Child, W. Crawford, Col. W. A; Mason, J. A. 
Dixon, F. Somers, G. E. Bowman, Leeds; J. McKinna, 
Huddersfield ; G. Whitehead, Batley ; W. A. Campbell, 
Boroughbridge ; P. Deighton, Selby; F. Hallliay, Dews¬ 
bury ; H. Pollard, Wakefield ; G. W. Davidson, Wether- 
by : C. Pitts, Bradford; E. H. Pratt, Northallerton; 
A. McCarmick, Hon. Treasurer, Leeds: and J. Clark¬ 
son, Garforth, Hon. Sec. Messrs. A. H. Gentle, Otley ; 
F. C. Scott, Pontefract; and H. W. Good, Scarborough ; 
were present as visitors. 

On the proposition of Mr. Whitehead the minutes, 
having been published, were taken as read. 

Apologies for non attendance had been received from 
F. W. Garnett, Windermere; and Dr. O. C. Bradley, 
Edinburgh, Hon. Associates of the Society, and from 
thefollowingmembersMessrs. Bowes, Woodrow, Cock- 
buro, Pillers, Abson. 

The following gentlemen were nominated for election 
at the Society 5 8 next meetingMr. F. C. Scott, Ponte¬ 
fract, and Mr. H. W. Good, Scarborough. 

The Treasurer then presented his balance sheet, which 
was received, and after some discussion was adopted on 
the proposition of Mr. Whitehead, seconded by Mr. 
McKinna. . . 

Mr. McKinna, suggested increasing the insurance on 
the Society's case, which he said contained books and 
specimens far greater in value than they are insured for. 
Itwas decided to leave the matter in the hands of the 
Council. 

Election op Officers. 


The following officers were elected for the ensuing 
year :—President : S. E. Sampson, Esq., Sheffield ; Vice- 
Presidents : Mr. W. Crawford, Leeds ; Mr. Edmundsor, 
Harrogate : J. S. S. Woodrow, Swinefieet ; Hon. Secre¬ 
tary : J. Clarkson, Garforth ; Assistant Hon. Secretary : 
G. C. Barber, Leeds; Hon. Treasurer : A. W. McCar¬ 
mick, Leeds; Auditors : Col. Mason, and Mr. S. Wharam. 

There were several nominations for council, and after 
a ballot—the scrutineers being Messrs. McCarmick and 
Child, the following were declared elected—Messrs. 
Whitehead, McKinna, Bowman, Bowes, Deighton, Da¬ 
vidson, Pollard, and Ellison. 


Council of National V.M.A. 

Messrs. G. E. Bowman, and P. Deighton were elected 
as the Society's representatives on the Council of the 
National Veterinary Association. 


Notes on Cases. 

Mr. H. Pollard, Wakefield communicated the follow¬ 
ing interesting and unusual cases of Navel Ill and 
wondered if by any chance docking had any influence in 
the matter, the handling at the operation and other 
factors. 


May 30th. Foal 7 weeks old, perfectly sound in navel 
from birth. Was seen dull, and lame hind limb. Seen 
by me same day ; lameness gone; temp. 105° and blow¬ 
ing ; languid. 

31st. No change. Died June 1st. 

P. M. Peritonitis: a great quantity of whitish fluid in 
abdominal cavity; some thin white pus escaping from 
cavity in muscles of quarter, by channel near symphysis 
pubis, into abdomen. 

Docked by me April 18th. 

June 3rd. Foal a month old; navel been sound from 
birth; been lame 3 or 4 days, first in one fore limb. 
Seen by me on 3rd ; lame and tender both hind fetlocks; 
temp. 105*2. Died same night. 

No P. M. Docked by owner a fortnight previously 
and seared. 

June 6th. Foal seen with rigid neck. Called in same 
day. Temp. 103*3. Bowels very relaxed and black; 
discharge from one nostril; no cough ; kept trying to 
suck mare, but unable to twist neck sufficiently to get 
pap properly in mouth. Died during night of 7tb. 

P.M. on 9tb. Peritonitis ; a quantity of fluid similar 
to that in No. 1. This time the channel communicated 
with a sac containing similar fluid at the navel, with 
no external orifice. 

Undocked. 

P.S. Had been treated with dry dressing to navel on 
May 31st. 

Mr. McKinna related his experiences with protective 
serum which had been very varied, some successful 
others failures. 

Mr. Crawford agreed and said it seemed to be the 
case with most practitioners. 

Mr. Pratt related the case of a mare which had pre¬ 
viously lost two foals in successive years. As an experi¬ 
ment he injected the mare previous to the birth of the 
foal, and the foal immediately it was born; and this 
case was successful; but Mr. Pratt was careful to point 
out that one case is not sufficient on which to dogma¬ 
tise. 

Mr. Deighton told of one outbreak in which, out of 
four foals three died. Two of these mares were foaled 
in new boxes erected on his suggestion, well away from 
the farm buildings where the mares had usually been al¬ 
lowed to foal. 

Mr. Sampson said the only conclusion is that our 
knowledge of the disease is insufficient, and that possi¬ 
bly in many cases we are using the wrong serum. He 
would like some young and enthusiastic member to 
take the matter thoroughly in hand, and try to discover 
the true cause and make a serum for us. He bad great 
hopes that the National V.M.A. would be able at an early 
date to assist in ridding the country of this terrible dis¬ 
ease. 

Mr. Wharam thought that on many farms the disease 
had worn itself out, similarly to contagious abortion. 

Tuberculosis in the Sheep. 

Mr. J. A. Dixon wished to record what he regarded 
as an authentic case of tuberculosis in the sheep. The 
subject was an aged ewe, slaughtered in the public 
abattoir, and he found the offals similar to T.B. All the 
lymphatics affected, muscular as well as mesenteric and 
pulmonary. He found in smears acid-fast bacilli simi¬ 
lar to T.B. and in the lymphatics the giant cell forma¬ 
tion. 

He would also like to draw attention to the rapidity 
with which tuberculosis of the udder may develop, 
having recently seen four cases which were well devel¬ 
oped in three weeks ; the characteristics being perhaps 
expansion more than induration. No pain, and tne milk 
unaffected in these recent cases. 
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Mr. McKinna then proposed a vote of thanks to the 
officers for their labours, and especially to the President, 
to whom should be given the heartiest thanks for that 
“ he had done his best under the most trying circum¬ 
stances, and moreover is willing to serve the Society 
further.” This was put to the meeting, and carried with 
acclamation. 

J. Clarkson, Hon. Sec. 


CENTRAL DIVISION. 

A general meeting was held at 10, Red Lion Square. 
W.C., on Thursday, January 8th, 1920. Mr. J. Basil 
Buxton (President) in the chair. 

The following Fellows signed the attendance book :— 
Profs. J. Macqueen, G. H. Wooldridge and E. B. Rey¬ 
nolds, Vetry. Capt R. T. Smith, Messrs. J. Willett, K. 
Eaglesham, R. Bryden, L. Auchterlonie, H. D. Jones. 
R. J. Foreman, H. King, H. C. P. King, W. N. Thomp¬ 
son, W. S. King. H. J. Parkin, A. E. Willett, R. C. Irv¬ 
ing, J. W. McIntosh, J. C. Coleman, G. H. Livesey, M. 
,G. Byerley, R, A. Philp, G. Dunlop Martin, W. D. Half¬ 
head, F. H. Stain ton, A. Neish, G. P. Male, F. G. Sam¬ 
son. S. H. Slooock and Hugh A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 

Visitor : Prof. Craig, Dublin. 

On the motion of Mr. McIntosh, seconded by Mr. 
Coleman, the minutes of the previous meeting were taken 
as read and confirmed. 

Correspondence. 

The Secretary announced that a letter had been re¬ 
ceived from the Treasurer, regretting his inability to 
attend. A letterjhad also been received from Mr. Fulton, 
who had moved to Glasgow and would not be able to at¬ 
tend the meetings in future. 

The Secretary also read the following letter from 
Mai.-Gen. Sir Frederick Smith :— 

Dear Sir,—I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of 13th inst., in which you are good enough to 
convey the gratifying information of my election as an 
Hon. Fellow of the Central Veterinary Society. 

Will you please cause my sincere thanks to be con¬ 
veyed to the President and Fellows for this distinguished 
mark of their appreciation. 

Believe me, yours faithfully, 

F. Smith. 

Vote op Condolence. 

The President said that two members of the Society 
had passed away since their last meeting—Mr. Almond 
and Mr. George Lowe. Mr. Almond had been a Presi¬ 
dent of the Society and had done his utmost to further 
its interests. Mr. Lowe had been a regular attendant at 
their meetings. He proposed that a vote of condolence 
be sent to their relatives. 

The resolution was passed in silence, the members 
standing. 

Election op Fellows. 

Mr. H. C. Driver, m.r.c.v.s., Heath Street, Hamp¬ 
stead ; Capt. F. G. Buxton, m.r.c.v.s., Jackson's Lane, 
Bighg&te: and Maj. G. W. Dunkin, m.r.c.v.s., “The 
Paddock, Canterbury were unanimously elected Fellows 
of the Society. 

Specimens. 

Mr. H. Kino exhibited the brain of a horse which had 
two well developed tumours in it, from which the ani¬ 
mal had died. Cases of baain tumour were not uncom¬ 
mon among horses, he believed, but that was the only 
case in his experience where the post-mortem bad re¬ 
vealed the presence of bi-lateral psammoma. He had 
known the horse in question for over four years, and the 
only symptom it showed of anything being wrong was a 


certain amount of depression—to use the owner's words ; 
when it was taken out to water or in harness it hung its 
head and behaved as though it had a headache. At last, 
after being at work all day, when going home at night it 
became uncontrollable and knocked itself about. It was 
eventually taken away in an ambulance, but died the 
same night. Most of the members must have come 
across cases of brain tumour, but there were generally 
some signs of it during life, although the symptoms 
manifested might not always be associated with the real 
cause of the trouble. He had known another case in 
which a horse—a very irritable animal—after being 
operated on for paraphimosis, became uncontrollable 
after coming round from the chloroform, and bit the 
man who was holding its head ; for several hours they 
had been unable to restrain it. Eventually it died, ana 
the post-mortem revealed a psammoma in the ventricle 
of the brain, which, owing to the chloroform, had caused 
the cerebral excitement. 

Mr. H. D. Jones exhibited a horse's hoof which showed 
the process known as “ levelling up.” A nail had been 
driven through the sole into the pedal bone. The hone 
had been sold at one of the London Repositories, but 
had very soon found its way into the knacker's yard. 

Mr. J. C. Coleman said he had been very interested 
in Mr. Kind's remarks, because he had been dealing with 
a case which showed symptoms which pointed to a 
similar condition. About eighteen months ago a mare 
had a fit, perhaps once a week, and became uncontroll¬ 
able, throwing herself down and struggling violently. 
The frequency of these fits had increased, until at the 

I iresent time they occurred four or five times a day, each 
asting from 10 minutes to 2 hours. When the fits 
passed off there were no symptoms whatever of anything 
Being wrong with the mare ; in other respects the ani¬ 
mal was perfectly normal. 

On the motion of the Secretary, seconded by Mr. Neish, 
a vote of thanks was accorded to Messrs. King and Jones 
for their specimens and remarks. 

“CASES SEEN AT THE METROPOLITAN 
POLICE COURTS.” 

By Mr. M. G. Byerley, f.r.c.v s. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen.—When your worthy 
Secretary requested me to read a paper before this 
Society, in choosing my subject it occurred to me that, 
having examined, during many years past, almost all the 
horses the condition of which had led to charges of 
cruelty at two of the Metropolitan Police Courts, and 
consequently having had a wide experience of such cases, 
perhaps a rough account of this work may not be entirely 
aevoia of interest. 

And. at the outset, let me say that anyone going 
through a similar experience would soon be made aware 
of his own deficiencies, if he did not realize them pre¬ 
viously, for if he believed many of the statements made 
during the hearing of these cases, he would have the 
conviction forced upon him that his own eyesight often 
deceives him, and that his sense of touch is frequently 
not to be trusted. If be had thought that the Great 
Architect of the Universe had designed the horse with 
anatomical parts the special functions of which were all 
necessary for the perfect well-being of the animal, he 
would soon be differently informed. 

He would learn in this hard school that the horse’s 
anatomy could have been much simplified and that, for 
instance, it is able to work just as well without tendons 
and joints as with them. And he would certainly 
wonder why veterinary surgeons are so often consulted 
respecting the morbid conditions affecting the horse, be¬ 
cause from time to time he would hear that scarcely any 
of those conditions cause the animal pain or inconven¬ 
ience, and consequently do not in any way interfere with 
its usefulness. 
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I allude to these reflections simply to indicate how 
difficult the work has been, and to illustrate the play of 
human nature which often prevents two men from form- 
ingsimilar mental pictures of the same subject 

Having kept notes of my examinations, I have been 
able to tabulate some of the results. Of the very 
numerous cases which have passed through my hands, I 
may mention that I shall only deal with the first suc¬ 
cessive 1600, all of which were examined long antecedent 
to the War. I had intended to make the number 2,000, 
but, when I had reached the figures first mentioned, I 
must confess that I was so tired of my task that I could 
not £0 on any further. I have kept as far away as 
possible from the period of the War because I only wish 
to refer to normal times. 

Some of the particulars which I give may seem to 
many useless or unimportant, but I introduce them be¬ 
cause, perhaps, there may be some present having a 
a liking for statistics. 

I have always tried to judge the ages of the animals 
which I have examined ; out I well know that my con¬ 
clusions may b3 very faulty and I only give them as a 
rough indication of the working life of horses in London, 
the roads of which are extremely detrimental to them. 

Of the 1600 :— 


Horses. 

Age. 

Hones. 

Age. 

1 ... 

.*• 2 

178 ... 

... 10 

3 ... 

... 3 

217 ... 

... 11-12 

5 ... 

... 4 

191 ... 

... 13-14 

11 

... 5 

344 ... 

... 15-16 

26 ... 

... 6 

228 ... 

... 17-18 

67 ... 

... 7 

163 ... 

... 19-20 

76 ... 

... 8 

11 ... 

... 20 25 

79 ... 

... 9 




It will be noticed that comparatively few horses are 
seen at the Police Courts until they attain the age of 10 
yean; those from 7 to 9 years ranging from just over 
4% to just under 5% of the total number, when at 10 
years we get an increase to over 11%. 

Per cent. Age. 

13*56 were 11 and 12 years. 


11*93 

.. 13 

.. 14 

21*5 

„ 15 

„ 16 

14.25 

„ 17 

» 18 


and more than 10% were 19 and 20 years old, the last 
being nearly as numerous as the 10-year-olds. Accord¬ 
ing to the figures which I have given, it would appear 
that at 16 years old the London horse may be said to 
have reached the grand climacteric. 

Assuming that the majority commence working in 
town at 5 years old, we cannot help being struck by the 
long period of service of many of these animals. If we 
divide the price paid for one by its years of service, it is 
often astonishing what a small sum per annum it has 
cost. 

When describing the bodily condition of horses, I am 
well aware that opinions will differ as widely as those 
having reference to age ; but in trying to be as accurate 
as possible my notes tell me that, of the 1600 horses, the 
condition was, in :— 

375 good 133 emaciated 

462 fair 116 very emaciated. 

514 poor 

These figures indicate that only half of the animals 
were nourished satisfactorily. I may say that when an 
animal has appeared to be on the border line between 
any two classes, I have always included it in the better 
rather than the poorer one. 

It is not always easy to give an exact reason for the 
emaciation from which a horse may be suffering simply 
by making an examination in the yard adjoining the 


police court Emaciation, of course, arises from many 
causes and when we are required to specify them in 
some cases, we are often confronted by a task of no little 
difficulty. We may be able, for instance, to diagnose 
diseased or painful conditions which can have produced 
extreme emaciation ; but when we cannot do so it doiea 
not necessarily followthat an animal has been starved ; 
and, if we are asked if such a horse is suffering from 
starvation, we should be extremely careful how we frame 
an answer. 

Starvation usually means a condition of extreme suf¬ 
fering due to want of food, but to say that an animal 
has been starved without making any qualifying state¬ 
ment, is generally thought to imply that its condition is 
due to the deliberate witholding of food on the part of 
the person in whose charge the animal has been. To 
substantiate a charge of this nature is often impossible. 
In the absence of all knowledge of how an animal has 
been kept, a positive statement in such a case could only 
be made after a post mortem examination. 

I have known horses, for example, suffering from the 
ravages of Sclerostomes which have exhibitea symptoms 
simulating those of ordinary starvation. And in some 
of these cases, notwithstanding every endeavour may be 
made to induce the animals to feed, they refuse to take 
all nourishment offered to them. Thus, although an 
animal may be suffering from want of food, this may be 
due only to its own disinclination to partake of it. 

If horses are worked hard when in pain, we can well 
understand how they rapidly lose condition and become 
emaciated, for “ pain causes distress and exhaustion of 
nervous energy, interferes with sleep { interrupts the ap¬ 
petite and digestion so that the nutrition of the body is 
damaged, and thus, if long-continued, it can lead to 
changes shortening existence.” 

We cannot be surprised to find 'emaciation associated 
with senility * but I have been astonished at the good 
bodily condition of some horses apparently about a quar¬ 
ter of a century old. 

Horses that are very emaciated, or are suffering from 
senile decay, often have a very low general temperature, 
but among my notes the lowest recorded temperature 
was 95° We read much about elevation of the general 
temperature in various diseases, but it is really surpris¬ 
ing what a little is recorded about sub-normal tempera¬ 
tures. 

It is well to bear in mind the principal causes for de¬ 
pression of the general temperature; and 1 hope, there¬ 
fore, that I shall be forgiven for mentioning some of 
them here. It is observed as a consequence of consider¬ 
able loss of blood, in starvation from any cause, and in 
the wasting of some chronic diseases, such as cancer of 
various organs, or in diseases of the brain and spinal 
cord. Also in cases of poisoning by various substances, 
and in many cases of chronic kidney disease. 

In most of these cruelty-cases the Police have taken 
action because the horses were working with sores 
caused by friction or pressure of some part of the har¬ 
ness, or showing signs of lameness. Many of the ani¬ 
mals having sores were also lame; and so, in going 
through my notes, I have found that I had to classify 
more than 2,500 abnormal conditions affecting 1,600 
cases. 

Taking sores first, there were :— 

565 horses with collar-galls, 

438 with sores caused by the saddle, 

126 with girth-galls, 

67 with crupper-galls. 

With regard to sore shoulders, the facts I have given 
indicate that the number of horses working with them, 
to their detriment, must be very large throughout the 
country ; and it is certainly our duty to do what we can 
to mitigate the evil. From an economic point of view 
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it is a serious question, and, if properly handled, a great 
loss to the State could be prevented every year. 

I have no hesitation in saying that, while many were 
probably unavoidable, a very large proportion oi these 
sores were traceable to stupidity, carelessness or neglect. 

A dirty condition of the skin due to want of grooming 
and improperly fitting and unclean harness were un¬ 
doubtedly the principal causes of primary sores. 

It is really amazing the amount of ignorance displayed 
in dealing with injuries to the shoulder referable to the 
collar. Causes seem to be generally ignored and only 
symptoms treated. 

When a horse has a sore shoulder, the real reason is 
not looked for, \but the collar is promptly sent to the 
harness maker to be “ chambered. This individual fre¬ 


quently does not see the collar on the horse’s shoulders, 
therefore the so-called easing is often not done in the 
right place. But if it is, the alteration of the collar, as 
often as not, causes the production of another sore where 
the edge of the chamber rubs the shoulder. The collar 
is then sent to have another depression made in it, with, 
aB likely as not, a similar result; and bo we get some 
horses showing a scries of scars down their shoulders 
plainly illustrating the absurdity of the practice. 

In order to save a little expense at the outset of the 
trouble, a short-sighted or ignorant man will bring upon 
himself very great loss in the long run. It is an exam¬ 
ple of the penny wise and pound foolish policy. 

I have frequently seen collars that, instead of being 
smooth, were nothjng but elevations and depressions ; 
and it seems incredible that anyone could expect a horse 
to draw a load comfortably while wearing such an in¬ 
strument of torture. We must remember that, when a 
horse is working, while one shoulder is advancing the 
other is doing the opposite, so that the collar never rests 
on a level surface like it does when the animal is stand¬ 


ing still. The collar, therefore, sways from side to side, 
and, in addition, when the horse is m draught, there is 
a tendency for it to rise. The collar, consequently, 
must fit the neck if we are to prevent pinching or friction. 

A collar that fits does not need “chambering” and 
one that does not fit is made worse by the treatment. 

While the collar is going through the so-called easing 
process, efforts are made at the same time to dry up the 
Bore as quickly as possible, and thus frequently healing 
is retarded or prevented. Many people delude them¬ 
selves with the idea that if a sore is only covered over 
with a scab, however filthy, the sore is no longer there 
but is healed. 


The pressure of harness on “ sitfasts ” is considered 
by some as of no consequence, because the parts are 
11 dry ” ; but I am strongly of opinion that horses often 
suffer much more from this cause than from open Bores. 
I may say at once that, except that in the case of quite 
superficial abrasions, in my practice I will have nothing 
to do with the so-called healing under a scab. I want to 
heal the sore and not to hide it. If a sore be deep and 
it can only be repaired by the production of scar-tissue, 
which always forms around the margins and which must 
inevitably contract, the pressure of a thick scab prevents 
the speedy termination of the process—even ir it does 
not enclose septic matter. 

The objections which I have urged against the cham¬ 
bering of collars must not be taken to apply also to the 
chamberiug of saddles, because the latter keep pretty 
well in one position on working horses, and do not oscil¬ 
late like collars. But a great deal of guesswork is used 
also in this connection, and consequently saddles are 
often found with the chambering incorrectly placed. 

In my experience, I have found the best plan to adopt, 
before having a saddle eased on account of a sore, is to 
apply some grease and. lampblack to the latter and care¬ 
fully place the former in its proper position on the horse’s 


back. A mark will then be left on the lining of the sad¬ 
dle which will accurately indicate where the chamber 
should be made. 

When giving evidence in cases of sore thoulders or sore 
backs, we cannot state whether horses were working in 
pain or not unless we have seen their collars or saddles 
on them, because effective alterations may have been 
made in those parts of the harness since the first appear¬ 
ance of the sores. But if we find that a sore was actually 
either being rubbed or pressed at the time the animal 
was stopped by the police, the next question we have to 
decide is how long the sore has been in existence. 

In cases of recent abrasions, we often have blood¬ 
stains on the parts of the harness causing them, but 
when a sore is older, has been much worn and has be¬ 
come depressed, then we often see evidence of discharge 
of a different character, and, when the sore has been 
neglected, it may be of a purulent nature. I have heard 
it stated sometimes that a saddle had not been effective¬ 
ly eased because dried pus was found on the lining at 
the top of the chamber. In some of these cases, I have 
been unable to agree with such an inference, and I have 
been forced to the conclusion that the discharge which 
was seen was really on the saddle before the chambering 
was done, and it was there afterwards because no one 
had taken the trouble to remove it. 

Various substances, such as alum, lfqller’s earth, cop¬ 
per Bulphate, blacklead, etc., may be found on sores, 
showing that someone had a knowledge of their existence 
before the cases were seen by the police. Some of these 
agents doubtless were applied with a good intention ; 
but when I observe a large sore on a dark coloured horse 
covered with ordinary lampblack, then I cannot help 
thinking that the treatment was adopted simply for the 
purposes of disguise. 

A careful study of the changes which take place dur¬ 
ing the healing of wounds of the horse’s 6kin is very 
necessary to enable us to deal with this quesiton satis¬ 
factorily. I therefore now interpose some observations 
which 1 made some years ago bearing on this subject. 

On October 21st 1908,1 carefully dissected a circular 
sitfast from a brown gelding’s shoulder, the wound be¬ 
ing afterwards regularly dressed with Perchloride of 
mercury 1 in 1000. 

I subsequently took measurements as follow :— 


Date. Width of wound. 

Date 

Width of wound 

Oct. 22od 

.15/16 in. 

Nov. 1st 

. 6/16 in. 

„ 23rd 

.14/16 in. 

» 3rd 

. 5/16 in. 

„ 24th 

.12/16 in. 

„ 5th 

. 4/16 in. 

„ 26th 

.11/16 in. 

„ 7th 

. 3 16 in. 

„ 28th 
„ 30th 

. 9/16 in. 

. 7,16 in. 

„ 9th 

. 2 16 in. 


During eighteen days therefore, the wound had de¬ 
creased in size 13/16 in. leaving only a spot | in. wide. 

While the wound was healing and contracting the de¬ 
velopment of scar-tissue was plainly seen on Oct. 26th. 
On Oct. 30th there was a ring of it J in. wide, and on 
Nov. 5th this had increased to 3/16 in. 

Here scar-tissue was seen to be forming on the 5th 
day after the wound was made ; there was J in. on the 
9th day, and 3/16 in. on the 14th day. 

On Sept. 9th, 1908, an oval sitfast was dissected from 
a draught gelding’s back, the wound being afterwards 
treated as the one just described. The following are 
the measurements made :— 

Date. Width of wound. Date. Width of wound. 

Sept. 20th. If x 1 in. Sept. 29th .| x Jin. 

„ 22nd. 1 } x I in. Oct. 2nd .5 x | in. 

» 25th . 1 x |in. „ 4th .Ixjin. 

„ 27th... 13/16x Jin. „ 6th ... Jx3/16in. 

In sixteen days this wound 1J in. x 1 in. had become 
one of § in. x 3/16 in. 
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In this instance scar-tissue was seen to be forming on 
Sept. 25tb, it waB J in. on Sept. 29th and 3/16 in. on I 
Oct. 2nd. I 

Here scar-tissue, therefore, was forming on the 6th 
day after the wound was made ; it was £ in. wide on the 
10th day and 3/16 in. on the 13th day. 

I could give many other illustrations. However. I 
will not weary you with anything further, except to say 
that, taking a general survey of numerous observations, 
with regard to wounds of the skin of the horse’s shoulder 
and back, scar-tissue is generally jBeen on the 5th or 6th 
day ; it takes 9 or 10 days to get £ in. and from 13 to J4 
days to get 3/16 in. formed. — 

These remarks of course have reference to wounds not 
rubbed by harness. 

In dealing with larger wounds, it will be observed 
that after the ring of scar-tfseue has reached a certain 
Width, it does not seem to get much wider as the wound 
contracts, and this of course is due to the first-formed 
part rapidly contracting as new is forming, so that, in 
judging the age of these wounds, we have not only to 
consider the width of the scar, but at the same time 
make allowance for contraction. It is not easy to take 
measurements of parts affected, by the panniculus, as, 
directly your measure approaches them, there is gener¬ 
ally a quivering of the skin. 

I have here two diagrams shoeing the changes which 
took place during the healing of; the two skin-wounds 
which I have described. The figures have been drawn 
as near as possible the actual size of the parts they are 
intended to represent. (See pp. 364, 365.) 

In comparing what takes place in a wound when an 
animal is rested and when it is kept at work, of course 
We have to make many allowances, for it is obvious that 
in the latter healing is constantly being interfered with. 
~The principal causes of lameness are as follows 
w Conditions affecting the fetlock joint, including sprains 
Shd exostoses, numbered 227, 50 of these being exostoses 
affecting the head , of the os suffraginis. 'In addition 
there were 68 injuries caused by brushing, giving a total 
of 295, showing that this joint is a very vulnerable part 
of the horse’s anatomy. 

' Bone-spavins numbered ' *- 

•^Injuries to the feet, including corns 4nd thos6 
Caused by treads, picked up nails, and faulty 

B eing, totalled - - £ - - 

ned flexor tendons, were : : - - 

xmes 

nitis was seen in 


180 


.Anchylosis of the knee: - 
Grease, causing lameness in 
Canker was found in only 


163 

133 

129 

29 

21 

26 

7 


^Lameness caused by Navicular disease, and splints, 
*was only diagnosed in~12 cases each. - 
5? I may add that animals had broken knees, but 
many of them were pot lame from that cause; and I 
j$nly mention them to show the frequency-with which 
4he condition is met with. 

•VThe number of each J of the other cause? pf lameness 
was so small as to be unimportant for the purposes of 
this general summary. 

In dealing with this part of my subject, I am afraid 
that I am going to tread on very controversial ground. 

Lameness, in my opinion, should be divided into two 
distinct classes, viz., painful and non-painful. The term 
lamenesB, to some minds, always signifies a defective 
movement caused by some painful condition. 

William Percivall in 1849 wrote that “ lameness is the 
manifestation in the act of progression, by one or more 
of the limbs, of pain or weakness, inability or impedi¬ 
ment.” I do not think that definition can be improved 
upon ; and it indicates that lameness is not necessarily 
of a painful nature. 


Some prefer to style nou-painful lameness as mechan¬ 
ical lameness; and, as a mechanical action or movement 
is said to be done without thought, intention or deliberate 
design, but by mere force of habit, I see no reason to 
offer any objection to the use of such language. 

Some would have us limit the term lameness to those 
cases which showed pain and describe the other cases as 
“ defective action,” but this would imply that painful 
lameness is not defective action —wjbich it certainly is ; 
therefore such a distinction is not helpful. 

Now, I must confess that, while I nave seen cases of 
mechanical lameness at the Police Courts, I have not 
been able to agree -with many of the opinions which I 
have heard expressed on this subject. When a condition 
cannot be cured, some people, in their, despair, arrive at 
the conclusion that sucn a state of things really does not 
matter, became they have at last learned that it is not 
attended by any pain. When we„Jare beaten by such 
cases, why should we be too proud to imitate the methods 
of the members of another profession who are so fond of 
advising changes of air and scene for intractable and 
troublesome cases ? I have heard it stated that true 
ringbones and badly sprained and thickened tendons, 
although they cause an altered gait, have no pain asso¬ 
ciated with them. I have heard a similar opinion ex¬ 
pressed respecting other conditions which, in my view, 
were certainly painful, but to consider them all would 
lead me to far overstep the limits of an ordinary paper. 

Now true ringbones where important joints are in¬ 
volved, and badly sprained and thiekened tendons defy 
us to banish their evil influences ; jtnd so often we hear 
that pain does not bear them company. If we could 
only cure them, how different would; be the position ! 

I think that before we can conscientiously assert that. 
a case of lameness is purely nfiec&anical, we ought to 
apply the following test. Does thp degree of lameness 
vary at different times, or is it a]ways of the same inten¬ 
sity! If lameness be mechanical and not painful, I 
cannot understand why it should ’Wry in intensity. A 
horse that Starts away from the stable perhaps not show¬ 
ing much lameness, but which becomes very lame after 
it has done some work, is affected,-in my opinion, with 
something different to mechanical lameness. 

Againlti some so-called caseq of mechanical lameness 
the operation of neurectomy has the effect of removing 
the lameness. Surely, in such instances we have a de¬ 
monstration that it ^as not force of habit but pain that 
produced the defective action. 

And it is well known that horses suffering from true 
ringbones are less lame when travelling on soft ground 
thab they are when worked on hard roads. Why should 
this be so if the disease is not of a painful nature 1 Con¬ 
cussion on a road paved with grabite is greater than it 
would be on turf, but why should that make any differ¬ 
ence to a case of mechanical lameness ? 

If we say-that horses with suet diseases are not less 
fit for present use, why should thdir value be so seriously 
lessened in the open market! According to the advo¬ 
cates of idechanical lameness, they ought to be of more 
value than, when in a sound state, because they will not 
be further troubled by any pain in those parts that have 
become incurably diseased and so ought to work better 
and keep in finer condition. 

The more I consider the function and structure of the 
different parts of the horse’s limbs, the poorer becomes 
my belief in most of these cases of so-called mechanical 
lameness. Quoting from Smith’s Veterinary Physiol¬ 
ogy “ there are two distinct strains imposed on a 
limb, viz., the shock of concussion when the foot comes 
to the ground and the strain of compression occasioned 
when it is leaving the ground. One is the concussion of 
impact, and the other the compression of propulsion.” 

“When the fore leg comes to the ground, the limb is 
straightened and the bony column is rigid for the time 
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being. The shock of impact and the strain of compres¬ 
sion are therefore neatest at that part of the column of 
bones nearest to the point of impact and decreases os it 
passes up the limb.” 

“The bind leg differs from the fore limb in its method 
of providing for the concussion of impact; here we find 
that the limb, instead of being straight, is bent at the 
hock. The shock of impact comes, therefore, largely on 
the hock. 

“ The anti-concussion 'mechanisms are of two 
kinds:— 

1. Those for receiving the weight of the body on the 
leg when the foot comes to the ground,' without the foot 
suffering from the concussion of impact. These are 
principally provided by the yielding joints formed in the 
pedal and fetlock articulations, and by the tendinous 
and ligamentous material at the back of the limb. 

2. Those which admit of propulsion of one fore-limb 
without the parts suffering from the compression of pro¬ 
pulsion. Such are furnished by the column of bones be¬ 
ing broken up from the scapula to the pedis.” 

I really do not think that we sufficiently keep these 
facts before us when we are considering the sensations 
an animal is likely to experience as the result of these 
diseases of the limbs. 

Now concussion is held to have a great influence in 
producing inflammatory changes in important parts of 
the limbs ; and I would ask wnat is the effect of concus¬ 
sion on those parts after they have been seriously dis¬ 
eased ? The pedal laminae are obviously chiefly affected 
by the superincumbent weight of the body, and the 
strain they have to endure is of course affected by the 
anti-concussion mechanisms described. 

What then is the effect on the laminse when they are 
robbed of these buffers.? * 

It is often stated that a ringbone, where you get bones 
cemented together and joiuts obliterated, is really an 
attempt by nature to strengthen the parts. Well, all I 
can say is that I cannot subscribe to that doctrine, for 
I never will believe *hat Nature tries to strengthen parts 
by destroying important functions. We might just as 
well assert that in caseB of pneumonia, she endeavours 
to strengthen the lungs by consolidating them. 

With regard to a badly sprained and thickened flexor 
tendon with adhesions generally between it and its 
sheath, let us consider how it is influenced when it has 
to try and do its work. We must not forget that, be¬ 
sides its ordinary function, it also materially helps to 
support the weight of the body when the foot is on the 
ground. It is always attempting to pull through a sen¬ 
sitive sheath in which it is jammed; and I maintain 
that the parts are never really free from inflammation 
and the pain arising therefrom.; 

When the heels are raised a good deal from the ground 
through the shortening of the tendon, support is some¬ 
times attempted by making the horse wear calkins to 
the shoe if a fore limb is affected; but. while this miti¬ 
gates some of the strain and relieves the pain, any ad¬ 
vantage derived from the treatment vanishes as soon as 
the calkins are worn down, and this soon happens on 
the roads of London. One horse with badly inflamed 
and contracted flexor tendons was wearing a shoe on the 
anterior part of which was a lever lA" long. In my 
opinion, tnis added considerably to the animal’s suffer- 

Williaras has given as a cause of sprain of the flexor 
tendons, in some parts of the covntry, the wearing of 
shoes with heavy toepieces, as they materially increase 
the resistance to the action of the flexors. The advan¬ 
tage of grip which such shoes confer often becomes a 
cause of lameness, from the fact that it has to be over¬ 
come by the active organs of (locomotion. He afterwards 
wrote “Many horses with contraction of the tendons 


will perform very slow work moderately well if a piece 
of iron is attached to the toe of the shoe, projecting an 
inch or two in front of it and slightly turned up at iter 
anterior part. This acts as a lever upon the toe, forcing 
the heel downwards and preventing “ knuckling over ” 
on the front of the fetlock joint.” 

Here we see that he actually advocates as a treatment 
for this disease a style of shoeing worse than what he 
had previously described as inducing it. To my mind, 
it is very bad teaching which cannot be defended in any 
way. 

I quite grant that horses affected with these diseases 
may walk, if they be allowed to act as they wish, with¬ 
out suffering severely; but, when you harness tnem Jto . 
loads, you then cause them to do as their drivers will, I 
and rob them at once of the advantage of doing those 
things which relieve them of pain. 

It is thus not always fair to compare conditions affec¬ 
ting man with those troubling horses.' A man' is not 
driven with a whip behind him, but usually walks as he , 
pleases. 


The President thought a sustained and temperate 
discussion would do much to elucidate the knotty pro- ;, 
blems Mn Byerley had so ably described.' s 

Mr. McIntosh said they had the subject put before y 
them that evening by a gentleman who had a very large 
experience of Police Court work, and he was sure all 
would agree that few men could place before them their 
experiences in such an able and interesting manner. 
There will be differences of opinion on many of the 
points raised, bnt from the paper we have just listened 
to, it is quite evident that Mr. Byerley is thoroughly 
earnest and sincere in his conclusions. 

He was in agreement with the essayist that a sore, ho 
matter how small, if touched; by harness gave rise to 
pain. Opinions will sometimes differ as to the amount 
of pain, and as to whether a sore is recent or otherwise, 
but those opinions ought to be capable of adjustment 
before placing them before the Court. 

With regard to lameness this was—as the writer had 
stated, controversial ground. Certain cases were quite . 
real and the cause definite, so that nothing of a conflict- , 
ing nature need arise. Unfortunately however it was 
the practice of many Police Court Veterinary Surgeons 
to catalogue all defects or abnormalities of the limbs of 
horses—real and imaginary, and present them to the 
Court with the knowledge of a prophet, irrespective of 
whether they formed part of the charge or not. This he 
thought manifestly unfair, and calculated to destroy thSt 
balance of Justice which it is the duty of the Court to 
administer. He was Quite satisfied that there were 
many abnormalities of tne limbs which were not associa¬ 
ted with either pain or lameness, and ought therefore to 
be excluded from evidence. 

There are thousands of animals on the streets to-day 
with sidebones, ringbones, splinta_and other bony form- 
mations, which are practically sound working animals 
and are perfectly capable of doing a fair days work 
without any suffering. 

Many of these may have a more or less mechanical 
gait, but once inflammation has subsided and ossification 
and anchylosis is complete, any pain attached to them 
would disappear. He thought veterinary surgeons, 
whether engaged for the prosecution or the defence, 
should arrive at some sort of agreement before going into 
the witness-box. He did not suggest that they should 
put their heads together in order to defeat justice, but 
in a snirit of comradeship and good fellowship should 
consult with a view to harrowing down those wide differ¬ 
ences which were to-day a matter of public ridicule and 
a disgrace to the profession. 
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Mr. J. Willett also thanked Mr. Byerley for his very 
interesting paper. Although personally he had very little 
experience of Police Court work, he thought the pro¬ 
fession as a whole would agree with Mr. Byerley as to 
sores. A veterinary surgeon could scarcely go into the 
box to defend a case of sores through friction from the 
harness. He agreed with Mr. McIntosh’s remarks on 
the subject of lameness. Considerable differences of 
opinion were often expressed in Court with regard to 
lameness, and frequently he thought the case should be 
snbmitted to a third party. Sometimes when he had 
defended a case in Court he had been astounded to find 
the veterinary surgeon for the prosecution mentioned 
every defect in the horse to strengthen his evidence, 
such as splint, ring-bone or a sprained tendon, although 
Bach defects might have nothing to do with the case at 
all. He had known cases where a conviction had been 
secured on evidence of that kind, and when the horse 
had been brought home and the shoes taken off it had 
been found to be lame with a corn ! He could not under¬ 
stand how a veterinary surgeon could go into a box and, 
in answer to a question by the Magistrate, swear on 
oath that a horse had been lame for three months—an 
opinion which he would hesitate to give to his private 
client without a more exhaustive examination. The 
majority of Police Court cases in London were foot 
cases, but an opinion was frequently formed without the 
shoe being removed. 

Mr. Willett related some of his experiences when de¬ 
fending cases in Court. On one occasion the veterinary 
surgeon for the prosecution said a horse was suffering 
from ring-bone, and must have been lame for three 
months. On his expressing disagreement, the Magis¬ 
trate said “ You would.” He objected to that remark, 
and the Magistrate ordered him to stand down, and 
when he asked that the opinion of a third surgeon should 
be taken his request was ignored. The Magistrate did 
not fine the man he had defended, but told him that if 
be would pay the costs of the case he could go. That 
was not fair to the man ; the Magistrate should have 
stated definitely whether he was guiltv or not guilty; 
the opinion of a third surgeon should nave been taken. 
He objected to the evidence of the veterinary surgeon 
for the prosecution being always taken, and everything 
said by the surgeon for the defendant being regarded as 
lies. 

The following week he had appeared before the same 
magistrate to defend a case of a horse which was lame. 
He examined the horse and saw a gathered nail running 
into its foot, but did not remove it. The veterinary 
surgeon for the prosecution said the horse was lame 
from a contracted foot, and must have been lame for 
some time. He said he totally disagreed with that view, 
and the magistrate made the same remark— “ You 
would.” He told the magistrate that if he would come 
outside and look at the horse, he would show him the 
nail, which he had left in the foot as it was part of his 
evidence. 

He wished to impress on veterinary surgeons who ap¬ 
peared for the prosecution the importance of giving the 
defendant a chance; and he thought that unless the shoe 
was taken off they should not swear in Court that the 
horse was lame from any particular cause, although the 
animal might have four or five unsoundnesses on the leg. 

Prof. Macqueen proposed that the discussion be ad¬ 
journed to the next meeting. The paper was most in¬ 
teresting and instructive (hear, hear) and if they read it 
carefully he was sure they would derive a great deal of 
useful information from it; therefore he would not like 
to see the discussion hurried over. 

Mr. Thompson seconded the motion, which was car¬ 
ried. 

There being no other business, the meeting terminated. 

Hugh A. MacCormace, Hon. Sec. 


LANCASHIRE DIVISION. 

The annual meeting was held on Thursday, December 
11th. at the Royal Army Medical School, Brooks Bar, 
Manchester. There were present Mr. Q. H. Locke, 
President, and Messrs. Elam, Bill, Hewetson, Macgregor 
junr., Sumner junr, Lancaster, Norbury, Lomas, White- 
head, Munro, W. G. Burndred, E. J. Burndred, Holroyd, 
Harrison, Michaelis, Edwards, Ferguson, Ingram, R. 
Hughes, Lawson, Woods, J. Hughes, Bibby, Curbishley, 
Shawcross, E. F.Wood, W. Ackroyd, S. Ackroyd, Wright, 
Chadwick, Wilson, Mayall, Noel Pillers, Guside, Eaton- 
Jones, New, Dobie, Wolstenholme, Howe, Hopkins, 
Stent, Holmes, Spruell, Noar, Caldwell, Taylor, Hall, 
F. Hopkin, Brittlebank, Dr. Young and Prof. Hobday. 

The programme was divided into two parts, the after¬ 
noon being devoted to a paper by Prof. Hobday on An¬ 
aesthetics with practical demonstrations of methods ad¬ 
visable to be employed, particularly by single-handed 
practitioners, with special reference to the provisions of 
the Animals Anaesthetics Bill. After tea a discussion 
took place on the subject, and general business was 
transacted. 

Prof. Hobday said that they were now bound by the 
Animals Anaesthetics Act (1919) when operating to give 
an anaesthetic of sufficient power to prevent the patient 
from feeling pain : and for a certain list of operations as 
tabulated in schedules 1, 2 and 3 it was specifically sta¬ 
ted that it must be a “ general anaesthetic ” which meant 
chloroform or one of its mixtures. As a surgeon he ob¬ 
jected to being dictated to as to the class of anaesthetic 
to be administered, and thought that it should be left to 
the discretion of the veterinary profession to select the 
anaesthetic to be used, so long as it was one which 
proved to be of sufficient power to make the operation 
painless; particularly as there were operations in the 
first three schedules for which a local anaesthetic scien¬ 
tifically applied could be used satisfactorily. At present 
this method cannot be used without breaking the law. 

There are, he said, in common use, two methods of 
giving chloroform to horses, and one of these is to give 
it in the standing position. He gave a demonstratiDn 
of this method. He preferred plenty of space, one man 
standing on either side of the animal each holding a rope 
lightly and standing fairly close. The operator should 
stand in front doing something for the first four minutes 
or so to attract the animal’s attention. Roberts’ pattern 
of mask is a very good one for the purpose, and two 
ounces of chloroform was a fair average quantity to 
commence with, taking care that the drug was fresh. 
For a prolonged operation a mask which covers the nos¬ 
trils only is preferable, as it is dangerous to keep both 
nostrils and mouth covered, chiefly because the tongue 
is not safely out of the way. It is therefore better to 
have a mask for the nostrils only. He preferred to Btart 
with a small dose, and to give it slowly. The stomach 
and intestines should be [emptied as far as possible, 
twenty-four hours starvation being sufficient. 

For a prolonged operation therefore, having got the 
animal down he would change the mask to one of Cox’s 
pattern. 

The second demonstration was an Ovariotomy. The 
mare was eight years old. and when purchased three 
years ago proved to be in foal. She was quiet until the 
foal died ; she was served again three weeks afterwards 
and was fully worked for three or four months, when 
she suddenly developed into a bad kicker, particularly 
when other horses were near. She had been put away 
for three months. With her history the removal of the 
ovaries should prove successful. He used a Cox’s muzzle 
which can be made by any sadler for abSut 12s. fid. He 
used a pad of wadding instead of a sponge, as the latter 
was apt to blister the nostrils. He showed how the pad 
would be folded so as to serve for twelve, or even six- 
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teen, cases. He need two ounces of chloroform, and 
this was effective in five minutes. For a “ roarer ” he 
would use l£ ounces, and for a colt one ounce to com¬ 
mence with. As an antidote he had ready ammonia and 
prussic acid. Strychnine is recommended by some, but 
is dangerous tor small animals. The best of all is 
Scheele’s hydrocyanic acid. After this operation on a 
vicious mare half rations should be given for some time 
and when convalescence is established put her to hard 
work. 

The operation was completed in fifteen minutes. 
Various specimens of masks and chloroforming utensils 
for dogs were then shewn, and a demonstration given on 
a nine year old dog. The first essential was, he said, to 
put the dog in such a position that the lungs and heart 
had full play. Two per cent, chloroform vapour mixed 
with air is then given, and this must be done carefully 
and slowly, allowing about 5 or 6 minutes for anaesthesia 
to be established. 

The dog has a particular idiosyncrasy for strychnine 
and if used as an antidote extreme care must be taken. 


A resolution of condolence on the death of Mr. Munro, 
Altrincham, was passed, all members standing. 

Speaking in the meeting after tea, Prof. Hobday 
thought it would be of advantage to draw attention to 
one or two points in connection with the Animals Anaes¬ 
thetics Bill. The chief things in the amended bill are 
those mentioned in the first two schedules. Trephining 
was at first put in, but has now been transferred ; Cas- 
stration has been deleted altogether. The original bill 
said that a horse 2 years and over should not be subjec¬ 
ted to the operation of castration unless during the whole 
operation the animal was under an anaesthetic. 

Operations specifically mentioned under schedules 
four, five and six, shall not be done unless under the 
influence of some anaesthetic, either local or general. 
The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries are permitted to 
add any other operations to these schedules. The choice 
of the anaesthetic to be used should, he thought, have 
been left to the profession, so long aB it was one which 
would not cause pain. The Board of Agriculture are 
also allowed to declare any substance to be a general 
anaesthetic under the Act if they consider that it is of 
sufficient power to prevent the animal feeling pain. 

Mr. Stent wished to know what was the best local 
anaesthetic. 

Mr. Wolstenholme asked how a local anaesthetic 
would be administered subcutaneously for operations on 
the bones of the face. He welcomed the Professor 
amongst them, and thanked him for instruction in 
matters so vital to the profession. 

Personally he had only once given chloroform stand¬ 
ing, and had not tried again. The demonstration of 
this method was interesting and instructive. He had 
used a modification of Carlisle’s muzzle, but was pleased 
with the bag used on the mare that day, and particularly 
with the way of drawing forward and securing the 
tongue. Personally he did not measure chloroform and 
had not had any trouble. 

Mr. Curbishley asked if it would be safe to try the 
standing method of chloforming for a powerful Shire 
stallion with nothing but ropes to hold him with. He 
would also like information as to whether the Bill is 
meant to apply to operations for Hernia such as can be 
treated by the application of a clam without cutting the 
skin. Also, where pneumonia follows the giving of 
chloroform, is there any hope from any class of treat¬ 
ment adopted. 

Mr. Noel Fillers thought the Animals Anesthetics 
Bill worth reading but unedifying. Four or five veter¬ 
inary surgeons gave evidence, but practically gave only 
their own views. The profession was to blame for not 


sending someone to express its views, and to show a 
united front 

Mr. Hughes thought it would be monstrous to put 
a horse or foal under choloroform for docking. He did 
not use chloroform for extraction of molar teeth. Oper¬ 
ations on the mouth where there is a good deal of 
haemorrhage require great care. 

Mr. Edwards, referring to the demonstration of 
chloroforming an animal standing, said they go down 
quicker if one of the fore legs is fastened up. 

Mr. Brittlebank said he rose with pleasure to add 
his meed of thanks to Prof. Hobday for his practical 
demonstrations. These are of greater assistance to men 
in practice than writings or recitations in meetings. The 
subject is before you, and you see some of the difficulties 
that the man in the field has to contend with. One sub¬ 
ject had not been referred to—the use of anaesthetics in 
parturition in our animals. When in practice, he used 
chloroform freely with undoubted success, and saving of 
labour. There is no doubt, he said,that the question of 
the administration of anaesthetics is a serious one, and 
probably more serious than the profession realises. He 
agreed with previous speakers that the Bill was painful 
to our pride as a scientific profession, and that to say 
the least of it, it was a deliberate insult to tell us in what 
particular cases we must use an anaesthetic, either a 
general or local. 

The National Association, now reconstituted had 
commenced to move and would be hoped become a 
powerful factor in protecting the interests of the pro¬ 
fession. It is time, in his opinion, that unjustifiable 
comparisons, whether openly made or not, of the relative 
values of unqualified as compared with qualified veter¬ 
inary service should cease. There is no justification for 
that attitude, and he believed that a good deal of the 
criticism is deliberately made because the class of labour 
has been cheap. The majority of the profession will do 
nothing to help themselves, and if they are too disin¬ 
terested to join one or other of the Associations their 
interest cannot be extensive. 

Mr. Woods referred to Prof. Hobday as the greatest 
enthusiast in surgery he knew, and also the pioneer of 
scientific surgery in the lower animals. In Mr. Wood’s 
younger days chloroform went bad before it was used, 
and the method used for the lower animals was so 
crude that the percentage of fatal accidents was very 
considerable. Prof. Hobday had changed all this, and 
anyone who followed his instructions can give chloro¬ 
form with safety. 

He had not used chloroform for a confinement and 
would like to know whether the Carlisle mask was 
efficient; they must remember that the muzzle of the 
ox is a peculiar shape and would require a special con¬ 
trivance. 

On the question of representatives of the profession 
appearing before the House of Lords, it would have 
been a difficult matter for a veterinary surgeon to have 
opposed the Anaesthetics Bill, because he would have 
been looked upon as cruel. In some of the operations 
mentioned it was thought that an ansesthesic was un¬ 
necessary, and personally he thought the standing opera¬ 
tion was less harmful than the giving of chloroform. 

Mr. Hopkin wished to emphasize the necessity for 
unity in the profession. The rank and file should not 
live isolated lives but should mix amongst their brethen. 

Mr. Mayall said he had chloroformed a great many 
horses and always used the Carlisle’s muzzle without 
fatal results. He thought they should be allowed to 
extract molar teeth with the aid of a local anaesthetic. 
Dentists used cocaine and it had been satisfactory. 

A member requested information as to the age for 
docking of dogs’ tails. 

Mr. Ferguson quoted a case of a labouring man 
being fined 40s. and costs for getting an ordinary pair of 
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pliers and nipping his dog’s tail off. It was done with¬ 
out an anaesthetic. 

Prof. Hobday, replying, said, he had refrained from 
dealing with local anaesthetics because it was a separate 
thing and could be dealt with by itself on another 
occasion. There were a considerable number, all useful 
in their way, such as cocaine, stovaine, urea and qui¬ 
nine, ether spray, ethyl-chloride. The first three are 
the best selection. Cocaine is, of course, a poison. Sto¬ 
vaine and novocain are better for use if obtainable, as 
they are not so toxic. 

As regards using the standing method of giving 
chloroform to a Shire stallion, he had seen it done satis¬ 
factorily and matters went off much as they had done 
to-day. 

Strychnine, given hypodermatically, is the best agent 
to use for chloroform pneumonia. 

As regards blood in the, lungs when molar teeth are 
extracted, he agreed that the risk makes it dangerous, 
but it is mentioned in the schedule, and a general anaes¬ 
thetic must be used. If done expertly and when very 
young the use of an anaesthetic for castration of smaller 
animalB of the farm is, he thinks, unnecessary, and he 
instanced having recently seen eight male pigs castrated 
in sixty-one seconds. To have chloroformed them would 
have been nonsensical. 

Mr. Taylor asked if he would consider a large dose of 
chloral hydrate a successful general anaesthetic^ 

Prof. Hobday said this was classed as a narcotic, but 
the distinction between deep narcosis and anaesthesia is 
a fine one. It is largely used abroad. 

Mr. Taylor proposed a vote of thanks to Prof. Hob 
day for his kindness in coming to one of the oldest V.M. 
Associations in existence. All were exceedingly indebted 
for the demonstrations and remarks. 

Mr. Brittlebank in seconding hoped that this would 
be the commencement of a new year for the Associ¬ 
ation. 


Minutes . The minutes of the last annual meeting 
were taken as read ; proposed by Mr. Wolstenholme, 
seconded by Mr. Knight. 

Election ov Officers. 

At a meeting of the Council held on Novembei 11th, 
the following officers were recommended for the year 
1920:— 

President : Mr. A.W. Noel-Pillers 

Vice-Presidents : Messrs. G. H. Locke, J. H. Wright, 
and A. I) Minor. 

Hon. Treasurer : Mr. E. H. Stent 

Hon. Secretary : Mr. J. Spreull 

Council : Messrs. J. Adamsom J. W. Brittlebank, E. 
H. Cnrbishley, T. Hopkin, F. Hopkin, A. Lawson. W. 
Packman, H. Sumner, J. B. Wolstenholme ana W. 
Woods. 

Auditors : Mr. W. A. Taylor and Mr. J. W. Ingram. 

Mr. Taylor proposed and Mr. Wolstenholme secon¬ 
ded that the officers mentioned be elected en bloc. (Car¬ 
ried). 

Election of Council, R.C.V.S. 

Mr. Wolstenholme proposed that Mr. G. H. Locke 
be nominated as the candidate of the Lancashire V.M. 
A., and that the Yorkshire and Eastern Counties Associ¬ 
ations be asked to combine in support of their respective 
candidates. 

Mr. Brittlebank seconded and Mr. Taylor spoke in 
support. (This was adopted). 

Tne following minutes of Council held November 19th 
were read. “ After a full discussion on Mr. Sumner’s 
paper on “ Reconstruction and the policy of the profes¬ 
sion ” the following resolutions were adopted ”:— 

1. That no candidate be adopted by any Veterinary 


Medical Society for membership of Council without a 
clear expression of his views on professional politics. 

2. That all candidates to Council be pledged to sup¬ 
port the Veterinary Surgeons Amendment Bill, and 
when passed to agree that appointed members be al¬ 
lowed their travelling expenses. 

3. That all candidates for Council of R.C.V.S. be re¬ 
quested to support a policy requiring that the complete 
administrative control of all animal diseases be placed 
in the hands of the veterinary profession. 

4. That the Lancashire V M. A. consider the alteration 
of rules to enable meetings to be held as often as the 
Council may consider necessary. 

5. That a revision of the syllabus be discussed at a 
full meeting of the Lancashire V.M.A. 

Mr. Wolstenholme gave notice of motion that the 
necessary rule be altered to comply with resolution 
four. 

Mr. Brittlebank proposed and Mr..Wright seconded 
that the foregoing minutes be brought forward for dis¬ 
cussion and at the next meeting if possible. (Carried). 

Election of members. The following were unanimous- 
; ly elected members of the Association Messrs. J. Hall, 
Ashton under-Lyne; J. F. Dixon, Manchester, and O. 
A. Ducksbury, Lancaster. Proposed by Mr. Locke secon¬ 
ded by Mr. Taylor. 

Nominations. Messrs. Warwick Fowle, Birkenhead ; 
W. G. Berry, W. L. Cockburn, J. H.White, G. M. Davey, 
T. Scotson, Hy. Sumner, jun., each of Liverpool; pro¬ 
posed by Mr. Noel-Pillers. 

Mr. T. Wilson, Nantwich proposed bv Mr. Locke. 

Messrs. F. Garside, Stockport; C. F. Shawcross, Al¬ 
trincham ; J. J. Garside, Congleton and N. Howe, Mac¬ 
clesfield, proposed by Mr. Curbishley. 

Mr. W. W. Smart was nominated as a honorary mem¬ 
ber by Mr. Taylor. 

Mr. Wolstenholme proposed a vote of thanks to the 
retiring officers, Mr. Noel-Pillers seconded. 

The President in responding said he was relinquish¬ 
ing office after twenty years service. He paid tribute 
to the able manner in which Mr. Stent had carried on 
the work as Assistant Secretary. 

Mr. Stent replied that he felt amply repaid by seeing 
such a large number of members at the meeting. 

John Spreull, Hon. Sec. 


To the Editor of “ The Veterinary Record.” 

Dear Sir,— On my return from a long day’s practice 
on country rounds I picked up The Vety. Record to 
make myself familiar as to what was going on at 
Headquarters, and could not drag myself away from this 
Journal until I had devoured the proceedings of the 
R.C.V.S. 

Before going further I should like to pay a tribute to 
Mr. Male for the very open way in which he voiced, 
what I am certain ; are the sentiments of the General 
Veterinary Practitioners. And, mind you, the Private 
Practitioners are very , very much in the majority. In 
common parlance “ they rule the roost” This is evi¬ 
denced by the overwhelming majority of Country 
Practitioners who are returned to represent us on the 
Council of the R.C.V.S. I am, therefore, grateful that 
we have such representatives as Mr. Male to look after 
the interests of the Country Practitioner who, as he 
says, has had to, and will still have to, do all the spade 
work. And, by gad, in these days it is jolly hard spade 
work, and not the proportionate remuneration of a 
navvy for spade work. 

Wnen I was at the Conference at Newcastle I believe 
a very strong claim was made for whole-time Veterinary 
Inspectors. But I noticed that this claim was not sup¬ 
ported by any but those who happened to be lucky to 



370 


THE VETERINARY RECORD January 31, 1920 


hold an appointment and the cushy job of a whole-time 
Inspector. 

Some who advocated it had not been seeing practice 
for any length of time—in fact, 1 had seen more practice 
than they before I enrolled as a Veterinary Student— 
having been in veterinary practices for over 35 years. 

Coming to the report of the Deputation to the 
Ministry of Health, do you not think that Clauses I and 
II are both superfluous and ridiculous. If this Depu¬ 
tation could not, or would not, trust a reliable Veterinary 
Surgeon to carry out the Tuberculin Test in a straight¬ 
forward and conscientious manner, how in the name of 
goodness do they think they will be able to rely on any 
kind of undertaking from the owner of the cows ? It 
is a proposition of which Euclid would say Quod est 
absurdum. And who, I might ask, is going to stay the 
hands of cattle dealers in the use of Tuberculin so long 
as it is splashed about the markets and drug stores, 
and by the quack vendors of Veterinary medicineB and 
ether nostrums, as at present. 

At the meeting of the N.V.M.A., in London, at the 
latter part of last year, a recommendation was put forth 
as to the curtailment of the sale of Tuberculin— 
restricting such sale to Veterinary Surgeons only. 
What has become of this 1 What has become of moat 
that was suggested at that meeting f Mr. Dawes put 
forward a very strong plea that the N.V.M.A. should 
hustle more tnan in the past. What has been heard 
of the increase of fees to Veterinary Inspectors under 
the County Councils 1 Nothing—and less than that. 
Has the price of ginger advanced to such an extent 
that a small amount could not be safely and judiciously 
used on those who stand like those on the front of side 
shows at Fairs, and accompanied by a discordant hurdy- 
gurdy, wave their hands over tneir heads and shout 
“ Walk up : get your money ready, our show is about to 
commence.” 

Well, all I can say is that it is very high time it was 
commencing. The initiation was all right, but so far 
we have not passed to another degree. 

There are numerous other topics which require careful 
consideration, but I am afraid I have already taken up 
a great deal of your restricted space.—Yours truly, 

Kidderminster, Jan. 24th. J. Wright Conchie. 

THE “OUTPUT” OF VETERINARY SURGEONS. 

Dear Sir,—In your number of the 10th inst., I notice 
that Mr. G. P. Male in his report on the Newcastle 
Conference said as follows, 

“Dr. Share-Jonesshowed that the United Kingdom 
was very much behind nearly all civilized countries in 
ita number of veterinary surgeons per head of the popu¬ 
lation. Whereas in Denmark the output is 1 in 133,000 
of the inhabitants, in Germany 1 in 210,000, in France 
1 in 300,000, in the United Kingdom it is only 1 in 
500,000. If Dr. Share-Jones figures were correct, there 
would only be about 12 veterinary surgeons in London 
and 120 in the United Kingdom. It is in my opinion 
greatly to be regretted that two members of the Council 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons should 
make and repeat such inaccurate statements.—Yours 
etc. 

Jan. 21,1920. Graham Rees Mogg. 

I The figures quoted are given as the “ annual output 
of veterinary surgeons,” (v.R. Jan. 10th, d. 322). This, 
at the rate of 2 per million of the population, gives a 
fraction over 90 graduates per annum.] 


Mr W. T. Olvbr, m.r.c.v.8., was returned at the 
head of the poll (731), for two councillors at Tam- 
worth. There were six candidates: the second polled 
569 votes and the lowest 144. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 


The. Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1920. In each case the amount is 
£1 Is. Od. except where otherwise indicated * 


Aitchison, D. A. D., 

Madras, India 
Banham, G. F., 

Stratford- on - Avon 
CurbUhley, E. H., 

Alderley Edge, Cheshire 
Dawes, H. J., 

West Bromwich 
Douglas, A., Ayr 
Douglas, T. A., 

Prestwick Ayrshire 
Dudgeon, G. R., 

Sunderland 
Edwards, E. R., 

Ministry of Agriculture 
Faithful], T. J.. Sudbury 
Gillespie, P. L Manchester 
Hart, R. L. L., 

Kampala, Uganda 
Healy, J. F., 

Midleton, Co. Cork 
Hill. S. PL King’s Lynn 
Joraan, W. D., 

Clydaeb, Glam. 

1919-1920 £2 2s. * 
Locke, G. H., Manchester 
Loy, C. W M Warrington 


Marshall, C. W., Farnham 
1919-1920 £2 2s. * 
Mason, R., 

Helmsley, Yorks 
Nelder, R. B., Exeter 
Nelder, W. B., Exeter 
Noar, W., Bury, Lancs. 
Pack, C., Lymington 
Packman, W., Bury, Lancs. 
Peddie, J., Auchterhouse 
Pen her thy, J., Newnham 
Reid, M. H., Hyeri, B.E.A. 
Rider, J, W., 

Beamish, Co. Durham 
Samson, F. G, Mitcham 
Taylor, J. H., Darlington 
Waters, W., Halstead 
Wright, T. L, 

London, S.W. 
Wright, T. W. W., 

Capt R.A.V.C. 
Wynne, J. H., Denbigh 
Previously 

acknowledged £346 9 0 


£382 4 0 
Jan. 28th- 


Action by V.S.—Advertisement Resented. 

On Jan. 19, in Mr. Justice Powell’s Court in Dublin, 
a motion was made on behalf of Mr. John B. Dunlop in 
an action that he is bringing against the Dunlop Rubber 
Company, Limited. 

Mr. Newett, who made the application, asked for 
liberty to issue the writ and serve it on the intended 
defendants out of the jurisdiction. The action was for 
an injunction to restrain the intended defendants from 
printing, publishing, or exhibiting in Ireland any adver¬ 
tisements, placards, books or circulars containing pictures 
representing Mr. Dunlop in absurd or unsuitable cos¬ 
tumes or attitudes, or caricatures of him, or otherwise 
calculated to expose him to public ridicule or contempt 
by misrepresenting his appearance or costume. 

In an affidavit Mr. Dnnlop said he was the inventor of 
the pneumatic tyre. About 1891, at the request of the 
then directors of the Pneumatic Tyre Company and 
Booth’s Cycle Agency, Limited (of which company he 
was then one of the directors), he presented them with 
a portrait bust of himself, and his signature to be used 
as trade marks. The Pneumatic Tyre Company and 
Booth’s Cycle Agency Limited were the predecessors of 
the intended defendant company. 

“ For some time past,” he continued, “ the said inten¬ 
ded defendant company have, without any permission 
from me, been exhibiting in Ireland and elsewhere ad¬ 
vertisements containing pictures obviously intended to 
represent me, the features being adapted from the said 
portrait bust, but the said features are placed upon the 
body of a very tall man. dressed in an exaggeratedly fop¬ 
pish manner, wearing a tall white hat, white waistcoat, 
and carrying a cane and eyeglass, none of which is it my 
custom to wear or carry. The gradual extension of the 
said advertisements and the absurd attitude in which 
the said figure is represented therein have caused very 
great annoyance to me and to my relatives, almost all of 
whom reside in Ireland, and the belief has arisen that I 
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hare permitted the company to publish the said adver¬ 
tisements in consideration of payment to me.” 

Mr. Dunlop further said that owing to his advanced 
age, 79, it would be inconvenient for him to appear as 
a witness in England, and he believed that a triad could 
be had more cheaply and expeditiously in Ireland. 

Mr. Justice Powell granted the order. 


A Milk Record. 

In the Freshwater herd, Shipley, Sussex, is a young 
pedigree dairy shorthorn cow—Veracity (vol. 69, p. 970, 
of the Herd book). In her seven years, (born October 
23rd, 1912) she has had five calves, and given the total 
of over 51,000 lb. of milk (10 lb. to the gallon). Her 
official record as carried out under the Dairy Shorthorn 
Association’s scheme of milk-recording and published 
in the yearly milk book of that society is as follows 

With her 1st calf she gave from lb. 

Oct. 1, 1914, to Sept. 30, 1915 7,047 

„ „ 2nd calf Oct. 1, 1916, to Sept. 30, 1916 10,179 

„ „ 3rd calf Oct. 1,1916, to Sept. 30,1917 12,078 

„ „ 4th calf Oct. 1,1917, to Sept. 30, 1918 10,133 

„ „ 5th calf Oct. 1,1918, to Oct 1. 1919 11,373 

And for the 22$ days to complete her 7th year 747 


Total 51,667 

or an average of 10,311 lb. with each of her first five 
calves, having a calf each year. 

No other cow of any breed, as far as the Freshwater 
herd are aware, has ever approached these figures under 
official tests. The cow has never been “ forced ” in any 
way. She is milked twice a day only, has very little 
cake, and takes her place in the herd in the ordinary 
way. 


Complaint against R.V. College, Dublin. 

By the casting vote of the chairman, Mr. P. J. O’Neill, 
the voting being 11 to 11, Dublin Co. Council decided 
against a prosecution for infringement of restrictions by 
the Veterinary College. 

Mr. Richardson, Chief V.I., reported that the College 
Principal informed him of two cases of parasitic mange 
and glanders, and both horses were slaughtered. He 
placed the College under restrictions, but discovered 
that 2 other animals were subsequently admitted. 

The chairman asked, if the incident happened in the 
case of a private individual, would he be held liable. 
“Certainly,” replied Mr. Richardson. 

Mr. Clarke said glanders could be communicated to 
human beings, and was incurable. 

Messrs. Collins and Mahony favoured a prosecution, 
but Mr. Early, solicitor, thought it a great mistake to 
launch a prosecution without hearing the College autho¬ 
rities’ explanation. 

The Chairman said another horse housed in Bally- 
bough with the animal slaughtered for glanders, was 
killed that morning, and found to have glanders of long 
standing .—The Irish Independent. 


Mange In Middlesex. 

At Willesden, the London and North-Western Rail¬ 
way Company was summoned by Middlesex County 
Council for failing to report 37 cases of parasitic mange 
among horses at Willesden. For the defence it was 
stated that the cases were notified to the police as soon 
as parasitic mange was definitely diagnosed. The 
magistrate said there had been too long a delay, and or¬ 
dered the company to pay a fine of £5 and five guineas 
costs. 


I A Bullock with Three Kidneys. 

On January 28th I was called to the public Abattoir 
to examine a carcase that had three kidneys; it was 
that of a small shire bullock in medium condition. On 
the left loin were two large balls of fat• from each the 
butchers had taken a kidney. Weighed together these 
scaled two-and-a-half pounds. On the right loin was 
another large roll of fat from which was taken a small 
kidney weighing six ounces. All three kidneys were 
perfect. I have not previously known such a case. 

Ashton-under-Lyne. Arthur New, m.r o.v.s., 


Foot-and-Mouth Disease and the Press. 

The Agricultural Correspondent to The Tinies f 
writes-“The importance of the issues evolved justifies 
a return to the question of foot-and-mouth disease. 
The Veterinary Department of the Ministry of Agricul¬ 
ture has proved itself adept in checking, controlling, 
and eradiating the disease, and if that were enough 
there would be nothing but praise of its efficiency. 
But, as was stated in The Times of Monday, after- 
treatment does not meet the requirements of the case. 
Nothing short of complete prevention will suffice to 
allay anxiety and to restore confidence to owners of 
pure-bred herds and flockB. 

To erect an effective barrier between an infected 
and a clean country is not an easy problem. The in¬ 
fection may be introduced by ways and through 
channels not yet discovered, but ( the human agency ’ 
is suspect. No live stock or fodder is coming from 
the Continent or elsewhere in a way that would 
involve abnormal risk, and suspicion rests, therefore, 
on the passenger traffic between this country and the 
Continent. It seems probable that some new factor 
has arisen to render less effective the former precau¬ 
tions, and the theory of the human carriers ought to 
be thoroughly sifted.’’ 

[This temperate statement of the difficulty is in strong 
contrast to the tone adopted in some of the agricul¬ 
tural papers. It seems that their writers are unable to 
recognise any difficulty in tracing the source of infection, 
and they advise their readers that the officers of the 
Board of Agriculture 'ought’ and 'must’ take steps 
immediately—and so on. It seems distinctly unfair to 
the men engaged in the struggle with the disease to 
allow this kind of loose talk to be handed out to 
thousands of readers whose training does not fit them 
them to understand the difficulties of combating highly 
infectious disease. The spread of inaccuracies on a 
matter which may mean great loss to those directly 
concerned, as well as a menace to the food supply of 
these islands, should be met by a definite pronounce¬ 
ment by those in authority—if not by more drastic 
measures.] 

An outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease is reported 
at Stratton, near Swindon. This is the fourth case in 
Wiltshire within a fortnight. 

A later outbreak is reported at Tor Dean and 
Buckfastleigh, South Devon. A breeder’s herd of 50 
cattle and 130 sheep are to be destroyed. 


Veterinary work in the Colonies—Staff and 
Pay inquiry. 

The Secretary of State for the Colonies has appointed 
a Committee to consider whether the staffs of the veteri¬ 
nary departments in the various Colonies and Protector¬ 
ates are adequate, and, if necessary, to recommend in¬ 
creases of staff; to consider whether the rates of salary 
offered to the veterinary staff are adequate, and if neces 
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sary to suggest improvements ; and to make recommen¬ 
dations for improving the arrangements for recruiting 
veterinary staff for the Colonies and Protectorates. 

The members of the committee are :— 

Sir Herbert Read, k.c.m.g., c.b., Assistant Under 
Secretary, Colonial Office. 

Sir J. M’Fadyean, m.b., b.sc- m.r.c.v.s., Principal 

of the Royal Veterinary College, London. 

Sir S, Stcckman, m.r.o.v.s., Chief Veterinary Officer, 
Ministry of Agriculture. 

The President of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. 

Professor O. C. Bradley, m.d , D.sc., m.r.o.v.s., Principal 
of the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh. 
Professor J. Share-Jones, m.sc., f.r.c.v.s., Director of 
Veterinary Education, University of Liverpool. 
Major R. D. Furse, d.s.o., Assistant Private Secretary 
(Appointments), Colonial Office. 

Mr. A. Cook, of the Colonial Office, is Secretary. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extracts from London Gazette 

Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps 

War Office, Whitehall, Jan. 22. 

Capt. H. W. Southall, t.f., relinquishes actg. rank of 
Maj. (Nov. 19, 1919). 

The notification in Gazette of July 10, 1919, regarding 
temp. Capt. T. A. Shaw is cancelled. 

Jan. 26. 

Lb-Col. W. J. Tatam, c.m g., c.b.e., relinquishes actg. 
rank of Col. on ceasing to hold the appt. of D.D.V.S. 
(May 1 , 1919) (substituted for notification in Gazette of 
July 7, 1919). 

Territorial Force. Jan. 15. 

The following officers relinquish temp, rank of Maj. on 
ceasing to hold appt. of D.A.D.V.S.Capt. (temp. 
Maj.) C. E. Neill, (April 8, 1919) substituted for that 
which appeared in Gazette May 12, 1919); Capt. 
(temp. Map) J. Adamson, M.c. (March 27, 1919) (sub¬ 
stituted for that which appeared in Gazitte May 3, 
1919). 

The following officers relinquish actg. rank of Maj. on 
ceasing to hold appt. of D.A.D.V.S.Capt. (actg. 
Maj.) P. Abson (March 26, 1919) (substituted for that 
which appeared in Gazette May 3, 1919); Capt. (actg. 
Maj.) J. A. Dixon (April 6,1919) (substituted for that 


which appeared in Gazette May 5, 1919); Capt. (actg. 
Maj.) H. McVean (March 13, 1919) (substituted for 
that which appeared in Gazette April 28, 1919). 


The late Mr. Q. C. Lowe, M.R.C.8., L.R.C.P. 

Aid. Dr. Alfred Salter, in an interview with a 41 South 
London Press ” representative, said 44 My friend was a 
deeply religious and ardent social worker. The grand 
thing about him, besides his absolute conscientiousness, 
was his modesty. He used to make all sorts of sacrifices 
and do all sorts of things in order to do good. But he 
never told anybody, not even I, his most intimate friend. 
The amount of good work that he did by stealth is likely 
never to be known. He possessed a strongly marked 
sense of duty—and it was in the execution of his duty 
that he met his death. He was attending a man who 
was suffering from septic poisoning, when he contracted 
a septic throat. This rapidly developed into general 
blood poisoning. The patient recovered but the doctor 
died.” Dr. Salter said that Dr. Lowe was a qualified 
veterinary surgeon. His father had practised in Oxley- 
Bt., Bermondsey, for many years. 

In 1910 Dr. Lowe qualified as a medical practitioner 
and the next year joined the firm of Salter, Stratton 
and Goldie. 

By his express wish, the body of the deceased was 
cremated in Golders Green. 

Speaking to the assembled school at a meeting of the 
Bermondsey Secondary School for Girls, Sothwaft Park- 
rd., Dr. Scott Lidgett, L.C.C., said Dr. Lowe possessed 
a very high character. He was a competent doctor, a 
devout citizen and was zealous in the practice of his 
professional duties. He worked hard in order that he 
might improve the standard of life of the people of this 
borough and in consequence was held here in tne highest 
regard by all those who knew him. We are the poorer 
by his being taken from us.” 

The expression which summed up the feelings of those 
Bermondsey people with whom the late Dr. George C. 
Lowe came in contact—and they were many, was 44 A 
good man has gone.”—From The Bermondsey News. 


Aston—Hall. At the Church of All Saints, Welling¬ 
ton, Salop, by the Rev. Sinclair Moore, M.A., on Tuesday, 
Jan. 20th, William Frederic Aston, M.R.C.V8., eldest son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Aston, Wrexham, to Edith Mary (Onita) 
only daughter of Mr. Hall, m.r.c.v.s., and Mrs. Hall, 
Wellington. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Period. 
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28 

48 
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1 
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173 
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22 

25 
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38 
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5 

17 
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35 

40 

18 
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3 
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112 
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68 

14 

1 

17 
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56 

18 

34 
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12 
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2 

3 

3 

3 

716 

611 

333 

1554 

1 1247 
| 708 

88 

94 

141 

72 

71 

159 

30 

24 

68 


(a Confirmed, (b) Reported by Looal Authorities f Counties affected, animals attacked London, 4. 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Jan. 27, 1920 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 

Not*.—T he figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 




H Meekly 3ournaI for tbe profession. 

Founded by William Hunting, p.b.o.v.s. 
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Minimum Fees, Local and General. 

The two scales of minimum fees published three 
weeks ago by tbe North of England and West of 
Scotland Associations respectively are doubtless re¬ 
ceiving attention from practitioners. In studying 
them we must remember that each scale was drawn 
up to meet the needs of a particular district, and 
this ought to limit criticism. 

There are marked differences between the two 
scales in the amounts fixed for certain services. 
This may be held to prove that a scale drawn up by 
a central body for national application would be 
preferable to local scales fixed by local associations. 
Bat it is equally capable of being used to support 
precisely the opposite argument; and it is certain¬ 
ly a good illustration of the extreme difficulty of 
framing a workable national scale. These North of 
England men and Scotchmen considered the sub¬ 
ject carefully, and are probably better judges of how 
high the fees for any description of veterinary work 
may safely be fixed in their respective districts than 
any other practitioners in the world would be. The 
inequalities in their scales distinctly suggest that 
some of the items in a national, if they were not fixed 
altogether too high for some districts, would have to 
be much lower than need be for others. On this 
point we all need more knowledge and experience. 

Both scales are undoubtedly open to criticism on 
the ground that, generally speaking, they fix the fees 
very low. Here it must be remembered that the 
scales only represent the absolute minimum fees 
admissable; and this brings us up against what fs 
likely to be the most serious difficulty in any attempt 
to regulate our remuneration. Any minimum scale, 
unless it renders veterinary services practically in¬ 
accessible to not a few owners, must fix the fees well 
below those which most practitioners often obtain. 
This difficulty in forming local scales will become 
greater if we attempt to draw up a national one. 

The best course at present appears to he for more 
societies to draft scales for their districts and pub¬ 
lish the details. If practically every district in the 
Kingdom had its local scale, a very few years ex¬ 
perience of the system would fit us to approach 
the question of a national scale. Some societies 
may decide to revise their scales in certain details ; 
and all will gain practical knowledge alike of the 
workability of such schemes, and the further ques¬ 
tion of how far they really tend to our advantage. 
Lastly, as practitioners outside the societies must 
of course be consulted in framing the scales, many 
may decide to join the societies. 


THE PROPHYLAXIS OF 
JOINT EVIL IN FOALS. 

By Wm. Scott, f.r.c.v.s., Bridgwater. 

In the issue of The Veterinary Record for Oot. 
16th, 1917, I contributed a preliminary note on the 
treatment of joint evil in foals. Since then, in 
conjunction with colleagues, whose valued opinions 
and observations I have pleasure in recording ; fur¬ 
ther data have been obtained. 

The line of prophylaxis was the same throughout, 
but slight variation in technique was adopted in 
1918 : This consisted of:— 

(a) Active immunization of the pregnant mother 
invariably at or as near as possible the 9th month 
with a polyvalent vaocine composed of streptococci 
and staphlococci and B. ooli. 

(b) Passive immunization of the foal at birth with 
antistreptoooccal cum antistaphlococcal cum anti¬ 
colic sera, by subcutaneous and intra umbilical in¬ 
jections. 

Oases under treatment. 

By Wm. Robb., f.r.c.v.s., Glasgow. 

In the spring of 1918 a course of vaccines was 
supplied for 6 mares and sera for 6 foals. 

On May 24th, 1918, Mr. Robb writes :—“ I have 
not had a case this year following after the mare 
has received the vaccine, the foal the serum. We 
have had some oases a 2 days’ journey away, where 
no vaccine had been used, and cases seem to be 
quite common.” On June 27th he adds :—“ I have 
not had a foal break down, and next year I think we 
will be called upon to do it on a bigger scale. 

In the spring of 1919, 30 mares and their foals 
were immunized :—One foal out of this number de¬ 
veloped joint-evil three days after birth, and died. 
The history is as follows —The mare had been ill 
with pseudo-labour pains for two days prior to advice 
being sought. She was delivered of a live foal with 
assistance, and died shortly afterwards; post mor¬ 
tem examination revealed gastric rupture. The foal 
was motored 20 miles to a foster mother, but in 
three days time developed symptoms of joint evil 
and died. 

By Jno. Maofarlane, m.b.c.v.s., Doune. 

On Dec. 2nd 1819, Mr. Maofarlane writes :—“ We 
treated one mare whose two previous foals died from 
joint-ill. The mare bad a .healthy foal which was 
injected with serum as per instructions, and the 
mare had three injections of vaooine. 

With regard to the treatment of foals suffering 
from joint ill we tried the serum in two cases but 
regret results were unsatisfactory, although we 
should like to give it a more extensive trial. 
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By H. Gillmor, m.b.c.v.s., Ayr. 

On Deo. 3rd, 1919, Mr. Gillmor writes :—No. 1. 
Injected a foal at birth and 10 days later, as a pre¬ 
ventative. Foal did not develop joint-evil. 

No. 2. Foal with acute joint-ill at 3rd day (prac¬ 
tically hopeless). Serum used on 3rd and 4th days, 
but foal died on fourth day. This foal had lost its 
mother (eversion uterus) and was put on to another 
mare which had lost her foal from joint-evil. 

No. 3. Foal 3 weeks old; acute synovitis in one 
hock. Serum injection daily for several days, but 
the disease gradually spread to all the joints, and 
foal died after about a fortnight's treatment. 

By Wm. Scott, f.b.o.v.s., Bridgwater. 

In the spring of 1918 eleven pregnant mares had 
six weekly injections of vaccine; of these, three were 
primipara one of which had a healthy past; one 
had influenza as a yearling, and one had joint-evil. 
Number 3 mare on the chart had had 2 healthy 
foals previously. Number 10 had only been in the 
possession of the present owner a short time, and 


her previous history is not on reoord. The remain¬ 
ing 6 mares were all known to have produced foals 
which developed joint-evil. Out of this number 
one foal developed joint-evil after injeotion. 

Looking at the chart for 1919 one finds there are 
3 primipara; one was delivered of twins whioh 
died; one gave birth to a healthy foal, while the 
third was delivered of what appeared to be a healthy 
foal, hut simply lacking in stamina. 

Nos. 1, 3 and 9 on the chart had given birth pre¬ 
viously to healthy foals. Nos. 7 and 14 lacked pre¬ 
vious history; and the foal from No. 4 was born 
dead. 

The remaining five mares had given birth to 
foals some of which bad died from joint-evil pre¬ 
viously. A foal from one of this number after 
immunization developed joint-evil but made a re¬ 
covery although development was not fully reached. 

Compendium . In regard to Mr. Robb's oases, 
his failures under treatment are less than 3%, while 
those of my own work out at 12%. It must be poin¬ 
ted out, however, that the majority of my oases 
came from farms whose previous histories were 


N Breed and age of 
1 mare. 


I 

Hunter, 

7 yrs. 

II 

Cart, 

10 yrs. 

III 

Cart 

9 yrs. 

IV 

Hall-bred, 

4 yrs. 

V 

Hack, 

6 yrs. 

VI 

Hunter, 

Aged. 

VII 

Hunter, 

8 yrs. 

VIII Shire, 

10 yrs. 

IX 

Shire, 

6 yrs. 

X 

Cart, 

Aged. 

XI 

Cart, 

4 yrs. 


^ Breed and age of 

I Half-bred, Aged. 

II Cart, 7 yrs. 

III Cart, 6 yrs. 

IV Hunter, 5 yrs. 

V Hunter, 9 yrs. 

VI Hunter, 7 yrs. 

VII Half-bred, Aged. 

VIII Cart, Aged. 


IX Cart, Aged. 

X Hack, 4 yrs. 

XI Cart, 6 yrs. 

XII Cart, 7 yrs. 


XIII Hack, 6 yrs. 

XIV Cart, Aged, 


CHABT FOR 1918. 

Hl8t0 previoa8 D Clr r ° f Previous history of mares. 

2 foals; 1 died, joint-evil Strangles badly as a 2-year-old 
5 foals ; 2 died, joint-evil Early history unknown 

2 foals; healthy Do. do. 

Primipara Influenza as a yearling 

Primipara Healthy record 

5 known foals : 3 last died, 

joint-evil Early history unknown 

3 foals ; 1 died, joint-evil Influenza, strangles, poll-evil 
3 foals ; 2 last died, 

joint-evil Influenza, strangles 
2 foals ; 2 died, joint-evil Strangles, poll-evil, fistula 

Several; history and 

number unknown Unknown 
Primipara As a foal joint evil, later 

strangles 


CHART FOR 1919. 

"“tf.Sk"' PctabtoT .fn,™, 

3 foals known : healthy Good so far as known 
3 foals; 2 died, joint-evil Early history unknown 

2 foals ; healthy Good 

1 foal; dead born Good 

3 foals ; all died, joint-evil Strangles (badly) 

Primipara Strangles, influenza, poll-evil 

Several; unknown Unknown 

3 foals ; 1 died, joint-evil Strangles, influenza 2 or 3 times 


4 foals; 1 died, joint-evil 
Primipara 

2 foals; healthy 

3 foals; 1 died, joint-evil 


Unknown 

Strangles (irregular) 
Influenza (slight) 
Strangles, fistula 


Primipara Good 

Several; history unknown Unknown 


Results. 

Healthy foal 
Healthy foal 
Healthy foal 
Healthy foal 
Healthy foal 

Healthy foal 
Healthy foal 

Healthy foal 
Weakly foal; died 

joint-evil 


Healthy foal 
Foal lived few hours 


Results. 

Healthy foal 
Healthy foal 
Healthy foal 
Healthy foal 
Healthy foal 
Twins ; only lived few 
hours 

Healthy foal 
Born healthy; develop¬ 
ed joint-evil 10th day, 
recovery fair 
Healthy foal 
Healthy foal 
Healthy foal 
Healthy at birth ; died 
14th day from pneu¬ 
monia & ante-mortem 
clotting 

Healthy foal, but 
weakly, died 
Joint-evil; 4th day 
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anything but good as far as joint-evil was concerned; 
and further, that nearly 50% of the pregnant mares 
had been known to produce foals which had died 
from joint-evil. I therefore consider it places the 
treatment upon a fair basis. 

In regard to Messrs, Macfarlane and Gillmor’s 
observations, I may add they entirely agree with my 
own so far as the curative value of the serum is 
concerned. Undoubtedly our only hope is in 
prophylaxis and the reason is not far to seek. Joint- 
evil runs an obscure course—grave lesions may be 
developing in some more or less vital organ with 
consequent organic mischief before we can detect 
any joint involvement, after which the disease has 
gone too far and the animal usually becomes a phy¬ 
sical wreck. The question is, what is the best form 
of prophylaxis. 

To inject a pregnant mare three times with a vac¬ 
cine and the foal twice with sera involves time and 
money; but I confess I fail to see by what other 
means one can produce the degree'of hyper immun¬ 
ity aimed at. To inject one or two doses of sera 
into a pregnant mare and expeot the ultimate off¬ 
spring to be immune to joint-evil infection is surely 
asking too much. Further enormous doses of sera 
would be required to give security, and this would 
entail greater expense. 

There is one other point which might be raised. 
Serum injections confer a short and passing immu¬ 
nity which is an undoubted drawback so far as the 
mother concerned; and their action is so little un¬ 
derstood that one is justified in suspecting a lulling 
influence existB by their presence in the system, to 
the detriment of the natural immunising forces of 
the animal mechanism itself. Clearly, then, so far 
as the pregnant mare iB concerned active immuni¬ 
zation by vaccines is indicated; for by them the 
cellular and humoral elements of the body are acti¬ 
vated, with a consequent large outpouring of anti¬ 
bodies which must directly influence the foal in 
utero . In the case of the newly born foal—at birth 
or as soon after as possible I inject intra-navel and 
subcutaneously hyperimmun sera, and repeat in 
10-12 days. By the time the passing effect of 
this immunity has taken place the young foal is 
usually beyond the joint-evil phase. But as active 
immunization is strongly recommended in the preg¬ 
nant mare, so is it equally strongly condemned in 
the offspring, by reason of the fact that a vaccine 
produces a negative phase, and at a period of a foal’s 
life with an exposed patent navel that one would be 
running too grave a risk of an aggressive infection 
thro* this and other channels; and further, the effect 
of a vaccine is remote while that of a serum is im¬ 
mediate. 

Note . To Messrs. Parke, Davis and Co., I am in¬ 
debted for placing at my disposal a large quantity of 
their anti-streptococcal serum, which I consider 
forms an important basis plank in protecting the 
offspring against joint-evil. 

The “ materials ” from which the vaccines were 
prepared were derived from foals dying from joint- 
evil and horses suffering from influenza, strangles, 
and fistula of the poll and withers. 

Wm. S. 


A NOTE ON THE PREVENTION OF 
FILABIA IMMITIS IN FIJI. 

Under ordinary conditions, dogs in the Fiji islands 
whether native or imported become progressively 
affected with the filaria immitis , and die in a few 
months or years from anssmia and heart failure. 

The anaemia is caused by the embryos of the filaria 
in the blood vessels ; the heart failure is often the 
direct consequence of accumulation of masses of 
the sexually mature parasite in the right half of 
the heart. 

Dogs in Fiji which are regularly shut up at night 
in mosquito-proof kennels or rooms do not as a rule 
develop the characteristic symptoms of the affection, 
but remain apparently healthy, and do not die 
sooner than animals in countries where the filaria 
immitis is not prevalent. 

This observation suggests the following infer¬ 
ences ; 

(1) That injection with filaria immitis is un¬ 
doubtedly conveyed directly by mosquitos in the 
act of biting (vide Wallis Hoare), and not indirectly 
by way of drinking water as sometimes supposed, 
(vide Hutyra and Marek). 

(2) That infeotion with filaria immitis to be fatal 
(in Fiji) must be continuously repeated over a 
considerable period of time, since a degree of pro¬ 
tection from mosquitos suffices to prevent the 
appearance of olinical manifestations of the diseases. 

Note .—Mosquitos in Fiji often bite freely towards 
evening, but even if it is assumed that the mosquito 
only becomes effective after sunset, it must be re¬ 
membered that it is not always possible to ensure 
that dogs are kennelled promptly at sunset. The 
best device the writer has seen for ensuring the 
systematic protection of dogs is a closed yard con¬ 
taining a mosquito-proof kennel with a mosquito- 
proof gauze door, which automatically swings back 
into position as the dog enters or leaves the kennel. 
The dog soon learns to push open the door which 
swings on a hinge from the top, and gladly avails 
himself of the protection from mosquitos. 

(3) That it would be impracticable to attempt 
medicinal treatment when animals are not protected 
from continuous inoculation by mosquitos, and un¬ 
necessary to do so when a reasonable degree of 
proctection is given ; consequently it is a waste of 
time and energy to seek for a medicinal remedy. 

Fiji, 5 Dec., 1919. Wakefield Rainey. 


• AN ABNORMALITY. 

The enclosed negative is a novice’s attempt, and 
is intended to represent a part of a mare’s off fore 
leg cut off below the knee and preserved. 

The interesting thing in this case is that it has 
two hoofs and two separate sets of pastern bones 
and the smaller hoof was on the inside of the leg. 
The mare had been used as an exhibit in a show. 
The smaller hoof was about the size of a donkey’s 
hoof with a complete frog and bad been polished 
and shod with a bright steel shoe and was exhibited 
as a mare with five feet. This mare did her share 
of harness work in the vans, the abnormality cans- 



376 


THE VETERINARY RECORD February 7 ,1920 


ing her no inconvenience while at work. She un¬ 
fortunately died from a twist and the owner allowed 
me to out the specimen off and preserve it. 

C. N. 


NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

Central, op Ireland, Division. 


The annual general meeting was held at the Central 
Hotel, Mary boro*, on the 15 th inst. Present: B. P. J. 
Mahony (President),'J. F. Healy (Hon. Treas.), E. C. 
Winter (Hon. Sec.), J. Holland, Athy; P. J. Howard, 
Ennis; J. S. MacCann, Longford; E. J. Bolton, Athlone. 
Visitors : T. Fitzpatrick, Kilkenny ; T. B. Mahony, Ne- 
nagh, and W. B. Little, Roscrea. 

The President welcomed the members and visitors 
to Maryboro and thanked them for coming, some of 
them a long distance, and hoped they personally, and 
the profession generally would profit by their trip-^re- 
marking that he never attended a meeting himself with¬ 
out profiting thereby. He dilated on the benefits to be 
derived from united action and instanced some of the 
things the Associations had been able to do for the pro¬ 
fession in the past and urged the general practitioners 
to do all they could to keep the various associations 
alive and going, to bring any grievances they had before 
the meetings and so obtain the help of the profession 
generally to get them righted. 

The Hon. Treas. referred to the depleted condition 
of the exchequer, and urged on the members the neces¬ 
sity of paying the small subscription called for by the 
Association. 

The Hon. Sec. stated that he had circularised all the 
members, wiping out the arrears on payment of one 
guinea, where in some cases there was a lot more due, 
and asking them to pay up the small amount now de¬ 
manded. The response to that appeal was very poor. 

The President remarked that the object of shifting 
about the place of meeting was to try and gather in all 
the scattered members of the profession, but strange to 
say it was the local men who were always conspicuous 
by their absence, and the whole work of the Association 
was thrown on the shoulders of a few men. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and signed, 
the Hon. Sec. explaining that the meeting called at Mal¬ 
low was more or less abortive, owing to his sudden in¬ 
disposition, and the consequent loss of the necessary 
books and papers. 

The President said that in spite of that there was a 
very good informal meeting and a profitable discussion. 

The Hon. Sec. explained the action he took over the 
Ministry of Health Bill, and read the correspondence he 
received on the matter from the various authorities 
written to. This action was confirmed by the meeting. 

Communications were read from the other Irish Vet¬ 
erinary Societies relative to the question of fees charged, 
and a resolution passed at a former meeting was again 
spoken to, the members all being of opinion that an in¬ 
crease of 50% all round for work done at home, 100% 
for work done away from home, was not at all unreasona¬ 
ble. 

The following resolutions were passed unanimous¬ 
ly 

I. That a fee of five guineas a day be demanded for a 
whole day’s work, with travelling and hotel expenses 
where incurred, and that copies of this resolution be sent 
to the officials of the D.A.T.I., the Director General of 
Veterinary Services^ and the B.A.F. (England). 

S. That this meeting is of opinion that the Tuberculo¬ 


sis Act should be worked on a 14 fee basis ” for the work 
actually done, instead of on a fixed salary as heretofore, 
as that salary in a great many cases is insufficient to pay 
travelling expenses now. Also, the fee system would 
tend to more efficiency in the carrying out of the work. 
The Act was valueless if not carried out. 

3. That fees charged to Insurance Companies be the 
same as those charged to ordinary clients. Some of the 
Companies offer very low fees, on the plea that other¬ 
wise it would not pay them to take on the business. It 
was pointed out that that was their business, and that 
it should be arranged for in the premium. 

A letter was read from Mr. Bullock, putting forward a 
plea for the Veterinary Benevolent Fund, and it was de¬ 
cided to send the two guinea subscription asked for from 
the Association funds, and that the members canvas all 
their friends to join in paying the small sum demanded 
yearly. The matter was left in the hands of Mr. Howard 
to deal with. 

It was decided, from lack of funds, not to send a dele¬ 
gate to the Congress of the Royal Sanitary Institute at 
Birmingham. 

The following new members were unanimously elect¬ 
ed Messrs. P. A. Carroll, Limerick ; T. Fitzpatrick, 
Kilkenny ; T. B. Mahony, Nenagh; and W. B. Little, 
Roscrea 

It was decided to hold the next meeting in Dublin 
during the Spring Shaw week, at the Veterinary College 
if possible. 

Mr. MacCann promised a paper, and the Hon. Sec. 
said he was in correspondence with Mr. Magee (President 
of the Veterinary Medical Association, Ireland, who 
promised to help with a demonstration at the meeting 

Officers, 1920. 

The meeting unanimously asked the outgoing officers 
to continue in office for the year 1920, and promised 
them their hearty support in every way. 

The President , Treasurer and Secretary , having all 
demurred at continuing in office so long, being of opinion 
that such honours should go round, finally agreed to 
continue in harness for another year. 

Council. Messrs. Howard, Nolans, Holland, Cleary 
and Bolton were appointed on the Council of the Associ¬ 
ation to assist the tnree principal officers. 

Mr. Healy called attention to the hardships inflicted 
on the members of the profession by the Motor Permits 
Order; and the meeting passed a resolution calling on 
the authorities to accept the suggestion recently put 
forward by the medical profession, and approved by 
Mr. H. G. Burgess, Director of Transport, “ That the 
placing of a photograph of the driver on the ordinary li¬ 
cense be sufficient permit.” 

The meeting then adjourned for luncheon, at the in¬ 
vitation of the President, and after enjoying the good 
things provided, the toast of Mr. Mahony’s health was 
honoured. 

So ice interesting Dental and other Cases. 

By E. C. Winter, f.r.g.v.s., Limerick. 

Case I. Subject a bay gelding six years old, had an 
enlargement under the lower jaw on the near side, with 
a slight discharge of ichorous pus. This had been going 
on for about a year, and was there when the owner 
bought the horse, and was said to be an injury from a 
tight halter. On examination it was found that the 
second lower molar was split, and the parts in a stinking 
condition. The horse was cast and chloroformed, and 
the two larger pieces of tooth taken away with foroeps. 
The roots had to be punched out from below as they 
could not be caught, and they gave a bit of trouble, as 
they were rotten and the punch ran through them. The 
opening between the plates of the jaw had to be drilled, 
or reamed out, to admit the punch. The horse was 
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taken away next day, after the alveolae had been plugged 
with rubber and properly scraped out and disinfected. 
The owner who lived fifteen miles away, promised to 
bring the patient back at the end of a week, but I never 
saw him till 1 met him accidentally six months after¬ 
wards at a fair. The swelling had decreased a little, and 
the owner assured me he had never touched the horse. 
The alveolus was closed and so was the sinus. 

Case II. Subject a bay mare, nine years old, would 
not feed and was very thin. Examination revealed the 
third lower molar at the off side split lengthwise, and 
cutting the tongue on one side and the cheek on the 
other. The animal was cast and chloroformed and the 
tooth extracted. This tooth was split in three parts un¬ 
der the crown, and the pieces took some getting out. I 
had to make a couple of retractors to loosen them and 
allow a forceps to grip them. The case did well after¬ 
wards. 

Case III recounts a failure. Subject a bay gelding six 
years old, in wretched condition, tie had been running 
at grass and neglected, and was dying of starvation. I 
warned the owner of the risk of operation and he decided 
to go on. The second and fourth lower molars were 
broken and diseased and were with difficulty extracted ; 
but the patient never rose again, despite all I could do 
in the way of nerve tonics and stimulants, and died of 
inanition about eighteen hours afterwards. 

Case IV. turned out a brilliant surgical job after a 
a prelininary faux pas . Subject, a bay cob gelding six 
years old. This horse showed an enlargement over the 
root of the second upper molar at the near side. I fear 
I was rather hasty in rushing to the conclusion that I 
had dental trouble again, and I extracted the tooth, only 
to find there was no trouble there. The owner and the 
“ sense carrier,” who usually accompanies the victim, 
looked at the tooth, and seeing the fangs were not pointed, 
as they expected, said it was broken off at the roots, ana 
cautioned me to get out all the bits. I made an explor¬ 
atory incision over the swelling and found it was a 
growth springing from the nasal septum, and I thought 
tnen I removed the lot. The patient went home next 
day, and came back at the end of a week with a tumour 
the size of a goose egg on the outside, and the cavity of 
the nostril filled up completely, as were the nasal sinuses 
and the alveolus. I took a specimen from the growth 
and sent it to Professor Craig for examination, telling 
the owner to come back in a week. Professor Craig re¬ 
ported an innocent fibrous tumour, or a fibrous epithe¬ 
lioma. I decided to operate, and called in the assist¬ 
ance of Mr. P. A. Carroll, V.S. We removed three 
pounds and a quarter weight of tumour, moulded to the 
nostril and the maxillary sinuses, and protruding through 
the face and alveolus, took away the first and second 
molar as the alveolus had to be cut away except about 
half-an-inch at the buccal surface. I saved all the skin 
I could and laid it back, having made a crucial incision 
starting from the centre of the growth, but eventually 
had an opening in the bone of the face, oval in shape 
and with diameters of six inches vertically and four 
horizontally, the incisions going about two inches farther 
in the skin, and the vertical one running from the eye to 
the commissure of the lip. The root or the tumour was 
on the nasal septum which was well scraped and curet¬ 
ted. The whole of the job took two hours and a naif, 
and was more like a batcher's job than a surgical one. 
The patient got up all right and ate a feed an hour 
afterwards; the only feed he ever missed was next day’s 
breakfast. The owner saw him two weeks afterwards 
and predicted he could never come right, and accused 
me of profiteering and wanted to take the horse, saying 
I should have destroyed him and that he would never 
be any good. I prevailed on him to leave him another 
week, at my expense which he did. I feared the tumour 
woula grow again, but fortunately it did not do so. 


This case made a rapid and uneventful recovery. The 
only trouble I had was to keep the food out of the 
wound by plugging the alveoli. I was able to do this 
by using dentist’s modelling composition—the only thing 
that would stay in the aveoli owing to the small surface 
left to hold the plug, but by flattening this above and 
below I got it to hold. The case came in on the eighth 
of October and before Christmas the resulting wound 
looked like a small tear from barbed wire, and the horse 
is as well as ever, breathing normally, and the alveoli 
closed up. 

This case is one of the plums of the profession, and 
although from a monetary point of view it may not pay, 
it is a very fine advertisement in the country. The sur- 
tures in the skin were difficult to keep in, and after the 
fourth day I abandoned them. The wound was simply 
syringed out twice daily with a mild antiseptic, changed 
frequently, saline solution, for a few days and carbolic 
for a few days at a time. I have an idea, whether right 
or wrong, that changing the dressing now and then on 
wounds is good practice. 

Cases V. and VI. are two cases of canker that are 
giving me a lot of trouble, and for the treatment of 
which I would be glad to take a hint, and profit by the 
experience of my friends. 

I have tried Davis’ canker cure, so well puffed up in 
the professional papers, chloride of copper, bichloride of 
mercury, creosote and every other agent I could think 
of, without much success. 

Case VII. is a curious cattle case. A Jersey cow, ten 
yews old, went down from no apparent cause and stayed 
down ; temperature and pulse were normal, and the case 
yielded to nerve stimulants and a purgative, and re¬ 
covered uneventfully. The cow was let out a week 
later, round a large yard, and went down again—and the 
result was the same. I diagnosed vegetable poisoning, 
but the only thing the cow could get round the yard was 
common ivy and the seed pods of the common ash. I 
am at a loss to account for the cause in this case, and 
examination of the lands revealed nothing deleterious. 
The cow was in calf, and not milking, being gone about 
seven months. 

I shall be glad to get some tips on this case and on 
the canker cases from the members present 

Discussion. 

Mr. Healy, I welcome Mr. Winter’s contribution. I 
can recall three cases of overlapping in the upper and 
lower molars, the result of which was that the subjects 
were reduced to mere skeletons. 

Mr. Howard, I am sure we are all very grateful to 
Mr. Winter for his interesting and instructive paper. It 
is not the first time he has stepped into the gap in an 
emergency * and we must all concede that the subject 
of dental affections has not had the attention it ought to 
get. I don’t think that there is any branch of the pro¬ 
fession so important as attention to the teeth, and lam 
sure that many a good horse is lost owing to want of 
attention to this important subject. From time to time 
wo meet cases where the molars are split by accident or 
other cause, and the only hope for those cases is to have 
them removed. Recently I had a peculiar case, and one 
that I think was unique. 

I was asked to look at a donkey’s teeth and I found 
some of them an inch-and-a-half longer than others. 
The unfortunate animal had been suffering from the 
affection for months, and was slowly starving to death. 
I extracted the offending members and the animal is now 
doing well. 

In extracting teeth, or dressing off corners I am satis¬ 
fied that it is not necessary to put the animals down, 
as there is a certain amount of nsk, when they are not 
chloroformed, of their swallowing the pieces. For chip¬ 
ping off teeth I find an ordinary sharp chisel effective, 
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Mr. Hogben, in acknowledging his election, said he 
did not feel competent for the office, bat he would do 
the best he could for the good of the Association during 
his term of office. He then assumed the chair. 

Vice-Presidents : Messrs. J. Crowhurst, P. Gregory, 
E. W. Morris^ and C. Crowhurst, together with Mr. 
Dixon, the retiring President. 

The Council was re-elected “ en bloc ” as follows 
Messrs. E. Ebbetts, T. Hibbard, J. B. Dier, G. W. Dun- 
kin, C. Crowhurst, F. C. Gillard, E. Morgan, and C. 
Roberts. 

By a recent rale of the Association all veterinary in¬ 
spectors who are members of the Association automati¬ 
cally become members of the Veterinary Inspectors 
Committee. 

Secretary and Treasurer. The President moved the 
re-election of Mr. Hugh P. Hogben, saying he had worked 
exceedingly well. Mr. Gillard seconded, and the propo¬ 
sition was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Hogben in reply said he would be pleased to do 
all he could for the Association. 

Auditors. Messrs. J. Crowhurst and F. C. Gillard 
were elected. 

The following new. members were elected : —Messrs. F. 
Crowhurst, Maidstone; H. C. Rockett, Tunbridge Wells; 
Prof. E. Brayley Reynolds. 

Resignations. The Secretary reported that Prof. Cave 
of Wye College, wrote resigning his membership of the 
Association, as ne had been appointed Assistant Princi¬ 
pal of the College and must devote his whole time to the 
work. A vote of congratulation was passed to Prof. Cave 
and he was asked to reconsider his decision and to con¬ 
tinue his membership. 

Mr. H. B. Eve, of Folkestone, had forwarded his re¬ 
signation owing to ill health, but it was decided to ask 
him to continne in membership. Mr. G. Fordham, Ash¬ 
ford ; Mr. T. A. Huband, Epsom, and Mr. D. Reid 
Chalmers, Tunbridge Wells, chiefly owing to advanced 
age or removal, had also resigned, and their resignations 
were accepted with regret. 

It was decided to communicate with several members 
whose subscriptions were in arrear. 

Subscription—a proposal. The Secretary introduced 
a proposal for veterinary inspectors this year to subscribe 
a guinea in place of the ordinary subscription of half-a- 
gumea, in view of what the Association had obtained 
For them in respect of increased fees. He stated that no 
one had benefitted more by the activity of the Associa¬ 
tion—recently and in the past, than the veterinary in¬ 
spectors. 

Mr. James Crowhurst opposed, and urged that it 
would be a bad precedent to part from the rules which 
fixed the subscription. 

Mr. Dixson thought the motion was out of order with¬ 
out notice having been given, and suggested it be put on 
the agenda for the next meeting. 

The Secretary said when the memorial which was 
presented to the County Council was being circulated he 
received an offer of a contribution towards the expenses 
incurred in connection with the matter, and it was that 
which induced him to bring the subject forward. It 
was a proposal for the good of the Association. He with¬ 
drew the motion. 

Finance. Mr. Hogben read the statement of accounts, 
which showed that the year opened with a balance in 
band of £7 13s. 5d. The expenses totalled £9 3s. lOd. 
and subscriptions received amounted to £14 8s. 6d., 
leaving a balance in hand of £12 18s. Id. 

PROPOSED UNION OF SOCIETIES. 

The President said they were asked to consider the 
suggested union of their Association with the Southern 
Counties and the Royal Counties Societies, and Mr. 


Livesey, President of the Southern Counties Society, 
would lay the proposals before them. 

Mr. Livesey, wno said he was very glad to come and 
explain the position, described how an informal discus¬ 
sion took place at the last meeting of the Southern Coun¬ 
ties Society, held in December, when the point was 
mooted whether it would be to the advantage of Societies 
in the south of England either to join forces or to hold 
joint meetings. No definite conclusion was decided 
upon, except that the Presidents and Secretaries of the 
South-Eastern Society and the Royal Counties Society 
be asked to kindly attend, if possible, the meeting of the 
Southern Counties Society to be held next March, when 
the matter might be thoroughly discussed and perhaps 
some agreement arrived at. At present there was no 
proposal—simply a suggestion to join forces. It was 
felt at this time that as so many Societies were getting 
on their legs again, now should be the time to act. It 
seemed to him .that if their Societies were to prosper as 
Societies, there would have to be reorganisation—par¬ 
ticularly in the provincial Societies. He did not speak 
of the Central Society, whose President, Mr. Buxton, 
was present, because tnat was a self-contained Society, 
and had a large number of Feilows all coming from a 
very central district, and to whom it was not a great 
deal of trouble to attend meetings, as they had easy ac¬ 
cess to London from the suburbs. He was speaking of 
provincial Sodetes, The Southern Counties Society had 
members from Wiltshire, Hampshire, Dorset, Surrey, 
Sussex and Kent, and it stood to reason that if meetings 
were arranged for east Sussex and Kent, say at Tun¬ 
bridge Wells, it was practically impossible for members 
from Wimborne, Bournemouth, Christchurch and Salis¬ 
bury to attend. In the same way, at a meeting at Salis¬ 
bury they might have five members, and the active mem¬ 
bers who came from Surrey. Sussex and the London 
district unable to attend. The Southern Society held 
three “ statutory ” meetings, and it stood to reason that 
only one district could be properly served once a year. 

It had always seemed to him that if a Society was go¬ 
ing to prosper the members must keep in touch. It was 
no use only meeting once a year. They did not see 
enough of each other to get friendly ana to know the 
work of each other’s practices and the needs of other 
districts. 

Joint Meetings. 

Looking through the rules of the Southern Counties, 
the Royal Counties, and the South-Eastern Societies, he 
found that the Southern had meetings in March, June 
and September, with, what had become an established 
custom—-an extra meeting in December with an annual 
dinner : the Royal Counties met in January, April, Ju¬ 
ly and November, and the South-Eastern in January, 
May and September. Taking a calendar and not alter¬ 
ing the date of any meetings more than ten days, they 
would have in January the Royal, in February the^South- 
Eastern (by putting on that meeting a few days); in 
March the annual meeting of the Southern Counties ; 
April the Royal; May the South-Eastern ; June the 
Southern ; July the Royal; August nil: September and 
October the South-Eastern and Southern Counties ; 
November the Royal, and Decomber the Southern. So 
that by taking the three Societies together there would 
be a meeting for every month in the year except August, 
which was the holiday month. It appeared to him that 
it might be arranged for each Society to hold its annual 
meeting and conduct its own business during the first 
three months of the year; but it would be a good thing 
if the Societies joined forces in June { say under the aus¬ 
pices of the Southern Counties; a joint meeting in July 
under the auspices of the Royal Counties, say in the 
Thames Valley or near London; and in September, a 
joint meeting somewhere in Kent under the auspices of 



380 


THE VETERINARY RECORD February] 7, 1920 


their own South-Eastern Society. That would mean 
bringing large numbers of practitioners in close touch 
for three months in the middle of the year where they 
would be able to interchange views and keep in touch. 
In December it would be very nice if the three Societies 
again joined forces, and held a meeting during Cattle 
Show week in London, to be followed by an annual din 
ner. 

Not Amalgamation. 

With regard to the constitution of joint meetings, the 
first thing to keep in mind was that each Society should 
emphatically preserve its own identity and organisation. 
Each Society had been running many years, and it would 
be a great pity if they lost their own identity, and the 
good work done by their predecessors in office was lost. 
Each organisation had been run to suit the needs of its 
own district. If they merged into one Society he did 
not think they would do as much good as if they kept 
alive in their own districts. 

He suggested that the three Societies form from among 
their members, a Joint Council to help to arrange the 
meetings and deal with all important matters applyfng 
to veterinary surgeons in the south. He did not wish 
to usurp the functions of the National. There was a 
Southern Branch of the National, of which he did not 
believe a single meeting had been held (laughter). But 
cases did occur, which were dealt with by officers of the 
local societies—and dealt with very ably ; but if a case 
having an important effect on the interests of veterinary 
surgeons, Bay, in Kent, came much to the fore, he thought 
that their South-Eastern Society, if backed by the other 
societies in the south, and a ioint note sent, say, to the 
local authority giving trouble it would carry more weight, 
and the local authority would see it was not dealing 
with just a small body of men in one district, but was 
up against the unanimous opinion of veterinary surgeons 
in the south. These matters could be dealt with better 
by the local societies than by the National. Until the 
National became a working concern its machinery was 
not sufficiently in order to tackle those subjects. It was 
not yet truly representative. 

Another suggestion was that meetings of each society 
should be open to members of other societies, but no 
visiting members should vote on any question concerning 
the affairs of the home society. Further, that every 
veterinary surgeon who was a member of a local society 
should ipso factOy be a member of the National. He 
thought they would agree that there was a certain 
amount of apathy among veterinary surgeons with re¬ 
gard to their Societies—there was difficulty in getting 
members to attend meetings and to pay subscriptions. 
If they were to overcome the apathy of the general prac¬ 
titioner they must not blame him, because a practitioner 
did not live for the benefit of the society but the society 
existed far the benefit of the practitioner . If the society 
was not made really attractive and useful, could they 
hope to get numbers 1 To only hold three meetings a 
year was not doing enough to attract new members. It 
should be brought home to every member of the vet¬ 
erinary profession that it is essential to his very exist- 
tence and suecesB as a veterinary surgeon that he should 
join a society in his own locality. To make a society 
they must provide members with entertaining meetings, 
ana members would come with the idea of getting infor¬ 
mation, renewing friendships, and having a pleasant 
time. 

Membership or the National. 

It must be borne in upon every new member that 
membership of his local society would make him a 
member of the National; because the National was 
going to be a really big thing. The Council of the 
National was working hard to reorganise it and make it 


a live society and a benefit to the profession. It could 
not be of proper benefit without a huge membership, 
which meant it must have the large majority of the pro¬ 
fession as members. He believed the National would 
become the counterpart of the British Medical Associa¬ 
tion in medical practice, and a great power in the land. 
This could only be effected by the local societies ex¬ 
pressing their views and grievances to the National. 
But the National would only be a great power by the 
support of the local societies, and members would only 
be induced to join the local societies when they were 
made attractive and useful; and the suggestions he had 
made, Mr. Livesey said, were with the idea of making 
the societies a little bit more attractive. 

Another suggestion he made was that each member 
of a society might appeal to the Joint Council of the 
three societies for protection of his interests, when a 
member had suffered injustice at the hands of a public 
body or private individual. Again, members ot each 
society might pledge themselves to interest themselves 
in the welfare of those, who through no fault of their 
own, had fallen on hard times and were in need of help 
and friendship. He wanted to see the three societies 
joined in an effort to raise the status of the veterinary 
surgeon and obtain for him better terms for public ap¬ 
pointments and a better scale of fees in private practice. 
There was no reason why anyone should undercut. 

As a last suggestion he pointed out that it might be 
necessary to appoint a Joint Committee to watch the 
interests of veterinary inspectors. It seemed to him 
that veterinary inspectors were very much alive, and 
seemed to get things done that private practitioners 
could not get done, and under the auspices of the three 
societies theylmight get together and strengthen their 
hands. Mr. Livesey concluded by saying he hoped the 
President and Secretary would attend the meeting of 
the Southern Society in March, and anyone who could 
give, not destructive, but constructive criticism would 
be welcome (applause). 

The meeting decided to ask the President and Secre¬ 
tary to attend the meeting of the Southern Counties 
Society in March. 

Mr. Buxton, of the Central Society, at the invitation 
of the President, added a few remarks, Baying the object 
would be to try to infuse a certain degree of unity into 
the veterinary profession. Their present position was 
due solely to the apathy of the individual members of 
the profession. He had just come back from the North 
of Scotland, and he was struck by the difference in the 
attitude of the public to the veterinary profession there 
to the attitude down here. There was a vast difference, 
and he would give anything to see the men in the South 
respected and treated as were those men in the wilds of 
Scotland. The question of linking up the societies 
required careful consideration and forethought 

Mr. Percy Qregory said the subject was of such 
importance that he would like to see it printed and dis¬ 
tributed for perusal before the discussion at the next 
meeting. 

Mr. Livesey said he should like an expression of 
opinion on the scheme—as to whether the subject would 
be considered, or the matter dropped. He would like to 
be able to tell his society that the subject was favour¬ 
ably received. 

Mr. Gillard said he thought everybody would be in 
entire sympathy with the sentiments of Mr. Livesey. 
and agreed that the greatest difficulty in the past had 
been the apathy of certain members. He did not wish 
to throw cold water on the scheme, but it seemed to 
him that to extend the geographical area would mean 
that the difficulties of attending meetings would be in¬ 
creased, and the meetings would be no better in numerical 
strength than the individual societies. For union they 
must have the lot. There might be great unanimity 
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and determination on the part of two-thirds who were 
in the society, but until every veterinary surgeon was 
included they would be at a disadvantage in fighting 
any particular question. 

Mr. Livesey said that his idea was in the summer to 
have a picnic and perhaps arrange for a big surgical de¬ 
monstration. If tney asked an eminent practitioner to 
give a demonstration on some particular surgical method 
it was only fair that he should have a good audience. 
Therefore, if in the summer big joint meetings were 
arranged the extended area would be a benefit rather 
than a hindrance. 

Mr. Gillabd replied that the same advantage could 
be obtained by an invitation by one society to the mem¬ 
bers of the other societies without any linking up of 
societies. In dealing with such a problem as the Veter¬ 
inary Inspectors* fees which they were now contesting 
with the Kent County Council, the opinion of other 
counties would be of no advantage at all. 

The Secretary said there was no doubt they were in 
favour of the principles of Mr. Livesey’s proposal, and 
Mr. Jas. Crownurst said he was strongly in favour of the 
proposal. 

A resolution was passed assuring Mr.Livesey that the 
South-Eastern Society would entertain his suggestions 
and further discuss them at the next meeting. 

The President moved a hearty vote of thanks to the 
retiring President. Mr. Dixson had done all he could to 
further the interests of the profession and the Associa¬ 
tion. (The motion was carried with applause). 

Mr. Dixson, in reply, said the work had been a labour 
of love, and he had teen ably supported by the Secretary 
and many members. 

Mr. Liyesey intimated they would be pleased to see 
as many others as could attend. 

Cases and Specimens. 

The President reported a case of injury to a horse’s 
head through animal bolting in a heavy cart, and collid¬ 
ing with a gate post. The skin was completely severed 
across the head at the junction of the parietal and fron¬ 
tal bones, extending from eye to eye, with fracture of 
the zygomatic arch over near eye, the face was scalped 
down to the inferior portion of the nasal bones. The 
wound necessitated the insertion of about twenty-five 
sutures, but the healing process was so satisfactory that 
the animal was at work in six weeks. 

Subsequently a slight swelling arose and he bad to re¬ 
move a flat portion of bone about 3 in. in diameter, 
attached to which was about 2 in. of the zygomatic pro¬ 
cess. The case progressed satisfactorily. 

Another somewhat unusual case, given by the Presi¬ 
dent, was that of a milch cow, found dead in the marsh. 
As external examination gave rise to no suspicion of 
anthrax it was decided a post-mortem should be made. 

A small wound was observed between the last two 
ribs, from which a little frothy mucus oozed, and attri¬ 
buted probably to barbed wire or goring by another 
animal. Abdominal viscera were healthy. On exami¬ 
nation of thorax a large clot of blood about the size of 
an ordinary 2lb. loaf was found close to the heart, which 
on being broken down disclosed a service bullet. Fur¬ 
ther examination showed that the bullet had entered by 
the wound at the side, passed through the abdomen 
puncturing rumen and diaphragm, and had been finally 
arrested in the region of toe aorta. Notice was given 
to the police but it never developed whether the animal 
was accidentally shot or with malicious intent. 

Mr. Gillard gave a abort chat on some microscopic 
specimens, which he promised to elaborate at next 
meeting. 

It was decided to hold the next meeting at Ashford on 
the third Thursday in May. 


Annual Dinner. 

The annual dinner followed, the President being in 
the chair, and after the meal proposed the loyal toast. 

Mr. Buxton gave the toast of the “South-Eastern 
Veterinary Association ” remarking that it was an unex¬ 
pected but pleasant task. He was glad the Association 
had been revived, and offered his congratulations on the 
progress made. He had heard with gratification of the 
work it had done on behalf of practitioners in the county 
of Kent. It had always been very fortunate in its offi¬ 
cers, and he wished the Association continued prosperity. 
(Applause). 

Mr. Dixson. in reply, informed the members that he 
had discovered that the newly-elected Presiddnt was a 
“jibber” (laughter), as he had requested him to respond 
to the toast of the Association, which should have been 
coupled with the name of the President. On behalf of 
the Association he thanked Mr. Buxton for the appreci¬ 
ative manner in which he had proposed the toast, and 
said he hoped they would continue to prosper. He would 
support the President by every means in his power. 
Mr. Dixson then proposed the toast of “ The Visitors,” 
coupling therewith the name of Mr. Livesey. 

Mr. Livesey, acknowledging the toast, said the visitors 
regarded it as a great honour to be invited to the meeting 
and were grateful for the hospitality extended by the 
South-Eastern Association. It was always pleasant to 
visit other Societies to see how they carried on their af¬ 
fairs,, and he hoped as a result of the suggestions he had 
made earlier in the afternoon they would see more of 
each other in the future. (Hear, hear). 

The guests and several others then had to leave, and 
the rest of the evening was spent in social intercourse 
by members of the Association. 

Hugh P. Hogben, Hon. Sec. 


MILK SUPPLY. 

By Capt. T. A. McOuntook, m.r.c.v.8., Letterkenny. 

Lecture at Health and Child Welfare Exhibition, 
Guildhall, Londonderry, on Thursday, January 22nd. 

When I received the very kind invitation to present to 
you the subject of Milk and Milk Supplies, I had con¬ 
siderable anxiety as to whether it would be advisable to 
accept, because of my recent veterinary practice around 
Londonderry, which ended when I went abroad for war 
duties, and you might naturally expect that my experi¬ 
ence would urge me to consider especially the milk sup¬ 
plies of this locality. But my great interest in the sub¬ 
ject from a Public Health point of view urges me to de¬ 
vote myself on this occasion to a brief general survey of 
the subject; so as to place before you, as simply as I can, 
a rather complex subject. Milk, and its supplies can 
easily be considered as a subject for a long scientific ad¬ 
dress, but I hope you will bear with me and pardon any 
deficiencies I may Bbow in addressing you. 

We are veil acquainted with the great antiquity of 
the ude of milk as a human food, and in one of our most 
ancient books, we have refereuce to the “ land which 
flowed with milk and honey,” but in this connection I 
must remind you, that the mountainous nature of Pales¬ 
tine seems ill adapted for the pasturage of cows, and the 
milk with which it “ flowed ” mest have been chiefly the 
product of goats. These animals are frequently men¬ 
tioned in the Hebrew scriptures—cows but seldom, and 
then mainly in connexion with the plains of surrounding 
countries. Butter of kine, from its peculiar designation 
would seem to have been a luxury, while the undulating 
downs would produce goats in abundance. 

Whilst I am on this aspect of our subject, I may in 
I passing, draw your attention to the fact that in those 
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ancient days the Hebrews were ignorant of the art of 
churning, but they made a kind of clotted cream by 
subjecting new milk—and I lay emphasis on the word 
new— to fermentation. This process imparted to the 

{ »roduct a pleasant acid flavour, somewhat resembling 
emon cream. Now, churned milk is used by native 
Syrians ; but this clotted cream continues to be generally 
consumed as one of the most refreshing necessaries of 
daily life. 

This product was doubtless the “ butter in a lordly 
dish ” which Jael brought to Sisera/when she had opened 
a bottle of milk to refresh Sisera, just before she caused 
his death by driving a nail through his temples, fasten¬ 
ing him to the ground whilst he was asleep. n 
We have no evidence to show that either the milk 
products have varied since those days or that the ani¬ 
mal sources have been much altered ; but we have much 
evidence that the scientific investigation of the products 
has led us higher in the economic scale; and investiga¬ 
tions even into the cause or origin of terms associated 
with the products have proved of immense value to man¬ 
kind. You will note that I laid special emphasis on the 
word new, when applied to milk, prior to the fermentation 
process. This shows that if the milk were not new the 
process of fermentation would not be effective for the 
purpose desired. 

Tnis word new does not of necessity imply pure or 
clean milk, as it may easily be injurious at its origin ; 
and, it just happens that quite recently, I was reading a 
reference to Major Waldorf Astor, m.p., who was Parlia¬ 
mentary Secretary to the English Local Government 
Board, himself a farmer. As such, he knows that pure 
milk can be purveyed, and he has in recent utterances 
expressed * he intention of applying his influence to pro¬ 
tect the consumer, reward the good dairyman, educate 
the public, and improve the whole milk supply. He says, 
“The country needs an abundant supply of clean.cheap 
milk for its children. It should be clean and sound, be¬ 
cause the tender digestive organs of children are often 
upset by milk which is on the nigh road to souring ; or 
which contains millions of living organisms. No one 
would willingly give an adult meat which was going bad. 
Why, then t should we allow children to get milk 
which is going bad 1 Would an adult like to drink a 
glass of water, into which bits of manure had fallen ? If 
milk were not an opaque liquid we should in many cases 
hesitate before giving it to young children. Dirty and 
stale milk, particularly in hot weather, is responsible for 
much infant ailing, and even mortality.” 

A report states that 20% of the milk supplied to a 
group of schools for mothers, was found to be {tubercu¬ 
lous, which from a veterinary point of view shows, that 
the cows from which this milk is derived are the most 
likely source of this contamination. 

I am personally, very well acquainted with the fact 
that many farmers who own cows from which our milk 
supplies are derived are ignorant of the fact that any of 
their cows suffer from tuberculosis. But, in no single 
instance with which I am aquainted around this, neigh¬ 
bourhood has any farmer retained a cow, as a source of 
milk supply, after he was informed of the fact of its dis¬ 
ease—he invariably turned the cow away from his milk 
byres. 

We are fortunate in having in the United Kingdom 
ample powers conferred upon us to safeguard the Public 
Health interests of the community; and every Local 
Authority which has the life interests of its comuiunity 
at heart takes advantage of these powers. 

In the London Act there is provision to enable any 
dishonest wholesale supplier to oe got at, and the inno¬ 
cent retailer to be let off, if he can prove honesty "of in¬ 
tention. 

Persons vending unwholesome food can be put in gaol, 
and a milkman was recently sentenced to six months im- 
drisonment for having dirty milk in his possession for 


sale. The onus of proving that the article was not in¬ 
tended for human consumption rests on the defen¬ 
dant. 

Milk supplies can be regulated by the Local Govern¬ 
ment Board, under its Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops 
Orders, and these Orders throw on Local Authorities 
the duty of supervising the milk trade in their districts, 
and of carrying out certain general regulations prescribed 
by the Orders. These cover registration ; inspection of 
cattle; general sanitation of premises, milk vessels, 
etc., as well as the guarding of milk against infection. 

These powers are absolutely necessary when we re¬ 
member thats cows milk is of the very greatest impor¬ 
tance as an article of diet. No other animal product is 
consumed raw to anything like the same extent—hence 
no animal product is more capable of carrying disease. 

As milk forms almost the entire nutriment of many 
infants and invalids, it should be fresh, of full strength 
when supplied to the consumer, and it should be free 
from bU injurious chemicals. 

It is an excellent medium for carrying well known 
disease germs—hence, it should be most carefully pro¬ 
tected from their entry. The dishonest or wilfully dirty 
milkman should therefore receive no mercy from Local 
Authorities, for he is not only a robber, but a potential 
murderer. Even if only 10% of dairyman are dirty, they 
can do a great deal of damage, especially to infants ana 
invalids on milk diet. 

I could quote many examples, which would arouse in 
you, not only a feeling of anger—but a feeling of dread, 
where disease is concerned, and, you will feel happy in 
the thought that you are under the protection of a loyal 
band of municipal officials—who have the safeguarding 
of your interests at stake, especially in the persons of 
the two with whom I have had most professional inter¬ 
ests—your zealous executive sanitary officer, Mr. Flet¬ 
cher, and your energetic veterinary inspector, a man of 
wide experience, Mr. Howatt 

The most likely diseases to be conveyed by milk are 
Tuberculosis (especially to children), Typhoid Fever, 
Scarlet Fever, Epidemic and Infantile Diarrhoea, Diph¬ 
theria, and Cholera. It does not lie in the sphere of my 
duties, to give more than a cursory glance at the means 
of disease propagation, but, as a veterinary surgeon I 
think it advisable to show how the line of demarcation 
between the veterinary surgeon and the Medical Officer 
of Health must be a broad, ill-defined and irregular 
area, rather than a definite line. 

A Medical Officer of Health can detect an unwhole¬ 
some milk, but he is frequently at a loss to know if the 
scource be the diseased cow, or, in the milk as it is 
passed from cow to consumer. 

Typhoid fever has in some hundreds of cases been 
tracea to the milk supply, and it has frequently been 
found that the water supply has been infected, and 
hence milking vessels became the medium of transfer 
for this dangerous disease; but, in all cases infection 
must first arrive on the scene from an infected person, 
who may be ignorant of their own disease : (known in 
the medical world as a “ carrier ” case). Though the 
person is apparently in perfect health, that person is 
disseminating virulent organisms of disease. 

One of the classical cases of scarlet fever infection 
conveyed by milk is recorded as having taken place in 
London. No source of infection could be traced for a 
considerable time, but it was finally hit on by a circuit¬ 
ous method that, a person affected by scarlet fever had 
been milking in a cow shed, and the disease was carried 
well over one hundred miles by the dairy products. 

Where we consider the health of a community we 
must note that municipal sympathy for the filthy wayB 
of the “ poor man who sells a little milk ” is quite un¬ 
justifiable, and “letting him down easy” may mean 
death and disease for his customers. 
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It ib rather interesting to mention to you, that a 
veterinary officer, in looking after your interests, is 
vested with the powers of a sanitary inspector, and the 
Local Government Board for Ireland safeguards your 
health where there may be laxity of control in any area. 

You may note that in the L.G.B, General Order:— 
“ The Sanitary Authority may, ana when directed by 
Us shall, appoint a person registered under Veterinary 
Surgeons Act to be Sanitary Officer for the district, 
under the title of Veterinary Inspector.” In the same 
order precise instructions are given to the Veterinary 
Inspector as to his duties. 

I think that you are to be congratulated on the zeal 
and devotion of the two officials I have already men¬ 
tioned, but more especially on the policy of progress 
they have invariably carried out 

I know of no instance of any form of wilful dishonesty 
around here, and I think it would not be beyond my 
sphere, as I have for so long resided in this neighbour¬ 
hood, if I say that I, at all times, found milk producers, 
and farmers, not only willing, but rather anxious to 
carry out any improvements I might suggest; and they 
must know from experience, that only healthy cows can 
produce healthy milk. Lack of cleanliness is inimical 
to their persoaal interests ; and milk adulteration is not 
only risky, but dangerous. Finally I must congratulate 
you on the good, all round quality of your city milk 
supplies: and hope the standard of excellence will 
never fall from its nigh position in this City of London¬ 
derry, 

The hearty thanks of the audience were accorded to 
the lecturers, on the motion of Mr. J. H. M‘Crea, 
M.B.c.v.8., seconded by Mr. J. G. M. Harvey. 


NATIONAL 

ASSOCIATION OF VETERINARY INSPECTORS 
To the Editor of “The Veterinary Records 

Sir,—Some time ago you were good enough to publish 
a letter from me in which I made a suggestion that 
Veterinary Inspectors in each County should meet to¬ 
gether with a view to the adoption by them of the scale 
of amended fees which has the official sanction of the 
N.A. V.I., and which was published in pour issue of May 
31st, 1919. I also asked to be informed as to acceptance, 
alteration, or refusal on the part of any County Author¬ 
ity which may have been approached in the matter. 
Having only received one or two replies to this request. 
I am almost entirely in the dark as to what success, if 
any, has attended the efforts of those inspectors who may 
have applied for increased fees. 

May I make another appeal through your columns, 
that any veterinary inspectors who have applied to their 
respective County Authorities for an increase of fees, on 
the scale suggested by the N.A.V.I., and who have had 
their applications granted, altered, or refused, will be so 
good as to send this information to me. 

It is obvious that the Council of the N.A.V.I., are 
powerless to give further help or advice unless or until 
they are in possession of information as to what success 
or otherwise has been, so far, obtained. Thanking you 
in anticipation—Your obedient servant, 

Trevok F. Spencer, Hon. Sec., N.A.V.I. 
Kettering, Jan. 29th, 1920. 


GLANDERS AND MANGE. 

Dear Sir.—In respect to the “Complaint against 
R.V. College, Dublin ” which you take from The Irish 
Independent in your last issue, I beg to point out that 
the Dublin County Council and their Veterinary Inspec¬ 


tor are in error, and not the Veterinary College. Veteri¬ 
nary Colleges affiliated with the Royal College of Veteri¬ 
nary Surgeons are exempt from the Glanders and Para¬ 
sitic Mange Orders; therefore the action pf the veteri¬ 
nary inspector was ultra vires, —Yours faithfully, ^ 


.. BEWARE OF IMITATORS. 

Dear Sir,—The attention of our client, Mr. T. H. Bil- 
lington, ba§ been drawn to your articles under this head¬ 
ing in The Veterinary Record for January 24th. 

It is corrsct that our client, at the request of a friend 
and client of his, consented to act as a trustee in connec¬ 
tion with Mr. A. D. Cooper’s bond dividing scheme. He, 
however, understood that his acceptance of a trusteeship 
merely meant that the bonds were deposited in the names 
of himself and the other trustees at a bank. 

Our client was to receive no remuneration and no 
participation in the profits. 

Upon his attention being called to the article in the 
Financial News our client, who has had no experience 
in financial matters, at once resigned his position of 
trustee. 

We feel quite sure that, in fairness to our client, you 
will accord in your journal the same publicity to this 
letter that you gaue to the above-named article.-Yours 
faithfully, , 

Percy Robinson and Co. 

15, Great Marlborough St., W. 1. 

4th February, 1920. 


PRACTICES FOR SALE. 

Sir^—In the advertisement columns of The Veterinary 
Record it is not uncommon to see practices for sale re¬ 
turning from £300 to £509 per annum. There was a 
typical one in that of January 3lBt returning £350-£400 
twenty miles from London, opposition slight, etc. Op¬ 
position slight! Does that mean that the income of the 
opposition is less than £350 ? If that is so one wonders 
how the principal of the princely £350- £400 practice— 
or his opponent, exists, or what sort of a neighbourhood 
they live in. 

To go into figures, I happen to know something of the 
practice twenty miles from London. There is a rent of 
£100 for house and yard, which with taxes would come 
to £120 or £130—a fair slice off £350 ! Then a veteri¬ 
nary surgeon must have the means of locomotion. Add 
that to £130, together with salary of man in yard, and 
what is left to keep body and soul together 1 A £500 a 
year practice before the war might suffice to keep a home, 
but now it is beside the question, and in my opinion a 
practice that does not return in these times £1000 a year 
is hardly worth looking at. 

A remarkable fact has come to my knowledge lately, 
and this is that young members of the profession launch¬ 
ing out much prefer giking £500 for, say, a £300 or £400 
practice (which is starvation) to putting the same sum 
into a really good concern as partner, to get, say, a third 
of the takings for a few years, where they could steam 
straight ahead. No accounting for tastes !—Yours, etc., 

M.R.C.V.S. 


At a council meeting of the Clydesdale Horse Society 
held in Glasgow on Wednesday 29th ult., Mr. James 
Taylor, m.r.c.v.s., Edinburgh, was appointed the Soc¬ 
iety’s veterinary inspector for the Glasgow Stallion Show, 
and he and Mr. William Brown, m.r.c.v.s., Aberdeen, 
were appointed inspectors for the Cawdor Cup female 
competition at the Highland and Agricultural Society’s 
Show at Aberdeen. 
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ARMY BOARDED-OUT HORSES. 

With reference to the discussion, at the last Council 
meeting, of my letter to the Secretary of the R.C.V.S ., 1 
on the above subject^ please allow me]to state through 
your columns, that since I wrote that letter, a great deal 
has been done to rectify my case. I can quite appreci¬ 
ate the difficulties the Director General A.V.S. will have 
to contend with, when conditions are such as he des¬ 
cribes. 

I am not aware however, that I gave my permanent 
address as Hamilton. My permanent address as a vet¬ 
erinary surgeon, is Blackburn, as it appears in the Regi¬ 
ster of the R.O.V.S.—Yours truly, 

Blackburn, J. F. Rankin, m.r-c.v.s. 

4th Jan. 


OBITUARY. 

Fredk. Owen Maynard, m.r.c.v.s., Andover, Capt. 
R.A.V.C. Graduated Lond : Dec. 1909. 

Died in hospital at Kantara, Jan. 12th. 


Capt. Maynard served in France from the commence¬ 
ment of the war, and in March 1917 was sent to Egypt 
and Palestine, where he served with the Indian Cavalry 
under General Allenby. 

At the close of hostilities he volunteered for further 
12 months and was journeying to Kantara prior to his 
departure for England, when ne was stricken with pneu¬ 
monia and pleurisy, and passed away at the 24th Station¬ 
ary Hospital, Kantara, on Jan. 12th, 1920. 

The practice of Messrs. Maynard and Son had been 
carried on in Andover for over 20 years, and was sus¬ 
pended in 1917 owing to his absence on Active Service. 

R. S. Collihole, m.r c.v.s., Bishop Auckland, Durham. 

Lond: Dec. 1897. 

Mr. Collihole’s death occurred on January 24th, sud¬ 
denly. 

Peter J. Maher, High St, Trim, Co. Meath. 

Lond : 13th Dec., 1899. 

Died 13th January, 1920. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Period. 

Rabies. 
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In • 

I III 

Q 0<\ 

j Anthrax 

Foot- 

and-Mouth 
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Parasitic 
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Sheep 

Scab. 

w 

Bwine Fever. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(«) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(b) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

<«) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(*) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

<«) 

Slaugh¬ 
tered. * 

. 

Gt. BRITAIN. 

Week ended Jan. 31 

/ i gig 

Corresponding 1 . Q . 

week in \ }»{« 



8 

8 

(j 

253 



189 

360 

33 

38 

14 

1 
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5 

12 

6 

10 

12 


165 

1 1 

1 

152 

151 

106 

331 

290 

218 

20 

19 

33 

17 

13 

34 

4 

3 

9 

Total for 5 weeks, 1920 

/ 1919 

Corresponding 1 191g 

period in | m7 

l 2 

1 

43 

48 

21 

1277 

3 

6 

837 

1582 

144 

223 

82 

15 

* 

23 

S5 

68 

24 

44 

72 

12 

744 

* 

4 

3 

4 

868 

762 

439 

1885 

1537 

926 

103 

113 

174 

89 

84 

193 

34 

27 

72 


(a Confirmed, (b) Reported by Local Authorities. f Counties affected, animals attaoked :• 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Feb. 3, 1920 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
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IRELAND. Week ended Jan. 24. 
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15 
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3 

13 


18 

Total for 4 weeks, 1919 
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17 

36 


2 
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9 

57 

5 

13 

Corresponding period in -[ 1918 ... 
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... 

... 

... 

... 


14 

50 

1 

l 

( 1917 ... 

1 

... 1 

... 

... 

... 


5 

67 

12 

6 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland. (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Jan. 26, 1920. 


Ireland:- 

Week ended Jan. 31 

Corresponding ) I?)? *“ 

Weeki ° i 1917 ::: 

s 

B 

m 

B 

B 

2 

Outbreaks 

4 

15 

1 

2 

1 

1 

i 

H 

B 

m 


14 

8 

10 

4 

24 

Total for 5 weeks, 1921 

Corresponding ( 

period in | 

3 

1919 ... 

1918 ... 

1917 ... 

s 

B 

9 

■ 

B 

2 

B 

51 

1 

4 

B 

i 

i 

m 

B 

H 


71 

58 

77 

5 

1 

16 

13 

1 

90 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Feb. 2, 1920 
Note. —The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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Joint Meetings. 

We print this week the report of meeting of the 
third Society concerned in the suggestion of joint 
meetings in the South of England. With the leaders 
of the present movement in The National Associa¬ 
tion, Mr. Livesey has grasped the truth that the life 
of the Association is at the periphery, in the local 
societies — the fighting line ; and that the prime ne¬ 
cessity of unity of thought and action can be at¬ 
tained only by a linking up of these forces. The 
scheme outlined by Mr. Livesey aims first at greater 
continuity of interest—between the three societies 
there would be practically a meeting every month, 
Those members who recognise the desirability of 
greater solidarity in the profession may thus contri¬ 
bute by their presence, and may have greater op¬ 
portunity of inducing other men to join. There are 
other considerations involved—professional, social, 
political, benevolent—all tending to a closer bond¬ 
ing of the members, and all based on a better ac¬ 
quaintance with fellow members. It is quite clear 
that the individuality of each sooiety is to be main¬ 
tained for local purposes, but with the aid of the 
neighbouring societies for joint action when re¬ 
quired and without the necessity of waiting three or 
more months for “our next meeting,” by which 
time the opportunity may be past, or the interest 
grown cola. 

The Pbophylaxis of Joint-Ill, 

Mr. Scott’s article last week brings this question 
a little further forward, but not much. It added a 
little more evidence to that already collected ; but 
much more is required before we can arrive at any 
certain conclusions. It is generally agreed that 
the treatment of joint-ill, once the disease is estab¬ 
lished, is extremely unsatisfactory, and that it will 
probably remain so is only to be expeoted from the 
nature of the affection. Prophylaxy is a very dif¬ 
ferent and much more hopeful affair; but here a 
great deal of work must be done and reported before 
we can assess the value of any given method. Mr. 
Soott is following the right ‘lines—collecting, com¬ 
paring, and publishing his own results and those of 
the few other clinicians who will give him theirs. 
He needs and deserves more help in the latter di¬ 
rection than he has so far reoeived. The experience 
of a few men, in such a question as this, is not 
much to go upon ; what we want is the experience 
of many, repeated through a series of years. There 
are probably not a few practitioners who could add 
to the statistics at once if they chose; and there 
are certainly many more who oould soon place 
themselves in a position to do so, and thus render 
valuable service in connection with a disease whioh 
is alike one of the most serious and most baffling 
met in country practice. 


THE CURE OF 

BOVINE RINGWORM AFFECTING MAN 

By Henry Taylor, f.r.o.v.s., Haywards Heath. 

Whilst castrating some calves recently, I was 
unfortunate enough to oontraot ringworm, with 
which they were affected, and it proved rather 
difficult to cure. 

The calves were handled by me as little as possi¬ 
ble and after the operation the hands and arms were 
well washed in lysol solution. About a week later 
a red spot was noticed on the skin about one inch 
below the olecranon process, i.e. the elbow region, 
which had apparently not been in contact with the 
calves. The spot was painted two or three times 
with tincture of iodine, but as in a day or two’s 
time it had increased to the size of a shilling, a 
solution of lysol about three p/o was tried. Still 
the ringworm went on spreading, and it continued 
to do so after the inunction of ungt. hydrarg. binio- 
dide 1:16. 

The ringworm had by this time attained the size 
of a two shilling pieoe, and two other smaller ones 
appeared a short distance away; consequently it 
was about time some drastio measures were employ¬ 
ed. I next tried painting the periphery 01 the 
ringworm with Liq. Acid. Carbol. P.B. which 
effectually killed tbe parasite. The skin when paint¬ 
ed immediately turned white, and a burning sensa¬ 
tion was felt for several hours. 

I have seen several oases of bovine ringworm 
transferred to human beings; sometimes it is cured 
quite easily, but frequently that is not the case. 
Painting with Liq. Acid. Carbol P.B. seems to 
be an excellent method of destroying the fungus— 
drastic, hut very efficient. Two stockmen who 
got infected from other sources about the same 
time were under medioal treatment for a protracted 
period. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 

Infection in Swine Fever. 

Dorset and his collaborators have attempted to 
establish when, and in what measure, the various 
discharges of pigs infected with hog cholera are 
infective. Their results are as follows :— 

The secretions of the eyes and nose, the blood, 
the urine, and the fseces of pigs infected with hog 
cholera are infective. Ooular and nasal secretions 
and suspensions of fraoes are infective at the third 
dav, urine at the fourth or fifth day, and blood is 
infective from the first day of the imeotion. Becre- 
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tions and excrements, kept at a temperature of 
50° F to 65° F for twenty-four hours, remain in¬ 
fective if scattered in the styes or ingested. Kept 
at the same temperature for forty-eight hours, the 
urine and fsBoes remain infective, but the ocular 
and nasal secretions no longer are so. Finally, it 
should be noted that ocular and nasal secretions 
may be infective before there is a visible elimina¬ 
tion from the eyes and nose. 

Susceptible pigs were made to live with pigs in¬ 
fected with oholera for periods of forty-eight hours 
from the first, third, fifth, seventh, ninth, and 
eleventh day after infection. All contracted the 
disease, with the exception of those exposed in the 
first forty-eight hours. So also did pigs placed to 
live with infected ones seventeen and twenty-ohe 
days after infection. Therefore pigs infected with 
cholera may transmit the disease by contaot in all 
its stages, even in the period of incubation, before 
the appearance of visible symptoms and before the 
animal can be recognised as ill. 

Susceptible pigs were placed in styes oocupied by 
pigs which had suffered from typical attacks of 
cholera, but had recovered from them. Other sus¬ 
ceptible pigs were inoculated with the blood of 
recovered pigs. Four recovered pigs were thus 
tested to determine whether they contained the 
virus of cholera in their organisms, and could act as 
propagators of the disease. None of the pigs made 
to live with these recovered pigs or inoculated with 
their blood sickened of cholera. The results of this 
experiment are contrary to those obtained by the 
Engish Commission. r 

Susceptible pigs were exposed for long periods 
of time in contact with pigeons which passed daily 
from a severely infected herd kept in a piggery only 
three metres distant from the one containing the 
susceptible pigs. This test was very severe; for 
the pigeons were given every chance of transmitting 
infection through this very short distance. Not¬ 
withstanding this, none of the exposed pigs sick¬ 
ened. All of them were then proved to be sus¬ 
ceptible to infection, either by inoculations of virus, 
or direct co-habitation with diseased pigs, or resi¬ 
dence in an infected stye. These experiments 
lasted through the whole autumn and part of the 
winter. While the possibility that pigeons may 
propagate hog cholera cannot be absolutely excluded, 
it appears that this does not happen often. 

Mice were fed with flesh of pigs dead of cholera 
for periods of from five to twenty-one days. The 
mice were then killed ; and their entire bodies were 
cut up, mixed with bran, and administered to sus¬ 
ceptible pigs. None of these contracted cholera. 


NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

Dear Sir,—Would you kindly intimate in the columns 
of your paper that the date of the National Meeting has 
been fixed for July 28th, 29th and 30tb, and that the 
Meeting will be held in Edinburgh. 

Yours faithfully, Robert Geo. Linton. 
Royal (Dick) Vet. Coll: Hon Sec., 

Bdin. Feb. 8th, 1920. Provisional Committee. 


THE 

DERBYSHIRE VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


A meeting was held on Tuesday, January 13th at the 
St. James’ Hotel, Derby, under the presidency of Mr. G. 
Howe, other members present being Messrs. F. Prince, 
A. Levie, E. Marrison, C. Barnes, A. Carter, Capt. New¬ 
ton, T. H. L. Duckworth, H. Fairer, White, King, R. M. 
Aulton, J. J. Hawksworth, Major R. Rawlins, G. J. Fur¬ 
ness, and T. Abell. 

The President, in acknowledging the honour con¬ 
ferred upon him, said the time was opportune for each 
member of the profession to show greater solidarity, 
more earnestness of purpose and intellectual enthusiasm, 
remembering that each had his part to play, and that 
each was necessary to the welfare of the whole. Surely, 
the noblest glory of an individual is not in what he 
grasps, but in what he gives ; not in subjugating, but in 
serving his fellow men, and it only that spirit permeated 
the minds of every member of their profession, how soon 
would the imprints of the great law of brotherhood in a 
professional sense be apparent, and progress and pros 
perity assured. Their future was intimately wrapped 
up with the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons and 
the teaching schools. The present financial position of 
the College was one that called for the serious consider¬ 
ation of its members, and their timely assistance. There 
was unfortunately a much regretted apathy and indif¬ 
ference amongst a greater portion. They must not let 
their fraternity be an empty name, but the animating 
principle which informed the whole of the body—for they 
were bound together by the constancy of their studies 
and by community of aims and interests. Their field of 
work is as large and important as any other profession, 
and the welfare of mankind is intertwined and depen¬ 
dant to a large extent upon that of the lower animals. 
They had amongst them, too, able men willing and an¬ 
xious to take up research work, but as it brought no im¬ 
mediate return to the worker, who thus soon became 
poor, development was thwarted an J progress hindered. 
If the Board of Agriculture endowed veterinary research 
its action would not be a one-sided gift. What it sowed it 
would reap. The subject of State rewards for medical 
discoveries, and subsidised research had received the at¬ 
tention of a joint committee of the British Medical As¬ 
sociation and British Science Guild, and a report had 
been issued which afforded both interesting and instruc¬ 
tive information. 

In their profession young men entered at considerable 
expense not solely from altruistic motives but also to 
make a living, and it was only at a later period that they 
took up scientific investigation, either from a sense of 
duty or from predilection, or merely because a good op¬ 
portunity offered. When, therefore, a man found that 
nis scientific work, however successful and important it 
may have been, had actually yielded less emolument 
than he might have obtained from clinical work he 
naturally felt discouraged, and his experience prevented 
young men of ability from following his example, and 
tended to check the prosecution of studies which were 
of the highest value to humanity. 

The sign of the times from a professional aspect poin¬ 
ted unmistakably for wholehearted co-operation on the 
part of each member of the College with the National 
Veterinary Association. The danger from the unquali¬ 
fied persons who had bunched themselves together was 
a very real one. 


Mr. A. Carter and Mr. T. F. Hall were elected mem¬ 
bers of the Association. 

Members reported having sent in their accounts to 
the County Council to November according to the new 
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scale decided on by the Association, and the Secretary 
reported that the Clerk to the Council had written that 
the reason they had not been paid was that the Commit¬ 
tee was still considering them. 

MILK. 

By Mr. Alex Lb vie, f.r.c.v.s., d.v.s.m., (Viet.) f.r.s.e., 

Milk is a white liqnid secreted by female mammals 
for the nourishment of their young. The mammary 

§ land performs this function, the materials for which are 
erived through the lymph from the blood. The cells 
lining the alveoli of the gland are shed and contain the 
fat of the milk, while tne water, proteins, sugar and 
salts, are formed by the cells as an ordinary process of 
secretion. This view is supported by the fact that neith¬ 
er caseinogen nor milk sugar exists in any other tissue 
of the body. Cows’ milk, from the point of view of the 
veterinary inspector, is the only one of any importance, 
and with it alone I shall deal. 

The milk of the cow should have a specific gravity 
varying from 1*030 to 1 032 at 15° C (water taken as one) 
with an average composition percentage of water 87*2 ; 
proteins 3*7 j sugar 4*5 ; fat 3*9 ; ash 0*7 = 100. 

And a limited variation percentage of water 84 to 88 ; 
proteins 3*0 to 4*5 ; sugar 4 to 5 ; fat 2*6 to 5.5 ; ash 0*7 
to 0*9. 

Causes of variation. These may be summed up into 
individuality of breed, age, stage of lactation, sexual 
condition, weather, change of milker, method and rapidi¬ 
ty of milking, excitement, disease, season of the year, 
feeding, and the interval between times of milking. Of 
these I shall only discuss season of the year, or seasonal 
variations ; feeding, or the influence of food on the secre¬ 
tion of milk fat; and the interval of times between milk- 
ing. 

Seasonal variations. Richmond divides the year into 
four periods : First, November, December and January, 
the milk is rich both in fats and in solids not fat. Sec¬ 
ond, February, March and April the solids do not show 
appreciable diminution, but the fat becomes less in 
quality. Third, May, June, July and August the fat is 
low. though there is a tendency to rise at the end of the 
period. In July and August tne solids not fat are below 
the average. Fourth, September and. October an im¬ 
provement in quality both in fats and in solids not fat 
is noticed. A period of drought tends while diminish¬ 
ing the yield, to raise the percentage of fat in milk while 
the solids not fat frequently decrease. The average quali¬ 
ty is at its lowest in April, May and June. 

Influence of food on milk fat. While the nitrogenous 
part of food builds up the muscular tissue of the body, 
and the non-nitrogenous the fat, it is quite the reverse 
in the case of milk fat. Milk fat is derived mainly from 
the proteids of the body through the secreting cells in 
the alveoli. This is demonstrated by the fact that to 
have milk rich in fat it is necessary that the diet should 
contain a considerable amount of proteids. I would, 
however, point out that no permanent reduction in but¬ 
ter fat appears in milk until the standard of proteids in 
the body gets below normal, or, in other words, it is 
only when the body is much reduced in protein. that 
milk becomes poorer in fat, hence the necessity of giving 
milch cows diet rich in proteids to build up the system. 
The percentage of fat varies from day to day. A cow 
may one day give 2*5% of milk fat and the day following 
4% without any apparent cause. Whita this is so in the 
case of the fat it is not so with other constituents of 
milk. ... 

Interval between milkings. The greatest variation m 
the quality of milk as regards fat is that which arises 
from the difference in the interval of time between one 
milking and another. The morning milking, in most 
cases, contains less milk fat than does the evening milk¬ 
ing ; this is accounted for by the longer interval between 


the evening and morning milkings (about fourteen hours) 
to that of the morning and evening milkings (about ten 
hours). This demonstrates that tne longer the interval 
between milkings the greater the quantity the poorer 
the quality, whilst the shorter the interval the less the 
quantity, and richer the quality. We find, however, by 
milking'every twelve hours the quality and quantity are 
approximately the same. 

Knowing, then, this occurs the problem naturally 
arises in one’s mind why should the quality of milk be 
less through a longer interval between each milking 1 
My explanation of this is (1) the mammary gland is a 
secreting organ. (2) The initial stimulus is pregnancy, 
whereby the gland becomes normally active. (3) This 
activity is kept going by the regular drawing of milk. 
(4) until the gland has again secreted sufficient to com¬ 
fortably fill it active secretion goes on, but when this 
stago is reached activity of the secreting cells diminishes 
in proportion to the amount of pressure on them from 
within, in the following order of the constituents : fat 
solids not fat, water and salts ; to again start in full 
vigour as soon as abnormal pressure from within is re¬ 
moved in the process of milking. This would account 
for the percentage of milk fat being greater in milk 
drawn at short intervals, as well as of that in the strip- 
ings. It cannot be otherwise in the first instance, else 
ow could a newly calved cow be put dry. Must it not 
be due to nature having sufficient milk in the gland for 
its requirements, coupled with the over distention of the 
interior of the gland, doing away with the normal stimu¬ 
lus to the secreting cells through abnormal pressure on 
them ? 

Milk standards. The Board of Agriculture in pursu¬ 
ance of powers conferred on them by section 4 of the 
Sale of Food and Drugs Act 1899, require that new milk 
sold as human food must contain 3% of milk fat and 
8*5% of solids not fat. This is a wise and proper Order 
in the interests of the public. No mixed milk from a 
healthy herd should be below those standards if the cows 
receive food whose ration is properly balanced for milk 
producing qualities. If you give a food high in milk fat 
roducing qualities, or give a food low in milk fat pro- 
ucing qualities, it is well to remember that although 
it may in the former show a high percentage of milk fat 
and in the latter a low percentage of milk fat for a time, 
yet such is only temporary ; for in the course of a day 
or so up to two weeks the average percentage returns 
and will remain so under such feeding until, in the lat¬ 
ter case, as I have already pointed out, the standard of 
proteids in the body gets below normal. Further we 
find the last drawn milk differs greatly in fat contents. 
It is supposed that the fat globules adhere firmly to 
the walls of the ducts as a layer of cream, and are freed 
from these only with difficulty; also that milk fat forms 
rapidly as the milk is drawn. This would account for 
the excess of milk fat in the strippings, and the small 
amount in the fore milk. 

The following figures show the result of analysis. In 
the first 8treams 1 to 2% fat; after drawing about one 
quarter of the quantity of milk 2*1% fat; after drawing 
about one half the quantity of milk 3*6% fat and after 
drawing about three-quarters the quantity of milk 6*2% 
fat ; in the last milk 7*1 % fat; in the very last drops of 
milk drawn 10% fat. From what I have said on the 
normal and legal standards, as well as on the causes of 
variation in composition, it will be apparent to you that 
a dairy farmer under normal condition has it in his own 
hands whether his herd’s milking meets the require¬ 
ments of the legal standards or not. If, therefore, a 
sample of milk is examined and found to fall below such 
standard the natural conclusion arrived at is that cream 
has been extracted or water added. 

Sample Taking. This is carried out by slow and 
thorough mixing of the milk to allow perfect agitation 
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of the layers, so as to ensure equal distribution of the 
constituents. Thereafter take eight ounces of the milk, 
which is sufficient for one sample, or one pint for legal 
requirements. 

Analysis, The chemical analysis of milk is beyond the 
scope of this paper, but a simple, quick and reliable 
analysis may be obtained of the fat by the Gesber Milk 
Tester and of the solids not fat by Richmond’s formula. 

Qerbei' Mill' Tester. To ascertain the percentage of 
milk fat, thoroughly mix the sample of milk, pour it into 
a glass jar having a diameter of l£ inch and a height of 
six inches. Take the specific gravity with the lactometer, 
which we will suppose to be 1*032, and the temperature 
with the thermometer which should be 60 deg F. Now 
pipette into a Gerber Test Bottle 10c. c. of sulphuric acid 
(having a density of 1 *825 at 15 deg C), one c.c. of amyl- 
alcohol and llc.c. of the milk sample. The Gerber Test 
Bottle is now firmly corked and caught in the hand by 
the neck and shaken smartly until the curd is dissolved: 
now turn the bottle upside down to allow the acid to run 
out of the neck: repeat two or three times to ensure all 
ingredients being well mixed. Two such bottles with 
their contents are put opposite each other in the Gerber 
Centrifuge and spun for three minutes. They are now 
removed and placed cork end downwards into water at a 
temperature of 140 deg F fora few minutes to prevent 
the fat consolidating. The amount of fat i9 now read off 
in the graduated neck, and the percentage of milk fat 
determined which we will suppose to be 3.5%. We have 
now found the specific gravity is 1*032 and the milk fat 
3*5%. The next thing is to find the solids not fat by 
Richmond’s formula viz. 


S.N.F. G/4 + F/S + 14 thus 32/4 + 3*5/5 + .14 = 
8/1 4- .7/1 + .14 = 8.84 S.N.F. 

To get the total solids add the amount of fat to that of 
the S.N.F. 3.5 + 8.84 = 12.34 total solids. 

Analysis of Composite Samples. Here the milk is 
weighed and the samples taken by placing the milk in 
a vessel with perpendicular sides. A glass tube having 
a diameter of £ inch is passed down slowly through the 
layers of milk till it reaches the bottom of the vessel: the 
forefinger is now placed on the top of the tube, which is 
withdrawn and the contents put in a wide mouth bottle 
containimg *5 gramme of bichromate of potash. This is 
repeated each time a consignment of milk is delivered at 
the depot from the farm for one week. On the eighth 
day the composite is thoroughly mixed and put through 
the same process as just described in the case of a single 
sample. Suppose we find the milk fat to average 3.5% 
that would represent in every 1,000 lb of milk 35 lb of 
milk fat. This method of sample taking is not quite so 
reliable as testing each sample separately morning and 
evening at the time of delivery. It saves time, and 
labour nowever, and meets the requirements of the case. 

Reaction of Milk. Milk at the time it is drawn from 
the udder of a healthy cow t under normal conditions, 
gives an amphoteric reaction to test paper. This 
phenomenon is due to the presence of acid and alkaline 
phosphates in milk which, to say the least, is an interest¬ 
ing cnemical anomaly. The amphoteric reaction varies 
little, if any, throughout the period of lactation where 
the cows are in health, the conditions normal, and the 
food suitable. It is present in colostrum, as it is in the 
milk of pregnant and non-pregnant cows, proof of which 
I have got from a newly calved cow, twenty-one non- 
pregnant cows ranging from two weeks to seven months 
calved, and in nine cows ranging from two to four 
months pregnant. The period of lactation, pregnancy 
or non-pregnancy would therefore appear to play no part 
in the amphoteric reaction in cows milk. 

Milk, after removal. from the udder, sooner or later 
becomes distinctly acid through contamination from 
without of lactic acid bacteria—which is hastened or 
retarded according to the temperature of the milk in the 


presence of these organisms—as the following results 
show. 

1. Milk at 37 deg C after 18 honrs was sour to taste 

,, „ „ „ „ curdled in flask 

2. Milk at 15 deg C after 66 hours was sour to taste 

„ „ „ on 7th day was curdled in flask 

3. Milk at 10 deg C after 120 hours was sour to taste 

„ „ „ on 7 th day was curdled in flask 

While the normal reaction of milk from the cow is 
amphoteric, we find when these animals partake of garlic 
or sorrel that the reaction of their milk is changed to 
acid, and when partaking of food containing a high per¬ 
centage of sugar the reaction of the milk is alkaline. 
This alsoshows the influence food constituents have in 
the process of milk formation. 

Leucocytes in Milk. Colostrum, or first milk of the 
cow after parturition, is found to contain a considerable 
number of so called leucocytes. Each succeeding day 
as the milk is drawn they decrease in number, and in 
about three weeks are all but, if not altogether absent 
from milk. These cells after this period are not normal 
constituents of milk, and any preponderance of them 
three weeks after parturition I hold is distinctly ab¬ 
normal, and, therefore, pathological and not physiological 
in cause. I am inclined to go a step further, and say 
that these so called cells found in milk under normal 
conditions are not leucocytes at all, but cellular elements 
of the gland tissue. Polymorphonuclear leucocytes are 
occasionally found for a day or two in large numbers in 
milk from a healthy cow at any period of lactation, and 
then suddenly disappear. Their presence in such cases 
is due, in my opinion, to some temporary irritation of the 
gland. Polymorphonuclear leucocytes are found in milk 
in the very early stage of tubercular mastitis long before 
any indication of the disease is clinically recognised. 
They are found in milk in the early stage of catarrh*! 
mastitis where the disease is checked in the rigor stage. 
They are found as so called pus cells associated with 
staphylococci and streptococci in disease of the mammary 
gland. They are found associated with tubercle bacilli 
in tubercular mastitis, and they are found in milk in all 
diseases of the mammary gland where the structure of 
the alveoli is involved or tne ducts therefrom. Taking 
then advantage of these conditions the polymorphonu¬ 
clear leucocytes become of considerable value to us in the 
early diagnosing of pathological changes going on in the 
udder, certainly in most cases before we can do so 
clinically. It is, therefore, my opinion that milk 
showing on microscopical examination polymorphonu¬ 
clear leucocytes averaging more than one to the field of 
the microscope (using the 1/12th oil immersion lens) 
should be reported by the veterinary inspector^ who 
should have power to prohibit the sale of such milk for 
human food. 

Manure in Milk. The contamination of milk by 
manure is not only repulsive to the consumer, but its 
effects are often far reaching. Manure contains mater¬ 
ials unsuitable as food, and is mixed up with pathogenic 
bacteria natural to the bowel content®, which may be 
added to from without by others which commonly adhere 
to the skin and hairs of the udder. Many of these 
bacteria multiply in the milk. Some cause fermenta¬ 
tions, others remain stationary until partaken of by the 
consumer, and in them frequently give rise to serious 
disturbances. It is very important therefore, to guard 
against the entrance of such impurities into milk. 
Manure is very soluble in milk, and is impossible to 
remove even by the ulax filter. Experiments I have 
made show that in summer manure from the cows is 
soluble to the extent of *851 gram in 100 c.c. of milk, and 
in winter to the extent of *519 gram in 100 c.c. That the 
amount soluble is greater in summer than in winter 
is accounted for by the faeces containing a larger quantity 
of water and a smaller amount of insoluble matter. If 
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a sample of milk shows any evidence of impurity settling 
on a transparent bottle within two hours it should be 
regarded as too dirty for food. 

Bacteria from manm ial pollution. Two important 
excretal organisms found in milk are the Bacillus coli 
communis and the Bacillus lactis serogenes. Many 
methods have been adopted to isolate them from milk, 
water, and faecal matter in solution, but none of these 
appear to me equal to that of Harrison and Leek. 
Tneir aesculin bile salt broth or agar media, while allow¬ 
ing these two growths, inhibits that of all other bacteria 
present, and at the same time enables us to distinguish 
between the coli and ierogenes colonies. 

Milk from a tubercular uddei\ For some time after 
a quarter of the udder is invaded by tubercle bacilli the 
milk shows no visible change. If, however, even in the 
early stage of tubercular mastitis, the milk drawn is 
allowed to stand twelve hours in sedimentation tubes, 
and then the parts for measuring the sediment discon¬ 
nected and spun in the centrifuge for five minutes, 
abnormal deposits will be thrown down consisting chiefly 
of polynuclear leucocytes and mucous fatty matter. 
This, in my experience, is the first indication of the 
disease in the udder, and warrants a portion of the 
deposit being inoculated into guinea pigs to determine 
whether the cow has tubercular mastitis or not, and 
whether the milk is fit or unfit for food. In the 
advanced stage of tubercular mastitis the secretion is less 
in quantity, and varies in appearance and consistency 
from whey to thin pus, which on standing gives a large 
sediment. In my experience the strippings from a 
tubercular quarter give the largest number of tubercle 
bacilli. 

Microscopic Examination. Whether in the early or 
advanced stage of tubercular mastitis, it is necessary 
to centrifuge the secretion. A small drop of the thicker 
portion of the deposit is removed by a fine pipette, 
placed on the centre of a clean glass slide and spread 
evenly over its surface ; dry in the air, fix in a saturated 
solution of perchloride of mercury, wash thoroughly in 
distilled water, stain in hot carbol-fuchsin five minutes, 
wash thoroughly in distilled water, put the slide in four 
per cent of acetic acid for twelve seconds and immediate¬ 
ly wash in distilled water and dry the slide between 
blotting paper. With the low power find where the 
largest number of polynuclear leucocytes are, and with 
l/12th oil immersion examine for the tubercle bacilli. 
This method is different to that usually adopted. In my 
hands I find it gives a clearer field and greater certainty 
of finding the bacilli, as well as allowing more of the 
deposit to be put on the slide. 

Mr. Levie was congratulated by the President and 
several members on the excellence of his paper, and it 
was decided to have the address printed and circulated 
at the expense of the Association. 

Mr. Furness commented on Mr. Levie’s reference to 
the contamination of milk and the spread of epidemic 
amongst calves through the faeces of a diseased calf, and 
said he had found the epidemic run right through a farm, 
though cows were removed before calving, calves taken 
away when dropped, and entirely fresh and clean feeding 
vessels used. One or two calves might struggle through 
for two, or even three days, but the epidemic was invari¬ 
ably fatal. He had not met that contagious disease in 
calves lately, and he hoped it was dying out. Still he 
would like to have further information on the matter. 

Mr. Rawlins asked if it had been found that in the 
early stages of tuberculosis there was a huge increase of 
albumen as well as of leucocytes. 

Mr. Levie replied that the line of thought of his pa¬ 
per, within narrow limits, was on what he would be ex¬ 
pected to know as a veterinary inspector called to give 
judgment on suspected milk. He thought that an in¬ 


structive paper could be given on 44 scouring” and that 
an invaluable discussion might arise therefrom. 

Mr. Prince said that he had tried dressing the navel 
and had good results. 

Mr. Hawks worth said he had been informed of a re¬ 
medy which was used on all occasions by a big buyer in 
Derby cattle market. He always carried a bottle of lau¬ 
danum, and if a calf showed any sign of the disease he 
gave it two ounces, and slept it for a night and day. 
That had proved effective, no matter how young the 
calf might be. 

Mr. Kino asked which was the best milk to withdraw 
for the purpose of finding tubercle bacilli. He had seen 
it laid down that “middlings” was the best, but Mr. 
Levie said 44 strippings.” He asked if any member had 
beard of any reaction of milk with regard to the testing 
of the pregnancy of a cow. The test he referred to was 
in water. 

The President said those were matters which were 
going to loom very large in the future, and he suggested 
that they consider them more fully at a later meeting. 
They had a busy time before them, as he had promises 
of papers from Mr. Marrison, Major Brittlebank, Mr. 
Brennan De Vine, Prof. Hobday, and Mr. Stent of Man¬ 
chester. He hoped also that they would have a paper 
and discussion on anaesthetics. 

There was some discussion on the Anaesthetics Bill, 
and on the proposition of Mr. Hawksworth seconded by 
Capt. Rawlinson it was decided to increase the fee for 
docking to 7/6. 

Maj. Rawlins gave a few hints on using chloroform on 
horses, and recommended the use of as simple a bag as 
possible. He suggested one made of canvas with a run¬ 
ning string to tie above the nostril; and the use of eye 

? ;uards, especially for mules. It was surprising the dif- 
erence in the amount of chloroform different animals 
would take. For weak animals he used one part of 
ether to three of chloroform. They must disabuse their 
minds about the dangers of chloroform. He had one 
death in 1500 operations undertaken under difficult con¬ 
ditions. 

Discussion on the Bill was adjourned and Capt Raw¬ 
lins was asked to give a paper at the next meeting par¬ 
ticularly with regard to the docking of horses. 

Mr. Marrison reported that they might shortly have to 
consider their charges to the R.S.P.C.A. as the Society 
was trying to get a uniform rate throughout the country. 
It was agreed that the charge by members of the Associ¬ 
ation should be 10/6 without mileage, court fee one gui¬ 
nea, and that mileage should be ninepence per mile each 
way. 

The next meeting was fixed for April 2nd. 

F. T. Prince, Hon, Sec. 


NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

Royal Counties Division. 

The annual general meeting was held at the Great 
Western Hotel, Reading, on Friday January 30tb, when 
Mr, W. T. D. Broad the President, presided over a very 
representative attendance including Messrs. R. J. Yer- 
ney, Oxford ; J. W. McIntosh, London : J. R. Baxter, 
Lechlade : J. B. Buxton, London : J. C. Coleman, Swin¬ 
don: R. R. J. Coleman and H. S. Dunn, Reading; J. 
W. Hopkins, Henley ; G. P. Male, ( Hon. TreasA H. A. 
MacCormack, London : J. H. Parker, Faringaon : W. 
Pauer, Blackwater; E. Brayley Reynolds, London ; 
Capt. G. Rees-Mogg, 1st Life Guards ; P. J. Simpson, 
(Hon. SecA Maidenhead ; E. Seldom Tetbury; J.Willett, 
Loudon ; F. W. Willett, Staines; G. H. Livesey, Hove; 
W. N. Jiirgenson. 
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The following gentlemen wrote apologising for their 
inability to be presentMessrs. F. C. O’Rorke, W. N. 
Thompson, S. Villar, S. H. Slocock, S. Pennington, A. S. 
Adams, J.W. Kerlie, F. W. H. Cundell, W. S. King, G. E. 
King, E. Brown, W. C. Hazleton, F. T. Trewin, S. Stock- 
man, G. H. Wooldridge, Sir J. MTadyean, Messrs. T. 
and H. Lepper, T. B. Goodall, also the Mayor of Reading 
(Dr. G. Stewart Abram), Mr. W. M. Colebrook and Al¬ 
derman J. W. Martin. 

Correspondence. The Secretary said he had received 
a letter from Mr. Upton, of Eppmg, asking what were 
the arrears , in his subscription, and stating that after 
due consideration, though with regret, he had decided 
to tender his resignation. “ Thanks to a lenient umpire 
I have had an innings of 50 years, not out, and therefore 
it is time—according to modern ideas one is too old at 
forty—that you declared my innings closed. I shall 
always retain happy memories of the work.” 

Mr. J. Willett proposed and Mr. J. C. Coleman sec¬ 
onded that " we accept the resignation with regret, point 
out what subscriptions are due and ask Mr. Upton to 
send a cheque for that amount.” (Carried). 

The following letter was received from Messrs. Holt 
and Co.“ Major F. C. O’Rorke is proceeding to India 
next month for a five years tour of foreign service, and 
much regrets that he will have to discontinue his mem¬ 
bership of the Royal Counties V.M.A.” 

It was decided to make Major O’Rorke an honorary 
member during his absence, and the Secretary was re¬ 
quested to write to him to that effect. 

The Secretary said that Mr. King had written nom¬ 
inating his partner, Major R. Catmur as a member of the 
Association. Mr. J. Willett seconded the nomination 
which was unanimously agreed to. 

The Secretary said Major Jagger now writes saying 
though he was not in practice he would like to continue 
a member. It was agreed to reinstate his name on the 
list of members. 

The meeting also decided that a letter be written to 
Mr. King, who had evidently had a bad motor smash, 
sympathising with him. 

It was urged that every endeavour Bhould be made to 
get new practitioners coming into the district to join the 
Association. 

The Accounts. Mr. R. J. Verney (Hon. Auditor) said 
there was better balance than last year, and the accounts 
had been very well kept. He asked that the accounts 
be received as correct. Mr. Male seconded. 

Mr. J. Willett said the appeal to the members to 
send in their subscriptions early that year had met with 
a good response, and they now had a balance in the bank 
of practically £30. That was very satisfactory for the 
first month of the year. He suggested that the Treas¬ 
urer should get banker’s slips printed as everyapplication 
by the Treasurer for a subscription by post, receipt, etc., 
cost the Society 4d. or 4$d., whereas with a banker’s slip 
it could be done for nothing. He moved to that effect. 

Mr. Male seconded. He had been Treasurer and Sec¬ 
retary for between ten and eleven years and knew a little 
of the working of the accounts. He was afraid they 
were left in a very bad way owing to the war, and mem¬ 
bers being away. They were very much indebted to 
Mr. Willett for the amount of work he had done in get¬ 
ting in the arrears and subscriptions. There was further 
£10 received Bince the accounts were handed over to 
him (Mr. Male) so that the good work still goes on. 
They had invested £50 in the War Loan, so they had a 
little to fall back on if there were any bad times. The 
finances were in a flourishing condition and there was a 
large number of new members. Now the war was over 
he hoped other new members would be forthcoming. 

The accounts were then adopted, also the resolution 
moved by Mr. Willett re the issue of bankers slips. 

The business side of Veterinary Service . A letter from 


Mr. J. D. Pottie, m.r.c.v.s., of Greenock, was read. In 
it he expressed the hope that the National Veterinary 
Association and all veterinary associations would form a 
business section, and have business meetings and dis¬ 
cussions as well as scientific papers and discussions. 

Mr. McIntosh thought the matter had already been 
dealt with by the National, and the Secretary was asked 
to reply stating that the letter had been dealt with.' 

Representatives to the Council of the N.V.A. 

On the proposition of Mr. MacCormack, seconded by 
Mr. McIntosh the following three representatives to the 
Council of the National Veterinary Association were 
chosen : the President the Secretary and the Treasurer. 
Mr. Coleman was chosen as a reserve in case the 
Secretary is ex-officio and the Secretary was asked to get 
a ruling on this point. 

Captain Jurgenson was elected a member of the 
Association on the proposition of Mr. Male seconded by 
Major Simpson. Mr. Male also nominated for election 
Major E. E. Jelbart, of Chipping Norton. Mr. Verney 
seconded and the motion was agreed to. 

Inspectors’ Fees. 

Mr. Male brought forward the question of increas¬ 
ing the fees to Inspectors in the Association’s locality.” 
The National Association of Veterinary Inspectors had 
held a meeting at which they drew up a certain scale of 
fees which was an improvement on nearly all the fees 

S ven to Inspectors in the various counties in England. 

e brought the matter forward so that those members of 
this Association who were County Inspectors could take 
it in hand. There was no reason why these fees should 
not be obtained in the Royal Counties. In some 
counties they were very low indeed. In Oxfordshire, 
while Captain Hopkins was away he (Mr. Male) acted 
for him, and found the fees there very small indeed. 
He was now having some very lengthy correspondence 
and asking bigger fees from the County Authorities. If 
the Inspectors of each County met and jointly sent a 
letter to the various authorities, better fees could easily 
be obtained. It was a matter for the Inspectors in each 
County. He did not know that they as a Society could 
help unless it came to a question of the fees not being 
accepted and the County Authorities saying: if you 
don’t accept these fees we shall get someone else to do 
the work. Then if the matter came before the Associ¬ 
ation the other members would know that it was over a 
question of fees, refuse to undertake the work, and so 
support the Inspectors. He thought it was an absolute 
scandal to ask the Inspectors to do the work under 
present conditions. In Wiltshire the conditions were 
very bad. There was another point about fees which he 
wanted to raise. Sometime ago they adopted the scale 
the National suggested with regard to night journeys. 
That was now very much out of date, and time the fees 
were again increased. The Medical men were demanding 
50 per cent, and the British Medical Association had 
approved of the increase. He proposed that they in¬ 
crease the fees from pre-war charges by 50 per cent., 25 
per cent, over the present fees. 

Mr. F. W. Willett seconded. 

Mr. Seldon asked if 25 per cent, was sufficient ? All 
the suggestions brought out by the different Societies 
should be sent to the National or some Central body 
so that the whole fees of their profession could be 
standardised. If suggestions were sent from every 
Society to the Centre and they sent back a guidance for 
charges, did not they think that would strengthen their 
hands very considerably in the Country districts ? They 
had been waiting and did not know quite what to charge. 
Personally he had more than doubled his fees as com¬ 
pared with pre-war charges. As to Inspectors’ fees, they 
were impossible. If a car broke down they had to hire 
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and paid more for that car than the fee and mileage 
amounted to* They as a profession were strong enough 
to demand what was fair and stick out until they got it. 
The only thing they wanted was unity. 

Mr. McIntosh said that the point raised by Mr. Seldon 
was an important one, but as the conditions in some 
districts were so different to those in others, be did not 
know that they could have a uniform charge. [Mr. 
Seldon: You could have a minimum scale.] In Scotland 
the fees were very much higher than in England. In 
some parts of England the fees were very low. In the 
West of England they get a great deal more for their 
medicines whereas in Scotland they charged for the visit 
but got very little for the medicine. Those old customs 
were very difficult to break, but no doubt the present 
was a suitable time to get away from them, and if a 
uniform charge were adopted today it would be a good 
thing, though what applied in one district might not be 
suitable in another. 

Mr. F. W. Willett thought they could make minimum 
charges. The rents, rates and taxes varied so in different 
districts that even if they had uniform fees one 
practitioner would be far better off than another. For 
the last six months he had charged 50 per cent, on pre¬ 
war charges and had had no trouble. It was stated in 
the press that the Medical men were to charge 50 per 
cent, and he hardly saw how Veterinary Surgeons could 
go further than that. 

Mr. J. C. Coleman emphasised the fact that they were 
not talking about the professional part of the work but 
simply Inspectors’ fees. The Wiltshire fees—he did not 
think there were any in England like them. Uniformity 
of fees, in so far as inspectors were concerned, was ab¬ 
solutely necessary, and if only they got a uniform scale 
every County Council would fall into line. It was the 
National’s work and not the work of the Inspectors who 
were simply a branch of the National. He proposed : 
That this Association recommends that the suggestion 
of the National Veterinary Inspectors’ Association re 
minimum fees to Veterinary Inspectors be adopted, and 
that the Secretary communicate with the Secretary of 
the National Inspectors’ Association with the request 
that the National Society write to the respective County 
Councils, pointing out their decision and asking them 
favourably to consider same. 

Mr. J. Willett formally seconded. 

Mr. Male pointed out that if they passed that resol¬ 
ution and the National jumped in and advised that to 
thoskB Counties which were having better fees than the 
minimum which the Inspectors laid down, they would 
not be doing those Counties any good. It seemed to 
him it was a matter for the County Inspectors. If the 
applications came from the Inspectors whom the Coun¬ 
cils knew and trusted they were much more likely to 
get favourable consideration. If the demands were not 
granted it would be time for the National to jump in 
and demand it or support that Association in any action 
they might take. 

Mr. Coleman : We have made application and sent 
a petition to the County Council with the result that 
they have done nothing except increase the mileage. 

Mr. Male replied that m that case the National 
should be informed of what had taken place, and they 
would no doubt take up the matter. He did not wish 
to relieve the National of any responsibility, bu*) he 
thought that in the first place it would be very much 
nicer, more polite and diplomatic, for the Inspectors 
themselves to approach the authorities. 

Mr. Male then moved as an amendment: That our 
Association agrees with the minimum fees as laid down 
by the National Association of Veterinary Inspectors, 
and will do all in our power to assist the Veterinary 
Inspectors, of these Counties to obtain these fees. 


Mr. Brayley Reynolds seconded : He did not 
think it was necessary to pass Mr. Coleman’s resolution. 
If the Inspectors had put forward suggestions that their 
fees should be increased and those suggestions had been 
ignored by the Council, the Inspectors of Wiltshire 
should write to the National Association of Inspectors 
asking them to proceed with the case through the 
National if necessary. This matter shows the great 
necessity of endeavouring to get every Veterinary 
Surgeon to become a member of the Association. Then, 
instead of approaching the County Councils by them¬ 
selves as Inspectors they could approach those Councils 
through the Society. 

Mr. J. Willett said he only formally supported Mr. 
Coleman’s resolution and now he wished to withdraw 
that support to give the Secretary of the National 
Veterinary Inspectors’ Association a chance to make the 
first move. He thought that was the proper way. 

The Secretary said he was not a Veterinary In¬ 
spector now but he thought Mr. Male would remember 
tne time when they were acting with others as 
Veterinary Inspectors in Berkshire. They were among 
the first to get Inspectors’ fees put up. They inter- 
veiwed the Chief Constable and the representative of 
the Animals Committee, had a favourable reception, 
and got the fees put up very well. He agreed with Mr. 
Male that the Inspectors of the County should first 
approach the County authorities, failing which they 
communicate with the National Veterinary Inspectors’ 
Association and get them to bring pressure to bear. 

Mr. Livesey said that Mr. Coleman’s proposition 
would get no support from the Southern Counties Associ¬ 
ation. It seemed to him that if this matter was brought 
straight before the National Council they would take no 
action until they had tested the feeling of the various 
societies whom they represented. Some societies might 
not want any action taken at all. Perhaps only a mi¬ 
nority of societies would wish to have the Council of the 
National take action. Would the Council then be justi¬ 
fied in circularising all the County Councils of Great 
Britain ? The question showed the importance of having 
a more effective National. If the National were to be¬ 
come the voice of the profession on this political side— 
the side which deals with public bodies—then it bad to 
be more efficient than it is at present, and the only way 
it could become more efficient was through its local so¬ 
cieties. And the only way in which local societies could 
make their voice effective was by inducing every mem¬ 
ber of the profession to become a member of the local 
association. That could only be done by proving to every 
man that it was essential for his very existence as a vet¬ 
erinary Burgeon that he should be a member of the local 
society, and obtain the support of that society. He 
thought Mr. Male’s suggestion was the right one, and 
the line of action which nis (Mr. Livesey’s) society was 
inclined to follow ; and it would, he was sure, be backed 
up by the Southern and South-Eastern Counties. 

Mr. Buxton said it seemed to him that Mr. Male’s 
proposition was the only one that one could support, as 
the whole thing must be a matter of request—not of 
coercion. It seemed to be assumed that possibly the 
National would adopt'an attitude similar to that adopted 
by the British Medical Association, but that assumption 
was entirely wrong. The National had no power to Bay 
to a man who was not a member but who had cut out a 
member by accepting a lower figure— M you are not to do 
that” It was no use makiog an enormous fuss about 
the help they could get from headquarters. Effective¬ 
ness depended very largely upon their own individual 
efforts. Let them rope in the local men, get a strong 
local society, hold together, and that would make for 
efficiency throughout the whole country. (Applause). 

As Mr. Coleman’s resolution now had no supporter it 
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fell through, and Mr. Male’s resolution only was before 
the meeting. This was carried rum. con . 

The next place of meeting. On the proposition of Mr. 
Seldon, seconded by Mr. Buxton it was decided to hold 
the April meeting at Bath. 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 

Mr.W. T. D. Broad, m.r.c.v.s., Marlborough. 

Gentlemen,—I fully appreciate, and thank you for the 
great honour you have conferred upon me in electing me 
President of this, one of the leading associations of vet- 
erinary surgeons, having amongst its members some of 
the most eminent men in the profession, men whose 
names I need not mention, having by their superior 
skill and ability in research and other branches of pro¬ 
fessional work, conferred untold and lasting benefit upon 
the profession, the agricultural community, as well as 
the animal creation. 

Meetings of this sort, if we could only get members to 
attend and others to join us, do away with that petty 
jealousy amongst neighbouring practitioners which at 
one time was so prevalent, and would enable us to work 
more in harmony together, meet more in consultation 
and assist one another in ill-health or temporary absence. 
This I consider the most valuable object. Again from 
an educational and social point of view they are invalu¬ 
able. 

Now how are large meetings to be secured 1 I am 
fully aware of the difficulty of getting away from' one’s 
practice, being myself a country practitioner working 
single handed. The most attractive method appears to 
me to be practical demonstrations of some sort or 
another, either with the microscope or some common — 
or which should become common, operations. Gentle¬ 
men, if each of you in this room were asked to cut a cat, 
I don’t think any two of you would do it the same way. 
(Laughter). Another method of attraction would be 
united meetings of two or more societies, of which I hope 
to hear more this afternoon. There is no doubt that 
these meetings have been the means of members and 
non-members alike continuing their veterinary education 
through the published reports. 

Whilst mentioning education, a remark reported to 
have been passed by Mr. Brown of the B. of A. at the 
last meeting of this Association, when replying to the 
discussiou on Swine Fever—that it is a fact that lesions 
described were sometimes nothing more than normal 
anatomical features—reminds me of my college days, 
nearly thirty years ago, when it was all donkey for dis- 
8ection ? and I do not remember the carcase of one pig or 
cow being used for dissection or demonstration. Loca¬ 
ting the lymphatic glands, and other practical knowledge 
required in dealing with these animals, had to be acquired 
later. I hope this omission has long since been rectified. 
Would it be possible by the the aid of one or more soci¬ 
eties to run a Veterinary Hospital on a farm in some 
accessible centre, where we could send our cases requir¬ 
ing a lot of attention, such as fistula, poll-evil, quittors, 
etc., and where we could have some of our meetings. It 
might also be made a temporary home for assistants out 
of engagements, and where we could obtain temporary 
help. 

The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons is short of 
funds, and it is of urgent necessity to get a money Bill 
passed. I think the registered men ought to be left 
alone to die a natural death. 

I do not want to appear pessimistic, for I already see 
other spheres of work looming up, but it is no use hiding 
the fact that the number of horses kept on most farms 
are less than before the tractor made such headway. 
The last two harvests I have seen, on more than one 
farm, the horses turned out while the tractor was doing 
the binding. 


I do not consider myself fully capable of judging the 
number of men which can be absorDed into the profes¬ 
sion. but in my humble opinion the Ministry of Labour 
has been misled as to the shortage of men. It was pro¬ 
bably correct during the war, which was also the fact in 
other professions and occupations, but now according to 
advertisements in the professional papers there appears 
to be a redundancy. Africa is about to train her own 
men, and our members will probably be increased by the 
entrance of the fair sex soon—without the Royal College 
having any say in the matter. 

The Anaesthetics Bill has become law, and it is appar¬ 
ently open to anyone to administer the anaesthetic. I 
regret the evidence given before the Commission by one 
of our leading operators. Surely the operations men¬ 
tioned in the schedules are not so numerous as to over¬ 
tax the resources of the profession. 

I view with apprehension the action of the Beard in 
establishing a testing station for cattle before export, a 
more reliable test should be obtained with an animal in 
its normal surroundings at home. 

The boarding out of horses by the Army is to my mind 
a most economical and efficient way of having a large 
reserve of fit horses for immediate mobilisation, without 
the cost of feeding them. Veterinary attendance on 
them is perhaps not quite evenly distributed amongst us, 
and is a sore point with many. In preventive veterinary 
medicine there is a vast field of work to be done when 
we consider the great losses which periodically occur in 
our herds and flocks. Take the stomach worms, which 
caused great losses in sheep and lambs last spring ; the 
husk worm, which some years claim a lot of victims; 
the various strongyles of the horse, causing loss of con¬ 
dition and capacity for work, including the red worm 
which frequently proves fatal. I should like to see a 
text book produced dealing with preventive veterinary 
medicine alone. 

I take exception to the action of those members of 
Council who framed conditions for the production of 
grade A milk, and as delegates submitted them to a 
Government aepartment without first consulting the 
whole Council. A matter of such enormous importance 
to the profession should not be so hastily dealt with. 

Now 1 have the opportunity, I should like to pay a 
tribute to one man, a clinician, viz., Schmidt of Kolding. 
In my opinion, no one living or gone before has saved 
the agricultural community so much money, and turned 
a bugbear of a disease into one it is a delight to treat, as 
he did by his invention of the treatment of milk fever. 
(Applause). 


Mr. S kldon moved a very hearty vote of thanks to 
the President for his excellent address. It was a great 
honour to be a member of that Association under the 
presidency of Mr. Broad, for no man had a better repu¬ 
tation in the district as a good sound practitioner and 
as a hail fellow well met. (The vote was passed by ac¬ 
clamation). 

The President produced the broken femur of a pigeon, 
shot down two years ago, which had healed of its own 
accord. 

The V. V. B. Fund. 

Mr. Coleman proposed that the Secretary of the Vic¬ 
toria Benevolent Fund be asked to supply their Secre¬ 
tary with a collecting box to be produced at each meet¬ 
ing. 

Mr. J. Willett, as the one who originated those 
boxes, had very much pleasure in seconding the propo¬ 
sal. The first year from £12 to £14 was collected by 
those means, and last year the sum was over £30. More 
members should be induced to take boxes. 

The resolution met with unanimous acceptance. A 
silver collection was then taken on behalf of this fund 
and realised £1 Is. 
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It was agreed that a despatch box be purchased 
wherein the Secretary could place the Association’s 
papers. 

Suggested Joint Mibtings. 

Mr. Livesey said that at the last meeting of the 
Southern Counties Society, held in December, there was 
an informal discussion as to the practicability of holding 
joint meetings between his own Society, the Royal Coun¬ 
ties and the South Eastern (Kent). They might have an 
all-day meeting with demonstrations in the morning and 
papers in the afternoon. At the invitation of the South- 
Eastern Society he attended their annual meeting last 
week and described shortly what had been suggested. 
The idea was very favourably received, and the Society 
had decided to discuss the matter. He was glad of the 
opportunity of making the same suggestion to the Royal 
Counties. From talks with other men he thought it 
would be the general wish that no matter what happened 
each of the three Societies must be absolutely sure of 
preserving their own identity and organisation, and that 
no amalgamation should interfere with that in any way. 
The three Societies had eleven meetings in 12 months, 
and if the three Societies liked to work together it 
would be possible for a member of any one of them to 
attend a meeting practically every month. The meetings 
were held in very convenient sequence and fitted in with 
one another. Joint meetings of the three Societies could 
be held at least four times a year, one each under the 
auspice of each Society and one meeting in London dur¬ 
ing the Cattle Show week to be followed by the general 
annual dinner. Supposing the amalgamation materia¬ 
lised, there were certain points which might arise aod 
which might be of benefit but which could not be devel¬ 
oped until several meetings had been held. For instance 
it was suggested to him that a member of either Society 
might appeal to the Executive Council of the three So¬ 
cieties for protection if he had been imposed upon by 
Corporations or other public bodies, or haa been 
poached upon by neighbours. Those cases were not 
very effectively dealt with by local societies, but if they 
had the weight of public opinion in the South brought 
against them it would be very effective. Various be¬ 
nevolent ideas were brought forward which would have 
to materialise later. It was suggested that the members 
of each Society should pledge themselves to interest 
themselves in the welfare of those who, through no fault 
of their own, had fallen on hard times. It was not in¬ 
tended to poach upon the preserves of the Victoria Be¬ 
nevolent Fund, but rather to help those cases where it 
would be an insult to put one’s hand in one’s pocket and 
offer charity. There were many cases where charity was 
not wanted, but where friendship would most certainly 
be welcome. If a fellow was down on his luck it would 
be rather nice for fellow practitioners to look him up 
and offer him the hand of friendship, perhaps also a lit¬ 
tle friendly help and advice—he did not mean necessari¬ 
ly monetary help. The suggestion was also made that 
the three Societies should join together for the purpose 
of raising the status of veterinary surgeons. The last 
suggestion was also very important. It was that from 
the three societies should be formed a joint-committee to 
watch the interests of the veterinary inspectors. That 
rather touched the subject they had been speaking 
about. Mr. Coleman suggested taking action through 
the National but he thought they would find practition¬ 
ers in the country and veterinary inspectors in the dif¬ 
ferent counties preferred that action should be taken by 
the inspectors of the County with their own County 
Council first. In any case, his Society would be very 
pleased to know the Royal Counties were ready to dis¬ 
cuss the question, even if they went no further. He was 
there that afternoon particularly to ask them to appoint 
delegates to attend a meeting of the Southern Counties 


to be held on the last Thursday in March to discuss the 
matter further. They would there meet delegatee from 
the South-Eastern, and the whole matter could be 
thrashed out. They would receive the report of their 
delegates and see whether they would like to proceed 
any further with the matter. (Applause). 

Capfc.G. Rees-Mogg strongly supported Mr. Livesey’s 
proposal. 

Mr. Livesey said that if they asked a leading man of 
the profession to come and give a demonstration they 
asked him to show his skill and give them the benefit of 
his experience, and the very least they could do was to 
give him a very good attendance. It was not fair to 
ask the best men in the profession to give of their best 
unless they were given a really good audience. At a 
joint meeting he thought they might get an audience 
of from 140 to 150. 

Mr. Buxton proposed that the matter be further 
discussed, and that delegates be appointed to attend the 
meeting fn March and report to that Association. 

Mr. Coleman supported the suggestions made by Mr. 
Livesey. Had he known of the proposed amalgamation 
he would not have brought forward his resolution con¬ 
cerning the action they should tak6 in relation to the 
inspectors. 

Mr. Male ! Is it proposed to have these joint meet¬ 
ings in addition to the Association’s meetings ? 

Mr. Livesey : They will take the place of one of the 
Association’s meetings. 

Mr. Male : The annual dinner is to be an extra 
meeting: 

Mr. Livesey : Yes. 

Mr. Male : Who will pay the expenses for the demon¬ 
strations 1 The expense of getting the animals there is 
considerable. 

Mr. Livesey : The joint Executive Council would 
deal with that. He presumed there would be a contri- 
J bution from each of the Societies. 

The following delegates were appointed to attend the 
meeting to be held in London in March : the President, 
the Secretary, and Capt. Rees-Mogg. 

Mr. McIntosh thought they were very much indebted 
to Mr. Livesey for his excellent resume with regard to 
the suggestions he had to place before them. He 
moved u that we as a Society agree to the principle, and 
that delegates be appointed to go into the question to 
see whether or not it can be made into a workable 
scheme.” 

Capt. Rees-Mogg seconded, and the resolution was 
unanimously agreed to. 

R.S.I. Congress, 1920. 

A letter was read from the Royal Sanitary Institute 
asking that delegates be appointed by this Society for 
the next Congress to be held in Birmingham, and the 
President and Mr. F. W. Willett were appointed. 

Annual Dinner. 

In the evening a large company sat down to dinner 
at the Great Western Hotel, the guests including Major 
Joyce, Mr. Frank Poulton and Mr. Ayres. The Presi¬ 
dent occupied the chair, and the Secretary the vice 
chair. 

After the loyal toast, Mr. Buxton proposed the 
“ Imperial Forces.” No toast could be more popular, 
he said, for those Forces had saved their hearths and 
homes. He coupled with the toast the name of Captain 
Rees-Mogg. 

In acknowledgment Captain Rees-Mogg said he was 
only one of many who haa served their country, and he 
was sure there was no one present who had not done 
his bit either at home or abroad. The Veterinary 
Services had in this war a specially hard job to fulfil, 
owing to so many having the care of horses who in the 
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time of peace had the care of everything except a horse. 
They could therefore imagine that the horsemastership 
was not always of the best, and it was a very hard job 
teaching horsemastership to many in the new Army. 
Except a Veterinary Surgeon was a go 3d horsemaster 
himself, he was, in his opinion, of little use in the Army 
at the Front. Prevention was everything in the field, 
and to prevent one case of accident or disease was of far 
more use financially than to cure five or six cases. 
There was no doubt that for war the friendly mule 
was the animal to have. It was not nearly so suscep¬ 
tible to disease, and if the rations were cut down the 
mule could live on them when the horse would very 
often die. Unfortunately, though, in the public eye, 
the mule had rather a bad name. But once a man got 
to know his mule, and more important still, once a mule 

S ot to know his driver, a man could do anything with 
im. He was quite sure that the animal for war was 
the mule. U nfortunately, as a lady groom described it, 
the mule had no ancestors to think of, and he could not 
hand on to posterity. 

Mr. Aybks proposed the toast of the “ Veterinary 
Profession,” and spoke of the popularity of the members 
of that profession in the Reading district. 

Mr. Coleman replied, and said it was exceedingly 
nice to feel that their efforts were appreciated by the 
lay public. The profession had made great strides 
during the past fifty years. They were anxious to make 
still greater strides and earn in an even greater degree 
the respect of their clients. 

Mr. Livesby submitted “ The Royal Counties Veter¬ 
inary Medical Association.” He said he only hoped that 
the few remarks he made that afternoon about joint 
meetings etc. would bring forth good'fruit, result in a 
better knowledge of each other, a feeling of friendship 
between the various Societies, and fa strengthening of 
that bond of professional unity—which was the one 
essential towards real professional progress. The village 
veterinary practitioner should realize that the shortest 
road to the betterment of his status lay through his local 
association. All societies did not have the same life and 
vigour but that society was full of enthusiasm, had ex¬ 
cellent officers, and a most energetic and courteocs 
Secretary. The Royal Counties Society was one which 
was a pattern to many, and if members did not join 
merely for the scientific papers which were read, they 
would for the pleasure of the comradeship and good fel¬ 
lowship which existed in such a Society. 

The President, whose name was associated with the 
toast, made brief acknowledgement, and said that the 
Association had a great amount of work in front of it, 
as many changes were taking place, and their interests 
must be safeguarded. The suggestion of joint meetings 
was a wonderfully good idea which he hoped could be 
carried out. 

Mr. Reynolds proposed the “Medical Profession” 
which he termed their sister profession, for it was their 
nearest relative. In latter years the Veterinary profes¬ 
sion had made tremendous strides, and although the 
Medical profession was the older and much in advance 
of them, they would agree that the Veterinary was a very 
useful profession and actually on the heels of the Medi¬ 
cal profession. In a few years time they would be not 
only on their heels but side by side with them. They 
owed the Medical profession very much, for they had 
gained much from Medical knowledge. 

Major Joyce, in reply, said they had a common 
Science, they spoke the same language, and their art 
differed only in materials and subjects. He thought the 
Medical profession had a great deal to learn from their 
sister profession of Veterinary surgery. He spoke as a 
pure surgeon, and he was very anxious, when he was out 
of the Army, to see Borne of the work of his brothers in 
the Veterinary profession. He was perfectly certain he 


would learn a great deal from that. A lot of their know¬ 
ledge was due to knowledge gained on animals. Com¬ 
parative anatomy and comparative physiology, to a 
smaller degree, had been studied, Dut comparative 
disease had been studied to a very small extent from a 
medical point of view. It would be a tremendous ad¬ 
vantage to the Medical profession, and he hoped the 
Veterinary profession would also gain some advantage 
if the two professions met together sometimes to ex¬ 
change their views on subjects of common interest If, 
in the future, he could do anything to forward any 
scheme whereby the two professions could meet together 
and discuss common points of interest in their science 
and art, he would be only too happy to do so. 

Mr. Male in proposing the toast of “TheQuests” 
said that no man was better known in the surgical 
world than Major J:>yce. His work during the war 
had been a tremendous work. He had advanced the 
science of treating wounds to a very great extent, and 
no doubt all had heard of the new method he had adop¬ 
ted and the discovery he had made, which had been 
named after this town and was known as Reading bac¬ 
illus. He was sure they would all like to hear more 
from him at a future time about this treatment, which 
he thought would be of very great use in veterinary 
work. He coupled with the toast the name of Mr. 
Frank Poulton. 

Mr. Poulton made suitable acknowledgement. 

P. J. Simpson, Hon. Sec. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1920. 

Pei' Messrs. Holt A Co. 

Aitken, J. J., Lt.-Col. Fisher, O. S., Lt-Col. 
Anderson, W., Capt. Flanagan, W. L., Capt. 

Andrews, J. O., Lt.-Col. Forrest, R. J., Capt. 
Anthony, W. S., Col. Fraser, H., Capt 

Bambridge, W. J., Capt. Gallic, J. G. E., Capt. 
Bamford, R. M., Capt. Gamble, H., Lt-Col. 

Barry, D. J., Lt.-Col. Gavin, F. C., Major 

Bartlett, E. B., Lt. Col. Gibbs, H. E., Lt-Col. 

Beck, D’A. S., Major Gillett, E. S., Major 

Bennett, S. C. J., Capt. Going, J., Capt. 

Bett, R. F., Major Gooderidge, R. A., Major 

Blenkinsop, L. J., Maj.Gen. Grainger, J. K., Major 
Blyth, D., Capt. Greene, D. C., Capt 

Bolton, D. Lt.-Col. Greenfield, H., Lt-CoL 

Bone, H , Capt. Harris, C. B. M., Col, 

Bostock, A., Major Harrison, J., Major 

Brew, A. J. Capt Hayes, F. B., Major 

Brogan, E. H., Lusaka, Heaney, W. H., Capt 
N. Rhodesia Hearne, E. P., Major 
Brown, E., Lt.-Col. Higgins, R. H. C., Capt. 

Budge, G. T. F., Capt. Hilliard, J. J., Major 

Burndred, E. J. Capt. Hogg, F., Capt 

Cooper, H., Capt. Holmes, R. H., Col. 

Culnane, J. M., Capt. Holmes, R. P., Capt 

Danels, L, Capt. Holness, H. J., Major 

Davidson, G. W., Capt. Horner, A. L., Major 
Davies, D. G., Capt. Horton, F. F., Cairo, Egypt 

Dawson, J. McU, Howard. P., Capt. 

Hon. Capt. Howe, W. B., Capt. 
Dibben, H. C., Lt.-Col. James, W. H., Capt. 
Dickinson, W. A., Capt. Jar vie, B. A., Capt. 

Dykes, A. F., Capt. Jerrom, J. H. G., Capt. 

Eassie, F. P., Brig.-Gen. Jelbart, W. A., Major 

Edgar, J , Capt. Keane, J. S- Lieut. 

Edwards, W. B., Lt-Col. Kellett, T. H., Capt 
Fail, F., Lt.-Col. Killelea, M. J., Capt. 

Faitnfull, T. J., Lt-Col. Kirby, H., Major 
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Knowles, R. H. Capt. 
Lalor, A. G. E., Capt. 
Larnder, E. W., Col. 
Lawrie, A. S., Major 
Lewis, T. J., Capt. 

Lewis, H. D., Major 
Little, R. S. Capt. 

Lomas, C. K. 

Lowe, H. J., Capt. 

Lowe, W. C., Lt.-Col. 
Macartney, W. St. J. F., 
Capt. 

Macdonald, D., Major 
McGowan, J. A. B., Col. 
Mackenzie, W. J. E., Capt. 
Marriott, S. W., Capt. 
MartiD, E. E., Lt.-Col. 
Matthews, R. C., Major 
Melhuish, F. W., M»jor 
Mellard, R. W., Major 
Metivier, H. V. M., Capt. 
Mettam, R. W. M., Capt. 
Minett, F. C., Capt. 
Mitchell, W. M., Capt. 
Moore, J., Major 
Morton, W. F., Capt. 
Mosley, H. S., Lt.-Col. 
Murray, C. A., Major 
Neale. W. R., Major 
Newsom, A. C., Col. 
Nicholas, A. V., Capt. 
Nicholas, B. J. W., Capt. 
Nicholas, J., Lt.-Col. 
Nicholas, T. A., Major 
Nicholson, E., Capt. 

Nichol, W. H., Lt.-Col. 
Northcott, C. S., Capt. 
O'Carroll, J., Capt. 

Olver, A., Col. 

O’Neill, A.. Capt. 

O’Rorke, F. C., Major 
Orr, D. E., Capt. 

Pallin, S. F. G., Major 
Pallin, W. A., Col. 

Peatt, E. S. W., Capt 
Perrin, C. W., Capt. 
Plunkett, J. J., Capt. 
Porrett, J. E., Capt. 
Porteous, R., Major 
Probyn, F. S., Major 
Pryer, A. A., Major 
Pugh, L. P., Lieut. 


Rainey, J. W., Major 
Rees-Mogg, G., Major 
Reynolds, E. B., 

London, N.W 
Richardson, J., Capt. 
Rippon, S. R., Capt. 

Rose, C., Major 
Rudd, T. W., Lt.-Col. 
Rutherford, C., Col. 
Russell, E. C., Major 
Ryan, C. J. C., Capt. 
Ryan, H. T., Major 
Schofield, W. E., Major 
Scott, R., Capt. 

Sewell, E. J. B., Capt. 
Shaw, G. K , Capt. 

Shea, T. L, Major 
Shipley, W., Capt. 

Smith, A., Lt.-Col. 

Smith, F., Maj.-Gen. 
Smith, J. M., Capt. 

Smith,W. Dunlop, Lt.-Co 
Sou tar, J. J. M., Capt. 
Sparling, P. S., Capt. 
Steele, L. L., Capt. 

Steel, C. E., Major 
Steevenson, J. R., Major 
Stewart, H. A., Major 
Stockman, Sir S., Board o 
Agricultun 
Stow, R. J., Capt. 
Swanston, A. N. M., Majo 
Tapley, J. J. B, Major 
Taylor, T. T., Capt. 
Thomas, F. W. H., Major 
Thomson, H, Maj.-Gen. 
Tillyard, G, Major 
Tindle, R., Major 
Todd, A. G., Lt.-Col. 
Townsend, C. H. S., Capt 
Turner, P. J., Capt. 

Turner, P. R., Capt 
Verney, L. N., Major 
Walker, W. H., Major 
Walsh, M. P., Major 
Weir, F. J., Capt. 

Williams, A. J., Lt.-Col. 
Williamson, G., Major 
Williamson, D. M., Major 
Wilson, F. W. Col. 

Young, J. E., Capt. 

-£180 12s 


Andrews, A. H., Capt. 

R.A.V.C. 

Blunsom, W., Cirencester 
Bushman, G. A., London, 
N.l. 

Elder, W. A., Swaziland, 
South Africa 
Flynn, M. J., London,N.W. 
Forbes, W. G., Kilmar¬ 
nock 

Golding, W. W., Hertford 
Goldsmith, W.W., Hitchin, 
Herts. 

Gunning, O. V., Capt. 

R.A.V.C. 

llogben, H. P., Folkestone 
Jelbart, G. H., Stow on- 
the-Wold 

Jones, R., Towyn 
J^ggett, H., Middlesbor- 
ough 


Lloyd, L. W. Wynn, Car¬ 
narvon 

McIntosh, J. W., London, 
N.W. 

Norman, G. D., West Town 
Somerset 

Parkin, H. J., East Ham 
Peggie, W. W., Biggar 
Powell, C. A., Woburn 
Rucker, E. A., London, 

N.W. 

Sayer, B., Newport 
Shaw, W. F., London, N. 
Trigger, R. C., Newcastle- 
under-Lyne 
Vincent, P., Romford 
West, B. M. R., London, 
W.C. 

Wilkinson, H. E., Great 

Yarmouth 
Feb. Jfth. - £27 6s. 


Bowes, H. G., Leeds 
Chambers, F., 

Wolverhampton 
Devine, W. J. B., J/.C., 

Birmingham 
Dotchin, W., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne 

Foreman, R. J., London,N. 
Lalor, A. B., Sleaford, 

Lines. 

Lindsay, F., Crossgar 


Martin, J., jun., Newport 
Peele, H., Durham 
Penhale, R. E. L, 

Torrington 
Whittam, B., Bury, Lancs. 
Widden, W. F., London,W. 

_Pl o i9 q 

Fwd. Jan. 31 £382 4s! 


£602 14 0 
Feb. 11th. - 


WAR HONOURS. 

The King has given orders for the following appoint¬ 
ments and rewards for services rendered in connexion 
with the military operations in Russia (dated Nov. 11. 
1919). 

ARCHANGEL. 

The Most Excellent Order of the British Empire. 
O.B.E. (Military Division) 

* * * * 

Lake, Maj. (A/Lt.-Col.) B. L., d.s.o. 

M.B.E (Military Division). 

* * * * 

Higgins, Capt. R. H. C. 

SOUTH RUSSIA. 

The Most Excellent Order of the British Empire. 
O.B.E. (Military Division). 

* * * * 

Owen, T/Capt.) (T/Maj.) It., m.b.e. 

The names of the following have been brought to the 
notice of the Secretary of State for War, for valuable 
and distinguished fervices rendered in connexion with 
operations in Russia (dated Nov. 11,1919) 

ARCHANGEL. 

***** 

Lake, Maj. (A/Lt.-Col.) B. L., d.s.o. 

Macpberson, T/Lt., C. 

MURMANSK. 

* * * * 

Thompson, Maj. A. J. 

SOUTH RUSSIA. 

* * * * 

Owen, T/Capt. (T/Maj.) R., m.b.e. 

PERSIA. 

The names of the following have been brought to the 
notice of the Secretary of State for War (dated June 3, 
1919):— 

* * * * 

Bosworth, T/Capt. T. J. 

Morris, T/Capt. J. P. A. 

Ward, Capt. (T/Maj.) J. A. 

The War Office announce the following casualty :— 
Died.— Maynard, Capt. F. O. 

The names of the following are to be added to those 
brought to the notice of the Secretary of State for War 
for valuable services rendered in connection with the 
War, which were published in the Press Communique , 
dated Aug. 28, 1919 :— 

* * * * 

Bowler, Capt. E., Can. A..V.C. 

Sear, Qrmr. and Hon. Capt. F. T., Can. A.V.C. 
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ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extraots from London Gazette 

Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps 
War Office, Whitehall, Jan. 29. 

Capt. E. G. Turner, d.s.o., relinquishes actg. rank of Maj. 
on ceasing to hold appt. of D.A.D.V.S. (April 21, 
1919). 

Jan. 30. 

Maj. W. W. R. Neale, o.b.e., relinquishes the actg. rank 
of Lt.-Col. on ceasing to hold the appt. of A.D.V.S. 
(May 2, 1919)(substituted for notfication in Gazette of 
Nov. 29, 1919) 

(’apt. and Bt. Maj. W. N. Rowston relinquishes the temp, 
rank of Maj. (April 30, 1919). (Substituted for the 
notification in the Gazette of Oct. 30, 1919). 

Capt. and Bt. Maj. W. N. Rowston to be actg. Maj. 
whilst holding the appt. of D.A.D.V.S. from May 12 
to June 15,1919. 

Feb. 2. 

Maj. W. E. Schofield, o b.e., relinquishes the act. rank 
of Lt.-Col. on ceasing to hold the appt. of A.D.V.S. 
(Jan. 7). 

The following Capts. are seed, for servise with the 
Egyptian Army (Dec. 6, 1919) H. Bone, m.c., T. 
Menzies. 

Feb. 3. 

The following temp. Capts. relinquish their commns. on 
completion of service, and retain the rank of Capt.:— 
R. B. Catt, (Dec. 10, 1919) ; E. K. Smith (Dec. 27, 
1919); F. Airey (Jan. 6) 


Feb. 6. 

Maj. and Bt. Lt.-Col. E. J. Wadley, c.b.e., d.s.o., relin¬ 
quishes the actg rank of Lt.-Col. on ceasing to hold 
the appt. of A.D.V.S. (Maj 3, 1919). 

Capt. H. A. Stewart relinquishes the temp, rank of Maj. 
on ceasing to be specially empld. (A'pril 20, 1919) 
(substituted for the notification in the Gazette of Sept. 
17, 1819). 

Temp. Capt. H. L. Forbes relinquishes his commn. on 
completion of service (Dec. 27, 1919), and retains the 
rank of Capt. 

Feb. 9. 

The following temp. Capts. relinquish their commns. on 
completion of service, and retain rank of Capt. :—I. 
E. Croken (Nov. 26,1919); F. J. Braund, J. F. Lavery 
(Dec. 10,1919) ; W. B. Davidson, J. L. Heffron (Dec’ 
27, 1919). 


Personal. 

The betrothal is announced of Capt. Richard Wynne 
Williams, R.A.V.C. (t.f.), second son of E. Wynne Wil¬ 
liams, Esq.j Plas Gwyn, Dolgelly, Merionethshire, to 
Sylvia Come, younger daughter of Mr. and Mrs. P. C. 
Woolston, St. John’s House, Bedford. 


OBITUARY. 

W. Newton Dobbino, m.r.c.v.s., Darlington. 

Graduated May, 1891 Lond. 
Died 3rd February, 1920. Aged 53. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Period. 

Rabies. 

Cases 

Confrmd 

a 'jjf 

o ,5 a 

fi o< 

Anthrax 

Foot- 

and-Mouth 

Disease. 

Glanders, f 

Parasitic 

Mange. 

Sheep 

Scab. 

(b) 

Swine Fever. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(a) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(b) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 
breaks 
( a ) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(b) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(a) 

Slaugh¬ 
tered. • 

Gt. BRITAIN. 

Week ended Feb. 7 



16 

20 

2 

143 

2 

2 

149 

267 

16 

41 

12 

Corresponding 
week in 

1919 

1918 

1917 



3 

6 

16 

6 

6 

17 

2 

56 


3 

154 

157 

85 

282 

288 

181 

20 

13 

29 

17 

12 

41 

2 

3 

12 

Total for 6 weeks, 1920 

2 


59 

68 

26 

1420 

5 

8 

986 

1849 

156 

264 

94 

Corresponding 
period in 

f. 1919 
1918 
1917 

15 

1 

26 

41 

84 

SO 

50 

89 

14 

800 

2 

_4 

3 

7 

1022 

919 

524 

2167 

1825 

1107 

123 

126 

203 

103 

96 

234 

86 

30 

84 


(a Confirmed, (b) Reported by Local Authorities. t Counties affected, Janimals attacked :—Londan 1, Surrey 1. 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Feb. 10, 1920 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 


IRELAND. 

Week ended Feb. 7 

\ 1919 

Corresponding 1 .g.q 

Week m ) 1917 !!. 

... 

... 

• •• 

... 



Outbreaks 

1 

9 



... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

6 

3 

1 

2 

8 

36 

Total for 6 weeks, 1921 

Corresponding I 

period in j 

3 

1919 ... 

1918 ... 

1917 ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

i 

2 

22 

60 

m 

4 

i 

i 

... 

... 

... 

... 

17 

24 

6 

78 

74 

92 


13 

1 

126 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Feb. 9,1920 
Non.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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Man-Power. 

The question of what should be the numerioal 
strength of our profession to meet the national re¬ 
quirements has recently been raised. It would be 
a very difficult one at any time, and is especially so 
now in view of the many uncertainties in toe nation¬ 
al prospects. 

It is possible to over-rate the importance of an 
introductory question that has also been asked— 
whether the profession was under-manned in 1914 
and previously. We have already seen important 
changes, with the probability of others to follow, so 
that any comparisons with pre-war conditions are 
of doubtful value. To recognise and estimate the 
new condition will be more helpful. There are 
some we can see, though we can hardly yet judge 
their importance and permanence; and on these 
we must assess our needs in man-power as best we 
can. 

Undoubtedly there is a larger field for private 
veterinary practice among farm stock following the 
recognition of the necessity of greater home produc¬ 
tion. That field may fairly be expected to remain 
and to expand. Undoubtedly, also, there will be 
an increased call for graduates for the veterinary 
public service at home. These indications are in 
one direction. There are others which point differ¬ 
ently. 

Motors have not yet completed their inroads 
upon horse labour. A considerable part of private 
practice dependent upon the luxuries of the well-to- 
do is now more or less at a discount for an indefi¬ 
nite period. The establishment of high-class vet¬ 
erinary schools in several of our possessions over¬ 
seas will reduce if not entirely destroy the demand 
for our graduates there in a not distant future. The 
present inorease in unqualified practitioners, and 
the difficulties met by some demobilised graduates 
seeking employment, must also be considered; 
though against the last point we have the fact that 
the country has not yet fairly settled down. 

The mere recital of these points shows that the 
question is a complex and dubious one. Not many 
men possess the special knowledge fitting them to 
deal with it; and, of those who do, it is probable 
that few have yet seriously attempted to thihk it 
out. On this account it hardly seems suitable for 
discussion at societies’ meetings, which might very 
likely tend to further confuse rather than to eluci¬ 
date it. Yet it is a question which members would 
do well to consider closely, watching the signs of 
the times meanwhile. Just now those signs are 
distinctly conflicting, and we must await further 
developments. 


LUMBAR PARALYSIS IN THE COW. 

By Henry B. Eve, m.r.c.v.s., Folkestone. 

Subject. Red and white cow, aged about 6 years, 
in moderate condition. 

History. The cow had calved unaided three days 
previously, a live calf (fourth). I found her on ar¬ 
rival in a loose-box, not chewing the cud, and una¬ 
ble to rise. Subject appeared quite restful, pulse 
good, no rise of temperature or coma present. 
Owner had tailwormed her, injected udder, and ap¬ 
plied Elliman’s embrooation, mustard and vinegar 
plaster to spine, ironed the same ; but was unable 
to get her up even with the attendance of a dog. 
The cow had cleansed all right, and owner had sy¬ 
ringed out the “ uterus ” with Condy’s fluid, given 
Epsom salts, and various patent medicines—unsuc¬ 
cessfully. 

Diagnosis. Lumbar paralysis. Prognosis :— 
Doubtful, wait and see. Advised treatment, 

Treatment. Gave Ammon, oarb., and Nuois vom¬ 
ica in ale twioe daily. I had oow turned over twice 
daily, and blistered (cantharides) both hocks as re¬ 
commended by “ Horst Tempel ” ; washed off the 
dressing to spine used by owner and applied emol¬ 
lient dressing as it was sore. Passed catheter, and 
drew off a quantity of urine, and left in position 
(stitched to skin) to save visits, as place was a long 
way off, and client was not fond of paying vets fees, 
being inclined to kill it instead. Three days after I 
revisited, animal still unable to rise, blistered hocks 
again severely, gave hyp. in j. of cardiac tonic (Parke, 
Davis and Co.) digitalin, spartein and strychnine, 
and continued ammon. oarb. and nux vomica treat¬ 
ment—the latter drug given in large doses. 

She was given roots, linseed cake, and usual feed, 
and treacle water to drink, to counteract constipa¬ 
tion. 

Result. Cow got up eventually at the end of ten 
days, and has done well since, so the owner states, 
which I was pleased to hear. 


DYSTOKIA IN A COW. 

Due to presence op a Celosomian Monstrosity. 

Species: Schibtosomus Replexus. 

Oq Christmas evening 1919, I was called to a 
crossbred British Friesian cow, which had been in 
labour with her second calf for several hours, and 
had been straining violently. 

Examination showed a mass consisting of large 
and small intestines and mesentery protruding 
from the lips of the vulva, the cowman naturally 
said “ the cow’s inside was coming out ” ; close in¬ 
spection of the parts fortunately proved that they 
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were portions of the abdominal viscera of the foetus. 
Having removed the foetal intestines, stomach, and 
other abdominal viscera, the cause of the dystokia 
was easily recognised as due to an example of a 
species of celosomian monstrosity, the schistosomus 
reflexus, the foetus in the posterior presentation. 
Further examination revealed a mass of muscles 
and bone, entirely devoid of hair or skin, tightly 
wedged below the pubic brim of the oow. 

In this mass of substanoe certain boney structures 
could be detected and identified. Several vertebrae 
which belonged to the sacral and lumbar portions 
of the inverted spinal column were removed. 

After a little while a sharp and a blunt embryo¬ 
tomy hook were fixed into the pelvio girdle of the 
foetus and the mass raised above the pubic brim of 
the oow towards the vagina. 

Having discovered the heart, which was ectopic, 
but in which pulsation could not be detected, it was 
removed, then three ribs were removed and the 
lungs taken out; finally a double jointed hook was 
inserted into the mass, and the hind portion of the 
monstrosity brought into the vagina. 

With a little more work and patience the foetus 
was extracted, it weighed 4 stone 61b. The cow 
was on her feet in less than half an hour afterwards, 
and she made an uneventful recovery. 

Enclosed please find photographs of the monstro¬ 
sity. One photo shows the anterior extremity of 
the foetus. In it one will notioe the short wide faoe 
and nose (Perocephalus brachyrhynohus) the short 
neck, the well developed shoulders, which remind 
one of the face and chest of a bull dog. This photo 
also shews the position of the hind limbs which 
will be noticed are placed dose to the neck and fore 
limbs in a reduplicature of skin. 

The other photo shews the posterior extremity of 
the foetus with the exposed abdominal viscera and 
the reduplicated skin, which encompasses the thighs 
buttocks, and tail. 

Although we know this particular species of 
monstrosity is not rare in the cow, nevertheless, in 
a great number of instances, extensive embryotomy 
is necessary in order to extract the foetus ; in con¬ 
sequence of which a photograph sometimes reveals 
considerable unavoidable mutilation of the specimen 
and which detracts in a measure from the value 
of the print as a pictorial record of one of the causes 
of dystokia, which one encounters in country prac¬ 
tice. 

Ipswich, Horace L. Roberts, f.r.c.v.b. 

Jany. 1920. 


comprised (a) some foetuses which yielded sterile 
cultures, (6) others from which colonies which re¬ 
sembled the bacillus coli or other related bacilli 
grew rapidly, and (c) others which yielded pure 
cultures of spirilli. In fourteen cases from which 
spirilli were isolated in pure cultures, it was impos¬ 
sible to isolate Bang’s bacillus. In these cases the 
lesions were situated by preference, but not exclu¬ 
sively, in the foetal membranes. The foetus was 
more rarely infected. 

The spirilli penetrate through the digestive and 
respiratory mucous membranes when the foetus 
swallows amniotic liquid. Less frequently, the 
spirilli are found disseminated in the organism by 
means of the circulation. 

Cultures are only obtained when the supply of 
oxygen is scanty, for which reason it is necessary 
to olose the tubes with paraffin or wax. The small 
experimental animals are refractory to infection. 

In the course of his researob, Smith found Bang’s 
bacillus in twenty-seven cases of infectious abortion, 
and the spirillum in fourteen cases; but he never 
encountered an association of these two micro-or¬ 
ganisms. The spirillum was never isolated from 
primiparous animals, but only in second and in sub¬ 
sequent pregnancies .—(La Clinica VeWiinaria). 

W.R.C. 

(This work of Smith's is mentioned in the article 
by W. Cotton, an abstract of which appeared in the 
V.R. for January 17th, 1920, page 327 .—Transl.) 


Anglo-Franco-Belgian Veterinary Relief Fund 
British Committee. 

Registered under the War Charities Act , 1910. 
Chairman : 

F. W. Garnett, j.p., m.r.c.v.8. 

Hon. Treasurers : 

Jno. A.W. Dollar, m.r.c.v.8. T. Salisbury Price, m.r.o.v.s. 
Hon. Secretaries : 

Sir Stewart Stockman, m.r c.v.8. Fred Bullock. 


To the Editor of “The Veterinary Record.” 

Sir,—We should be glad if you would kindly give 
publicity to the enclosed translation of a letter received 
from Prof. Vallee. Chairman of the French Committee 
dealing with the funds which were collected for the re¬ 
lief of veterinary surgeons in devastated regions of Bel¬ 
gium and north France. As the British Committee has 
concluded its work, and will not hold any further meet¬ 
ing, this is the only means we have of making public 
this very kind letter of thanks.—Yours faithfully, 


Stewart Stockman, 
Fred Bullock, 


Hon. Secs. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Spirillar Abortion in Cattle. 

E. Smith reported his researches upon this ques¬ 
tion in the Journal of Experimental Medicine for 
1918. In an epidemic of infectious abortion, he en¬ 
countered a considerable number of cases in which 
it was not possible to isolate Bang’s bacillus from 
the foetus and from the plaoenta. These cases 


Comite Anglo-American-Franco Belge dk Secouhs 
Vktkrinaire. 

Sirs,—Our Treasurers, Messrs. Asselin and Houzeau, 
have already acknowledged receipt of your kind remit¬ 
tance of the 3rd November, 1919. 

At the last full meeting, our Committee entrusted to 
me the duty of expressing to the British Committee 
their very sincere and heartfelt gratitude for the kindly 
and active assistance they have so willingly given to our 
common task. 
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Minimum Fees. 

Visits :—Within one mile of the Surgery 3 6 

Mileage—pne way from Surgery 1 6 

Passing visit—one half visit minimum 3 6 

Night visits—from 6 to 8 p.m. add 60% ; 

8 p.m. to 6 a.m. add 100% 

£ Additional animals examined 2/6 optional 

Examining animal at Surgery 3 6 

Operations -.—Parturition, mares, simple cases 110 

protracted cases 2 £ 0 
Parturition, cows £1 Is.; protracted cases 2 2 0 
„ sows 10/6; bitches 5 0 

Removing placenta, mares 10/6 ; cows 7 6 

Milk fever, udder injection 6 0 

Intratracheal injection, calves 10/6 ; horses 3 6 
Anti-abortion inoculation 2 6 

Other vaccine or serum inoculation, 
plus 60% to cost of serum or vaccine 
Other hypodermic injections 2 61 

Mallein test, plus all the visits 7 6 

(Fee includes cost of the mallein) 

Tuberculin test (per head) 2 6 

Ringing bull (ring extra) 3 6 

Docking, 10/6 for 2 ; 6/- for 3rd and over; foals 5 0 
Other major operations Buch as tracheotomy. 

trephining, etc. 11 0 

Raising and slinging horse 10/6 \ 

hire of sling per week 5 0 
Castrations Colts, under 2 years, 1 gn. up to 

3; 6 ® 15/-; over 3 years and upwards 2 2 0 
Cryptorchids 3 3 0 

Bulls, yearling 5/*; over 2 years 10 0 

Calves, 2/6 each ; over 5 1/6 each 
Dogs, 5/-; cats 6 0 

Umbilical and scrotal hernia 110 

Returning uterus, cows 1 gn.; mares 2 2 0 
Dressing teeth 5 0 

Post-mortem, large animal. 10/6 certif.: 10 6 

small animal 6 0 

Expert evidence, small debt Court 1 1 0 

do. Sheriff Court 2 2 0 

Board and treatment for dogs, per week 10 6 


Examinations for Insurance Companies to be * 
done at the rates fixed from time to time 
by the N.V.M. Association. (See published 
list). 

Examination of a horse for soundness 110 

At sales 10/6 certif.: 10 6 

Mileage and Visit charged unless when stated. 
Waiting, 10/-per hour : Chloroforming 10 6 

MedicinesColic and lever draughts, 3/- ; 

cattle drenches 2 0 

Lotions (8 oz.) 2/6 ; liniments (8 oz.) 2 6 

Blister (4 oz.) 6/-; 1/6 per oz.; (2 oz.) 1/6 per oz. 
Blister oil (1 oz.) 2/-; skin dressing (1 quart) 5 0 
Powders (per doz.) 6/-; balls (each) 1 6 

Pessaries (each) 2/-; ointments (per oz.) 1 0 

Contracts :— 

1 to 6 horses, l£ gns.; with medicine 2 2 0 

5 to 25 „ 1 „ „ 1 11 6 

25 to 50 „ 15/- „ 15 0 

50 to 100 „ 12/6 „ 110 

100 horses and upwards 10 0 

Examinations for soundness 110 

Neil H. MaoAlister, m.r.c.v.s., 
January, 1920. Secretary. 

On the motion of Mr. Milligan, seconded by Mr. 
Edgar, the Scale of Fees was definitely adopted. 

It was decided to circulate the scale of fees among the 
members, and to have it signed and inserted in the 
minutes. 

The President proposed that a Committee be 
appointed to draw up and report on Bye-laws. The 


Committee appointed the President. Vice-President, 
Secretary, Mr. Milligan, and Mr. Allan. The Vice- 
President to be Convener. 

The President proposed the same Committee to act 
as Fees Committee. 

The President proposed, and Mr. Lindsay seconded, 
that the Society affiliate with the National, and recom¬ 
mended all members to join. 

GENERAL ANAESTHESIA. 

By A. Edgar, m.r.c.v.s. Whithorn. 

By the passing of the Animal Anaesthetics Bill the 
subject of General Anaesthesia has been brought very 
rominently before the profession. Not only has it been 
rought before the profession but it has been brought 
prominently before the public, and in the future all 
members of the profession will have to practise it in all 
major operations. 

In bringing this subject before you. all that I can 
claim is a long experience of the administration of 
Chloroform, particularly to the horse. I have used it 
regularly for 30 years in such operations as parturition, 
eversion of uterus in mares, castration of rig horses, 
operating for poll evil, fistulous withers, neurotomy, 
quittor, and all operations of a painful nature. It is one 
of the simplest operations we have, and if a little care is 
exercised it is one of the safest. 

In reading some of the veterinary papers I see some 
members of the profession have (< got the wind up” be¬ 
cause they think it necessary to have someone to 
administer the drug while they operate. Now in coun¬ 
try practice, such a thing is out of the question. No doubt 
it would be much simpler if we had someone to assist 
us; but in my opinion all we want is a man with his wits 
about him, and one who will act up to our instructions. 

If we get a parturition case in the middle of the 
night—as very often happens in Country districts, it is 
impossible to send away 10 or 15 miles for a qualified 
assistant. We have to tackle the whole job alone * and 
if we can do that with the animal under chloroform, 
then we can do most other operations without assistance. 

With regard to the Anaesthetics used, I have never 
used anything but Chloroform, and am quite satisfied 
with it. I have no experience of A.C.E. mixture or 
Ether. Where there is no urgent demand for an oper¬ 
ation the animal should be kept from food or water for 
24 hours; you will find that an animal which has an 
empty stomach will take less Chloroform and go over 
sooner than one that has not been prepared. The animal 
should also be well handled if it is an unbroken one: 
this prevents undue excitement, and makes it a good deal 
easier for the operator. 

There are two ways of administering Chloroform to 
horses. The first by casting the animal with hobbles or 
side lines and securing it in the ordinary way; the second 
by administering the drug in the standing position. I 
have practised both ways, and as I prefer the former 
method I will describe that first. 

Having secured the animal in the usual way, with his 
back up the hill, get a good man to keep down his head, 
by resting the knees on the neck. Now put on the muz¬ 
zle (Cox’s) over the upper jaw, tie it tightly at the top; 
then put 2 oz of Chloroform on a sponge or white fine 
cloth, place it in the lower end of the muzzle, and tighten 
up the drawing string. As soon as you have this done 
the animal will struggle, and possibly throw the man off 
his head, and get on to his breast. You may allow him 
to sit in this position for a minute, or pull him down. 
He m*y repeat the struggling for a minute or two, but 
will soon settle down. As soon as he begins to Bhow 
symptoms of going to sleep pull out the tongue, and if 
he is going over he will allow it to remain there. I 
usually flick the tongue with my finger, this will indi¬ 
cate whether or not he is losing Bensation. Some 
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authorities on this subject recommend tying the tongue 
to the bridle to prevent it falling back in throat and 
causing suffocation. I never do this, as I find that if the 
animal is kept under the influence of the drug he will 
never pull in the tongue. I use it as a “tell-tale” and 
instruct the man who is assisting me to watch that he 
does not pull it in; if he does, give a little more Chloro¬ 
form and pull the tongue out again, next direct your at¬ 
tention to the eye, for you will fina that it is the last to 
lose sensibility to pain. When there is no reflex from 
the eye, you may open the muzzle at the bottom and 
take out the cloth or sponge: you may now get ready for 
your operatioD l but you will find that, to begin with, 
your patient will soon come out of |the first dose, and 
may begin to struggle again. Put a smaller quantity on 
this time, say £ oz, replace in muzzle, and as soon as be 
is over again begin your operation, instructing your man 
to give a little more, taking care to remove the cloth as 
soon as he goes over. 

Another way of administering the drug is by sprinkl¬ 
ing it on a fine towel and simply holding it over both 
nostrils, this is probably the safest method, but my ob¬ 
jection to it is that if the horse struggles he throws the 
towel off and has to be pulled down again before the 
towel can be re-applied. It takes longer but there is not 
the same danger of giving an overdose or of suffocation. 
Of course it wastes the Chloroform. 

Administration while standing. I do not favour the 
standing method of giving chloroform. The animal may 
submit quietly to the process—in the majority of cases 
they do, but at times you will meet with one that will 
become violent, rear, plunge and fall backwards. If in 
a loose box he is likely to fall in a corner or other awk¬ 
ward position. If I do it at all I do it in a level green 
field and, as a rule, I put on the side lines, and give in¬ 
structions to my assistants that if he shows signs of be¬ 
coming violent just to pull him down and to do the 
same when he begins to swing and stagger. Without 
the side lines he usually staggers about, fails, and tries 
‘ up again, and might injure himself. 

S ou decide to do it standing, you proceed with the 
e and sponge as in the cast method. When the 
operation is about completed the inhaler is removed and 
the ropes taken off. Some authorities recommend keep¬ 
ing the ropes on till consciousness has returned, in case 
of the animal attempting to rise before he can support 
himself. I always take the ropes off at once, allow no 
one near him but the man at the halter, and let him lie 
until he takes the notion himself to get up. Very rarely 
will he get up until he can stand. He will certainly 
stagger a bit, but he soon gains his equilibrium. Don't 
house him until he is quite steady ; watch also that he 
does not begin to eat too soon. As a rule the first thing 
an animal does after getting to his feet is to pull a mouth- 
full of grass. Don’t allow this or any other food for at 
least half an hour, in case of choking. 

Unfavourable results are very uncommon in our pa¬ 
tients. Occasionally you get a blistered nostril, and, 
may be, a slight discharge therefrom. I have never seen 
any ill-effects of chloroform except in two cases, and these 
cases were either chloroform poisoning, or what is des¬ 
cribed by Prof. Hobday as hypostatic congestion of lungs, 
I can’t say which. The symptoms in both cases did not 
appear till four or five days after the giving of the chlor¬ 
oform, and were not of an urgent nature. Quick breath¬ 
ing and pulse, no temperature, duller and not feeding so 
well as usual: recovery in two or three days. One ani¬ 
mal was four hours under the drug and had two pounds 
of it, the other was two hours and had about a pound of 
chloroform. Both were parturition cases. 

Sometimes when the operation has been a prolonged 
one an animal will sit up on its sternum and look as if it 
would be on its feet in a few minutes, then he will sud¬ 


denly drop over on his side and have another sleep. 
There need be no cause for alarm. So long as the breath¬ 
ing keeps normal he will soon waken up again. 


Mr. Lindsay thanked the President for his able 
address. Mr. Edgar, he said, omitted to mention 
bovines ; had he any experience. He operated on a race 
horse once, and found that the animal lost speed, which 
he attributed to the chloroform. He also had a case of 
a two-year-old rig that attempted vomition when he 
got up, but this soon passed, and he got all right. 

Mr. Milligan said he used chloroform with great 
success in bovines. 

Mr. Waddell said he thought bad results were due 
largely to bad chloroform. 

Mr. Edgar, in reply, said he used chloroform in 
bovines with good results, especially in cases of eversion 
of the uterus and in calving. 

The following new members were proposed :—Messrs. 
MacMaster, Stoneykirk; Caldwell, Stranraer; MacEwan, 
Wigtown ; Medlock, County Vety. Inspector. Dumfries. 

It was agreed that the next meeting be held in July. 

The meeting terminated with a vote of thanks to the 
Chairman. 

Neil H MacAlistbr, Hon. Sec. and Treas. 


The Early History of the Medical Department 
of the Local Government Board. 

[It has been suggested that the following outline* 
taken from the pages of The Brit. Med. Journal , 
of the long struggle of the medical profession for the 
right to use their knowledge and abilities in the service 
of the community in the control of public health, will be 
of interest to many of our readers. There are still 
some amongst us who will remember that some of our 
ablest men had aspired and hoped for a share in this 

ublic health work, and how the visitation of 1866 

rought into notice both the necessity for control of 
animal diseases, and the ability of the profession to 
deal with the problem. Since that time there has been 
an ever increasing knowledge of disease—in man and 
in the lower animals : yet in the recent establishment 
of a Ministry of Health, the knowledge and abilities 
of veterinary men have been “cold-shouldered” in a 
similar way to those of the able and enthusiastic public 
health pioneers of more than half a century ago.] 

It may be useful to recall some of the facts relating 
to the early days of the Medical Department of the late 
Local Government Board, and how the intention of 
those responsible in 1871, for setting up a new Central 
Health Authority was defeated by the Board itself, and 
a great opportunity thus lost for improving the national 
health. 

It is undeniable that this unhappy result was, to a 
large extent, due to the unfortunate combination of pub¬ 
lic health with the relief of the poor in the work assigned 
to the new Board. The old Poor Law Board furnished 
the Local Government Board’s first president, secretary, 
and assistant secretaries : moreover, almost the whole 
clerical staff, along with the Poor Law inspectors, were 
transferred from the old to the new Board. The Local 
Government Board was thus, practically, the old Poor 
Law Board under a new name. The latter Board htul 
had no medical department or medical adviser of its 
own, though it had been obvious for some time to com¬ 
petent observers that such a department was urgently 
required, if the interests of the sick poor were to receive 
due attention. The Medical staff of the Privy Counoil. 
from 1858 to 1871 the central health authority for England 
and Wales, was transferred to the Local Government 





402 


THE VETERINARY RECORD February 21, 1920 


Board under Mr. (afterwards Sir John) Simon, its chief 
medical officer, of whom it may with truth be said that 
he did more than any other worker of the Victorian era 
to prevent disease and to prolong life. He had been 
medical officer of health for the City of London, and had 
been appointed later medical officer to the Central Board 
of Health, and, still later, to the Privy Council. For 
more than twenty years, therefore, before be came to 
the Local Government Board he had been busily engaged 
in sanitary administration and had acquiredan unrivalled ! 
experience in preventive medicine. He brought with 
him to the Board in 1871 a brilliant group of nine devo¬ 
ted workers, each a specialist in some branch of public 
health. Among the best known were Seaton, Buchanan, 
Netten Radcliffe, Thorne, Ballard, Blaxall. and Dr. 
(afterwards Sir) Anthony Home, v.c. A little later 
William Henry Power joined them. 

Simon himself was an F.R.S., and four othero of his 
small band of medical inspectors subsequently received 
this blue riband of science. Three of them also ultimate¬ 
ly succeeded, one after the other, to the office of medical 
officer to the Board, one receiving a knighthood and the 
other two the K.C.B. These facts show the high quality 
of the men who were the first members of the Board’s 
Medical Department. 

As far back as 1854 Simon bad drawn up a scheme 
for the formation of a “ Ministry of Health ” m which 
investigation of industrial diseases and the supervision 
and regulation of unwholesome conditions of employment 
Jound a place along with other matters for improving 
the health of the nation. When the Local Government 
Board was established the more thoughtful sanitary re¬ 
formers of the time had misgivings as to the effects that 
might follow upon the conjunction of public health with 
the administration of the Poor Law. It was confidently 
expected, however, that separate secretaries would be 
appointed for each of the two branches of the work, that 
tnerefore the two interests would not clash, and that 
Mr. Simon would have the same liberty of action and 
powers of initiation in regard to the medical policy and 
work of the Board as he had when at the Privy Council. 
Unfortunately for public health the president concentra¬ 
ted the duties in the hands of one secretary, the previous 
secretary of the Poor Law Board. By statute the new 
Board was empowered to delegate the exercise of its 
powers to its secretariat, and Mr. Simon was informed 
that his department was only to be used for consultation 
or for special inquiries, and that in all cases these in¬ 
quiries would have first to be sanctioned by the secre¬ 
tary or by an assistant secretary. The effect of this was, 
practically, that Simon could take no action without the 
written permission of the secretariat. The groundwork 
of his plan for immediately improving the sanitary con¬ 
dition of the country was to make, by his medical staff, 
a survey of every district in England and Wales, and he 
asked for sanction to carry this out; also, in order to 
do the work without undue delay, he proposed the ap¬ 
pointment of four or five additional medical inspectors. 
Most unfortunately for the country his proposals were 
rejected. All that he secured was permission to inspect, 
as occasion arose, certain districts in which a scandalous 
amount of disease was present, or where complaints had 
been made as to grave insanitary conditions. But the 
districts thus inspected formed but a fraction of the 
number that should have been visited, and the beneficial 
results were therefore comparatively small for the whole 
country. How great was the need at the time for this 
survey is shown by the following facts : There were no 
medical officers of health in office except in a few large 
cities such as London and Liverpool ; what sanitary 
legislation existed was largely of the adoptive kind ana 
seldom adopted: filth nuisances of the grossest sort 
were almost universal; the subsoil of many towns and 
villages was sodden with human excrement; midden 


privies stood in close proximity to shallow wells sunk in 
porous soil; sewerage and drainage were often defective 
or absent altogether; housing conditions were bad, and 
overcrowding was common ; the so-called tenement 
houses of the poorer classes were “ hotbeds of nuisance 
and disease " ; the general death rate and the infantile 
mortality were excessive ; statisticians of the day calcu¬ 
lated that of about 500,000 deaths annually reported at 
least 125,000 were due to preventable causes. It may be 
! added that in 1871 nearly 14,000 persons died of enteric 
fever and over 23,000 of small-pox ; typhus and malig¬ 
nant scarlet fever were prevalent in many parts of Eng¬ 
land, and relapsing fever was appearing in London. At 
the same time cholera was epidemic on the Continent 
and had spread to ports in the Baltic, from which it had 
reached Hamburg, a place that often in the past had 
supplied the infection to England by means of shipping. 

Tne Board’s secretariat, obsessed apparently with the 
idea that the administration of the laws for the relief of 
the poor was the one thing needful, refused to listen to 
Simon or to allow his medical inspectors to rescue the 
nation from icsanitation and filth diseases. This refusal 
waB a bitter blow to Simon, with his great record of 
hitherto continuous progress. Unhappily another hu¬ 
miliation was awaiting him. In 1872 an Act had been 
passed making the appointment of medical officers of 
health and inspectors of nuisances compulsory in every 
sanitary district in England and Wales. In 1873 the 
Board decided to ascertain the sanitary state of the 
country and to advise local authorities as to these new 
appointments. It seems now incredible, but it is the 
fact that the Poor Law inspectors now called “general ” 
inspectors, were entrusted with this duty ! These in¬ 
spectors were gentlemen of good average education, well 
versed in the laws for the relief of the poor, but quite 
ignorant of public health or of sanitary administration. 
Simon had tne humiliation of witnessing the harm these 
men were doing in dealing without expert advice with 
the formation of sanitary districts—mischief, from the 
results of which the sanitary service of the country is 
still suffering. The action of the Board can hardly be 
explained by ignorance of the problems involved ; it is 
more probable it was an aggravated instance of the an¬ 
tagonism which then prevailed among lay officials of the 
Board against the medical profession, an antagonism 
which is said still to linger in some Government depart¬ 
ments. Other medical investigations which Sunon 
wished to carry out were cut down or restricted, the Med¬ 
ical Department becoming more and more subordinate 
to the Poor Law work. Any medical inspector instructed 
to make an investigation was directed by the Board to 
write, before he began the work, to the Poor Law in¬ 
spector of the district, intimating to him that it was pro¬ 
posed to make inquiry on such and such a date into 
epidemic disease or insanitary conditions, as the case 
might be. It was. we believe, very rare—at any rate in 
the earlier days—lor any acknowledgement to be made 
of the medical inspector’s letter, or for the Poor Law in¬ 
spector to assist him in the investigation. There is no 
doubt the latter official resented what he regarded as 
the intrusion of a medical inspector into his district. 

Another point which gallea Simon was that corres¬ 
pondence with sanitary authorities, regarding matters 
arising, for instance, out of a medical inspection, had to 
be conducted by the clerks of the Board and the letters 
signed by a secretary. Letters drafted by the clerks of 
the Board often missed the point at issue, though the 
letters had passed through tnree or four hands. The 
obvious way to save time and labour would have been for 
the medical officer or his deputy to dictate in his own 
department the letter, which would then have been signed 
by him. Referring to this “circumlocution” method of 
the Board, Simon remarked in his English Sanitary 
Institution : “Where medical officers of health were sup- 
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posed to be advised on their official reports and on points 
of sanitary practice involved in them, not only does the 
signature of the secretary fail to add weight to the advice 
in the letter, but the advice may to some extent have 
had to adapt itself to the signature : for the common us¬ 
ages of professional life would hardly allow the central 
medical officer to express himself through a non-medical 
secretariat as freely as if he were writing in his own 
name. There would be difficulty in medical consultation 
correspondence on the treatment of disease if it were 
made similarly circuitous ; if, for instance, a foremost 
London consultant, having to suggest to his professional 
brother in the country some different treatment for the 
sqnire’s asthma or the lady's megrim, were not in direct 
correspondence with his fellow practitioner, but must 
have his medical suggestions adopted by the family sol¬ 
icitor and expressed to the distant doctor in the form of 
a lawyer’s letter.” Simon’s position gradually became 
more and more untenable ; and to him it was intolerably 
bitter to see great opportunities wasted or mismanaged 
by a hostile and sanitarily incompetent lay staff. He 
struggled on for five years, from 1871 to 1876, when he 
retired, a discouraged and disappointed man. 

Considering the course of subsequent events it is im¬ 
possible not to realize how much higher would be the 
present position of our national health, and how much 
higher also would be the status of the sanitary service of 
the country, if Simon’s statesmanlike and practical pro¬ 
posals had received the attention they merited. It is a 
matter of notoriety that the brilliant work which he and 
his successors did at the Local Government Board was 
achieved iD the face of official hostility and petty inter¬ 
ferences; nevertheless many of the reports of the Medical 
Department under Simon are still regarded as classics in 
sanitary literature. Though somewhat late, Simon re¬ 
ceived ultimately some acknowledgement of his unselfish 
efforts on behalf of public health, tor in 1887 he was de¬ 
corated with the K.C.B. He died in 1904 at the age of 
88. He was succeeded as Medical Officer of the Board 
by Dr. Seaton, whose name will always be honourably 
associated with the passing of various Vaccination Acts, 
and who will be remembered for his organization of 
public vaccination throughout this country. He, how¬ 
ever, remained in office for only three years. His health 
was bad most of the time, and he died a month after his 
resignation in 1879. His successor was Dr. (afterwards 
Sir George) Buchanan, who continued the struggles of 
the Medical Department against the oppression of the 
Board’s secretariat, striving for a proper recognition of 
the importance of the medical work, and for a freer hand 
in taking steps to improve the public health. He carried 
on, with varying success, until 1884, when cholera again 
became epidemic on the Continent and threatened to 
invade England. By this time public opinion as to the 
prevention of disease had so far developed as to hold the 
central health authority responsible for taking proper 
steps to protect the country. For this or some other 
reason, a proposal by Buchanan to start a sanitary 
survey of the country was favourably considered by 
the Board and finally sanctioned, permission being 
given to engage six temporary medical inspectors 
to assist the permanent staff. This survey led to most 
gratifying results. Many badly administered districts 
were placed in a proper condition, many scandalous 
nuisances suppressed, water supplies improved and pro¬ 
tected,tproper sewerage and drainage provided, and other 
conditions made wholesome and sanitary. The district 
councils as well as their officials were deeply grateful for 
the help and advice they had received from the medical 
inspectors during the survey. Even the unsympathetic 
officials of the Board could not deny the good work that 
had been done, and later agreed to a fresh sanitary sur¬ 
vey and the appointment of additional medical inspec¬ 


tors in 1892, when cholera actually invaded England. 
In 1892 Buchanan, whose health was now unsatisfactory, 
resigned, but his death did not occur until 1894. Upon 
Buchanan, as well as upon Simon, fell the heaviest part 
of the great struggle against the injustice inflicted on 
the Board’s Medical Department. 

Sir Richard Thorne succeeded Buchanan in 1892, and 
under him the Medical Department came in time’gradu- 
ally to receive better treatment from the lay officials of 
the Board, and in consequence much excellent work was 
then accomplished. The improvement of the relations 
of the Medical Department with the Board after 1892 
was due to a great extent to the firm attitude assumed 
by Sir Richard Thorne, and to the exercise of his diplo¬ 
matic abilities and tact, which helped to smooth over 
some of the difficulties that had previously existed. We 
have not space to discuss further events in the life of the 
Medical Department under the leadership of Thorne and 
his successor. Sir William Power, and later under Sir 
Arthur Newsholme. The attitude of the secretariat to¬ 
wards the Medical Department in the Board’s latter 
period was greatly improved and their relations were 
more or less cordial; but it may be said that the seeds 
of evil planted in the early dajrs of the Board left their 
inhibitory influence on the national health to the very 
end of that authority’s existence. 


Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 

A quarterly meeting of the Council was held at the 
Registered offices, 10 Red Lion Square, W.C., on Thurs¬ 
day January 8th, 1920, when the following membets 
were present:—S. H. Slocock,President, in the chair, 
Messrs. G. A. Banham, Gen. L. J. Blenkinsop, J. W. 
McIntosh, T. Salusbury Price, E. A. West, J. Willett, G. 
H. Wooldridge and P. J. L. Kelland, Hon. Secretary and 
Treasurer. 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. H. 
J. Dawes, F. L. Gooch, J. Ewing Johnston, Sir John 
M ( Fadyean, T. McGuinness, C. W. Townsend and W. 
Jackson Young. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been 
published, were taken as read and confirmed. 

Correspondence. A letter was received from the Pro¬ 
fessional Classes War Relief Council asking for the ap¬ 
pointment of a representative to attend a Conference 
to be held on Feb. 18th. 

It was resolved That the President be appointed to 
represent the Fund at the proposed Conference. 

A letter was received from Mr. J. Ewing Johnston, 
suggesting that collecting boxes should be supplied to 
the Presidents of each Veterinary Medical Association 
for use at meetings. 

On the proposition of Mr. Willett, seconded by Mr. 
West, it was resolved That Mr. Ewing Johnston's- sug¬ 
gestion be followed, and that the Secretary be instructed 
to supply collecting boxes to all associations willing to 
accept them. 

Secretary's Report. 

Since the previous quarterly meeting, the following 
donations have been received;— 


Estate of the late Maj. J. W. Coe £6 11 4 

J. Gibson 110 

H. C. Harrison. T.F. Dinner Fund 3 2 7 

R. B. Palmer, BilleU Club Stewards 17 0 0 

H. L. Roberts 3 3 0 

W. L. Sinton 10 0 

S. H. Slocock 10 0 

W. W. Smart 110 


£33 8 11 
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The following amounts have been received from col¬ 
lecting boxes 


E. Whitley Baker 


8 

0 

J. Wright Conchie 

J. L. Cormack 

1 

10 

0 

1 

15 

0 

E. R. Edwards 

1 

12 

7 

H. Gillmor 

2 

16 

9 

F. L. Gooch 


8 

0 

A. Munro 

10 

17 

3 

Royal Vet. Coll. Lond. per Prof. Wooldridge 

1 

8 

0 

Royal (Dick) Vet. Coll. Edin. 


5 

6 

S. H. Slocock 


12 

6 

J. Willett 

1 

13 

0 

S. M. Woodward 


10 

0 

W. J. Young 

2 

17 

1 


£26 

13 

8 

Nine new subscribers have been registered 

:— 



J. Aitken 


10 

6 

H. Gillmore 

1 

1 

0 

J. Marshall 


10 

6 

H. L. Roberts 


10 

6 

G. W. Rutherford 

1 

1 

0 

G. Scade, 1919-20-21 

1 

11 

6 

D. C. Smith 


10 

6 

Derbyshire V.M.A. 

2 

2 

0 

Western Countios V.M.A. 

2 

2 

0 


£9 

19 

6 


Daring the quarter information was received that 
Mrs. W. (case 22) aged 83, was ill and confined to her 
bed. It was reported that she needed a few extra com¬ 
forts and that tne doctor’s visits would have to be paid 
for. The Executive Committee therefore made an extra 
grant of ten shillings per week to continue while she is 
ill. 

At Christmas the Executive Committee decided to 
pay an extra grant of £1 to five of the most necessitous 
cases. Towards this sum however special donations 
were received nearly covering the expense. 

I regret to have to report that 50 members who paid 
their subscriptions for 1918 have not renewed them for 
1919. and that only 39 new members have been regis 
tend during the year. There is thus a decrease of 11 in 
the list of members. This is very much to be deplored. 
If it is in any respect due to a belief that the Fund has 
less need of support than before it cannot be too strongly 
pointed out that this is entirely erroneous. 

The total amount spent every month in relief is now 
£80 13s. 4d., apart altogether from grants made in 
special cases, which during last year amounted to over 
£80. On this basis £800 will be required for relief 
during 1920, even if no new grants are made. But the 
fact is that the grants made in many instances are far 
from adequate, and ought to be increased. The income 
from subscriptions in 1919 was £465, or about 2/9 per 
head of the profession. This sum would enable us to 
give 12 persons 15 - a week- Yet there are 26 receipients 
already on our books, some of whom get only 7/6 a 
week. 

I feel sure that these facts have only to be pointed 
out for it to be at once conceded that an increasing in¬ 
come from members’ subscriptions must be obtained. I 
would express the hope that, now that the veterinary 
associations have recommenced work, they will not only 
subscribe the required sum of £2 2s. and nominate a 
representative on the Council, but also encourage indi¬ 
vidual members to subscribe. I believe that the pro¬ 
fession is very generous, and that it has only to be known 
how real the need is for the money to be forthcoming. 

In conclusion I would like to point to the amount of 
£26 received from collecting boxes. I am sure that 
there are a great many members who would find a col¬ 


lecting box in their surgery a very useful institution. 
Money is easily collected in this way, and however small 
in amount is very welcome. Boxes can be supplied at 
any time, and the only trouble given to the holders is 
that of emptying the box once a year and remitting the 
contents by cheque. 


On the proposition of Mr. Willett* seconded by Mr. 
McIntosh, it was resolved 

That the Secretary’s report be adopted, and that every 
endeavour be made to induce as many members as pos¬ 
sible to take collecting boxes. 

Donations. The Treasurer submitted a report on the 
financial situation, and stated that there was a balance 
in the donation account of £79 which in accordance with 
the bye-laws must be invested. On the proposition of 
Mr. West, seconded by Mr. Willett, it was resolved 
That the balance in the donations account, when suffi¬ 
cient, be invested in the purchase Consols to bring the 
total bolding up to £4000, and that the Common Seal 
be attached to the necessary documents. 

Cases. No. 32. It was reported that this widow had 
married again, and that the grant had been discontinued 
by the Executive. An application for renewal of the 
grant was received, but no action was taken. 

No. 53. The Executive reported that in this case 
they had made an interim grant of 15/- per week, the 
facts being as follows : Widow, aged 38, seven children 
all under 15, no income beyond a small subscription col¬ 
lected locally. 

It was resolved that the grant be increased to £1 per 
week and that the case be brought before the notice of 
the National Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 

No. 12. This case was deferred to the! next meeting, 
pending replies to enquiries. 

No. 54. Widow aged 28, one son 6|, income £100 per 
annum. No action was taken. 


THE NUMERICAL EQUILIBRIUM. 

To the Editor of The Veterinary Recm'd 

48th Mobile Vety. Section, 

Fort Nieulay, Calais, 

B.T. in F. and F. 

Dear Sir,—I hoped to see in this week’s Veterinary 
Record your judgment of certain portions of the Council’s 
proceedings which you suggested should be suspended. 
It is not for such as I, a quite undistinguished member 
of the profession, to pass judgment, but we all have a 
right to hold an opinion and, subject to your decision, to 
air it in your valued pages. 

I have always held the Council in great respect, and 
disliked the often unfair criticisms which are frequently 
vented* in your columns, but after reading your report of 
their last meeting one can’t help feeling that there is 
something seriously wrong, and that we are not in many 
cases being represented by men who are in touch with 
the profession as a whole, more especially the {general 
practitioner, who after all is numerically the most impor¬ 
tant. 

I should very much like to know if those members 
who hold that the schools can take as many students as 
they can cram in, State-aided or otherwise, and that 608 
new graduates in the course of the next few years can 
be accomodated without “ economic waste,” are prepared 
to offer themselves for election on those grounds. I say 
without fear of contradiction that they would be at the 
bottom of the poll, that they would never be heard of 
again, providing the ordinary practitioner would but 
wake up and take an interest in things that concern 
him equally as much as his own practice does. Such a 
policy if carried out would mean starvation—not only 
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for the 608 new graduates, but also for a large number 
of struggling practitioners who are quite sufficiently 
crowded already. 

Another point that came up at the same meeting was 
the question of a memorial for the fallen in the war. 
Let us have a Roll of Honour by all means, but, why, in 
the name of those who have given their lives for their 
country, should one subscribe to an enlargement of the 
museum, the dust of whose hoary relics is never dis¬ 
turbed by anyone but the very few who are groping into 
the past i Could not the balance of the fund be handed 
over to the Veterinary Benevolent Association, to be 
ear marked for the special purpose of making provision 
for thrives or the education of the children of any of 
the fallen who may be in need of it, or failing any such, 
to its customary benevolent work 1 Or for a scholar¬ 
ship at one of the schools? Both living memorials, 
breathing of hope and the future, not of the musty past. 
— i ours apologetically, 

E. R. H. Woodcock. 


PLEA FOR STANDARDISATION OF 
ANATOMICAL TERMS. 

Sir—May I ask for a little of your space to enter a plea 
for the adoption of a standard nomenclature in veterinary 
anatomical terms. Standardisation is now in use in a 
great many forms, and I can see no barrier to its intro¬ 
duction into works on veterinary anatomy. 

At present if a student makes a slight comparison in 
nomenclature, say from three works on anatomy by dif¬ 
ferent authors, he is soon driven to the conclusion, that 
to study the works concurrently is an almost hopeless 
task. For example :- 

M'Fadyean Biceps. Deep Humeral. 

Bradley Biceps Brachi Profundi Brachi. 

Strange way Flexor Brachii . Humeralis profunda. 

Here we have a muscle and an artery for all practical 
paiposes, with three distinct names. This is most con- 
8tu< *ents, anf f gives rise to many questions. 

Through the kindness of the author, I have before me 
a recent work on anatomy, “Limbs of the Horse.” It is 
an excellent little book, well written, and splendidly 
ulustrated. But the nomenclature is fatal to its intro¬ 
duction to students at the present stage of their work 
The names vary so much from those in the book at 
present in use. I would suggest that the various authors, 
before issuing any new editions, should arrange and adopt 
one nomenclature only. It would be an advantage to 
the student, and it would cause an increased demand for 
the works. I have frequently heard students say—“it 
w no use buying So and So Anatomy ; the names are all 
different.” 

In the event of the various authors not taking up the 
natter, is it in anyway within the power of our Council 
to do so. Any member of Council taking the matter up 
and carrying it to a successful issue would at least earn 
the gratitude of the coming generation of students. 

present chaos in nomenclature must I am sure com- 
fuse even the examiners sometimes. Had I my personal 
$2*®® I wou f < f prefer the system adopted by Sir John 
M Fadyean. 

Veterinary College, Glasgow. R. M. Malloch, m.r.c. v.s 

February 16th. 


Presentations. 

Mr. J. Murray, m.r.o.v.s., Maybank, Banchory, was 
waited upon last week by a large number of farmers and 
fiends in the district, and presented with a wallet and 
fjeasurjr notes in recognition of his services in the dis¬ 
trict during the past twenty-five years. Mr. C. Hunter, 
uppermills, Drum, made the presentation. 


Mr. Henry Thompson, m.r.c.v.s., of Aspatria, was, 
on Thursday, 12th inst, presented with a silver salver 
and a cheque for £500 in view of his retirement from 
the secretaryship of the Aspatria Agricultural Co¬ 
operative Society, Ltd., an office which he had held for 
50 years, at a complimentary dinner given by the com¬ 
mittee of the Society in the Public Hall, Aspatria. 
Upwards of 160 members of the local farming commun¬ 
ity and others sat down to dinner at the Brandraw 
Hotel. There were about 300 subscribers to the 
testimonial. 

Mr. J. E. Brockbank, Heath held, presided, and the 
presentation was made by Dr. Briggs, who, in the 
course of his address, said :— 

“ As a Veterinary Surgeon he was progressive and 
never lagged behind the times. His reputation was not 
confined to his native countv, but extended to West¬ 
morland and other parts of the North. In connection 
with red water, tuberculosis, anthrax, and many other 
diseases he has written much that is interesting, sug¬ 
gestive and useful. I cannot refrain from referring to 
Mr. Thompson's activities in regard to the disease 
known as red water. Forty years ago this disease was 
epidemic in Cumberland, more especially in the alluvial 
areas, such as Edderside and Abbey Holme. Many 
cattle perished annually from it. At the present day it 
is scarcely ever seen, and this immunity from it is. I 
think, entirely due to Mr. Thompson's suggestion of the 
application of salt to the pastures where the cattle fed. 
The credit of the whole thing belongs to Mr. Thompson 
who is just as keen on his scientific and veterinary 
work as he was forty years ago. This capacity for 
honest solid endeavour was, I am sure, responsible for 
his success and happiness in life. He was never idle, 
always reading or writing, or microscoping and occasion¬ 
ally scolding. (Laughter). His breezy freshness, com¬ 
bined with a boyish appearance and sense of humour, 
always reminded me of those who have made the sea 
their profession. He was born at Allonby, and it was 
just possible he inherited these sailor-like qualities 
from some old Viking ancestor. (Laughter). His 
cheerfulness and laughter were infectious, and there 
was no company so grave and dull but brightened up 
in spite of themselves when he joined them. Amid all 
the different phases of his crowded life—and they were 
many, and some very sad ones—his courage and light¬ 
hearted gaiety never failed. As a citizen there was no 
better and any theme the object of which was the 
betterment of the public always received his cordial 
support. There are few public positions in the town 
which he has not held at one time or another unless it 
be that of churchwarden. (Laughter). One of his most 
delightful characteristics was his love of his fellowmen, 
and there are few among his wide acquaintanceship 
who could not count on his help, sympathy and encour¬ 
agement in moments of sorrow and anxiety. He had 
learnt thoroughly the luxury of doing good. To few 
were the distribution of his charities and kind deeds so 
well known as to myself—charities which sprang from 
the good instincts of a large heart, and not from that 
intellectual benevolence which invests in kind deeds 
with a view to a bonus from the Almighty.”— West 
Cumberland Times. 


Personal.. 

Dobie.— February 15th, Ridgeview, Whetstone, Lon¬ 
don, N., to the wife of T. A. Dobie, m.r.c.v.8., a daugh¬ 
ter. 

The late Mr. J. R. U. Dewar, sometime Principal of 
the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh” 18 
Drummond Place, Edinburgh, and B&lbegno Farm, Fet- 
tercairn, has left estate valued at £20,321. He leaves 
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his instruments, specimens which he had about the Col¬ 
lege, and his professional books, except any his wife may 
wish to disDose of otherwise, to the Royal (Dick) Vet¬ 
erinary College, which had practically absorbed all his 
interest for so many years. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1920. In each case the amount is 
£1 Is., except where otherwise stated * 


The vacancy of Chief Food Inspector, Hull, caused 
by the death of Mr. McPhail, has not yet been filled. 
The duties are at present being done by Mr. H. P. Lewis, 
the veterinary surgeon to the Hull Corporation. 

Veterinary Surgeon Shot. 

A raid for arms occurred on Saturday night last in a 
suburb of Cork. Four armed and disguised men called 
at the residence of Mr. M’Swiney, a veterinary surgeon. 
Stepping quickly into the hall, they presented revolvers 
at Mr. M’Swiney and demanded money and arms. His 
reply was to whip from his hip pocket an automatic pis¬ 
tol, with which he shot the leader of the gang, it is be¬ 
lieved through the heart. His attempt to shoot another 
failed through the jamming of the cartridge. 

Rather than remain at the mercy of tne remaining 
three raiders, Mr. M’Swiney started running upstairs. 
Two shots were fired at him, one shattered the bone of 
his right forearm and the other hit him in his left arm. 
He fell on the stairs, and two other shots passed close to 
his head. The raiders then bore away the leader, who 
was probably already dead. Mr. M’Swiney was removed 
to hospital, where he is making satisfactory progress. 


OBITUARY. 

George Pearson, “ Existing Practitioner,” 

Fairholme, Chelston, Torquay. 
Died 9th February, 1920. 


Armfield, J. M., Sheffield 
Aulton, F., Tutbury 
Brooke, W. H., Hand worth 
Awde, W., Major r.a.v.c. 

(T.F.). 1919, 1920 £2 2s. * 
Campbell, W. A.,Boro’bridge 
Heatley, T. G., Woodbridge 
Holmes^ J. T., Bourne 
Lang, W. W., Brigg, 

1919 20 £2 2* 
Lepper, H. G., Major 
Lepper, T. W., Aylesbury 
Meikle, C. E. J., Sunderl’d 
Rider, J. R., Beamish 


Sadler, M. J., Burton on- 
Trent, 1919-20 £2 2 * 
Senior, W. G., Weymouth 
Stent, E. H., Hulme 
Trigger, W., 

Newcastle-under-Lyme 
Vety. Officers* 
Dar-es-S&la&m £4 16 0 
F. J. McCall, 

McL. Dawson, 

R. R. Dalling. 
Fwd.Feb.il £602 14 0 


£627 9 5 
Feb. 18th. - 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


MENTIONS. 

The names of the following have been brought to the 
notice of the Secretary of State for War for valuable 
services rendered during the military operations in Kur¬ 
distan (dated Nov. 15, 1919):— 

SOUTHERN KURDISTAN. 

* * * * 

Creery, T/Lt. R. L.; Shea, Capt. (A/Maj.) T. L. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Period. 

Rabies. 

Anthrax 

Foot- 

and-Mouth 

Disease. 

Glanders, f 

Parasitio 

Mange. 

Sheep 

Scab. 

(ft) 

Swine Fever. 

Cases 

Confrmd 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(a) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(ft) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(*) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(ft) 

Ani- 

male. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(a) 

Slaugh¬ 
tered. • 

f 

Q 

...2 

■Sg 

o< 

Gt. BRITAIN. 

Weekended Feb. 14 

/ 1919 

Corresponding 1 191Q 

week in ] , 9n 



9 

9 

2 

220 

1 

5 

154 

270 

21 

40 

20 

1 

1 

3 

9 

18 

13 

9 

20 

2 

190 



208 

177 

85 

387 

330 

194 

15 

24 

28 

19 

10 

31 

3 

.3 

7 

Total for 7 weeks, 1920 

l 1919 

Corresponding 1 1Q1ft 

period in j "I? 

2 


68 

.77 

28 

1640 

6 

IS 

1140 

2119 

177 

304 

114 

16 

2 

29 

50 

102 

43 

59 

109 

16 

990 

2 

4 

8 

7 

1230 

1096 

609 

2554 

2155 

1301 

138 

150 

231 

124 

106 

265 

39 

33 

91 


(a Confirmed, (b) Reported by Loo&l Authorities. t Counties affected, animals attaoked :— London 5. 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Feb. 17, 1920 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 


IRKLANt). 

Week ended Feb. 14 

\ 1919 

Corresponding 1 1Q1 o 

Week in [ 

... 

... 

... 

■ 



Outbreaks 

4 

8 



... 

... 
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... 

i 

i 

2 

6 

4 

19 

17 

1 

*4 

25 

12 

Total for 7 weeks, 192' 
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0 

r 1919 ... 

1918 ... 
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... 

i 

2 

26 

68 

1 

4 

38 

1 
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i 

i 

••• 

... 

i 

i 

19 

30 

6 

82 

93 

109 

8 

1 

23 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Feb. 16,1920 
Not*.— The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. • As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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Veterinary Evidence in Courts. 

The discussion on Mr. Byerley’s paper by the 
Central V.M.S., brought the subject of professional 
evidence prominently before the members, and 
many of the remarks made show a healthy trend of 
professional opinion. Members are realising that 
the veterinary evidence given at courts is too often 
discreditable to us as a body. Those accustomed 
to appear as prosecuting witnesses blame those who 
generally appear for the defence, and vice versa ; 
but both are tempted to exaggeration, and often 
yield to temptation so far that their exaggerations 
become deserving of much stronger terms. We 
complain of the low esteem in which veterinary 
evidence is held in the courts ; but, collectively, we 
deserve that it should be so. To recognise this 
frankly is the first step towards amendment. 

There are various causes for the evil; two of 
which are preponderant. One was repeatedly men¬ 
tioned at the Central meeting—the fatal misconcep¬ 
tion of professional duty under which practitioners 
so often take up the attitude of conscious advocates. 
The other is the ugly fact that it is generally to the 
practitioner’s interest to undertake such advocaoy. 
Too many of us are ready to stretch a point rather 
than displease a client; and, this carries us to dan¬ 
gerous lengths. We need to revise our notions of 
professional duty in the witness box; and take up 
the position of men possessing special knowledge, 
whose sole duty is to speak the truth “ without fear 
or favour.” Unless and until we can do that, we 
shall retain our present deserved ill-fame. 

The way towards reform lies in tbe improvement 
of our standards of professional morality —for the 
question really is one of morality. 80 far, improve¬ 
ment in this direction has been very slow; but such 
outspoken papers as that by Mr. Byerley will 
stimulate the prooess. The profession should set 
its house in order, and remove this just reproach 
from it; but to wax eloquent against other mens ini¬ 
quities is rather a slow method of effecting a 
reformation. A quioker and better one would be for 
each member to consider how much of such reform¬ 
ation is required for himself. Few practitioners 
can honestly review their professional careers with¬ 
out being forced to recognise that, occasionally at 
least, they have departed from the only rule that 
should guide a professional witness. Here, as in 
much else, the reform of the profession depends upon 
individual members. 


A Peculiar Form of Influenza in Mules 

H. Zwicky described this condition in the Schwei- 
zer Archiv. /fir TierJieilkunde for 1919. Towards 
the end of 1918, he observed, among tbe mules of 
the depot of Sitten, in Switzerland, an epizootic 
which affected over 100 animals slightly, and about 
50 very severely, It was an infectious disease of 
the respiratory organs, differing from infectious 
pleuro-pneumonia and from influenza. The mete¬ 
orological conditions strangely influenced the pro¬ 
gress of the epizootic, new cases being observed es¬ 
pecially in damp and rainy periods. The disease 
was different from stable to stable, sparing by pre¬ 
ference those mules which worked daily in the 
mountains. It seemed to die away in dry periods, 
and to regain new vigour in cold damp ones. The 
infective agent remains unknown, as bacteriological 
investigations oould not be oarried out. Tbe disease 
seemed to be diffused especially by means of cough¬ 
ing and sneezing. 

After a short period of incubation (one or two 
days) the animals appeared tired and apathetic. 
Fever then commenced, with a temperature of from 
102*7° F. to 103*6°F. the first day, and from 104 9’ 
F. to 105*8° F. the second day. The temperature 
was maintained for some days at this height, and 
returned to the normal very slowly. The pulse was 
from 60 to 65 in the first days, and hardly exceeded 
70, except in asthmatic or anaemic mules, in which, 
it counted from 90 to 95 in consequence of a paren¬ 
chymatous degeneration of the cardiac muscle. The 
conjunctival muoous membrane was inflamed and 
of brick-red tint, and photophobia was present. 
The nasal mucous membrane was tumefied, and in 
the first days secreted only a small quantity of lim¬ 
pid aqueous liquid. At the crisis of the illness (the 
fourth or fifth day) the heart-beats were tumultuous 
and strong, the respirations counted from 30 to 56 
per minute, and in severe cases with bi-lateral pneu¬ 
monia pronounced dyspnea existed. Cough ap¬ 
peared regularly on the second or third day. Weak, 
dry, painful, and rather of bronchial origin at first, 
it afterwards became moist and harsh, with a resul¬ 
tant purulent or sanguinolent nasal discharge. Ex¬ 
amination of the blood revealed a great augments* 
tion of leucocytes. Complications affected the lung 
by preference. There were also nervous distur¬ 
bances with cerebral hypersemia, which, however, 
disappeared rapidly and completely. 

When treatment was commenced promptly the 
prognosis was good in all oases, even in severe ones, 
with the exception of animals affected with asthma 
or anaemia. 
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Tbe affected males were isolated in a light airy 
stable, sprinkled with turpentine or oresote and vig¬ 
orously rubbed with dry straw, and given inhalations 
of boiling water medicated with turpentine or 
oresote. If the appetite did not return, Priessnitz 
bandages or sinapisms were applied; and subcutan¬ 
eous injections of turpentine in the thoraoic region 
with a view to inducing a fixation absoess, were also 
tried, but with little result. The best result was 
always gained by injecting 2*25 grammes of neosal- 
varsan or 3 grammes of novarsenobenzol intraven¬ 
ously. The solution was simply made with clean 
drinkable water; and its injection into the jugular 
never caused disadvantages, or induced restlessnes 
in the mules, as it sometimes does in horses. Under 
the neosalvarsan treatment, the disease ran its 
oourse in six or eight days. The Convalescent 
mules were then left in the sun and free air. 

The author discusses the nature of the disease. 
It is differentiated from equine “thoracic influenza” 
by the absence of jaundice and pleurisy, and by the 
benignanoy of its prognosis. It cannot be confused 
with simple catarrhal influenza or contagious trach¬ 
eitis, being much more severe than these on aooount 
of its temperature curve and nervous symptoms. 
The author thinks that its symptomalogy suggests 
dose proximity with that of “la grippe” of man. 
Against this resemblance with human “grippe” 
must be set the undoubted efficacy of neosalvarsan 
in the disease in mules, which does not correspond 
with the results obtained in human influenza. 

He therefore prefers to call the mule disease 
merely “related” to the human “grippe ”—{La 
Clinica VeUrinaria). 

W.R.C. 


NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

Central (London) Division. 


A general meeting of the Central Veterinary Society 
was held at 10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C.. on 
Thursday, February 5th, Mr. J. Basil Buxton, President, 
in the chair. 

The following Fellows signed the attendance book 
Messrs, W. Perryman, J. Rowe, F. G. Samson, S. H. 
Slocock, J. Willett, F. H. Stain ton, G. W. Dunkin, J. 
Bell, H. D. Jones, H. J. Parkin, £. A. Batt, R. C. Irving, 
J. W. McIntosh, W. R. Clarke, W. R. Davis, W. N. 
Thompson, M. G. Byerley, R. A. Philp, P. S. Howard, 
G. H. Livesey, H. C. P. King, W. S. King, H. King, 
Fred Hobday, B. S. Cockerton, C. Roberts, J. Buxton, 
F. G. Buxton, Capt J. T. Edwards, Vety. Capt. G. Rees- 
Mogg, Lt.-Col. A. Olver, Profs. J. Macqueen, G. H. 
Wooldridge, E. B. Reynolds, and Hugh A. MacCormack, 
Hon. Sec. 

Visitors: Capt. Thomas Bell, a.a.v.c., and Mr. A. H. 
Archer. 

On the motion of Mr. Davis, seconded by Mr. Clarke, 
the minutes of the last meeting were taken as read and 
confirmed. 

Election and Nomination. 

Mr. F. W. Garnett, j.p., m.r.o.v.s., Windermere, was 
unanimously elected an honorary fellow of the Society. 


Mr. Percival Carter, m.b.c.v.s., of Chapel Road, Worth¬ 
ing, was nominated for election as a fellow, and will come 
up for election at the next meeting. 

Cases seen at the Metropolitan Police Courts. 

By Mr. M. G. Byerley, f.r.c.v.s. 

Discussion Continued. 

Mr. Thompson said all veterinary surgeons would 
agree with Mr. Byerley that no horse ought to be sent to 
work with a sore with which the harness came in con¬ 
tact, but there were several other points in the paper on 
which .there was ground for different opinions. 90% of 
the cases of lameness, in town horses at least, were un¬ 
doubtedly below the knee, and 85% of those cases were 
below the fetlock. The most fruitful cause of lameness 
in a large stud of horses in London was in the foot first¬ 
ly, and the coronet secondly. His own experience of 
lameness had led him never to diagnose a case of lame¬ 
ness, or even to touch a horse’s leg, until the shoe had 
been removed. He could not trust himself to j udge a 
case fairly until the sh^e had been taken off, because 
on many occasions, unless he had had the shoe taken off, 
he would have diagnosed the case as one of ringbones or 
something else, whereas the condition had been found to 
be due to something entirely different. 

The one complaint which he had to make in regard to 
Police Court cases was the very casual way in which the 
court veterinary surgeon made his examinations. Three 
or four cases were rushed through while the Bench was 
sitting, and examined in as many minutes, and then came 
a definite conclusion as to the cause of a lameness, upon 
which he himself would probably have to take three or 
four days to form a definite opinion. Dealing with 
sprained tendons, Mr. Thompson said that undoubtedly 
a recently sprained tendon did cause lameness. A horse 
with a recently sprained tendon had no business to be 
worked. When a chronic tendon which had thickened, 
and the cicatricial tissue had contracted, a slightly con¬ 
tracted tendon resulted, and the horse probably did not 
go quite as freely as he did before, but with the compen¬ 
sation which took place in the foot, if it was allowed to, 
the horse was quite capable of working free from pain 
for some considerable time. In fact, unless the horse 
again sprained that tendon, which was not very likely 
provided precautions were taken, che compensation 
which took place in the foot would allow the horse to 
work sound on the streets. All veterinary surgeons who 
had been in hunting practice knew of hunters which 
had had badly sprained tendons, which animals were 
generally benntted by a summer in harness, during 
which time the tendon got strong, and then in the fol¬ 
lowing season would- stand bunting again. In Police 
Court cases there was generally good cause for the case 
being brought, and often good reasons for two opinions, 
especially where one man has prior knowledge of the ani¬ 
mal. 

One thing which had struck him was that veterinary 
surgeons seemed to think that they were employed to 
give evidence on one particular side. That was not the 
case. The proper thing for a veterinary surgeon to do 
was to give what he considered his true opinion,*whether 
it coincided with the view of the veterinary surgeon on 
the other side or not. He did not think any horse 
ought to be forced to work in pain, either on the London 
streets or anywhere else. He would be the last person 
to go into the witness box and say that a horse was free 
from pain if he had the least doubt about itj but the 
majority of the horses in which he had been interested 
went out of the stable going sound. He knew of several 
instances of horses which to his knowledge had been 
working sound immediately prior to the day on which 
they had been stopped, and in one or two instances the 
court veterinary surgeon had said that they had not 
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been fit to work for some time previously. That was 
rather annoying to the veterinary surgeon who had been 
in charge of those horses. It often became a question 
of opinion, and he did think that veterinary surgeons 
ought to meet together to try to come to some agreement 
between themselves as to what was the exact cause of 
lameness. It was folly to go into the witness box with¬ 
out first having met the practitioner on the other side. 
There were very few cases in which he had been con¬ 
cerned in regard to which, had there been fair consulta¬ 
tion between the veterinary surgeons on either side, 
some agreement could not have been reached. When a 
veterinary surgeon had bad horses under his care for 
years, he did think the word of that man ought to be 
taken into account by the magistrate. 

Mr. Samson thought the remarks of Mr. Thompson 
were very sensible and practical. With regard to 
sprained tendons, when they were in an inflamed condi¬ 
tion it would be cruelty to work a horse; but there 
were dozens of horses in England which were not only 
hunting but racing and winning races with very much 
thickened and lumpy tendons, and they went on for 
years in that condition. Yet, if those horses were brought 
to a police court, the chances were that the Society man 
and the policeman and perhaps the veterinary surgeon 
also, in order to try to win the case, would swear there 
was heat, pain ana inflammation. He would like to ask 
Mr. Byerley one question in connection with cases of 
bony spavins. Mr. Byerley had said there were 180 cases 
of Dony spavins, and he would like to enquire how many 
of those 180 cases would Mr. Bysrley consider did not 
work in pain. There were plenty of horses with bony 
spavins, which worked Bound after they had gone a few 
yards that had no pain whatever. He would like to ask 
Mr. Byerley also how many of the 1600 cases mentioned 
had been dismissed. 

To his mind, very many horses with ringbones and 
sidebones worked in no pain whatever ; but again the 
lice officer or the society man felt a lump with his 
nd and swore that the lump was causing lameness 
and pain. It was no good the veterinary surgeon on the 
other side saying anything at all, and he (Mr. Samson) 
was rather inclined to call the society not only a prose¬ 
cuting bat a persecuting society in some cases. 

Mr. H. D. Jones thanked Mr. Byerley for his interes¬ 
ting paper and said Mr. Byerley had mentioned cases of 
poorness in horses, in all of which the poorness had 
been either caused by disease or starvation ; but there 
was one class of horse which got poor without starvation, 
and without over-work ; he referred to horses known as 
a free workers.” Those horses, although well fed, con¬ 
stantly lost condition, solely due to their temperaments. 
With regard to sores, nobody could reasonably defend 
the practice of working animals with the harness rubbing 
the raw surfaces, but he would like to ask Mr. Byerley if 
he agreed with the evidence which he (Mr. Jones) had 
heard given in police courts, to the effect that the horse 
was noticed to be coming along in pain and nutting all 
its weight on one side of the collar. Did Mr. Byerley 
oonsider it was poesible to tell whether or not a horse 
had a sore by its gait in harness 1 He agreed with Mr. 
Byerley that dirty collars are a frequent cause of sores. 
It was most important that the lining of collars should 
be clean and dry, and it was almost impossible to keep a 
serge lining properly clean. A leather lining could be 
kept properly clean and dry, and if occasionally oiled 
could be kept soft. 

He quite agreed with Mr. McIntosh’s statement that 
it was an unfair thing in cases of lameness to point out 
abnormalities not connected with the affected limb or 
limbs, in order to make the charge as severe as possible. 
Most of the animals which were stopped for lameness in 
the street were certainly lame enough to attract the eye 
of a layman, and in such cases the driver had no excuse 


for proceeding on his journey, but the trouble arose when 
a diagnosis bad to be made. The veterinary surgeon 
for the prosecution was always at a serious disadvantage, 
and as those who hesitated were lost, a name had to be 
found for the lameness, and it was concerning the cause 
of the lameness that disagreement arose. He could not 
understand how two veterinary surgeons seeing a horse 
at the same time could differ to the extent they often 
did. One advantage of the Central i Veterinary Society 
was that when its members met in opposition there was 
certainly a tendency displayed to smooth over some of 
their differences, and to promote a feeling of good-fel¬ 
lowship and fairness towards each other. Mr. Byerley 
did not mention any cases of lameness through articular 
disease of the Btifle joint. That was a fairly common 
disease in old horses, and it was generally associated 
with great pain and a wasting condition. He would 
like to know whether Mr. Byerley had come across any 
of those cases. As to mechanical lameness, he would 
like to hear from the essayist what particular forms of 
lameness he regarded as mechanical; and as to concus¬ 
sion causing pain, he would like to ask him how he ex¬ 
plained the case of an animal lame with a spavin which 
usually went sound after a certain amount ot concussion, 
and kept sound so long as the animal was kept trotting. 
The question also applied to the early stages of navicu¬ 
lar diseases. 

Mr. Perryman congratulated Mr. Byerley on his 
braveness in coming to the Society and meeting so many 
of those with whom he had been in opposition. It was 
a great pity that some other veterinary surgeons who 
attended Police Courts were not present. If they did 
attend the Society’s meetings the probability was that 
there would be a better termination to the cases, and that 
there would be a better feeling displayed towards the 
profession. The Magistrate undoubtedly was greatly 
prejudiced in favour of the prosecution. He took the 
evidence of the prosecution as absolutely correct. When 
the veterinary surgeon for the defence went into the 
witness box he was very often placed at a great disad¬ 
vantage. When he himself had gone into the witness 
box be had felt that spirit of opposition. Mr. Byerley’s 
information with regard to the healing of wounds was 
very valuable. It was well-known that wounds on some 
animals healed more quickly than similar wounds on 
other animals. One statement of the essayist which had 
particularly stiuck him, perhaps he had read it wrongly, 
was with regard to the chambering out of the collar. 
Mr. Byerley stated that that was a bad practice, and that 
he never advocated it. He totally disagreed with Mr. 
Byerley in that respect. He considered it very bad 
practice for anyone to send out a horse which had had 
a sore place on the shoulder without having the collar 
properly chambered. After a wound had healed the 
epithelium was so tender that it would readily rub off 
again, and to send out an animal without chambering the 
collar was, in his opinion, an act of negligence on the 
part of the veterinary surgeon. One of the things which 
had struck him as being very wonderful was the quick 
diagnosis which the Police Court veterinary surgeon was 
able to make. The man saw the horse walk up and down 
and then came to a conclusion at once, and gave his 
opinion in the Police Court in a very dogmatic manner. 
That often placed the defence at a great disadvantage, 
especially the veterinary surgeon, because very often he 
had to flatly contradict the other veterinary evidence. 
He fully agreed with those who had said that it was very 
unfair to chronicle all the little defects which an animal 
might have down the limb. He had heard evidence given 
to the effect that on one horse at one time there were 
sprained tendons, ringbone, sidebones and navicular di¬ 
sease. That was a common thing. A horse might have 
a sidebone or a ringbone or an enlarged joint, and yet 
when the whole business was thrashed out the condition 
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was found to be due to pressure of the shoe. To chron¬ 
icle all those conditions against the animal was merely 
an attempt to prejudice the case in favour of the 
prosecution. 

He would like to ask Mr. Byerley if he considered that 
an animal could go sound with pus in the foot. That 
was a point upon which a good many veterinary 
surgeons differed. He himself believed that there were 
cases of corn where an animal could go practically sound, 
or so sound that the ordinary observer would think the 
horse was fit for work. He referred to those old chronic 
cases of corn where an animal had corns repeatedly, 
Such cases often occurred in big studs. One knew that 
a particular horse was subject to corn, but occasionally 
it might be pulled up, and then one would find there was 
a lot of pus in the foot. The Court veterinary surgeon 
would say that there was pus in the foot and that the 
horse must have been lame for three or four days. He 
(Mr. Perryman) disagreed with that, because in many of 
those cases there was a big cavity in the bottom of the 
foot in which pus could accumulate, and until there was 
a considerable accumulation the animal would go pract¬ 
ically sound. The statistics which Mr. Byerley had 
brought forward were very interesting, particularly with 
regard to the number of convictions in regard to age; 
but it was rather significant that Mr. Byerley had not 
given the number of cases which had been dismissed. 
The fact must not be lost sight of that the Magistrate 
was very often educated up to a certain standard by 
the veterinary surgeon who gave evidence. He particu¬ 
larly referred to the chambering of the collar. If Mr. 
Byerley held the opinion, which ne inferred he did. that 
a collar should not be chambered, then it followed that 
as soon as Mr. Byerley saw the collar he came to the con¬ 
clusion that the person was guilty of gross cruelty. That 
view was advanced on to the Magistrate, and the Magw- 
trate came in course of time to believe that all cases in 
which the collar was chambered must of necessity be 
cases of cruelty. He thought veterinary surgeons for 
the prosecution should bear in mind the influence they 
had upon the Magistrate. Many horses went out from 
a large stud perfectly sound and then fell suddenly lame, 
and it was particularly annoying, as Mr. Thompson had 
said, to the veterinary surgeon who was responsible for 
those animals, to hear another veterinary surgeon give 
evidence in the witness box to the effect that the animals 
must have been lame for many days previously. It was 
a mystery to him how a veterinary surgeon could say an 
animal must have been lame for three or four days when 
it was suffering from a side bone or ringbone. 

He (Mr. Perryman) referred to so-called mechanical 
lameness. He very much doubted if such a condition 
actually ever existed without the animal feeling pain 
when at work. 

Mr. W. R. Davis said Mr. Byerley had made a sort of 
veiled indictment against the veterinary surgeon for the 
defence. He (Mr. Davis) did not say but that % good 
many men when they were called for the defence and 
heard the exaggerated evidence for the prosecution were 
apt also to exaggerate. As Mr. Byerley had given the 
members his opinion of the deficiencies of witnesses for 
the defence, he thought he might have told them a little 
about the lapses of those who appeared for the prosecu¬ 
tion. Mr. Samson had already called attention to the 
casual manner in which examinations were made at the 
police court. A client of his own had had a horse 
stopped in London which had gone out perfectly sound 
the night before. The carter had been arrested because 
the horse was said to be suffering from an inflamed side- 
bone. The horse had been brought back in an ambulance 
the following day, when he (Mr. Davis) had been sent for 
and had found that the horse had been suffering from 
laminitis, from which it subsequently died. The veteri¬ 
nary surgeon for the prosecution got to know what had 


happened, and when he went into the witness box swore 
that the horse had been suffering from laminitis. When 
he was asked if that condition might not have come on 
a short time before the man was arrested and whether it 
was not consistent with the horse having left the stable 
the previous night auite sound, he haa had to admit 
that that was so. ana the case had been dismissed. The 
owner who also had been summoned, however, had lost 
his horse, whereas if a proper diagnosis had been made 
the horse might have been treated and might have been 
alive at the present time. In another case the animal 
had been stopped when it had gone lame suddenly. The 
veterinary surgeon who had examined the animal at the 
police court went into the witness box and swore that 
the horse was suffering from laminitis and was lame in 
both forefeet. He (Mr. Davis) examined the horse and 
swore that it was only lame in one foot and that the 
police court veterinary surgeon had no right whatever to 
express the opinion he had done without having had the 
shoe removed. The magistrate therefore had adjourned 
the case for a week, during which time he (Mr. Davis) 
removed the shoe and found that the animal had a sup¬ 
purating corn. The horse recovered a few days after¬ 
wards, and the case was dismissed. The whole object 
of the veterinary surgeon for the prosecution, the police¬ 
man and the representative of the Society F.C.A. was to 
get a conviction, whereas their proper duty was to guide 
the magistrate to a proper decision. The veterinary 
profession, however, had not a monopoly of exaggeration. 
He had heard a doctor give evidence in a case m which 
a motor car had run into a trap and had thrown the 
driver off. The doctor swore that as a result of the ac¬ 
cident the man had had to undergo an operation for piles 
a fortnight later. Mr. Byerley had not mentioned one 
symptom of which a great deal was always made, name¬ 
ly heat. Every policeman who felt an animal with his 
hand said there was heat. Personally he always told a 
magistrate not to attach any significance whatever to 
the absence or presence of heat. He at any rate distrus¬ 
ted the findings when a horny paw was used as a calori¬ 
meter. No veterinary surgeon would counsel the send¬ 
ing to work of horses suffering from sores pressed on by 
the harness, at the same time far too much was frequent¬ 
ly made by the prosecution of the importance to be at¬ 
tached to the loss of a bit of the cuticle, which in num¬ 
bers of cases cause little or no pain and which are some¬ 
times referred to as suppurating wounds attended by 
much suffering. As Mr. McIntosh and Mr. Willett ana 
others had said, in cruelty cases it did not matter what 
was the actual cause of lameness, the witness for the 
prosecution always insisted on mentioning every mortal 
thing he could find. That was done to mislead the 
magistrate, and it was a thing which ought to be protes¬ 
ted against. He was surprised to hear that Mr. Perry¬ 
man did not believe that a case of mechanical lameness 
could exist. A friend of his had had typhoid fever 
when a boy, as a result of which he had arthritis of the 
hip joint, and ankylosis. His friend could walk miles 
at a time, and was a first-rate golfer. Therefore it was 
quite evident that if his friend had been a horse Mr. 
Perryman would have said he was suffering agony and 
pain, whereas that was not in the least the case. 

In conclusion, he would like to read to the members 
some remarks which had been made by Mr. J. M. Robert¬ 
son, m.p., as follows : “ While I make no demur to the 
principle that cruelty to animals should be penalised, I 
am often moved to wonder at the zeit with which it is 
done. A sensitive woman seems to take a keen satisfac¬ 
tion in bringing to punishment a poor devil of a carter, 
as tired as the poor horse he stupidly flogs, when perhaps 
a little extension of sympathy to the carter might better 
him without further nurting the horse or fining the man’s 
family.” 

Mr. W. S. Kino : Regrettable though it was to say so, 
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he was afraid that the present unsatisfactory state of 
things, especially with regard to the question of lameness, 
was certainly likely to continue as long as the veteri¬ 
narians employed by the various Courts unhesitatingly 
gave opinions in many instances after a most cursory ex¬ 
amination. The desire of those gentlemen appeared to 
be to catch hold of the first abnormality which presented 
itself and then assign the cause of lameness to its exis¬ 
tence. Unfortunately for those veterinarians who ap¬ 
peared for the defence, the Magistrate invariably looked 
upon the veterinarian who held a Court appointment as 
an infallible diagnostician. He had had many sad ex¬ 
periences in Courts. He had seen any number of cases 
in which exostosis bad been described as the cause of the 
lameness, and on removal of the shoe pus had been found 
in the foot. He thought the time had arrived when the 
veterinary surgeons on either side should have consult¬ 
ations together, not with any view to making any ar- j 
rangement, but in order to bring the status ot the pro¬ 
fession more into line with what it should be, and in j 
order that members of the profession should not be sub¬ 
jected to ridicule to which they had been put in the past. 
There were some magistrates who looked upon veterinary 
surgeonB as mere nobodies. On one occasion a Magis¬ 
trate had asked him his name and where he had come 
from, and added that as he had come a long way he (the 
Magistrate) would bear him with pleasure. On going 
into the witne&s box and on starting to make his state¬ 
ment, the Magistrate had said: “I will have no statement 
made. Just answer questions. Is this a gelding or a 
mare ?” He had replied: “A mare,” “In poor or good 
condition?” “In poor condition.” “Has the animal a 
sore or no sore?” “A sore.” “In your opinion, is the 
proper place for this animal in a stable?” “Quite so.” 
The Magistrate then said: “Stand down. You are the 
first of your profession I have ever heard speak the truth, 
and I will dismiss the case.” If that type of Magistrate 
was general, he thought the time had arrived when some 
means of consultation should be put into force in order 
to get a better understanding between the veterinary 
surgeon employed by the Court and the veterinary 
surgeon employed by the horse-owning public. He 
would like to ask Mr, Byerley bow the Court usually ar 
rived at its opinion on the duration of lameness, especial¬ 
ly in ringbone. 

Prof. Wooldridge congratulated Mr. Byerley on hav¬ 
ing brought forward a real contribution to veterinary 
literature, particularly in connection with the rate of 
healing of wounds. He had often wondered on what 
veterinary surgeons at police courts had based their 
opinion as to the length of time certain conditions had 
been in existence, and Mr. Byerley’s paper and excellent 
diagrams answered at anyrate very positively one sec¬ 
tion of those conditions. He was not at all sure, how¬ 
ever, that one was quite satisfied as to how police court 
veterinary surgeons estimated the length of time which 
an exostosis might have been in existence, or lameness 
from that exostosis might have been present. Unfortu¬ 
nately, when an exostosis was discovered it was very often 
assumed at once that that was the cause of lameness. 
That was a big mistake to which all veterinary surgeons 
at times wete liable. He thought one ought to give 
more credit than one did for honesty of purpose and en¬ 
deavour, and honesty of evidence on the pait of police 
court veterinary surgeons. He himself had opposed 
them very frequently indeed; but he had been content 
merely to hold a different opinion from them. In some 
cases there had been undue exaggeration and that, he 
thought, was where the whole fault lay. If a veterinary 
surgeon appeared for the prosecution in a case of cruelty, 
he (Prof. Wooldridge) took it that the man in the first 
instance was of the opinion that there had been some 
cruelty, and therefore it was up to him to persuade the 
magistrate that there had been some pain or some con. 


dition in existence which rendered the horse, for the 
time being at any rate* unfit for work. The veterinary 
surgeon on the other side was imbued with the idea that 
he had got to get his man off, and he exaggerated just 
as much, and often considerably more than the man who 
appeared for the prosecution. When a magistrate had 
such irreconcilable evidence before him, what could he 
do ? He ought to have independent opinion called in. 
He (Prof. Wooldridge) had been called in in*that respect 
without having heard the evidence of either of the veteri¬ 
nary surgeons, and had given his opinion in the box, ttftd 
the magistrate on more than one occasion had said : 
“ Well, I was absolutely unable to reconcile theevidence 
of these two men, but you seem to have done it.” The 
reason was that he had taken the middle line, the correct 
line; he had not exaggerated. He thought great ad van - 
| tage would result from consultation before a case Came 
into court, but he was of the opinion that that consulta¬ 
tion ought to be done with the consent, of the magistrate. 
One should be very careful about the bodily condition 
of a horse, and thinness. There was very often a ten¬ 
dency to imagine that thinness or lack of heavy muscu¬ 
lar development m»ant emaciation due either to some 
diseased condition or to neglect of feeding or some other 
cause when such was not the case. He bad not been 
quite able to follow Mr. Byerley’s line of argument in 
favour of not chambering collars, and yet in favour of 
the chambering of pads. He thought the objections to 
one applied to the other. Chambering of collais in order 
to avoid sores never met with his approvals Horses 
with sore shoulders should not be worked at all in har¬ 
ness. He thought one of the common causes of saddle 
sores, (pad sores) and dock sores was overlooked, narne- 
ly the improper adjustment of the breeching. If the 
breeching were properly fixed and adjusted chafing 
would be entirely avoided. He would like to ask Mr. 
Byerley’s view as to what was the importance of twitch- 
I ing or shrinking on the part of the horse where the 
shoulders or withers were handled in cases where there 
! was no sore. There was often a patch where the hair 
was rubbed off and the horse had particularly ticklish 
withers. The horse cringed away even before he was 
touched as though he was in pain. That was a condition 
which impressed the magistrates more than anything 
else. In his ^Prof. Wooldridge’s) view it was not an in¬ 
dication of pain at all, but was very often a memory of 
some previous pain in that particular part. He would 
like to ask if Mr. Byerly did believe in such a thing as 
mechanical lameness. 

Mr. Byerley said he did, and he had instances of it. 

Prof. Wooldridge, continuing, said he was glad to 
hear that because he was quite sure that cases or lame¬ 
ness did occur due to mechanical causes and without 
pain. In such cases pace was often an important faetor, 
since at fast paces much greater flexion and extension of 
joints occurred and might cause pain and suffering 
totally absent at a walking pace. He thoroughly agreed 
with the view that evidence should not be given in cases 
without the animal having first been thoroughly exam¬ 
ined so that the apparently obvious should not be mis¬ 
taken for the true cause of lameness. With regard to 
the question which had been asked as to how many of 
his cases had been dismissed, he took it that in a con¬ 
siderable number of cases where Mr. Byerley was asked 
to examine a horse which was reported to be unfit for 
work, if in Mr. Byerley’s opinion it was fit for work he 
would advise the authorities responsible that it was not 
a case for prosecution, and therefore such cases, where a 
dismissal m his opinion ought to occur, did not Come 
into court at all. So that the reply to the question of 
what number of cases had been dismissed would not at 
all go to show that Mr. Byerley bolstered up a weak case 

ilr. J. Bell said he was a near neighbour of Mr. 
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Byerley’s, and could bear his testimony to the most which the evidence should be given. That was wrong, 
thorough way in which Mr. Byerley examined every case If a veterinary surgeon desired to occupy his proper 
he attended. He had been against Mr. Byerley on many position as professional adviser and expert, he ought 
occasions, but in regard to a good many of them he had certainly not to take sides. 

never appeared in the witness box, simply because Mr. Mr. Slocock said that despite the remarks of Prof. 
Byerley’s evidence had been so fair that the case had Macqueen, he was a believer in mechanical lameness, 
been dismissed. and was not yet convinced that it did not exist. As to 

Prof. Macqueen desired to say that the paper marked whether a horse could go Bound with pus in the foot, he 
a distinct step forward in the way of clinical observation, was of the opinion that it could go sound—not workably 
and he thought Mr. Byerley ought to be congratulated sound—but sound. Such a horse could go out sound in 
for his assiduity, care, patience and perseverance in mak- the morning, and from one cause or another might drop 
ing the observations with which he had furnished the suddenly lame on the journey. Another cause of sud- 
Society. Other veterinary surgeons might notsee things den lameness was striking of the leg; the diagnosis in 
in the same light as Mr. Byerley, but at the same time that case was very difficult, and he thought many mis- 
he could not see how anyone could withold his admirr takes were made. With regard to exostosis, in how 
ation for the essayist’s excellent paper. By way of pre- many cases had one gone round a stud of horses in order 
liminary he desired to accentuate that statement, because to take stock and found exostosis in horses which had 
he looked upon the paper as the first contribution in the been working quite soundly. One wondered at what 
history of the veterinary profession of observations by a period the exostosis occurred. 

veterinary surgeon largely retained by the prosecution. Mr. Hugh MacCormack, dealing with mechanical 
He almost shuddered when he tried to think what kind lameness, said he himself had been mechanically lame 
of paper on the subject would have been produced by an for more years than he cared to remember. In nis stu- 
aggrieved veterinary surgeon who was constantly acting dent days, when playing Rugby, on one occasion he had 
for the defence. ruptured the sheath of a tendon on the outside of an 

With regard to mechanical lameness he wished to say anile. The ankle had been put in plaster of Paris ban- 
most positively that anyone who claimed that there was dages for six months, and after they were taken off for 
such a thing as mechanical lameness should be capable several months he had gone on crutches. The part healed 
of demonstrating it. He had never yet seen a case which nicely, and he had been able to walk well. He had 
could be called mechanical, and he should like anyone walked over the mountains of England, Scotland and 
who thought there was such a thing as mechanical lame- Wales, and had played tennis, but had never felt pain, 
ness in a horse to produce the animal and to supply the bis left boot always required to be soled first. CJnfortu- 
necessary data upon which the diagnosis was founded, nately, three years ago he had slipped up again, and the 
A horse with ankylosed pasterns was in the condition of injury recurred in exactly the same place. He walked 
one that was supposed to be mechanically lame. He lame to the eye, but with no pain whatever. The only 
maintained that a horse with an ankylosed pastern joint, pain he had ever had with the ankle was at the time of 
one joint or two joints, could not work without exper- the wrench. Since the second accident he had worn an 
iencmg not only inconvenience but a considerable degree elastic anklet. If the fellows tried the experiment of 
of pain. The position of maintaining that a horse might wearing an elastic anklet they would find they would all 
be lame from mechanical lameness was untenable, go mechanically lame, because they could not flex the 
What was the cause of lameness ? There was an element ankle as in the ordinary way. 

of pain in nearly every case, with the exception of those Professor Reynolds said he thought the reason of the 
instances of paralysis, which seldom come before the disparity between the evidence for the prosecution and 
Police Courts. A horse that was lame as a rule was that given for the defence was the exaggeration which 
suffering pain, and he believed that pain was the took place on both sides. He agreed that a veterinary 
explanation of 99% of the cases of lameness. With surgeon should not be allowed to act as an advocate, or 
regard to sprained tendon, a horse with sprained tendon to prompt an advocate if it was an endeavour to obtain 
was almost certain to be lame, and no horse with misleading evidence; but on the other hand if it was 
a sprained tendon could work satisfactorily without suf- necessary in order to expose misleading evidence then it 
fenng more or less pain. He thought veterinary sur- should be allowed. In order to show the necessity for 
goons, especially those who were in the habitof appearing this, and also to give an example of the exaggeration 
on behalf of their own clients in cases of cruelty, were that can take place, he would mention a case that was 
quite as much to blame as the prosecuting veterinary brought to his notice some time ago : In the course of 
surgeon. He had heard most extraordinary remarks his evidence for the defence in a case in which some 
made by the so-called defending veterinary surgeon, animals were stated to have been injuriously affected by 
That was not to say, of course, that one did not hear having been kept without water, a well known veterinary 
sometimes extraordinary remarks from the prosecuting surgeon said that it was quite a common practice for 
veterinary surgeon; but it is a remarkable fact that ow- bullocks which were being fed to be shut up in stalls in 
ing to the exigences of practice, especially at the present September and October and not released or given water 
time, a veterinary surgeon was out to do the best he until they came fat at Christmas time or the following 
could for his client and sometimes, of course, was in- Spring. This had been a most definite attempt to mis- 
clined to say more than the actual state of the case just- lead the judge and the jury. Although it might be true 
tied him in saying. There was another feature which he it almost amounted to perjury. This particular veteri- 
was afraid had crept into the profession, and that was nary surgeon had failed to say that those animals had 
the veterinary surgeon forsaking his proper position of received probably about forty or fifty pounds of roots a 
professionalJudge or referee and becoming his client’s day and that owing to the high percentage of water the 
advocate. That was a most vicious position, and un- roots contained the animals would probably have taken 
fortunately it was too wide spread. Frequently the in three or four gallons of water. If the barrister for the 
veterinary surgeon engaged for the defence, and some- plaintiffs had been prompted by an expert to ask this 
times the veterinary surgeon engaged to give evidence veterinary surgeon how much roots the animals had 
for the prosecution, committed this error. They thought received and what percentage of water the roots contain- 
it was part of their duty to assume the position of ad- ed the impression conveyed would have been very much 
vocate, and they no longer confined their attention to different to the one actually received, 
the cause of the particular case of lameness, or other With regard to mechanical lameness, from the defini- 
cause of cruelty, out also tried to direct the course in tion which Mr. Byerley had given it was apparent that 
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what Mr. Byerley understood by mechanical lameness 
was the lameness shown by an animal that had been very 
lame for a considerable period of time, and although the 
animal had become more or less cured of the condition 
in so far as this was causing pain, it still persisted in go 
ing lame simply because it had learned the habit of 
going lame. He ( Professor Reynolds ) was quite un¬ 
aware that that was the commonly accepted definition of 
mechanical lameness. If it was, then he was convinced 
mechanical lameness did not exist. The impression that 
he had always had as to what one meant by mechanical 
lameness was a lameness that was caused by some struct¬ 
ural change having taken place that interfered with the 
normal action of the limb, but which was unaccompanied 
by apparent signs of pain. 

Rrply. 

Mr. Byerley said it had been gratifying to him to 
find that his poor efforts had evoked such an admirable 
discussion. When he had brought forward his paper he 
had endeavoured as far as he could to treat of matters 
pertaining to veterinary jurisprudence in a scientific way, 
and had fully expected that his opinions would meet 
with sharp criticism, and he had not been disappointed. 
But he should be wanting in candour if he did not say 
that his satisfaction was tempered by the knowledge 
that his paper had also brought forward a vigorous dis¬ 
play of invective ; and as the delinquencies and enormi¬ 
ties of witnesses had been given such great prominence 
during the discussion, he felt that he too must keep that 
topic pretty well in tne foreground. He had never been 
able to understand why veterinary surgeons should pos 
sess all the Christian virtues when appearing for the de¬ 
fence and only the attributes of the devil when they ap 
peared for the prosecution. It had been said that when 
a man had a particular fault himself he was ever ready 
to find that fault in others, and he was not inclined to 
disagree with that dictum. But whatever might be said 
concerning cruelty cases, it could be stated without 
question that they had often proved a great stumbling 
block to veterinary surgeons, and they had been the 
means of advertising them adversely more than anything 
else of which he had cognisance. The manner in which 
they had given their evidence as witnesses had frequent¬ 
ly created such an unfavourable impression as to call 
forth not only detrimental comments from magistrates 
but also from the Press ; and there was no hiding the 
fact that some people when they got into the witness box 
thought they were only entitled to say what suited their 
own case, and to disregard the solemnity of the oath. As 
far as he personally was concerned, in dealing with 
these cases he had always had a great objection to being 
Btyled simply a police witness, for he regarded himself, 
and he thought rightly so, more as an adviser to the 
magistrate. Whenever anything could be said in favour 
of a defendant he never hesitated to say it. Time after 
time his evidence had led to the dismissal of charges, 
although the police had been perfectly justified in bring¬ 
ing the cases forward for investigation. The duty 
which a veterinary surgeon had to undertake when the 
police called him in to investigate a case was not an easy 
one. He was generally alone and unsupported by other 
professional evidence, whereas the other side could call 
as many witnesses as they liked. He sometimes had to 
examine horses belonging to the clients of other members 
of the profession, and was therefore liable to be accused 
of being biassed on that account. But the groat megori- 
ty of cruelty cases in his experience had reference to 
horses which had not been previously attended by vet¬ 
erinary surgeons, the latter being simply called in by the 
owners to try and get them out of trouble. After that 
they were not consulted again—except perhaps on simi¬ 
lar occasions. In his j udgment some veterinary surgeons 
would be far more highly respected if they thought more 


of the honour of their profession and less of gaining the 
fleeting applause of a temporary client by disparaging a 
professional brother. The grievances were not all on 
one side, and he could honestly say that during his 
lengthy experience he had found that the veterinary 
surgeon called in by the representatives of the law to 
guide them in the course of justice had been more often 
si cued, against than sinning. 

During the discussion he had been reminded of many 
pitfalls in connection with cases which came before the 
courts, and for the benefit of young members of the pro¬ 
fession who might not at present have had any experi¬ 
ence of them he would first of all warn them to be always 
careful to keep a note of the identification marks of any 
animal they might be called upon to examine, because, 
if a case was adjourned as it generally was, a different 
animal in a sound condition might be brought forward 
for the inspection of the magistrate. Mr. Willett’s and 
other speakers’ remarks pointed to the necessity in all 
cases otlameness of always having the shoe removed, 
however apparen’ly obvious the cause might be. It 
might be sometimes difficult to find a shoeing-smitb, for 
instance on a Saturday afternoon, and then one would 
be in a very difficult position, because, however glaring 
the case, one offered a good opportunity to the other side, 
(which was always supposed to be free from guile), to 
throw discredit upon one. But if the shoe were re¬ 
moved, one was not even then protected from unscrupu¬ 
lous attack. He would give an instance which happened 
quite recently in his own experience. He had been 
called in to examine an animal which was lame of the 
near fore limb. He had found there was heat in the 
fetlock joint, although the members had been told that 
evening that they should attach no importance to that 
whatever. At any rate there was abnormal heat in the 
fetlock joint. There was no abnormal heat in the other 
joints. There was an exostosis at the head of the os 
suffraginis. Manipulation of the joint increased the 
lameness. He sent for a shoeing smith and had the shoe 
removed and the foot cut out and tested carefully with 
pincers and had failed to find anything amiss with the 
toot at all. He was forced to the conclusion that the 
lameness had reference to the fetlock joint. It was a 
wet and muddy day and so the fact that the shoe had 
been recently removed was perhaps not noticeable when 
the animal arrived home and was examined by another 
veterinary surgeon. That veterinary surgeon, when the 
case came on a week later, swore that he had had the 
shoe removed, that he had found two badly suppurating 
corns, that in less than two days he had perfectly cured 
them and then had sent the horse to work. Needless to 
say the horse was not produced, and he was not sorry to 
say that the veterinary surgeon did not suceeed in what 
he had set out to do ; he did not attempt to show that 
the horse was not lame when it was stopped ; he did 
he did not attempt to show that even if the horse were 
lame it was suffering from mechanical lameness ; he 
did not attempt to snow that the horse had been fit for 
work when it had been stopped by the police. The evi¬ 
dence of that veterinary surgeon would show that it was 
not, even if it had been correct. The veterinary surgeon 
had simply thought that his purpose would be served if 
he tried to throw discredit upon him (Mr. Byerley). The 
man had not succeeded, but there was no doubt about 
it that at the present time that man was to be counted 
among the innocent band that were ever complaining 
that tney did not receive similar treatment from magi, 
strates as was meted out to their professional brethren on 
the other side. Exaggeration haa been made a great deal 
of, but he had had great difficulty in being able to decide 
where exaggeration ended and mendacity commenced. 
For instance,hehad listened to such statements as the 
following made for the defence—that no horse had ever 
been known to go lame from canker, and that it was of 
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such trivial importance that no less than 75 per cent of 
the horses in London, were affected with it In which cate¬ 
gory was he to place that statement? Was that exag¬ 
geration or downright lieing for the purpose of mislead¬ 
ing the magistrates 1 

The difficulty of determining how long a lameness had 
been in existence, he quite agreed, was frequently insup¬ 
erable. Mr. McIntosh attached no importance whatever 
to t any bony formations. He disagreed with Mr. 
McIntosh’s conclusions in some respects, and entirely a- 
greed with him in others. For instance, splints when 
they were formed and did not interfere with important 
structures were of no consequence. Then again with 
regard to sidebones he was entirely with Mr. McIntosh. 
With regard to false ringbones, when he was called to 
examine an animal lame through that cause he could only 
say that the animal was suffering from a condition 
which was likely to cause intermittent lameness, which 
would imply that the animal might certainly have been 
free from lameness when it had been sent to work. 
With regard to true ringbones, be had already expressed 
his views and it would be superfluous to reiterate them, 
but he had brought with him specimens of bony form¬ 
ations taken from a horse which had worked for some 
years in London. The horse had always been lame, but 
the lameness varied greatly in intensity, being sometimes 
so pronounced that the owners were actually ashamed 
to send the animal out, and so it spent long periods of 
rest in the stable which accounted for its good condition. 
(Mr. Byerley described the specimens). 

. With regard to determining as to whether some forms 
of. lameness were recent or not,'he thought very valuable 
information might be obtained from the shoe. In that 
connection he would give one illustration. lie was 
called in to examine a horse which was very lame. There 
was a swelling on the knee which the defence said was 
reqent, and they said the lameness was recent too. He 
examined the animal and found a bursal enlargement on 
the knee. On examining carefully still further he found 
that the tendon of the extensor metacarpi msgnus was 
inflamed, considerably thickened, and in fact was becom¬ 
ing os8ifled. He then looked at the shoe of the sound 
limb, and found that while it showed considerable wear, 
the wear was normal. He then examined the shoe of the 
lame leg and he found it was quite worn through at the 
toe and that the horn of the foot was begining to wear. 
Was not there proof conclusive that the lameness was 
not, recent? He thought veterinary surgeons often neg¬ 
lected matters like that, when they would be of great 
assistance to them. * 

With regard to the number of cases which had been 
dismissed he might say that they would make a very 
considerable total. He was not prepared to say how 
many there had been, %nd he was not prepared to say 
for what reasons they had been dismissed—except to 
state that when he examined a horse £nd had found its 
condition was Buch that he had came to the conclusion 
that it might have gone out free from lameness, then the 
oase had flezled out. Many a time that had happened, 
but he had not thought it worth while ’ putting in his 
paper the number of times that he had found, say, horses 
affected with spavins which were not causing lameness. 
Those he had mentioned were causing lameness, but he 
bad seen scores that were not causing lameness. 

He hoped that upon whichever side veterinary sur¬ 
geons might find themselves, whether for the prosecution 
or, for the defence, they would work together with good 
faith and reasonable care, so that, by their united efforts, 
they might ever strive to make the shifting Bands of 
Speculation give way to the firm rocks of certainty. 

;Mi* McIntosh proposed a hearty vote of thanks to 
the author for his excellent contribution. 

Mr.. Willett seconded the vote of thanks which was 
carried with acclamation and the Meeting terminated. 

Hugh A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO RC.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1920. In each case the amount is 
£1 Is., except where otherwise stated * 


Bolton, E. J., Athlone 
Castle, A. F., Ipswich 
Grasby, W. W., Daventry 
Gregory, P., Tonbridge 
Griffiths, J. A., New Llan- 
geuburg, E. Africa 
Hill, C. G., Darlington 
Hoddinott, D. R. F., Eve¬ 
sham 

Jelbart, E. E., Chipping 
Norton 

Jones, J. R. A., Gloucester 
Jones, H. L., Beira, 

E. Africa 

McPherson, W., Huntly 
Macfarl&ne. J., Doune 
Male, G. P., Reading, 
1919-20, £2 2s. * 
Medlock, F. W., Dumfries 


Moore, R, Treorchy. 

Glam. 

Payne, A. E., Weybridge 
Perryman, W., London, 
S.W. 

Reynolds, H. S., Daventry 
Rockett, H. C., Tunbridge 
Wells 

Sheather, C. H., London, 
N.W. 

Spreull, A., Maj. Dundee 
Turtill, W., Wickham 

Market 

Williams, D. T., Llangefni 
£25 4 0 
Amt. Feb. 18 £627 9 5 


£652 13 5 
Feb. $»th. - 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extracts from London Gazette 
Regular Forges. Royal Army Vitbrinart Corps 
War Ornoi, Whitehall, Feb. 10. 

The following relinquish actg. rank of Lt.-Col.:—Maj. 
H. E. Gibbs, d.s.o., (Feb. 25, 1919) : Capt. V. C. Lec- 
kie, D.s.o. (May 1. 1919) ; Cap*. J. O. Andrews, D.s.o. 
(Jane 3,1919); Capt. J. R Hodgkins, d.s.o., r.R.cv.8, 
(Jane 18, 1919) ; Maj. H. Kirby, d.b.o., (June 25, 
1919). 

Capt. W. H. Simpson relinquishes actg. rank of Maj. 
(Feb. 23,1919). 

The following temp. Capts. relinquish their commas, on 
completion of service, and retain rank of Capt.:—W. 
F. Macdougall (Dec. 10,1919); K. D. Zinck (J&n. 4. 
1919), 

Feb. 11. 

The following temp. Capts. relinquish their commos. ou 
completion of service, and retain the rank of Capt. 

Ik Robson (Dec. 10.1919): J. J. Morrow (Jan. 10): 
W. L. Marshall (Feb. 12). 

Feb. 12. 

Maj. and Bt. Lt-Col. G. C. O. Fowler, o.b.k., ret. pay is 
granted the rank cf Lt.-Col. on ceasing to be empld. 
(July 16,1919) (substituted for notification in Gazette 
Jan. 5); Temp. Capt H. V. M. Metivier, o.b.r., to be 
actg. Maj. while holding theappt. of D.A.D.V.S.(from 
Oct. 18 to Dec. 6,1919). 

Feb. 13. 

Lt-Col. G. M. Williams, c.m.g., relinquishes temp, rank 
of Brig.-Gen. on ceasing to be empld. as D.V.8. (Nov. 
13,1919), when he reverts toactg. rank of Col. on apot. 
as D.D.V.S. 

Maj. and Bt. Lt-Col. P. J. Harris relinquishes actg. rank 
of Col. on ceasing to be empld. as D.D.V.S. (Nov. 13, 
1919), when he reverts to actg. rank of Lt-CoL on 
appt as A.D.V.S. 

Temp. Capt. R W. Simpson, M.C., relinquishes actg. 
rank of Mq. on ceasing to hold a spec, appt (Dec. 16, 
1919). 

The following temp. Capts. relinquish their commns. on 
completion of service R W. Simpson, m.c. (Jan. 8k 
and is granted the rank of Mm. And retain the rank 
of Capt.G. C. Lawrence (Dec. 10, 1919); L. H. 
MacQueen, o.b.r. (Jan. 8). 
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Feb. 17. 

Maj. U. Conder, d.s.o., relinquishes the actg. rank of 
Lt-Col. (Jan. 22). 

Feb. 18. 

Temp. Maj. F. W. Melhuish relinquishes his commn. on 
completion of service (Feb. 19), and retains the rank 
of Maj. 

Feb. 19. 

Maj. F. C. O’Rorke, c.M.a., f.r.g.v.8., relinquishes the 
actg. rank of Lt.-Col. (Dec. 14, 1919). 

Feb. 23. 

Maj, A. Edgar is placed temp, on the h.p. list on account 
of ill-health (Feb. 24). 

Maj. A. E. Clark, Res. of Offrs. relinquishes the actg. 
rank of Lt.-Col. on ceasing to be empld. (Oct. 15, 
1919), and is granted the rank of Lt.-Col. 


For the last nine or ten years Mr. Parkin-Moore has 
had several infected cattle carefully isolated and under 
close supervision, for the purpose of getting to know 
with the help of the Veterinary College, more about the 
disease. Last Autumn he sold to the butcher the two 
remaining isolated cattle. One had had the disease 
since 1912, and had never aborted. She bred fairly 
regularly, but calved her first calf in 1914 prematurely. 
The calf lived, but Mr. Parkin-Moore does not think 
there was any doubt that the premature birth was 
caused by the disease. These two cows still had the 
germs of the disease in their blood last year, as was 
proved by examination, and also by the fact that they 
both infected the calves they suckled.— N.H.A. 


Contagious Abortion in Cattle. 

Mr. W. Parkin-Moore of Whitehall, Mealsgate, the 
well-known Cumberland Shorthorn breeder and ex¬ 
president of the Shorthorn Society, summarises the re¬ 
sult of recent research into contagious abortion in cattle, 
in the course of a criticism of one of the Cumberland 
local authorities in deciding to move under the Epizootic 
Abortion Order, 1920. He holds that it is quite imprac¬ 
ticable at present to try and check this by making it 
notifiable, and is firmly convinced that a cow that has 
once been naturally infected becomes a germ carrier, 
which to a great extent accounts for the prevalence ana 
continuation of the disease. 


OBITUARY. 

Thompson.— At Beacon View, Aspatria, on Saturday, 
the 21st inst., Isabella, wife of Henry Thompson, 
m.b.c.v.8., aged 70 years. Interred at St. Kentigem’s 
Churchyard, Aspatria, on Tuesday. 

Mrs. Thompson was well-knpwn and greatly respected 
throughout the district. Much sympathy is expressed 
with Mr. Thompson and his two sons and daughter. 
There was a large and representative gathering at the 
funeral, which included the following members of the 
veterinary profession : Messrs. H. Barrow, Ireby ; J. 
Hewson, J. G. Bell, Carlisle ; and Major J. Scott Bow¬ 
den, o.b.e., Whitehaven. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Period. 

Rabies. I 

Cases 

Anthrax 

Foot- 

and-Mouth 

Disease. 

Glanders, f 

Parasitic 

Mange. 

Sheep 
8 cab. 

(b) 

Bwine Fever. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(<*) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(b) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

f 

Q : 

*4 -2 

J5g 

oo 

Out¬ 
breaks 
<«*) 1 

Anf- 

male. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

( b ) 

1 Ani¬ 
mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(«) 

Slaugh¬ 
tered. * 

Or. BRITAIN. 

Week ended Feb. 21 

""W* 1 Hi; 

1 


7 

1 

9 

G 

151 

1 

1 

143 

246 

17 

46 

9 


4 

4 

15 

4 

4 

22 



1 

1 l 

1 

2 

144 

183 

71 

297 

313 

144 

13 

11 

21 

31 

7 

44 

11 

2 

12 

Total for 8 weeks, 1920 

Correeponding j }®{® 

period in \ m7 

1 3 


75 


34 

1791 

7 

14 

1283 


194 

350 

123 

10 

1 2 

33 

54 

117 

47 

03 

131 

16 

990 

3 

5 ! 

4 

9 

1374 
1279 
680 | 

2851 

2468 

1445 

151 

161 

252 

155 

113 

309 

50 

35 

103 


[a Confirmed. ( b) Reported by Loo&l Authorities. t Counties affeoted, animals attacked Middlesex l. 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Feb. 24, 1920 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
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Week ended Feb. 21 

Co w2“*“ ,g l Jill ::: 

W#ek “ J 1917 ... 

... 

... 
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B 

B 

Outbreaks 

4 

7 


is 

61 

4 

l 
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9 


6 

13 

15 

75 

1 

1 

__A_i 

i 

Total (or 8 weeks, 1920 

Corresponding j 191 s 

****» 1 191 ? ::: 

... 

... 

9 

B 

B 

1 2 

80 

2 

2 

i 

9 

9 

1 

25 

35 ; 

7 

88 

106 

124 

9 

2 

31 

38 

14 

199 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branoh), Dublin, Feb. 23,1920 
Non.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
























416 


THE VETERINARY RECORD February 28,1920 


Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

President: Mr. J. McKinna, f.r.c.v.8. 

Vice-Presidents: Mr. F. W. Garnett, C.B.E., m.b.c.v.8., j.p. 

Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, m.d., d.sc., 

CH.B, M.R.O.V.S. 

Secretary and Registrar : Mr. Fred Bullock, 

10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C. 1. 


NATIONAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION 

President; Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, Prin. R.V. Coll., Bdin. 
Bee : Mr. J. W. Brittlebank, n b.c.v.b. 

Town Hall, Manchester 

Assist. See : Mr. W. L. Harrison, r.B.o.v.s. (on Service ), 

11 Anohor Terrace, Southwark Bridge, S.E. 
Treat : Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, r.R.o.v.s. (Acting Hon. Sec ), 
Kyi. Vet. Coll., Camden Town n.w. 

Morthem Branch: 

Pres , Mr. W. A. Taylor, (F) Brick Street. Manchester 
Hon. Sec. Mr. A. W. Nofil Pillers, (F) 

71 Smithdown Lane, Liverpool 
Lancashire V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. A. W. Noel Pillers, r.a.c.v.s., 

Municipal Bdildings. Dale Street, Liverpool 
Eon. Sec. Mr. J. Spruell, m.h.o.v.b., 

City Abattoir, Manchester 
Hon. Treat : Mr. R. H. Stent, m.b.o.v.b., Preston-st, Hulme 
Meetings , 1st Thursday in April, June, Sept., A Deo. 
Livebfool Univbbsjtt V.M.S. 

Pres : Mr. J. P. Heyes, r.B.o.v.s., Wigan 

Hon. See : Mr. A. Walker, r.B.o.v.s., Mill Lane, West Derby 

Pathological See : Mr. D. C. Matheson, r.B.o.v.s. 

Meetings , May, July, October, January. 

Midland Counties V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. J. Malcolm, f.b.o.v.b., Birmingham 
Hon. See : Mr. H. J. Dawes, r.B.o.v.s„ 

Camden House, High-st., West Bromwich 
Hon. Treat. Mr. W. H. Brooke, m.b.c.v b., 

Stafford Hoad, Handsworth, Birmingham, 
Meetings , Seoond Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Friday alternately in Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 

Nobth or England V.M.A. 

Pres : Mr. Geo. Elphiok, m.b.c.v.s., Corbridge-on-Tyne 
Hon. See : T. T. Jack, ii.b.c.v.s., SElmwood-st, Sunderland 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 
Nobth Midland Veterinary Association 
Pres: Mr. R. Hudson, r.B.o.v.s., Retford 
Hon. Treat. : H. Thompson, m.b.c.v.s., Sheffield 
Hon. See: Mr. J. S. Lloyd, r.B.o.v.s., Sheffield 
Nobth Wales V.M.A. 

Prct : Mr. Hugh Williams, m.b.o.y.b., Ty Croes 
Bon. 8ee. Mr. L. W. Wynn Lloyd, m.b o.v.s., Carnarvon 
Meetings, First Tuesday, Maroh and September 


Eastern Counties V.M.A. 

Pres. Mr. J. Barr, m.b.o.v.b., Aole, Norfolk 
Hon See. A Treat: Mr. H. P. Standley, m.b.o.v.b.. Norwioh. 
Meetings, Seoond Tuesday, Feb., July and Sept. 
Lincolnshire and Dibtrict V.M.S, 

Pres. Mr. G. W. Townsend, r.B.o.v.s., 

Long Stanton, Cambridge 
Hon. See: dt Treat: Mr. Tom Hicks, m.b.o.v.s., 

Boston Road, Sleaford 

Meetings, Seoond Thursday Feb., June, and October 
Koval Counties V.MA. 

Pres., Mr. W. T. D. Broad, m.b.c.v.s., Marlborough, Wilts 
Hon. Sec., Mr. P. J. Simpson, d.s.o., f.r.c.v.b., 

Shirley, Castle Hill, Maidenhead 
Hon. Treat: Mr. G.P. Male, m.b.o.v.8., Friar St., Reading 
Meetings . Laet Friday, Jan., April, July and Nov. 
Southern Counties V.8. 

Pres: Mr. G. H. Livesey, m.b.o.v.b., Hove, Sussex 
Hon.Bee: Mr. J. T. Angwin, m.b.o.v.b., Arundel. 

Hon. Treat: Mr. E. W. Baker, m.b.o.v.b., Wimborne 
Meetingt, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 

South Eastern V.A. 

Pres. Mr. T. F. Hogben, m.b.o.v.b Ash, Canterbury 
Hon. Sec. dt Treat. Mr. H. P. Hogben, m.b.o.v.b., 

3 Manor Road, Folkestone 
Western Counties V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. P. J. Penhale, m.b.o.v.b., Barnstaple 
Hon. See. Mr. W. Aaoott m.b.o.v.b., Bideford. 

Hon. Treat: Mr. P. G. Bond, m.b.o.v.s., Plymouth 

Meetingt, Third Thursday, Maroh, July and November 


Irish Branch: 

Pres. Mr. A. Watson, Municipal Buildings, Dublin 
See.. Mr. P.D. Reavy, Leafleld, Bundoran, Co. Donegal 
Central V,A. or Ireland. 

Pres ; Mr. B. P. J. Mahony, m.r.c.v.b., Maryboro’ 

Hon. Bee. Mr. E. C. Winter, r b.o.t.b., Queen-st., Limeriok 
Treat ; Mr. J. F. Healy, m.b.o.v.b., Midleton 
Connaught V.M.A 

Pres. Mr. D. Hamilton, m.b.o.v.b., Ballina 

Hon. See. dt Treat. Mr. A. J. Moffett, m.b.o.v,b., Galway 


Vet. Med. Assn, or Ireland. 

Pres : Mr, L. M. Magee, m.b.o.v.b. , Dunboyne 
Hon 8ee: Prof. J. J. O’Connor, m.b.o.v.*., R.V. Coll. 

Hon. Treat : Prof. J. F. Craig, m.a„ m.b.c.v.s., 

R.V. Coll., Dublin 
North or Ireland V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. J. Ewing Johnston, m.r.o.v.8., Belfast 
Hon. See; Mr. P. Walsh, m.b.o.t.b., Magberafelt 
Hon. Treat: Mr. Howard McConnell, m.r,c.v.s„ Armagh 


The Veterinary Officers Association fob Ireland. 
Pres: Mr. F. W. Emery, r.B.o.v.s., Dnblin 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. McGuinness, b.a., m.b.c.v.s., 

36 Mount Charles, Belfast 
Hon. Treat: Mr. Hannan, m.b.c.v.s. 


South Durham and North Torxbhibe V.M.A. 

Pret: Mr. J. M. Walker, r.R.o.v.s., Hartlepool 
Hon. 8ee. dt Treat : Mr. F. H. Sanderson, m.r.o.v.b. 

Viotoria Read, Darlington 
Meetingt, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept, and Dec. 
Torebhibe Vet. Association 

Pres. Mr. S. E. Sampson, m.r.o.v.b., Hillsboro’, Sheffield 
Hon. See ; Mr. J. Clarkson, m.r.g.v.b., Garforth, nr.Leeds 
Hon. Treat: Mr. A. MoCarmiok, m.r.c.v.s., 

Kirkstall-road, Leeds 

Southern Branch: 

Pres. Sir Stewart Stockman, 4 Whitehall Place, S.W 
See.: Mr. G. P. Male (f.), 250 Kings Road, Reading. 
Central V.S. 

Pres. Mr. J. Basil Buxton, f.b.o.v.b., 

Welcome Researoh Laboratories, Herne Hill, S.E. 24 
Hon. See: Mr. H. A. MaoCormaok, m.r.o.v.8., 

122 St. George’s Avenue, Tufnell Park, N 
Meetingt , First Thursday in the month, exoept August, 
10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p m 


Pres. Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, 

Ryl. (Dick) Vet. Coll: Edinburgh 
Hon. See. Prof. A. Gofton, Municipal Buildings, Edin. 
North or Scotland V.M.S. 

Pres: Mr. W. Brown, m.b.c.v.s., Marischal Coll: Aberdeen 
Hon. 8ee. dt Treat: Mr. G. Howie, m.r.o.v.b. Alford, Aberdeen 
Meetingt, Laet Saturday in January and August 
Royal Scottish V.S, 

Pret: Mr. Reid, m.r.o.v.b., Auohtermuohty. 

Scottish Metropolitan V.M.S. 

Pret: Mr. J. Riddoch, m.r.o.v.b., Edinburgh 
Hon. See. dt Treat: Mr. Jas. Henderson, m.r.o.v.8., 

pnblio Health Dept., City Chambers, Edinburgh 
West or Scotland V.M.A. 

Pret : Prof. John R. McCall, m.b.c.v.s., Vety. Coll. Glasgow 

on Service. 

Hon. Sec.- Mr. J. F.Macintyre, m.r.o.v.b., 

19 Bank Street, Hillbead, Glasgow 
Hon. Treat: Mr. Geo. W. Weir, M.R.c.v.e., 

88 Crookston Street, Glasgow 
Meetingt, Seoond Wednesday, May, Oat. and January 


H TOeefcl? 3 ournaI for tbc profession 

Founded bt William Hunting, f.b.o.v.b. 
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Simplicity. 

Daring recent discussions regarding Anaesthesia 
stress has been laid upon the frequent obligation of 
practitioners to oombine the functions of operator 
and anaesthetist. The difficulty is inseparable from 
Veterinary practice, and, while most serious in the 
oountry, is by no means unknown in towns. We 
can only accept it, minimising it as best we can ; 
and on that account the practitioner, whatever his 
individual preferences among methods of anaesthesia 
may be, should in all cases be familiar with the 
simpler ones. The sprinkled towel method, for in¬ 
stance, has its drawbacks ; but its simplicity renders 
it extremely useful in some fairly frequent circum¬ 
stances. 

Possibly all members may not fully realise the 
importance of simplicity of method in practice. 
Even in large practices it is considerable, and it is 
much more so in small, one-man ones. When one 
clinical method is decidedly simpler than another, 
the first may often be practicable when the other is 
not. And often, though two methods may yield 
equal results under ideal conditions, the greater 
simplioity of one may give it a considerable super¬ 
iority for nearly all veterinary work. 

Much of the popularity *of skin-sterilisation by 
iodine depends upon this. Theoretically, it is said 
to confer a more certain asepsis than the older 
methods ; but many men who nave never heard of 
these alleged advantages praotise it for the sake of 
the patent one of its simplioity. On this score it 
has been something like a godsend to men in gen- 
* oral practice, both medical and veterinary. It en¬ 
ables operations to be done with something like 
asepticity under conditions which would render 
asepsis unapproachable by the older methods. 

Compare Carrel’s method of wound treatment. 
Its advocates claim that it is superior to all others; 
and, when it can be properly carried out, it may 
be. But, though perfectly applicable to some vet¬ 
erinary patients, it will always be impracticable for 
the greater part of our every-day work. It may 
attain an assured though limited position in veteri¬ 
nary surgery ; it can never be one of our popular 
methods. 

In daily veterinary practice, simplicity of method 
is often almost everything, Probably it will always 
be so, and possibly, in consequence, some methods 
may deservedly retain a place in general practice 
after they have dropped out of infirmary work. 
Old simple ones that have stood the test of every¬ 
day work should not be lightly discarded. 
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SOME SURGICAL CASES. 

By G. C. Lancaster, p.r.c.v.s., Burnley. 

On Wednesday July 3rd a farmer came to the 
surgery and asked me if I could do anything for his 
foal which was so badly ruptured in the scrotum 
that when out in the field it sat down on its hind 
quarters like a dog, and could scarcely move. 

The following day I went to his farm and there 
found a weedy half-bred Shire foal with a scrotum 
as large as a heifer’s udder, and the animal walking 
on its bind toes with its hocks as wide apart as it 
could possibly bend them. This foal was six weeks 
old, and bred from an old mare which had laminitis 
of old standing in both fore feet. 

On Monday July 9th I operated. Prior to the 
operation I gave him one ounce of chloral hydrate 
in a pint of milk, which had splendid effeot and 
kept him quiet, although the operation lasted about 
one and-a-half hours. After the customary oleanB- 
ing and disinfecting, the scrotum was opened as if 
for the covered operation for castration, and after 
the tunica vaginalis had been dissected from the 
scrotum the end was picked up and the intestines 
returned to the abdomen. A piece of fine strong 
string was threaded through a needle which was in¬ 
serted through the middle of the sac as high up as 
possible, to prevent it from slipping down, and the 
loose ends were tied around it in the form of a liga¬ 
ture and pulled as tightly as possible. The ends 
were left long enough to hang down through the 
opening in the scrotum. The other side was treat¬ 
ed similarly then both testicles were cut off. I 
may say that I used an emasculator to remove 
them, but it was of no use, so I resorted to the 
6craseur. 

Both scrotal wounds were plugged apd loosely 
sutured, the plugs were removed two days after¬ 
wards with most of the stitches. Warm antiseptio 
fomentations and wound lotion comprised the after 
treatment, and in eight days both the ligatures bad 
fallen off, and the foal appeared to be doing first 
class. I visited it for another week and then gave 
over. 

On Monday August 4th the farmer came to say 
that his foal was almost as bad as before, but only 
on one side (left side). I went to see it, and found 
that the rupture bad given way and the intestines 
were down, causing colicky pains. I decided to op¬ 
erate again on the following day. 

I gave a dose of chloral as before. The rupture 
was a very large one—one could put three fingers 
down it with ease, but the membranes were thicker 
and stronger as the foal was now ten weekB old. 
The intestines were returned with ease after the 
animal was on its back, and the sac was opened to 
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see if there were any adhesions and ligatured again 
as high up as possible, and after the same manner 
as before. The sac was cut off from about an inch 
from the ligature, about four inehes in length, and 
the wound was treated as before. 

The foal did remarkably well, and was sold at a 
farm sale a few weeks ago with only a small swel¬ 
ling about as large as a hazel nut, which I presume 
will he fibrous tissue. I was not surprised at it 
wanting a second operation, and told the farmer so, 
because the membranes were like tissue paper at 
the first operation ; consequently were not strong 
enough to support the weight of the intestines. 
However, the nrst operation kept it alive until they 
were. 


On Monday August 4th I operated on two mares 
for nymphomania—one an army cavalry horse and 
the other a young half-legged Irish bred mare. The 
former did remarkably well and was at work the 
following Monday. After removing the second 
ovary (left) from the Irish mare I found to my hor¬ 
ror there was profuse haemorrhage from the ovarian 
vessels. This I tried to stop with my fingers, but 
this had no effeot, so I placed on the ecraseur, 
tightened it up and left it on for a few seconds, and 
this stopped all bleeding. There was a considerable 
amount of dotted blood in the abdomen which I re¬ 
moved as well as I could with my hand through 
the vaginal wound, but I knew full well that it 
would soon be a dead animal. She lived exactly a 
fortnight, during which time her temperature varied 
from 102 to 106*4 ; the pulse was regular, but very 
weak towards the end. 

After Tuesday August 5th she never had a pro¬ 
per motion and the urine dribbled from her several 
times a day, in fact towards the last it was two or 
three times each hour. She had a laxative diet and 
eggs and new milk twice a day; with mag. sulph. and 
pot. nit. in the drinking water and various other 
medicines including two hypodermio injections of 
stryohnine. On fine days she was turned out to 
graze, but only stood under the field wall and took 
no notice of anything. Things gradually got worse 
and on Monday August 18th she died. 

I gave the knaoker man strict orders to be as 
careful as possible in opening her. He did his best, 
but it was impossible to dissect her properly because 
the intestines were adherent to the abdominal wall 
and to the uterus. It was a conglomeration of ab¬ 
dominal organs, all firmly attached, so much so 
that it was only after very careful searching and 
dissection that I could make out the uterus, and 
the bladder was equally difficult to detect, but the 
knaoker man had accidentally out it through in re¬ 
moving the organs. I have kept a small piece of 
the intestine where it was adherent to the abdomi¬ 
nal wall as a museum specimen. 

Had this mare not been young and in good 
health probably she would not have lived so long. 
In removing that particular ovary I took special 
care, as the ligament was strong, and after tighten¬ 
ing up the toraseur I waited a few seconds before 


cutting it through, nevertheless it bled, and this is 
the result—a dead mare with uterus, bladder and 
intestines so firmly cemented together that you 
could not tell one from the other, also the intestines 
adherent to the abdominal wall. 


JOINT-ILL INVESTIGATION. 

The annual report of the Clydesdale Horse Society, 
submitted to the members at the annual general meet¬ 
ing in the Religious Institution Rooms, Buchanan Street, 
Glasgow, last week, contains the following report on 
the work done under the auspices of the Joint-ill 
committee in 1919, submitted by the convenor of the 
Scientific Sub-Committee:— 

During the past season the inquiry took the form of 
testing the serum and vaccine. The serum had given 
splendid results a9 far as the test went—when used as a 
preventative—and the best results were got when the 
mare was treated before foaling. There are living foals 
from mares which never had a living foal before. Good 
results are also shown in the foals that were inoculated 
after birth with the view of preventing the disease. 

During the ensuing season it is intended to issue the 
following circular letter to veterinary surgeons 

Dear Sir,—I beg to inform you that as a result of the 
work done by those in charge of the joint-ill enquiry 
during the last two years, it has been decided to issue a 
vaccine and a serum for the prevention and treatment 
of this disease. The following methods’may be adopted 

A. (1) Mares which had affected foals at the last 
parturition must be treated with vaccine hypodermically, 
a series of three doses being given at weekly intervals 
commencing early in March, or last dose to be given at 
least one month before foaling. 

(2) In order to compare the efficacy of the two 
methods, mares which had affected foals at the last part¬ 
urition may be given a dose of serum in March, followed 
by a second dose in April. In some cases a dose in 
April only Bhould be given, a last or only dose to be 
given at least a fortnight before foaling. 

B. The foal must be given a dose of serum as soon 
after birth as possible, preferably by the intravenous 
route. 

It is very desirable that the practitioner should adopt 
all three preventive methods. I enclose a number of 
forms, one to be filled up for each case treated. It is 
absolutely imperative that this be done, as a complete 
record of results is of the very highest importance. Care 
must also be exercised in the use of the terms “vaccine” 
and “serum.” 

C. Foals showing early signs of the disease should 
at once receive a full dose of the serum hypodermically 
behind the scapula, or preferably intravenously, and this 
should be repeated, if necessary, in twenty-four or forty- 
eight hours. 

The materials will be provided free of charge on appli¬ 
cation to me, and the practitioner must charge his fee to 
the owner wishing to nave his animals treated. As the 
practitioner will nave a record of suitable mares for 
treatment, it is requested that he asks only for the 
amount of materials he requires. 

Those materials are perfectly innocuous, but the com¬ 
mittee will not be responsible for any illness arising at 
the time of their use.—Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) Wm. Brown. 

O. Charnock Bradley. 

J. R. M‘Call. 

North British Agriculturist . 
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NATIONAL 

VETERINA RY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

Lancashire Division. 


A meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, Manchester, 
on January 22nd. The President, Mr. A. W. Noel-Pil- 
lers, Liverpool, in the chair. The attendance included 
Messrs. Wolstenholme, Taylor, F. Hopkic, Whitehead, 
Burndred, Wright, Stent, Locke, New, Curbishley.Brit- 
tlebank, Woods, Spruell, T. Hopkin, Ingram, and Elam. 
Visitor : YV. A. MacGregor, junr. 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. 
Eaton-Jones, Hy. Sumner, Hy. Sumner, junr., Lord, 
Abson, Holroyd, and McKinna. Mr. Sumner’s absence 
being due to indisposition, Mr. Locke proposed and Mr. 
Curbishley seconded that a letter be sent from the As¬ 
sociation wishing him a speedy recovery. 

The minutes of the last quarterly meeting were ap¬ 
proved, on the proposal of Mr. Brittlebank, seconded by 
Mr. Wright. 

Minutes of Council . The Secretary read the follow¬ 
ing resolutions of the Council arising out of the paper 
read by Mr. Henry Sumner on “ Reconstruction and the 
Policy of the Profession ” :— 

1. That no member be adopted by the Lancashire 
V.M.A. as candidate for Council of the R.C.V.S., with¬ 
out a clear expression of his views on professional poli¬ 
tics. 

2. That all candidates for Council be pledged to sup¬ 
port the Veterinary Surgeons Amendment Bill. 

3. That all candidates for Council be requested to sup¬ 
port a policy requiring that the complete administrative 
control of all animal diseases be placed in the hands of 
the veterinary profession. 

4. The Lancashire V.M.A. to consider the alteration 
of rules to enable meetings to be held as often as the 
Council consider necessary. 

5. That a revision of the educational syllabus of the 
R.C.V.S. be discussed at a full meeting of the Lancashire 
V.M.A. 

After some discussion Mr. Whitehead proposed and 
Mr. Wright seconded, that the first three resolutions be 
forwarded to the National V.M.A, so that they may be 
brought up at the next annual meeting of the N.V.M.A. 
(Carried). 

As a consequence of the fourth resolution, Mr. Wol¬ 
stenholme formally moved an alteration of the rules 
that meetings of the Association be held at such intervals 
as the Council may determine and that they should not 
be restricted to any particular place. 

Mr. Burndred in seconding this said that more mem¬ 
bers were wanted in the associations which in the opini¬ 
on of some are run by cliques. If the meetings were 
held at different places this feeling would be avoided. 
(Carried). 

The President said that the Council recommended 
that the next meeting be held at Liverpool^ and that the 
arrangements as to time and place of meeting be left to 
the President. This was proposed by Mr. Elam and 
seconded by Mr. Stent. (Carried). 

Mr. Brittlebank asked that a good many of the 
practitioners in Liverpool area be invited, so as to try to 
persuade them to join this or some similar association. 

As regards the fifth resolution, after some discussion 
Mr. Whitehead proposed and Mr. Burndred seconded 
that a paper on. Methods of teaching, Internal examina. 
tions, etc., be discussed at an early meeting. (Carried) 
Annual Dinner. 

The Council recommended that an annual dinner and 
reunion be held at an early date. This was carried on 
the proposition of Mr. Burndred, seconded by Mr. Locke. 
The date to be left in the hands of the President, Secre¬ 
tary and Treasurer. 


Nominations for Membership. 

Mr. Gladstone Mayall, proposed by Mr. Brittlebank 
seconded by Mr. Stent. 

Mr. J. B. Chadwick, proposed by Mr. Wright, secon¬ 
ded by Mr. Locke. 

Mr. H. Latham, proposed by Mr. Noel-Pillers, secon¬ 
ded by Mr. Stent. 

Mr. H. Bibby, proposal by Mr. Stent, seconded by 
Mr. Locke. 

Election of members. Mr. Warwick Fowle, Birken¬ 
head ; Messrs. W. G. Berry, W. L. Cockburn, J. W. 
White, G. M. Davey, T. Scotson, Hy. Sumner, inr., all 
of Liverpool ; T. Wilson, Nantwich; J. J. Garside, 
Stockport; C. F. Shawcrosa, Altrincham ; J. B. Garside, 
Congleton ; and N. Howe, Macclesfield were unanimous¬ 
ly elected. 

Honorary member . As some doubt existed about 
electing honorary members under the rules, it was ar¬ 
ranged to postpone this for further consideration. 

Place of meeting. A discussion arose as to changing 
the rooms for meetings in Manchester, but it was agreed 
to leave the matter for the present. 

The President reported that the Council thought it 
advisable to draw up a list of subjects for discussion at 
future meetings, and the names of certain gentlemen 
were submitted for consideration. 

Professional Fees. 

Mr. Brittlebank proceed that the question of fees 
in the arpa covered by this Association should be consi¬ 
dered at an early date, and that the Council be asked to 
draw up recommendations as a basis to work from. 

Treasurer's Report. Mr. Stent regretted that he was 
unable to give a complete report, but he would have it 
rinted and circulated for the next meeting. There is a 
alance of about £44 which is better tnan in other 
years. 

Mr. Brittlebank gave notice that he would move at 
the next meeting “That a contribution of £10 10s. be 
sent from this Association to the Victoria University of 
Manchester Extension Fund.” In putting forward this 
resolution he ventured to say that in the minds of a good 
many they hoped that the association between the vet¬ 
erinary profession generally and the large Universities 
would become closer. A fairly intimate association with 
the Manchester University already existed,, and had 
done so for many years. Every possible opportunity 
was given to veterinary surgeons who chose to take ad 
vantage of the facilities offered by this great University. 
Immense fields remained still untouched which he re¬ 
garded as essential not only to the educational but to 
the commercial welfare of our country, and he hoped 
that in proposing such a resolution it would meet with 
the approval of those present. 


Report by Mr. G. H. Locke, delegate of the Lanca¬ 
shire V.M.A. to the Royal Sanitary Institute Congress 
held at Newcastle-on-Tyne, July 28th to August 2nd, 
1919. 

I beg to report that I attended the meetings of the 
Conference, and am pleased to say it was the best atten¬ 
ded by veterinarians I have ever seen, in addition to 
representatives of other bodies interested in Public 
Health. The papers were very interesting and instruc¬ 
tive to all. These have been published in the veterinary 
journals. 

Mr. J. Malcolm f.r.o.v s., presided, and opened the 
proceedings with a presidential address. The following 
papers were read :— 

(1) Rabies, a paper by Sir Stewart Stockman, read in 
his absence by Mr. Malcolm. Discussion opened by 
Prof. Gaiger, Glasgow. 

(2) The Utilization of Condemned Meat and other 
Foodstuffs with waste products of slaughtering in the 
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manufacture of poultry, pig and dog foods, read by 
Messrs. Lloyd and Priestly of Sheffield. Discussion 
opened by Mr. Hayhurst, Islington Market, London. 

(3) Equine Mange, by Prof. Gofton, Edinburgh. 
Discussion opened by Prof. Wooldridge. 

(4) The Position of Veterinary Science in this country 
in relation to Public Health and Agriculture. Discussion 
opened by Mr. Parker, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

(6) The Relation of County and Municipal Veterinary 
Inspectors to the Control of Contagious Disease in Ani¬ 
mals, and the fuller development of a wholesome Meat 
and Milk supply, by Mr. Hugh Begg, Lanark. Discussion 
opened by Mr. Parker. 

All the papers were well discussed in the short time 
at our disposal. The Veterinary section could well fill 
in another day at these meetings. 

The following resolution with respect to rabies was 
passed unanimously 

“ That in the opinion of the section, a recommenda¬ 
tion should go to the Council of the Royal Sanitary In¬ 
stitute, asking them to forward this resolution to the 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries ” :— ] 

“That the Rabies Order of 1919 should be so altered 
in the interests of the general public that no suspicious 
case of rabies should be shot or destroyed in any other 
way ; but that it be kept under detention and observa¬ 
tion to enable the veterinary officers of the Board to ar¬ 
rive at an early diagnosis as to whether the dog was the 
subject of rabies or not.” This resolution is sent be¬ 
cause it is in the interest of the person bitten that a 
very early diagnosis should be arrived at. 

A second resolution was unanimously passed for con¬ 
sideration by the Council of the R.S.I., with a view to 
its being forwarded to the Prime Minister, the Minister 
of Health and the President of the Board of Agriculture : 
“That in the interests of Public Health, no satisfactory 
improvement can be expected in the inspection of meat 
unless the Ministry of Health take the necessary steps 
to abolish all private slaughter-houses in Great Britain 
and Ireland ; and that unless fully qualified veterinary 
surgeons well versed in meat inspection are appointed 
to carry out the efficient inspection of animals, the in¬ 
habitants of this country will continue to consume con¬ 
siderable quantities of diseased, unsound and unwhole¬ 
some food ; and it is urged that ante-mortem and post¬ 
mortem inspections in all cases be made.” 

The last resolution was proposed by the Chairman of 
the Islington Markets Committee, seconded by the 
Chairman of the Sheffield Health Committee and sup¬ 
ported by the Chairman of the Lanarkshire Health 
Committee and the Chairman of the Wrexham Health 
Committee, thus showing that we have some support 
from non-veterinary representatives of public bodies 
who understand and are greatly interested in Public 
Health. 

This concludes a short resume of the proceedings. 
Once more allow me to thank you for honouring me as 
your representative. 

Mr. Taylor moved that Mr. Locke be thanked for 
representing the Association and for his report which 
should be entered on the minutes. 

Mr. W0L8TKNholme seconded, and it was carried. 

Specimens. 

Mr. Wolstbnholmi submitted two pathological 
specimens ; one shewed hypertrophy of the lower jaw of 
a horse and the other the tibia of a horse kicked from 
the opposite side, a slight puncture was made which 
became infected with something like synovial pus. The 
horse which was in considerable pain was put in slings 
and the wound treated antiseptically for twenty-one 
days and did fairly well during that time. It then 
would sit down in the breeching, which interfered with 


the circulation of the hind leg. The owners decided, on 
sentimental grounds, to have the animal destroyed and 
this was done on the twenty-second day. The specimen 
was interesting as showing the extent of the iniury to 
the tibia and the amount of repair that had taken 
place. 

The President showed two photos of the demodex 
in the horse and in the dog, magnified about 250 times. 
He also reported that the mare which was operated 
upon at the last meeting of the Association is going on 
well. She has been turned out on a farm and does not 
show any symptoms when not working. A further re¬ 
port will be made. 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 

By Mr. A. W. Noel-Pillers, Liverpool. 

Gentlemen,—My first duty is to thank you for the 
honour you have done me m electing me to be your 
President for the ensuing year. It is an honour which 
I greatly appreciate, and I shall do my utmost to carry 
out the duties of the office in such a manner as will place 
me somewhere near those excellent gentlemen who have 
already gone before me. 

I feel that ever since the termination of the war, we 
have done a tremendous lot of talking about the things 
we have left undone and the things we ought to have 
done. I think actions are more important than words, 
and it is time that we started and actually did some¬ 
thing. We are always talking about our close relation¬ 
ship to the medical profession, and where we fail to 
achieve the same ends that this profession has achieved. 
It is, I think, generally due to ourselves ; and the public 
judge ns by the manner in which we ourselves conduct 
our business, so that the better we conduct it, the more 
we shall be thought of. In this direction, I think that 
some of the signs exhibited by veterinary surgeons are 
extremely unprofessional, and quiet consultation among 
ourselves could remedy quite a number of these. Some 
premises are not much better. 

The employment of unqualified assistants is, to my 
mind, an extremely short-sighted policy, because, by so 
doing, a veterinary surgeon is admitting that a man 
who has not been through a scientific course is as good 
as himself, and, in addition, it encourages owners of 
animals to think the same. In quite a number of prac¬ 
tices, the present owner owes his position to starting in 
that practice as an assistant, and unless this principle is 
recognised certain employers of unqualified assistants 
are robbing themselves of a satisfactory successor. 

I think Ireland is to be congratulated on the appoint¬ 
ment of whole-time veterinary inspectors to counties, 
yet the veterinary press in England does not appear to 
anticipate such an event as an advantage to the profes¬ 
sion. The conscientious and enthusiastic whole-time 
veterinary inspectors will, to my mind, place a great 
amount*ot work in the hands of neighbouring veterinary 
surgeons. 

We are all looking forward to great things being done 
by an energetic National Veterinary Medical Association. 
I feel that some careful steps yet need to be taken in 
order to make this an effective organisation, and I think 
that one subscription to the local division or society 
should make a veterinary surgeon a member of the 
National without any further fees ; that is to say, by 
paying one fee of say fifteen shillings or one pound to 
nis local society, he would automatically become a 
member of the National. Possibly too, something might 
be done in order to include such benefits as are derived 
from the two benevolent funds, namely, the National 
Veterinary Benevolent and Mutual Defence and the 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent. Being a small profes¬ 
sion numerically, combination is essential. The multi¬ 
plication of societies with the same ends in view does 
not lead to unity. 
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One of the most important items is the question of 
some standardisation of minimum fees for certain kinds 
of professional work. I understand that during the 
war, members of the profession in Liverpool met and 
agreed to a minimum fee for contract horse practice. In 
other towns I am imformed that some contracts are ex¬ 
ecuted for a very low amount indeed, lower even than 
the usual amount now paid for one insurance inspection. 
How does that sound after all the harsh words we have 
heard poured upon Insurance Companies ] There may 
be some other places where the fees are also too low to 
ensure good work. My complaint is not directed against 
any particular person but aims at benefiting all. A 
number of firms have horses in several towns and the 
action of some veterinary surgeons reflects very unfa¬ 
vourably upon the veterinary surgeons in other towns. 
It is of no use grumbling at the prices paid for atten¬ 
dance to horses under the Army hire-purchase system if 
similar work is done for other owners at a price less than 
that paid by the Army. Municipal bodies are combined 
into an association and the prices paid by the munici¬ 
pality in one town may be compared with those paid in 
others. For my own part, I think that anybody who 
expects to have his horses properly attended to at such 
low fees per annum deserves all he gets, but it does seem 
a pity, to my mind, that just for the sake of a little 
combination a just reward for services cannot be ob¬ 
tained, especially when it is known how unfavourably it 
affects all other aspects of fees ; thus, it could easily be 
argued that if a veterinary surgeon can contract for 
horses for one year at such fees it would be approxi¬ 
mately proportional to offer him about one shilling for 
an insurance case, and so on. 

We have had examples during the war of Government 
Services employing unqualified men, and it behoves us 
all to point out as strongly as possible the injustice of 
such actions. 

The Ministry of Health is occupying an important 
place in the thoughts of a number ot us, and we should 
therefore be prepared to be able to execute any of the 
duties that are likely to devolve upon us under this 
Ministry. In this direction milk hygiene should play a 
very important part, and we should be prepared to be 
able to say that we are the persons to carry out all 
branches of milk hygiene. With this end in view, 1 
have placed on the table Klein’s “ Milk Hygiene ” which, 
I think, gives sufficient material for us to refresh our¬ 
selves upon the subject. In milk hygiene, the question 
of mammitis will prove to be very important, and al¬ 
though it is a very difficult book to read, I think a great 
deal of information can be derived from Sven Wall’s 
book on mastitis, which I will hand round. 

The value of an Association such as ours for bringing 
up all kinds of difficult professional points, either in 
practice or in the treatment of individual members of the 
profession by each other, is unbounded, and by meeting 
and discussing these points we ought to be able to build 
up a much healthier feeling between members of the 
profession. We look forward to the year 1920 being 
the means of cementing veterinary practitioners together 
in such a manner that the profession will be able to 
take combined action wherever its interests, those of 
the diseases of live stock, or those of veterinary public 
health are concerned. 

To the younger members of the profession who have 
joined our Association, we look for material in the form 
of papers and clinical specimens to make our meetings 
bright and useful, so that the pioneers of the Associa¬ 
tion may “ rest on their oars,” and see that the younger 
generation are not neglecting the possibilities which 
have been made for them since the Lancashire Veteri¬ 
nary Medical Association was inaugurated in 1862. 

I cannot do better than quote the objects for which 
the Association was formed, and ask every member of 


the Association to make them his motto with regard to 
the Association and the practice of his calling, namely, 
“ The elevation of the social standing of the profession 
generally ; tbc establishment, promotion and mainten¬ 
ance of a good and friendly understanding amongst its 
members ; the supervision and protection of their pro¬ 
fessional and pecuniary interests ; and the reading and 
discussion of scientific subjects relating to the theory 
and practice of Veterinary Medicine and Surgery. 

One of the first questions, then, that we shall have to 
tackle is that raised with regard to professional fees. 
Unless this is done, I do not see how the L.V.M.A. can 
carry any weight with other veterinary associations, 
neither can it recommend any of its members to repre¬ 
sent the profession at the Council R.C.V.S., and its offi¬ 
cers must be judged insincere and unworthy of remaining 
in office. 

Mr. Taylor proposed that a vote of thanks be given 
to the President for his address. This was seconded by 
Mr. Brittlebank and carried. 

John Spruell, Hon. Sec. 


SCOTTISH METROPOLITAN DIVISION. 

The annual meeting was held in the Royal (Dick) 
Veterinary College, on January 28th at noon. 

The members present were : Messrs. J. Peddie, A. 
Baird, W. W. Peggie, P. Wilson, J. Cameron, A. Spreull, 
jrn., A. Mackenzie, D. MacFarlane, J. Aitken, T. Calling, 
W. D. Connochie, W. Bannatyne, T. M. Inglis, A. Gof- 
ton, J. Matheson, J. Henderson, Dr. O. C. Bradley, 
Profs. J. Russell Oreig, W. M. Mitchell and R. G. IJn- 
ton. 

The visitors present included : Col. J. J. Aitken, and 
Col. F. C. Stratton, Scottish Command, Messrs. W. Cat- 
tell, A. Whitelaw Carter, G. McElligott, J. R. Rider, A. 
K. Cameron, A. Rouse, J. Baird, R. G. Anderson, T. 
Bannatyne, J. Bishop, D. Imrie, and Professor Gaiger, 
Glasgow. 

The meeting opened at noon with a demonstration on 
Plantar Neurectomy in the standing position, by A. 
Gofton, Esq., f.r.c.v.8. Following this operation J. 
Matheson, Esq., Musselburgh, performed the Perrier up¬ 
per operation for quittor under general anaesthesia. 

As soon as this operation was completed the members 
and visitors adjourned to luncheon in the College build¬ 
ing on the invitation of the senior Vice-President, A. 
Gofton, Esq. Mr. Gofton’s guests thoroughly appreci¬ 
ated his hospitality. After lunch the meeting was con¬ 
tinued. 

The minutes of the last meeting, which were read and 
approved recorded the presence of the late Prof. J. R. U. 
Dewar. The Chairman, Mr. A. Gofton, referring to the 
1 088 the Society had sustained through the death of 
Prof. Dewar, said that at the last meeting of the Associ¬ 
ation it had been his duty to ask the members to pass a 
vote of condolence with the relatives of the Society’s 
President, Mr. John Riddoch. It was with regret that 
he found himself in a similar position on this occasion. 
As they were all probably aware, an eminent and highly 
respected member had passed away since the last meet¬ 
ing, namely Prof. Dewar. 

It was unnecessary for him to say much with reference 
to the late Prof. Dewar. He was well known to all of 
them and occupied a high place in their esteem. Many 
of them were indebted to him for kindnesses shown at 
various times. All were agreed that the Society and 
the profession had sustained a very material loss by his 
removal from amongst them. He wished to propose 
that a vote of condolence be sent to Mrs. Dewar ana her 
family in the name of the Society. 

The motion was passed, the members standing in 
silence. 
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Apologies for absence were received from Dr. Bradley, 
Messrs. Anderson, Borthwick, T. P. Young, H. Thomp¬ 
son, A. Wallace, J. Reynard, J. Taylor ana A. Wilson. 

A letter was read from Dr. Leighton of the Scottish 
Board of Health asking the Society to appoint a dele¬ 
gate to attend a meeting for the discussion of Meat In¬ 
spection Uniformity. Mr. J. Peddie was elected and 
agreed to attend on behalf of the Society. 

The financial statement showed a balance in hand. 

The following gentlemen were elected members of the 
Society Prow. J. R. Greigand W. M. Mitchell and 
Messrs. J. Matheson and T. Dalling. 

Gentlemen nominated for membership were Messrs. 
N. Bisset, T. Grahame, A. F. Lamont, T. Bannatyne, 
Wm. C. Miller, R. Scott Little, D. Buchanan, J. R. 
Rider, and J. Somerville proposed by Mr. W. W. Peggie 
and seconded by Prof. Mitchell. Messrs. J. Edgar and 
A. McTurk, and Prof. D. C. Matheson proposed by Mr. 
Gofton and seconded by Mr. Peddie. Mr. W. Harley 
proposed by Prof. Mitchell and seconded by Prof. Lin¬ 
ton. 

Office bearers were elected as follows 

President : Mr. A. Gofton, proposed by Mr. P. Wilson 
and seconded by Mr. James Henderson. 

Vice-Presidents : Messrs. A. Wilson, J. Taylor aud 
W.W. Peggie. 

Secretary and Treasurer : Prof. R. G. Linton. 

A uditors : Messrs. A. Baird and J. Taylor. 

Council : Dr. O. C. Bradley and Messrs. J. Matheson, 
A. Baird and J. Henderson. 

Discussion on the Operations. 

The Chairman opening the discussion said that it 
would be unnecessary for nim to enter on a discussion 
on the reasons for the operation of neurectomy. It had 
been practised for so many years that comment on its 
utility would be superfluous. He had at first some 
hesitation in commencing the standing operation, but 
once he had got over the hesitation and had experience 
of his horse in the standing position under a local anses- 
thetic, he felt quite sure that those who had seen the 
operation performed that day would appreciate the 
reasons which led him to decide that in future he would 
not again resort to casting the horse for this operation. 
In his opinion the standing position materially simpli¬ 
fied the procedure. They would also have observed the 
efficiency of a local anaesthetic by the fact that the ani¬ 
mal gave no response whatever when the nerve was di¬ 
vided. 

One feature of interest he might mention in connec¬ 
tion with the operation of neurectomy in mules. These 
animals were bad subjects for neurectomy. Experience 
had shown that the majority of mules subsequent to the 
operation gnawed their feet, and every effort to prevent 
them continuing to do so was futile. This followed 
both the median and plantar operations. Navicular 
disease was relatively common amongst mules and the 
plantar and median operations of neurectomy were in¬ 
advisable in these animals in consequence of the num¬ 
bers which gnawed their feet subsequently. It was 
found that in the early stages of navicular disease the 
posterior digital or lower plantar operations reduced the 
lameness to an extent sufficient to permit of the resump¬ 
tion of work. In the advanced stages of the disease 
posterior digital neurectomy was seldom satisfactory. 
It invariably relieved the lameness but not to (a degree 
which justified resumption of work. Gnawing of the 
coronets was unknown after post-digital neurectomy. 

Mr. SPREULL«sked what local anaesthetic Mr. Gofton 
used and the Chairman replied that he injected one 
grain of cocaine dissolved in two c.c. of water over each 
nerve 

Mr. J. Matheson then described the operation he had 
performed in the morning. The horse, he said, is cast 


and chloroformed. The affected leg is freed from the 
hobble and fixed in a suitable position, and a tourniquet 
applied. The operation is carried out as far as possible 
under aseptic conditions, the pastern being cleaned off 
thoroughly and the hair shaved. 

An incision is made a little above the coronary band 
and parallel to it extending the length of the swollen 
tissues. A crescent shaped incision is then made joining 
the ends of the first incision, and the tissues included 
are removed. This exposes the upper border of the 
lateral cartilage which is removed by an incision with an 
ordinary scape], in the first place between the lamina* 
and the cartilage, and another incision parallel to the first 
but to the inside of the cartilage. The cartilage is then 
removed by cutting along the lower border. Any carti¬ 
lage left should be excised by a cartilage knife or curette. 
Care should be taken that all the cartilage and diseased 
and discoloured tissue is removed. An antiseptic pow¬ 
der is packed into the wound, which is then covered with 
a pad of boiled wool and bandaged up tightly. The 
dressing should be left on for ten to fourteen days and 
the after treatment merely(consist8 of keeping the wound 
clean. Out of 500 cases taken at random in France the 
percentage of cures was over 90 per cent and the average 
time was 45‘5 days. 

Mr. Baird thought the new operation was a great im¬ 
provement over the old one, as with the older method 
there was frequently great deformity of the hoof, and 
healingwas protracted. 

Mr. Peddie said he wished in the first place to thank 
Mr. Matheson for his demonstration on the Perrier 
(upper) operation for Quittor, which he performed very 
neatly and expeditiously. The case operated on struck 
him as being one of very old standing, owing to the 
amount of new tissue formation around the coronet. 

It was the first time he had witnessed the operation 
and it impressed him favourably for several reasons. It 
is much easier accomplished than any of the other well- 
known methods of excising the lateral cartilage in whole 
or in part, it does not necessitate any interference with 
the hoof, healing is said to take place rapidly, and the 
animal can be returned to work at a much earlier period. 
He wished to ask Mr. Matheson if there is any sub¬ 
sequent trouble with the pocket resulting from the oper¬ 
ation, seeing there is no drainage, and he asked for 
information concerning the composition of the dressing 
used subsequent to the operation. 

Mr. James Henderson thanked the gentlemen who 
had given the demonstrations. He said that when he 
looked on at the Quittor operation he thought that an 
American operating table would be very useful. 

Instead of having to bend down near the ground and 
still nearer to the straw, with all that involves, the 
operator could be working in the standing position and 
at the comfortable height of a table. The patient being 
thus elevated above the litter there is an ideal chance 
for asepsis, while instruments and other appliances can 
be conveniently placed on the unoccupied table surface. 
In the United States this table has long passed the!ex- 
perimental stage, and every practitioner who is establish¬ 
ed in practice has one of his own. In the States one 
meets with a very large proportion of Quittor cases from 
picked up nails, and these cases are all operated on by 
means of tables. These tables are about ten feet square, 
they are padded and covered with strong canvas. The 
top is hinged at one side and by means of a crank and 

f iinion it is brought to the perpendicular position, the 
ower edge being about a foot from the ground. The 
patient is then led alongside of it and the head is secured 
oy passing the halter rope through a hole in the table 
for the purpose. A broad 'powerful band fixed to the 
table surface is carried under the horse’s belly, up over 
his side, and is fixed again at the upper edge of the table. 
The hone thus being secured the table is turned by 
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means of the crank and pinion to the horizontal. The 
legs are then secured as required by ropes* passing 
through holes in the table. It is used for all operations 
which can be done with the horse lying upon his side. 

Over twenty years ago such a table could be bought 
for £12 to £15. 

The Chairman said that he unfortunately had not 
seen Mr. Matheson perform the Quittor operation that 
day, having been obliged to leave for a meeting. Like 
Mr. Matheson he had had a great deal of experience 
of quittor operations in the Base hospitals in France 
In the early days of the War the well-known lower 
operation was performed, but, experience had shown 
that the upper operation as performed by Mr. Mathe¬ 
son gave vaslly superior results, both m regard to 
the percentage of recoveries and to the time required for 
treatment subsequent to the operation. With the upper 
operation the large mass of fibrous tissue which was a 
common feature of the lower operation, and which was 
so frequently associated with subsequent lameness, was 
practically an unknown quantity. 

One word of warning seemed very desirable. In ex¬ 
cising the cartilage care was requiredito avoid damage or 
destruction to the sensitive laminae by taking away too 
much of the tissues superficial to the cartilage. It had 
been his experience to handle a number of cases in which 
the destruction of the laminae had occurred, and he haul 
found that the most satisfactory result which it was 
possible to obtain in those conditions always left false 
quarter. With care there was no need to excise anything 
more than the cartilage, and so long as the tissues re¬ 
moved were confined to the cartilage the risk of a false 
quarter did not arise. At first it would appear that the 
cavity loft after removal of the cartilage was contrary to 
surgical principles. When he first commenced the upper 
operation he packed this cavity with guaze, but he soon 
abandoned this procedure, and merely filled the cavity 
with dry dressing, which was left in position for 12 to 
14 days, at the end of which time the pocket was found 
to have granulated up and to be practically filled. 
Ordinarily the wound was healed in from 5 to 7 weeks 
from the date of operation. 

Mr. Matheson replied that it had given him very 
great pleasure to undertake this higher operation for the 
relief of Quittor for the benefit of the Members of the 
Society. He expressed his thanks for the way in which 
bis efforts had been received by the Members, and for 
their kindly criticism. He was confident that the;Perrier 
operation would take the place of former methods, on 
account of its many advantages. With regard to the 
points raised by Mr. Peddie be assured the Members that 
there was no trouble with the pocket, as by the time the 
dressings are removed in about ten days if all goes well, 
this is completely filled up by granulation tissue. The 
dressing used is a mixture of biniodide of mercury and 
boraric acid, 20 grains of the former to one ounce of the 
latter and it seems to act very well. While in France 
he operated on a very large number of animals by this 
method for the cure of Quittor and the results were 
excellent. He thought the case operated on today was 
one of old standing, but he had no knowledge of the 
previous history, as he only saw the animal for the first 
time that morning. 

A cordial vote of thanks to the Chairman and Mr. 
Matheson brought the Meeting to a close. 

R. Q. Linton, Hon. Sec. 


NORTH MIDLAND DIVISION. 

The Quarterly Meeting was held at Sheffield on Dec¬ 
ember 16th, when the following members were present— 
Mr. T. C. Fletcher (Past-president) in the Chair, Captain 
Brown, r. a. v.c., Captain Green, rjlv.c., Messrs. Furness, 


Hudson, Sampson, Smith, Torrance, and the Honorary 
Secretary. Mr. J. Malcolm Armfield was also present 
as a visitor. 

The Minutes of the last Quarterly meeting were taken 
as read and confirmed. 

The Honorary Secretary read the Minutes of the Coun¬ 
cil meeting held on December 2nd, and these were 
received and adopted. 

Apologies for inability to be present were received 
from Major Abson, d.s.o., Mr. King Clark of Chesterfied, 
and the President, Mr. Collinson. 

Upon the proposition of Mr. Fletcher, seconded by 
Mr. Sampson, Mr. King-Clark of Chesterfield, and Mr. 
H. L. Torrance of Sheffield, were elected Members of the 
Association. 

The Honorary Secretary reported the death in Egypt 
of Captain A. D. Morgan, a Member of the Association, 
and on the proposition of Mr. Fletcher, seconded by 
Captain Green, a vote of condolence with his widow was 
passed in silence. 

Mr. Fletcher raised the question of Insurance Ex¬ 
amination Fees and after some discussion, the Honorary 
Secretary proposed and Mr. Fletcher seconded that a 
small sub-committee be appointed to go further into the 
matter. This was carried, and the following were elected 
to the sub-committee—Messrs. W. Collinson, T. C. 
Fletcher, J. A. Hodgman, R. Hudson, S. E. Sampson, 
and the Honorary Secretary. 

Mr. Sampson suggested that a letter be sent to the 
different Insurance Companies asking for information as 
to the fees to be paid during 1920. 

Election op Officers. 

President : Mr. R. Hudson, F.R.c.v.s.of Retford, Notts, 
was proposed by Mr. Furness. This was seconded by 
Mr. Sampson and carried. 

Mr. Hudson thanked the Members for electing him to 
the honour of the chair, and hoped with the assistance 
of the Members to have a successful year of office. 

Mr. Collinson now becomes past-president and Major 
Abson and Mr. T. Bowett, Vice-Presidents. 

The Hon. Secretary , lion. Treasurer and Auditor's 
were re-elected. 

The Council^ for 1920 was elected as follows: All 
the above officers ex-officio, and Messrs. Fletcher, 
Furness, Green, Nixon, Robinson and Smith were elected. 

SPECIFIC OPHTHALMIA 
by 

H. L. Torrance, M.R.c.v.s.,D.v.s.M.,Vict. 

Senior Assistant Veterinary Inspector, City of Sheffield. 

The first case of specific Ophthalmia I saw was in 
France, at Nieppe, about February, 1916, in a Veterinary 
Officer’s charger which had just come from the base. 
The disease never really became serious in any of the 
units in my veterinary charge until June, 1917, when we 
were in the Somme area, on the ground which the Ger¬ 
mans vacated in the Spring of that year. 

My first cases were m a Divisional Train Coy. about 
8 or 9 horses being affected. For the sake of the patients 1 
comforts, I had the horses isolated and shackled by a 
forefoot, because they showed a great desire to rub the 
affected eye or eyes on any object within reach, and some 
even rubbed their eyes on their knees. Various lotions 
were tried, made from what suitable drugs one had in 
field, but 1 was most disappointed with the resnlt of the 
treatment. Some of the cases would improve wonder¬ 
fully and were returned to duty in a few days, but after 
very short service, in most cases they were soon on the 
sick lines again. 

After about two months in this area I was transferred 
to a base hospital, were I found a great number of simi¬ 
lar cases. Tne disease then seemed to be rapidly in¬ 
creasing, and reaching such serious proportions that 
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Bpecial hospitals were selected for the reception and 
treatment of ophthalmia cases. 

I was fortunate in being placed in charge of two wards 
in one of these hospitals, where one had a better opport¬ 
unity of studying the disease. I made some notes on 
some experiments and observations which were carried 
out during the six months from September, 1917 till 
March, 1918, and in the hope that they may prove of 
interest I bring them before you. 

The disease which we understand by the words ‘Spec¬ 
ific Ophthalmia’ is really an iridio-cyclitis or uveitis, 
because the first part of the eye to be affected is the iris, 
then the disease spreads along and affects the entire 
uveal tract (iris, ciliary body and choroid). The most ad¬ 
jacent tissues suffer next, and the condition spreads until 
practically the whole of the eye is involved. 

Bacteriology. Cultures were made from the conjunc¬ 
tive of horses suffering from specific ophthalmia and the 
following organisms were isolated ; Staphylcoccus pyo¬ 
genes aureus, Straphylococcus pyogenes albus and a 
diphtheroid bacillus which differed from the xeroxis 
bacillus found on the human conjunctiva, and held by 
Borne as causing, with the presence of other organisms, 
infectious conjunctivitis. Cultures of this organism 
were made on Lcefflers’s Medium (calf’s or lamb’s blood 
serum 3 parts, neutral peptone bouillon 1 part, made 
from veal with 1 % grape sugar added to it) the colonies 
were washed off with distilled water and instilled into 
a normal eye. This did not cause any noticeable change 
in the normal conjunctiva. It would appear that this 
organism has its normal habitat on the equine conjunc¬ 
tiva. 

The fluids in the anterior and posterior chambers were 
examined microscopically but no organism could be de¬ 
tected, and efforts to produce a culture on a great variety 
of media were unsuccessful. 

Communicability. Many attempts were made to con¬ 
vey the disease to a healthy subject but all were unsuc¬ 
cessful. Several methods were employed—1. By 
transferring the discharge from a diseased to a normal 
eye on another subject 2. As above after scarification 
of the conjunctiva. 3. Transferring some of the fluid 
from the anterior chamber of an affected eye to the 
anterior chamber of a normal eye on another subject. 
4. Taking a piece of the diseased iris from a case of spec¬ 
ific ophthalmia and introducing it into the anterior 
chamber of a healthy subject. 5. Several horses were 
kept for 3 months in the same ward with the affected 
ones and allowed to mix freely with them, but they did 
not develop the disease. My charger was 5 months in 
the same ward, and when I was transferred to a division 
he accompanied me and up to April, 1919, he had not 
Bhown any signs of the disease. 

It is interesting to note that in one of the subjects 
which had a piece of diseased iris introduced into the 
anterior chamber of the eye a condition was developed 
which could not be distinguished from the disease as it 
appears naturally, and when he recovered certain com¬ 
mon sequelae remained—pigmentary deposits on the 
anterior lens capsule, evidence of posterior synechia with 
some haziness of the vessels round the optic disc. Dur¬ 
ing the operation there was rather more haemorrhage 
into the anterior chamber than one saw in similar oper¬ 
ations, and I think that this was due to some injury to 
the iris during our manipulations. Unfortunately, I 
could not keep the horse under observation for a suf¬ 
ficiently long period to note whether there was any 
recurrence of the disease. 

Symptoms. In the most acute cases there is some 
constitutional disturbance; the temperature is raised to 
about 103° F. with anorexia, dullness, listlessness, and 
the animal seems to suffer a good deal of pain. Alter a 
few days these symptoms pass off and only the local eye 
symptoms are noticeable. 


The earliest changes appear to take place in the iris, 
which loses its lustre and the crypts are less marked. 
In a few hours a very active intis exists, the iris is 
congested, dull, reacts sluggishly to light, and an ex¬ 
udate is exuding from its surfaces, some of which passes 
into the aqueous humour and lodges at the lowest part 
of the anterior chamber, forming the yellowish deposit 
which is so marked in the most acute cases. Some of 
the exudate from the posterior surface of the iris may 
become adherent to the anterior capsule of the lens 
forming posterior synechue, which is easily detected 
from the tact that the pupil does not react to light. If 
this exudate becomes properly organised, firm adhesions 
are set up which cannot be broken down without surg¬ 
ical interference, and vision is seriously affected or may 
be lost altogether. 

Accompanying the acute iritis are the usual symptoms 
of any painful affection of the eye, i.e., photophobia, 
profuse lacrymation ; conjunctivitis and keratitis. The 
keratitis takes the form of a peripheral vascularity 
with steaminess of the cornea. Practically all the 
tissues in the eye are involved to a greater or lesser 
extent, and when the symptoms pass off they do not quite 
return to the normal, but show some trace of the disease. 

The inflammation spreads along the uveal tract 
affecting the ciliary bodies and the choroid in the same 
way as the iris, but in the case of the choroid the 
exudate passes into the vitreous or posterior chamber. 
This can be easily seen by the use of an ordinary 
ophthalmic mirror after the pupil has been dilated witn 
atropine. The cloudiness in the posterior chamber 
which in some decree is permanent, and results from an 
attack, is not so clearly seen in a primary or secondary 
attack as the changes in the anterior chamber, but u 
one looks at the vessels radiating from the optic disc 
one can see that there is a certain haziness, and the 
clear definition of the vessels has gone, the green cryptic 
structure of the retina is not so distinct; but after a 
first attack this is difficult to see and requires a good 
deal of practice before it can be detected. 

Gradually the acute symptoms pass away and the eye, 
except for a very close and careful examination, seems 
quite normal and the patient is returned to duty. This 
attack may last anything from 10 days to a month. 1 
have seen cases where one attack would follow so 
rapidly on the other that the animal would remain in 
hospital until he was completely blind. At a very 
variable period, anything I believe from a few days to 
many months, 8 to 10 or even more, the horse may suffer 
from another attack ; and these attacks will recur at 
varying intervals until he is totally blind. Once a 
horse has had one attack, it is just a question of time 
until he becomes blind. 

With each succeeding attack, the symptoms appear as 
described, and after they have passed off, the permanent 
changes are more marked and consequently much more 
easily detected. As to the number of times a horse is 
attacked before he becomes blind, this is very variable 
and depends to a great extent on (1) The severity of 
the attack ; (2) What amount of resolution takes place 
in the diseased tissue; (3) When treatment is com¬ 
menced. 

Very rarely is a horse blind after a first, second or 
third attack, but it is obvious that unless a posterior 
synechia is prevented, or relieved soon after it appears 
by the administration of atropine, that the possibility of 
its becoming permanent is very great. My experience 
has been however that when mydriatics are used early 
in the disease that it takes 6 to 9 attacks to render a 
horse totally blind. 

In the earlier cases sometimes one eye only is affected, 
and when this is the case the other is usually affected 
in a second or a subsequent attack, but quite commonly 
both are affected from the first. 
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After each attack the changes become progressively 
more marked and interfere more with the animal's 
vision. The iris becomes thickened, its lustre is quite 
gone, and the normal colour is changed. It may be 
adherent to the anterior capsule of the lens or to the 
cornea producing anterior synechiae. This is much 
more likely to occur when the pupillary margin of the 
iris becomes adherent to the anterior lens capsule, 
because there is a bulging forward of the iris due to 
there being no escape for the exudate and the secretion 
which fills the anterior chamber. This bulging may be 
so great that the anterior surface of the iris presses on 
the cornea and eventually becomes adherent to it. 

Sometimes the anterior capsule of the lens becomes 
opaque, giving an appearance of cataract and commonly 
described as such, but in the post-mortem examination 
of manv eyes a true cataract has not been met with, 
although it is not uncommon to find the lens misshapen 
from contraction of its capsules. There may be deposits 
on the anterior lens capsule, evidence of a previous 
posterior synechia. These can be quite easily seen with 
the naked eye as white spots of various sizes, but when 
viewed through a mirror, they appear dark in colour. 
There may also be pigmentary deposit on the capsule 
from the posterior surface of the iris. Occasionally 
there is pigmentary proliferation from the pupillary 
margins of the iris which extends across the pupil in 
the Form of pigmentary bridges. A common picture in 
an old case is a very irregular pupillary margin with 
bridges stretching across an opaque capsule from the 
upper to the lower pupillary margin. 

Dislocation of the lens, which may be either anterior 
or posterior, due to rupture of the anterior or posterior 
capsule is not uncommon. 

Marked changes also occur in the posterior chamber 
but can only be seen in the earlier stages before the lens 
capsule has become opaque, or the pupil has become oc¬ 
cluded. In the early cases there is just a cloudiness, 
which increases with recurring attacks until it entirely 
hides the definition of the vessels round the optic disc, 
and the structure of the retina. In old cases large pieces 
of organised deposit can be seen floating about in a 
cloudy vitreous. They appear as irregular greyish mas¬ 
ses floating in a greenish cloudy fluid, the greenish colour 
being due to the reflection of the light from the retina. 
The optic disc appears pink through the haze. 

Where the exudate from the choroid has been great 
the retina may have become detached, and is easily re¬ 
cognised as a wavy membrane lying in the lower half of 
the posterior chamber. 

In the earlier cases there is some increased intra-occu- 
lar tension, but after several attacks this becomes de¬ 
creased and there is an actual shrinking of the whole 
eyeball so that it appears more deeply set in its cavity. 
This shrinking of tne eyeball is associated with wrinkling 
of the skin of the upper eyelid,which presents an angular 
appearance, and the eyelashes on the upper boarder are 
directed downwards. Even when the animal is blind he 
continues to suffer from recurring attacks until practi¬ 
cally all the normal specialised tissue is replaced by or¬ 
dinary connective tissue, the result of the prolonged and 
recurring inflammation. After the animal is blind, re¬ 
curring attacks are not nearly so noticeable, because the 
symptoms are much less severe, and unless the case is 
closely watched may be missed altogether. 

There can be no photophobia, lacrymation is much less 
marked and if the pupil is occluded, as is very likely to 
be the case, one cannot see any of the changes which are 
taking place in the posterior chamber. In these cases 
the constitutional symptoms are absent. 

Treatment. 

In order to relieve the pain the patient should be 
placed in a darkened box, and the eyes should be gently 


syringed with a warm saturated solution of boracic acid. 
Much as the animal resents any manipulation of his eyes, 
I think that if taken quietly and handled with care, he 
must feel benefitted oy this dressing. Sedatives per 
orem are also beneficial. 

A great many drugs were tried in the treatment of 
this disease but with the exception of atropine, little or 
no benefit was derived from tneir use ; even the dura¬ 
tion of an attack did not seem to be appreciably short¬ 
ened. The following drugs were administered per 
orem, quinine, sodium salycilate, and potassium iodiae ; 
hypodermically, nuclein ; and applied locally in the 
form of eye lotions and ointments, atropine, silver ni- 
trate, copper sulphate, zinc sulphate, calomel, and yel¬ 
low oxide of mercury. At one time it was thought that 
good results would be obtained from the use of Lugol’s 
solution injected into the supraorbital fat. Two hun¬ 
dred cases were put under this treatment, but unfortu¬ 
nately no appreciable benefit followed, tne disease ran 
its natural course without being influenced one way or 
another. 

Atropine is of undoubted value in preventing the for¬ 
mation of synechire. by dilating the pupil and resting 
the inflamed iris. As soon as the disease appears the 
eye should be given instillations of atropine every 48 
hours until the acute symptoms have passed off and one 
has the sequelae to deaf with only. 

in order to clear up deposits in the anterior and pos¬ 
terior chambers, the following treatment was adoptea :— 
The eye eye was cocainised, and 1 dram of an 8% salt 
solution was injected beneath the conjunctiva every 
second day for three to four weeks. According to Fuchs 
“The injection of salt solution beneath the conjunctiva 
has a twofold effect, namely, irritation of the tissues and 
alterations in the conditions of diffusion. A more re¬ 
mote consequence of the irritation is the passage of the 
natural protective substances from the blood into the 
tissues and spaces of the eye, and upon this depends part 
of the curative effect of the injections. That alteration 
of the conditions of diffusion occurs because, after the 
injection, there is present beneath the conjunctiva a salt 
solution having a concentration quite different from 
that which belongs to the liquid in the vitreous. The 
differing osmotic tension tends to become equalised 
through the animal membranes which lie between the 
two ^liquids (sclerotic, choroid and retina). Then there 
is given a stimulus to metabolism which may promote 
the absorption of subretinal liquids (in detachment of 
the retina) of exudates in the inner membranes of the 
eye, and of haemorrhage and vitreous opacities.” 

Records were kept of 48 cases which were put under 
this treatment but the results did not justify its general 
adoption in hospital. 

Conclusion . Of many drugs tried, the only one clear¬ 
ly of benefit in the treatment of specific ophthalmia is 
atropine. 

Surgical Interference :— Iridectomy. In many cases 
where the first, second or third attack has resulted in 
posterior synechiae and especially where only the pupil¬ 
lary margin is attached to the anterior lens capsule, it 
was thought that if the operation of iridectomy were per¬ 
formed by making a window in the iris, vision woula be 
sufficiently good to greatly increase the animal’s useful¬ 
ness. 

The Operation. One need hardly point out the great 
necessity for absolutely sterile methods in this operation, 
because sepsis in any degree is almost certain to result 
in hypopyon. After the patient has been cast as little 
movement as possible should be permitted in the oper¬ 
ating theatre, in order to prevent currents of air carrying 
organisms to the seat of operation. The parts for a few 
inches round the eye should be shaved and washed with 
soap and water. At this stage the conjunctiva and the 
eye should be well syringed with a warm saturated sol- 
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ution of boracic acid. Now return to the preparation of 
the skin round the eye, which should be washed with 
ether soap, and when dry should be painted with iodine. 
The whole surface should be covered with a piece of 
sterile gauze until the animal is sufficiently under the 
anaesthetic to commence the operation. A piece of gauze 
with a hole in it about 6 inches in diameter through 
which the operation can be performed should be placed 
in the steriliser with the following instruments : a retrac¬ 
tor to pull the eyelids apart, but suture material through 
the skin does excellently, two pairs of fixation forceps- 
one large to evert the upper eyelid and one small to fix 
the eye while the incision in the cornea is being made, 
a keratome, and a pair of iridectomy scissors. When the 
subject is well under the anaesthetic, the gauze over the 
prepared surface should be replaced by the piece with 
the hole in it from the steriliser, and the operation com¬ 
menced. 

The eyelids are pulled apart by means of the retractors, 
or the suture material, ana the upper one is grasped with 
the fixation forceps and everted. Fix the eyeball by 
grasping the conjunctiva just where it is reflected on to 
the sclerotic with the small pair of fixation forceps. A 
small incision about jin long is now made with the 
keratome in the cornea almost at the Belerotic attach¬ 
ment. Insert the iridectomy forceps through the incision, 
grasp the iris close to the its pupillary margin, and very 
gently withdraw a piece. This portion is then severed 
with the iridectomy scissors. At this stage there is 
generally some haemorrhage into the anterior chamber 
which clears up in a few days. 

The fixation forceps and retractors are now removed 
and the lids closed. No after treatment is necessary 
provided the operation has been performed under strict 
aseptic precautions. 

The following are the daily progressive changes which 
took place in a case which was operated on until the eye 
became normal except for the window in the iris. 

SSth Jan ., IS. Operation. 

SQth Jan. Iris stripped right off anterior lens capsule, 
pupillary margin iris very ragged. Some haemorrhage 
on anterior lens capsule. Can~t make out any detail in 
vitreous, which appears a brownish tint. Ins has lost 
its lustre. 

Slst Jan. Structure of retina can be made out, but 
hazy. Vitreous is much less brownish in appearance. 

1st Feb. Iris is regaining its lustre, exudate over an¬ 
terior lens capsule which can be moved by slight upper 
pressure on cornea. When removed the retina can be 
clearly seen and detail made out. The eye appears to 
be recovering rapidly and apart from the loss of a piece 
of iris looks fairly normal. Optic disc rather hazy, but 
one or two vessels can be made out when one sees it past 
the exudate on anterior lens capsule. 

2nd Feb. Exudate only over nasal third of the pupil. 
Eye still making fair progress, retina clear, vessels on 
disc just slightly hazy. 

Srd Feb. Iinproving rapidly. Iris looks almost nor¬ 
mal except for the piece removed. Exudate on anterior 
lens capsule gone. 

J+th Feb . Eye now quite normal except for the loss of 
the piece of ins. 

5th Feb. No change. 

7th Feb. Eye quite recovered. Iris reacts to light 

Before one could expect success from the operation, 
one would require to know the following particulars — 
1. That the patient had not suffered from more than 
about three attacks ; otherwise the deposits in the vitre¬ 
ous are likely to be so great that even with an opening 
in the iris little improvement in the vision could he ex¬ 
pected. 2. That the anterior lens capsule is not 
opaque. 

If one takes a suitable case for operation, say a pri¬ 
mary or secondary attack, in which case there is not 


likely to be opacity of the lens capsule, and where the 
pupillary margin only is attached to the lens capsule, the 
benefit derived from it will be great, and as it may be 
many months before there is a recurrence of the disease 
the animal may do a great deal of very useful work. I 
deed hardly add that this operation is only usefully per¬ 
formed on horses which do all their work on the roads. 

In conclusion I would like to recognise the advantage 
I perceived from seeing Captain Post of the American 
Army Medical Service ana Major A. Oofton, r.a.v.c., 
who performed the operations on the experimental cases, 
and express my indebtedness to Captain A. Hedging, 
d.s.o., r.a.v.c., for doing all in bis power to facilitate the 
work. 

Discussion. 

Captain Brown said that he had had considerable ex¬ 
perience of Specific Ophthalmia, and had attended 
several meetings of Veterinary Surgeons in France, where 
he had heard and participated in discussions on the sub¬ 
ject As a matter of fact he thought Veterinary Sur¬ 
geons knew nothing about the disease except that it was 
very troublesome. Many cases of blindness attributed 
to Specific Ophthalmia he thought were due to other 
causes. He could recollect several cases where a very 
rapid increase in intra-ocular pressure had resulted in 
blindness in a few days. Was this condition due to the 
same cause as Specific Ophthalmia, or was it a form of 
that disease 1 Mr. Torrance had mentioned that he had 
used Saline solution in the treatment of this disease with 
a view to producing absorption of the exudate in the 
posterior chamber of the eye. Captain Brown thought 
that the success from this line of treatment must be very 
small, because the other tissues in the neighbourhood 
would absorb the solution so rapidly that it could have 
little effect on the posterior chamber. This was a disease 
we knew practically nothing about. We did not know 
the cause and we had no really effective treatment. In 
his opinion the best treatment was to do nothing. 
Calomel seemed to do good but failed later. Turning 
out does just as much good. 

Mr. Armfield stated that he had seen a somewhat 
similar condition in cattle in Rhodesia. The condition 
was not at all understood, and did not respond much to 
treatment. It was sometimes thought that the condition 
was caused by irritation due to grass seeds. The native 
treatment was to make a circle with the cautery round 
the eye. The injection of Liigol’s solution into the 
supra-orbital fat had been tried, also a 1 : 1000 solution 
of Perchloride of mercury. 

Mr. Hudson congratulated Mr. Torrance on his paper 
and said that he had seen very few cases of Specific Op¬ 
hthalmia, and he was not sure that the cases he had seen 
were the same disease which had been so much in 
evidence in army horses in France. At first he thought 
the disease was not recognised by Veterinary Surgeons. 
Lately he had thought the cases he had seen were whAt 
in the old days was common in coaching horses—Recur¬ 
rent Ophthalmia, due to insanitary stables. Bad lighting, 
ventilation, &c. had something to do with it, and no 
doubt these conditions were met with during the War. 
Rubbing of the eyes by affected animals was, he found, 
a great trouble, and was best prevented by covering the 
eyes with flannel wrung out of hot water and covered by 
a mackintosh cloth. Was the disease infectious t Per¬ 
sonally he did not think so. He thought that it was 
constitutional and a blood trouble, the disease symptoms 
being only symptomatic. Three months ago he had a 
case m his practice which recovered and so far there had 
been no recurrence. The patient received hot fomenta¬ 
tions to the eyes as a palliative measure. He also gave 
a purgative followed by the administration of calomel 
internally in daily doses. This treatment in his hands 
had proved most successful. He would like to know if 
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there was any definite period between attacks, and if 
there was any definite period when recurrence may be 
said to have passed. 

Captain Green said that he had seen two or three 
thousand cases, but his only experience was as it 
occurred in the Field. Much useful work had been 
done at the Base in different hospitals, but the treat¬ 
ment suggested from time to time was somewhat diffi¬ 
cult to carry out where units were frequently on the 
move or where horses were standing in the open. There 
had been no signs of the disease among tne animals 
under his charge until they took over from the French 
at Peronne. The same thing occurred at Baupaume 
where they followed the Australians. This made him 
think that the disease must be infectious, and that possi¬ 
bly the infection was carried by flies. These were merely 
thoughts occurring to him which had been neither 
proved nor contradicted. The treatment which seemed 
to be most successful was the internal administration of 
calomel. He did not see much benefit from it when 
injected direct into the eye. 

In Italy he found the disease present; and there he 
tried another line of treatment He found that in the 
early stages the best palliative was Atropine, followed 
by 8% salt solution to clear up the eye, these medicines 
being administered by injecting intra palpebrally. In¬ 
flammation follows this treatment for a few days, but is 
generally followed by shrinkage. When demobilization 
took place in Italy, affected horses were branded “ D ” 
and then slaughtered. The Italians would not buy 
horses with eye affections. The disease often came on 
quite suddenly. All would be well one day—several 
were found affected the next day. This disease was 
the cause of the greatest loss in horses during the War. 
They were usually sent down as cataract. 

Mr. Fletcher said he had very little to add to the 
discussion, because he had not had an opportunity of 
seeing any cases of specific ophthalmia. He though the 
condition seen in Army horses in France was not the 
same as that which used to be described in this country 
as recurring ophthalmia, and which was seen most par¬ 
ticularly in town horses living under bad hygienic con¬ 
ditions. He thanked Mr. Torrance for his paper, and 
hoped that when published it would raise a further dis¬ 
cussion in the veterinary press. He proposed a very 
hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Torrance lor the paper. 

Mr. Torrange, in reply, said that practically all the 
questions raised had been mentioned in the paper except 
Captain Brown’s question about intra-ocular tension 
causing blindness in a few days. Intra-ocular tension 
was one of the early symptoms in specific ophthalmia, 
but Mr. Torrance had not seen a single case of perma¬ 
nent blindness as a result of that one symptom. 

With reference to Mr. Armfield’s remarks about the 
natives using the actual cautery, he might mention that 
he had seen cases in France treated by blistering the 
region of the eyes with biniodide of mercury. It was 
very difficult to see what benefit could be derived from 
such unprofessional and empirical treatment. Specific 
ophthalmia was a most baffling disease, and although 
there had been no positive results of real value due to 
treatment, still negative results were of great compara¬ 
tive value, and saved future observers of the same con¬ 
ditions from having to cover the same experimental 
ground. Mr. Torrance was obliged to the members for 
the patient hearing his paper had received. 

A vote of thanks to tne Chairman terminated the 
meeting. 

J. S. Lloyd, Hon. Sec. 


Soott-Bowden.— On the 21st Feb., at Gillhead 
Moresby, Whitehaven, to Mollie (nee Logan), wife of 
J. Scott-Bowden, R.A.V.C. (T.F.)—a son. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1920. 

Barr, A., Watford ’ 110 

Johnson, J. Ewing. Belfast 110 

MacCormack, H. A. London, N. 110 
Mattinson, A. B., Major, M.C. 110 
Previously acknowledged 652 13 5 


£656 17 5 


WAR HONOURS. 

The King held an Investiture in the Ball Room of 
the Palace at 11 a.m n Feb. 25th. 

The following were severally introduced into the pre¬ 
sence of The King, when His Majesty invested them 
with the Insignia of the respective Divisions of the Or¬ 
ders into which they have been admitted:— 

The Most Honourable Order of the Bath (Mili¬ 
tary Division) and the Most Distinguished Or¬ 
der of Saint Michael and Saint George. 

* * * * 

Col. Fitzpatrick Eassie 

The Dibtinguisbd Service Order. 

* * * * 

Maj. Harold Holness 
Capt. William James 
Maj. Augustus Williams 

The Most Excellent Order of the British Empire. 
(Officers). 

# * * * 

Lt.-Col. George Fowler 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extraots from London OautU 
Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps 
War Office, Whitehall, Feb. 24. 


Maj. R. C. Matthews, d.s.o., retires on ret. pay (Feb. 

25). 

Capt U. W. F. Walker, m.c., resigns his cmmn. (Feb. 
25). 

Capt A. Hodgins. d.s.o., to be actg. Maj. whilst holding 
the appt ofD.A.D.V.S. (Oct. 31*1919). 

Temp. Capt. A. C. Smart relinquishes his oommn. on 
account of ill-health contracted on active service 
(Feb. 25), and retains rank of Capt. 

Feb. 25. 


Capt G. Lloyd, d.s.o., relinquishes the actg. rank of 
Maj. on ceasing to hold the appt. of D.A.D,V.S., (Aug. 
7,1919). 

Feb. 26. 


Temp. Capt E. J. Tomlin relinquishes his opmmn. on 
completion of service (Feb. 19), and retains tne rank 
of Capt. 

Fbb. 27. 


Capt. S. E. Holmes, o.b.e., Spec. Res., relinquishes actg. 
rank of M%j. on ceasing to hold appt of D.A.D. V.S. 
April 0,1919). 
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Mar. 1. 

Capt. P. J. Malone retires, receiving a gratuity (Mar. 1)- 

Mar. 2. 

Supern. Capt. G V E. Oxspring is re9td. to the estabt. 
(Feb. 17). 

Capt. J. W. O’Kelly, o.b.e., relinquishes the act. rank of 
Maj. on ceasing to hold the appt. of D.A.D.V.S. (Feb. 
8) (substituted for the notification in the Gazette of 
Jan. 17). 

Special Reserve of Officers. 

Capt. W. Kendrick resigns his commn. (March 2), and 
retains rank of Capt. 


In 15 cases the samples were found to agree with the 
formula, and were of effective strength at the proposed 
dilution ; six were deficient in active ingredients at the 
dilution submitted by the makers; in the remaining 
five cases the formula required modification to ensure 
an efficient dip. 

Four samples of approved dips obtained in different 
parts of the country were also examined with the object 
of ascertaining whether the diDS as sold or used corres¬ 
pond in composition with tne samples which had 
received the Board’s approval. 

The analyses showed that one of these had not been 
prepared according to the formula previously submitted 
ana approved. 


EXAMINATION OF SHEEP DIPS. 

In the report of the Government chemist upon the 
work of the Government Laboratory for the year ended 
31st March 1919 it is stated that the number of samples 
of sheep dips examined for the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries was twenty-six, These samples were received 
for examination in connection with applications by 
manufacturers for inclusion of their preparations in the 
official “ schedule of efficient dips.” 

Before the Board (now Ministry) give their approval 
to any dips they mu9t be satisfied that the formula 
provides for a sufficient quantity of a recognised active 
ingredient and that the dip has been made in accordance 
with the formula. 


OBITUARY. 

Albert Oledhill, m.r.c.v.s., Strangeways, Manchester. 

Grad. New Edin. : Jan. 1885, 
Mr. Gladhill’s death occurred suddenly on Feb. 24th. 
at 15, New Bridge Street. He had been for over 20 
years a valued assistant with Mr. Tedbar Hopkin. His 
age was 56 years. 

Stanley William Jones, m.r.c.v.s., Luton, Beds. 

Lond: Mar. 1896. 

Mr. Jones died at his residence, Lyndhurst, Cardiff 
Road, on March 3rd, a few days before his 47th birth¬ 
day. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Mar. 2, 1920 


V^UUUSIOO nuouiuu, auiuiaio nvwivnuu • 

Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 



Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Mar. 2.1920 
Note.— The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 



H Mcehl? Journal for tbe profession 

Founded by William Hunting, f.b.o.v.b. 


No. 1653. MARCH 13 , 1920. Vol. XXXII. 


Dogmatism. 

It is an old reproach against Veterinary Surgeons 
that many of them were often too dogmatic in the 
opinions they give to clients, especially in the mat¬ 
ter of diagnosis. To a certain extent it is still 
deserved, though not nearly so much so as it was 
twenty or thirty years ago. The last generation has 
witnessed a great improvement in this respect, 
partly as a result of the deepening and widening of 
our professional education, and perhaps even more 
from the personal influence of a few men. Patho¬ 
logists and clinicians—the latter probably more 
consciously than the former, have co-operated 
in effecting the change. But more than one gener¬ 
ation is required to bring any such alteration to 
completion; and some of our older members, and 
even a few young ones, are still far more dogmatic 
than they ought to be. 

Professionally, this is now far more blameworthy 
than it once was. A great deal of the old-time dog¬ 
matism arose from honest ignorance; and in most 
cases there was much excuse for that ignoranoe. 
Many of us know something of the low standard of 
Veterinary education and the poverty of English 
Veterinary literature in those days; but there are no 
such excuses now. The practitioner to-day who hab¬ 
itually adopts the old airs of diagnostic infallibility is 
either woefully and reprehensibly behind the times, 
or something worse. If he is abreast of profession¬ 
al knowledge, he consciously imposes upon his 
clients. 

Possibly there will always be a few men in the 
Medical profession as well as the Veterinary, prone 
to this fault; but in both professions instances of it 
are gradually becoming fewer and less flagrant. On 
the whole, medical men are distinctly ahead of us 
here, chiefly because their reformation commenced 
earlier than ours. “Medical reserve" was well 
established amongst doctors at a time when it was 
rare indeed in Veterinary Surgeons. We have ad¬ 
vanced a great deal since then; but there are still 
too many of us who shrink from openly suspending 
judgment on a case. The idea, with many, is that 
clients like dogmatism ; and it is true that not a few 
clients still do. But the number of clients of this 
sort is gradually lessening; for varions factors, 
among them the constant use by the profession of 
biological diagnostic agents, have taught the owners 
of this generation a good deal of the limitations of 
clinical diagnosis. It is certain that many practi¬ 
tioners, whose opinions are most highly esteemed 
by their clients, are men wbo never hesitate to own 
themselves in doubt. 


Flies in the Transmission op Swine Fever. 

Dorset and his collaborators have investigated tbe 
importance of flies and other insects in the trans¬ 
mission of swine fever. With this object flies were 
brought into contact with the eyes of animals 
affected with swine fever; or even directly with 
ocular secretion taken from affected animals. At 
different periods these flies were triturated with 
sterile physiological solution, and the emulsion was 
injected into young, healthy pigs susceptible to the 
disease. From this experiment it resulted that tbe 
fly infected in this manner, contains the virus of 
the disease in its organism for at least twenty-four 
hours. 

Another series of young pigs had injections of 
emulsions of flies which from two to seven days 
before had sucked infected blood. All these pigs 
died of swine fever. 

Another series of 32 pigs were exposed to contact 
with eight flies infected by sucking the eye of an 
infected pig. Of these 32, 24 died of swine fever, 4 
contracted the disease in the subacute form, and 
the other 4 remained healthy. 

These experiments demonstrate that swine fever 
is easily transmitted by contact of the secretions of 
a diseased eye with the eye of a healthy pig. Some 
tests made with nasal seoretions led to the same 
result. Swine fever was also determined by means 
flies which had sucked the eyes of diseased pigs, 
and were then placed upon the scarified ears of 
healthy ones.—(La Clinica Veter inarm). 

Immunisation against Babies. 

Bemlinger, in his previous researches regarding 
the action of ether ujxm the rabic virus, had estab¬ 
lished that, if the brain of a rabbit dead of rabies is 
immersed in sulphuric ether, the superficial layers 
are inoffensive for sub-dural inoculation after GO 
hours, and the central portions after 120 hours. 

More recently, he has attempted immunisation 
experiments upon the following lines : — Babic 
brains were kept in ether for a variable number of 
hours; and emulsions made from them were 
repeatedly subcutaneously injected into experi¬ 
mental rabbits. The total dose of emulsion given 
varied from 100 to 1000 o.c. 

Immunisation was obtained in the majority of 
cases. The author found a close relationship 
between the establishment of immunity on the one 
hand, and the quantity and virulence of the emul¬ 
sion inoculated on the other. 

Once established, the immunity is of a remark¬ 
able solidity ; and most frequently its efficacy is 
proof against all testa .—(Journal de MM. VH. et de 
Zooteclinie ). W.B.C. 
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UNREGISTERED PRACTITIONERS. 

The following letter has been drafted as a reply to the 
petition of the Association of Unregistered Practitioners: 

Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 

10, Red Lion Square, W.C.l. 

Veterinary Surueons Act (1881) Amendment Bill 
Dear Sir,— 

In reference to the letter addressed by Mr. D. K. Wil¬ 
kinson to Members of the ^House of Commons with 
regard to the Veterinary Surgeons Act Amendment Bill, 
I am directed to furnish you with the following state¬ 
ment in reply to the allegations therein made. 

The letter is calculated to convey the impression that 
it is the desire of this College to interfere with Castrators 
or any other expert persons in regardjto the performance 
of operations on or the treatment of animals. The 
Council of this College have no such desire and there is 
nothing in the Bill which would give them such powers. 

The statementjthat the College has on several occasions 
attempted to introduce repressive [legislation with the 
object of eliminating unqualified practice is simply un¬ 
true. The Veterinary Surgeons Act does nothing to 
confine the performance of operations or the treatment 
of animals to Veterinary Surgeons, but simply requires 
that no one who has not Qualified as a Veterinary Sur¬ 
geon by attendance at College and by passing the 
necessary examinations shall describe himself as a Vet¬ 
erinary Surgeon. The present Bill makes no alteration 
in the law in this respect. 

In reference to the suggestion that there is a dearth of 
qualified Veterinary Surgeons, 1 am to say that whatever 
snortage exists was occasioned solely by the War, and 
steps are being taken to remedy this by the Ministry of 
Labour, Appointments Dept, which has already awarded 
over three hundred Maintenance and Training Grants to 
oung men who have served during the War and who 
ave now entered upon a course of study to qualify as 
Members of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
It would be nothing short of an enormity that when 
these young men qualify they should find that the prac¬ 
tices for which they had been trained at public expense, 
and which would otherwise have been open to them, 
have been taken by unqualified persons who have never 
had any previous professional study. Nothing would 
tend to interfere so much with the recruiting of the 

E rofession in future as the introduction of a large num- 
er of persons of the standing of the so-called unqual¬ 
ified practitioners. 

The statement that a bye-law of the College u inflicts 
a cruel injustice upon a large number of deserving and 
industrious men ” is also quite untrue. The bye law in 
question is one which forbids veterinaiy surgeons to em¬ 
ploy unqualified persons in their practices in such a way 
as to lead the public to suppose tnat they are qualified. 
This bye-law is exactly of the same nature as the one 
passed by the General Medical Council which forbids 
what is called u covering ” by medical men. It is clear 
that the employment of unqualified persons by veterin¬ 
ary surgeons who represent them to be qualified is not 
in the public interest, but is an advantage only to such 
veterinary surgeons ; and to forbid such a practice in no 
way hinders the right of the unqualified persons to prac¬ 
tise on their own account. 

In the penultimate paragraph of the letter the desire 
is expressed for the introduction of legislation making 
the medical and surgical treatment of animals for fee or 
reward by unregistered persons a penal offence, provided 
the members of the Association of unregistered practi¬ 
tioners are first admitted to the Register. It is impor¬ 
tant to note that the persons who make this proposal 
are either persons who have never spent any period in 
professional study or persons who have failed after such 
study to pass the examinations necessary to obtain the 


diploma. The Council of the College, as representing 
the veterinary profession, does not desire to ask for any 
such powers. 

In view of the fact that the Bill contains nothing 
which holds the slightest menace to unqualified ipracti 
tioners, but will leave them just as free as they are at 
present to practise, the Council submits that the Associ¬ 
ation of Unregistered Practitioners have no ground for 
complaint, ana that the proposals they put forward are 
not such as could be accepted in the public interest.— 
Yours faithfully, 

Fred Bullock Secretary. 


R.C.V.S. WAR MEMORIAL. 

The Secretary begs to acknowledge the receipt of the 
following donations, or promises of donations :— 

* Abson, Major J. £10 0 0 

Baird, Major A. 10 10 0 

* Banham, G. A. 10 0 0 

Begg, H. 1 1 0 

Caton, H. W. 5 5 0 

Cockburn, W. L. 3 3 0 

Elam, C. W. 2 0 0 

Elmes, K. S. 5 0 0 

Farrant, Major A. L. 110 

Foster, Major A. N. 2 2 0 

Fowle, W. 1 1 0 

* Garnett, F. W. 5 0 0 

Greenfield, Major H. 110 

Hall, H. 110 

Heelis, Osmt L. W. 110 

Rogben, H. P. 110 

Hotness, Major H. J. 5 5 0 

King, W. S. 10 10 o 

* Lawson, A. 10 0 0 

Lockwood, G. 5 0 0 

M‘Fadyean, Sir J. 10 0 0 

* McKinna, J. 10 10 0 

* Male, G. r. 15 0 0 

* Mulvey, W. J. 5 0 0 

Nixon, H. 5 5 0 

Price, T. Salusbury 100 0 0 

Roberts, C. 5 0 0 

* Sewell, A. J. 10 10 0 

Smith, Major-Gen. Sir F. 5 o o 

* Trigger, R. C. 10 o 0 

Wbarain, S. 50 0 0 

Woods, W. 10 0 0 

Young, W. Jackson 20 0 0 

£347 7 0 

* Promises. ' - 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1920. In each case the amount is 
£1 Is., except where otherwise indicated. 

Bayley, A. E., London,N.16 Jones, J. L. C., Doncaster 
Bindloss,T.B., Long Sutton Kelly, G. A., Capt r.a.v.o. 
Cockburn, W. L., Liverpool 1919,1920 £2 2s. 

Conner, J., Long Sutton Mayall, G., Bolton 
Curson, H. H., Monro, A., D.A.T.I. 

Grahamstown, S.A. Rice, J. P., 

Elmes, G., St. Albans Ministry of Agric. 

Garry, T. C. London,s.w.18 ~ 

Hancock, R. C. G., 

Uxbridge 
Hide, H. H., Lr. Edmonton 
Hodgman, J. A., Barnsley 
Jarvie, T. R., 

Gateshead-on-Tyne 


noDens, u., runorge wells 
£18 18 0 
Amt Mar. 3 £666 17 5 


Mar , 10. 


£675 15 
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NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

Lincolnshire and District Division. 

The annual meeting of the Association was held at 
the George Hotel, Grantham, on Friday February 19th. 
There were present Mr. C. W. Townsend, Long Stanton, 
President, in the chair, and Messrs. R. W. Knowles, 
Wisbech ; A. D. Lalor, Sleaford; G. Lockwood, Peter¬ 
borough ; T. A. Rudkin, Grantham ; F. H. Sugden, 
Grantham ; D. Cooper, Saxilby; T. Hicks, Sleaford, 
Hon. Sec. 

The minutes of the last meeting, held at Lincoln in 
October 1919, were taken as read and signed, on the 
motion of the Chairman, seconded by Mr. Lalor. 

Apologies for non-attendance were read from the fol¬ 
lowing membersMessrs. W. W. Grasby, T. Holmes, 
F. L. Gooch, T, J. Keall, W. W. Lang, E. W. Parks, H. 
H. Truman and A. S. Leese. 

Mr. Parks resigned his membership of the Association,' 
as the distance of his place of residence prevented him 
attending the meetings. The Chairman 3aid they would 
be very sorry to lose Mr. Parks, but they could appreci¬ 
ate the reason for his resignation. He proposed that 
the resignation be accepted with regret. Mr. Knowles 
seconded this and the resolution was carried. 

Several members were struck off the roll in accordance 
with the rules of the Association. 

Correspondence. A letter from the Central Veterinary 
Association (Ireland) was read, calling attention to three 
resolutions, and suggesting that all veterinary associa¬ 
tions should take the matter up. 

1. “ That a fee of five guineas a day be demanded for 
a whole day s work, with travelling and hotel expenses 
where incurred, add that copies of tnis resolution be sent 
to the officials of the D.A.T.I., the Director General of 
Veterinary Services and the B.A.F. (England).” 

2. “ That this meeting is of opinion that the Tubercu¬ 
losis Act should be worked on a ‘ fee basis Tor the work 
actually done, instead of on a fixed salary as heretofore, 
as the salary in a great many cases was insufficient to 
pay travelling expenses now, and also the other system 
would tend to more efficiency in the carrying out of the 
Act, which is valueless if not thoroughly carried out.” 

3. “That the fees charged to Insurance Companies be 
the same as those charged to ordinary clients, some of 
the companies offering very low fees, on the plea that 
otherwise it would not pay them to take on the business. 
It was pointed out that that was their] business, and 
that it should be arranged for in the premium.” 

Mr. Knowles proposed that as there were not suffici¬ 
ent members present to discuss the matter fully, the let¬ 
ter be allowed to lie on the table. Mr. Rudkin seconded 
and the resolution was carried. 

The following telegram was read u To the Chairman 
L.V.M.A. Sorry, unable to attend. Hope fees for 
boarded-out horses will be considered, also interference 
with scope of local practitioners caused by the scheme,— 
Leese, Stamford. 

The Chairman said no doubt Mr. Leese had some 
grievance. He wished he could have been there to dis¬ 
cuss it. They were quite in agreement, and he proposed 
that the Secretary write to Mr. Leese and ask him to 
give notice and bring the matter before them at the next 
meeting. 

Mr. Knowles seconded and the resolution was adopted. 

Appointment op Officers. 

Mr. Rudkin said how pleased the members were to 
see their good friend ana Hon. Sec. Mr. Tom Hicks out 
of the war without a wound stripe ! 


Mr. Hicks said he had had about nine years of it, and 
felt he could not do justice to the work. 

The President said he would like to propose Mr. 
Hicks as President, if he had really made up his mind 
to resign the secretaryship. He had worked hard for 
the Association for many years, and had devoted a lot of 
time to his work. 

Mr. Hicks, however^ suggested the election of Mr. 
Lalor, who was his senior both in years and in practice. 
When he had finished, he (the speaker) would be proud 
to follow him in the chair if the members thought 
fit 

Mr. Lalor hesitated to take the office, but Mr. Hicks 
added that if he would, he (Mr. Hicks) would act as 
Secretary for one more year. 

Mr. Rudkin proposed Mr. LaloFs election; he had 
been a member for many years, and a regular attendant 
at their meetings. 

Mr. Hicks seconded, and the resolution was carried 
nem. con. 

Mr. Townsend said he should like to thank the mem¬ 
bers for the honour they had done him in allowing him 
to retain the presidency such a long time. He had al¬ 
ways done nis best for the Association and should 
always do so. He hoped the members would accord 
Mr. Lalor their support by regular attendance. He 
thought the members might attend the meetings a little 
better : they afforded a few opportunities of meeting 
and rubbing shoulders with each other. He formally 
proposed the re election of Mr. Hicks as Hon. Sec. and 
Treasurer. 

Mr. Knowles seconded. (Carried). 

Mr. Rudkin said they had to thank Mr. Hicks for 
working so hard on behalf of the Association, and for 
taking on the duty once more. 

Vice-Presidents. Mr. Grasby retired in rotation, and 
Mr. Townsend took his place. The other Vice-Presi¬ 
dents, Messrs. T. Holmes and H. H Truman, remained 
in office. 

Finance. 

The Hon. Sec. and Treas. presented the balance 
sheet, which in spite of several very heavy items of ex¬ 
penditure, showed the sum of £51 10s. 9d. in hand at 
the present time. This was better than it had ever 
been before, and there were still several members out¬ 
standing. 

Mr. Lockwood proposed that the balance sheet be 
adopted, and that the Hon. Treas. be thanked for the 
concise form in which he had presented the typed balance 
sheet before the meeting. 

Mr. Rudkin seconded. (Carried). 

The Chairman proposed that, in accordance with 
rule, members four years in arrear with their subscrip¬ 
tion, be struck off. 

Mr. Knowles seconded. (Carried). 

Mr. Lalor raised the question of purchasing more 
instruments to replace those belonging to the Associa¬ 
tion which were obsolete. 

The Chairman proposed and Mr. Knowles seconded 
that the matter be put on the agenda for the next meet¬ 
ing, and that the Hon. Sec. procure catalogues and 
prices for consideration. (Carried). 

Social. Mr. Hicks raised the question of having a 
social gathering or “ladiesday” in connection with their 
next meeting. After some discussion and many sugges¬ 
tions, it was agreed on the motion of the Chairman 
seconded by Mr. Lockwood, that it be printed on the 
agenda for the next meetiog that ladies would be wel¬ 
comed at the tea following the meeting 

The Chairman mentioned that he would like to see a 
practical demonstration at one of their meetings. 
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Diseases of the Bovine Stomach. 

By D. Cooper, m.r.c.v.s., Saxilby. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen,—In making mv first 
remarks at a meeting of professional brethren, I do so 
in fear and trembling. It is unfortunate for you and 
me that our worthy Secretary should catch me in the 
weak moment when I promised to read a paper at the 
annual meeting. I don’t propose trying to instruct you 
in the science and art of Veterinary Surgery and 
Medicine ; what I want is information. 

In the general run of a country practice one has all 
classes of animals to deal with. Some time ago an old 
lady client of mine who breeds Persian cats, telephoned 
for me, and on my arrival she said “ It is’nt the cats this 
time ; the parrot is’nt very well.” He had diarrhoea ! I 
prescribed a dose of mag. sulph. which he took in drink¬ 
ing water; then water tinged with permanganate of 
potass. I got credit for putting the parrot right, but 
aid I understand his disease 1 It was a random shot. 

Cases like this are like Angels’ visits, but in everyday 
life in a breeding district diseases of the bovine stomach 
are ever present, and to me there is nothing more puz¬ 
zling than the cow with a suppressed grunt. There are 
different qualities of grunting with cattle. We hear the 
grunt of satisfaction when an animal has been fed and 
is now cudding. Then there is the peculiar catch in the 
breath which is generally indicative of lung trouble, but 
in impaction of the rumen there is the peculiar noise 
emitted when the animal is asked to rise or to “ stand 
over ” in the stall. 

In the initial stages the animal will eat, and the owner 
takes no notice of it—till food is refused. Then he ad¬ 
ministers the time-honoured 1 or 2lb. of salts, and waits 
another day. Then when the professional man is called 
in he finds an animal dull and listless, the nose is gener¬ 
ally dry, the pulse quickened. On auscultation the 
usual sounds of the rumen are absent, the stomach pits 
on pressure, and rumination is stopped. The tempera¬ 
ture is generally normal—seldom aoove 103. (I don’t 
like 103i in an animal with stomach trouble). With 
such a picture, one could say “ impaction of the rumen,” 
and in simple uncomplicated cases, it reacts to treatment. 
(The speaker detailed his customary treatment m such a 
case). But what a different conclusion we come to if we 
happen to make a post-mortem on such an animal! It 
is generally allowed that the cause of impaction is inju¬ 
dicious feeding or sudden change of diet, or chills. 

Mr. Cooper digressed to say that he thought it a mis¬ 
take at veterinary meetings to describe for the benefit of 
the public, what treatment they gave, for the use of 
what were called “ unqualified veterinary surgeons ”—he 
did not know what that meant He remembered when 
he first came to England that he found himself in a 
room at his hotel with a man as bed-mate who said he 
was an “ unqualified assistant” and that he liked to get 
hold of any of the professional papers and get informa¬ 
tion out of them. 

Some time ago 1 attended (for stomach trouble) a cow 
calved about a week before. The attendant when asked 
said she had cleansed all right; she was treated for some 
days with success, and being a fat cow, we decided on 
slaughter. I found the afterbirth in the stomach. I 
could trace it through the different compartments in long 
shreds. 

Some weeksago I attended a fat bullock. He looked 
like having stomach trouble, but his temperature was 
107, and having had anthrax on the farm. I would not 
allow slaughter—as the farmer suggested, out prescribed 
some palliative medicine. In two days time the temper¬ 
ature was normal, but there was still the stomach trouble, 
so I had him slaughtered. I made microscopical exam¬ 
ination of several smears and could not find anthrax ; 
but in the rumen I found 14 pebbles ranging in size 


from hazel nuts to walnuts. Now I wonder if the ani¬ 
mal had anthrax and recovered, or did those pebbles 
cause the disturbance ? 

There is a peculiar stomach trouble found in cows 
perhaps about three weeks in milk. The animal will re¬ 
fuse all good food, but will eat its bedding or any soiled 
fodder to which it has access. You will probably have 
come across that form—depraved appetite 1 Perhaps 
it is due to the condition of the womb. 

Discussion. 

Mr. Lalor said he had found on many occasions that 
the animals would not eat good food. 

Mr. Cooper said he had explored the womb, and found 
a very disagreeable discharge. The cow would eat 
nothing, and went off its milk. On another occasion he 
had a number of animals ill and found they had been 
fed on potatoes—it was the only thing the owner had in 
the way of roots. There were 20 or 30 in the yard and 
three or four died. He made several post-mortems and 
found degeneration of the liver—the livers were soft and 
flabby. In all, more than half were lost. They could 
only put it down to potato poisoning. 

Mr. Lockwood said in one sucn case reported, the 
potatoes had been boiled, and had stood for a fort¬ 
night 

Mr. Cooper said he had come across a case of poison¬ 
ing with cotton cake. He was called to see a heifer 
which was dead. The owner had fed some animals with 
green cake, but this was the only one that had taken it. 
A bull refused it. The cake was put out again and after 
it had been breathed over a bit, two more heifers ate it 
and died. The cake was sent away to be analysed, but 
the analyst could find nothing wrong with it. 

Mr. Cooper said they had a soya bean poisoning case 
when he was in College. Professor John McCall fed 
the bean meal to dogs and cows and horses, and killed 
the lot—or nearly all. The poison was hydrocyanic 
acid. 

Mr. Lockwood said they had had rape cake poisoning 
in his district 

The Chairman said they fed a certain cake to young 
pigs and lost a lot; older ones could stand it, but not 
the young. It contained nut meal. 

Mr. Cooper said he should have liked to have brought 
a certain she-pig to the meeting. It had only one pas¬ 
sage—the vagina. One could trace into the rectum, out 
there was no external orifice. It was not noticed by the 
owner, but he should say there was an inch and a half 
of tissue to go through. He should have liked to have 
operated on it. 

For some time the discussion took the form of com¬ 
paring notes with regard to treatment and formulae for 
stomach troubles in ruminant. 

Mr. Knowles said he did not think the pebbles re¬ 
ferred to by Mr. Cooper caused the animal’s aeath. He 
had taken many foreign substances out, and unless they 
were sharp, and pierced the diaphragm, he did not think 
they did much harm. 

Mr. Cooper said everything was healthy in the ani¬ 
mal except a slight adhesion of the liver to the dia¬ 
phragm. 

Mr. Lockwood thanked Mr. Cooper for his paper, and 
said he was particularly interested m the case of the fat 
cow which calved, and in which he found the afterbirth 
distributed. It had always been a question whether the 
eating of this was responsible for illness or not. He 
thought that in their wild state, the majority of the 
beasts must eat it. In was astonishing how frightened 
the people in the country were about it, but he was 
always dubious as to whether it was a cause of trouble. 
He thought not. He remembered going with a farmer 
to attend a case in a field, for which fomentations were 
required. They left a bucket, and some flannel as barge 
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as a sack, outside. When they came for it just after 
they found a bullock eating the flannel. They tried to 
catch it but could not do so, and it actually got it down 
and was able to digest it. If it could digest that, surely 
it should be able to digest a bit of afterbirth ! 

The time having come for adjournment, it was decided 
on the motion of Mr. Rudkin, seconded by the Chair¬ 
man, that the discussion be resumed at the next meeting, 
at Peterboro. 

The members then adjourned to tea. 


THE TRANSVAAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The annual meeting was held at the Veterinary Re¬ 
search Laboratory, Onderstepoort, 28th and 29th July, 
1919. The chair was taken by the President, Mr. Cona- 
cher. 

The President in a short speech referred to the 
deaths of two members, Mr. Robertson of Grahamstown, 
and Mr. Marais of Volksrust. A resolution of sympathy 
with the relatives of the deceased was proposed by the 
Chairman and carried by the members present, all of 
whom rose to show their respect. The Secretary was 
asked to communicate with the relatives of these de¬ 
ceased gentlemen and convey to them the regrets of the 
Association at the loss they sustained. 

Apologies for non-attendance were received from Col. 
Irvine Smith, Messrs. Chalmers, Webster and Hamil¬ 
ton. 

The following members were presentMr. Conacher, 
President, in tne chair. Messrs. Grey, Montgomery, 
Nicol, Hill, May, Amos, Collyer, Viljoen, De Kock, 
Johnston, Verney, Spreull, Andrews, Dunning, Tate, 
Bush, Kirkpatrick, clemow, Elder, Robinson, Runci- 
man, McNae and Mitchell. Visitors : Messrs. Bedford 
and Green. 

Finance . A statement was read by the Treasurer in 
which it was shown that £66 3s. was standing to the 
credit of the Association at this date on current ac¬ 
count. 

Election of Officers. 

Owing to the fact that the voting papers had been 
sent out rather late very few members had sent in their 
nominations for office bearers for the ensuing year. It 
was therefore decided to nominate office bearers and elect 
them by ballot at the meeting. 

President , Mr. Montgomery was nominated by Mr. 
Bush, seconded by Mr. Andrews. The nomination be¬ 
ing unanimous he was duly elected. 

Vice-President. Mr. Grey was proposed by Mr. Run- 
ciman, seconded by Mr. McNae and elected - unanimou8 
ly. 

It was here pointed out by one of the members present 
that election of officers on these lines was contrary to 
rule. On being put to the meeting it unanimously 
agreed to temporarily suspend the rule in order that the 
elections might be proceeded with 

Treasurer. Mr. Bush asked to be relieved of his 
duties as Treasurer owing to the fact that he was sta¬ 
tioned in a remote district. After some discussion he 
agreed to withdraw his resignation and he was proposed 
by Mr. Tate and seconded by Mr. Conacher for the office 
of Treasurer for the ensuing year. This was carried 
unanimously. 

Hon. Secretary No nominations other than that of 
the existing Honorary Secretary (Mr. Mitchell) were re¬ 
ceived, he was therefore asked to again accept this posi¬ 
tion. Mr. Mitchell in reply pointed out that it had not 
been his intention to accept this office, as he considered 
that it could be better filled by a clerical man who was 
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in close touch with the President. He was of opinion 
that if such an officer was elected it would tend to the 
better working of the secretarial business of the Associ¬ 
ation, and in consequence records would probably be 
better kept than they could be if the Secretary was a 
professional man. He also pointed out that a consider¬ 
able amount of correspondence entailing time and work 
had to be attended to, and should his proposal not be 
accepted he would suggest that the Secretary appointed 
should be authorised to employ clerical assistance 
which should be paid for out of the funds of the Associ¬ 
ation. 

After some discussion it was decided to ask Mr. Mit¬ 
chell to accept the position of Honorary Secretary and 
to authorise the employment of clerical assistance for 
him. The appointment of Mr. Mitchell as Honorary 
Secretary was then carried unanimously. 

Council. Nominations were received for eight mem¬ 
bers, and the following gentlemen were elected by bal¬ 
lot Messrs. Spreull, Viljoen, Tate, Andrews, Col. Ir¬ 
vine Smith, Messrs. Conacher, Amos and Verney. 

On completion of the elections Mr. Conacher vacated 
the chair, which was taken by Mr. Montgomery, who 
thanked the Association for the honour they had con¬ 
ferred on him, and expressed the hope that during his 
tenure of office he mignt have opportunities of advancing 
the interests of the Association. 

The following new members were then proposed and 
duly elected Capt. Howie, Messrs. Curson, Hill, De- 
venish 

It was here pointed out by Mr. Bush that it was cus¬ 
tomary to make a small presentation to the retiring 
President. He had much pleasure in proposing therefore 
that this procedure should be followed in the case of Mr. 
Conacher, who had filled the office of President during 
the period 1914-1919 and in which time he had done 
very good work for the advancement of the Association 
and also for the profession in South Africa. Mr. An¬ 
drews in seconding the motion endorsed the Treasurer's 
remarks and the proposal was carried unanimously by 
the meeting. 

Half-Yearly Meetings, 

Mr. Bush brought forward the following proposi¬ 
tion (Item 5 of Agenda) 

“ As under existing conditions the Association ap¬ 
peared to be losing touch with the private practitioners 
and as it was not the intention to allow the Association 
to develop into a purely departmental one, a half-yearly 
meeting should be held in Johannesburg, say at Show 
time. This meeting to deal with the business of the 
Association and allow time for one or more papers to be 
submitted, if possible by private practitioners. 

Mr. Bush referred to tne absence of private practi¬ 
tioners at the annual meetings at Onderstepoort, which 
every year became more and more of a departmental 
character. This was due to the fact that tne greatest 
number of private men were practising in Johannesburg, 
and also that those in the other Provinces could not af¬ 
ford the time to leave their practice to attend our an¬ 
nual meeting. He suggested a meeting to be held in 
Johannesburg at whienthe business of the Association 
could be discussed, this meeting to be more of a general 
and practical nature those held at Onderstepoort in pre¬ 
vious years. At this Johannesburg meeting papers to 
be submitted if possible by the private members of the 
Association. 

Mr. Conacher, speaking in support of this motion, 

S ointed out the desirability of a meeting being held 
uring the Johannesburg Snow week in Johannesburg, 
and offered the use of a meeting place for the Associa¬ 
tion at this time. He understood that beyond doubt 
such a meeting would be a success, because so many of 
the private members from the Provinces travelled to 
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Johannesburg each year to attend the Show, and it was 
in the interests of the Association to take advantage of 
such a gathering of veterinarians to hold a meeting and 
discuss papers and matters of general interest. 

The proposal was unanimously agreed to by the mem¬ 
bers present and the matter was referred to the Council 
in order that further arrangements might be proceeded 
with. 

A South African Veterinary Association. 

Motion by Mr. Grey (Item 9 on the Agenda):— 

Mr. Grey said that he considered the present time 
opportune for the establishment of a new Association 
which would embrace the existing Associations of the 
Union and he proposed that the “T.V.M.A. should be 
so altered that the existing Associations would be enabled 
to join. He suggested that the name should be changed 
to that of the South African Veterinary Association.” 

Mr. Nicol suggested that as an addition, Provincial 
Secretaries should be appointed in conjunction with the 
main Association, who would operate in their respective 
Provinces and stimulate local interest with a view to the 
enrolment of as many of the Members of the profession, 
whether private or Government, as could be obtained. 

Mr. Bush suggested that amalgamation of the existing 
Provincial Societies should be aimed at, and a central 
South African Veterinary Association should be formed 
with the existing Associations constituting its branches 
in the various Provinces. 

Mr. Andrews agreed with Mr. Bush and considered 
that the resuscitation of the Provincial Associations was 
still possible, and if sufficient interest could be aroused 
it would be preferable for these Associations to retain 
their identity as separate units. 

Mr. Hill asked whether a change of title of the exist¬ 
ing “T.V.M.A.” was proposed or whether merely enlarge¬ 
ment of its scope was aimed at. He supported Mr. Gray’s 
motion as he considered that if the name South African 
Veterinary Association was given to the new Association 
the profession would be in a better position to gain the 
support of the Government on any new measure proposed. 

Mr. Gray in reply emphasised the point that at the 
present time the Members of the “T.M.V.A.” were drawn 
from all the Provinces and that here we had representa- j 
tives of all the old Associations which had now become! 
dormant. He considered that the time was past when i 
this Association could be regarded as purely a Transvaal | 
one, and that the best means of increasing the scope and j 
widening influence of this Association would be to change 
the name as proposed, so that all Members of existing 
Associations in Africa would feel disposed to join. 

Mr. Montgomery asked whether tnis Meeting had the 
necessary authority to alter the name of the Association 
to that of the South African Veterinary Association and 
said that before doing so it would be better to consult 
the members of the other Associations interested. 

Mr. Gray pointed out that many Members from all 
the Provinces and belonging to other Associations were 
then present at the Meeting. He considered that this 
Meeting had the necessary power to authorise the change 
of name. 

Messrs. Andrews and Amos spoke in support of the 
motion and said that the new Association would be 
assured of practical support from Natal. 

Mr. Amos advocated that if a Meeting were held alter¬ 
nately at centres in the various Provinces the appetites 
of non-members would be whetted, and speaking for 
Natal he could promise that if a meeting was held in 
Maritzburg the new Association would be able to enrol 
practically all Natal Veterinarians as Members. 

Mr. Bush considered that as a South African Veter¬ 
inary Association their numbers would be very consider¬ 
ably augmented, and that this factor would have a very 


marked influence in connection with matters concerning 
the Profession, for example the passing of the Veterinary 
Bill. 

Mr. Viljoen, speaking in support of the motion 
pointed out the additional weight which could be brought 
to bear upon the Government in connection with the 
increases of salary for their present underpaid staff. 

Mr. Montgomery suggested at this point that the 
Meeting be suspended and resolved itself into a Meeting 
of Veterinarians to discuss the position afresh. 

Mr. Gray agreed to the proposal that the Officers of 
other Associations interested should be given an oppor¬ 
tunity of expressing their views before any definite 
alteration was made. 

Mr. Conacher spoke in support of the old idea of a 
federation of the existing Societies. 

The Meeting of the “T.M.V.A.” was then suspended. 
The chair being vacated by Mr. Montgomery and occupied 
by Mr. Gray, who was appointed Chairman. 

It was then proposed by Mr. Bush and seconded by 
Mr. Viljoen that a South African Veterinary Association 
be established. 

Mr. Montgomery proposed that all the Members of 
existing Associations m South Africa be notified to this 
effect. 

Mr. Bush suggested that the existing Officers of the 
“T.V.M.A.” should be elected to be Officers of the new 
Association. 

Mr. Nicol proposed as an amendment that Provincial 
Secretaries should be appointed, so that Representatives 
of the new Association should be present in each of the 
Provinces. 

Mr. Andrews proposed that the rules of the “T.V.MJL” 
be made applicable to the new Association. This was 
supported and seconded by Mr. Montgomery. 

Mr. Bush, in supporting,suggested that this be carried, 
but with power to add or alter the existing “ T.M.V.A.” 
rules. 

Mr. Amos proposed that the matter should now be 
referred to the Council of the existing,! 1 . V.M A., and that 
this meeting authorises them to proceed with the form¬ 
ation of the South African Veterinary Association with 
all possible despatch. This was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Gray then vacated the chair which was re-occu¬ 
pied by the President, and the business of the 
“T.V.M.A” was proceeded with. 

“ On the Establishment of a Veterinary School 
in South Africa.” 

Mr. Verney was asked by the President to open the 
discussion (Item 6 of the Agenda). 

Mr. Verney questioned, at the commencement whet¬ 
her the country was ripe for such a college, and stated 
his opinion that the Government was not justified in 
turning out graduates in excess of the requirement of 
the country. He emphasised that the present shortage 
of Veterinarians in South Africa was only a temporary 
one resulting from the War, and could easily be remedied 
by making the service more attractive in order to entice 
men to join up. 

He dwelt at length on the limited number of openings 
which the country offered to men in private practice, and 
pointed out that only in a few of the larger towns were 
found Veterinarians existing solely by their profession. 
He proposed an increase in the number of Government 
Scholarships in order to meet the future demands for 
Veterinarians (Prof. Viljoen “No”) and upheld the 
system of study overseas as an effectual means of widen¬ 
ing the ideas and broadening the outlook of Veterinarians 
for service in this Colony. He asked “What the effect 
would be on the private practitioners in this country 
should a Veterinary School be established and numerous 
graduates be turned out T He pointed out that the rural 
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areas do not possess a single Veterinary Surgeon who is 
living entirely on his profession ; and questioned whet¬ 
her any of the rural areas however thickly populated 
could give a decent living. 

A case was quoted where a populous and wealthy 
district had asked to be supplied with the services of a 
Government Veterinary Surgeon. As none at the mo¬ 
ment were available, they were asked to guarantee a 
salary to a private man whose services were then availa¬ 
ble. Such a guarantee however was not forthcoming. 
Probably this state of affairs has been brought about by 
the attitude of the Government in supplying the services 
of a Government veterinarian where possible free of 
charge, even in cases where the disease is of a non-con¬ 
tagious nature. He suggested that instead of a Veteri¬ 
nary School we should aim at giving a post-graduate 
course with a good general training in Tropical Medicine, 
and if possible with degree to be granted m this subject. 
He pointed out that a properly equipped Veterinary 
School would cost £100,000. (Prof. Viljoen, “ That is 
nothing”). The influence of such a veterinary school 
compared very unfavourably with a properly subsidized 
Government Scholarship Scheme, and sufficient remu¬ 
neration for Governmant veterinary officials. The ideal 
to be aimed at is to make the service so attractive that 
the best men would be recruited. One point on which 
he laid particular emphasis was the absolute lack of 
clinical knowledge to be gained by students being edu¬ 
cated in this country. This would unfit graduates for 
practice as private practitioners, and the resulting grad¬ 
uates would have to have billets found for them m the 
Government Service. All graduates may not want to 
take up research on completion of their studies, or to do 
administrative work on the field staff; and men without 
a clinical experience, he considered, could not earn a 
living in this country outside the service. 

He considered that only one centre could' be fixed in 
this country where a fair clinical experience could be 
gained by the students, and that was Johannesburg, and 
should it be decided that a veterinary school must be 
established, he would ask the authorities to bear this 
point particularly in mind He concluded by expressing 
the opinion that the Government should have referred 
the proposal to the profession before any definite steps 
were taken to establish a veterinary school in South 
Africa. 

Prof. Viljokn spoke in favour of the establishment of 
a veterinary school, but asked the meeting not to pass 
any resolutionlin connection therewith, owing to the fact 
that many members who sat on the recent Commission 
appointed to enquire into this matter, and who had been 
asked by the Chairman of the Commission not to express 
their views until after the Commission’s report had oeen 
published, were now present. 

Mr. Hill referred to many of the points raised by Mr. 
Verney and concluded by stating that he was not in 
favour of the establishment of a veterinary school. He 
considered that neither the interests of the profession 
nor of the country would be thereby benefited. 

Mr. Conagher referred the attention of the meeting 
to item “34” on the agenda of the Agricultural Congress 
at present sitting, and asked for a discussion thereon 
in order that the veterinary representative, Col. Irvine- 
Smith, could be advised as to the feeling of the T.V.M.A. 
in this connection. 

Mr. Gray stated that althoqgh he was a member of 
the Commission he does not consider that he is bound 
not to discuss this question as a veterinarian, while at 
the same time he realises that the discussion and re¬ 
commendations at the Commission must for the time 
being be considered confidential. He is in accord with 
Mr. Verney’s views and considers that the question 
should have been referred to the profession in South 
Africa for an expression of their views before being j 
placed in the hands of a Government Commission. | 


Mr. Amos considered that a full expression of opinion 
was essential at this meeting and he advocates an open 
discussion so that the feeling of the meeting may ber 
guaged. At first he was in favour of the establishment 
of a veterinary school, but since then further informa¬ 
tion has come to hand which has made him alter his 
opinion, and he now considers that the time -is not yet 
ripe for the establishment of a veterinary school in South 
Africa. 

Speaking as a private practitioner stationed in a large 
centre (Durban), which on its animal population should 
support a number of private practioners, he realised 
that the conditions in this country were not comparable 
to those at home. Except in cases of men similarly 
situated he considers it practically impossible for a vet¬ 
erinarian to earn a decent living. He referred to the 
absence of protection given by the Government to the 
veterinary profession and pointed out that only in Nr* 
tal was there any legislation which would prevent 
quackery in its widest degree. The Government of the 
Union, which was essentially a farmer’s Government, 
had offered no help to the passing of the Veterinary 
Burgeons Bill, which had already been brought to their 
notice. This state of affairs was to him amusing when 
he read articles in the press which presumed to voice the 
opinion of the farmers, asking for more veterinarians. 
Unless such a Bill was passed guaranteeing a certain 
amount of protection it could not be expected that any 
scheme of educating graduates in this country would be 
a success from the point of view of private practitioners. 
He did not consider the establishment of a South Afri¬ 
can Veterinary College—even with professional protec¬ 
tion, would be a practicable proposition at the present 
time, as the prospects of the graduates would net be - 
bright enough to attract the best men to the profes¬ 
sion. , • ? 

The Chairman here was asked for a ruling as to 
whether Commission members should voice their opini¬ 
on freelyj and as it appeared from the general feeling of 
the meeting that suen was in order, he allowed the dis¬ 
cussion to be proceeded with. 

Mr. Verney asked whether there are any private 
veterinary surgeons in this country who at the present 
time look upon the profession as their sole means of 
support 1 

Mr. Gray said that there were about 40 private practi¬ 
tioners in the Union, of whom he considered only a very 
small proportion were supporting themselves by their 
practice. 

Mr. Dunning pointed out that there were no Veteri¬ 
nary Surgeons in private practice in the Free State, and 
so far as he knew there did not appear to be any demand 
for their services. He had suggested that an increase of * 
pay of about £100 per year and the creation of more 
vacancies for overseas scholarships would attract suf¬ 
ficient men to the profession, who on graduation would 
more than fill all the demands of the Union, both Gov¬ 
ernment positions and private vacancies. 

Mr. Bush contended that £100 increase per annum 
would not compensate for the general increased cost of ' 
living and the previous underpaid condition of the' 
service. 

Mr. Vernby asked whether any statistics were avail-' 
able to show the wastage of Veterinary Burgeons in this 
country. He was informed that this had been done in 
the case of the Medical profession, which had showed ' 
a wastage of approximately 80% in the last ten years. 
He suggests an analysis of men who have left the Ser¬ 
vice, in order to gain some idea to what extent this 
wastage should be taken into account. 

Mr. Gray pointed out that the chief wastage in Vet¬ 
erinarians in the Service had been due to resignations, 
and not to deaths. Under these circumstances the wait-' 
age could not be considered a true one. 
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Mr. Montgomery preferred to the other important 
wastage, that of stock) and considered this the Veterina¬ 
rians’ duty to prevent. A supply of Veterinarians was 
essential to South Africa, ana such at the moment was 
not available from overseas on account of the shortage of 
Veterinarians there, and the fact that the positionnere 
was not sufficiently attractive to induce the best men to 
emigrate. He considered that a strong Veterinary Ser¬ 
vice composed of both Government Veterinarians and 
private practitioners was essential to the well-being of 
the country so far as its progress in stock rearing was 
concerned, and that Buch a body would strengthen the 
position of the profession in South Africa. This being 
the case he considered that the establishment of a Veteri¬ 
nary School in South Africa was an absolute essential. 

* Mr Gray asked whether the proposition would be a 
profitable one, whether the openings could be filled with 
men who would be a credit to the profession. He con¬ 
sidered openings in private practice almost negligible. 
No district or community has yet offered to subsidize a 
Veterinary Surgeon, and one case which came to his 
notice of a populous and wealthy district which even 
refused to guarantee a living salary or support to a pri¬ 
vate practitioner who offered to establish himself there. 

Prof. Viljoen contended that it was not to be expec¬ 
ted that farmers would agree to pay the fee of a private 
practitioner so long as veterinary advice from Govern¬ 
ment veterinary officials was given free of charge. Ed¬ 
ucation of the farmers was necessary in order to realise 
the importance of veterinary assistance for their stock, 
and if the gratuitous help of the Government was with¬ 
drawn they would soon find that farmers were willing 
and eager to pay for veterinary services rendered. He 
referred to the number of graduates to be turned out, 
and pointed out that the proposed Advisory Board of 
the University would see that the number o! graduates 
was not in excess of the requirements, by advising stu¬ 
dents what line of study to take up. 

Mr. Bush considered that this scheme would not be 
possible unless the attitude of the Government towards 
these graduates was known, and it would not be possible 
to say, when a student entered college, what his chances 
would be of a good remunerative billet four or five years 
hence. He emphasised the importance of the proposed ; 
new legislation to the profession, and asked why the 
Government had not first approached the profession in 
order to get an expression of their opinion before the 
establishment of a veterinary school had been proceeded 
with. 

Mr. Sprkull spoke against the proposal to establish a 
school unless the status of the profession was first raised 
and securely fixed. 

Mr. Dunning suggested that this Association should 
send an expression of opinion to the proper authorities 
at as early a date as possible. Mr. Nicol spoke in sup¬ 
port of this. 

Mr. Bush proposed that the establishment of a Veteri¬ 
nary Faculty in South Africa would be a national and 
scientific advantage, but before the Faculty is established 
it would be necessary for the Government to take ade¬ 
quate steps to protect graduates, and to undertake such 
reorganisation as will be necessary to provide for their 
employment on graduation. 

Mr. Amos was of the opinion that in the event of a 
veterinary school being established in South Africa the 
entry of students to qualify for this profession should 
be entirely voluntary, and they should not be influenced 
by any Advisory Board to take up the line of study 
wnich offered the best prospect ana remuneration. He 
proposed as a further amendment the following resolu¬ 
tion :—“ In the light of our present knowledge the time 
is not yet ripe lor the establishment of a veterinary 
school in South Africa.” 


On the resolution and amendments being put to vote 
Mr. Amos’ amendment was carried by sixteen votes to 
four. 

Veterinary Surgeon’s Bill. 

A statement of the position at present was made by 
Mr. Conacher—that a deputation had waited on the 
Minister for Agriculture prior to the last session, and 
had been informed that it might be possible for the Bill 
to be put through as a Government measure, but that in 
any case in the immediate sessions the Bill could not be 
dealt with. 

Mr. Gray was of the opinion that pressure should be 
exercised to have the Bill put through as a Government 
measure, and pointed out that it was in the interests of 
the country that veterinary surgeons should be afforded 
a measure of protection, and that farmers in need of 
veterinary advice will have some guarantee that the men 
they employ should have the necessary qulifications. 

Mr. Bush suggested that the Bill should be put 
through as a private measure, and informed the meet¬ 
ing that he had interviewed Mr. Booth, m.l.a., and that 
this gentleman was willing to acton behalf of the Associ¬ 
ation. He was afraid that the only results to be expect¬ 
ed from an attempt to have the Bill put through as a 
Government measure would be further procrastination 
and waste of valuable time. 

Mr. Montgomery suggested the reappointment of a 
Committee to enquire into the position and prospects of 
the Veterinary Surgeon’s Bill, and the following gentle¬ 
men were nominated, and unanimously appointed:— 
Messrs. Montgomery, Gray, Bush, Smith and Viljoen. 

Mr. Conacher read the correspondence, and made a 
statement in connection with the legislation relating to 
Public Health which had become law sinoe our last 
meeting. The clauses relating to the veterinaty profes¬ 
sion was read. He pointed out that owing to an over¬ 
sight the question of the appointment of a veterinarian 
as a member of the Public Health Council had been 
omitted, but that owing to the constitution of this Coun¬ 
cil this might be still remedied. 

Mr. Montgomery proposed that the Council be asked 
to consider this point at the next meeting and their re¬ 
commendations to be submitted to the Minister. 

Mr. Bush pointed out that the existing rules and re¬ 
gulations for the T.V.M.A. required considerable revi¬ 
sion and that a new membership roll was essential. He 
asked that the incoming Council should consider this 
at an early meeting. This was agreed to. 

The remaining resolutions of the Union Agriculture 
Association affecting the profession were thendiscussed. 
These read as follows:— 

Veterinary College. 

(34) “ That it is exceedingly desirable that steps 
should be taken, at the earliest opportunity, for the es¬ 
tablishment of a Veterinarv College in South Africa, 
where diplomas, equal in value to those granted in Eur¬ 
opean countries may be secured, thus enabling South 
African students to avail themselves of the opportunity 
of securing such diplomas in an environment where it is 
hoped they will render useful service to the country of 
their birth.” 

Veterinary Division. 

(35) This Conference believes that it would tend 
greatly to the efficiency of the services rendered to the 
country if the Veterinary Research Department and the 
Veterinary Division were united under one capable haul, 
and made directly responsible to the Hon. the Minister 
of Agriculture. 
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Additional Veterinary Surgeons. 

(39) In view of the importance and value of the 
Sooth African Live Stock Industry, Conference is of 
opinion that the service of Government Veterinary 
Officers should be available for general veterinary pur¬ 
poses to any person willing to pay for such services, and 
is of opinion that this end could best be achieved by 
appointing Officers to smaller areas. Further, that Far¬ 
mers desiring the services of Veterinary Officers outside 
the province of the Proclaimed Disease Act, should pay 
for such services on a tariff to be determined by the 
Government. Such fees to be paid into Revenue, and to 
he used towards increasing the salaries, availability and 
efficiency of Government Veterinary Surgeons. 

Speaking in support of Resolution 36 Mr. Grey was in 
agreement with the principle of allowing the services of 
Government Veterinary Officers to be available for other 
work than that falling under the Contagious Disease 
Animals Aet, but pointed out that it was essential that 
the fees charged for such services should be on a par 
with those charged by private practitioners for similar 
services, in order that there should no competition be¬ 
tween the Government and private men. He further 
considers that in an area where private practitioners are 
available, the services of a Government Veterinary Sur¬ 
geon for general work should not be available. 

Mr. Amos, thoroughly agreed with the views held 
on the subject by Mr. Gray. 

Mr. Bush considered that the additional private prac¬ 
tice would result in more work and longer hours for the 
already poorly paid Veterinary staff, and asked, if the 
Government agreed to the principle, that a strong recom¬ 
mendation should be put forward to the Authorities 
concerned asking for a relative increase in remuneration 
for their Government Officers. 

Mr. Verney. In Natal under the old system similar 
arrangement was in force, but the tariff imposed was 
merely a nominal one, and was not prohibitive, and that 
a great proportion of the time of Officers while nnder 
this arrangement was taken up attending cases of only 
importance to the owner. He advocated that emolu¬ 
ments at pro rata should be given to the Officer to 
compensate for the extra work involved under this pro¬ 
posed new system. 

Mr. Bush suggested that Col. Smith, representative 
on the Union, should be advised of the feeling of this 
meeting before the matter was brought up for discus¬ 
sion in the S.A.U. At the present time a sufficient staff 
was not available for carrying on work in these lines, 
but he agreed with the general principle embodied. 

Mr. Nicol proposed that the President and Vice- 
President interview the Minister of Agriculture to ask 
for authority to make arrangements for the field officers 
to meet at a conference once a year, expenses of trans¬ 
port. etc., to be borne by the Government. He 
emphasised the importance of such a conference in in¬ 
creasing the utility of the Government Veterinary 
Officers, and considered that it would be beneficial to 
the general run of the Division to have men meet once 
a year, and meet their respective chiefs, when questions 
affecting their districts should be discussed. 

This was seconded by Mr. Kirkpatrick. 

It was agreed that the President would interview the 
Minister in this connection at an early date. 

This concluded the business of the Association, and 
the reading of the following papers, and discussions 
thereon, was then proceeded with. 

(1) Mr. Verney, p.v.o., Basutoland. Sterility amongst 
equines and bovines. 

(2) Mr. Curson, m.r.c.v.b., Onderstepoort Govern¬ 
ment Laboratory. Rinderpest in the New Langenberg 
Province of German East Africa in 1917*1918. 

This concluded the first day’s proceedings. 


The following day was devoted to papers and general 
discussions on the subject. 

The following were communicated :— 

(1) Mr. D. T, Mitchell, m.r.c.v.s., Onderstepoort 
Government Laboratory. 

(a) Effects produced on cattle by feeding On paspalum 
lands infected with Clancips paspali. 

(b) Cattle poisoning due to Diplodia infected maize. 

(2) Mr. RoDinson, Onderstepoort Government Lab¬ 
oratory. The more common parasitic worms in domestic 
animals in South Africa, with demonstrations. 

(3) Prof. Viijoen, m.r.c.v.s., Transvaal University 
College. Notes on Lamziekte. 

(4) Mr. Andrews, m.r.c.v.s., Allerton Government 
Laboratory. Natal. Staggers in Cattle. 

Hearty votes of thanks were proposed to Mr. R. E. 
Montgomery and to Mr. D. T. Mitchell for luncheons 
provided for the members of the Association on the two 
days of the meeting. 

A vote of thanks was proposed to the Chairman and 
the meeting concluded. 

D. T. Mitchell, Hon. Secretary. 

NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

North of Ireland Division. 

A general meeting was held at the City Abattoir, 
Stewart Street, Belfast, on Friday, 6th February, at 7.30 
p.m. 

The President^ Mr. J. Ewing Johnstone, M.B.E., 
occupied the chair. There were present Messrs. J. J. 
Ross, J. A. Gault, A. M. Crichton, J. Kernohan, E. 
Finucane, J. M’Lean, H. M’Connell, H. Hannan, A. P. 
Logan, P. O’Connell, A. M’Lean, H. C. Kelly, W. P. 
Walsh, T. M’Guinness, B.A., and A. Monro. 

The minutes of the last general meeting and the 
meeting of the Council (20th Dec.) were read, adopted 
and signed by the President. 

Comspondence : —A letter was received from our 
Secretary, Mr. W. P. Walsh, asking to be relieved of his 
duties. He was of opinion that he resided too far from 
the headquarters of the Association to be in close totich 
with the members of the Council. Owing to the bad 
train service he found it impossible to attend all 
the meetings of the Association. His resignation was 
accepted with reluctance. On the proposition of Mr. 
Kernohan, and seconded bv Mr. Crichton, a vote of 
thanks was passed to Mr. Walsh for carrying out the 
duties of hon. secretary. This was carried unanimously. 

Mr. E. Little, having been written to asking to re¬ 
consider his resignation, has decided to remain a member 
of the Association. 

From the Central Veterinary Association (Ireland) a 
communication, relating to resolutions passed at their 
meeting, held on June 15th, was received and discussed. 

With reference to fees claimed from the Department 
of Agriculture under the Stallion Scheme, the following 
reply was sent to the Central Veterinary Association 

“ It is the opinion of the members present that should 
all the members of other Veterinary Associations in 
Ireland doing similar work agree that the fee should be 
five guineas per day with travelling and hotel expenses, 
our Association is prepared to fall in with their 
resolution.” 

Fees under the Tuberculosis Order were also dis¬ 
cussed. It was decided by the members present that 
further information is necessary from iVeterin&ry In¬ 
spectors and County Councils before the Association 
could take up the matter. 
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Nominations. The following gentlemen were nominated 
as members of the Association Mr. F. W. Hart, En¬ 
niskillen, proposed by Mr. Ewing Johnstone, seconded 
by Mr. Monro; Capt P. M’Lauuiilin, Ballymoney, by 
Mr. Gault, and Mr. Kernohan; Mr. F. Lindsay, Derry- 
boy, by Mr. Johnstone, and Mr. Kernohan; Mr.Taoe. A. 
Finch, Kathfriland, by Mr. Walsh, and Mr. Kelly. 

Election op Officers. 

President. On the proposition of Mr. Kernohan*: 
seconded by Mr. A. M. Crichton, Mr. J. Ewing John¬ 
stone, M.B.K. was again nominated President and passed 
unanimously. After a lengthened discussion the Presi¬ 
dent was of opinion that the Officers of the Association 
should be changed yearly. However, the members 
pointed out the necessity that he (Mr. Johnstone) should 
continue to hold office owing to the fact that the Ministry 
of Health Bill was only in the stage of drafting. Fur¬ 
thermore, that a great deal more work had yet to be 
accomplished. Mr. Johnstone therefore agreed to hold 
office for another year. 

Vice-Presidents. Messrs. J. M’Lean and W. P. 
Walsh were proposed by Mr. M’Connell and seconded 
by Mr. Ross. 

Treasurer. Mr. H. M 'Connell agreed, after a little 
persuasion to take office again as Treasurer on the pro¬ 
position of Mr. Johnstone, seconded by Mr. M’Lean. 

Hon. Secretary. Mr. Alex Monro, f.r.c.v.s. was 
proposed by Mr. Johnstone, and seconded by Mr. Walsh. 

Council., The following were elected :—Messrs. J. J. 
Ross, A. M. Crichton, J. A. Gault, I. M’Cauley, W. 
Smith, and F. Emery. 

Treasurers Report. The Treasurer’s statement was 
Submitted and approved. 

Ministry of Health Bill. The President informed 
the members present that he believed the Draft Report 
of the Consultative Committee of the Bill would soon 
be submitted to the Chief Secretary, and would be placed 
before the public for criticism at an early date. 

On the proposition of Mr. Kernohan, and seconded by 
Mr. Crichton, a very hearty vote of thanks was passed 
to the President ana carried unanimously. 

Bacteriological Demonstration. The members then 
adjourned to the Central Tuberculosis Institute, Belfast. 

most interesting and instructive demonstration was 
given by Dr. Trimble, Chief Tuberculosis Officer of the 
County. Borough. The method of finding tubercle 
bacilli in milk having been demonstrated in detail to 
the members, the President suitably thanked Dr. 
Trimble. 

. There being no further business to transact, this most 
successful meeting came to a close. 

Treatment of Specific Ophthalmia. 

To the Editor of The Veterinary Recoi'd 

Sir,—tnjmur issue of March 6th I notice a paper by 
Mr. H. L..Torrance, m.r.c.v.s. on Specific Ophthalmia— 
which is sometimes referred to on the continent as Irido- 
Oypjitis—and in it a number of unsuccessful drugs in the 
way of treatment are given. One that is not mentioned 
is 606, or Salvarsan. 

I tTied this organic compound of arsenic on two cases 
Which apparently made complete recoveries, and the con¬ 
dition aid not recur while the animals were under my 
observation, which, in one case, was over a year. 

The dose given was seven times the full human dose, 
and in warm solution was injected intra muscularly. 

J should have given this agent a more extended trial, 
bmc in# the field the difficulty of dispensing it could not 
be overcome. 

It was only while I was near a Casualty Clearing 
Station that I was able to get Salvarsan properly dis¬ 


pensed, and this accounts for the fact that it was tried on 
two cases only. 

I think that this treatment is well worth further trial, 
and it is the only remedy I should rely upon if a valuable 
horse of my own became affected.—Yours faithfully, 

R.A.V.C. 

RETENTION OF RANK ON DEMOBILIZATION 
Sir,— 

London Gazette— Nov. 14, Ryl. Army Veterinary Corps. 

“The following ternp.hon.Lts. relinquish their Commns. 
on completion of Service . . . H. A. Crowe, o.b.k. 
(May 1st) and is granted the rank of Mtyor.” 

The above extract from the London Gazette has pro¬ 
bably been read and commented on by the majority of 
Temporaiy Veterinary Officers who served in France and 
will certainlv give rise to many heartburnings. In the 
first place, the appointment of this officer to the H.A V.C. 
was casting a slur on the capabilities of the Regular, the 
Special Reserve, Territorial, and Temporary Officers, but 
to give him theO.B.E., promote him to Major and allow 
him to retain the rank on demobilization is resented 
keenly by those who held acting Majorities for long per¬ 
iods and were reverted on relinquishing their commands, 
and who are egotistical enough to consider they might 
have been allowed to retain their rank on demobilization. 

It is not a nice feeling that prompts a D.V.S. to de¬ 
liberately slight his own profession and choose an Ac¬ 
countant from a London firm, but it is on a par with 
some of the wonderful bestowal of favors in the form of 
rewards, honors, and decorations that earned for the 
R.A.V.C. in France the soubriquet of the “D.S.O. Corps.” 

Another “regrettable incident” was the appointment of 
the Secretary of the R.S.P.C.A. to a staff Captaincy in 
the R. A. V.C. the bestowal of yet another O.B.K. on him, 
and, although he ceased to be employed in France in 1916, 
allowing him to appear in his London office as late as 
April 1919 in the uniform of a Staff Captain of the 
R.A.V.C. 

Does the D.V.S. France real’y mean that amongst his 
own and other officers he could not find one man with suf¬ 
ficient brains to carry out and reap the reward of the 
“onerous” duties relegated to these Officers ? 

What about some of the Officers who really did a job 
of work out there, and because they were conscientious 
workers were found a job of work by the D.V.S.—How 
did they fare when they stuck to their iob 1 They were 
the recipients of that priceless farewell epistle from the 
D.V.S. in which he told them he could give them nothing 
but that he hoped they would retain their badges and 
buttons as a memento of their service. 

Officers who served 4 and f> years on Active Service 
(not on the “ home front”) and attained acting mf^jorities 
now find themselves on demobilization “permitted” to 
retain the rank of a junior who only served 12 months 
and not necessarily saw active service at all. 

One understands in the case of the Regular Officer that 
reversion from acting rank was in most cases necessary, 
but, in the case of the Temporary Officer, the retention 
of acting rank on demobilization would have been a 
compliment which 6ome of us would have appreciated 
and, not unreasonably I think, expected. 

Under the circumstances it is pardonable if some Tem¬ 
porary Officers entertain somewhat mixed feelings for a 
D.V.S. a member of our own profession, who, when there 
was real work to be done had no hesitation in making 
ure of the Temporary Officers he thought could do it; 
but when recognition of service was reckoned with, pre 
ferred to fall back on Accountants and Secretaries of 
Philanthrophic Institutions, rather than grudgingly 
admit the capabilities of his own profession who were not 
in the^Kegular Service. 
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Temporary Officers will, I hope, not forget this and 
a few other incidents when the next election for Council 
comes on.—Yours faithfully, 

“One op Them.” 


PROFESSIONAL FEES. 

Sir,—Will you be good enough to grant me the oppor¬ 
tunity of replying to Mr. Spencer’s welcome criticisms 
which appeared in a recent issue. 

Strange as it may seem, the scale of fees which, with 
all its imperfections and anomalies, was adopted by the 
West of Scotland V.M.A., was not, as Mr. Spencer too 
readily assumes, the result of “spasmodic effort,” but in 
reality the outcome of almost endless discussion by men 
painfully conscious of the very unsatisfactory—not to 
say deplorable u present and prospective situations.” 
No one, I imagine, who has. the interests of his profes¬ 
sion at heart can regard its present position without 
concern. What then, is the remedy—if remedy there 
be? 

It is the opinion of the Committee that in the one 
word. Unity, lies our best, if it is not our only hope of 
securing that recognition which is our right. So unity 
became the real objective of those who were working 
together for the improvement of professional fees. 

In discussing the fees question, we soon found that 
the adoption of a minimum scale adequate to the needs 
of the times was impossible of attainment at present. 
Various causes combined to defeat this part of our pur¬ 
pose, but the chief, as it was the most surprising factor, 
was the opposition offered by men holding high and 
honourable positions in the profession, ana men with 
great prestige as practitioners. We had therefore to 
agree to a compromise or abandon the attempt—which 
meant defeat of our main object—“ Unity.” The spirit 
of compromise prevailed, and the wisdom of our decision 
has been abundantly confirmed by subsequent events. 
The association waxes in strength from day to day—we 
had an addition of twelve new members at our last 
meeting—our members are enthusiastic, and there is a 
spirit of comradeship abroad which it is good to see. 

We should never forget, too, that the scale is a mini¬ 
mum one ; that it is not like “ The laws of the Medes 
and the Persians,” and that with “ Unity ” all things 
may in time be added unto us. 

Mr. Spencer apparently holds the view that a parent 
Society, operating on the principle “ All for eacn and 
each for all,” would have produced a perfect scheme. 
One wonders how a parent Society, especially in the 
present state of affairs, could make a better job of it. 
Would such an authority evolve a scheme and then foist 
it on the profession, giving them no choice but to take it 
or leave it 1 


Perhaps I misinterpret Mr. Spencer’s meaning, and if 
so, and he has a plan, I hope he will unfold it. It 
seems to me that the difficulties which a central author¬ 
ity so acting would encounter would be insuperable. 
What scale, for instance, would satisfy those men in 
the Eastern Counties of England who go long distances 
for 1/6, and at the same time be acceptable to our 
friends in Ireland who refuse to cross the threshold of 
their own door under a guinea 1 Another difficulty is 
that we have no such authoritv at present. The nearest 
approach, is, of course, The National, but it does not 
obtain the allegiance of even a bare majority of the pro¬ 
fession. It has been computed The National can only 
speak for a third or fourth of our members, but with 
a change in its policy—I am advised that it is now 
particularly keen on advancing the material interests 
of the profession—there is every reason to expect that 
it will soon become enormously strengthened, and con¬ 
sequently a great power for good in the interests of 
the profession. But if we would build up a strong 


S rofession we most first become united. We must 
uild from the base upwards—and the base is in the 
constituencies. 

There is an idea in the minds of some of oup mem* 
bers that a conference of those Associations affiliated 
and non-affiliated (there are, I believe, some half-dozen 
or more of the latter which have sprung up during the 
war) which are interested in the fees question, should 
be held at an early date. The time is not perhaps 

S uite ripe, but it seems to be fast approaching. In tne 
ret instance the conference might be confined to 
Scotch Associations, but not necessarily. The objects 
of the meeting would be to endeavour to co-ordinate 
the actions of the various Societies, and to induce 
non-affiliated Societies to become affiliated to The 
National. 

To revert for a moment to Mr. Spencer’s criticism of 
our prices ; may I point out that they are not quite so 
bad as he makes out. In the “ Everted Uterus ” case 
he makes a mistake of 16/6d. Such a case would be 
charged £1 Is. plus visit and mileage—it is only in very 
simple cases that we charge 10/6d. So that instead of 
£1 Os. 6d. the charge would be £i 16s. 6d. Not ideal, 
but “ no bad,” as we say here. In dealing with castra¬ 
tion, I wonder why he chose a three year old. Suppose 
in place of a three year old we put six yearlings ? The 
charge in Scotland would be £7 and in England £4* I 
very much prefer our way I in castration. There is, I 
believe, a complete answer to his criticism on our charge 
for inoculation with anti-abortin. With reference to the 
tuberculin test, personally I cannot defend it, indeed I 
deplore it, for the simple reason that it may react ad¬ 
versely on others. Tne North of Ireland has much in 
common with the West of Scotland, so that it is easy to 
imagine how adversely our charges may affect prices 
there. One prominent practitioner there charges, or 
did charge—his price may have gone up like everything 
else—£1 Is. per head for herds up to forty in num¬ 
ber. 

There may be others of your readers besides Mr. 
Spencer, who think we have made a muddle of it. To 
them I would simply say that the difficulties in produc¬ 
ing even such an imperfect scheme we have found to b& 
very real. We have succeeded, and are perfectly satis¬ 
fied. It is, however, very largely due to Principal Gai- 
ger’s ungrudging and never tiring efforts to promote 
harmony and unity among the members that we have 
succeeded. 

Although Chairman of the Fees Committee of the 
W.S.Y.M.A., the above has been written entirely “ off 
my own bat,” and therefore 1 am alone responsible.— 
Yours faithfully, 

David Imrie. 

Glasgow. 

(The foregoing has hem unavoidably held over). 


I CONCERNING PARTNERSHIP. 

Dear Sir,—I have been dwelling lately on a certain 
aspect of the Veterinary profession as apart from the 
Medical, which is, I think, worthy of the attention of 
our younger members. 

Rarely or ever do you find a young Doctor starting 
practice on his own account The general method of 
procedure is that the young medical plunges a thousand 
or two into an old established concern, and almost at 
once has a dignified footing. How often does that hap¬ 
pen in the Veterinary ? Not once in a “blue moon”. A 
young V.S. often starts in a town where there is an old 
established practice, built up veiy likely through sheer 
strenous hard work or, on the other hand, buys the rp T 
mains of some derelict. Naturally the old established is 
anxious to keep his practice together—a practice in 
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which he has spent the best years of his life—and if the 
new beginner is to get on, he must have some of it. In 
consequence a feeling of mistrust arises betwixt the old 
and the young which, to say the least of it, lowers the 
whole dignity of the profession. 

If the young beginner were to put some hundreds in a 
good going concern he could go forward with a much 
better front, whilst both the young and the old would 
mutually benefit—socially and professionally. But in 
these times, unfortunately, young men want to be old 
in a breath.—Yours etc. 

M.R.C.V.S. 


WAR HONOURS. 

Buckingham Palace, March 5. 

The King held an Investiture in the Ball Room of 
the Palace at 11 o’clock this morning, when His Majesty 
conferred decorations as follows :— 

The Military Cross. 

* * * * * 

Capt. Henry Tabuteau-Herrick 

War Office, March 8. 

The following were among the Decorations and medals 
awarded by the Allied Powers at various dates to the 
British Forces for distinguished services rendered during 
the course of the campaign. The King has given unre¬ 
stricted permission in all cases to wear the decora¬ 
tions :— 

Conferred by the King of Italy . 

Order of St. Maurice and St Lazarus. 

(Cavalier). 

* * * 41 - 

Temp. Mftj. F. T. O. Hobday, c.m.g., f.r.o.v.s. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extracts from London Oautte 
Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps 
War Office, Whitehall, Mar. 4. 

Maj. W. C. Lowe, f.r.c.v.s., relinquishes the actg. rank 
of Lt.-Col. on ceasing to hold the appt. of A.D.V.S. 
(Dec. 14, 1919). 


Mar. 5. 

The following Temp. Capts relinquish their comm ns. on 
completion of service, and retain the rank of Capt. :— 
A. N. Metcalfe, G. Barry (Feb. 12) ; D. Campbell, 
o.b.e. (Feb. 14). 

Mar. 9. 

Maj. R. C. Matthews, d.s.o., retires on ret. pay (Feb. 26) 
(substituted for the notification in Gazette Feb. 24). 

The following relinquish the actg. rank of Maj.:—Temp. 
Capt. R.W. Simpson, m.c., (since relinquished commn-X 
on ceasing to hold a Spec. Appt. (May 24,1919) (sub¬ 
stituted for notification in Gazette Feb. 13); Capt. S. 
W. Marriott, o.b.e., (Feb. 20, 1919). 

Special Reserve of Officers. 

Maj. A. E. Clarke (late actg. Lt.-Col.) to be Lt.-Col. 
(Oct. 15, 1919). 

Mar. 10. 

Capt. G. H. Bennet resigns his commn. (March 11). 

General Reserve of Officers. 

G. H. Bennet, late Capt. r.a.v.c., to be Capt. (Mar. 11, 
sen. Nov. 18,1917). 

Territorial Force. Mar. 10. 

Maj. G. M. Davey, t.d., having attained the age limit, is 
retired (Mar. 11), and retains the rank of Maj. with 
permission to wear the prescribed uniform. 

Capt. W. F. Garside, having attained the age limit, is re¬ 
tired (Mar. 11), and retains the rank of Capt. 


Personal. 

Lt.-Col. George AlbertOliphant, a.v.d., of Park 
House, Woburn, Beds., left £5,996. 


OBITUARY. 

Robertson, W., m.r.c.v.s., Assit. Director Vety. Reserch 
Lab., Grahamstown, S.A. 

Graduated : London, Dec. 1893. 

Died 1919. 

Owen Jones, Existing Practitioner, Llanrwst. 

Mr. Owen Isgoed Jones (the place-name, Isgoed, was 
an adopted one), was by profession a chemist, and never 
practised veterinary surgery. He wa9 J.P. for Denhigh 
shire, and had been a member of the C.C. for Denbigh 
and Carnarvon. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Period. 
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o •S c 
Q '0< 
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1 
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(a) 
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and-Mouth 
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(b) 
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Ani¬ 
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Mange. 
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Soab. 

(b) 

Swine Fever. 

Out¬ 
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<«} 

Ani¬ 
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Out- 1 
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(b) ! 
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Week ended Mar. 6 
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10 
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91 


I 
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11 

57 

21 



3 

5 

12 

1 4 

5 

1 13 



2 

2 

145 

128 

70 

301 

204 

175 

14 

4 

22 

25 

18 

53 

8 

11 

13 

Total for 10 weeks, 1920 
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19 

_ 

2 

93 
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39 
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8 
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40 

08 
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58 
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160 

17 
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1 

5 

7 

1 

24 

11 

1093 
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827 

3408 

1 2900 
| 1783 

171 

177 

294 

200 

142 

411 

68 

49 
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(a Confirmed. (5) Reported by Local Authorities f Counties affected, animals attacked :— 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Mar. 9, 1920 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 

Non.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. • As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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Hank on Demobilisation. 

It was with considerable reluctance that we 
printed last week, the letter on “Retention of Hank 
on Demobilization.” The writer, in his consideration 
of the subject, has passed over facts which we 
had thought were common knowledge; and has cast 
reflections—which are unjustifiable—on an officer 
who is debarred by regulations from defending him¬ 
self, and who is moreover at present a long way 
from England. The one consideration which de¬ 
cided the question of printing the letter is the fact 
that there are other mal-contents, and that it is 
better that these complaints should be met out-right 
and dealt with. 

We find that, in point of fact, the question of re¬ 
tention of rank on demobilization is governed by an 
Army Order, No. 376, of December 1918, in which it 
is laid down that on the termination of his commis¬ 
sion, an officer will be given permission to retain 
the highest acting or temporary rank he may have 
held, provided he has held that rank for an aggre¬ 
gate minimum period of six months. This rule 
governs the retention of rank for all branches of the 
service, and it is not within the province of any offi¬ 
cer, however highly plaoed, to with-hold or grant 
this privilege. It is given automatically, on the 
conditions laid down by the Army Order. 

On the question of the employment of the two 
officers alluded to in the letter; those of our readers 
who attended Genl. Sir Fred. Smith's lecture on the 
A.V.S. or who have read the reprint of it which ap¬ 
peared in our pages in February 1919, will have 
known that the R.S.P.C.A. had come forward and 
had raised a very considerable Fund for sick and 
wounded horses, to be expended under the auspices 
of the R.A.V.C. References to this have appeared 
in tbe public press, and the subject is again referred to 
by another writer on page 447 of this issue. It was 
only right, in these conditions, that an official of 
that Society should act as a liaison officer between 
his Society and the Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 
Captain Fairholme was granted an honorary Com¬ 
mission in the Corps in exactly ?the same way as 
similar commissions were given to representatives 
of the Red Cross, and other Charitable Societies. 
The excellent work he did both in connection with 
the troops in France and the Veterinary Service 
on all fronts, is well known and needs no further 
comment. It was for this work that he was selec¬ 
ted for reward. 

In the case of the other officer mentioned in the 
letter, the knowledge required for the best economic 


disposal of carcases and general salvage is that of 
the business man and aooountant, rather than that 
of the veterinary surgeon. This work also is referred 
to in the paper by Major Hobday on another page. 
In this instance the gentleman employed was selec¬ 
ted by the War Offioe for his special knowledge in 
the disposal of animal carcases, and was gazetted to 
the rank of Honorary Lieutenant in the Royal Army 
Veterinary Corps. In this the principle was followed 
of endeavouring to run the Royal Army Veterinary 
Corps on sound economic lines, which has been tbe 
basis of the great success that has marked this ser¬ 
vice out for general praise on ail fronts throughout 
the war. In the early days Major Crowe was sent 
to France to advise on the disposal of animal carca¬ 
ses in that country. Here his business capacity 
and sound knowledge of the work was quiofcly re¬ 
cognised, and he was retained to supervise this 
special work on that front. In order to recompense 
him and give him the necessary weight, he was 
graded as a D.A.A., and Q.M.G. which carries the 
rank of Major. This is a grading universal in all 
branches of the Army, and is one not usually accor¬ 
ded to officers R.A.V.C. When the services of de¬ 
serving officers came to be recognised the good work 
which Major Crowe had accomplished was not over¬ 
looked, and he was awarded the O.B.E., for work 
not connected purely with the veterinary profession, 
but for what he had done in a Salvage branch which 
was developed in connection with the Royal Army 
Veterinary Corps. 

Had the information here given come to hand 
earlier, we can say unhesitatingly that the letter of 
last week would not have had space in our columns. 


The Veterinary Surgeons Act Amendment Bill. 

House of Commons, Thursday, March lltb. 

Sir W. Cheyne (Scottish Universities, o.u.) 
moved the second reading of the Veterinary Sur¬ 
geons Act (1881) Amendment Bill, one of the provi¬ 
sions of which, he explained, would prevent 
unqualified men continuing to praotise under the 
name of a veterinary dispensary or hospital. The 
rejection of the Bill was moved by Brigadier-General 
Colvin (Epping, c.u.), and seconded by Mr. Jodrill 
(King’s Lynn, c.u.) on the ground that it would 
deprive men skilful with animals of their livelihood. 
On a division the Bill was read a second time by 
106 votes to 51, and was referred to a standing 
Committee. 

Members are reminded of the desirability of keep¬ 
ing well in touch with their local M.P., wherever 
possible, og this matter. 
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A CASE OF UMBILICAL HERNIA. 

By Henry Taylor, p.r.c.v.8., Haywards Heath. 

The patient was a half-bred filly, ruptured since 
birth, the hernia getting rapidly worse# as the ani¬ 
mal approached one year old. At that time it was 
rather larger than, and similar in appearance to, a 
ooooanut. The filly at times evidently suffered 
pain therefrom, and the part became quite hard. 
The opening through the abdominal walls was ap¬ 
proximately one and a quarter inch in diameter. 

The animal’s skin was in a filthy condition, but 
the hair was clipped, the parts swabbed with tinc¬ 
ture of iodine, and the bowel inside the sac returned 
into the abdominal cavity, the procedure being ac¬ 
companied by a gurgling sound. I removed the 
hernial sac by multiple ligation, the operation being 
oarried out as follows. A needle carrying a double 
thread of strong silk was passed at intervals through 
the sac, at right angles to the middle line of tne 
body; then when through, one strand of it was cut 
close to the needle and the ends tied so that a sec¬ 
tion of the skin about half-an-inch long was inclu¬ 
ded in each ligature. There were about a dozen of 
these ligatures altogether, and though a consider¬ 
able strain was put upon them when the animal got 
up they held firm. 

There was the usual swelling of the mass within 
the next few days, and the parts sloughed away on 
the ninth day, leaving a healthy sore. The filly made 
an uneventful recovery. 

HAEMATURIA IN A HORSE. 

An old favourite hunter, aged about 18 years, last 
July commenced to pass blood amongBt the urine, 
but as he did not appear very ill, veterinary advice 
was not sought; the groom giving him some nitre, 
which he said caused a disappearance of the symp¬ 
toms. The horse then went on until about Novem¬ 
ber, when there was a recurrence, more particularly 
after exercise or hunting. This time I attended 
him, and found that the urine was dark red in colour 
from admixture with blood. There were no clots, 
and the liquid on standing deposited a sediment of 
blood and mucus. On microscopical examination 
there was any quantity of red blood corpuscles, with 
some crystals like oxalates, but apparently nothing 
further, The urine did not get clear at one time to 
be bloody the next, but the blood at each examina¬ 
tion of the bladder was intimately mixed. 

The horse used to strain at times when urinating, 
and occasionally would kick at his belly as if there 
was some little pain. 

The symptoms pointed to kidney rather than to 
bladder trouble, but an examination per rectum re¬ 
vealed a tumour about the size of a tangerine or¬ 
ange at the neck of the bladder. It felt almost like 
a calculus, but if it had been one the probabilities 
are that it could have been moved into the fundus; 
whereas the growth could not be shifted at all. 
Pressure on it gave rise to a little pain, and the 
horse passed some urine deeply tinged with blood, 
the flaw being evidently obstructed by the tumour 
interfering with the free passage. 


As the horse was a grey—or to be more correct, 
a white—it is very probable that the tumour is of 
the melanotic kind, moreover there is a lump in the 
muscles of the off hip which is most likely of a simi¬ 
lar nature. 

The horse continues to do a little light work, and 
retains its condition. 

Remarks . The case is of interest; first on ac. 
count of the symptoms simulating stone in the blad¬ 
der. Secondly for the unusual site for a melanotic 
tumour, though this position is mentioned as one 
of the places where such do occur in Pathologie 
Ghirurgicale General par Leblanc, Cad6at, Carou- 
geau, page 368. I have seen clusters of them round 
the root of the tail and the vicinity of the anus in 
other patients. 

H. T. 

PSEUDO-TETANUS. 

An aged grey cart mare was found one morning 
unable to open her mouth, and the owner requested 
me to see her as she had got lockjaw, he said. I 
found that the jaws were tightly locked and saliva 
was running from the mouth, the masseter muscles 
were hard, tense, and the angles of the mouth retrac¬ 
ted. There was no history of a wound and the animal 
had been perfectly all right over-night. On taking 
the mare out of the stable I noticed that there was 
none of that general stiffness and rigidity associated 
with tetanus, and the membrane nictitans failed to 
react. 

A hypodermic injection of morphia was given 
and the usual procedure in cases of tetanus observed. 
Two days afterwards there was a great improve¬ 
ment and the animal could eat a little; about a 
couple of days later she seemed quite herself and 
went to work. I was informed that about a fort¬ 
night after the cheek had become swollen and a 

core ’ had come out of the mouth. Then it was 
that the carter recollected that a day or two antece¬ 
dent to the onset of the symptoms the mare had 
had a small hook connected with the harness oaught 
inside her mouth. H.T. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


A Simplified Method of Staining 
Tubercle Bacilli. 

Lesieur, Jaoquet, and Pintenet have communicated 
this method to the Society of Biology. The Stain¬ 
ing solution is the phenioated gentian violet which 
serves to make Gram’s stain. One gramme of 
gentian violet triturated in a mortar in 10 c.c. of 95% 
alcohol. After dissolution is complete, a 5% aqueous 
solution of Carbolic acid is added until the mixture 
amounts to 100 c.c. 

The preparation is spread, dried, fixed with the 
flame, covered with the stain, and exposed to heat, 
with the giving off of vapours, for three minutes, 
The excess of stain is then removed by water, and 
the decolourising agent is applied. This decol¬ 
ourising agent is 95% alcohol, with 2% of laotic acid 
added. The acid and the alcohol act together; the 
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decolourisation is almost immediate, and the agent 
may be freely used, for it does not attack the bacilli. 

All that then remains is to counter-stain with any 
red stain, Buoh as 1 part of Safranin to 500 parts of 
aniline water, the bnok-like tint of whioh contrasts 
very well with the blackish violet of the bacilli. 

The Rectal Temperature of the Dromedary. 

Sergent and Lb6ritier have made a communication 
upon this subject to the Society of Biology, show¬ 
ing that the rectal temperature of the dromedary is 
very variable. 

In a female Camel ten years old, well nourished, 
and at rest in a partially roofed paddook, in fine 
dry weather in January, when the temperature of 
the air was from 41'F. to 59°F., the mean rectal 
temperature was 986°F. The minimum was 96-8°F. 
between 2 a.m. and 7 a.m., when the temperature 
of the air was from 41*F. to 62*6°F. The maximum 
was 99*8°F. between 2 p.m. and 4 p.m., when the 
temperature of the air was from 50°F. to 57*2°F. 
The amplitude of variation in the twenty-four hours 
was therefore 3°F. 

In eleven dromedaries observed for seven weeks 
during the autumn in Algiers, the mean temperature 
was 98*6*F. The minimum repeatedly reached 
95*9'F., and once even 95*3"F. The maximum on 
certain days, exceeded 100*6°F. and even 101*3°F. 

Sudden and considerable falls of the rectal tem¬ 
perature whenever dromedaries are exposed to moist 
cold. They are due, not to the general cooling at¬ 
mosphere, out to the damp, to whioh dromedaries 
appear particularly sensitive .—Journal dc med. vdt. 
el dc zootechnie ), 

W,R.C. 


R.C.V.S. WAR MEMORIAL. 

The Secretary begs to acknowledge the receipt of the 
following donations, or promises of donations :— 


Bate, A. £2 2 0 

Batt, H. T., and Sons 5 5 0 

Bazly, F. 5 5 0 

Bett, R. F. Capt. 110 

Clarkson, M. 110 

Lambert, T. D. 110 

Morphew, H. 2 2 0 

Fallin, W. A., Capt. 10 10 0 

Pauer, W. 5 0 0 

Perry, E. M. 110 

Pillers, A. W. Noel 110 

Scott, F. C. 1 1 0 

Shallcross, E. P. 110 

Slocock, S. H. 10 0 0 

Tipper, L. C. 5 0 0 

Walker, W. S. 1 1 0 

Walker, W. 1 0 0 

Warburton, F. S. 110 

White, J. B. 1 0 0 

Woolston, P. C. 110 


57 14 0 

Previously reported 347 7 0 


£405 1 0 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1920. In each case the amount is 
£1 Is., except where otherwise indicated. 


Barling, J. L., Hereford 
Baxley, F., Devizes 
Berry, A. H., Ministry of 
Agriculture 
Cartwright, C.W., Dyserth 
Gofton, A., Edinburgh 
Hopkin, F., Manchester 
Hopkin, T., Manchester 
King, H. C. P., London, 

S.E. 11 

Manuel, P., Crewe 
Pillers, A. W. Noel, L’pool 
Railton, J. P., Builtn 

Wells 


Roberts. H. L., Ipswich 
Sommerville, J., Glasgow 
Woolston, P. C., Bedford 
Shallcross, E. P., Lough¬ 
borough 1919,1920 £2 2s. 
Snaith, P., Bishop Auck¬ 
land 
17 17 0 

Amt. Mar. 10 £675 15 5 


£693 12 5 
Mar. 17. - 


TENTH INTERNATIONAL VETERINARY 
CONGRESS. 


A Meeting of the Tenth International Veterinary Con¬ 
gress Organising Committee was held on the 5th February 
1920, at 10, Ilea Lion Square, 

Present:—Sir John M'Fadyean in the Chair. Messrs. 
A. H. Archer, G. A. Banham, F. Bullock, W. Roger 
Clarke, A. Crabb, T. Eaton Jones, F. W. Garnett, F. jL. 
Gooch, Major F. T. G. Hobday, Mr. G. H. Livesey. Dr. 
J. Mcl.McCall, Messrs. H. A. MacCormack, J. W. Mac¬ 
intosh, J. Malcolm, W. J. Mulvey, T: Mayor Parker, 

T. S. Price, Prof. E. Bray ley Reynolds, Mr. C. Roberts, 
Prof. J. Share-Jones. Mr. S. H. Slocock, Sir Stewart 
Stockman, Mr. J. Willett, Prof. G. H. Wooldridge 
Letters of apology were received from the following 
Members: —Messrs. W. Awde, F. Bazley, H. Begg, Gen. 
E. R. C. Butler. Messrs. J. Carter, J. C. Coleman, F. W. 
Emery, T. Hopkin, J. Ewing Johnston, M^jor A. Gofton, 
Messrs. R. G. Linton, J. MacFarlane, Maj. J. Peddie, 
Gen. Pringle, Messrs. A. J. Sewell, P. J. Simpson, T. 
Spencer, C. W. Townsend, E. C. Winter. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting of the Organising 
Committee and of a meeting of the Executive Committee 
held on April 14th 1916, were read and confirmed. 

Treasurer's Statement. The Treasurer submitted the 
following Statement of Accounts audited up to Maroh 
1916. He stated that Bince that date there were only 
a few items of receipts and expenditure, and he had 
not thought it necessary to have the accounts specially 
audited tor the meeting. They would be audited finally 
when the work was completed. 


Congress Subscription A/o 31st March 1916. 


Receipts. 


To 1426 at £1 

£1426 0 

0 

224 5/- 

56 0 

0 

7 30/- 

10 10 

0 

30 10/- 

1 6/- 

15 0 

0 

5 

0 


1507 15 

0 

lest Belgian Expense*, 

as per 


schedule 

1 16 

7 


1505 18 

5 

Allow for Exchanges 

3 11 

2 


Bank Interest 

Balance transferred from Enter¬ 
tainment Fund A C 


1602 7 3 
22 16 5 

942 2 6 


£2467 6 2 
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Payments. 

By Rent, Insurance and Office Expenses 
Printing and Stationery 
Clerical Assistance 
Postages 

Estimated Postages on Reports to enemy 
countries (at the end of the war) 
Legal Expenses 
Bank Charges 
Subscriptions refunded 


Liabilities. 

Audit Fee 

Permanent Committee 

Entkrtainmknt FUNO. 
Receipts. 

To Donations 
Exhibition Stands 
Bank Interest 


Payments. 

By Transfer to Subscription A/c 
Entertainments 
Printing and Stationery 
Postage 

Clerical Assistance 
Bank Charges 
Balance at Bank 


191 

3 

11 

1686 

6 

6 

305 

1 

4 

181 

17 

5 

46 

5 

8 

52 

16 

8 

1 

9 

10 

2 

4 

10 

£2467 

6 

2 

12 

12 

0 

20 

0 

0 

3536 

8 

4 

140 

15 

0 

239 

13 

0 

£3916 

16 

4 

942 

2 

6 

501 

9 

7 

51 

G 

11 

31 

12 

11 

4 

13 

2 

3 

6 

10 

2382 

4 

5 

£3916 

16 

4 


The balance has been invested in War Loan and he 
asked that the action taken be approved. It was resol¬ 
ved—(1) That the action of the Trustees in investing 
the Balance in hand of the Entertainment Fund be ap- 

E roved. (2) That the final publication of the accounts 
e deferred until the work of transmitting copies of the 
reports to Members residing in enemy countries has been 
completed. 

Correspondence. A letter was received from Professor 
Perroncito stating that he had ascertained the opinion of 
several representative Veterinary Surgeons in Italy, and 
it was the general wish that the next International Veteri¬ 
nary Congress should be held not in Rome but in London. 

A letter was also received from the Secretary of the 
American Committee for the preparation of the Eleventh 
International Veterinary Congress (see Veterinary Re¬ 
cord Jan. 24th, page 352). 

Sir Stewart Stockman submitted a letter from Dr. 
De Jong, Secretaiy of the Permanent Commission, en¬ 
quiring as to the advisability of calling a meeting of the 
Permanent Commission to consider the invitation from 


America. Dr. De Jong wished to know whether he 
might take it that British Veterinary Surgeons would be 
prepared to meet Veterinary Surgeons from Enemy 
Countries at the next Congress, ana whether he should 
call a meeting of the Permanent Commission on the old 
basis, 

Sir Stewart Stockman explained that the decision as 
to the date and place rested with the Permanent Com- 
mission^and suggested that a recommendation should be 
sent to Dr. De Jong that the constitution of the Perma¬ 
nent Commission should be as formerly with its head¬ 
quarters at The Hague, and Dr. De Jong as Secretary. 
This was agreed to. 

The Chairman (Sir Stewart Stockman) then proposed 
that Dr. De Jong be informed that it is desirable that the 
Permanent Commission should meet at an early date, in 


order to take up the consideration of the question as to 
where the next Congress should be held, and the date; 
and that if any alterations in the constitution of the 
Permanent Commission are found necessary that it would 
be for the Commission to make suggestions in the first 
instance. 

After a general discussion it was decided to put the 
following resolution first “That this Committee is of 
opinion that the next Veterinary Congress should be In¬ 
ternational, in the same sense as previous Congresses.” 

This was carried with one dissension and one absten¬ 
tion. 

The following resolution proposed by Prof. Wooldridge, 
seconded by Mr. Malcolm was next put. “ That this 
Committee is of opinion that the Permanent Commis¬ 
sion should be summoned in order to put into motion 
the machinery necessary to hold another International 
Veterinary Congress.” 

This was carried unanimously. 

Date. It was resolved to recommend “That the 
earliest date at which an International Veterinary Con¬ 
gress should be fixed is 1924 or 1925.” 

Place. On the question of the place of the next Con- 

f rees it was resolved “ That no decision be arrived at 
ut that the meeting adjourn until such time as the 
Honorary Secretary receives intimation of a meeting of 
the Permanent Commission being called. 

It was agreed that the Honorary Secretary should 
write to Dr. Eichhorn stating that the question of the 
next Congress being held in London has been considered 
somewhat informally in this country, but that as the 
matter rested with the Permanent Commission it has been 
deferred for the time being. 


A Civilian's Appreciation of the Work of the 
R.A.V.C. DURING THE PAST WAR. 

By Frederick Hobday, c.m.g., f.r.c.v.8., f.r.s.e. 

Read at the meeting of the Central Vety. Society on 
Thursday, March 4. 

To-night it is my purpose to bring briefly before your 
notice my impressions of what I saw of the work done 
by the Royal Army Veterinary Corps during the past 
war and I am going to speak as a civilian ana one who 
has been a very interested observer; for although for 
some five years I have endeavoured to play the military 
part, I have always known that it was only done because 
the circumstances demanded it, and in the full knowledge 
that when the war was over I should return to civil life 
and leave soldiering to those who make it their liveli¬ 
hood and their profession. 

The subject of my title is such a wide one that I have 
decided to confine my paper to those branches which I 
saw at work or in which I had personal experience ; and 
to the countries—France, Italy and Albania, to which I 
was sent on duty; leaving it to others in the room to 
state their individual experiences of the Veterinary 
Service in Great Britain, in the big Remount Depots of 
America, the Sea Transport Service, India, Egypt, Sa- 
lonica, Mesopotamia and other countries in theEast. 

I have with me about 100 photographs, a large pro¬ 
portion of which have been lent to me for this meeting 
by Capt. Fairholme, the Secretary of the R.S.P.CJL, 
whose members did so much to help the cause of the 
sick and wounded horses, and without whose pecuniary 
aid we could not possibly have had the splendid and 
fully equipped hospitals the R.A.V.C. built. 

That the R A.V.C. is an essential part of the Army no 
one will dare to deny, and that it proved its value, and 
more firmly than ever established a place for itself dur¬ 
ing the past war is beyond question : for although tanks 
and motors of all kinds were employed in thousands, 
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yet it woold have been absolutely impossible to have 
won the war without the horse, the mule, the ox and 
the camel. Each, too, in its respective thousands or tens 
of thousands. 

Granting this latter remark as being indisputably true, 
it follows as a matter of course that it is necessary to 
keep them in health, and to do this a properly organised 
Veterinary Department is essential. 

In this, at least, the Britishers stood well; for the or¬ 
ganisation of our Army Veterinary Corps was the envy 
and admiration of our Allied confreres ; and I have 
many times talked with French and Italian veterinary 
officers who have expressed the hope that the Veterinary 
Service of their respective Armies might be remodelled 
on the lines of ours—whilst America has already paid 
us the compliment of forming their A.V.C. somewhat on 
British lines with the aid of a representative of the 
R.A.V.C. sent over specially in order to give them the 
framework. 

At the beginning of the war the Department consisted 
of about 120 officers and between two and three hundred 
men, and you will all recollect the urgent call made in 
the professional and lay journals for recruits; appeals 
which ended in a service of over 1,200 officers and 
27,000 men, with an additional 6,000 natives in countries 
such as Egypt and Mesopotamia, where it was of advan¬ 
tage to employ them. 

At the commencement the rank and file consisted 
largely of men of the horsekeeper and stableman class, 
and they made excellent material; knowing the horse 
and its habits, and getting hold of their duties very 
quickly under the guidance of capable non-commissioned 
officers. The latter were mostly old service men or Re¬ 
servists, preferably selected from the mounted servicec, 
and quickly promoted to posts of disciplinary command 
if they showed aptitude. In their turn they were quick 
to pica out those amongst their men who could control 
the others, and to give them the support and backing 
necessary to inculcate and maintain discipline. From 
this small beginning originated the structure which 
eventually grew as much in proportion as the other 
branches of the Service, and which took its place 
amongst the other pillars which eventually carried the 
whole to victory. 

As the war progressed the younger men were taken for 
the trenches and replaced by older men, and men who 
were not thought able to stand the fatigue of the actual 
front. They, in their turn, proved most adaptable and 
although many of them had never handled a horse be¬ 
fore, they soon “made good,” and learnt, after a few 
practical lessons from the heels of their patients, which 
was the right and the wrong way to approach the busi¬ 
ness end even of a South American mule. 

Some, I have heard say that they never wanted to see 
a horse again; but others loved their job, their patients, 
and the open air life. Each, notwithstanding the mud 
and the rain and the cold, “ did his bit ” thoroughly and 
well; helping towards the success which they were de¬ 
termined must ultimately come. 

Probably, after the recruiting branches, the veterinary 
officers attached to the Remount Department, had the 
busiest time during the first few weeks of the war, for 
their services required to be here, there, and everywhere 
to assist in the urgent and rapid selection of the many 
thousands of remounts which had to be requisitioned at 
once, and to see that those purchased were free from 
contagious disease and able immediately to do the work 
required from them. By a curious coincidence my first 
and last positions in War service were in this branch, as 
I was called up to do duty for them on the 4th of August, 
1914, in London, and my last war duty was a Remount 
one m Albania; truly the two opposite extremes of civi¬ 
lisation—London, the greatest city of the world, and San 
Giovanni de Medova, a small village and harbour on the 


wild coast of Albania, with Scutari and its curious mix¬ 
tures of people as my nearest big town.. 

Glanders and mange, those two bugbears of all former 
wars, were especially to be guarded against, and it speaks 
well for the Veterinary Corps that in the hurry and rush 
of the first few months more of it did not escape them. 
The value of mallein was never more clearly demonstra¬ 
ted, and whether the test was made by the intra-dermo- 
palpebral method, or the subcutaneous method in the 
neck, I venture to state that the war furnished in this 
respect at all events, the finest educational lesson our 
younger men could possibly have had. On this point in 
particular I can speak with some authority, as during 
1916 and 1917 alone, over 108,000 animals, horses ana 
mules, passed through the hospital which I had the 
honour to command, and I was personally responsible 
for their testing and separation into classes for subse¬ 
quent distribution; number 22 Hospital being the re¬ 
ception hospital of the Southern Area in France. To the 
work of the hospitals I shall refer later and in more full 
detail, as I was associated with them for four years, at 
first as a junior lieutenant, and afterwards when holding 
Field rank. 

At the commencement of the war after acting for a 
few days under the Remount Department I joined up as 
a Lieutenant and was posted to a cavalry regiment; 
and it was with this regiment that I learnt my first de¬ 
tails of how to make out Army returns and of the meth¬ 
ods authorised for the purpose of keeping the animals of 
the regiment clear of contagious disease and fit to go on 
the march at the shortest possible notice. For improv¬ 
ing one’s powers of observation it is an excellent train¬ 
ing, and I should say that if one has a good Command¬ 
ing officer and good fellows as brother officers (and I 
was fortunate in finding both) the life of the veterinary 
officer to a cavalry regiment is an ideal one. I recollect 
well that I was very sorry when the order came to make 
my regiment into Divisional Cavalry, as this meant that 
the squadrons had to be separated, and I was therefore 
unable to go to France in their company. 

Beyond attending to urgent cases, supervising the' 
shoeing, inspecting stables and forage, and keeping a 
sharp look out for mange, strangles, influenza ana other 
contagious diseases, the duties were not onerous, as all 
cases which Were likely to need more than a few days 
treatment were, by order, sent to the nearest veterinary 
hospital. Strangles and influenza were my chief bug¬ 
bears, as might be expected from the congregation of a 
lot of animals collected suddenly from all parts of Eng¬ 
land, and occasionally a stampede would afford a variety 
and give work for the use of the revolver or the humane 
killer. In one of these, which occurred in the night, no 
less than nine animals were killed, or had to be Killed, 
owing to fractured legs or other injuries. 

The necessity for a veterinary officer in a horse unit 
is only too apparent—to advise on all points connected 
with the dietary and general hygienic management of the 
animals, and if he has the confidence of the commanding 
officer and his brother officers he is indeed “ a power in 
the land.” This I heard again and again in France and 
Italy, where the veterinary officer had taken the trouble 
to make himself popular and prove that he “ knew his 

{ *ob,” and I felt very proud on numerous occasions to 
tear how much respected and highly thought of some of 
my old students and colleagues had become in their re¬ 
spective divisions or units. 

On the breaking up of the regiment as a unit I was 
ordered to report to Woolwich ; there I had the oppor¬ 
tunity of seeing the working of the Depot and vetermaiy 
hospital, where officers and men were being trained as 
speedily as possible in order to be sent overseas. 

After a brief stay there I was sent to France, taking 
with me a draft of 200 non-commissioned officers and 
men. Havre was the destination and it was there that 
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I got my first insight into the working of the veterinary 
hospital system as carried out in France. At this centre 
there were two large hospitals, one of which was run by 
the Canadians, and at that time each was in its compara¬ 
tively primitive stage, and nothing like the fine ana well 
appointed places they eventually became. After remain¬ 
ing there for a few days I was ordered to report to 
Neufchatel and eventually to a hospital near Boulogne, 
where I began my duties in earnest as a junior lieuten¬ 
ant in charge of a sub division. By a curious coincidence 
the officer commanding this hospital was one of my old 
London students and, moreover, the son of the veterinary 
practitioner with whom I had served my three years 
pupilage before entering the profession ana at that time 
he had been a boy of six or eight years old : so that his 
opportunity had now come to “ take it out of me ” for 
the castigations I had administered to him when he was 
a little boy! Needless to say we both laughed heartily 
at the topsy turvydom which reversed the former situa¬ 
tion and gave such autocratic power to the former junior 
student, now a Field officer, to wreak his vengeance on 
his former teacher! 

On the journey through France I passed through 
Rouen and saw the hospitals there, all very different at 
that time to the finisned article which they became 
after a few more months of building and organisation. 

My duties here were excellent training for the manage¬ 
ment of the Hospital which was to come, as each Sub- 
Division was decentralized as much as possible, and the 
officer in charge was held responsible, not only for the 
Veterinary care of the sick animals under his command, 
but also for their feeding, hygiene^ and equipment; as also 
for the management, health, discipline, ana proper equip¬ 
ment of his men. 

The duties of Orderly Officer came to each one in turn 
and during the period of his office the responsibility of 
the whole Camp, men and animals, rested upon this hard 
working individual. It was for him to be present at the 
early morning parade, to post the guards, to visit the 
sentries, and to see lights out; to deal with all complaints, 
to inspect the food of the men and horses, the barrack 
rooms or tents, and generally to act as the buffer between 
the Commanding Officer and those under his Command. 
A long day’s duties always, especially as he had to carry 
out the duties of his own Sub-Division just the same. 

And here it may not be inappropriate to say something 
about the Veterinary Hospitals, as they were indeed re¬ 
sults for the Service to be proud of, both from their organ¬ 
isation and the amount of work they got through. I 
speak from experience of what I saw in France and Italy, 
and I shall leave it to others to speak of them in Great 
Britain and the East. I had especial facilities for seeing 
each as for some time I held the appointment of “Consult¬ 
ing Surgeon to the Veterinary Hospitals” and this involv¬ 
ed a stay of several days at each to clear up the 
accummulation of troublesome operations:—on one jour¬ 
ney, with quittor alone there were over 620 cases to be 
dealt with. As far as was possible, for convenience sake, 
the neighbourhood chosen was large enough to locate a 
Remount Depot as well as a Veterinary Hospital, so that 
as the Animals became cured they could be readily 
passed on for re-issue to the Front They must be con¬ 
veniently near a main line station, and it was found to 
be a good plan, where the district would permit it with¬ 
out unduly congesting the railway service, to have the 
Reception Hospital in the same locality as one or two 
others, as this enabled the contagious cases (especially 
mange) to be sent by road instead of contaminating more 
railway trucks ; and a larger number of debility and such 
like cases to receive treatment and gain strength before 
being sent a further distance in the trains (often two or 
three days’ journey in bad weather). The Railway con¬ 
gestion was, as might be expected, often very serious, and 


on plenty of occasions journeys took two or three days, 
which in normal times took only a few hours. 

During the early days of the war brickfields were made 
great use of, as the shedding and the flooring were usually 
there. Given these in decent condition, half the problem 
of horse shelter was solved. It was protection from the 
cold and wet overhead and the mud underfoot, which 
was so essential. Side cover and screens could generally 
be improvised somehow from various sources. One 
Hospital was constructed entirely on the sand, and ex¬ 
cellent flooring this made ; the chief bugbear to be 
guarded against being sand colic, as some horses would 
persist in swallowing it. Other hospitals had to be made 
m beetroot fields or such like tracts of cultivated land 
where, until sleepers or other flooring could be obtained, 
the ground soon became a tract of mud. Wooden struc¬ 
tures were erected as speedily as possible, and tents 
provided where they could be got, but at the commence¬ 
ment thousands of animals had to stand entirely in the 
open. Tents get damaged or deteriorate as time goes on, 
and for a war which is to be prolonged the permanent 
buildings came out cheaper in the end, but for quickness 
of erection, convenience of transport and general mobi¬ 
lity they fill a unique place, and should always receive 
serious consideration. 

These Hospitals, as might be expected, covered in each 
case, a large acreage of ground, ana were made togive ac¬ 
commodation to approximately 600 men and 2000 animals. 
In times of stress tne animal population would far exceed 
this and often we had over 2500 (and sometimes over 
3000) on hand to find room for. April to May 1917 were 
terrible in this respect and the horses admitted from the 
Front were skeletons. The horse tents or sheds were 
arranged in parallel rows, as far as circumstances would 
allow in Sub-Divisions of 250 each, contagious cases 
were placed in isolation in their own respective quarters, 
surgical and others of that type were grouped together : 
the debility and other medicinal in other wards, and 
those in the last ward were receiving the final touches 
before being issued to the Remounts. In addition to 
that a Reception Hospital had a special ward of expan¬ 
sible dimensions, for tne new arrivals which had to await 
the result of the mallein test before they could be distri¬ 
buted to any other part of the Hospital During the 
time that mange was rife, the number became so great 
that special Hospitals were set aside for them alone, and 
huge dipping baths of concrete filled with heated anti- 
parasitic solutions were constructed capable of bathing 
readily an average of 500 animals a day. 

The Reception Hospital was an institution by itself, 
its principal duties were to receive the animals sent down 
from the Front, test them all with mallein, sort out the 
contagious cases, destroy the hopelessly wounded, pick 
out the butcher cases, the debilities, those needing urgent 
Surgical attention, and afterwards distribute them to 
the various Hospitals along the line of communications. 
The Hospital I had the honour to Command was one of 
these, and during 1916 and 1917 we dealt with over 
108000 animals, and we have received as many as 700 in 
a single day. The test of malleining was a great re-. 
sponsibility, for to miss a case of glanders meant very 
serious mischief later on, and the intra-dermo-palpebr&l 
test came as a god-send, both for convenience of nand- 
ling—the initial cost, and convenience for injection and 
subsequent inspection. 

. This method of eye testing, originally suggested by 
Prof. Lanfranchi, of Bologna Veterinary School, was 
warmly adopted by the French, and it was Prof. Douville 
of the Lyons Veterinary School who was sent by the 
French Army Authorities, at the request of General 
(now Sir John) Moore to demonstrate it at a conference 
of British Veterinary Officers, at which I had the 
honour to be present After this conference I was sent 
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to give lectures and demonstrations upon its use and its 
value to all the Veterinary Officers along the Front, and 
it became at once the authorised method of testing. It 
was on this trip that I first saw the animals in’the actual 
firing line, ana renewed acquaintance with a large num¬ 
ber of old friends and students. By its use a very large 
number of animals could be injected in a day, and the 
inspection on the subsequent day could be made with 
much greater rapidity, accuracy and ease. Millions of 
doses were used by this method and by the use of the 
maUein test glanders, that scourge of horseflesh in the 
armies of previous wars, become entirely eradicated. 

In the horses and mules of the British Forces in Italy 
I believe I am correct in saying that no case of this 
disease occurred during their stay there—truly a wonder¬ 
ful tribute where over 60,000 animals were concerned. 

To return to the Veterinary Hospitals, a glance at the 
plan I have with me and which was drawn to scale by 
one of the men “ doing his bit ” in the lines, will show 
that the setting out of a large camp incurs considerable 
study beforehand, the men required equal considerations 
with the horses, and their camping ground with its cook¬ 
house, latrines, and necessary appurtenances has to be so 
arranged that it will bear the keen inspection of the 
Sanitary and other Inspecting Officers. The Officers 
quarters, too, must be separate in every respect; this 
means separate arrangements for tents, cook-house, lat¬ 
rines, etc.* Everything needed space and all must be 
done with regular precision and in order, according to 
certain Army regulations and routine; and the freedom 
from camp fevers, speaks volumes for the cleanliness 
and sanitary tidiness of the British regulations. 

Then again, when a camp appears likely to be station¬ 
ary for any length of time the question of the cultivation 
of vegetables and the production of garden produce comes 
in. The average British soldier immediately sends home 
for seeds and makes a flower garden around his tent, so 
that after the lapse of a few months the place is invari¬ 
ably made as homelike as possible. The garden ques¬ 
tion for the supply of fresh vegetables is almost a neces¬ 
sity and the vegetables grown prove a welcome addition 
to the rations of a camp, unquestionably adding to the 
health of the men. 

Where horses are concerned the work of a camp is 
doubled, as fences must be put up, the water supply must 
be a large one, forage stores are necessary, flooring and 
cover must be provided, and the question of the presence 
of flies and the removal of the manure is always a serious 
problem. 

However, with good officers and N.C.O. to supervise 
and carry out one’s plans, and willing men who do their 
best^ the work is eventually completed, and the regular 
routine of hospital duties follows day by day. Of the 
actual number of animals which passml through the vet¬ 
erinary hospitals of the British Army in all parts of the 
world I have no knowledge, but I do enow that in France 
alone, on one occasion when statistics were taken there 
were 42,000 sick at the one time. From this one can | 
min some idea of the size of the places built to hold 
them and the money expended on the sick animals alone. 
In addition to the War Office expenditure, the British 
public subscribed, through appeals made by the 
K.S.P.C.A. the sum of £250,000 of which £225,000 was 
actually spent on the sick horses. After the Armistice 
£15,000 was allotted to the Soldiers Dog Quarantine 
Fund, and £10^000 has been set aside to provide a nucleus 
for the sick animals of the next war. This Society alone 
built four hospitals for 2000 animals each and added ex¬ 
tra stabling wnen requested to do so, sufficient for a total 
of 13,000 sick animals altogether. They also gave 28 
motor horse ambulances (costing £1000 each), 180 horse 
drawn ambulances, and numbers of chaff cutters and 
corn crushers; seven outfits of machinery for the salvage 
of the products of the dead bodies, and in many other 


ways added considerably to the comfort of the horses 
ana the credit of the Veterinary Corps. 

It was to their financial aid, too, that we were enabled 
to humanely operate, for anaesthetics were provided in 
plenty, both chloroform and cocaine. Thousands of 
cases were operated upon and for the young officer who 
was fond of surgery there was the opportunity of his 
life—an opportunity to become a surgical expert such as 
could not possibly be gained elsewhere. Those who were 
wise took their cnancB : and there is no doubt that this 
universal use of chloroform raised the reputation of the 
Corps more than anything else in the eyes, not only of 
our own people, but also m the eyes of our Continental 
confreres. There are no countries in the world where 
the use of chloroform in operating on animals is carried 
out to such an extent as in Great Britain and her Colo¬ 
nies. 

I must not leave the subject of the hospitals without 
referring to the ingenuity of the men with the bale wire, 
biscuit tins, and Buch like waste product at their com¬ 
mand. These were twisted and cut, and shaped so that 
they could be used for almost every purpose under the 
sun. What they could not make out of bale wire and 
biscuit tins, with the aid of a hammer and a pair of 
wire nippers or pliers, was not worth making. 

In their spare time too they made most ingenious 
things, of which I have brought a few to show you. 
They were of course, after the horse-keeper class had be¬ 
come exhausted, drawn from every trade, and really very 
few knew anything about horses at all. At first awkwara, 
they soon adapted themselves, and in the end it proved 
for us, in reality, a good thing, as it enabled us to make 
our hospitals practically self supporting, and indepen¬ 
dent of other units for repairs and little odd jobs, the ne¬ 
glect of which make up the petty annoyances of life. We 
had to do most of our own carpentering and building, 
drain excavating, road making, floor laying, and a 
thousand and one other things ; whilst for the manipu¬ 
lation of any iron work our farriers proved a perfect god- 
send. 

It really was astonishing to see how men, whether 
officers or privates, adapted themselves so satisfactorily 
in so short a time to the conditions of war, and did their 
job successfully too. It spoke volumes for the organis¬ 
ation and for the tact and resourcefulness of those who 
were at the head of affairs ; and I feel that I cannot 
speak too highly of the patience, with willingness to help, 
which was the working motto of the staff of our Direc¬ 
torate. 

Of the detals of the work of the officers attached to 
Divisions and the junior officers commanding Mobile 
Sections—each practically small commands in them¬ 
selves—I had experience many times when sent on duty 
amongst them,and I saw and realised more than ever the 
advantage of the Veterinary Corps as a Department, over 
the old condition of affairs when the regimental system 
was in vogue. 

With a fighting army it is absolutely essential that it 
shall not be encumbered with sick and wounded animals. 
Their place is in a hospital, and the sooner they get there 
the better for them and for the unit to which they be¬ 
long. 

The chief duty of the veterinary officer in a unit is to 
do prophylactive work, and when he finds a case which 
is likely to be sick for long to send it away (under the 
orders of the A.D.V.S.) to the Mobile Section ; where 
such cases are collected until a favourable opportunity 
occurs to send it to hospital. The. men, too, in the old 
regimental system, who were deputed to look after the 
sick were soldiers of the regiment, usually convalescent 
or those who gave trouble. With a Corps, the men be¬ 
long to it; they can only be utilised by the order of the 
veterinary officer, a system which enables him to know 
what he can do, and to map out the best way to do it 
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The mad and bad weather were amongst the worst 
enemies to cope with and some of the conditions ander 
which our men worked c&n be seen in the photographs 
here. Good fellows all, they did their job most cheer¬ 
fully, often under the most hopeless and impossible sur¬ 
roundings. 

The credit of the present immunity in England from 
a number of animal diseases which are rife upon the 
Continent can legitimately be given to the combination 
of the measures taken by the K.A.V.C. and the Veteri¬ 
nary Department of the Board of Agriculture at the end 
of the war. 

Epizootic Lymphangitis, which is a veritable thorn in 
the side of the horse owners of France and Italy, may be 
quoted as an example; and other diseases, of which we 
got thousands of cases, and which do not exist in 
Englard in normal times, were Specific Ophthalmia, 
Ulcerative Lymphangitis, and a virulent form of con¬ 
tagious Stomatitis. The prolonged standing of the 
animals’ legs in the cold, deep mud gave us thousands of 
cases of Necrotic Dermatitis, and the unavoidable expo¬ 
sure to wet and cold caused tens of thousands of cases 
of debility. Glanders, lice, and mange, were controllable 
when once the organisation to combat them became per¬ 
fected; and we learnt many new bints as to methods of 
dealing with the huge numbers involved. 

Something like 80 per cent of the animals, sent down 
from the Front as sick, were returned from the Hospitals 
to again do duty in the fighting line and this result alone 
must have saved the country millions of pounds, besides 
replacing what otherwise must have been a disastrous 
and irreparable loss. 

Purposely, I have mentioned no names, as such would 
have Deen invidious. All were good fellows and proved 
it, officers and men. It was a war in which, necessarily 
many were placed in topsy turvey positions, and in a 
volunteer and scratch army it must necessarily be 
so. Those who were one’s students and juniors in 
civilian life become one’s rulers, and the law of respect 
to a superior must always be loyally carried out in 
the service. Personal friendship can exist, but must 
never be allowed to interfere with the performance of 
one’s duty. Most of the officers I met were old friends 
and old students, their welcome was always a warm 
one, and in the absence of others they were always 
human and would relax; but on duty it was different, 
and the man who understood that, knew that the 
proper (and indeed the only) way to help the whole 
machine forward was “to play the game”. By acting the 
part and shewing that he loyally respected and tried to 
carry out the orders of his superiors, he too was setting 
an example of discipline which he would find carried out 
towards himself by those under his command. 

We had our times of relaxation and amusement and 
joined in with the men in theirs, but on duty a soldier’s 
rank defines his place, and must be loyally respected ; or 
discipline, the greatest essential to success in all armies, 
would be shattered. 

In conclusion, I can say that I would not have missed 
the experience for anything, and that my admiration for 
the organisation of the Royal Army Veterinary Corps 
(although, as in all huge shows, whether military or 
civilian, there is always room for improvement) is pro¬ 
found; and we of the profession can congratulate our¬ 
selves that it holds a place second to none in any other 
army in the world. 

Professor Hobday illustrated his paper by the exhibi¬ 
tion of a large number of photographs (more than 100) 
of horses and mules under various conditions of war, 
and of the veterinary hospitals in France and Italy. He 
also exhibited some articles ingeniously made by the 
men of the R A. V.C., some “ crow’s feet,” a horse’s wound 
stripe, and a number of other things in which the mem¬ 
bers present displayed great interest. 


A Note on the Economic Aspect of Veterinary 
Service. 

Max Henry, m.r.c.v.s., b.v.sc. 

The opportunity was recently presented to the writer 
of demonstrating to a large employer of horses the 
economic saving which could be effected if a qualified 
Veterinarian were paid a suitable retaining fee, and his 
advice sought and followed. The Department to which 
the writer is attached had been askea for assistance on 
account of sickness and mortality amongst one lot of 
horses, and after due investigation it was possible to lay 
before the employer certain arguments of an economic 
nature. The position of affairs was that some three 
months previously a severe outbreak of strangles had 
occurred ; no expert advice was obtained, and in time 
the outbreak worked its way through the horses and 
died out. Following this, at irregular intervals, cases 
developed which from the description given were those 
of a septic pneumonia. Most of these cases were fatal, 
and after a series of deaths, application for assistance 
was made. When the yards were visited, animals were 
found working which were obviously affected to a greater 
or less extent. 

In the course of this investigation, the method of 
feeding was inquired into, and it was found that the 
horses received daily anything between 20 to 25 lb. of 
chaff, and 10 to 15 lb. of oats. Nothing else was pro¬ 
vided in the shape of feed, and no grazing was available. 
This feed was given in long open troughs, no attempt 
being made to prevent the bolder, stronger animals from 
wolfing the food as fast as possible, to the detriment of 
the timid, weaker animals. Three feeds daily were 
given, and no differentiation between light and heavy 
draughts was made. The sick were in close contact with 
the healthy. In one camp a case of severe pulmonary 
emphysema was observed. This animal haa been fed 
for two months in the hope that it would recover and be 
of use, and meanwhile had not done a day’s work. In 
another yard a lame horse was presented, which was 
treated by the groom for spavin, but which on examin¬ 
ation revealed thrush, and a separation of the coronary 
band in the region of the heel. A large number of sore 
shoulders were noted which were being treated with a 
mixture of lard, oil and sulphur. 

Very few drugs were available, and those at hand used 
by the head groom without control. Colic drenches, 
purchased at a price of 3/6d. each were also administered 
at will by the grooms. Large quantities of a commercial 
firm’s “Gall Cure” were also being purchased. The 
number of horses ran to about 1,000. and the average 
cost price was in the neighbourhood of £25. 

The desirability of employing a Veterinarian had 
once, it was learnt, been considered, but the head stock- 
man had got the idea turned down, by pointing out that 
only 10 horses had died in three years, and that even if 
the Veterinarian had saved them all, he would not ha vs 
justified the expense of employing him at a permanent 
retaining fee. 

It was pointed out to the employer that the great 
value of a permanently retained Veterinarian lay in the 
prevention of disease, and in the reduction in the number 
of days work lost through sickness amongst the horses. 
Further, that good treatment by a competent man mast 
shorten the period off duty, and save from serious illness 
and possible death horses which were now being put to 
work too soon, or improperly. That if the question of 
feeding were viewed alone, a saving easily exceeding 
that of any retaining fee the employer would be askea 
to pay could be effected in the first year, if the Veterin¬ 
arian were properly supported, and that as he became 
fully acquainted with the prevailing conditions that 
saving would be much increased. (Any Veterinarian 
reading the method of feeding described and learning 
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FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE. 

Committee op Research. 

In the House of Commons. 

Sir Arthur Griffith-Boscawen, Parliamentary Sec¬ 
retary to the Board of Agriculture, announced, in reply 
to a question put by Sir R. Cooper, that the following 
gentlemen haa consented to serve on the Committee set 
up to deal with the problems arising from foot-and- 
mouth disease :— 

Prof. Robert Muir, Professor .of Pathology, University 
of Glasgow (chairman). 

Sir John M‘Fadyean, Principal and Professor of Pa¬ 
thology and Bacteriology at the Royal Veterinary Col- 
lege ? Camden Town. 

Lieut.-Colonel C. J. Martin, Director of the Lister In¬ 
stitute of Preventive Medicine. 

Mr. Clifford Dobell, Protistologist to the Medical Re¬ 
search Committee. 

Prof. J. M. Beattie, Medical Faculty and Veterinary 
School of the University of Liverpool, and City Bacteri¬ 
ologist. 

Sir Stewart Stockman, Chief Veterinary Officer, Min¬ 
istry of Agriculture. 

This Committee, which had been appointed by the 
Minister, was composed entirely of scientists, and no 
members had been appointed by representative bodies of 
stock-owners. Until the Committee has met, and had 
an opportunity of discussing the problems to be investi¬ 
gated, it was impossible to say when the actual research 
work would be begun. 


WAR HONOURS. 

Buckingham Palace, March 17. 

The King held an Investiture in the Ball Room of 
the Palace at 11 o’clock this morning, when His Majesty 
conferred decorations as follows :— 

The Military Cross. 

* * * * * 

Capt. Stow Young 

War Office, March 17. 

The following were among the Decorations conferred 
by the President of the French Republic for distin¬ 
guished services rendered during the course of the cam 
paign. The King has given unrestricted permission in 
all cases to wear the decorations:— 

Medaille p’Honneur avec Glaives “ En Vermeil.” 
* * * * 

Capt. J. Rae, p.s.o. Spec. Res. 


Aldershot Command Horse Show. 

The Aldershot Command Horse Show, will be held 
under the patronage of the King on the 20th, 21st, and 
22nd July. General Lord Rawlinson, q.c.b 7 g.c.v.o., 
now in command at Aldershot, is the new President, and 
the Duke of Connaught has become a patron. Good 
progress is being made with the new ground ; permanent 
stabling and stands are being created : many new ex 
hibitors are taking keen interest in the event, and there 
is every promise of a record meeting. 
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Records. 

Demobilisation has not been followed by any 
great increase in the amount of olinioal reports 
published. Perhaps this was only to be expected ; 
but something better might have been hoped. Many 
veterinary surgeons have been seeing more equine 
practice than ever before, and under altogether un¬ 
usual conditions. Many more in civil practice 
have had during the same period an exceptional 
amount of work, not a little of which contained 
more or less of novelty. All this appears destined 
to pass without leaving any appreciable trace in our 
professional literature. Collectively, veterinary 
surgeons have probably never had so great and so 
varied an amount of clinical experience to draw 
upon; but they have certainly never been much 
more uncommunicative regarding their experience 
than to-day. 

Many subjects might be cited concerning which 
veterinary literature ought to be richer from their 
experiences, and is in reality poorer. Lameness is 
stm full of unsolved problems; as much, if not more 
than usual has been seen during the war: but actu¬ 
ally less than usual has been written of it since 
the war began. The same could be said of the whole 
field of equine digestive disorders, which war con¬ 
ditions rendered more prevalent and serious than 
usual. Full of debatable questions as both these 
subjects are, the increased experience of them which 
veterinary surgeons have gained seems actually to 
have lessened their interest in them. Skin diseases 
and wound treatment, again, are subjects which as¬ 
sumed increased importance and underwent some 
new developments, but little has been written upon 
either. The one clinical subject which seems great¬ 
ly to interest members to-day is the use of anaesthe¬ 
tics, whioh has been forced upon their notice by re¬ 
cent legislation. 

Half tbe veterinary surgeons on the Register, 
whether they served with the colours or not. ac¬ 
quired much quite new and unlooked for experience 
under varied conditions. It is Gertain that this has 
considerably modified the ideas and methods of many 
individual members, and undoubtedly the effect 
upon the profession collectively will be considera¬ 
ble. That effect would be all the greater if members 
would awaken to the duty of recording their experi¬ 
ence and conclusions. It is a duty which has never 
yet been properly recognised by the profession gen- j 
erally; and the war ahd its followings seems to 
have driven it from most men's mind. It is time to j 
remember it. 


SOME POINTS IN THE NATURAL HISTORY 
OF ALVEOLAR, OR PERIODONTAL DISEASE, 
IN THE HORSE, OX, AND SHEEP* 

By*F. T. Harvey, f.*.c.v.s., St. Columb. 

“ The Tooth's dark cottage, eroded and decayed 

Lets in new germs through chinks that time hath made.’* 

Waller . 

Mr. President and gentlemen,—I am sensible of the 
honour of receiving an invitation, through your secretary, 
to read a paper ou Alveolar Disease before your Associ¬ 
ation. The subject is one which has not received a great 
amount of attention from clinical workers in this country, 
especially in recent years, though there are several arti¬ 
cles dealing with various dental affections in animals 
scattered throughout the veterinary periodicals. It was 
my intention at first to deal generally with alveolar af¬ 
fections as occurring in the animals mentioned, but it 
soon became evident that the subject was too large to be 
dealt with adequately in a single paper. 

The late Sir William Osier said on one occasion that 
he who had made a complete study of syphilis had em¬ 
braced the whole field of pathology in his purview. 

In a less degree one may make a similar statement re¬ 
garding alveolar disease, for the further one progresses 
m its study, the longer becomes the list of morbid states 
appearing to follow more or less directly in its trail. It 
is only in recent years that the far reaching effects of 
dental sepsis have been recognised in man, and even to¬ 
day many practitioners, both general surgeons and den¬ 
tists, fail to appreciate its true gravity and importance 
in undermining the general health. It is not intended to 
assert that periodontal disease as occurring in animals, 
in any way assumes the importance that it does in man, 
especially as regards its frequency, but it is certain that 
it is more frequent and far-reaching in its general effect 
on our patients than is generally supposed. 

My attention was first directed to the disease by a 
chance observation made many years ago, when examin¬ 
ing the enormously swollen head of a young horse that 
had died just before my arrival at the farm. In those 
days the case would have been described as one of gloss- 
anthrax—whatever that might mean, and more recently, 
perhaps even at the present day, would be grouped un¬ 
der the general term of malignant oedema. 

In the course of time it was noted that every case of 
acute malignant disease of the head unassociated with 
an obvious injury or wound presented similar or closely 
allied features. One always found a tooth, or more, 
loose, with the sockets in a gangrenous condition. Some 
of these cases were described in an article published in 
The Veterinary Record for January 12th 1918, and some 
of the specimens before you are from cases mentioned in 
that paper. In two private communications received 
from professional friends, at that time, it was suggested 
that the cases I had described were of the nature of ma¬ 
lignant oedema. It will be seen, however, that to merely 
describe such cases as malignant oedema and finish there, 
is to beg the question. Why do the tissues become in¬ 
vaded or attacked by this class of organism at all 1 

* Presented at the meeting of the Central Yety. Society, 

London, on Thursday, April 1st. 
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It is not easy to start an anerobic growth in the tissues 
of an animal unless certain conditions obtain—such as 
the presence of dead spaces or wounded tissues which 
have been badly drained, and in their absence anerobes 
are unable to get a footing. It is no doubt true that the 
bacillus of malignant oedema is the most probable killer 
in these acute cases of head disease but, as will be shown, 
the invasion of the tissues by this organism is merely a 
terminal episode in a series of events, some of which 
may long ante-date the onset of the acute condition, and 
further, that it is the alveolar membrane which is prim¬ 
arily involved. 

But there are other diseases of somewhat doubtful 
etiology especially as occurring in young horses, which 
are possibly more or less directly connected with alveo¬ 
lar disease. A striking feature of the disease is the fre¬ 
quency with which it exhibits symmetrical characters. 
Thus m a case of malignant oedema one can usually find 
definite evidence of an old standing process of erosion 
going on in the socket of the corresponding tooth of the 
opposite side from that in which the malignant process 
has started. 

It appears that alveolar disease, especially in colts 
may be well established as early as the sixth month of 
life, or before, and in many instances may go on unre¬ 
cognised for years. The course of this disease is largely 
influenced by environment, diet, and the resistance 
which the animal offers to bacterial invasion; while 
breed, and also the species are factors to be considered. 
As a rule the earlier m life the morbid process starts, the 
more destructive is the effect of secondary infections, 
once they start; and yet, curiously enough, it is more 
often than not that these cases fail to give any indica¬ 
tions suggestive of dental trouble in their previous his¬ 
tory. It is probably due to this fact, that alveolar dis¬ 
ease in the young animals of the farm has received such 
scant attention in the past. The disease is probably of¬ 
ten painless in animals, as it is frequently in man, and is 
then apt to escape notice save on examination. Actual 
suppuration in the alveolar sockets may be long delayed, 
and until this takes place with resulting pain, or the 
teeth become displaced, or other abnormal conditions 
develop there are few reasons for suspecting the 
teeth. 

With the completion of dentition and the arrival of 
the adult state, alveolar disease becomes of less impor¬ 
tance etiologically—for a time at least. In adultism 
there is an increasing strength and density of the bones 
generally, and any disease present in the alveoli may be¬ 
come arrested or develop slowly ; but like a wound on 
the trunk of a tree, perfect repair of a damaged alveolus 
probably never occurs. Density of bone is a material 
factor in retarding the rate of erosion in alveolar disease 
and this fact is well illustrated in some of the specimens 
before you, where the lower jaw, possessing the harder 
bone, shows a more limited amount of disease. 

In the young animal alveolar disease may kill outright, 
or in other cases lowered vitality and wasting occur, 
and thus predispose the patient to general disease and 
parasitism. Since January, 1918, I have known at 
least eight colts die as the direct result of the disease, 
and of tnese, six suffered from malignant oedema. In 
older animals alveolar disease tends to lower value and 
induce disability rather than actually bring about a fatal 
issue; although an old case of disease has occasionally 
developed a condition of general infection, but such 
cases are rare. 

In the later or more advanced stages of the disease, 
as seen in the horse more particularly, there must be a 
continuous general poisoning of the system going on, 
and knowing the marked susceptibility of this patient to 
react to sepsu in other parts, such as uterine affections, 
etc.; we cannot but conclude that such mouths must 


have far-reaching results on the general health. With 
this, however, the usually recognised form of alveolar 
disease, the majority of the Fellows of the Central are 
better acquainted than I am myself. 

Alveolar disease of the incisors is much less common 
in the horse as compared with its occurrence in the molars 
while in the ox the reverse holds good * since apart 
from actinomycosis, the incisors furnish by far the 
greater number of dental cases seen in cattle. An ex¬ 
cellent specimen, however, of acute and fatal alveolar 
infection of the molars in a cow is included in the list of 
cases. 

No case of periodontal disease has been met with by 
me in the sheep, notwithstanding a somewhat extensive 
search ; and I nave included this animal in the heading 
of the paper merely for purposes of comparison. 

In considering the disease as usually found in books, 
one finds the description more applicable to its occur¬ 
rence as seen in the adulb or aged animal, but in the 
present paper the mouth still carrying milk or temporary 
teeth receives most attention. 

Dollar (1) distinguishes two forms of Alveolar periost- 
tiis:—the “chronic ossifying,” and the “purulent”* 
but to these two varieties must be added at least a third 
one, in which the changes are those which characterise 
a rarefying osteitis. Here there is erosion of the socket, 
but the process proceeds very quietly, there being little 
or no discharge or smell, and some care is necessary not 
to overlook the disease at this stage. Pockets or holes, 
if present, are small, and not always easily found, for 
the mucous membrane at the gum margin being some¬ 
what swollen, becomes raised in the form of a fold and 
lies in contact with the tooth. It is then necessary to 
depress the membrane in order to locate any holes or 
pockets that may be present. A fine probe may then be 
passed down into the alveolus for half an inch or more. 
This fold of membrane is protective to some extent, 
forming as it does a sort of valve-like covering to the 
eroded alveolus, and preventing or hindering food reach¬ 
ing the cavities. 

Nature op Alveolar Disease and Caries. 

There are certain essential differences in the initial 
stages of alveolar disease in colts, and dogs, or children. 
In the latter the disease is most frequently due to the 
presence of decomposing food lying around the alveolar 
margin, and the tooth itself is attacked, and later, or 
together with it, the alveolar membrane. The destructive 
process begins on the outside and progresses to the 
deeper parts. The process itself is a chemico-parasitic 
one. the inorganic matter of the tooth is dissolved by 
acias formed from the fermentation of carbo hydrate 
food, and the remaining organic matter is destroyed by 
micro-organisms, and these latter also bring about 
changes in the alveolus. “Caries and periodontal 
disease are both traceable to the lodgement of food.” 
Sir James Colyer. 

In colts, and herbivorous animals generally, caries as 
an accompaniment of alveolar disease is extremely rare, 
and in only one of the specimens on the table is there to 
be found any evidence of an erosive process attacking 
the tooth itself: but doubtless, in the rare cases in horses 
and cattle in which caries does occur, the mechanism of 
its production is that indicated above. 

In young horses, alveolar disease, particularly in the 
cases exhibiting symmetrical manifestations of it, begins 

uite frequently, in my view, well down in the socket or 

epths of the membrane, and spreads towards the gum 
margin. Very slight injuries are then sufficient to induce 
ulceration of it, and by an extension of the process the 
tooth may be loosened, or pockets, or holes, are formed. 
With erosion of the gum margin the surface continuity 
is broken, and the tissues may then be invaded by other 
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organisms from without, and in this way the rate of the 
destructive process going on in the alveolus may be 
qnickened, and various secondary infections arise. 

Pockets, Holes, and Inter-Dental Spaces. 

Pockets or holes at the gum margin may often be 
found at an early age in colts, and they are important as 
affording a means of entry of virulent organisms to 
adjacent tissues. In the formation of a “pocket,” 
according to Colyer (2), quoting Znamensky, there is at 
first an infiltration of the papillary layer with leucocytes, 
and the epithelium is destroyed. The gum also becomes 
infiltrated with leucocytes almost to the edge of the 
bone. Erosion of the mucous membrane follows, and 
then change begins in the underlying bone and alveolar 
membrane. The bone is first decalcified, then gradually 
transformed into an osteoid tissue, and afterwards into 
a connective fibrous tissue, which becomes infiltrated 
with leucocytes. The process gradually extends, absorp¬ 
tion occurs, and spaces and pockets are formed. The 
condition known as “alveolar disease,” “pyorrhcea 
alveolaris,” or “gingivitis,” is then established. The 
bone-changes generally are those of a rarefying osteitis. 
No doubt similar morbid changes take place in our 
patients as observed in man, allowance being made for 
certain etiological factors. The further course of the 
disease will depend on the nature of the animal’s food 
and the character of the organisms gaining access to the 
pockets so formed, and their ability to gain a footing 
therein. Species play an important part here. In the 
ox the ray-fungus readily finds a starting point, while in 
the young horse perhaps the bacillus of malignant 
oedema becomes the most destructive. 

In all cases there seems a marked tendency to the 
destruction of the interdental tissues, and the alveolar 
process is soon more or less destroyed. Spaces are thus 
formed between the teeth in which the food accumulates. 
The presence of food between the teeth is often said to 
be the cause of alveolar periostitis, but in many cases in 
our patients, and particularly colts, it is more often the 
result and not the cause of the condition ; but in any 
case, when present it always adds to the trouble. 

It would seem that in the case of very young colts 
the erosion or breaking down of the alveolar membrane 
is of a diffuse character, rather than in the formation of 
holes or channels in a limited area. An example of this 
is seen in Case 1. A tooth socket in this condition 
seems particularly prone to take on a gangrenous con¬ 
dition. 

Injuries to the gum margin no doubt play a consider¬ 
able part, from time to time, in the. causation of inter¬ 
dental spaces, but they do not explain the whole matter. 
If the periodontal disease is due solely to mechanical 
injuries from mastication, why is the disease developed 
so early in colts, so rarely met with in cattle, and never 
to be seen in sheep 1 

The only article which I have seen dealing especially 
with the disease in colts is one by It. Paine, f.r.c.v.s., 
Cape Colony, entitled “Alveolar Periostitis in Young 
Kquines.” (3). “ It is usually observed first when the 

animal is rising three years old, there being a slight 
enlargement along the upper surface of the superior 
maxillary bone, sometimes on one side of the face, but 
more commonly on both sides.” 

41 In some cases pus forms below the temporary molars 
and later a fistula forms, while in other cases a bony 
enlargement forms at the base of the teeth. As a rule 
complete recovery follows if the temporary molars are 
removed in time.” 

This writer suggests that the condition is due to the 
awns of bearded wheat becoming fixed in the mouth, but 
is not sure about the point. It Tseems to be more 
common in some parts of the Colony than in others. It 
is interesting to note that in my early inquiries I also 


considered alveolar disease more largely a disease of three 
year olds, but it was soon found that it was equally com¬ 
mon in younger animals. 

Inter dental spaces may thus arise in three ways : 

(1) Developmental errors. These are usually sym¬ 
metrical. 

(2) Injuries by sharp bodies becoming fixed between 
the teeth, or otherwise damaging the gum margiu, and 
in such instances are of irregular distnbution, and per¬ 
haps limited at the commencement tD one or two alveoli 

(3) By an extension of disease arising in the deeper 
parts of the teeth sockets, and so involving the gum mar¬ 
gin and destroying the inter-alveolar process, and is 
frequently seen in corresponding inter-dental spaces. 

The Symmetrical or Bilateral Features op 
Alveolar Disease. 

In caries it is often seen that corresponding teeth on 
either side of the jaw are affected, and this is also true 
in regard to disease of the alveolar membrane. This 
feature is quite pronounced in colts but is much less 
frequently observed in cattle. 

Inter dental spaces of congenital origin are of course 
usually symmetrical, and there is a good example on the 
table in the case of the mandible of a young ox. Here, 
fodder infected with the ray-fungus gets packed in the 
space; the mucous membrane is attacked, and an in¬ 
vasion of the bone follows. In such instances, however, 
the lesions are secondary to a developmental error and 
are not true symmetrical diseases, as one side may be in¬ 
volved long before the other. Similarly alveolar disease 
occurring in a properly formed mouth, and determined 
by bruising or sharp substances in the food, might be 
found at any part, and is little likely to be bi lateral or 
symmetrical. In general the symmetrical manifestation 
of a disease is an indication of some form of blood con¬ 
tamination or infection, and the organisms would then 
produce similar changes in corresponding parts of the 
body; or the disease might be a deficiency one, and due 
to the absence from the diet of something essential to 
its nutrition. In both cases the blood is the important 
factor. The latter view is largely held to-day concern¬ 
ing rickets. In the latter disease dental defects are of 
very frequent occurrence, forming practically part of the 
disease. 

In my view, “deficiency” as regards the vitamine con¬ 
tent of the diet does not play any very important part in 
the induction of alveolar disease in the horse, since we 
may find it present in animals which have been always 
well-fed. 

On the other hand, the very early age at which the 
disease may be well established on both sides of the jaws 
in our patients is very highly suggestive of its hcemal 
origin. Only in the horse do we Bee such pronounced 
changes in the depths of the alveoli so early, and those 
of a symm 2 trical character. Diet or local injury is not a 
sufficient explanation, although doubtless each plays 
some part either in favouring or hindering the course of 
the disease. Infection would be likely to be either ante¬ 
natal or determined in early colthood: organisms 
reaching the blood stream may become arrested in 
the bone around the dental germs and there remain. 
They may ultimately die, or again assume an active phase 
after a long period of quiet. We see similar events in 
ante-natal syphilis in children, in which syphilitic teeth 
are common. The gonococcus may remain quiescent in 
a tissue or duct for years, until it is activated and again 
produces injurious results, and in a similar manner the 
germs of typhoid fever may remain* dormant in a bone 
for years, and ultimately give rise to abscess formation. 

Two outstanding points are, I think—firstly, that al¬ 
veolar disease is especially prone to involve colts in a 
very grave form and in a way not seen in other animals; 
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and secondly, that colts also occupy an almost identical 
position in regard to “navel ill”. Whether certain cases 
of early alveolar disease in colts are merely late expres¬ 
sions of navel-ill or some other general infection, it is at 
present impossible to say. 

Alveolar Nodes or Splints. Facial Swellings. 

Although very little information may be obtained by 
merely inspecting the mouth in the early stages of the 
disease,'there is generally evidence of existing irritation 
in the deeper parts of the alveoli and in the adjoining 
periosteum of the maxilla or the mandible. The wall of 
Done around the premolars is at some points extremely 
thin, and such parts readily yield to any increase of intra- 
alveolar pressure, and a plastic periostitis is thus induced, 
resulting in the formation of nodes or diffuse swellings 
on the face. Such nodes are present in many of the 
specimens. Doubtless in some instances the swellings 
are of a protective or supportive character and they can 
be felt in the living animal, yielding when young to the 
finger pressure. In some of the dried specimens they 
are like small plates of bone stuck on the maxilla, but in 
the mandible the swellings are more diffuse, and are 
sometimes regarded as “halter splints”. They rarely 
suppurate, but are often painful to the touch, and are 
important indications of the existence of dental irritation. 
Like splints on the meta-carpal bones, they often tend to 
disappear with age or after the dentition is complete. 
In other chronic cases the microbial infection induces 
considerable irritation of the periosteum and much 
swelling ensues, and it may involve the intra-orbital 
nerve. Softening and sinus formation follow in some 
instances. Goodall (4) alludes to the the fact that if 
from any cause the deciduous teeth are not shed as they 
should be, the two front molars often cause consider¬ 
able tumifaction on the outer aspect of the face; but he 
does not mention the possibility of any fatal infection 
in such cases. 

Acute Spreading Disease op the Head. 

Acute cellulitis of the head as seen in young horses 
has long been recognised, but its position in veterinary 
nosology has been a doubtful one. Regarded during 
the greater part of the nineteenth century as a manifest¬ 
ation of anthrax, it was described under the general 
terms of gloss-anthrax, and anthracoid angina, and the 
late Professor Robertson (5) described in great detail the 
clinical manifestation of the disease under such headings. 
Modern writers, in their eagerness to get rid of the 
terms gloss-anthrax and anthracoid angina, have inci¬ 
dentally also dropped the disease which an older school 
of practitioners endeavoured with some success do des¬ 
cribe ; but, not knowing its etiology, they regarded it as 
of the nature of anthtax with local manifestations. 

I am clearly of opinion that the disease so described 
was'simply malignant oedema or some closely allied con¬ 
dition, and that it had no reference to those conditions 
of an urticarial nature, sometimes giving rise to alarm¬ 
ing symptoms, more particularly in the ox, which are 
sometimes met with in practice. In the article on ma¬ 
lignant oedema in Wallis Hoare’s “ System of Veterinary 
Medicine ” the special liability of the tissues of the head 
to invasion is not mentioned, and yet it is by far the 
commonist seat of the disease. I am of opinion that at 
least a thousand young horses and colts die every year in 
Great Britain from this form of cellulitis, and that in 
practically every case the point of infection, or start, is 
an old-standing lesion of one or more of the alveolar 
walls. Alveolar cellulitis is essentially a disease of young 
horses, and I have Merely seen the conditionjin an animal 
over three years of age; but no doubt it does occur occa¬ 
sionally after injuries to, or operations on the teeth. 
Moreover, wounds of the mouth would be responsible 
for an occasional case, but I have not noticed any specia 


tendency of wounds of the buccal membrane to become 
infected with the organisms of malignant oedema. 

In all animals wounds of the mouth tend to heal well, 
especially so in herbivora. Adami and McCrae (6) state 
that “ Considering how the mouth is exposed to infec¬ 
tion and trauma, it is remarkable to notice how relative 
ly rare are serious inflammations of this region. In 
other words the protective mechanisms are here highly 
developed. Wounds of the mouth heal with extraordi¬ 
nary rapidity.” 

I have only seen one fatal case of cellulitis in a horse 
in three years—other than the form here considered. 

Main Clinical Features op Alveolar Cellulitis* 

Incisors. The disease would seem to begin but rarely 
in the alveolar membrane of the incisors. It spreads 
more slowly, and the swelling is chiefly centred in the 
early stages, in the tissues of the upper or lower lips as 
the case may be, but it ultimately reaches the face, cneek, 
and throat. In all acute cases of cellulitis involving the 
upper or lower lips and unassociated with a wound, the 
incisor teeth should be carefully examined, and if any 
are loose or in any way show evidence of disease they 
should be at once extracted. 

Free incisions and drainage of the infected tissues 
along with removal of any loose tooth can alone offer 
any chance of successful treatment. A delay of a few 
hours is fatal. 

Lower Premolars. Cellulitis of the head having its 
starting point in the alveoli of the lower jaw is very 
characteristic. The animal previously supposed to be 
in good general health is found with tongue protruded, 
and with more or less swelling over the mandible and 
inter-maxillary space. Anxious for food, any taken into 
the mouth is again dropped. In the early stage the 
mouth may be opened ana inspected. At tne gum mar¬ 
gin of the first or second pre-molars there is usually a 
collection of yellowish diphtheritic material. The side 
of the tongue lying in contact with this mass is early in¬ 
fected, and a paten of similar material is soon seen on 
the organ. From this time on, the tongue symptoms pre¬ 
dominate, and altogether overshadow the original con¬ 
dition. Hence the terms Malignant Glossitis, or Gloss- 
Anthrax, formerly applied to malignant alveolar disease 
of the lower jaw. 

The disease runs a very rapid course and the general 
toxic state may outrun the local manifestations. In such 
a case the colt may be found dead in the field or box, and 
the cause of death attributed to lightning stroke or other 
form of injury. 

In cases where the animal survives two or three days 
the head becomes enormously swollen, and is rested on 
the ground. The tissues become necrosed, and the 
stench horrible. In some instances I have seen the 
swellings become greatly reduced just before death. 

Upper Premolars. In Malignant (Edema starting 
from the upper molars attention is often first drawn to 
the nostril of the affected side. The waves of air cause 
a snuffling sound, and yellowish serum collects around 
the nostril. In a few hours the nostril is blocked, and 
the swelling extends in all directions. In this form of 
the disease, more particularly, the post-orbital region is 
early involved. In fact snuffling respiration with a bulg¬ 
ing of the post-orbital fossa? is very suggestive of the 
existence of a deep cellulitis of the head. I would go so 
far as to say that such a condition occurring in a young 
horse together with a rise of temperature is an indication 
to promptly examine the teeth of the animal. 

In alt the. cases of the disease starting in the 
upper jaw which I have seen, the tongue has practically 
escaped infection. There is the same swelling of the gum 

•This term is used for convenience, but the alveolus is 
merely the foctas of infection. 
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margin of the affected alveoli, but the dense epithelial 
covering of the dorsum of the tongue resists infection, 
and the organ escapes. The line of spread is towards 
the throat, hence tne terms Anthracoid or Malignant 
Angina, formerly used in describing this form of tedema. 

Tne appearance of the animal in this condition is not 
so ghastly as when the mouth is chiedy involved, but 
the course is equally rapid or more so, cedematous laryn¬ 
gitis being a frequent complication. 

It will be seen from the specimens that the erosion or 
destruction of the bony wall of the alveolus on the nasal 
side is an important feature in favouring the spread of 
the infection along the nose and sinuses ; and thus the 
clinical features of malignant oedema of the upper and 
lower jaws rest upon anatomical grounds, and not on 
pathological ones. 

Death is the usual termination in these cases. In the 
late stages, or when there is much swelling, it is imposs¬ 
ible to get the mouth open, so that no time should be 
wasted in expectant methods of treatment. Fomenta¬ 
tions and liniments constitute wasted effort, and friction 
increases the absorption of toxin*. Extraction of teeth 
and free incisions seem the only hope, but there is some 
danger of excessive bleeding in carrying out this treat 
ment; while serum treatment is unlikely to be of service 
on account of the avalanche character of the disease. 


The Influence of Chaff and Diet generally. 

If we admit that alveolar disease begins very early, 
especially in colts, it is easy to see the possible injurious 
effects of feeding them on chaff at too young a period. 
Foals when a few weeks old may have access to chaff 
given to the dam with her corn. Bruising along the 
gum margin in such cases may occur and lay the seeds 
of a morbid condition, which may last the lifetime of 
the animal. I think, as a prophylactic measure, chaff, 
particularly any hard varieties, should be sparingly 
used during colt-hood, and not at all during the first 
two years of life; or perhaps better not until the two 
first permanent molars are properly up. 

After seeing colts die from dental trouble, or suffer 
from life-long disability, one cannot but be impressed 
with the great necessity of natural and clean feeding in 
early life. How often we see colts kept for long periods 
in small paddocks, and the food taken to them. Here 
they are nibbling the almost bare ground after grass 
which they are unable to obtain, and their gums and 
buccal membranes generally become earth infected. 
Long after, when grazing under good conditions malig¬ 
nant cedema or some other disease may assert itself and 
the true history of the case be altogether overlooked. 

Lameness. 


Disease of the Jaw in Cattle. 

In cattle, apart from an occasional case of cellulitis, 
or the fixation of a foreign body between the teeth, 
or trouble resulting from failure to properly shed 
the deciduous teeth, by far the more common cause of 
alveolar disease of the molars is the invasion of the parts 
by the ray fungus. This disease of the jaw is seen 
frequently on some farms, and never met with on others. 
Ordinary abrasions on the gums, or developmental errors, 
will occur on all farms, but if the ray fungus is absent 
from the fodder, serious disease does not follow. A 
striking feature is the immunity of the horse to actino¬ 
mycotic disease. On some large farms I have seen many 
cases of alveolar disease in cattle induced by the actino- 
myces, but never a case in a horse. The equine soil is 
fortunately not favourable to its growth. An extra¬ 
ordinary feature in bovine pathology is the very marked 
increase in the number of cases of actinomycosis one 
meets with to-day in comparison with, say, twenty years 
ago. The reduction of labour, carelessness in preserving 
the fodder, uncleaned roots, and dirty and earth-con¬ 
taminated feeding pens, are probably to some extent 
responsible, but the main factor is failure to isolate 
affected animals. 

' The rate of invasion. of an alveolus with the ray- 
fungus—once the adjoining mucous membrane has been 
infected, is remarkable, and it spares no tissue in its 
advance. TVe swelling in the softer tissues of the bones 
induces bu ing of the compact bony layer, the latter 
gives way y certain points, the skin ulcerates, and there 
is then an pen wound. Secondary infections now con¬ 
tribute their quota to the general mischief, and the case 
is no longer one of actinomycosis pure and simple. 
Bacillus proteus, B. Coli communis, and Pyogenic cocci 
may in turn invade the tissues, and produce their 
characteristic lesions. And we here, perhaps, find an 
explanation of the failure of iodide of potassium to exert 
any great influence for good in actinomycocis of the jaw. 
If we destroy the ray fungus the other organisms remain 
to carry on the mischief. We cannot restore the des¬ 
troyed alveolus, and, what is more important, we cannot 
obliterate the large bone-cavities produced by the ravages 
of the disease, for the walls of compact bone tissue do 
not recede. 

Early extraction of the tooth of the alveolus first 
attacked, and trephining and drilling into the bone from 
without would seem indicated. In the earliest stage 
only will iodide succeed in arresting the process. 


It is not intended to assert here that one should look 
at the teeth in order to diagnose lameness. I believe 
somebody from “ The Emerald Isle ” wrote not loog ago 
that a bacillus of lameness was necessary in order to ex¬ 
plain all the phenomena or difficulties met with in solv¬ 
ing certain lamenesses. The cases furnishing specimens 
6, 12, and 14 showed lameness, and two others exhibited 
motor troubles. We cannot get over the fact that many 
lamenesses not usually regarded as the result of infection 
are really brought about in this way, through a chronic 
toxaemia. It must be admitted that a horse doing hard 
work and carrying at the same time a diseased tooth or 
alveolus is more likely to develop neuritis, synovitis, or 
chronic arthritis, than one having no breach in his de¬ 
fensive armour. It would not seem a wise practice to 
fire a horse for splints or some other condition, and leave 
a dental defect unheeded. 

Short Summary of some of the features of 
Alveolar Disease in Horses. 

There can be no doubt that the disease in the majority 
of cases begins quite early in life, and that its etiology is 
complex. 

Among the animals of the farm, colts are particularly 
subject to those infections included under the general 
term of “ Navel Ill.” “Any inimical condition affecting 
the osseous system is likely to show itself in the alveolar 
process at an early Btage, tne reason being that this is a 
transient structure.” Colyer. 

A colt may carry the infection of navel ill in his 
tissues without exhibiting any clinical expressions of 
the same. In such cases a local iiyury may well produce 
far reaching effects, the tissue resistance of the animal 
being lowered. 

The natural food of the foal is milk and gras*, but he 
often masticates hard food. Two kinds of injury may 
result :— 

1. The alveolar margin may be injured and a breach 
made in the mucous membrane. 

2. The deeper tissues of the alveoli may be bruised in¬ 
directly from undue pressure during mastication. 

The alveolar membrane being thus damaged it becomos 
a favourable centre for the growth of organisms reaching 
it by way of the blood stream. A rarefying osteitis may 
be thus established. Secondary infections may start in 
the damaged alveoli and destroy the animal; but the 
tendency to this occuring is not pronounced after the 
third year of life. 
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Spread from one alveolus to another occurs frequently 
through erosion, or destruction of the inter-dental tissues. 
In this way the fourth molar, which is the first perma¬ 
nent tooth to appear, may have its membrane infected by 
extension of disease from the cavity of the third tooth. 

The shedding of the first and second temporary molars 
is a critical event in the history of the disease. 

After this period the disease seems in many instances 
to quiet down, and may trouble the animal but litile for 
years. This is the period of adult life. Resistance to the 
inroads of periodontal disease is at its height. 

After an indefinite period the disease again becomes 
active. The third and last stage is reached. The teeth 
are loose, the animal quids hisjood, fee tor is marked, and 
the horse becomes prematurely old. 

Alveolar disease beginning thus early in life may con¬ 
tinue to the end of the animal's existence. 


Illustkativk Casks and Specimens. 

(I) Alveolar Disease in a Foal. The maxilla of a 
foal from a case of Navel ill. I have introduced the case 
here because disease involving the socket of the right 
premolar was found to exist post-mortem. 

Considerable erosion of the alveolar wall, especially on 
its external margin, has taken place, with resulting large 
cavity formation. Food has already become insinuated 
between the first and second teeth, and there is some 
thickening of the maxilla well above the tooth, and the 
latter is quite loose. There was no zone of inflammatory 
tissue in the mucous membrane covering the gums, and 
unless the part was specially examined the condition 
would have been overlooked. 

I regard it as an important find; it illustrates the very 
early age at which alveolar disease may be already es¬ 
tablished in a colt. In my view, it is this state of the 
alveolar membrane which pre-eminently favours the on¬ 
set of acute necrosis or of malignant oedema ; examples of 
which are to be tound in cases II, III and IV. Or the 
animal may go under from some other acute infection, 
such as tetanus. The possible terminations of such a 
condition however, are numerous. 

(II) . Acute Infective Disease of the Alveolus of 
the First Pre-Molar (left) of the Mandible of a year¬ 
ling Colt. 

January 26th, 1920. A colt about eight months old 
was seen at 10.30 a.m. to be swollen around the cheeks, 
and the tongue was hanging out of the mouth; the 
breathing was noisy. The animal tried to eat his usual 
morning allowance of corn, but was unable to do so. 
I arrived at the farm at 2 p.m. and found the patient 
dead. The head was obtained. 

The Head. There was a good deal of yellowish jelly- 
like exudate under the skin of the cheek and between the 
muscles. No gas. The tongue was swollen, especially 
on the left side of the middle third, so also was tne floor 
of the mouth. There was a yellowish, tough, diphther¬ 
itic material around the gum margin of the left lower 
first premolar, and the tooth was quite loose. On mov¬ 
ing tne latter angry-looking stinking serous material 
welled up from the depth of the socket. The tooth be¬ 
hind was also obviously involved, or at least its socket. 
Apart from what has been described above, there was 
very little to indicate the presence of an acute fatal 
infection starting in an alveolus, and I have no doubt 
that without examining and testing the teeth individ¬ 
ually the nature of the lesions would have been over¬ 
looked. Such cases, if not seen within a few hours of 
the commencement of the swelling, are found dead, and 
give rise to much speculation. This colt had never had 
any chaff, the pasture was fairly good, and not over- 
grazed: in fact it looked a clean grazing site, but it was 
near a sewage irrigation field. Crushed oats had been 


allowed him once daily. The previous history of the 
colt was good but a foal from the same dam born a year 
earlier had a deformed jaw. The mandible with the 
tongue only is before you. The appearance of the part 
has been altered somewhat in the boiling. The Speci¬ 
men has been hardened in formalin and salt solution. 

(III) . Necrosis of the right mandible in a colt. 
January 23rd., 1918. Shire colt, eight months old. The 
animal was noticed to be out of sorts on the 21st., and 
the next day (22nd), the head was swollen and he was 
unable to feed ; the tongue was protruded, and marked 
foetor was noticed. On the 23rd. the swelling had 
reached the throat. There was much swelling around 
the nostrils, lips and cheeks, particularly on the right 
side. The mouth was open, the tongue protruding, and 
the under lip pushed forward and downward. Around 
the right lower incisors there was a mass ef yellowish 
diphtheritic material, and a similar deposit was seen on 
the inside of the eheek and tongue. The three incisors 
were loose, and their sockets necrotic ; the colt was 
unable to take fluids, and hung his head almost to the 
ground, the nostrils were clear. The loose teeth were 
removed, the parts freely incised, and painted with 
iodized phenol. Eusol baths were employed. Some 
improvement followed, the swellings declined, and the 
colt took food. Death occurred on the 20th. day of the 
illness. 

The specimen shows very extensive necrosis of the 
jaws, reaching back to the seeond pre-molar. The 
alveoli of the 1st. and 2nd. pre-molars of the maxilla of 
the same side are also diseased—and deeply so, as a 
facial node is already to be seen well above the second 
tooth. The animal had been eating chaff, was frequently 
in a dirty yard, and lived generally under unfavourable 
conditions. 

(IV) . Necrosis of the left maxilla in a colt. 
Three-quarter bred Shire colt, about 8 months old. Seen 
on January 24th., 1918. On the morning of the 23rd. 
he came to his feeding-place slowly, instead of with his 
usual trot, and fed very slowly. The owner saw later 
in the day that a swelling had appeared along the face, 
and that there was a nasty-smelling discharge coming 
down the left nostril. At 5 p.m. on the 24th, I found 
the left eye closed and the nostril blocked. Tongue not 
involved. The foetor was very marked, and the head 
carried close to the ground. Death occurred on the 
following day. 

It will be seen that there was a considerable necrosis 
of bone, the alveolus of the first pre-molar being utterly 
destroyed. The corresponding tooth-socket of the right 
maxilla was diseased, erosion and pocket formation 
being evident. It is probable that the latter condition 
had previously existed also on the left side, and that 
here an anierobic infection had become established and 
killed the animal. 

These two specimens well illustrate the very destruct¬ 
ive lesions sometimes to be found following an apparently 
unimportant and unrecognized morbid condition of the 
alveolar membrane in young colts. 

(To be concluded) 


Sir Arthur Boscawen, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Agriculture, states in a written answer that 
it is anticipated that the Tuberculosis Order, either in 
its present form or slightly amended, will come into 
operation at the same time as the Milk and Dairies Act. 
The possibility of introducing a system whereby herds 
may be guaranteed free from tuberculosis is under con¬ 
sideration by the Ministry of Agriculture. 
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(Concluded jrom p. W % ) 


Election of Representatives. 

Prof. Wooldridge moved that Mr. J. W. McIntosh 
should be re-elected as the representative for the Council 
of the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 

Mr. Samson seconded and the motion was carried. 

Mr. Mulvey proposed that the present representative 
for the Council of the National Veterinary Medical As¬ 
sociation be re-elected. 

Prof. Wooldridge moved as an amendment that the 
President and Messrs. J. W. McIntosh, S. H. Slocock 
J. Willett and Professor Macqueen be the represen ta 
tives. 

Mr. Mulvey withdrew his motion and seconded the 
amendment of Prof. Wooldridge. This was put as the 
substantive motion and carried 
unanimously. 

The President replying to a question, said that pro 
vision would be made for the item of “morbid specimens” 
to come on before papers, but that night he would ad 
here to the agenda. 

“ A civilian’s appreciation of the work of theR.A.V.C 
during the past war,” paper read by Major F. Hobday, 
appears at p. 444. 

Capt. Rees-Mogc said the Society was greatly indebt¬ 
ed to Major Hobday for a very interesting paper; and 
they would all congratulate him on looking so well after 
five years strenuous service. He did not think the author 
enlarged quite enough on the duties of the veterinary 
officer up at the front. The duty of the Army Veterin¬ 
ary Service was to lessen the wastage of animals, and 
the chief way to do that was by preventive work at the 
Front. Leaving out wounds from shells and bombs, be 
supposed that by far the largest number of what might 
be termed preventable casualties were due to debility, 
and the usual concomitant of debility—mange. He 

would not like to say how many thousands of horses 
were lost through this cause. The rations were 
sufficient, except at one time, owing to steamers carrying 
rations being destroyed : with that exception the ration 
was sufficient to keep tne horses in good condition, if 
they got it—in many cases they did not get it. Owing to 
had animal management many thousands of horses were 
sent down to the base suffering from debility. Every 
day of his service was spent up at the Front, and it was 
* very difficult task for them to teach animal manage¬ 
ment there. Many of the O.C. of units who were in 
charge of the animals had had nothing to do with ani¬ 
mals in peace times. Veterinary officers at the front, if 
they diet their job properly were preaching animal man¬ 
agement morning, noon, and night; going about giving 
lectures and demonstrations the whole time—in fact 
animal management was the only thing that mattered 
at the front, and if the officer was not a good horse mas¬ 
ter he was absolutely useless. He thought the impor¬ 
tant part of animal management was not sufficiently 
appreciated. At any rate two or three years after the 
*far started a new department was started dealing en¬ 
tirely with animal management. They started first of 
all with a wagon line officer in charge of the artillery, 
and then a horse adviser at Corps Headquarters ; then 
a Major-General was given charge of the whole thing at 
G.B.Q. The necessity for this new Department was 
evidence, that animal management was thought a very 
important thing. Obviously, at the front it was impos- 
uble to treat anything which would take long to recover 


unless they had stationary billets, but then they never 
knew for how long they would be stationary. Of course 
only the simple cases were evacuated to the bases ; their 
orders were never to evacuate anything which was likely 
to take a long time to treat. 

Owing to the ground in France and Belgium being 
heavily manured, if slight sores in the heels were not at¬ 
tended to promptly they got a huge sloughing of the 
heel as big as the palm of one’s hand, whimi sometimes 
went as far as puncturing the joint. This was especially 
prevalent with the hairy heeled horses—the valuable 
Shires. In the early part of the war this was one of the 
most prevalent of the troubles going, not counting debi¬ 
lity. Other serious diseases came on afterwards, and by 
far the worst was what they called specific ophthalmia, 
no one seemed to know much about it, aud he did not 
think anything was found out as to the cause or treat¬ 
ment. He sent specimens to a human eye specialist 
who told him he had made cuttings after freezing the 
eye, and found the ciliary process was the chief part 
which was diseased. The horses get a slight discharge 
and if they had a long single attack or a second attack 
they nearly always went blind, and it was a dreadful 
thing to see hundreds of valuable Shire horses being 
slaughtered owing to blindness. 

It was not always easy up at the front to say if a case 
was mange or not. Where they had horses with long 
coats standing in the mud it was impossible for them to 
be groomed properly. He had often found horses which 
looked clean to be absolutely filthy underneath after 
they were clipped. So what it came to was whether 
they would have horses clipped and free from mange, or 
whether they would clip them and stand the chance of 
losing them—for a great many horses did die from ex¬ 
posure after being clipped. He always advised having 
the head, neck, and withers clipped ; a good bit of the 
withers, right back down about 24 inches each Bide. If 
the horses were clean there they could take it that 95% 
of them were clean all over. When he had his Division 
clipped, about 3000 horses, he found about 45 cases of 
sarcoptic mange, and he would defy anyone to say, when 
they had their coats on, that they were suffering from 
mange. In the winter the horses did not itch, but they 
did in the summer. Owing to finding one case of mangs 
in a battery he had the whole of the horses (flipped and 
discovered 40 out of 160 horses with bad mange which 
must have been going on for several weeks. Up at the 
front, clipping the horses all over was wrong. He did 
not think so during the first year of the war but he 
earned better afterwards. 

Capt. A. L. Wilson said he met Major Hobday in 
France, in 1915. Afterwards Major Hobday came and 
instructed them in the art of administering mallein by 
the intra-dermo-palpebral method, which they used 
afterwards exclusively. Owing to a certain amount of 
trouble with some officers, a veterinary officer was 
appointed in each hospital to carry out the duties 
entirely, and the duty fell to him in his hospital, No. 4. 
He believed he mallemed about 50.000 horses per annum. 
After one got used to it, one could do 250 horses in half 
an hour under favourable conditions, and next day 
diagnose the cases as quickly as one could walk, with no 
difficulty in picking out a reactor at an early period. 
He thought it preferable to the ordinary method, which 
they could use as a check if they wished. Within 48 
hours they could retest with neck mallein, and it was a 
great guide if they had any doubt about the original 
reaction. 

He came in contact with Major Hobday’s hospital 
after he had left it During his last few months in 
France he was in command of the next hospital, and be 
saw Major Hobday’s hospital demolished by Hun 
prisoners. When he left the place was a wilderness, and 
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they were busy taking up the concrete standings Major 
Hobday had put down. In addition to hospital work 
he had the duties of area veterinary officer to carry out. 
For two years he was in charge of the Dunkirk and 
Calais areas, and had to cover an area of about 40 miles 
by 15 miles in a motor car to inspect units. Towards 
the end of the war special area officers relieved them of 
a good deal of the work. 

Capt. Rees-Mogg had spoken of clipping. He had 
had a large experience of mange, and he advised clipping 
horses all over about the end of October or beginning of 
November. After that they should clip the neck and 
head and withers, and round the root of the tail. That 
laid bare the spots at which infection usually commenced. 
If the withers were clipped they would detect mange in 
the early stages in 95 cases out of a hundred. 

As to ophthalmia, they had a special hospital, No. 19, 
at Calais, with about 500 cases. All sorts of things 
were tried, but so far as he knew they did not the slight¬ 
est good. In his original No. 4 hospital they tried many 
things, and found that after the animal was apparently 
cured the disease recurred and the horse ultimately 
became blind. After the Armistice they simply butcher¬ 
ed or sold in France all cases of ophthalmia. The carcases 
fetched a good price, as the French did not mind eating 
them. After the Armistice they carefully examined all 
horses to see that none which were affected came to 
England; and he thought it was a testimonial to the 
work done in France that so little of this disease was 
existent in England, seeing that France was saturated 
with it. 

Mr. A. E. Willett said the first part of his foreign 
service was in a very bad district—Salonika, where with 
8 or 9 men he was perched about 15,000 feet up, with 
four tents, and told to carry on. Being only a detach¬ 
ment of a hospital he could tell them it was a very 
up hill game. His worst experience was with debility, 
and in March, 1917, he passed down 1,800 debilitated 
mules. In one week he had 60 dead in his corps, and 
these had to be disposed of. They blasted a big hole in 
the rock, and dragged the carcases to the hole and left 
them. The vultures and wild dogs quickly stripped the 
carcases, and the skeletons were thrown into the hole. 
It was a horrible thing to see debilitated mules like 
that: no doubt a result of shortness of rations, due to 
enemy action, and heavy work owing to there being too 
few animals for the job with so many sick. From what 
he gathered from Mr. Hobday’s photographs the con¬ 
ditions in France were almost ideal. He was two 
months at Rouen, No. 15 Hospital, which he brought 
from Salonika, and he considered it a palatial show. 
He appreciated fully the words of Capt. Rees-Mogg as 
to the feelings of officers at the Front who were not able 
to treat some of the interesting cases of wounds, etc. 
The conditions under which a man in charge of a unit 
worked were very heart-breaking, for it was hard for 
anyone with experience to settle down to passing animals 
down or shooting them. 

Professor Reynolds said it was quite impossible at 
this meeting to discuss fully the matters Major Hobday 
had introduced. The subject of Debility would alone 
afford a discussion for a whole evening. It was his good 
fortune to serve for two years in a hospital in France, 
and his further good fortune to be posted to surgery. 
This was his particular bent, and therefore he was all 
the more surprised that he was put to it The number 
of quittor cases Major Hobday had mentioned would 
certainly cause surprise to civilian veterinary surgeons. 
They would hardly be able to realise what it meant to 
have 150 quittor cases continually under their care. The 
number ranged from 80 to 150 during the two years he 
was there, and if they considered the amount of work 
this entailed they might wonder how time was found to 
do anything else. In 1916-1917 the number of animals 


in the particular ward he had charge of varied from 500 
to 1,000, and they were all surgical cases. It was only 
by gradually building up the organization of one’s section 
ana training men for different posts that the necessary 
work was able to be got through. Then, sometimes 
when one had got a man well trained for a particular 
job, the O.C. would calmly tell you that he was sending 
that particular man to another ]ob. The second year he 
was in France the hospital was turned into a Reception 
Hospital; and only those who had been in such a 
hospital could appreciate the amount of work and the 
class of cases they were called on to deal with. Later 
on he went to Mesopotamia. In that country the organ¬ 
ization of the R.A.V.C. was the same, more or less, as in 
France, but the greater distances and the less efficient 
means of communication made a difference in the carry¬ 
ing out of the work. There were Veterinary Officers 
with the groups of units at the Front, and the Mobile 
Veterinary Sections were the same. There were three 
hospitals; the biggest at Baghdad, one at Amarah, and 
one at Basrah. All the animals in the Advance area 
came down to the hospital at Baghdad, and when this 
one became overcrowded, animals were transferred to 
other hospitals. The distance between Baghdad and 
Basrah, however, is about 500 miles, so horses were only 
sent there in case of absolute necessity. Animals sent 
down country went in barges by river. Animals 
evacuated to hospitals often had to walk long distances: 
in this event only those capable of walking were sent. 
The chief causes of inefficiency in Mesopotamia were the 
same as in France, and probably the same that are 
always responsible in any campaign—debility and lame¬ 
ness. Speaking from memory he would say that of all 
cases coming into hospital about 30 % were debility 
cases, 30% lame cases, 20 % wounds and injuries, and 
the remainder various. These percentages were about 
the same both for horses and mules. Proportionally 
more mules were used in Mesopotamia, and in addition 
to the large draught mule they had the small transport 
mule. In France one frequently ran up against rough 
customers among the big mules - some were devils ; but 
even so, they could not hold a candle to some of the 
small mules they had to deal with. The Turks had a 
way of holding them. Two or three of them would get 
hold of the mule, and one would endeavour to get hold 
of the end of one of the mule’s ears with his teeth. This 
seemed to have a very sobering effect; more efficient 
than a twitch. He had seen Indians do the same. 
With regard to the various diseases met with :—During 
the two years he was in France he dealt with 1,000 to 
1,500 quittor cases: in Mesopotamia in 12 months he 
operated on six only. In France he used to hope he 
would never see another quittor case as long as he lived, 
but he must say he had the greatest pleasure in operating 
on the six in Mesopotamia. Mange, too, was not so 
prevalent. In the beginning of the campaign it hardly 
existed, but in 1918 there was a little more, owing pro¬ 
bably to infection from captured animals—frequently 
these were badly infected. Glanders, too, was prevalent 
in the country: in the animals captured from the Turkish 
Army, in the native ponies in the towns, and especially 
so among the animals brought down by the refugees 
from the north. By using the same means as those 
employed in France, Glanders was practically non¬ 
existent in the Army animals. Another disease encount¬ 
ered that was not met with in France—at least not until 
the latter part of the War, was Epizootic Lymphangitis. 
This was a disease one had to be ever on the look out 
for, otherwise it would have spread very rapidly. 
Ophthalmia occurred, but he understood it did not make 
its appearance among the Army animals until 1917. In 
1918 something just under one per cent, of the aninmlg 
coming into hospital suffered from the condition. Biliary 
Fever (Piroplaamosis) was common among the hones in 
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slimmer time. This disease was treated by intravenous 
isyeetions of quinine. 

The running of the hospitals there was very little 
different from that found in France. All the animals 
were carefully inspected before admittance. Suspected 
skin cases were sent to the skin ward; cases of con¬ 
tagious or suspected contagious disease were sent to the 
isolation lines; all other cases were kept in the reception 
ward for 48 hours while they underwent the mallein 
test, afterwards they were drafted to the various wards 
of the hospital according to the class of disease from 
which they were suffering. They had European officers 
and non-commissioned officers but all the men were 
Indians. The difference in the food and the cooking of 
it for the various castes among the latter made extra 
work. The disposal of the manure was more strictly 
carried out: all of it had to be burned. In summer 
time this was easy owing to everything being so dry, 
but in winter time, during the rains, it was a very 
difficult matter ; then it haa to be effectively buried. 

The disposal of horses unfit for further service was 
also a difficult matter. After the signing of the 
Armistice, all horses over a certain age cad to be des¬ 
troyed or sold. Owing to the outcry at home about 
Belling animals to the Arabs, all cast animals were 
destroyed, and as there were no horse-butchers in 
Mesopotamia, nor any arrangements for salving the 
carcases, they were skinned and buried. Much of the 
transport was done by bullocks, so they had some cattle 
practice. In addition to the transport bullocks there 
were large dairy herds for supplying milk to the hospitals 
and troops at the different depots. These animals were 
all under veterinary supervision and a look out for 
rinder pest had to be kept, and this had to be controlled 
if it occurred. 

After leaving Mesopotamia he, and four or five other 
Veterinary Officers, were held up in India owing to the 
trouble with Afghanistan, and were sent to the North- 
West Frontier. Although they had thought it was only 
right that they should be held in reserve until it was 
seen whether their services were required, they had felt 
somewhat aggrieved that after serving in Mesopotamia, 
and being on their way home for demobilization, they 
should be sent up to the Frontier to posts which they 
thought men on the Indian Establishment should have 
filled. In his youth he had heard much of the Khyber 
Pass, but he had never dreamed of going there. How¬ 
ever, he had had the good fortune to go the greater part 
of the way through the Pass, and certainly it was a sight 
worth seeing. Tne two most serious diseases he saw on 
the Frontier were foot-and-mouth disease and rinder¬ 
pest. He supposed he was right in saying these diseases 
were the cause of the breakdown of the transport. 

Prof. G. H. Wooldridge said as one of the unfortu¬ 
nates who were not able to go out he was perhaps in a 
better position to appreciate what had been done, both 
by the permanent officers of the R.A.V.C. and the tem¬ 
porary officers—who were civilian veterinary surgeons. 
Members of the profession owed a debt of gratitude to 
those who had given their services and had undoubtedly 
brought the profession into a much better position than 
it was formerly. He had heard from officers of the com¬ 
batant and other non-combatant services most glowing 
eulogies of the work carried out by veterinary officers. 
He agreed that it was impossible to discuss many of the 
points that had been raised at a meeting like that At 
the same time a discussion on some of tne diseases and 
the methods of treating them ought to be brought for¬ 
ward in papers, so that they could be discussed. Some 
of the conditions which they did not meet with in ordi¬ 
nary practice they could learn aOout; whilst as to other 
conditions those who had not served during the war 
conld express some opinions. He had in mind the 
mallein testing which had been referred to. Captain 


Wilson said that the so-called intradermo-palpebrel test 
was second to none, both for accuracy and expedition 
but he rather qualified that by adding in his next sen¬ 
tence that it could be checked afterwards by the neck 
test. That conveyed to his mind that Mr. Wilson 
thought fallacies might arise which could be checked by 
the old method, and that in his innermost mind he 
thought the older was the safer and sounder method. 
That was the thing they wanted to get hold of. He had 
not had a great experience of the new test, but from 
what had been published he gathered that it was cer¬ 
tainly the most expeditious, but was probably subject to 
a larger margin of error than the old method. A discus¬ 
sion of this would be very valuable ; and the same re¬ 
mark applied to other diseases, such as mange. He be¬ 
lieved that during the war methods of treatment of 
this disease were changed very frequently, and conse¬ 
quently much might be said on the subject of their re¬ 
spective values. Major Hobday had referred to the 
topsp turvy state of affairs by which he found himself 
under the command of an old pupil, but he thought it 
was a matter for congratulation for anyone to find that 
one whom he had been instrumental in teaching had 
goae ahead. One of the few sources of satisfaction 
which the war had brought him was that so many of the 
officers for whose training he had been in part responsi¬ 
ble, had done such good solid work. 

The President said he entirely agreed with the last 
speaker as to the importance of having the experiences 
of the war discussed. It was a pity so little had been 
published. When one comprred the free flow in the 
medical press with the little which had appeared in the 
veterinary press one could only feel regret. He thought 
the editors of their periodicals should be stimulated to 
get those who had experience to write about it. 

Major Hobday said he had not had much time to 
prepare a paper, as he was asked to fill a gap, and he had 
considered several headings, two of which dealt with 
specialised subjects, but had eventually decided upon the 
one brought forward this evening. He agreed with what 
the President said as to the very few matters which had 
been brought forward since the war ended, and some of 
them were of vital importance. Unless this was attend¬ 
ed to at once much valuable information would be lost. 
The “pukka” army men were a little modest in coming 
forward, and the younger men would be diffident unless 
led by some of the older men. Speaking as a civilian he 
did appreciate the way the R.A.V.C. did its work. 
When they saw the well groomed army officer they might 
imagine that he did not have the rough and tumble 
which they experienced in civil life, but in the past five 
years the army man had shown that with the loyal help 
of his civilian confreres he was able to organise a big 
show and make it run so well that the R.A. V.C. had cer¬ 
tainly received as much praise as any other branch of 
the service. He would like on some future occasion to 
hear the intra-dermo-palpebral test discussed, for he was 
a warm advocate of it. He thought Professor Woold¬ 
ridge misunderstood the remark of Mr. Wilson. By the 
test one got the re-action in one eye, and had the option 
of doing the other eye the next day if confirmation was 
required, or if they liked they could do the neck test. 
There were two reasons for doing the neck test if con¬ 
firmation was wanted, one was that another kind of 
mallein was used, and the second was that the injection 
was given in a place and in a manner with which at that 
time they were more familiar. It was because of the 
opportunity to use it upon tens of thousands of cases 
that the new method jumped into favour—it was the 
rapidity with which the thing could be done; thousands 
could be inspected per day without fatigue, and that 
could not be done by the neck method. The long coats 
of the horses, and the dark, short days, made the neck test 
very troublesome; in addition, the animal was generally 
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sore, and when there were a number of horses paraded 
together and the inspecting officer went to touch the 
neck of one it would sometimes run back, and upset the 
whole line. Another disadvantage was that if the unit 
had to march suddenly the next morning the neck might 
be sore for the bridle rein. Further, if by chance they 
missed the swollen eye, the man who roae or drove the 
horse could not possibly miss it, so there was a double 
safeguard over the neck method, and where there was a 
large number of horses those who had used the new 
method would prefer it to the old one. Major Rees-Mogg 
had referred to specific ophthalmia, and thank God they 
had not got it here. In France and Italy they only got 
it in certain districts, it was the disease they, were most 
afraid of, and the province his hospital was in was one 
of the worst infected. The French thought it of rheu- 
atic origin, and the Italians put it down as a forage 
borne disease, but none could prove the theory. As 
Major Turner said, when once tney got it in a horse it 
usually meant that it would eventually be marked for 
the butcher. Some thought it was a fly which carried it 
from horse to horse. 

The question of clipping was one which exercised their 
minds very much. In Italy they got over the mange 
question splendidly by having a Commander-in-Chief 
who thoroughly believed in clipping ; and they had the 
number of mangy horses down to 35 when they had to 
do the final disposal. The Veterinary Service could 
claim to have done wonders with Glanders and mange. 
The question of the disposal of horses had been brought 
up and that was another service they could plume them¬ 
selves on. The work of disposal—abattoir, sale, and des¬ 
truction rested with the R.A.V.C. and they saved the 
taxpayer hundreds of thousands of pounds by proper 
disposal. In Italy his average price for a cart horse of 
the Shire tpye was £75 live weight, for the butcher. 
The most made was £84 ; and the average £75. All 
were useless for further work in the army. In the town 
in which he was situated there were three horse butchers 
bitterly opposed to one another and they offered one 
against another. The mules averaged about £40, the 
butchers objected because they said he put the animals 
on the scale after feeding and watering them, and one 
man who bought alive at so much per kilo grumbled be¬ 
cause the animal he bought had 42 kilos of sand in it 
(laughter). 

Professor Wooldridge proposed a hearty vote of 
thanks to the Author, and this was carried. 

The President called attention to the fact that the 
second reading of the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act Amend¬ 
ment Bill was down for that night, and pointed out the 
numerous misleading and untrue statements being made 
by the opponents of the Bill. He urged all present to 
use the influence they possessed with members of Parlia¬ 
ment to get the Bill through. 

Hugh A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 


YORKSHIRE DIVISION. 

A meeting of the Yorkshire Veterinary Medical Soci¬ 
ety was held at the Hotel Metropole, Leeds, on Friday 
January 30th. President, Mr. S E. Sampson, Sheffield, 
in the chair. 

Mr. Clarkson, Hon. Sec. read the minutes of the pre¬ 
vious meeting, which were passed as read. 

Letters apologising for non attendance were read from 
Messrs. J. McKinns, President R.C.V.S., J. Abson, F. 
W. Garnett, W. P. Weston, R. Hayes and G. H. Pollock. 
Also a telegram from Capt. Oxspring, r. a. v.c, regretting 
his inability to attend. 

Communication from Royal Sanitary Institute was 
read suggesting that two delegates be sent to Congress 
at Birmingham on July 19th to 24th, 1920. Last year 


the Society did not send a delegate. The Council sug¬ 
gested that two delegates be sent this year, viz. Messrs. 
Sampson, Sheffield, and Clarkson, Garfortb, and that an 
allowance of £2 2s. each be made in addition to the 
necessary subscription to the Institute. 

Mr. Bowes proposed that two delegates be sent. 

Mr. Dixon seconded, but said that allowance of two 
guineas, as proposed wa9 insufficient. It was difficult to 
get members to attend Preventive Medicine sections. 
He hoped that the members would attend this Confer¬ 
ence and take their part amongst medical men, as be was 
sure that the up-to-date veterinary Burgeon could add 
considerably to the general store of knowledge. (The 
action of Council was confirmed). 

Nomination and Elections. 

Mr. Crawford, Leeds, proposed Mr. Gentle, Otley. 
Mr. Bowman proposed and Mr. Pollard seconded elec¬ 
tion of Mr. Good, Scarborough, and Mr. Scott, Ponte¬ 
fract. (Carried unanimously). 

Re Election of Council, R.C.V.S. 

Mr. Crawford proposed that Society, unite with Lan¬ 
cashire and Eastern Counties Associations. Mr. Whar- 
am seconded. 

Mr. G. Bowes proposed that Yorks. V.M.S. give whole 
hearted support to Mr. Clarkson as official candidate. 
Mr. Sampson seconded (Carried). 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 

By Mr. S. E. Sampson, Sheffield. 

Gentlemen,—I must thank you for the honour you 
have again done me in asking me to be your President 
for the fourth year in succession, but while appreciating 
to the full your wishes, 1 must candidly state that I 
think your choice is not a wise one. It is not expedient 
that one man should remain President for such a length 
of time It bars the way for men who ought to occupy 
the chair as their turn comes along, and also it prevents 
us from hearing the views of different men when occu¬ 
pying the position. We have other speakers to follow 
to-day, and I shall only refer briefly to one or two mat¬ 
ters before tha profession at the moment. 

To my mind the matter arising out of last meeting of 
Council R.C.V.S. stands out prominently for discussion 
by ns. I refer to the grading of milk. The inference 
that one might fairly draw from the report of the pro¬ 
ceedings is that the authorities consider private practi¬ 
tioners quite unfit to test cattle for Tuberculosis, because, 
as one or two speakers inferred, slight irregularities, 
probably only in a very small number of cases, had oc¬ 
curred. Surely in all fairness to the parties concerned 
such actions should have been brought to light and the 
offenders duly dealt with by our Council, who have plen¬ 
ty of powers to deal with such matters. 

In the testing of cattle and the alleged irregularities, 
who is to blame *1 Is the veterinary surgeon or are the 
authorities the guilty party ? There may be, as in all 
other professions, a few black sheep among us. For 
them I have no excuse. As to the others, are they not 
subject at times to actions by the owners of the animals 
in giving tuberculin before the period of testing and so 
causing a faulty test 1 

Taking the authorities, have they not had it pointed 
out to them innumerable times that tuberculin ought to 
be strictly under their control, and only allowed to duly 
qualified veterinary surgeons, with the necessary returns 
to follow. This they have not done and I consider that 
the authorities are more to blame than the private prac¬ 
titioner who may, as I have already said, get a faulty 
test due to conditions over which he has no control, and 
it is to be greatly regretted that such a statement re¬ 
garding private practitioners should have reached the 
ears of the Ministry of Health. 
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A question we might consider is part-time versos full¬ 
time Inspectors under the Ministry of Agriculture. 
This is a very debatable problem, and naturally those 
holding appointments will not care to lose them. And 
here, again, there may be some part-time men who have 
not played the game with regard to their neighbour’s 
clients, but on the whole I think the majority have car¬ 
ried out their duties in a strictly loyal manner to their 
neighbours, and have not tried to use their position to 
get new clients. I am strongly of opinion tnat in the 
matter of a client choosing his veterinary adviser the bias 
goes heavily against the veterinary surgeon who is not 
an inspector under the authorities. From this point of 
view whole-time inspectors would be infinitely prefer¬ 
able to our present system of inspection. 

Judging from the number of students now at, and 
joining the colleges, one wonders what is going to be 
done to find them employment when qualified. We are 
told that we want some four hundred men to fill up the 
vacancies, but either from lack of knowledge of the sub¬ 
ject, or some other cause, I cannot see where all these 
men are going to get a living, considering the numbers 
of horses which are being replaced by motor traction. 

The finances of our College have been well supported 
during the critical times we have passed through, and 
now with all these students at College, they should be 
sailing through smoother waters. I notice Mr. Mulvey 
did not give us any figures at the last Council meeting 
with regard to the amount of money the examination 
fees of these students would come to, or what they were 
going to do with the money when received and whether 
it is still necessary for us to continue our voluntary ef¬ 
forts or not. Perhaps some of our councillors will be 
able to enlighten us on this matter. 

A great many of our roads are in a most deplorable 
state for horse traffic, a fact which a good many of us 
are apt to forget especially when travelling in a car. We 
must not lose sight of the fact that every horse driven off 
the road in consequence of the slippery surface thereof 
means less work for some of us. I think we can and 
ought to back up all efforts to remedy the evil by never 
missing a chance to put the matter fairly before our 
local Councils and Surveyors. Recently a deputation 
was sent to the Council at Sheffield with regard to the 
state of the roads. The visit resulted in good being 
done, and the Council altered roads for the better where- 
ever they could. 

Thanking you for your kind attention, T will ask you 
to join in discussion in order that we may exchange 
views. 

(To be concluded.) 


R.C.V.S. WAR MEMORIAL. 

The Secretary begs to acknowledge the receipt of the 
following donations, or promises of donations 


Appleton, A. F., Col. £110 

Bloye, P. W. 110 

Forsyth, A. B. 2 2 0 

Gofton, A. 2 2 0 

Harvey, F. T. 3 3 0 

Heath, F. E. 2 2 0 

Holmes, R. P. 2 0 0 

Priston. W. H. 2 2 0 

Reynard, J. N. 5 0 0 

Reeks, H. C. 5 5 0 

' Rider, J. W. 110 

Roots. W. 5 5 0 

Sheatner, C. H. 10 10 0 

Weston, W. P. 110 


Previously reported 405 1 0 
£448 16 0 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1920. In each case the amount is 
£l Is., except where otherwise indicated. 


Cockburn, R., Nottingham 
Edmondson, W., 

Harrogate 

Fewings, A. B., Ashford 
Finch, T. A. McC., 

Rathfriland 
Harvey, F. T., St. Columb. 

Cornwall 

Hicks, T., Sleaford, 

1919, 1920 £2 2s. 
Raymond, R. W., Lt.-Col. 


Roots, W., London, S.E. 1. 
Taylor, J., Cathkin-by- 
Rutherglen 
Taylor, J. F., Catbkin-by- 
Rutherglen 

Weston, W. P., York 
Amt, Mar. 17 £693 12 5 


£706 4 5 
Mar. - 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extracts from London GautU 
Rkoular Forges. Royal Arhy Veterinary Corps 
War Ornoi, Whitehall, Mar. 22. 

The King has been pleasad to confer the Territorial 
Decoration upon the follg. offrs. who have been duly re 
commended for the same under the terms of the Royal 
Warrant dated Aug. 17,1908, as modified by the Royal 
Warrant dated Nov. 11,1918:— 

Maj. W. Logan, o.b.e., attd. Lovat Scouts 

Mar. 19. 

The following temp. Capts. relinquish their commns. on 
completion of service, and retain the rank of Capt.:— 
H. R. Allen (Feb. 10); J. J. M. Barry (Feb. 13); E. 
V. Hobbs (Dec. 28, 1919); J. Ker (Nov. 7, 1919) ; B. 
B. Loel (Feb. 10); W. S. Petrie (Oct. 22, 1919); J. A. 
Power (Oct. 17,1919) ; D. H. Wood (Feb. 5). 

Mar. 23. 

General Reserve op Officers. 

Maj. A. England (late actg. Lt.-Col.) to be Lt-Col. (Jan 
15,1919). 


VETERINARY SURGEONS AND MILK 
EXAMINATION. 

To the Editor of The Veterinary Jlecotxl. 

Sir,—With the general remarks in your foot-note to 
my letter on this subject everyone will agree, but they 
have little application to the point at issue. The report 
in question stated that the demonstration was given in 
u the method of finding tubercle in milk.” That, one 
would naturally conclude was the ordinary method gen¬ 
erally adopted. If any novelty was introduced, it has. 
not been recorded. The point is that it is a mistake for 
veterinary surgeons—who should themselves be recog¬ 
nised as authorities on the subject—to attend demonstra¬ 
tions of this class by medical officers. Such action is 
not collaboration. Unfortunately it leaves itself open to 
a very different interpretation. As to how the average 
medical man is likely to interpret it, kindly allow me to 
quote from your editorial columns (vol. 18, No. 887). 
There your distinguished predecessor stated : fi We have* 
all friends in the ‘sister profession’ whom we admire and 
who treat us as friends. But when it comes to business 
—especially such business as brings the Medical and 
Veterinary professions into the closest contact—we are 
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invariably treated with distrust, and our aspirations ob¬ 
structed.” M In hardly a single case has it been known 
that a Jd.QH. has assisted the appointment of a veteri¬ 
nary surgeon—unless he can have the office made sub¬ 
servient to his direction.” “ We never knew a M.O.H. 
who failed to disparage veterinary work in his district.” 
Apparently the editorial outlook has undergone some 
change since these words were written, but unfortunate¬ 
ly the conditions which prompted them remain unal- 
tered.-^T am, Sir, yours truly, 

“ Progress.” 

[Our correspondent appears to suggest that the veteri¬ 
nary profession has gained nothing in public estimation 
since 1905. In that we do not concur. Possibly our cor¬ 
respondent has some unhappy experience : but we hold 
that conditions have improved—there is evidence in 
several directions, e.g. the Newcastle Congress of last 
ear; and that the present levelling un will not be helped 
y fomenting a spirit of antagonism.] 


^he University of Liverpool. 

EXAMINATION LISTS, MARCH, 1920 


hMi/) y Faculty ok Medicine 

•Degree of B. V.Sc., Second Examination. 

Part I: Hargreaves, C., Hewetson, H. R., Manley, F. 
H„; Vety. Anat ., Matthews, H. T., Vety. Anat. 

Thi\ub}fi t in italics after a candidate’s name indicates distinction. 

Part IT: Hargreaves,C., Manley, F.H., Matthews,H.T. 


Diploma in Veterinary Hygiene. 

Armstrong, W. E., Hindmarsh, W. L., Hughes, H.V- 
Jackson, S. T., Williams, J. L. 

Edward Carey, Registrar. 

Among the successful candidates at the Final Examin¬ 
ation for the Degrees of M.B.Ch.B. was Mary S. Share 
Jones, LL.B.,B.A. 

Public Health Laboratory, 

York Place, Manchester. 

The following gentlemen have obtained the Diploma 
in Veterinary State Medicine of the University of 
Manchester Macgregor, W. A., Sewell, E. J. B. 

Sheridan Delkpink. 


Foot-and-Mouth Disease. 

An authoritative announcement by the Ministry of 
Agriculture states that:—“ Only two small areas covering 
a few square miles at Bicester, Oxon, and Wendover, 
Bucks, remain scheduled as prohibited districts. There 
are no cases at either place, but as the disease has disap¬ 
peared only recently in these districts, precautions are 
still in force, and will remain so until re-stocking can 
safely be effected. 

Some misapprehension as to the facts would appear to 
exist, and it nas even been reported in Scotland and the 
English border counties that the disease was spreading 
and getting beyond control. It is hoped that the state 
ment now made will dispel these illusions, and remove 
the fears of the Scottish pedigree stock breeders.” 
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Clinical Study. 

The late Prof. Axe once remarked, in private con¬ 
versation, that a veterinary sooiety might do some 
good by “ seriously taking up one thing.” His sug¬ 
gested procedure was somewhat as follows. First, 
a comprehensive paper and discussion upon a given 
subject should focus the minds of members upon its 
debateable points. Then, for a year or more, the 
members should study the subject as carefully as 
possible in their own practices; in the meantime 
reporting cases to the society as they ooourred, and 
showing specimens whenever practicable. At the 
end of the period, another general discussion, per¬ 
haps introduced by a paper, should review the ac¬ 
cumulated experience, and attempt to assess the re¬ 
sults. In theory, this seems an excellent idea for 
organising systematic co-operative clinical study. 

Its weak point in practice, as its author recog¬ 
nised, would be the difficulty of inducing a sufficient 
number of members to take a genuine working in¬ 
terest in the undertaking. This difficulty might 
perhaps be less serious now than it would have 
been in those days : and it seems worth the while 
of the societies to consider the possibility of work¬ 
ing upon suitable subjects along these lines. 

An excellent subject for the purpose is provided 
by Mr. F. T. Harvey’s paper on “ Alveolar disease ” 
just presented to the Central Sooiety. Any society, 
especially one possessing a good membership of 
country practitioners, might take this question up 
on the line of Prof. Axe’s suggestion, and the paper 
certainly shows it to be one well worthy of investi¬ 
gation. Its claims to notice are the undoubted fact 
that comparatively little has been written upon the 
subject, and the strong evidence which Mr. Harvey 
adduces to support his belief tbat the disease is 
more important than is generally supposed. The 
first thing necessary here is the collection of abun¬ 
dant evidence; and one man’s practice, however 
extensive, will not yield sufficient. The next is that 
the evidenoe shall be sifted and judged by a good 
number of observers who take more than a casual 
interest in the subject, and preferably including a 
few of sceptical inclinations. Both these ends 
might be better attained by systematic enquiry un¬ 
der the auspices of a society than by the efforts of 
isolated workers. 

Of Mr. Harvey’s work it can be said that, in a 
deeply interesting paper, he has produced some 
striking evidence of pathological conditions the caus¬ 
ation of which appears hitherto to have passed un¬ 
recognised. The establishment of his main conclu¬ 
sion would mean an increase of dental surgery in 
our practice, with a view to prevention. The den¬ 
tistry of the larger animals has never been a strong 
point of the average English practitioner. 


SOME POINTS IN THE NATURAL HISTORY 
OF ALVEOLAR, OR PERIODONTAL DISEASE, 
IN THE HORSE, OX, AND SHEEP* 

By F. T. Ha-bvky, f.r.c.v.8., St. Columb. 

( Concluded from p. JfhG.) 

“ The Tooth's dark cottage, eroded and decayed 

Lets in new germs through chinks that time hath made." 

Waller. 

(V. VI. VII.; Specimens ft*om cases of malignant 
cedema involving the head. Particulars of these 
cases were given in The Vetei'inary Record for January 
20th 1918 

Specimen V. The mandible only is shown. This 
specimen is many years old, and it is interesting to me 
as being the original case in which I first associated 
disease of the alveoli with acute infective disease of the 
head generally. The left second pre-molar has disap¬ 
peared. The disease started in the alveolar membrane 
of the absent tooth. The colt, three years old, was dead 
on my arrival at the farm. The tongue and parts were 
gangrenous. It will be seen that marked erosion of the 
alveolar wall has taken place especially towards the deep¬ 
er parts, where it is so tnin as to transmit light, and the 
alveolar process has disappeared in part, the cavity be¬ 
ing common with the next tooth. There is some thick¬ 
ening of the lower border of the bone under the second 
and third molars and a commencing periostitis, but on 
the whole there is little to suggest a killing disease of 
the jaw. 

Specimen VI. is the bead of a Shire colt, three years 
old. The animal had been lame on and off for a year 
and the cause (lameness) associated with the left pastern, 
but not definitely so. Death occurred under twenty 
hours after the animal was first seen to be wrong. 
Tongue not involved, but the head was enormously 
swollen. On postmortem it was at once seen that the 
first upper right pre-molar was loose, and lying in a 
mass of brokendown-dead tissue. The alveolar wall has 
entirely disappeared at certain points, and the tooth 
has been lost. The alveolar cavity communicates with 
the nasal chamber. 

Apart from the fact that the animal died as a result 
of an acute infection of an alveolus, the specimen is 
otherwise interesting. All the alveoli of the pre- molars 
of the maxilla fboth sides) indicate the existence of old- 
standing perioaontal disease. There are pockets, nodes, 
and general thickening of bone, and at other points 
erosion. There is also evidence of a similar disease 
process going on in the lower jaw. The case, in my view, 
clearly indicates the secondary character of malignant 
oedema as usually found affecting the head of young 
horses There is always an early erosion of a tooth 
socket. Up to the time the head was discovered swollen, 
a few hours before death, there had been no suspicion of 
anything being wrong with the teeth. This will be Been 
to be a constant feature of fatal alveolar disease in 


* Presented at the meeting of the Central Vety. Society, 
London, on Thursday, April 1st. 
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equines, and it side-tracks, so to speak, the real etiologi¬ 
cal factors. 

It explains why the importance of the disease in colts 
has been so long unrecognised. 

Specimen VII. This, a hackney colt, three years old 
died a few hoars after tne head was first seen to be swel¬ 
ling. The second right upper pre-molar appeared to be 
the starting point of the acute infection. The wall of 
the alveolus nas at points quite disappeared, its cavity 
being common with the nasal passage, and also with that 
of the third tooth. As with tne preceding case, there is 
evidence of old disease of the alveoli generally in the 
form of nodes, pockets or holes, and swelling. There 
are also splints or nodes on the mandible under the third 
tooth on each side. There was no history of any previous 
disability. 

Specimens VIII. and IX. Heads of two two years 
old companion colts. Kept under similar conditions, 
one died (February 27th, 1919) from so-called idiopathic 
tetanus, and the other four weeks later from malignant 
oedema. 

It is remarkable that two colts of the same age run¬ 
ning together should be killed by anaerobes within a 
month of each other. The conditions under which they 
were living were not good. The pasture was much cut 
up and very bwe. In grazing the alveolar margins 
around the incisors would be continually in contact 
with earth, so that conditions were always present 
favourable to the starting of an infection in the tissues. 
The animals were allowed straw chaff and some com, 
but their condition was generally on the downward grade. 

Tetanus in colts having no history of any injury what¬ 
ever is somewhat common, and I think it highly probable 
that in some instances at least the alveolar patn is the 
one taken by the organism in gaining the tissues. It 
was with the view of obtaining some evidence on this 
point that the head of the tetanus case was obtained. 
Alveolar disease was certainly present. 

In the Becond colt the nostrils and upper lip were first 
noticed to be swollen and the cellulitis gradually reached 
the throat. The stench was very marked. The animal 
lingered three days ! In the post-mortem all the pre¬ 
molars were firm in their sockets, but the alveolar of one, 
at least, of the incisor teeth was necrotic, and the sur¬ 
rounding periosteum covering the premaxilla under-run, 
and a portion of the bone necrosed. 

The two heads have much in common. The smaller 
one (No. VIII) is from the tetanus case; holes are pre¬ 
sent and facial nodes are marked. A rarefying osteitis 
existed in connection with the alveoli of the upper inci¬ 
sors. The animal would seem to have been a very likely 
subject to suffer from malignant oedema had it escaped 
destruction at the hands of the tetanus organism. 

In the next head (No. IX) there is little to suggest a 
killing infection starting in an alveolus of an incisor 
tooth. The necrosis of bone appears very limited. The 
condition of the molars is most interesting. Facial nodes 
are very pronounced over the roots of the two pre-molars 
on either side and a rarefying osteitis was present at the 
gum margin of all these teeth. In addition, considerable 
erosion or destruction of the bony layer had taken place 
between the third temporary and first permanent molars, 
especially on the left side. Here we have the alveolar 
wall of the first permanent tooth to be erupted already 
diseased, and that within a year of its appearance in the 
mouth. Is it not probable that an extension of infection 
from the pre-molar|alveoli, to that of the permanent ones 
is likely ? and that the frequency of disease in the alveo¬ 
lus of the fourth tooth in the row, in old horses, is thus 
explained by direct infection rather than by regarding it 
as due to pressure, the result of the position in the cen¬ 
tre of the fan-like arrangement of the teeth, as suggested 
by Gunther 1 


(X) . Alveolar nodes, pain, choreiform movements, 
convulsions, death. The head is that of a colt about 
two years and six months old. It was in very fair con¬ 
dition, and nothing had ever been seen amiss previously. 
Noticed to be in pain, I was sent for. The conclusion 
at first arrived at was that it was a case of sub-acute 
impaction, but the temperature was 103° F. and the pulse 
ana respirations disturted. Tremors involving the mus¬ 
cles of the arms and quarters were present, and there 
was some lack of control over the movements generally. 
Stringhalt progression. Sometimes rising easily, at 
other times getting up with difficulty. Having no ap¬ 
petite she would drink water, but was very nervous and 
easily upset. The bowels and kidneys were fairly regu¬ 
lar, but the symptoms gradually progressed. Unable to 
rise, and in a state of continual convulsion she died on 
the fourth day of the illness. 

The case was unusual and difficult to place, provision¬ 
ally I regarded it as an infection of undetermined origin 
involving the cerebro-spinal nervous system. During 
life it was noticed that alveolar nodes were present, and 
the whole region of the face seemed very sensitive The 
mouth appeared normal. A general post-mortem could 
not be arranged, but the head was obtained. The con¬ 
dition shows how very unfortunate it was that the internal 
organs were not inspected. I am inclined to think that 
dental irritation was an important etiological factor in 
the evolution of the illness. Cases of this type are not 
very rare amongst young horses, and they constitute 
clinical mysteries. Undiagnosed, uncured, uninvestig&t- 
ed, we get no further forward with them, and they 
remain unexplained. 

In the fresh specimen the markedly congested condition 
of the maxillary region was notable. The periodontal 
membrane of all six premolars affords evidence of disease 
or abnormal development, especially towards the depths 
of the sockets. Nodes are marked. Special attention 
may be directed to the first and second premolars. The 
mandible also affords evidence of dental trouble, so-called 
halter splints being present. Inspection of the mouth 
in this case afforded one very little information as to the 
actual state of the alveoli, but I am inclined to think 
that it would have been good practice to have removed 
all the first and second temporary molars early in the 
illness, having in view the tenderness and swelling of the 
maxillary region, and the generally indefinite nature of 
the malady. 

(XI) General (Edema and Inanition. February 1918. 
Head of a colt rising two years old. The symptoms were 
of quite an opposite type to those shown m case X. 
Here a general condition of anasarca obtained, and the 
animal died of inanition. Originally suspected to carry 
S. Tetracanthus, not a single parasite of any kind was 
ever seen to be passed during the illness. The animal 
took plenty of food of good quality but continued to 
waste. 

The examination of the mouth after death showed ex¬ 
tensive disease of the gum margin of nearly all the molars. 
Pockets and inter-dental spaces tilled with food, were 
present, and there was erosion of bone. In the dried 
specimen nodes are present, and considerable change has 
taken place in the walls of the alveoli of first and second 
premolars. 

To what extent the condition of the teeth in this case 
was responsible for the general wasting it is impossible 
to say. In a wasting disease affecting a colt we are too 
apt, on finding parasites present in the faeces, to make a 
definite diagnosis of “worms” and extend our clinical in¬ 
vestigations no further. 

(XII) General Wasting and Inanition. This colt 
had been slightly lame some months earlier, and had got 
into low condition. For two months before I saw him, 
his diet had been liberal and his appetite good. He was 
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ation on a case of Qaittor by excising the whole of the 
lateral cartilage from below the coronary band and after¬ 
wards read a paper describing the operation. In the 
limited space, tne horse was first placed in slings, and 
after the hobbles were applied he was gently let down to 
the ground, and the slings removed. Chloroform Anes¬ 
thesia was obtained by the use of a new type of Chloro¬ 
form muzzle designed by Professor Reynolds on the 
principle of the gas mask, which permitted inhalation 
only through the sponge and Chloroform and exhalation 
through other valve like openings; thus effecting a con¬ 
siderable economy of the anaesthetic, and allowing a 
plentiful supply of air in the mixture inhaled. The horse, 
a big cart horse, was a little slow in going under, but he 
was very effectively anaesthetised throughout the oper¬ 
ation, on a total of twenty-two drachms of Chloroform. 

During the operation^ Professor Woodridge pointed 
out the position of portions of green necrotic cartilage 
lying low down along the edge of the pedal bone on the 
deep face of the lateral cartilage, just over the capsular 
ligament of the coffin joint, and it was generally agreed 
that that portion would have been seen and removed 
with great difficulty—if at all, if the operation had been 
carried out from above the coronary band. 

Mr. H. L. Roberts, of Ipswich, was elected a member 
of the Society on the motion of the President 

The following gentlemen were nominated for member¬ 
ship : Messrs. Harold Leach, Newmarket; Walter Wort- 
ley. Bungay: Hamilton, Letheringsett; and Major 
Faithfull, Suabury. 

The Hon. Treasurer,'Mr. Standley, presented the Ayes 
which showed, Income £26 4 6 ; Expenditure, including 
donation of £10 10 0 to V.V.B.Fund, £27 11 6; Balance 
at Bank £30 11 8. 

The balance sheet was passed, on the motion of Mr. H. 
V. Low, seconded by Mr. Margarson. 

Election of Officers. 

President. The President moved that Mr. Bray of 
Docking be President for the ensuing year. Mr. Standley 
seconded, and it was carried. 

Mr. Bray accepted the position and said he under¬ 
stood most of the work was done by the Secretary 
(laughter). 

Vice-Presidents . Mr. J. Barr, Mr. J. J. Scott, and 
Mr. J. Hammond were elected on the motion of Mr. 
Standley, seconded by the Chairman. 

Committee. Messrs. Low, Barcham, Gooch, A. Holt, 
Junr., and J. Thurston were elected. 

Auditors. Mr. Barcham and Mr. H. Buckingham, 
were re-elected, on the motion of the Chairman, seconded 
by Mr. Low. 

Mr. Standley said that last year the Society gave ten 
guineas to the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund be¬ 
cause during the war they had given no subscriptions. 
Now he thought they should limit their subscriptions to 
five guineas and also gave five guineas to the Royal 
Agricultural Benevolent Fund. He moved accordingly. 

Mr. Turner moved that ten guineas be given to the 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund and nothing to the 
other. 

Mr. Thurston seconded the amendment. 

Mr. Roberts seconded Mr. Standby’s motion and said 
that farmers had been the mainstay of veterinary surgeons. 

Mr. Turner’s amendment was rejected, only two voting 
for it; and Mr. Standley’s motion was carried. 

Mr. Turner still thought the Victoria Fund should 
have ten guineas, but Mr. Standley said the funds of 
the Society would not allow of it; and he also pointed 
out that the matter had been closed by the voting. 

Prof. Wooldridge said the Society had to elect a re¬ 
presentative on the Council of the Victoria Fund. There 
was an enormous amount of work for the Council to do 
in enquiring into deserving cases, and if members only 
knew the ins and the outs of the matter they would be 


more than delighted with the wav the work was carried 
out. Whatever they gave, whether as a Society or as 
members, was money very well spent. At the present 
moment the Fund was fairly well off, having recently re¬ 
ceived a benefaction from the executors of the late Dr. 
Clement Stephenson. This has enabled the Fund to in¬ 
crease the grants, which hitherto did not exceed 10/- a 
week to even the most necessitous cases, because the Fund 
could not afford more. The Fund had helped in the 
education of children, and had maintained some of them 
while they were being educated. He also gave an instance 
of a boy who had been helped to get in the Mercantile 
Marine. 

Mr. Standley was elected the Society’s representative 
on the Council of the Fund. 

Mr. Standley read the following resolution from the 
Lancashire Veterinary Medical Association :— 

“ Election of Council R.C.V.S. 

Mr. G. H. Locke be nominated as the candidate for the 
Lancashire Veterinary Medical Association at the forth¬ 
coming election and that the Yorkshire and Eastern 
Counties Association be asked to give him their support 
and that this Association support their candidate as on 
previous occasions.” 

The Chairman said the Eastern Counties Society was 
not running a candidate. 

Mr. Thurston said it was a standing disgrace to the 
Society that they had no one to take the place of the late 
Mr. Shipley, whose loss had been very much felt 

Mr. Roberts thought the Society ought to be able to 
give their support to a local man so as to have a spokes¬ 
man at Red Lion Square. Perhaps they could support 
the candidature of Major Faithfull. They could not 
adopt him as a Society because he was not yet a member, 
but they might vote for him as individuals. If they did 
not have a part-time veterinary inspector on the Council 
they would find themselves in the cold in the future. 
He understood Major Faithfull was likely to be a part- 
time veterinary inspector for Suffolk, and he would be an 
ideal man to represent them. 

Major Faithfull said that in his election address he 
made rather a lot of the fact that he thought part-time 
veterinary inspectors should retain their work under any 
scheme that might be brought forward and that admini¬ 
strative work only Bhould be attempted by the whole 
time men for the County. He also supported the College 
in their action in making it disgaceful conduct to retain 
the services of unqualified assistants ; and on education 
he expressed the opinion that it was not advisable at the 
present time to extend in any way the four years now 
spent in order to secure the Diploma. He would be very 
glad of support. He was not standing for his own benefit, 
but simply because there seemed to be very little repre¬ 
sentation of the Country practitioner on the Council and 
he was a Country practitioner because he liked the work. 

Mr. Standley thought they all ought to vote for 
Major Faithfull, but the Society as a Society could not 
run him—at any rate not in connection with Mr. Locke— 
because he was not a member. He moved that the 
Society run no candidate this time but pledge themselves 
to support Mr. Locke. Mr. Roberts seconded the motion. 
(Carried) 

Mr. Standley read the circular letter from the Royal 
Sanitary Institute, concerning delegation to the Congress 
at Birmingham in Jnly. He moved that a Delegate be 
sent and a subscription of one guinea. Mr. Buckingham 
seconded the motion. (Carried) 

On the motion of the Chairman, seconded by Mr. Bray, 
Mr. Roberts was appointed Delegate to the Congress. 

# Mr. Standley read a letter from the Central Associa¬ 
tion (Ireland) drawing attention to resolutions passed at 
the recent annual meeting of the Association and asking 
for support. 
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It was decided on the motion of Mr. Low, seconded by 
Mr. Barcham, to defer dealing with the matter till 
further information was received. 

Mr. Low read the following letters from Mr. H. C. 
Davies, Deputy Clerk to the Norfolk County Council 

County of Norfolk. 

Dear Mr. Low,—I believe you are Secretary of the 
Local Association of Veterinary Inspectors 1 

The Committee were discussing last week the advisa¬ 
bility of making the above disease notifiable, but before 
approaching the Board of Agriculture they would like 
tne views of the local Association, first as to whether it 
is desirable that the disease should be notifiable ; and 
secondly the nature of the administrative action which 
you think should be taken if the disease is made the 
subject of an order of the Board of Agriculture. 

It is obviously no use making the disease notifiable 
unless the Government or Local Committee are prepared 
to finance the steps to be taken for control or eradication 
after the disease is reported to them. 

Would you be good enough to lay this matter before 
the next meeting of your Association and let me know 
your views.—Yours truly, 

H. C. Davies. 

Dear Sir,—Referring to my previous letter to you, I 
hope your Association will consider this matter at an 
early date, and let me know its views especially as the 
Board have now made an Order, of which I enclose a 
copy herewith. 

I am rather inclined, personally, to think that from a 
legal point of view, regulations as authorised would be 
very difficult to enforce, owing to the difficulty of proof 
ana that such regulations might very well prove to be a 
dead letter. 

My Committee meet on the 14th February and I shall 
be glad to have the Inspectors views before that date.— 
Yours faithfully, 

H. C. Davies. 

Mr. Low said if they agreed that contagious abortion 
should be notified he proposed that a select Committee 
of the members should be called together to draw up 
regulations and send them to Mr. Davies. 

Mr. Roberts said the Executive Committees of East 
and West Suffolk C.C. had adopted the Order issued on 
this subject by the Board of Agriculture, but the Board 
of Ipswich had not, and in that town there was one of 
the largest cow markets in Suffolk, so that the Order 
could not be effective. Unless Norfolk co-operated with 
Norwich they could not prevent dealers from sending 
aborted cows to Norwich Hill. 

Mr. Low did not think there would be any difficulty in 
inducing Norwich to co-operate with Norfolk in this 
case. 

Mr. Standley said there was no doubt contagious 
abortion caused more loss to cowkeepers than any other 
disease, except perhaps, tuberculosis, and it undoubtedly 
ought to be scheduled. He moved that they reply to the 
C.C. in the affirmative - “that in the opinion of the 
Eastern Counties Association contagious abortion 
should be a scheduled disease. Mr. Holt seconded. 

The Chairman said he was very much in favour of 
the motion, and the farmers also were in favour of noti¬ 
fication. 

Mr. Bray said that in his part of the county the dis¬ 
ease was on the increase. No one could stop the farmers 
from sending cattle about. He recently tested some 
pedigree Jerseys which had contagious abortion. They 
were passed on to somebody else. There was one centre 
where the disease had been confirmed on four farms, 
and he believed also two other farms. 

Maj. Faithfull said they ought to pass a resolution 
of this kind— 1 * That pending further action, this Associ¬ 


ation is in favour of the Order being put in force in 
Norwich and Norfolk.” 

Mr. Standley thought it would be a good thing if all 
the inspectors of Norfolk were to meet and discuss the 
subiect. Mr. Low quite agreed. 

The motion was carried. 

Prof. Wooldridge said they might well go a step fur¬ 
ther and declare that the Order of the Board of Agricul¬ 
ture should be adopted. That should be forwarded to 
Mr. Davies with a rider to the effect that in the event of 
the County deciding to adopt it, the Eastern Counties 
Vety. Assn, was prepared to formulate some scheme for 
carrying it into effect 

Affiliation Fees, N.V.M.A. 

Mr. Standley said that at the last meeting of the 
Association they had mention of the subscriptions due 
to the National V.M.A, but owing to his remissness 
nothing had been done in the matter. The Association 
owed a shilling a head for every member since 1913. He 
would remit the amount due when he had discovered 
what it was. The Association had a right to send two 
representatives to the Council N.V.M.A. Mr. Morton 
Wallis was already one representative, and it was up to 
the Society to appoint another. 

Prof. Wooldridge said that during the war a consid¬ 
erable number of members did not pay their subscrip¬ 
tions to the Eastern Counties Association and no affili¬ 
ation fee would be payable to the National in respect of 
them. The subscription of one shilling per head paid by 
a Society did not make the individul members of a So¬ 
ciety members of the National, but if any members of a 
contributing Society wished to join the latter, their sub¬ 
scription was reduced from 10/6 to 7/6. A Society was 
entitled to one representative on the Council of the 
National for each 25 members. The Council met about 
four times a year or more often if necessary, generally 
on the same day as the Council of the Victoria Veteri¬ 
nary Benevolent Fund and he suggested that they might 
consider it suitable that the representative of the Vic¬ 
toria should be one of the representatives of the National. 
The National was the only Association that had district 
representation. The Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons had no district representation. 
Although he had listened to the discussion on represen¬ 
tatives of the East Anglian Society being on the Council, 
it was all tosh. No member of the Council could be run 
by a Society. It required 600 or 700 votes to get a man 
in, and there was no Society sufficiently strong and no 
amalgamation of Societies sufficiently strong, to run any 
one candidate and be sure of getting him in. The Na¬ 
tional was different. He suggested that the Secretary, 
Mr. Standley, as a permanent official should be one of the 
representatives. The President of a Society was some¬ 
times elected, but he generally came out of office before 
the year was ended. 

Air. Roberts moved and Mr. Low seconded that the 
Secretary, Mr. Standley, be one of the representatives of 
the Society on the National and Mr. Morton Wallis the 
other. (Carried). 

Mr. Standley said he would do his best. There were 
a good many reasons why the Society should have direct 
representation. There ought to be Borne one on the 
Council to watch the interests of the part-time inspectors. 

On the motion of Mr. Barr seconded by Mr. Margar- 
son it was decided to hold the next meeting at Bury-St.- 
Edmunds. 

QUITTOR. 

By Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, f.r,c.v.s. 

It ia always advisable, when discussing any subject, to 
Btart with a definition of that subject, in order to avoid 
confusion from different interpretations of a word. 
Adopting that principle, I may state that what I under- 
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stand by quittor is “any sinus or fistula of the horse’s 
foot with an opening, or openings, on the coronet.” In 
other words “ a sinuous wound of a horse’s foot.” Some 
authorities confine the term to such sinuses with necro¬ 
sis of the lateral cartilage as a complication. Hence it is 
that without a definition some may bear in mind only 
that more serious form, and advocate stern measures of 
treatment, while others may think of less serious cases, 
and condemn drastic measures. 

It may be well for us go first revive our knowledge of 
the anatomy of the region implicated, and without going 
too deeply into detail. The foot of the horse may be 
described as consisting of external and internal portions. 
The external portion consists of the insensitive hoof, 
comprising the wall and bars, periople, sole and frog. 
The internal portion comprises the pedal bone and lateral 
cartilages, navicular bone, and coronet bone, ligaments, 
tendons of the extensor pedis in front and of the flexor 
pedis perforans behind, the plantar cushion or fibro-fatty 
frog, the horn-Becreting substance and arteries, veins, 
lymphatics and nerves. Of these the horn-secreting 
substance consists of (1) the coronary band, which is 
joined to the skin and lodged in the cutigeral groove at 
the upper inner margin of the wall. (2) The keratoge- 
nous membrane covering the front of tne os pedis and 
the lower part of the lateral cartilages forming a part of 
the sensitive laminae, and (3) the membrane on the 
lower surface of the os pedis and plantar cushion, which 
secretes the horny sole and frog. The lateral cartilages 
are one on each side of the foot. Each consists of a plate 
of fibro-cartilage having four borders, four angles, and 
two surfaces. It is attached by the inferior border to 
the wing of the ob pedis, and is, therefore, in the region 
of the quarter and heel, partly within and partly outside 
the hoof, and extending two thirds of the way from the 
heel to tne toe. The upper border is thin and flexible, 
and may be felt through the skin. The anterior border 
blends with the antero-lateral ligament of the coffin joint, 
and has an obliquely downward and backward direction. 
The posterior margin is parallel to the anterior one, and 
merges into the plantar cushion. The external surface 
is convex, and is related to the skin and coronary band, 
and towards its lower margin carries some sensitive 
laminae. It also carries a plexus of veins which pierce 
it to join a similar plexus on the inner side. The inter¬ 
nal surface is concave and is attached posteriorly to the 
plantar cushion, while anteriorly it is related closely 
with a cul de sac of the synovial membrane of the coffin 
joint, and to the antero-lateral ligament of the joint. It 
is very important to remember this point, and also that 
this sac is loose when the joint is flexed, and so might 
easily be punctured with the foot so arranged during an 
operation, while it is tense if the foot is forcibly exten¬ 
ded, and is less likely to be punctured during operation 
if that precaution be taken. 

Causation. Quittors are produced as the result of 
some injury to the coronet, which causes the formation 
of a sinus owing to the production of pus which is unable 
to escape readily, and which generally burrows, causing 
an extension of the injury to fresh and more deeply- 
seated tissues. Ultimately the pressure in the upward 
direction is sufficient for it to burst at the coronet, and 
pus escapes. The opening may close, but the pus for¬ 
mation may continue and produce for itself another 
point of exit in the coronet, and thus the condition may 
become almost chronic, with several openings discharg¬ 
ing more or less purulent material. One fairly common 
cause is a severe tread, if the injury is sufficient to im¬ 
plicate more than the skin. Afaimple tread is little more 
than an ordinary wound, but if neglected, and pus is 
allowed to burrow, a sinus or quittor may be produced. 
Other common causes are suppurating quarter sandcrack, 
and injuries to the Bole with pus formation and an 


insufficient outlet for the pus, such as suppurating corn, 
pricked foot, and picked-up nail. Still another cause is 
the almost inexplicable fracture of the wing of the os 
pedis. 

Symptoms. Usually the first sign of the advent of a 
quittor is an inflammatory swelling of the coronet, which 
may be warm, painful, and tense, and usually affecting 
the quarter or heel. If it is a white foot, the part will 
also be noticed reddened. Sometimes at this stage 
lameness is considerable, and the pain may cause a rise 
of temperature and loss of appetite. Then a softening 
may occur in the swelling, and it bursts, emitting some 
blood-stained pus, but the rest of the swelling remains 
hard and dense. A slough of skin and subcutaneous tis¬ 
sue may be thrown off, and the pain subsides. If no 
further complication sets in, then the wound may heal 
up by granulation under simple antiseptic treatment, 
and the swelling eventually subside. This form is some¬ 
times spoken of as “ cutaneous quittor.” In the more 
serious cases, however, complications occur. The separ¬ 
ation of the necrotic tissue is incomplete, and when the 
surface wound is closed the remaining necrotic tissue 
acts as a foreign body, further suppuration takes place, 
with more burrowing, and eventually it breaks out at the 
coronet again. As a result of the extension of the necro¬ 
sis, the lateral cartilage may become affected, and this is 
the condition in most of the cases of quittor of long 
standing. This cartilage lesion usually commences as a 
caries at the bottom of the sinus, and then small islets 
become necrotic and green in colour, and the cartilage 
itself perforated. In this condition a bit of necrotic 
cartilage may be thrown off and may be removed, and 
after closure of the wound it may recur as in the other 
instance, the only difference being that the probability 
of recurrence is greater in cartilaginous quittor. The 
coronary band is affected by the inflammatory pheno¬ 
mena in its immediate neighbourhood, and the secretion 
of horn becomes irregular, resulting in the production of 
grooves. From these grooves the duration of a quittor 
of several months standing may be estimated horn being 
produced at the rate of about half an inch per month. 

The lameness is a variable factor, and is proportionate 
to the seriousness. Generally speaking, the further for¬ 
ward the quittor, the greater the lameness, and also the 
more Berious; conversely, when the quittor is far back 
to the heel it is usually less serious. 

Other possibie complications are necrosis of the flexor 
tendon, necrosis of the antero-lateral ligament of the 
coffin joint, and implication of the pedal joint by pene¬ 
tration of the synovial sac adjacent to the inner surface 
of the anterior portion of the cartilage. When this arth¬ 
ritis occurs the pain and lameness become more intense, 
the horse slings the foot in the air, and refuses to put it 
to the ground. The temperature rises, appetite is lost, 
and emaciation rapid. In such cases laughter is to be 
recommended, for recovery is almost hopeless. Necrosis 
of the coronary band may be a complication, and especi¬ 
ally in quittor secondary to suppurating sandcrack. 
When quittor is secondary to suppurating corn or to a 
ricked foot, pus is often seen first oozing between the 
oof and coronet, the swelling and fistula being estab¬ 
lished later. 

Tbbatmknt. 

If seen in the earliest stages, before the swelling has 
burst, hot medicated footbaths may be employed to re¬ 
duce the pain and assist maturing of the abscess or 
detachment of the necrotic skin. When it has burst, the 
opening should be enlarged to give a good exit to the 
us, and to prevent premature closure. The extent and 
irection of the sinus should be ascertained by the cau¬ 
tious use of a blunt probe, and the cavity lightly curetted 
and thoroughly injected with a suitable astringent or 
caustic dressing. One of Hie best for this purpose is the 
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old Vill&te’s solution, introduced by Villate in 1829 
which consists of :- 


Copper sulphate 1 part 

Zinc sulphate 1 

Goulards extract (liquor plumbi 

subacetatis) 2 parts 

Vinegar 16 


This solution is both disinfectant and caustic, and it 
destroys the sluggish or indolent tissue round the cavity, 
and stimulates the healing process. One great mistake, 
which I believe is commonly made, is the too frequent 
applications of potent dressings. If the part is first 
thoroughly cleaned with a mild disinfectant solution, and 
then Villate’s solution injected, it should be bandaged 
with pads of carbolized tow in sublimate wool, and the 
foot put, if possible, into a leather boot, and not touched 
for three days ; and then the dressing repeated. There 
are plenty of other solutions which could be used in¬ 
stead of that I have named, as strong solutions of cor¬ 
rosive sublimate, sulphate of zinc, chloride of zinc, sul¬ 
phate of copper, carbolic acid, and tincture of iodine. 
Personally, I am fond of using tincture of iodine for in¬ 
jecting, and then practically filling the cavity with 
powdered boracic acid. In simple cases of sinus recovery 
may result without much difficulty, and the horse may 
become quite sound, nothing but a scar remaining, or 
possibly the formation of a sidebone. Unfortunately, 
however, in so many cases the injury has extended fur¬ 
ther, and though the sinus may apparently heal and the 
horse get nearly sound, lameness recurs more or less 
suddenly, the coronet again becomes hot and swollen, and 
bursts out at another spot. No doubt we have all had 
that annoying experience. In such cases it is practically 
certain that the lateral cartilage is attacked, and that 
necrosis of a portion has taken place. The necrotic 
tissue must be removed. This may he done in some cases 
by means of a curette, the horse being cast, and the same 
procedure followed as before. Another method adopted 
for the same purpose is that of “coring” the quittor by 
means of a caustic. The actual cautery at one time used 
to be adopted, but that line of treatment is now rarely 
used, and the potential cautery is more often employed. 
A little powdered sublimate (corrosive) or white arsenic 
is wrapped up with cigarette papers into several little 
plugs, inserted into the cavity, and bandaged there. 
This causes a slough all round the cavity, and when this 
is thrown off eventually the necrotic piece of cartilage 
may escape also, and the cavity is treated on the previous¬ 
ly described lines. If the injured cartilage undergoes 
resolution all is well, but in my experience of quittor the 
results are only occasionally satisfactory, and I doubt if 
one is really justified in adopting this treatment in long- 
established cases on the off-chance of the case proving to 
be one of the few satisfactory ones. 

When it is certain that the lateral cartilage is attacked 
with necrosis, I believe the only rational treatment is 
excision of the cartilage. This line of treatment is very 
far from new. It was first recommended by L&fosse, sen. 
in 1754. It is an operation which requires a certain a- 
mount of confidence and surgical skill, and knowledge of 
the anatomy of the part; at the same time it is an 
operation which, I believe, most of you would perform if 
you witnessed one or two done and the advantages re¬ 
sulting, since in most cases a horse can be got fit for light 
work in a month or six weeks after the operation. 

When it is decided to operate, the foot should be pre¬ 
pared the day before. The shoe is removed, if not already 
0 $ the hair clipped to the fetlock, loose horn removed, 
and the foot thoroughly scrubbed and soaked in a hot 
disinfectant. A pad soaked in a potent disinfectant, as 
1 in 1000 corrosive sublimate or mercuric-iodide solution, 
ahould be bandaged on, a boot applied, and a clean bed¬ 
ding provided. The grooving of the hoof may be done 


at the same time, but it is not essential. The following 
day the horse is cast and chloroformed, crosshobbles are 
applied, and the foot to be operated upon is taken out 
of the hobbles and fixed by webbing attached above the 
fetlock. In the case of a fore foot it should be tied 
firmly on the top of the uppermost hind foot, and in the 
case of a hind foot to the top of the uppermost fore foot. 
Instruments required are hoof knives, scalpel, three sage 
knives (right, left and double edged) dressing and artery 
forceps, repeller, curette, cotton-wool, and lotion for 
sponging. The bandage is removed, and the site of op¬ 
eration washed and disinfected. A tourniquet is ap¬ 
plied above the fetlock. The hoof is then grooved with 
a searcher in order to allow the wall to be removed for 
an area corresponding above with the extent of the later¬ 
al cartilage, and to permit one to completely expose the 
limits of the lateral cartilage within the hoof. The an¬ 
terior groove must at its upper extremity be at least two- 
thirds of the distance from the heel to the toe, and ex¬ 
tend downwards parallel to the heel thus slightly cross¬ 
ing the direction of the horn fibres, reaching almost to, 
but not wounding the sensitive structures. Another 
groove is made at the heel, and the horn between the 
two grooves is rasped, but not too thin, or it breaks 
during stripping. The margin of the sole corresponding 
is now thinned down till the “quick” can be seen. The 
projecting edge of the wall at the lower border is grasped 
with a pincers, the sole is separated from the wall from 
below by means of a knife, and the wall is forcibly but 
carefully stripped in the upward direction, parallel with 
the laminae, the knife being applied to separate it from 
the remaining wall where the groove is not quite through; 
the nearer the coronet the easier the wall strips, when 
it reaches the coronary band it must be drawn back¬ 
wards and completely removed. The fringe of hair now 
revealed round the band must be snipped off with the 
scissors. A circular incision is then made through the 
sensitive laminae, extending at each end to about £ in. 
from the exposed limit of the coronary band, and about 
| in. below the coronary band at its midpoint. This iso¬ 
lated portion of sensitive structure is carefully dissected 
with an ordinary scalpel and forceps from the pedal 
bone and lateral cartilage. The dissection is continued 
under the coronary band with a sage knife convexity 
outwards, and this structure together with the skin above 
it, is carefully separated over the entire extent of the 
lateral cartilage forward and backward. This dissection 
can be facilitated by the flap being raised either with a 
repeller or a tape passed through the fistulous opening. 
At this state islets of green necrotic cartilage may be 
seen, either loose or attached. Operators should very 
jealously guard against any cutting of the coronary 
band for fear of the production of false quarter after¬ 
wards. However, Borne continue the incision of the sen¬ 
sitive laminae up throngh the coronary band, and about 
1 in. of skin. Tne dissection is then more easily carried 
out, and the next step is very greatly facilitated. It may 
however result in a permanent flap. 

The next step consists of the extirpation of the carti¬ 
lage itself. This is best dono by first cutting the 
cartilage into two unequal parts at about the junction of 
its anterior and middle thirds. The posterior portion is 
now separated from the underlying connective tissue 
with a sage knife with concavity towards the cartilage. 
Then the knife is brought out below at the junction of 
the cartilage and pedal bone. Thus the posterior portion 
is removed with one or two cuts. The anterior portion 
requires a little more caution, on account of the danger 
of cutting the lateral ligament or the synovial membrane, 
The foot must be forcibly extended to tighten the latter, 
and the cartilage cut out carefully. This is best done with 
an ordinary scalpel, with the cutting edge directed towards 
the cartilage, or by carefully slicing. Any cartilage still 
left attached to the os pedis or to the flap, and all tm. 
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healthy-looking tissues must be removed, or it may 
become necrotic later, and cause more trouble. 

If the coronary band is intact, it is very difficult to get 
the knife behind the cartilage, and the danger of doing 
injury to the ligaments is increased. If the articular cap 
sule should be punctured it is a serious matter certainly, 
but not so serious as used to be thought if proper anti¬ 
septic precautions are maintained. 

It is stated by some operators that if necrosis is limited 
to the posterior portion of the cartilage it is unnecessary 
to remove the anterior portion. I have acted upon that 
principle and when I was just about to discharge the 
horse as cured, I observed a small fresh swelling and an 
escape of pus. Consequently I again cast the horse 
and separated the flap, and found the trouble to be due 
to necrosis of a bit of the previously healthy cartilage in 
front. I then removed the whole of the remaining carti¬ 
lage, and since then I unhesitatingly remove the whole 
cartilage, regardless of the area of cartilage affected. If 
there is ossification of the cartilage (sidebone) it may 
be removed with a saw or bone forceps, if thought neces¬ 
sary. 

The cartilage out, the opening or openings through the 
skin must be scraped and cleaned and the whole area 
washed with an antiseptic, 2i per cent, carbolic acid sol¬ 
ution. If the band has been cut the flap is then turned 
down again, and the skin sutured, but there is a danger 
of it not uniting properly and new horn may grow out¬ 
wards instead of downwards. In Bayer’s operation the 
sensitive lamime are also sutured. I prefer not to suture 
below the coronary band, so that the cavity may be ir¬ 
rigated afterwards, if necessary. Suturing would, no 
doubt, be advisable if one could reasonably hope for 
healing by first intention, but that is scarcely to be 
expected when there is so much injury to tissues. When 
the flap is replaced, 1 saturate the part with tincture of 
iodine or eusol, thickly cover it with boric acid powder, 
and bandage as tightly as possible with antiseptic com¬ 
presses of wool or tow. The chloroform muzzle and 
tourniquet are now removed, and the horse allowed to 
rise when fit. Before removing the hobbles, I turn the 
horse over, as by so doing 1 find he rises more quickly 
after chloroform. 

The horse may be put into a stall in slings, in order to 
diminish weight on the foot, and a boot applied. Next 
day the bandage and compress which are soaked with 
blood are removed, and replaced by fresh, sterilised, and 
antiseptized dressings. These are changed daily for 
three or four days, and then the dressings are renewed 
every second or third day. When there is no pus or 
moisture oozing from the flap, these dressings may be 
left on for four or five days. If there is any oozing, the 
flap may be gently raised and irrigated with eusol or 24 
per cent, carbolic solution, or equal parts of tincture of 
iodine and water daily. Contrary to what one might 
expect, the horse rarely shows any increase of lameness 
as the immediate result of the operation, and if he was 
very lame before operation, he will be much better in a 
week. In about three weeks the wounds should be 
nearly healed, the sensitive lamime well covered with a 
thin pellicle of horn, and the horBe walking almost free 
from lameness. Under favourable circumstances, with¬ 
in five or six weeks after operation the horse may be put 
to slow, light work, the foot being protected by * light 
bar shoe and a bandage soaked in Stockholm tar until 
the wall has grown down. 

By another method the cartilage is removed from 
above the coronary band through a wound made by 
removing a semi-circular piece of Bkin having its straight 
edge parallel with and about f-inch above the upper 
edge of the hoof. The curved upper margin corresponds 
with the approximate limits of the cartilage. By means 
of a sage knife the cartilage is separated from the 
coronary band and hoof, and then the deep face is 


separated* The free edge is then firmly grasped and the 
lower edge of the cartilage is severed as near as possible 
to the os pedis, the remaining portions being removed 
by means of a ring curette. This method does not 
afford as good drainage as the former method, nor does 
it afford as good a field of vision of the actual operation 
area, but there is less deformity of the hoof, and oy some 
the horse is said to be able to go to work sooner for that 
reason. 

Although a large portion of this paper is devoted bo 
the excision of the lateral cartilage, I do not wish you to 
gather that I recommend this operation in all and 
sundry cases of quittor or sinus of the foot; but I 
certainly do recommend it strongly in those cases which 
have taken on a chronic character, and in which the 
lateral cartilage is undoubtedly necrotic. There is no 
one royal method of treatment beyond removal of 
necrotic tissue, if it exists, and each case must be treated 
on its merits 

Mr. Low said the operation and the paper had been 
most instructive, and he had enjoyed them immensely. 
He had had numbers of cases of quittor through his 
hands, and had done all sorts of operations, but what- he 
had seen that afternoon was a long way beyond his 
capabilities. A better subject for the demonstration 
could not have been found. He asked what would be 
done if by mischance a hole was made in the capsular 
ligament 

Prof. Wooldridge said that once, in operating on a 
circus horse, that had been operated upon unsuccess¬ 
fully by veterinary surgeons in Paris and Berlin, he took 
a tiny bit out of the capsular ligament because of the 
bowed condition of the knife. He finished the opera¬ 
tion. and packed it in with oil of cloves and gauze ; had 
the norse in slings, in order that there should be a mini¬ 
mum of movement. He dressed it similarly each day 
for a week, and found a certain amount of synovia each 
time, but it never became offensive in character, and in 
five weeks the horse went out perfectly free from lame¬ 
ness and did his work as well as ever. A similar case 
more recently which he had also treated with success. 
Sometimes, after an apparently perfect recovery from 
quittor a horse remained very lame. It was rather diffi¬ 
cult to assign the cause. In some instances it was no 
doubt due to the edge of the bone being involved, and 
the result has been some exostosis following. But 
in such cases neurectomy of one of the plantar nerves 
was sufficient to make the horse sound. 

Mr. Standley wished to thank Prof. Wooldridge for 
so kindly coming forward and giving such a splendid 
demonstration, before the members of the Association, 
as he had done that afternoon. Anyone who took an 
interest in operating, could only admire the thorough 
manner in which Prof. Wooldridge carried out his oper¬ 
ation. He thought there was no doubt the operation 
they had seen performed this afternoon was the correct 
one, when we get a suitable case. iSome time ago he 
used to operate on his quittor cases from above the 
coronary band, being always very careful, not only to 
excise the necrosed cartilage but also the healthy carti¬ 
lage, leaving the whole of the operation area, as far as 
one could see, absolutely healthy. In spite of this, how¬ 
ever, in a short time one got the recurrence of pus, and 
on operating a second time, always found a fresh carti¬ 
lage necrosed, he had since altered his method of oper¬ 
ating, and now excise the whole of the cartilage oper¬ 
ating from below the coronary band, instead of a»ve. 
Since doing this, he has not had to operate a second 
time. There was no doubt that althougn one may leave 
the cartilage to all appearances healthy, infection had 
already taken place, and later on fresh necrosis sets in 
necessitating a further operation. As regards opening 
the pedal joint he had had this happen on two occasions, 
without serious after effects. He moved a hearty vote 
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of thanks to Prof. Wooldridge for his great kindness in 
comingdown amongst them. 

Mr. Roberts seconded the motion, and it was car¬ 
ried. 

Maj. Williams, of Colchester, who was present by 
invitation, addressed the meeting at the call of the 
Chairman. Having been over seven years away from 
England on service it was a special pleasure to him to be 
able to attend that meeting. They were deeply indebted 
to Prof. Wooldridge for the excellent demonstration he 
had given them. The whole thing was perfect from 
start to finish and was an admirable example of how the 
thing should be done. He agreed with the Professor 
that the great thing in operations was to be able to see 
what you were doing, for if a man had the whole field of 
of operation in view he could be prepared for any emer¬ 
gency. 

On the motion of Mr. Barcham seconded by Mr. Low 
a hearty vote of thanks was passed to Mr. Standley for 
having placed his premises at the disposal of the Soci¬ 
ety. 

March 6th, 1920. 

The above case which Prof. Wooldridge operated on 
has made an exceptionally quick recovery. 

The horse before the operation was very lame, to-day 
he is quite sound, with no discharge from the wound, he 
will be shod in four or five days time, and if the case is 

S rogressing then as well as it is now, he will be able to 
0 fight work. 

Harry P. Standley, Hon. Sec. 


YORKSHIRE DIVISION. 

(Concluded jrom page S/61.) 

Mr. Clarkson said that a resolution proposed by Mr. 
Bowman with regard to the use of Tuberculin was sent 
in 1912. but it had not done any good. 

Mr. Bowes said that some time about then owing to 
advice of Colonel Godman and myself the Yorkshire 
Council of Agricultural Education sent a similar resolu¬ 
tion but no notice was taken of it. 

Mr. Wharam thought that private practitioners 
should do the work but should be assisted by a whole¬ 
time man. Whole-time man could overlook several 
herds. The owner of a herd gets bigger price for milk 
from a tuberculin tested herd. While with private 
practitioner only testing, there were certain tendencies 
to mal-practice. As to state of affairs at the College 
there was little surplus at the present time. 

Col. Mason said Christmas examinations don’t pay, 
July examinations do pay. They were hoping that after 
the next July examination they would have a small sur¬ 
plus. They were just about paying their way. Even 
with increased numbers of students we cannot look for 
money. 

Mr. Clarkson said the time for voluntary subscrip¬ 
tions is not past. Our College will need all assistance it 
can get, even with added subscriptions. Many things 
could be better done if the College had more money. 

Dr. Bradley said concerning the use of Tuberculin, 
I certainly think this Society should utilise its machinery 
and obtain the collective views of the profession. It 
would be a pity for a single society to take action with¬ 
out making use of the opinions of other societies. He 
should like to see the resolution as passed some time ago, 
but more strongly worded, sent now with a strong re¬ 
quest that it be acted upon. 

With regard to the number of students at College and 
the question as to how they were going to make a liveli¬ 
hood. he thought there was unnecessary perturbation. 
The increase in number of veterinary students is only 


temporary—it will only last a short time, the excess will 
cease after next sessions. He had no expectation of it 
persisting. Even if it did, I think past history shows 
what will happen. Years ago when the number of stu¬ 
dents was considerable, so were the numbers who never 
went through—men who saw they bad made a mistake. 
Already men have come to the conclusion that they have 
made a mistake. We are also told that wastage of war 
is not made up. The Colonies can absorb many more 
men than they can get, and are prepared to appoint, at 
respectable salaries, a good number of men. 

He should like in conclusion to corroborate the remarks 
of Col. Mason and Mr. Clarkson, that the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons would not be able to carry on 
without voluntary subscriptions, or involuntary tax. 

Mr. Dixon. With regard to the employment of private 
practitioners he did not think they need fear. When 
the New Milk and Dairies Act comes into force a large 
amount of tuberculin testing will be necessary, and tne 
whole time Inspector will have to depend largely on the 
private practitioner and look to him for help. It was no 
use shutting our eyes to the fact that accidents occur in 
the use of tuberculin by those not skilled in its use. 
For instance tuberculin could become old and useless by 
laying for a long time in the surgery. There have been 
Tuberculins on the market which could be guaranteed 
not to give a re-action. 

Then one comes to the point of the employment of 
whole time instead of part time Inspectors It is in the 
interests of the profession to get all whole time Inspectors 
appointed. There are many things which cannot be done 
with part time men. The Veterinary Record strongly 
urged the appointment of whole time men, and he was 
sure it woufa give better standing to the profession. 

Mr. Bowes. With reference to the use and abuse of 
Tuberculin; and the objection of authorities to recognise 
testing by private practitioners ; we all know that if an 
animal gets a dose of tuberculin a few days before proper 
test she will not re-act. This has been done. As regard 
to the reliability of tuberculin, this is not got over by 
whole or part time Inspectors. It is a question of the 
authorities taking measures to control and standardise 
the use of tuberculin. It should be only issued to quali¬ 
fied members and they should be required to keep a 
register of its use. Penalties should be imposed for im¬ 
proper use. It was obvious that that is the remedy we 
should urge and we should (as Dr. Bradley said) send up 
a strongly worded resolution. 

Mr. Pollard in support said that he had one case in 
mind. He had four or five animals to test for exporta¬ 
tion. The owner said he would provide the tuberculin. 
I objected, and said I would get the tuberculin. One 
beast re acted and would not pass. I have done no more 
work for that owner. 

Mr. Bowes moved that it be left to the Council to 
send a resolution to the National V.M.A. urging need of 
standardisation and control of tuberculin. 

A resolution was then worded as follows 

M In the opinion of the Yorkshire Veterinary Medical 
Society the Government should be urged to standardise 
and control the use of Tuberculin employed in the testing 
of cattle for Tuberculosis. The Yorkshire Veterinary 
Medical Society therefore call on the National Veterinary 
Medical Association to take the most immediate action 
that lies in their power.” 

Was moved by Mr. Bowes, seconded by Colonel Mason, 
and carried unanimously. 

Colonel Mason proposed that best thanks of meeting 
be given to Mr. Sampson for his address. Mr. Cla rkson 
seconded. (Carried ) 

Mr. Sampson in reply said he was glad that the vol¬ 
untary effort on behalf of the College had been brought 
forward. He suggested that attention be directed to the 
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fact that the resolution re tuberculin had been Bent up 
before. 

AUTOGENOUS VACCINES. 

By Mr. Q. C. Barb hr, m.r.c.v.s, Leeds. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen, I wish to present to you 
a brief resume of my experience of the use of Autogenous 
Vaccines. 

Quittor. 

During the last four or five years I have treated 13 
cases of Quittor, and in each case have had a complete 
cure. 

The foot is treated as is usual for Quittor—the shoe is 
removed, foot well cleansed, born well thinned immedi¬ 
ately below the wound, the wall lowered in the same 
region, and a Bar Shoe with heel, put on. Antiseptic 
baths daily. The sinus syringed out with a lotion of 
Sulphate of Zinc or Corrosive Sublimate and a Plasma 
dressing—Kaolin and Glycerine with antiseptic agents — 
applied with wool, and a bandage. 

In addition 3 or 4 doses of some Stock Vaccine, a 
Mixed Streptococcus and Staphylococcus Vaccine or a 
Quittor Vaccine are given at intervals of three or four 
days. If there is a marked improvement continue until 
better. 

When no improvement, I have ten vials of an Auto¬ 
genous Vaccine prepared and give at intervals as above. 
Five of these cases were cured without having recourse 
to an autogenous vaccine. Of the other eight, two re¬ 
quired a second supply of the Autogenous Vaccine. In 
two of the cases the sinus was opened with the actual 
cautery, and in all cases a blister was applied as soon as 
the discharge ceased. 

Under Ordinary Treatment. 


Case 

♦Stock 

Vaccine 

♦Autogenous 

Vaccine 

Total 

i 

11 weeks 

7 weeks 

18 weeks 

2 

7 

5 

12 

3 

3 4-3 

18 

24 

4 

6 

15 

21 

*5 

1 

6 

r» 

4 

6 

3 

3 

6 

7 

2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

9 

19 


The most interesting case was a Black Draught Horse, 
7 years old and 17*2 H.H. He bad Grease on both hind 
legs and indications in the heels of the Fore legs. In 
the near hind the grease extended from the hoof to the 
hock, in the off hind to joint above the fetlock. The 
sinus was on the outside corner of the near hind, and had 
been suppurating for several weeks, but without any 
lamenes. 

Very severe lameness existed when I first saw the horse. 
I had the hind legs clipped, and well washed with soap 
and warm water and dressed daily with a mild antiseptic 
lotion. Pus was sent for investigation and Vaccine. 
The Vaccine was given twice a week, and before all the 
ten doses were given the horse was cured and the grease 
was completely dried up. Eight months afterwards I 
was again called to this horse as be had a boil like abscess 
in the same region. There was some grease on both hind 
legs, but not a quarter so bad as on the previous occasion. 
I gave him the remaining dose of Autogenous Vaccine 
and 2 or 3 doses of Stock Quittor Vaccine, which resulted 
in a complete cure. The grease was again dried up. 
It is now about 14 months since this last trouble, and 
the horse has been quite well since, with the exception 
of a recurrence of the grease, which however is confined 
to the region of the Fetlock Joint on the near Hind Leg 
only. 


It is interesting to note the variety of organisms found 
in the 8 cases when investigations were carried out:— 

The Streptococcus brevis was found in 6 cases. 


Staphylococcus Albus 6 

Aureus 2 

Bacillus Coli 5 

A Diphtheroid Bacillus 4 

The mcillus Pyocyaneus 1 

Bacillus of uncertain Species 1 

Short Gram Negative Bacillus 1 

Diplococcus of uncertain Species 2 

An Elongated Diplococcus 4 

Kidney-shaped Diplococcus 1 

Gram Negative Diplococcus 1 

„ „ Coccus 1 

Nasal Discharge. 


Bay draught horse 16*2 H.H. 8 years old. The pro¬ 
perty of a wholesale Grocer. 

Sept. 1910. Had an attack of Catarrhal Influenza 
which left him with a slight and intermittent purulent 
discharge from nostrils. 

May 1910. Had a similar attack with a copious dis¬ 
charge from nostrils, which showed very little diminution 
after getting back to work. 

August 1910. Had a third attack. He was back at 
work again in about 14 days but the discharge was as 
copious as before, and although dose of stock vaccine— 
Streptococci, Strangles etc.—was given there was no les¬ 
sening of the nasal discharge. 

I had ten vials of Autogenous Vaccine prepared from 
the discharge and gave a dose twice weekly. He was 
completely cured after having had 7 doses. The horse 
is still in good health and has not had any return of the 
disease. 

Influenza. 

On February 2nd, 1918 I visited a five year old Bay 
Draught Horse, suffering from influenza. He died on the 
20 th from Gangrene of Lungs. By the end of the month 
I was attending 14 cases in the same stable. A second 
horse, another five year old, died on the 26tb, and four 
others were each in a very serious condition, and had 
every appearance of a fatal termination. 

1 had a sample of the nasal discharge taken from two 
of the worst cases and sent away for investigation and 
vaccine. Each case had a dose of this vaccine immedi¬ 
ately on arrival and at intervals when required and they 
all made good recoveries. There were 11 other cases (25 
in all) and they each had a dose of vaccine to commence 
with. In every case the recovery was very quick and 
the attack very mild. 

Mr. Bowes said he had been very interested to hear 
the notes. Some years ago he was very keen on the use 
of vaccines. He only used stock vaccines, and had bad 
a good deal of success. They were vaccines of mixed 
streptococcus and Btapbylococcus. Most averaged six or 
seven doses and then were all right. Some did no good, 
j Autogenous was much better than stock vaccine. It 
was best to prepare vaccines from organisms most pre¬ 
valent in the discharge. In America they were all stock 
vaccines, and he and others had come to the conclusion 
that there was a big waste of money there in their use. 
If the war {had gone on another two years the Army 
might have supplied autogenous vaccines. Stock vac¬ 
cines were not of any value. He should like to congratu¬ 
late Mr. Barber on the notes he had given. 

Dr. Bradley was struck with the diversity of organ¬ 
isms found in discharge and especially the frequency of 
the bacillus coli. 

Mr. Ackroyd : Glad Mr. Barber has brought matter 
up. Had himself used both stock and autogenous vac- 
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cines with varied results. Does Mr. Barber take any 
observations in setting out dosing 1 Does he make any 
remarks as to reaction. He recalled one case of a horse 
with a nasal discharge, and at same time 'small pustules 
formed on shoulders and withers. At first they were 
the size of peas, and hard. They got larger and then 
would burst. He took a swab and sent it away. It gave 
a pure culture of the staphylococcus pyogenes aureus. 
He received an autogenous vaccine and injected horse, 
with result that abscesses ceased to form. A few months 
later he was called to the horse, as he had developed 
serious brain troubl ?. Post-mortem revealed meningitis. 
The ethnoid cells were filled with pus, and absorption 
had taken place. 

He had never used autogenous vaccine for quittor, but 
had used it for poll evil.. He was not sure that he had 
had greater success with its use. Four years ago he at¬ 
tended 18 horses for contagious pneumonia. When he 
saw them two were dying and four were very ill. He 
obtained stock vaccines and used them. Only two more 
cases developed. The owner was convinced that stock 
vaccines had stopped pneumonia in his stables. It ought 
to be made possible to space out doses of vaccine better, 
and information should be gathered how to use them at 
proper intervals 

Mr. Barber’s cases seemed to require a long period of 
treatment. It would be necessary to have many cases 
in order to draw deductions as to use of vaccines with 
regard to proper periods for inoculations. 

The President thanked Mr. Barber for paper. He 
could hardly see how autogenous vaccine was going to 
remove a piece of necrosed cartilage. He thought that 
some cases would have recovered more quickly with 
surgery. 18 weeks off work was quite a considerable 
time, and would affect horse owners severely. No doubt 
Mr. Barber would go into the matter of different organ¬ 
isms present in discharges, on Dr. Bradley’s sugges¬ 
tion. 

Mr. Barber : I never trouble as to reactions. It was 
not convenient when case was running for a few weeks. 
One thing had struck him, and that was that they should 
try autogenous vaccines for grease and canker. 

Mr. Weighton, of Hull, in a post script to letter 
stating uncertainty as to attendance said, “ There is one 
item I should have brought forward anent Army horses. 
1 have had no less than 27 deaths during 1919 from ob¬ 
struction caused by calculi. The stones are fairly large, 
and varied in shape ; they are quite porous and appear 
formed of various sorts of rubbish. Has anyone had 
anything like this experience 1 Numbers of my clients 
will not purchase an Army horse after such an experi¬ 
ence.” 

Mr. Deighton said he had had similar experience. 
The obstruction was not like a stone, but was soft and 
like sand. 

Mr. Bowman said he had seen one at Mr. Deighton’s 
place. Leeds City had purchased 40 Army horses ; they 
had been very little trouble and were working very 
well. 

Mr. Crawford said he had had similar experiences 
with horses that had been across in France. The con¬ 
cretion seemed like a mixture of sand and food. There 
seemed to be no lime salts at all in its composition. 

Mr. Whitehead said he had 14 Army horses and they 
were all doing well. He bad seen stones of big size in 
railway horses, nearly as big as a stable bucket. 

Mr. Sampson exhibited head of the femur of a foal, 
about nine months old. When called to see it he found 
it in the box and it was impossible to move it owing to 
lameness. Previous history: Had been running out at 
day time and was fetched up at night. When fetched 
upon Tuesday night was a little “stark.” Could not 
come to conclusion as to nature of trouble. There was 
pain on pressure. This made him suspicious of fracture. 


There was no swelling. When he saw it a few days 
later, and the foal was m great psun. The auarter from 
anus to stifle was twice normal size. It haa a tempera¬ 
ture of 104 F. On the following day he was dying. 

Post-mortem . On cutting of muscles from stifle up¬ 
wards found pocket containing two quarts of blood 
coloured fluid following muscles further down bone, to 
hip joint, capsule ligament was torn away. No synovia 
in joint. Quite a line of demarcation round the head of 
the bone, There was a portion of the capsular ligament 
which had not been ruptured. Had a look round the 
field and found a place where evidently one colt had 
slipped. 

Mr. Pollard thought that foal might have had a kick. 
He had recently had an old pony kicked. It immediate¬ 
ly went lame. For two or three days it had great swel¬ 
ling and a lot of pain. He killed the pony and found 
that a little pus had formed within the stifle joint. 

Mr. Clarkson, Secretary, stated that National Vet¬ 
erinary Medical Association would hold meeting in 
Edinburgh last week in July. 

Dr. Bradley hoped that whole of Qreat Britain and 
Ireland would be represented at meeting in unpreceden¬ 
ted manner. 

Col. Mason asked why they were not to have a dinner 
after meeting instead of tea. He said that all Societies 
were having dinners and rennions. 

Mr. Sampson : Matter had been considered and it 
was thought better, for various reasons not to have a 
dinner. They had had Peace Conference meeting at 
Sheffield in summer. 

Mr. Crawford proposed vote of thanks to Presi¬ 
dent. 

Mr. Bowes seconded. (Carried unanimously). 


A VETERINARY PANEL. 

Dear Sir,—In my election address, kindly published 
by you on January 3rd last, I stated that I was con¬ 
vinced that it was possible to find a way for local vet¬ 
erinary inspectorial duties to remain in the hands of 
private practitir ners. A further three months experi¬ 
ence of private practice under after-war conditions, has 
made me more than ever convinced that the very exis¬ 
tence of country practitioners must depend on their 
having inoculating, testing and preventive work gener¬ 
ally to enable them to eke out a living. 

Now the chief opposition to the employment of part- 
time men—the fly in the ointment, as one might put it, 
is that where two or more men practice in the same area 
one only is inspector, and so visits and tests the animal 
of the client 01 another practitioner, who can only be 
present as a looker on. It seems to me that the adop¬ 
tion of the panel system as used for the insurance 
patients of the medical profession would help us out of 
this difficulty. 

The whole-time veterinary inspector (administrator) 
requiring a report on anv herd, dairy or case of parasitic 
mange would find out if the owner was on the panel of 
veterinary surgeons A. B. or C.,and instead of motoring 
half way across a county to make the inspection at the 
expense of the ratepayers would request tne practitioner 
concerned to take necessary action. 

In this way each practitioner would be local inspector 
for his own clients. 

The suggestion needs, of course, consideration from a 
good many points of view. 

When one meets Professora who say “ you practition¬ 
ers must in the end lose the work; it must be done by 
whole-time men,” I feel inclined to say *' we will be 
damned if we will.” After all, “there are more ways 
than one even of killing a cat.”—Yours etc., 

Sudbury, March 26 . T. J. Faithfoll. 
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R.C.V.S. WAR MEMORIAL. 

The Secretary begs to acknowledge the receipt of the 
following donations, or promises of donations :— 


Burrell, H. £2 2 0 

Cargill Patrick, W. 2 2 0 

Cranford, Ft. L. 2 0 0 

Hancock, W. A. 2 2 0 

Payne, A. 110 

Trydell, F. W. 5 5 0 

West, E. A. 5 5 0 


Previously reported 448 16 0 


£468 13 0 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1920. In each case the amount is 
£1 Is., except where otherwise indicated. 

Allen, H., Major, r.a.v.c.i Temple, J., Aberdare 
Hancock, W. A., Uxbridge, Young, J. Stow Wallington 
Middlesex, 1919-20 £2 2s. ( Amt. Mar. 24 £706 4 5 

Kennedy, W., Major, D.8.0. - 

Irishman, T., Major, r.a. v.c. £714 12 5 

Renfrew, J., Glasgow I Mar. SI. - 


Personal. 

Dunstan— On the 14th March, at Inversnaid, Lis- 
keard, Cornwall, to Margaret, wife of John Dunstan 
m.r.c.v.s., F.R.S.E., a daughter. 


WAR HONOURS. 

Buckingham Palace, March 25. 
The King held an Investiture in the Ball Room of 
the Palace at 11 o’clock. 

The following were severally introduced into the pre¬ 
sence of The King, when His Majesty invested them 
with the Insignia of the respective Divisions of the Or¬ 
ders into which they have been admitted 

TnE Most Excellent Order of the British Empire. 
(Officers—Military Division). 
***** 

Maj. Arthur Foster 

ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 

Extracts from London Gazette 
Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps 
War Office, Whitehall, Mar. 26. 
General Reserve of Officers. 

Maj. A. H. Lane (Lt.-Col. ret. T.F.) is removed on ar 
count of ill-health contracted on active service (March 
27), and is granted the rank of Lt.-Col 

Territorial Force. Mar. 29. 
Capt. R. Jones, having attained the age limit, is retd. 
(March 30), and retains rank of Capt. 


OBITUARY. 

Frederick William Taylor, m.r.c.v.s., Cheltenham. 

Graduated : London, April 1877. 
Mr. Taylor died March, 15th, aged 67. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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(a Confirmed, (5) Reported by Loo&l Authorities. f Counties affeoted, animals attacked :— 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Mar. 16, 1920 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
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1 
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Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Mar. 22, 1920. 
Not*.— The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. • As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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About Drugs and Instruments. 

Not many deoades ago a well known veterinary 
teaoher, deservedly of high repute as a clinician, 
used to tell his students that a thorough knowledge 
of the actions and uses of 11 about twenty ” drugs 
sufficed for the therapeutic requirements of general 
practice. This dictum might require a little modi¬ 
fication to-day, but still retains much truth. Not a 
few most valuable therapeutic discoveries have been 
made since then—nothing, for instance, can now be 
an adequate substitute for a reliable supra-renal 
preparation. But it still remains true that a veteri¬ 
narian can, if he chooses, carry on general practice 
perfectly well with a much smaller number of drugs 
than many practitioners seem to think necessary. 

Probably the experience of the war brought this 
point home to many men. It certainly did to some 
—as shown by Mr. G. W. Bloxsome, in a recent 
paper upon war experiences to the Southern Coun¬ 
ties Society. He commented upon “ the really 
wonderful results that can be attained with the 
barest minimum of drugs and appliances," and then 
mentioned the contrast between “ the well filled 
shelves of the average pharmacy and the officer’s 
chest of the R.A.V.C.," as suggesting tbe question 
anent the former, “ Are all these things necessary? " 
The answer is that a great many of them are not 
really necessary. Doubtless the use of a good 
yariety of drugs has its advantages. It may be con¬ 
venient, it certainly adds to the interest of practice, 
and it should also help to stimulate clinical observa¬ 
tion. Yet if we consider how large a proportion of 
the drugs usually found in our pharmacies can be 
used as substitutes for each other, and the variety 
of different uses to which some drugs can be put, it 
beeomes certain that a comparatively few, if well- 
chosen, can be made to answer all practical pur¬ 
poses. 

Something like this might also be said of instru¬ 
ments. Some men use a great variety, others very 
few; and many of the ablest surgeons come nearer 
the latter class than the former. Neither with 
drugs or instruments is a very large assortment 
really necessary; a comparatively small one will be 
adequate, provided it has been selected wisely. 
Men with good practices and large establishments 
need not greatly concern themselves with this ques¬ 
tion ; many of the rank and file practitioners may 
find it worth some study. 


ON THE OCCURRENCE OF TYROGLYPHUS 
LONGIOR GERVAIS IN SKIN SCRAPINGS 
OF HORSES. 

A. W. Noel Fillers, f.r.cs.v.s., Liverpool. 

In a previous note 1 1 have given a short account 
of the finding of Aleurobius farinae (de Geer) in skin 
scrapings of horses. I have alBO encountered Tyro- 
g typhus hngior several times. In a great many oases 
the specimens are very badly damaged after having 
passed through the processes used to detect mange 
mites, especially boiling in caustic potash solutions, 
Like the former mite, this species is rarely noticed 
in psoroptic positive scrapings, often in sarcoptio 
positive, and most often alone. The explanation is 
that the longer one searches the more likely is one 
to run across some form of an usually non-parasitic 
mite. Acarologists are beginning to doubt whether 
Gervais was right in separating T. siro from T. lon- 
gior as a distinct species, as most of the distinguish¬ 
ing features seem to break down. For this reason 
there has been a great deal of confusion between the 
two species. The damaged specimen shown in Fig. 
I, was forwarded to Prof. R. Newstead, p.r.s., who 
kindly examined it and pronounced it to be T. 
longior. 

Carpano 2 has already reported the presenoe of a 
Tyroglyphus in the crust and hairs of the skin of 
horses suspected of mange. Banks3 places the pre¬ 
sent species in the natural order Acarina: super¬ 
family Sarcoptoidea : family Tyrogtyphidae . 

This species is fully described in Michaels British 
Tyroglyphidae, from which I have taken Figs. II and 
III. The present note is of interest in the micro¬ 
scopic diagnosis of mange. Apart from other 
features, the legs shown in Fig. II d and e are quite 
easily distinguished from Sarcoptes and Psoroptes 
by the absence of pedicles and suckers on the termi¬ 
nal segments. Hypopial nymphse appear to be fairly 
commonly met with on the horse’s skin, I have 
therefore added Fig. Ill whioh shows this stage of 
tbe species now under consideration. In any exten¬ 
sive series of skin examinations for mange mites, this 
species is likely to be encountered. 

1 On the oocnrence of Aleurobius farinae (de Geer) in 
skin scrapings of Horses. Veterinary Record, Vol. XXII, 
No. 1619, July 19th, 1919, p 22. 

2 Carpano, M. On a mite of the genus Tyroglyphus, an 
accidental parasite of the horse. Clinica Veterinaria, Milan, 
XLI., No. 7, 1918. 

3 Banks, N. The acarina or mites. Report 108, United 
States, Dept, of Agriculture, Washington, 1915 




476 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


April io f 1920 


LINSEED OIL—DEATH FROM DRENCHING. 

W. E. Blackwell, m.r.o.v.s., Towcester. 

Subject. Heavy draught mare, in foal, due one 
month from the day I was called in. 

History. The mare had colioy pains, and was 
taken out of the team and brought home. The 
owner gave her one pint of linseed oil in a drenoh, 
nothing more, and sent for me. 

Symptoms. March 12th. On my arrival I found 
the mare breathing quickly, the respirations were 
sixty per minute. She had an anxious expression, 
but otherwise showed no sign of pain, and made no 
attempt to lie down. The temperature was 105°. 

Diagnosis. I could not understand the tempera¬ 
ture, and I told the owner so at the outset. 

Treatment. I asked him what he had given her, 
and also if the mare coughed whilst he was drench¬ 
ing her, and he replied “ yes, she did a bit, but 
nothing to hurt.” This was 6.30 p.m. I then gave 
her two stimulant balls, and stayed awhile. This 
treatment I continued daily to the end of the case. 

Progress. At 9 p.m. the same night, the tempera¬ 
ture had fallen to 101*5°, but the breathing was 
unaltered. 

March 13th. Temperature still 105"; No alter¬ 
ation in the breathing; The mare had no colicy 
pains since I left; No appetite. 

March 14th. Eating fairly well; Breathing better; 
Looked less anxious, and brighter; Temperature 
104*5°; Bowels working well; Water passed nor¬ 
mally. 

March 15th. Not eating so well; Bowels acting 
satisfactorily; Urination alright; Temperature 104.5°; 

March 16th. Great change for the worse ; Mare 
sweating ; Very anxious expression; Restless; Pulse 
almost imperceptible; Ears clammy; Very foetid 
breath; Blood Btained discharge from nose, both 
sides; Temperature 105°. 

I advised slaughter. 

Post-mortem , Same day. One fourth of left lung 
green and gangrenous A yellowish putrid, fibrin¬ 
ous deposit on lung and chest wall over diseased 
area. One gallon fluid, putrid, and with a very of¬ 
fensive odour, in the chest cavity. 

Remarks. (1) The fatal consequences of suoh 
a little quantity of linseed oil going “down the 
wrong way.” (2) The rapid change in the lung. 
(3) The quick death. The mare would certainly 
have died within 12 hours if I had not ordered, or 
rather advised, slaughter. This I did, of course, to 
prevent unnecessary suffering. (4) As drenching 
with linseed oil is a very common thing to do in 
suoh cases, I thought it worth while to record the 
fact, that in this instance it had rapidly fatal con¬ 
sequences. 

It occurred to me that in some of the cases of 
chest disease for which our attendance is required 
both in horses and cattle, it may be caused or aggra¬ 
vated by drenching with linseed oil in this way. 1 
do not think a colic drink of liquid medicine would 
have caused death if given under similar circum¬ 
stances, and I was surprised to learn that a little 
linseed oil could do so much harm in so Bhort a 
time. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


The Precipitation Test in the Diagnosis op 
Rinderpest. 

F. Ruppert published an article upon this subject 

in the Deutsche Tierdrztliche Wochenschrift for 
1919. 

The diagnosis of rinderpest may be accomplished 
comparatively easily in Europe, but offers not in¬ 
considerable difficulties in regions where, as in Af¬ 
rica, it may be confused with other clinically similar 
affections. Malignant catarrhal fever, for example, 
has fever, liquid foetid diarrhoea, sero-purulent con¬ 
junctivitis, stomatitis, and diphtheroid membranes 
upon the gums and labial mucous membrane—all 
in common with rinderpest. But it is not only 
with malignant catarrhal fever that diagnostic con¬ 
fusions may occur. They may be caused by coast 
fever, and by a form of paralysis that prevails in 
Africa. In rinderpest there are not, as has errone¬ 
ously been thought, absolutely certain typical ap¬ 
pearances in the stomach and intestine. That may 
be correct for regions where rinderpest has not been 
seen for decades, but is not the case in countries 
where the animals bear in themselves a species of 
congenital or acquired immunity. In more than 
60% of the cases examined post-mortem by the 
author, the slight inflammatory conditions of the 
stomach and intestine had nothing characteristic of 
rinderpest. On the other hand, the haemorrhagic 
inflammation which accompanies coast fever is not 
distinguishable from that observed in grave cases of 
bovine rinderpest, and differential diagnosis is only 
possible by the microscope. 

In view of this state of things, various attempts 
have been made at the Institute at Mpapna to dis¬ 
cover some means of aiding the differential-diagno¬ 
sis. The author believes that he has found such an 
aid in the preoipitation test. 

He found specific precipitins in the serum of a 
serum-producing animal, into whose veins, with the 
aid of hyjper-immunisation, some litres of blood 
from a bovine in the acute period of the disease had 
been introduced. He then performed the zonal re¬ 
action with this serum (diluted) and with a chloro¬ 
form extract of an organ of a bovine dead of rinder 
pest. Testing twenty-five of such rinderpest organs, 
proceeding from various sources, he obtained posi¬ 
tive results in all the cases. Negative results were 
obtained in all the tests made with normal sera and 
extracts, or with physiological solution. Tests made 
with organs of cattle affected with coast fever and 
with piroplasmosis also gave negative results. 

In positive cases, the zonal reaction appears 
rapidly, being complete after a minute. The pre¬ 
cipitation reaction therefore appears to be a speoific 
diagnostic method worthy of consideration. 

A few experiments (insufficient for the purpose) 
were made with regard to deviation of the comple¬ 
ment. These did not give the expected results; 
but all the researches were interrupted by the 
war.— (La Clinica Veterinaria). 
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The Therapeutic Applications op Copper 
Sulphate. 

De Serain has tested the efficacy of copper sul¬ 
phate in internal medication and in surgery, and 
published his results in La Presse M^dicale for 
1918. Internally, copper sulphate may be used in 
pills or by endovenous injection. It appears to 
answer admirably in various coli-bacilloses and 
paracoli-bacilloses, rendering the fsBces inodorous, 
and sometimes showing itself superior to the lactic fer¬ 
ments. Another certain indication of the drug is in 
conditions where septicaemia symptoms or pyogenic 
complications are present (pyemia, streptococ- 
coemia). 

In the human subject, 1J grains of copper sul¬ 
phate daily are given internally. Endovenously, 
from 5 c.c. to 10 c.c. of a 1 in 2000 solution are 
given. 

For external application, copper sulphate may be 
used as a lotion (1 in 1000 to 1 in 2000J, a powder 
(one part of copper sulphate to 50 of talc), or as an 
ointment in conjunction with zinc oxide, vaseline, 
and lanolin .—(La Clinica Veterinaria). 

W.R.C. 


VETERINARY SURGEONS ACT (1881) 
AMENDMENT. 

A BILL (as amended by Standing Committee B) 
To amend the Acts relating to the Practice of Veterinary 
Surgery and Medicine. 

Presented by Sir W. Watson Cheyne, supported by 
Mr. Acland, Mr. Cautley, Major Courthorpe, Mr. Fitzroy, 
Sir Beville Stanier, and Col. Morrough Wilson. 

Ordered, by the House of Commons, to be Printed, 
30 March, 1920. 

Whereas it is desirable to provide further funds for 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons to enable it 
to conduct examinations, prosecutions, and inquiries, 
authorised by statute and generally to carry out such 
other objects or duties as may be considered beneficial 
to the veterinary profession and necessary for the pro¬ 
motion of the art and science of veterinary medicine and 
surgery: 

And whereas doubts have arisen whether persons 
registered as existing practitioners under section fifteen 
of the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881 are subject to the 
jurisdiction of tne Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
as conferred on them by that Act in respect of persons 
on the Register of Veterinary Surgeons : 

And whereas it is desirable that persons registered as 
existing practitioners shall be entitled to style themselves 
veterinary surgeons : 

And whereas the profession of veterinary surgeons is 
not protected from unqualified persons practising as 
such under the cover of registration under the Joint 
Stock Companies Acts: 

Be it therefore enacted by the King’s most Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this 
present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows :— 

1. This Act shall be supplemental to and read with 
the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881 (herein after called 
the principal Act), and the Veterinary Surgeons Amend¬ 
ment Act, 1900, and may be cited as the Veterinary 
Surgeons Act (1881) Amendment Act, 1920, and shall 
come into operation on the first day of October one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty. 


2. (1) An annual fee of one guinea shall be payable 
on the first day of April in each year or on sucn other 
date as the council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons may from time to time determine, by every 
member of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
save as excepted in sub-section (4) hereof, such fee to be 

g iid to the registrar of the Royal College of Veterinary 
urgeons on or before the thirtieth day of April, or such 
other day as the said council may from time to time 
determine, in each year. On receipt of such fee the 
registrar shall cause to be posted to tne member paying 
the same a copy of the Register of Veterinary Surgeons 
free of all cost. 

(2) If the annual fee of any member shall not have 
been paid on or before the thirtieth day of April (or such 
other day as the said council may from time to time 
determine) in any year, the registrar shall send to such 
member by registered post at the address given in the 
Register of Veterinary Surgeons for the time being, or to 
any other address of which written notice shall have 
been given by such member to the registrar, a notice 
requiring payment, and if such payment shall not be 
made within one month from posting such notice a final 
notice shall be sent to such member by registered post. 

(3) If any member of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons shall not have paid such annual fee for the 
time being within one month from the posting of the 
final notice mentioned in the last preceding subsection, 
thereupon such unpaid fee shall become and be a debt 
due and poyable to the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons at the then existing head office of the college, 
and if the member so making default be ordinarily 
resident or domiciled in England or Wales may be sued 
for and recovered in the county court having jurisdiction 
oyer the district in which the said office may for the 
time being be situate, and if the member so making 
default be ordinarily resident or domiciled in Scotland 
such debt may be sued for and recovered in the sheriff 
court of the sheriffdom of the Lothians and Peebles at 
Edinburgh, and if the member so making default be 
ordinarily resident or domiciled in Ireland such debt 
may be sued for and recovered in the Civil Bill Court in 
Duhlin : Provided always that the council shall have 
power to withhold such proceedings for the recovery of 
the said fee in cases in which in the opinion of the 
council the member is unable to pay. In any such pro¬ 
ceedings a certificate purporting to be under the hand of 
the secretary of the college setting forth that a member’s 
subscription is due and unpaid shall be prim a facie 
evidence thereof and of a member’s default m payment. 

(4) This section shall not apply to members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons who do not practise 
in the United Kingdom or to holders of the veterinary 
certificate of the Highland and Agricultural Society who 
have been or may hereafter be admitted as members of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons in conformity 
with clauses one and two of the supplemental charter of 
1879 granted to the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
or to existing practitioners as defined in section fifteen 
of the principal Act. 

(5) The council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons shall forthwith prepare and pass byelaws for 
the disposition of the money from time to time received 
in respect of the annual fee, and shall have power from 
time to time to add to, vary, and alter the same (such 
byelaws, additions, variations, and alterations to be made 
and carried out subject to the conditions prescribed in 
the charter of the college dated eighth March eighteen 
hundred and forty-four): Provided always, that such 
byelaws and any alterations thereto shall have no force 
or validity until the same shall have been submitted to, 
and approved by, the Privy Council. 

3. From and after the commencement of this Act all 
persons duly registered as existing practitioners, in 
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accordance with section fifteen of the principal Act, and 
whose names are on the register kept for that purpose, 
shall be entitled to style themselves veterinarysurgeons, 
and shall be subject to the jurisdiction of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons in all respects and in like 
manner as if they were members of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, and shall be liable in like manner 
to have their names removed from the register of exist¬ 
ing practitioners by the council of the said college, and 
shall in like manner be bound by any byelaws already 
made, and which may hereafter be duly made defining 
what amounts to conduct disgrace!ul in a professional 
respect within the meaning of section six of the principal 
Act 

4. Anything which would be an offence under the 
Veterinary Surgeons Act if committed by an individual 
shall be an offence if committed by a company registered 
under the Companies Acts. 


NATIONAL V.M.A.—IRISH BRANCH 

THE VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
OF IRELAND. 


A general meeting * of the Association was held at the 

R. C.V.I. on August 26th, 1919. 

The following members and visitors were present :— 
Members : John Holland, B. P. J. Mahony, J. H. 
Norris, T. Q. Browne, W. W. Malone, F. McShane, M. 
Darby, J. O'Donoghue, Jas. Malone, A. J. Moffett, W. 
H. Wilkinson, E. V. Kelly, E. McSwiney, A. C. Duncan, 
D. Kehoe, J. J. Cosgrove, J. H. Taylor, J. B. Dunlop, J. 
J. O'Connor, L. M. Magee, J. S. McCann, F. J. Daly, 
Capt. P. D. Reavy, W. P. Cushnahan, O. I). Neavy, P. 
J. Howard, J. F. Healy, E. C. Winter, James Doyle, W. 
J. Doyle. 

Visitot s : Major Murray Jones, Lt.-Col. A. S. Doherty, 
Major L. A. Mountjoy, M. Connolly, J. Herschman, P. 
C. Du Plessis, Chas. Rea, V. E. Stack, F. C. E. Glyer, 
Capt H. R. D. Seddon, Thos. Hall, M. W. S. Sheppard 

S. W. de Villiers, John Hickey, T. H. Evans, Ed. James, 
Capt. E. H. Wyley, M. J. Glynn, E. Watson, Lt.-Col. J. 
Kendall, a.a.v.c., Major Worthington, a.a.v.c., Capt H. 
M. Michberry, a.a.v.c. 

The proceedings commenced with a series of surgical 
demonstrations, given on the plat of grass in the centre 
of the College quadrangle, as follows :— 

(1) Administration of chloroform in the standing 
position to a yearling colt for castration, by Mr. L. M. 
Magee. 

The colt fell within a few minutes and lay motion- 
less during the operation, which was performed with the 
animal lying on the near side and the upper hind limb 
fixed forward to the shoulder. The instrument used 
was the Haussmann and Dunn emasculator. After the 
first testicle was removed the sponge wa& taken out of 
the muzzle, and within a few minutes after the removal 
of the second one the colt was on his feet. There was 
no haemorrhage. 

(2) Castration of a thoroughbred yearling colt in the 
standing position by Mr. S. Bailie, Newtownards. 

The colt was backed into a corner and held by one 
man with a cavessan and twitch. The operation was 
very expeditiously done, the two testicles being released 
by a single incision on each side, and both cords being 
severed at once by including both in the 4craseur, care 

* Owing to failure of the reporter to transcribe and return 
ike shorthand notes of this meeting, the publications of its 
proceedings has been delayed, and they are now given in a 
summarised form. 


being taken to have the fibrous part of the cord next the 
shaft of the instrument to insure better crushing of the 
arteries. The animal offered no resistance during the 
procedure. 

- (3) Castration of calves in the standing position^ by 
Mr. L. M. Magee, by means of the Haussman and Dunn 
castrator. 

(4) Castration of a number of rains and calves by 
means of the Italian instrument , by Mr. L. M. Magee 
and Mr. P. J. Howard. 

They demonstrated the method of ensuring that the 
cord is caught between the jaws of the forceps, and does 
not slip therefrom before being crushed. The method 
created a very favourable impression, on account of its 
safety and simplicity, especially for rams. 

(5) Castration of a cryptorchid through the flank % by 
Mr. L. M. Magee, the subject being an old pony with 
retention of the off testicle. The animal was cast on 
the near side, and chloroformed. The site of operation 
was clipped, and dressed with tinct of iodine and the 
operator washed his hands and bathed them in an anti¬ 
septic liquid ; made a cutaneous incision at right angles 
to the long axis of the body at the level of the curl of the 
hair, about five inches long, with its lower commissure 
immediately above the fold of Bkin in front of the stifle, 
separated the muscle fibres and punctured the peritoneum 
with the fingers, inserted his hand and arm almost to the 
elbow into the peritoneal cavity, and after a short search 
withdrew the testicle and removed it with the emascu¬ 
lator. 

The muscular wound closed spontaneously by the 
muscular fibres coming together, and was not sutured. 
The skin wound was closed by interrupted silk su- 
tnres. 

Operation for Quittor by Professor J, J. O’Connor. 
The subject was a fine looking chestnut draft mare, lame 
from quittor on the inside of the off fore foot. The mare 
was cast on the off side and choroformed, and the affected 
limb was fixed on the upper hind just above the hock, 
with the foot projecting behind it, m a convenient posi¬ 
tion for operation. 

The usual classical operation was performed. The 
horn of the corresponding quarter and heel having been 
removed and a tourniquet having been applied below the 
knee, an incision was made between the laminse and the 
coronary band, the band and skin separated from the 
outer surface of the cartilage and the latter removed by 
the aid of the sage knives and the curette. 

The extreme antero inferior extremity of the cartilage 
was found necrosed, showing the typical emerald green 
appearance. The wound was swabbed with tinct of 
iodine, dressed with iodoform, and covered with a pad of 
gauze and cotton wool as a bandage. A leather boot 
with a solid wooden sole was put on. 

All the operations proved successful, uninterrupted 
healing took place and the desired effects were produced. 

At the conclusion of the demonstrations, Mr. J. B. 
Dunlop entertained the Company to high tea in the 
Board Room of the College. His hospitality was greatly 
appreciated. After tea the meeting was continued in the 
large lecture theatre when routine business was dealt 
with and the postponed discussion on Mr. Daly’s paper 
on “Some clinical cases” read at the last meeting of the 
Association, was proceeded with and proved most in¬ 
teresting and instructive. A prolonged discussion also 
ensued in connection with the surgical demonstrations. 
Some specimens and instruments were exhibited viz.— 

(1) An Embryotony Saw , shown by Mr. J. F. Healy, 
in the form of twisted wire with a ring at either end, 
brought from Belgium by Capt. M. O’Sullivan. M.C., 
R.A.Y.C., and said to be exceedingly useful. 

(2) A curette for removing Meconium from the rec¬ 
tum of the foal shown by Mr. McSwiney, Cork. 
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(3) A Pregnant Uterus successfully removed from a 
toy-terrier. Sent by Mr. Patrick, Mullingar 

(4) A teratomatous testicle successfully removed by 
Prof. O’Connor from a two years old colt, which was also 
affected with a scrotal hernia on the side of the retained 
testicle. When recent, the abnormal testicle was the size 
-of a child’s head, and was composed partly of a cyst con¬ 
taining fluid ami partly of a number of well.developed 
molar teeth. Owing to ite large size great difficulty was 
experienced in extracting it from the abdomen, even after 
puncturing the cyst and allowing its contents to escape. 

All the speakers referred enthusiastically to the very 
interesting and instructive nature of the meeting, and 
expressed the hope that similar practical meetings would 
be held in future. The President Mr. L. M Magee, was 
warmly congratulated on the success of his efforts to 
provide suitable subjects for the demonstrations. 

Votes of thanks to the essayist, the demonstrators, to 
Mr. Dunlop and to the President terminated the proceed¬ 
ings, which lasted from 3 p.m. to 11 p.m. 


A general meeting was held on the 20th November, 
1919, in the Gresham Hotel, Dublin. There were present, 
Mr. Magee, President, in the chair, also Messrs. J. F. 
Healy, W. W. Malone, J. H. Norris, J. Holland, W. H. 
Wilkinson, P. F. Dolan, A. J. Moffett, J. Doyle, M. Bar- 
low, J. B. Dunlop, Capt. Reavy, and Professor T. G. 
Browne. 

Apologies for non-attendanae were received from 
Messrs. F. Kerr J. S. McCann, J. W. Nolans. 

Capt. Reavy read letter from the North of Ireland 
V.M.A. outlining Mr. Johnston’s sheme for the forming 
of a Veterinary Section of the proposed Ministry of 
Health Council in Ireland. Mr. Wilkinson proposed 
and Mr. Dolan seconded that this letter be circulated 
amongst the profession and a special general meeting be 
summoned to discuss the matter. 

As an amendment Mr. Norris proposed and Mr. Hol¬ 
land seconded that the matter be dealt with at this 
meeting. After some discussion the amendment was 
carried. After further discussion Mr. Wilkinson pro¬ 
posed and Capt. Reavy seconded that we should strong¬ 
ly support Mr. Johnston in the action he had taken. 
This was passed unanimously. 

Report of Council. 

A meeting was held at the Royal Veterinary College 
on the 16th October, 1919. 

It was arranged to hold the next general meeting in 
the Gresham Hotel, on the evening of Thursday, No¬ 
vember 20tb, at 7.30 p.m. Mr. Barlow to read a paper 
in connection with cattle practice. Reporter to be en¬ 
gaged if possible. 

Mr. McDonald of Slaney Quarter, Tullow, Co. Carlow, 
was proposed for membership by Mr. J. Holland, secon¬ 
ded oy Prof. O’Connor and duly elected. | 

Accounts for printing were passed for payment. 

It was announced that Mr. C. P. Neser, B.A., b.sc. 
gained the highest aggregate of marks in his professional 
examination of July 1920 entitling him to the medal 
granted by the V.M.A.I. Directions were given for the 
medal to be awarded. 

Mr. Barlow recited some cases he had met with in 
cattle practice. These included mastitis, eversion of the 
uterus, bracken poisoning, and foreign bodies in the 
throat. This led to a very interesting and animated 
discussion. 

Votes of (hanks were passed to the Chairman and Mr. 
Barlow, and the meeting closed. 

Annual General Meeting. 

The Annual General Meeting of the V.M.A.I. was held 
in the Gresham Hotel, Dublin, on January 28th. The 
following members were present—Mr. L. M. Magee 1 


President, in the chair, Messrs. W. H. Wilkinson, J. J. 
Kelly, J. F. Daly, J. Doyle, J. H. Norris, Professors 
Craig, Kehoe, Browne, O’Connor and Capt. P. D. Reavy. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, con¬ 
firmed and signed. 

Correspondence. The Hon. Sec. read the following 
correspondence 

(1) A communication from the N. of I. V.M.A. em¬ 
bodying a scale of fees to be charged to all Insurance 
Co., for the examination of and reporting on horses and 
cattle as to their soundness or otherwise, viz — 

“Examination and Reporting on Horses and Cattle at 
Surgery—1 to 3 animals, 10/- each ; 4 to 10, 5/- each; 
from 11 upwards, 2/6 each. 

Examination and Reporting on horses and Cattle at 
Proposers own premises:—The above fees plus Visit 
fees. 

Post Mortem Examinations and Reports :—£1 1 0 
each animal plus Visit fee. It was also agreed that each 
member will increase his Visit fees by at least 50 per 
cent, above pre-war charges.” 

It was unanimously resolved that the Scale of Fees 
adopted by the N. of I.V.M.A. be supported. 

(2) A resolution passed at a recent meeting of the N. 
of I.V.M.A. :- 

The Department of Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction for Ireland Examination of 
Stallion Fees. 

“ That in the opinion of this Association, the fee of 
£3 3s. per day, offered by the Department of Agriculture 
and Technical Instruction for Ireland to the members of 
the Veterinary Profession, for the examination of Stal¬ 
lions under the new breeding scheme, is entirely inad¬ 
equate, in view of the loss of time involved and the great 
importance of the duties required. We consider that the 
lowest fee offered should be £5 5s. per day, and that all 
incidental expenses should be correspondingly increased.’* 

Copies of this resolution to be forwarded to the Rt. 
Hon. Hugh T. Barrie, M.P., Vice-President D.A.T.I. ; 
T. P. Gill, Esq., Secretary D.A.T.I.; D. S. Prentice, Esq, 
Chief Veterinary Inspector D.A.T.I.; and the Secretary 
of the Treasury. 

It was unanimously resolved to approve of the resolu¬ 
tion. 

(3) A letter from Mr. Winter, Hon. Sec. Central 
V.M.A. (Ireland ):- 

My Dear O’Connor Will you please be good enough 
to bring before the members of the V.M.A. at a meeting 
on Wednesday the following resolutions unanimously 
passed at the General Meeting of the C.V.A. on the 
15th instant: 

L “That a fee of five guineas a day be demanded by 
civil veterinary surgeons engaged in government or other 
such work, with travelling and other necessary expenses, 
where incurred, and that copies of this resolution do sent 
to the D.A.T.I., the War Office, the B.A.F. (England) and 
other bodies concerned.” 

2 “That this meeting is of opinion that the Tuber¬ 
culosis Act should be worked by veterinary surgeons on 
a fee basis for the work actually done instead of a fixed 
salary, as heretofore, as that salary in a great many cases 
was insufficient to pay travelling expenses now, and also 
as the proposed system would tend to greater efficiency 
in the working of the Act, which is valueless if not pro¬ 
perly worked. 

3 “That the fees charged to Insurance Companies be 
the same as to ordinary clients, some of the companies 
offering ridiculously low fees, on the plea that the busi¬ 
ness would not otherwise pay them. We are of opinion 
that this matter should be adjusted in the premiums and 
that the business should not De carried on at the expense 
of the profession.” 
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There was a long and animated discussion on those re¬ 
solutions, and I hope your members will give them their 
consideration. 

A resolution was also passed calling on the authorities 
to mitigate in some measure the present restrictions on 
motoring, as the members find it nard to do their work, 
no motors plying for hire in the country. 

It was proposed that we ask the government to accept 
the proposition put forward by the medical men, and 
endorsed by Mr. H. G. Burgess,—“ That the placing of a 
photograph of the driver on the ordinary licence be 
deemed sufficient. ’ 

Hoping you will have a good meeting, and wishing you 
every success in the coming year.—Yours faithfully, 

E. C. Winter, Hon. Sec. C.V.A. (I) 

Limerick, Jan. 26th. 

With regard to para. 1, it was decided to adopt the re¬ 
solution mentioned therein with this alteration—the in¬ 
sertion of the word “occasionally” after the word 
“ engaged ” thus “Veterinary Surgeons engaged occa¬ 
sionally in Government or other such work ” ; the reason 
for the alteration being that the original wording would 
include work of a permanent nature, and might therefore 
serve as a reason for refusing the concession required. 

Para. 2. It was resolved to call a meeting of the local 
Veterinary Inspectors who are members of the Associa¬ 
tion, for February 25th, to consider the increased scale 
of fees in connection with the working of the Tubercu¬ 
losis Order (1914). 

Para. 3. It was resolved that the scheme drawn up by 
the N. of I.V.M.A. be supported. 

Para. 4. It was decided that the Authorities be called 
upon to provide Veterinary Surgeons with facilities for 
the obtaining of petrol necessary in the practice of their 
profession. 

(4) A letter from Mr. Moffett, Galway, regretting 
inability to attend the meeting, and enclosing subscrip¬ 
tion. 

Suggesting the revision of fees and expenses agreed 
to by the V.M.A.I. in connection with the working of 
the Tuberculosis Order (1914) on account of the increased 
cost of living, etc. (The Hon. Sec. was instructed to 
rep,y) - 

Report op Council. 

A meeting of Council was held on Thursday, ,15 th 
January. Minutes of previous Council were read, and 
signed. 

Letters were received as follows :— 

Sanitary Institute asking for a delegate to be appoin¬ 
ted to attend the meeting of Congress to be held in 
Birmingham from July 19th to 24th July 1920. 

North of Ireland Veterinary Medical Association :— 

1. With reference to fees to be charged to Insurance 
Companies for examination and reporting on horses and 
cattle at the surgery, and at proposer’s own premises 
and for post-mortem examinations. 

2. Enclosing resolution re the Department of Agri¬ 
culture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, examina¬ 
tion stallion fees. 

3. Enclosing resolution re the employment of unquali¬ 
fied assistants. 

It was decided that these communications be referred 
to the annual general meeting. 

It was arranged to hold the annual general meeting at 
the Gresham Hotel on Wednesday 28tn inst. to be fol¬ 
lowed by a dinner. Meeting to commence at 6.30 p.m. 
The Dinner Committee to consist of Prof.[0’Connor and 
Mr. W. H. Wilkinson. 

The following were nominated to serve on the Council 
in 1920 and 1921, election to take place (at the meet¬ 
ing. 


President : Mr. Wilkinson, unopposed. 

Vice-Presidents : Messrs. J. B. Dunlop, W. P. Cushna- 
han and Prof. Craig. 

Hon. Secretary : Prof. O’Connor, unopposed. 

Hon. Treasurer : Prof. T. G. Browne, unopposed. 

Members of Council : Messrs. D. S. Prentice, J. S. 
McCann, W. W. Malone, F. J. Daly, J. J. Cosgrove, M. 
Barlow, W T. M. Browne and Prof. Kehoe. 

Arising out of the report it was agreed that if Mr. 
Watson go as delegate to the Congress of the Sanitary 
Institute on behalf of the Corporation of Dublin he 
should be asked to also represent the V.M.A.I. there¬ 
at. 

A Committee composed of Messrs. Magee, Heavy, 
Wilkinson, Norris and the Hon. Sec. was appointed to 
make arrangements for a dinner to be held after Eas¬ 
ter. 

Capt. S. Hunter, Capt. J. A. McMenamin and Mr. 
E. W. Little were elected members of the Association 
having been proposed and seconded by Mr. J. H. Norris 
and Prof. J. J. O’Connor. 

Election of Officers. 

The result was as follows :— 

President : Mr. W. H. Wilkinson. 

Vice Presidents : Prof. J. F. Craig and J. B. Dunlop. 

Hon. Treas. : Prof. L. G. Browne. 

Hon. Sec. : Prof. J. J. O’Connor. 

Members of Council: W. W. Malone, F. J. Daly, J. J. 
Cosgrove, M. Barlow, Prof. D. Kehoe. 

At the conclusion of the proceedings Mr. Magee vaca¬ 
ted the chair in favour of Mr. W. H. Wilkinson, the in¬ 
coming President, who delivered his inaugural address as 
follows:— 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 

By W. H. Wilkinson, m.r.c.v.s., Dublin. 

The first duty devolving upon me as your new Presi¬ 
dent, is to offer you my most sincere thanks for the hon¬ 
our you have conferred upon me this evening. Some 
25 years ago I came to Ireland a complete stranger, and 
for five or six years, whilst acting as assistant to my 
late friend Mr. Lambert, I was not a member of the 
V.M.A.I. probably because I was never approached 
upon the subject, but when I launched out upon my own, 
Mr. Watson invited me to join, and from that day to the 
present, I have been a consistent, though I must admit 
a very silent attendant, at our meetings and debates. 
We cannot all be orators, gentlemen, ana as it fell to my 
lot to be born on the other side of the channel, I missed 
the gift of eloquence, which is so universal among my 
fellow members. 

Since I joined your membership, some very ardent sup¬ 
porters whom we could ill afford to lose have crossed the 
great divide, but I am very pleased to say that there are 
atill some of the older members remaining with us, the 
best of fellows, most enthusiatic, and ever ready to impart 
their life experiences to the younger members who join 
us, and in my opinion both young and old can learn some¬ 
thing from a mutual and friendly exchange of views. 
Even hostile criticism, if made in good faith and in a 
friendly spirit, is helpful, and causes discussions which 
might not otherwise ensue. Personally I have never re¬ 
gretted becoming a member, because in my opinion asso¬ 
ciation with one’s fellow practitioners stimulates one’s 
sense of honour, broadens our minds, tends to disperse the 
secrecy and mystery—which as a rule is the principal 
stock-in-trade of the quack—makes us more tolerant of, 
and less likely to stoop to mean and petty actions towards 
each other. 

It has always been a source of regret to me that so 
many pmetitionera are indifferent to the claims of this 
and similar associations. It is not sufficient to pay one’s 
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subscription and remain away (though subscriptions are 
very necessary to carry on the association, and I by no 
means wish to suggest, that we do not require members 
who pay their subscriptions only). Circumstances alter 
cases—some members are situated at such a distance 
from Dublin that we can scarcely expect them to attend 
often ; still we have members, well-known to you all, who 
practise a very long way from here, carry on extensive 
practices, yet find time to attend most regularly —at great 
expense to themselves. 1 say all honour to them, and 
more shame to the members living in our midst who do 
not help us in any way, but are always ready to criticise 
us from the obscurity of a safe retreat, and to partake of 
any benefits which the association is able to obtain for 
its members. 

We are living in a democratic age, and no one knows 
the value of combination better than people who like 
myself employ skilled workers, and have had to bow 
(more or less graciously) to the demands of labour, 
backed up by the power of a skilfully devised and well 
trained trades union, the methods of which we as a pro¬ 
fession would do well to emulate. 

At no time in the history of the profession has our 
motto—“Vis unita fortior” been more appropriate than 
at the present moment. We have recently nad exper¬ 
ience of this in the appointment to a seat on the advisory 
council of Public Health of Mr. J. Ewing Johnston, of 
Belfast, backed up by the members of that virile body, 
the North of Ireland V.M.A., and by the efforts, carried 
oat with very great energy and at very considerable in¬ 
convenience, by Professor O’Connor and Captain Heavy. 
Without wishing to detract in the slightest degree from 
Mr. Johnston’s success in this matter—he was a fellow 
student, and I am personally aware that be can command 
very great influence, and has energy enough to employ 
it—still, I think he would be one of the first to admit, 
that to tackle such a job “on his own” without being in 
a position to show that he was supported by the mem¬ 
bers of his profession, would have been simply a case of 
“baying at the moon” and allowing others (there were 
plenty of applicants) to acquire the distinction which he 
so deservedly wod. 

To the young men I offer a special invitation to join us. 
Some will hold back from a sense of shyness ; let me as¬ 
sure them they will be made heartily welcome, and even 
if they do merely attend and try to look intelligent, (as 
I am sorry to say, I have tofplead guilty to) they will still 
be very welcome—their silence will scarcely be noticed, 
and never rudely criticised (except possibly by some well 
meaning though perhaps candid friend) as they will al¬ 
ways find plenty of other members only too willing as a 
rule to break the silence “for better or for worse.” 

I put myself forward as a living example of the suc¬ 
cess which is within the reach of one who can only claim 
to be a good listener. I have now occupied all the pos¬ 
itions attainable in the association, except that of trea¬ 
surer. I merely mention these to encourage the more 
retiring members to come forward and join up, as ail 
position are within their reach ; but I warn everyone 
that when it is assumed by the Council that one’s time 
is up for taking the Presidential chair you will simply be 
asked what are your initials, and no arguments are al¬ 
lowed. 

There is another function that associations of this kind 
can promote for its members, and a very important 
matter to my mind—improving the financial side of the 
Veterinarian’s existence. I see a great deal is being done 
in the matter by our confreres in England, and judging 
by the improved and adopted scale of fees as revealed in 
the columns of the Veterinary press—they were sorely 
needed, and still show very great discrepancies. 

I consider the proposed scale of increases are not at all 
commensurate with the enormous increase in expendi¬ 
ture one has to incur to carry on one’s profession, and 


lhat in some districts the fees charged are absurdly low. 
One often, from a humanitarian point, has to assist poor 
people, knowing there will be no financial return for the 
services rendered;but in my opinion the public are very 
much inclined to judge us by the estimate we place upon 
our services, and there is less reason at the present 
moment than ever there was to allow our clients off too 
cheaply—in the majority of cases, such sacrifices are not 
appreciated. 

Well, gentlemen, I may not prove much of an acquisi¬ 
tion to your Presidential chair, and I certainly plead 
guilty to having been almost entirely a looker on at our 
meetings; but I yield to no one in my sense of loyalty to 
the association and its members, and acknowledge freely 
and with gratitude the unvarying courtesy and kindness 
extended to me on every possible occasion, and have no 
doubt that if the countries which we represent could be 
brought into closer contact with each other, mistrust 
and misunderstanding would disappear, and be replaced 
by the same kindly sentiments which have invariably 
been extended to me, and are just as freely and warmly 
reciprocated. 

I accept the position of President, not from any sense 
of fitness to occupy the position, but simply as a duty 
devolving upon me, and if the same consideration and 
assistance is continued towards me as has been so gen¬ 
erously extended in the past, I hope to be able to hand 
over to my successor the position you have done me the 
honour of placing me in, as unsullied as it has been 
handed to me by my predecessor and very good friend 
Mr. Magee. 

Regarding the future of the profession : notwithstand¬ 
ing the large influx of students to our colleges, owing in 
a large degrees to the state-aid very properly rendered 
to them in return for their unselfish services so freely 
given in the country’s hour of need, I am decidedly of 
opinion that there will always be room for the man who 
acts uprightly and minds his business, and though for the 
unwary, the pitfalls are many designed by both man 
and nature, if one “plays the game” to his conscience 
and his fellow practitioners he will at least be sure of a 
decent living, though millionaires in the profession are 
far to seek—there is not the same scope for exploiting 
the brains of others that there is in a commercial career. 


The President was warmly applauded at the conclusion 
of his address. 

A vote of thanks to the outgoing President and Offi¬ 
cers concluded the meeting. 

J. J. O’Connor, Hon. Sec. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES DIVISION. 


The annual meeting of the Midland Counties Veteri¬ 
nary Medical Association was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Birmingham, on Friday February 27th. The chair was 
taken by the President, Mr. John Malcolm, Birmingham, 
and the other members present were Messrs. W. H. 
Brooke, F. L. Gooch, B. de Vine, T. Slipper, H. S. Rey¬ 
nolds. R. Over, L. C. Tipper, H. L. Pemberton, W. Trig¬ 
ger, T. Chambers, P. M. Evershed, J. Cormack, W. J. 
Dale, H. W. Dawes, J. Young, H. Yeomans, F. Cham¬ 
bers, J. Martin, J. W. Conchie, R. L. Green, W. J. 
White, J. Whyte, H. Tudor Hughes, R. Murray, H. B. 
Hiles, and H. J. Dawes, Hon. Sec. The visitors inclu¬ 
ded Mr. J. McKenna, President of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, Prof. Wooldridge, Prof. Gofton. 
Dr. S. J. Billington, Wolverhampton ; Mr. G. P. Male, 
Reading; Mr. P. T. Lindsey, Tamworth ; Mr. J. Mal¬ 
colm Armfield, Sheffield ; and Mr. J. Robertson, Stour¬ 
bridge. 
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Apologies for unavoidable absence were announced 
from Sir John M‘Fadyeao, Sir Gilbert Barline, Prof. 
Hobday, Prof. Charnock Bradley, Messrs. S. J. Marriott, 
R. Palmer, T. Hobson, T. Thompson, R. Clunas, Noel 
Fillers, D. R. Hoddinott, W. Tart, H. Turner, R. Cock- 
burn, F. B. O. Taylor, Trevor Spencer, E. Hall, J. J. 
Burch nail, E. Ringer, R. McGregor, F. C. Woolston, M. 
Sadler, C. Hunting, F. T. Prince, T. H. L. Duckworth, 
T. Ludlow, W. Gascoyne, R. L. Phillips, F. Stewart, D. 
Forwell, L. W. Heelis, W. E. Ison, J. W. Brittlebank, E. 
Franklin, B. Seeker, H. Thornton, C. F. Parsons, W. 
Forsyth, A. W. Findlay, B. Crofts, W. T. Olver, E. 
O’Neill, A. Over, Jackson Young and others. 

The circular convening the meeting was read, and the 
minutes of the previous meeting were read and con¬ 
firmed. 

Nominations. The Hon. Sec. nominated Mr. Jas. 
Robertson of Stourbridge as a member of the Association, 
also nominated Mr. P. T. Lindsey of Tamworth. 

Mr. Martin nominated his son, Mr. T. D. M. Martin of 
Wellington. 

Elections. The following gentlemen, duly nominated 
at the previous meeting, were now unanimously elected 
members of the Association Messrs. E. R. Hoddinott, 
of Evesham ; W. J. Dale, of Coventry ; W. F. Aston of 
Ludlow ; H. Tudor Hughes of Oswestry and M. Sadler 
of Burton-on-Trent. 

Correspondence. The Hon. Sec. read a letter from the 
Royal Sanitary Institute inviting the Association to send 
delegates as usual to the forthcoming Congress to be 
held at Birmingham from July 19th to 24th. 

The President said the Birmingham Corporation and 
the corporations of neighbouring towns were doing every¬ 
thing in their power to make the Congress a success. It 
was felt by a few of them that the veterinary profession 
was not as prominently identified with the Institute as 
it ought to be, and he appealed to the meeting to remedy 
that. Sir Stewart Stockman was presiding over the 
Veterinary Section and he deserved to be well suppor¬ 
ted. 

Several gentlemen present undertook to become pri¬ 
vate members of the Institute. 

It was resolved to appoint Mr. W. H. Brooke and Mr. 
W. E. Ison delegates from the Association. 

Irish Resolutions. 

The Hon. Sec. read a communication from the Central 
Veterinary Association (Ireland) inviting opinion on 
certain resolutions which they have passed on the sub¬ 
jects of fees for veterinary inspectors under the Tuber¬ 
culosis Act, and also fees for examining animals for In¬ 
surance Companies. 

In this latter connection a letter from Secretary of the 
National V.M.A. was read. 

The meeting decided to discuss this in camera , the 
ultimate decision being that the National Association 
should move in the matter on behalf of the profession. 

The following answers were given to two questions 
specifically put by the Secretary of the National 

Are you satisfied with the scale of fees at present 
prevailing 1—No. 

Is the present form of report by veterinary surgeons 
undertaking the examination of animals for Insurance 
Companies satisfactory 1—No. 

Is it advisable for veterinary surgeons to act as In¬ 
surance agents for Live Stock Insurance Companies for 
whom they also act as inspectors or examiners ?—There 
can be no objection to this. 

Representatives to Council N.V.A. Two vacancies on 
the delegation from this Association to the National 
caused by the deaths of Mr. J. A. Gold and Mr. W. S. 
Carless were now filled by the appointment of Mr. Bren¬ 
nan De Vine ancPMr. R. Over. The other representa¬ 
tives, Messrs. J. Malcolm, H. J. Dawes, W. H. Brooke 
and Hughes, were re-appointed. 


Council*s Report . The report of the Council, which 
met immediately prior to the general meeting, was 
adopted. Besides making recommendations as to the 
election of officers, it was suggested that the next place 
of meeting be Bristol or Rugby, the subject for discussion 
to be Clinical Cases introduced by members. 

Election of Officers. 

President . The President remarked that during the 
war it had been deemed advisable to retain the existing 
officers, and thus no change had been made for over five 
years. It was now proposed to revert to the old custom 
of electing a fresh President every year, which he be¬ 
lieved was a good thing for the Association. He bad 
therefore great pleasure in proposing that Mr. Reginald 
Over be elected President. Mr. Over, besides being an 
old member who attended the meetings very regularly, 
was their senior Vice-President, and he would have suc¬ 
ceeded to the chair long ago but for the arrangements 
referred to. 

Mr. Green, as a personal iriend of Mr. Over, claimed the 
privilege of seconding the motion, which was carried by 
acclamation. 

Mr. Over, in acknowleding the compliment, said be 
should rely on the support not only of the retiring Pre¬ 
sident and their very able Secretary, but also of the 
general body of members. 

Vice-Presidents. Mr. H. S. Reynolds was elected 
senior Vice-President, Mr. B. DeVine to be junior, and 
Mr. Malcolm, as the retiring President, ex-ojficio . 

Hon. Treasurer. Mr. W. H. Brooke was re-elected 
and Messrs. F. L. Gooch and R. C. Trigger, auditors. 

Council. The following were elected—Messrs. Cor- 
mack, Martin, Woodward, Pemberton, Heelis, Grasby, 
Ison, Slipper and the officers of the association. 

Hon. Secretary. Mr. Over said he would 1 ike to move 
the re-election of Mr. H. J. Dawes. He did not know 
what they would do without Mr. Dawes, who had been 
Secretary for so many years and who managed their af¬ 
fairs in such a thorough and business-like manner. 

The President, in seconding, said he was able perhaps 
more than anyone else to appreciate the worth of Mr. 
Dawes. No man had done more for the Association, 
and it would be a bad day for them when Mr. Dawes 
relinquished office. The motion wasunanimously carried. 

Mr. Dawes returned thanks for the honour. He said 
it was a pleasure to be officially associated with the 
work to-day because he felt that they were moving for¬ 
wards. The Association now had more members than 
at any previous period of its history, and he hoped the 
time was not far distant when the Midland Association 
was the strongest in the country. 

Votes of Thanks. Mr. T. Chambers moved a vote of 
thanks to the officers for their past services. He referred 
to the trying time through which the Association had 
passed during the war, and said it was a tribute to the 
zeal and loyalty of their officers that they held such a 
strong position to-day. He made special mention of the 
services rendered by the retiring President and the Hon. 
Secretary. 

Mr. Cormack seconded the motion which was carried. 

The President, in reply, said it was 39 years since he 
joined the Association and he had derived infinite plea¬ 
sure out of his long membership. Not only had it 
brought him into close contact with other members of 
the profession, but he had benefited by the many dis¬ 
cussions that had taken place. 

The Hon. Secretary, who also responded, mentioned 
that he had held the office of secretary for 29 years and 
he enjoyed the work very much. 

Treasurer's Statement. The Hon. Treasurer presented 
his annual statement. This showed that the past year 
opened with a balance in hand of £77 Oil. Members 
subscriptions amounted to £40 14 6 and interest on War 
Stock to £5. The items on the expenditure aide were: 
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Fig. 1 Tyroglyphus longior x 80 . 
Damaged specimen from skin of horse. 


Fig. 2 . Tyroglyphus longior. 

a Adult female, ventral aspect x 45 
b Adult male, ventral aspect x 45 
c Adult male, dorsal aspect x 45 
d Fourth leg of adult male x 80 
e Second leg of adult male X 80 
(After Michael) 



3EHS EC 322f 


The new Badge of the R.A.V.C. 

Actual height 1$ in. 



Fig. 3 . Tyroglyphus longior. 

a Hypopial nymph, dorsal aspect X 120 
b Hypopial nymph, ventral aspect X 120 
c Sucker plate x 300 

(After Michael). 

To illustrate note by 
Mr. A. W. Noel Fillers. 
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annual sabs, to Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fand 
£5 5 0; affiliation fee to National Veterinary Associa¬ 
tion £2 19 0 ; donation to Anglo-Franco-Belgian Relief 
Fund £10 ; delegates 1 fees to Royal Sanitary Institute 
Congress, £2 2 0; delegates’ expenses to same £8 8 0; 
railway fares to readers of papers at quarterly meetings 
£6 ; Hon. Secretary’s expenses £34 9 6 ; Treasurer’s ex¬ 
penses 18/6 ; cheque book 2/-; leaving a balance in hand 
of £52 6 5. 

On the motion of Mr. Goocb, who testified that the 
accounts were in perfect order, seconded by the President, 
the balance sheet was adopted. 


THE ASTOR REPORT AND PROSPECTIVE 
LEGISLATION IN RELATION TO THE MILK 
SUPPLY. 

By A. Gofton, f.r.c.v.s., Edinburgh. 

In its final report, published last December, the Astor 
Committee sets forth the conclusions reached on the 
future of the milk supply, both immediate and more re¬ 
mote. These conclusions and the consequent recom¬ 
mendations have been much discussed in various quar¬ 
ters, but in our journals and the proceedings of the 
veterinary societies reference to the findings of the 
Committee has been absent, or at best conspicuously 
meagre. This is a matter for some surprise, since the 
report definitely intimates the decision of the Govern¬ 
ment to make important amendments in the Milk and 
Dairies Acts, and recommendations are also made which, 
assuming the decision of the Government takes concrete 
form, would probably materialise at an early date in the 
shape of departmental action complementary to the 
legislative amendments. It would appear, therefore, to 
be both appropriate and useful to devote some consider¬ 
ation to the proposed amendments and to the recommen¬ 
dations, in order that a clearer conception may be formed 
of some of the problems which will arise, and also in 
order that our position in relation to them may be better 
assessed. I have chosen the subject, which appears to 
roe most closely related to veterinary work and interests, 
but it is too large to be dealt with fully in one paper. I 
am obliged on the grounds of time, if for no other reason, 
to confine my remarks to certain aspects of it. 

The Committee expresses its welcome of the decision 
of the Government to amend the Milk and Dairies Acts 
in order that power may be taken “ to grade and to de¬ 
fine milk according to the way in which it has been pro¬ 
duced and treated.” Paragraph 86 of the report is quoted 
since it indicates the lines along which, in the the opini¬ 
on of the Committee, a system of grading of milk should 
proceed :—“ The two most useful and practicable meth¬ 
ods of grading milk are as follows :— 

1. Supervision through inspectors of the methods of 
production and handling. 

2. Examination of the milk as sold in relation to 
specified chemical and bacteriological standards (chemi¬ 
cal standards usually require not less than certain defi¬ 
nite percentages of milk fat and solids not fat, and the 
bacteriological standard requires that samples shall con¬ 
tain not more than a specified number of bacteria per 
c.c.). 

“The first of these demands a large staff of qualified 
inspectors, since conditions are imposed both as regards 
the health and housing of the cows, and the care and 
cleanliness shown over every detail of milk production 
and distribution. The second demands skilled technical 
workers for both methods of examination. A combina- 
of both of the above methods would appear to be neces¬ 
sary, in order that the nutritive quality of the milk may 
be guaranteed, and that it may be cleanly produced and 
kept free from contamination until it reaches the con¬ 
sumer.” 


One might add to this that the measures of success 
achieved would depend in no small degree on close co¬ 
operation between the inspectors and the technical 
workers, and on a clear understanding by each of the 
work done by the other, and of the difficulties encoun¬ 
tered in its performance. 

The introduction and general application of a system 
of grading on the above lines would be a much larger 
undertaking than may appear on first consideration, and 
ita administration would certainly entail very consider¬ 
able expenditure. It would necessitate the establish¬ 
ment and equipment of new laboratories and the exten¬ 
sion of those already in existence, tagether with a large 
increase of pertonnel both for indoor and outdoor work. 
In order to overtake and, at the same time, to confine 
expenditure within as reasonable limits as would be 
compatible with an approach to efficiency, it would seem 
desirable to eliminate wherever possible the duplication 
of establishments designed to carry out the same func¬ 
tions, and the overlapping of the duties of those on 
whom responsibility for the outdoor work would fall. 
The grouping of local authorities and the concentration 
of work in fixed centres for definite areas would help to 
restrict cost but would not solve the question of its fair 
and equitable distribution. 

Only a fraction of the milk consumed in towns and 
cities is produced within their borders, and conversely 
only a fraction of the dairy produce raised in the counties 
is consumed by the rural population. Matters are not 
simplified by the long distances over which milk is des¬ 
patched before it reaches the consumer. London, for 
example, draws milk from counties as far removed as 
Cornwall and Cumberland. The counties cannot reason¬ 
ably be expected to bear the cost of a procedure, the 
benefits of which would be reaped almost wholly by the 
towns. The invasion of the territory of one local auth¬ 
ority by the officials of another would not contribute to 
smoothness and efficiency of working, nor to the limit¬ 
ation of costs. It is obvious, therefore, that unless the 
towns could secure the co-operation of the counties, any 
efforts which the former might make would be materially 
hindered if not rendered futile. Co-ordination of effort 
and mutual confidence between the city and county 
authorities, combined with a just and fair apportionment 
of cost, would thus appear to be essential preliminaries. 

Opinions have differed as to whether a system of 
grading should be based on a combination of the chemical 
and bacteriological standards or solely on the latter. 
The only sound procedure would seem to be a combin¬ 
ation of the two standards. Grading accord ing to quality 
is definitely associated with a grading of prices, the better 
grades would demand, and rightly demand, a better 
price. The influence of grading for good would be 
dependent in no small degree on the right conferred on 
the producer to demand a higher price, for without the 
higher price, the main incentive to the production of the 
better quality would be wanting. To the consumer the 
official grading of milk in one of the higher categories 
would carry an implied guarantee of superiority, both 
hygienic and nutritive, and the demand for the higher 
grades by the public would be wholly dependent on the 
assurance of superiority in both respects. The market 
value of milk is its food value, and it is not possible to 
conceive of any just grounds whereby the right could be 
conferred on the producer to demand a higher price from 
the consumer for an article of food whose nutrient 
qualities were not of a higher standard, but might con¬ 
ceivably be lower than the normal, merely because it 
consistently contained a relatively small number of bac¬ 
teria. 

Grading on a hygienic basis only would defeat its own 
purpose. The public demand would fall as soon as the 
fact was appreciated that the higher grade and the higher 
price carried with them no assurance either of equality 
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or superiority in the food value of milk, which after all 
is its essential property. 

This question of double grading is referred to because 
the great majority of the lay public labour under the 
belief that all bacteria are disease-producing, or at least 
potential sources of danger to the human race. The 
admitted need for improvement in the hygienic quality 
of milk is being strongly impressed on the public, whilst 
relatively little attention is being directed to food values. 
There is thus a risk, which is not negligible, that the 
importance of the latter may be obscured by undue 
prominence given to the former. 

No system of grading which might be devised could 
become operative immediately after its introduction. A 
lapse of time would be essential during which the infor¬ 
mation necessary to permit of the grouping of milk into 
the different categories could be accumulated. A single 
test is not a fair criterion of the average quality of milk 
derived from any source, and would neither justify in¬ 
clusion in a particular category nor exclusion from it. 
A fair and just estimate could only be formed by a series 
of tests spread over a period of time. Nor can any sys¬ 
tem of grading guarantee that a particular milk will 
conform to the standard of the higher grades at all times. 
Check tests repeated at relatively short intervals, and 
especially applicable to the better qualities, would pro¬ 
vide the only means by which a degree of assurance 
could be obtained that the requisite standard was being 
maintained. An adverse result would entail daily or at 
least frequent repetition of the tests combined with en¬ 
quiry along the track of the milk from consumer to 
producer in order to ascertain and if possible to remove 
the causes on which it depends. Failure to re-attain the 
standard within a specified and necessarily short time 
must entail exclusion from the grade to which the parti¬ 
cular supply had been assigned. 

Many factors, some of which are beyond the control of 
the producer, exercise an influence on the chemical com¬ 
position of milk and give rise to variations in fat content 
This has been urged as a reason for excluding chemical 
composition from the principle of grading. It should be 
urged rather as a reason for closer investigation of the 
causes which lead to the variations, and of the means by 
which they can be avoided. In some of the Colonies a 
chemical standard is demanded of all milk which is 
higher than the presumptive British standard of 3% fat 
and 8*5 solids not fat. The following figures extracted 
from the Astor report show some of the standards laid 
down :- 




Fat. 

Solids not fat. 

Total sol 

Canada 

3*25 

8*5 

11*75 

Victoria 

3*5 

8-5 

12 

Tasmania 

35 

8*5 

12 

W. Australia 

32 

8*5 

11-7 

N. Zealand 

3*25 

8*5 

1175 


The American Association of Medical Milk Commis¬ 
sions lays down a 4% fat standard for certified milk, 
with a permissible range of 3*5 to 4*5 ; the fat standard 
to be determined at least once each month. 

The contention that a 3% fat standard cannot be con¬ 
sistently maintained in the mixed milk from a herd will 
not bear serious investigation. That it is not possible 
under conditions of indiscriminate breeding, or in the 
absence of judgment in the selection of the stock to be 
retained in the dairy herd, is admitted, especially if asso¬ 
ciated with errors of management, but the force of this 
admission lies in its demonstration of the need for care¬ 
ful selection of the stock used for breeding and reten¬ 
tion, in order that a definite and measurable grading in 
an upward direction shall be effected in respect both of 
qnality and quantity of milk yield. This principle of 
grading up is one of the fundamental objects of any sys¬ 
tem of grading. The Milk Record Societies have per- 


INSURANCE COMPANIES FEES. 

To the Editor of The Veterinary Record. 

Dear Sir,—The enclosed correspondence you may con¬ 
sider worth publishing in Record. It was sent to me in 
mistake together with a postal order for 5/-, the princely 
fee—which I have returned. It goes to shaw that some 
members of the profession have not sufficient grit to 
make a stand and refuse work from Insurance Compan¬ 
ies. 

Another instance of Insurance Companies’ generosity, 
and how they get the work done may be worth recording! 

I was consulted by the agent of Insurance Co. who 
handed me a form re the examination of a particular 
animal. In the corner of the form was stated the fee 
allowed for such examination, namely, 6/- I pointed out 
that it was insufficient to offer any professional man such 
a fee, considering the work required to be done. This 
he admitted, stating that he was not the responsible 
party. 

We parted, and it was not long after till I was in¬ 
formed that he had not far to go to find a V.S to do the 
job. Comment is superfluous.—Yours faithfully, 

J- Fox 
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Army, Nayy and General Assurance 
Association, Limited. 

217 Piccadilly, London, W. 1. 
Capt. J. For, m.r.c.v.s., Navan. 

Dear Sir,—We herewith have pleasure in enclosing 
postal order 5/- in payment of your fee on Mr. H. Garry's 
mare. 

Your kind acknowledgment will oblige.—Yours faith¬ 
fully, etc. 

Feb. 27th, 1920. 

A REMEDY FOR CANKER. 

Dear Sir,—In your issue of December 20th, 1919, page 
281,1 find that “Country Yet.” recommends Tr. benzoin 
co. in canker of the ear of the dog. I believe that I can 
beat it. 

If you will send me “ Country Vet's.” address or he 
will send it to me I will send him a liberal sample of a 
colloid silver salt. I think it is a specific, it causes no 
pain or irritation either on application or afterwards.— 
Very truly yours, 

Woodbury, New Jersey. Thos. B. Rogers. 


WAR HONOURS. 

The King has been pleased to give orders for the fol¬ 
lowing promotions in, and appointments to, the Civil 
Division of the Most Excellent Order of the British 
Empire for services in connexion .with the war, to be 
dated January 1, 1920 :— 

The Most Excellent Order of the British Empire. 

(Officers—o.b.e.) 

* * * * ii- 

Hill, Robert, Esq., Civil Veterinary Surgeon, Redhill 
Remount Dgpot. 

Newman, William, Esq., Civil Veterinary Practitioner 
in the Southern Command. 

ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 

Extracts from London Gautte 
Regular Forges. Royal Army Veterinary Corps 
War Office, Whitehall, Mar. 30. 
Capt. W. H. Walker, d.s.o., relinquishes temp, rank of 

Maj. (Jan. 18). 

Territorial Force Reserve. Mar. 31. 

Maj. D. M. Storrar, f.r.c.v.s., t.d., having attaiaed the 

age limit is retd. (April 1), and retains rank of Maj. 

with permission to wear prescribed uniform. 

The New Badge R.A.V.C. 

The raising of the Army Veterinary Corps to the 
status of a Royal Corps has necessitated a new badge to 
take the place of the A.V.C. monogram. 

The crest is a Centaur and represents Chiron, in the 
Greek mythology the son of Cronus and the ocean 
nymph Philyra. Chiron is stated to have been taught 
by Apollo and Artemis: and to have become the in¬ 
structor of Achilles and the master of Asclepius, to whom 
he taught the art of healing. He is represented as be¬ 
ing a wise, just, temperate being, the noblest specimen 
of the combination of the human and animal form. In 
addition to his knowledge of the healing art, he is also 
stated to have been an expert in hunting, music, gym¬ 
nastics, and the art of p.ophesy. Chiron met his end 
accidentally by a poisoned arrow shot by his friend 
Hercules when pursuing the savage Centaurs. He suf¬ 
fered such agony from the wound that he renounced I 


his immortality in favour of Prometheus, and was placed 
by Zeus among the stars as the constellation Sagittar¬ 
ius. 

The figure of Chiron has always been associated with 
the'Arms of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
and its selection as the badge of the Royal Corps is par¬ 
ticularly happy. We congratulate all those who are 
privileged to wear it, and trust that it will stimulate 
them to add lustre to a Corps which gained in the 
great war the enviable position of being the 41ite of the 
Military Veterinary Services of the world, and the 
greatest benefactor military animals have ever known. 


V.S. for West Mainland of Orkney 

At a meeting of members of the West Mainland Agri¬ 
cultural Society, it was decided to form an association 
distinct from and having no connection with the Agri¬ 
cultural Society, and also to levy an annual subscription 
of 3/- for members £30 rental and under ; 5/- for over 
£30 and under £100; and for those over £100, 10/-. 
The association considered they were in a position to 
offer a yearly premium of £100. After discussion, it 
was unanimously agreed that an effort should be made 
to secure the services of a veterinary surgeon as soon as 
possible. The parishes embraced by the association 
nave a combined annual rental or value of about £17,065, 
iB well opened up by good roadB, and should offer a good 
practice to a suitable man .—The Scottish Farmer. 


Glasgow Veterinary College.— The students held 
their first annual dance since the war period, in the 
Charing Cross Hall, on Monday 22nd mst. A large 
gathering of the students of the College and their friends, 
and many students from other Glasgow educational in¬ 
stitutions were present and spent a very enjoyable and 
successful evening. Amongst those present were Princi¬ 
pal and Mrs. Gaiger, Professor and Mrs. Imrie, Prof. 
Duncanson, Prof. J. R. McCall, and Prof. J. Lindsay. 


Personal. 

Gay—Bibbey.— On Thursday, March llth.aquiet wed¬ 
ding took place at St. James Church. Winnipeg, the 
Rev. W. H. Nicholson officiating, when Mary A. Bibbey, 
eldest daughter of Mr. H. Bibbey of Elm Grove, Wins- 
ford, Cheshire, was married to Mr. Victor Gay ofWatrous, 
Saskatchwan, Canada. 

The bride, who had only just arrived from England, 
was attended by Mr. Gay's cousin, Miss Edith Davies, as 
bride’s maid. The voung couple will spend a few days 
in the City, when they leave for Watrous, Saskatchwan. 
where they will reside in future. The good wishes of all 
their many friends go with them. 


OBITUARY. 

George Richard Griffiths, d.s.o., f.r.o.v.s., Lt. Col. 

Graduated Lond. March 1880. 

Lt. Col. Griffiths died on the 21st March, at his 
residence, Ferney Close, Hartley Witney, Hants. 

He joined the Army Veterinary Department in May 
1880. In 1882 he proceeded on service to Egypt, and 
was present at the actions of El Magfar, Masameh and 
Kassassin, battle of Tel-el-Kebir and forced march to 
Cairo. Medal with clasp ; bronze Star. 

He returned to England in November, 1882, and re¬ 
mained on home service until September, 1884, when he 
again went to Egypt with the Nile Expedition, and 
remained in that country until he retired on the Uth 
October, 1907. In May 1889 he was seconded for em¬ 
ployment with the Egyptian Army, and appointed P. V.O. 
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He was present at practically every engagement which 
led up to the battle of Omdurman in 1898, and subse- 
uent re conquest of the Sudan in 1899. His War 
ervices during this time are as follows 

Soudan Expedition, 1884-5—Nile, Clasp. 

Soudan, 1888-91—Suakin. As Principal Veterinary 
Surgeon. Action at Qamaizah. Mentioned in Des¬ 
patches. Clasp. Action of Toski. Clasp. 

Capture of Tokar, Feb. 91. 4th Class Osmanieh. 
Clasp to Bronze Star. 

Expedition to Dongola, 1896 —Ajb Principal Veterinary 
Officer. Operations of 7th June and 19th September. 
Despatches, London Gazette 3rd November, 1896; 
D.S.O., Egyptian Medal with 2 Clasps. 

Nile Expedition, 1897—Clasp to Egyptian Medal. 

Nile Expedition, 1898—Despatches, London Gazette, 
30th September, 1898. 3rd Class of the Medjidie. 
Granted next higher rate of pay of rank. Clasp to 
Egyptian Medal. Medal. 

Nile Expedition, 1899—Clasp to Egyptian Medal. 

He was mentioned three times in Despatches and re¬ 
ceived the following decorations :- D.S.O., 2 nd Class 

Medjidieh, and rank of Pasha, 4th Class Osmanieh 

He organised the Veterinary Service of the Egyptian 
Army and subsequently the Veterinary Department of 
the Sudan. His foresight and administrative capacity 
placed these services ahead of any other Military Veter¬ 
inary Service of that time. As a judge of Camels and 
Syrian horses and mules he probably has never been ex¬ 
celled, and on his expert advice and energy, the efficiency 
of the Mounted Units and Transport Service of the 
Egyptian Army greatly depended during the troubled 


times which followed the death of Gordon to the final 
settlement of the Sudan. 

Everyone who came in contact with him during the 
many years he served in Egypt knew him as “The 
Friendly”, and will be sorry to near of his death. His 
friends were Legion and his enemies, if any, very few. 

Augustus Bramall, m.r.c.v.s., Croston, Lancs. 

Lond : May, 1889. 

Died 1 st April, 1920, aged 52. 

Andrew Greenhill, Dennistoun, Glasgow. 

Glas : Dec. 1893 

Died 26th March, 1920, aged 50. 

Arthur Holl, m.r.c.v.s., New Buckenham, Norfolk. 

Lond : April 1869. 

Died 30th March, 1920, aged 71. 

F. T. Stanley, m.r.c.v.s., Montague St., Borough, s.e. 1. 

Lond : April, 1862. 
Mr. Stanley died at Thurlaston, Rugby, on April 3rd, 
aged 78. 

George Young, m.r.c.v.s., Haddington. 

Edin : April, 1865. 

Died 22 nd March, 1920, aged 74. 

West.— On the 20 th March at 8, Morton Crescent Ex¬ 
mouth, Pauline (Bobbie) the beloved wife of E. Alfred 
West, in her 61st year. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Period. 

Rabies. 1 

Cases 

r’nn fem 

! Anthrax 

Foot- 

And-Mouth 

Disease. 

Glanders, f 

Paraaitio 

Mange. 

Bheep 

Scab. 

»> 

Swine Fever. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(«) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(*>) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

09 

2 

0 

£ E 
■5 0 
o< 

Out- 1 
breaks 
(a) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(») 1 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

M 

1 Slaugh¬ 
tered. • 

Gt. BRfTAfN. 

Week ended April 3 

/ 1919 

Corresponding 1 . lft 

week in ] 



10 

10 




1 

68 

102 

4 

34 

12 

9 


1 

10 

10 

1 1 

1 10 

1 11 



1 

2 

4 

6 

136 

102 

44 

224 

260 

110 

2 

5 

5 

45 

19 

59 

10 

7 

_ 30 

Total for 14 weeks, 1920 

/ 1919 

Corresponding 1 191g 

period in | J917 

3 


138 

167 

S9 

2001 

10 

17 

1877 

3332 

256 

602 

214 

36 

2 

52 

96 

190 

71 

110 

222 

19 

1033 

4 

9 

10 

20 

30 

19 

2252 

1961 

1065 

4479 

3852 

2269 

194 

206 

327 

320 

214 

611 

105 

33 

226 


(a Confirmed, (6) Reported by Loo&l Authorities. t Counties affected, animals attacked :— 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, April 6, 1920 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 









Outbreaks 




IRELAND. Week ended Mar. 27. 
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2 
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1 
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2 

1 1917 ... 
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2 

12 


as 

Total for 13 weeks, 1919 

... 


... 

... 

1 

3 

50 

125 

2 

5 

f 1919 ... 

• • • 

Ml 

• •• 

• •• 

1 

1 

44 

114 

14 

47 

Corresponding period in -I 1918 ... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 


45 

135 

6 

26 

1 1917 ... 

2 

2 

... 

1 ... 

i 1 

1 | 

15 

166 

58 

367 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Mar. 29, 1920. 
Note.— The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. • As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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The Council Meeting. 

We print a portion of the report of Conn oil Meet¬ 
ing to-day; the consideration of most of its business 
must be deferred to next week. 

The financial situation demands the immediate 
attention of members. The present balance sheet 
speaks for itself; and there will be especially heavy 
calls upon the College funds in the immediate future. 
It cannot be held certain that the Bill now before 
Parliament will pass; and, even if it does, no money 
will become due under it till next year. Unless 
voluntary subscription is increased, a further sale 
of stock is inevitable. The Treasurer has received 
authority for this, and to an unlimited amount; but, 
in the present state of the market, any such sale 
would be a disastrous necessity. In view of the 
uncertain future, it ought to be avoided, but it can 
be avoided only in one way; and whether that way 
is taken depends, not upon the Council, but upon 
members outside. 

The next business is infinitely more complex. 
This is the report of what may be called the “ Special 
Committee on Man-Power,' and its discussion by 
the Council. So much looking into the future is 
necessary here, and so many possibilities are involved 
in the question, that any decision upon it looks very 
like a leap into the dark. The Committee recog¬ 
nises these difficulties; but whether it fully appre¬ 
ciates their gravity is another question. Many 
members will probably think the Committee at once 
too positive and too optimistic concerning the future 
absorptive capacity of the profession. Would an 
efficient Veterinary Public Health Service require so 
many as 1000 men ? Is it so certain that a great 
increase in our numbers would benefit either our¬ 
selves or the nation ?—And, if so, is not one of 50% 
excessive ? Members will find much food for thought 
in this report, and many will also find much material 
for criticism. 

One brief statement in the report is too signifi¬ 
cant to be overlooked. Canada, having two schools 
of her own, will need no more of our graduates. 
We have heard before that our Colonies overseas 
were likely to become independent of us in veteri¬ 
nary matters: one has now reached that stage. 
This has no inconsiderable bearing upon the ques¬ 
tion of manning the R.C.V.S. 


Foot and Mouth Disbask. 

The Ministry of Agriculture announces that tbe 
existence of foot and mouth disease was on Tuesday con¬ 
firmed among animals on premises at Frettenham, near 
Norwich. 
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THE ASTOR REPORT AND PROSPECTIVE 
LEGISLATION IN RELATION TO THE MILK 
SUPPLY. 

By A. Gofton, f.r.c.v.s., Edinburgh. 

(Concluded jrom p. 484 .) 

Great Britain has made no consistently organised 
effort to improve the hygienic standard of her milk sup¬ 
ply, and her position compares unfavourably with that 
of some of her Continental neighbours and with America. 
Denmark was one of the earliest in the field, and her 
efforts originated largely on the initiative of private en¬ 
terprise. They consisted mainly in the careful and rigid 
supervision of the conditions of production, collection, 
handling and transport, all of which were designed, in 
combination with thorough and efficient cooling at all 
stages between the cow and the consumer, to limit con¬ 
tamination and to prevent the multiplication of bacteria 
in the milk ; but no test appears to have been in oper¬ 
ation to determine the efficiency of the methods adop¬ 
ted. 

America has attempted most in the way of establish¬ 
ing an official standard of hygienic quality. This stan¬ 
dard is based on an estimation of the numbers of bacteria 
per c.c. of milk at the time of delivery to the consumer. 
The report makes it clear that the Astor Committee con¬ 
sidered the experience and practice of the U S.A. should 
form the basis of hygienic grading if adopted in this 
country. 

The most generally practised procedure in arriving at 
an estimate of the extent of bacterial contamination of 
milk consists in the inoculation of agar plates with defi¬ 
nite fractions of a c.c. of milk, and incubation at 37* C. 
Gelatine plates and incubation at room temperature are 
also favoured, as giving a higher and more representative 
bacterial count. In either case tbe numbers of colonies 
which develop are counted and on the assumption that 
each develops from a single bacterium an estimate of the 
total number present is ascertained by a simple arith¬ 
metical calculation. The result is obviously no more 
than is claimed for it—an estimate ; for apart from other 
factors many bacteria may be present to which the 
medium may be unsuitable or the conditions of incuba¬ 
tion inappropriate. Further, it is obvious that material 
variations in the estimated number of bacteria present 
in milk are liable to occur in consequence of variations 
in laboratory methods, in the composition of the media 
employed, and from other causes. It would therefore be 
essential in devising a system of grading on these lines 
to lay down a procedure which would ensure some ap¬ 
proach to uniformity in the results obtained, in order 
that thr y might be comparable, though at the best they 
would only be approximately so. 

The figures in the following table are extracted from 
Heineman’s recently published book “ Milk,” to show 
bacterial standards laid down in America for certain 
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grades of milk. The standard in each case is based on 
the condition of the milk at the time of delivery. 




Max. Bact. 

Pasteur Milk Max. Bact. 

Grading authority. 

Grade of 

per c.c. 

Raw Milk. 

per c.c. 

Milk. 

Betore. 

After. 

New York City 

A (Raw) 

60,000 



• > 

A. Past. 


200,000 

30,000 

• 1 

B. Past. 

f in city 

1,500,000) 

300,000 

C. Past. 

(outside ,, 

300,000 J 

300,000 

9 

Med. Milk Com¬ 
missions U.S.A. 

Certif. 

10,000 




If these standards be applied to some of the figures 
given in the appendix of the Astor report it will be seen 
that out of 21 samples supplied to seven London schools 
for mothers, 17 would be excluded from pasteurisation 
and subsequent sale as Grade B. milk. On these and 
presumably other similar facta, the Astor Committee 
expresses the opinion that almost all the milk sold in 
English cities, if offered for sale in New York, would be 
classified as Grade C, which it may be explained is 
labelled and canned in a manner which differentiates it 
from other grades, and is sold after pasteurisation for 
cooking and manufacturing purposes only. This opinion 
reflects seriously though perhaps not unjustly on our 
milk supplies, but the report does not give the whole of 
the facts on which the opinion is based. There can be 
little doubt however that a system of grading would 
demonstrate conditions which were at least not better 
than those prevailing in New York when grading was 
first introduced. 40% of the supplies then fell into the 
C. category, but two years of grading in New York are 
claimed to have effected the virtual disappearance of 
Grade C. milk from the market. 

An estimation of the numbers of bacteria of the B. 
coli type often constitutes a part of the routine exatnin- 
ation of milk, and in some instances the numbers of B. 
coli per c.c. is a feature of the bacteriological standard. 
The B coli found in milk are almost wholly of manurial 
origin, and a very prevalent belief exists that the num¬ 
bers present constitute a measure of manurial pollution. 
This is not correct aR applied to milk sampled on deliv¬ 
ery. A number of factors ojierating at various stages 
between the cow and the consumer are capable of ma¬ 
terially influencing multiplication. Of these, one of the 
moat important is temperature, a low temperature in¬ 
hibiting the growth of B. coli. Further, the opportuni¬ 
ties which occur for fresh contamination in the course of 
transport and handling are obvious, and different types 
of B. coli are not definitely associated with particular 
sources of contamination. Heineman, after a full dis¬ 
cussion of the subject, expresses the opinion that B. 
coli “ cannot at the present stage of our knowledge serve 
as a measure of manurial pollution, but does indicate 
that the milk has probably been kept at a temperature 
high enough to permit growth.” An estimation of B. 
coli may therefore help to explain a heavy bacterial 
contamination of milk, out will not contribute much to 
the location of its source. 

The vast majority of the bacteria in milk are incapa¬ 
ble of harm to the consumer, and the determination of 
the kinds present is of infinitely greater moment than 
mere numbers, since relatively few pathogenic bacteria 
may be capable of doing infinite harm. Unfortunately 
the rapid determination of kinds is not a practical rou¬ 
tine procedure, and in the case of those having pathoge¬ 
nic properties the damage is done before their presence 
can ne detected. Of the pathogenic bacteria found in 
milk, the tubercle bacillus probably takes first place in 
order of frequency—it is generally estimated that on an 
average 8% to 8*5% of mixed milks as delivered in cities 
and towns contain living tubercle bacilli. Their detec¬ 
tion in mixed milk is a slow procedure, and from a pub¬ 
lic health point of view their exclusion from the milk 


supply is more material than early detection. The es¬ 
tablishment of tubercle-free herds provides the only 
means by which this can be accomplished, and it is 
hardly necessary to say that no milk which is not the 
produce of tubercle-free herds could be accepted as 
falling within the higher categories. It may be added 
that the evidence of freedom from tuberculosis, to be 
considered sufficient for the purposes of grading, should 
be above suspicion. Rigid conditions may be formu¬ 
lated, having for their object the prevention of misrep¬ 
resentation or actual fraud, and they may succeed in 
accomplishing their purpose in a large measure, but sus¬ 
picion can never be wholly eradicated until tuberculin 
has become a standardised product and its Bale and dis¬ 
tribution are controlled. 

Local authorities, if called upon to apply a system of 
grading on these lines, will have some very material 
problems presented for their consideration. The ad¬ 
ministrative questions will not be easy of solution. 
Grading will entail a system of licensing which presum¬ 
ably would be based on the grade of milk sold, and some 
ingenuity would be required to devise a system of licen¬ 
sing which would afford reasonable security against the 
substitution and sale of the lower for the higher grades 
of milk. The means by which definite proof of such 
substitution is to be obtained are not very obvious. 
Tests designed to check bacteriological and chemical 
standards can only accomplish their purpose if carried 
out frequently and at relatively short intervals. This is 
no small undertaking in the case of large towns whose 
supplies are drawn from several hundred sources, and 
the problem is not simplified by the existence in all 
populous centres of big wholesale milk depots which re¬ 
ceive a considerable proportion of the total supplies and 
distribute them to the retailers after handling and mix¬ 
ing. These large depots also complicate the licensing 
question. The expenditure entailed may well cause 
pause at the present time, when rates and taxes have 
risen rapidly and show more prospect of increase from 
other causes than of decrease. 

These difficulties would not, however, justify a policy 
of doing nothing where great room for improvement 
exists. The routine bacteriological examination of 
milk, if used only to a limited extent or not at all for 
the purpose of grading, would nevertheless provide a 
standard for testing the efficiency of methods designed to 
accomplish the clean collection of milk, and it provides 
the inspector with valuable aid in the exercise of his 
functions ; for there can be no doubt that the primary 
and principal sources of bacterial contamination are to 
be found at the place of production. But whatever im¬ 
provements may be effected on the farm, the hygienic 
standard of milk as it reaches the towns will not be 
materially raised until means exist for the efficient cool¬ 
ing of milk and its retention in a cooled condition. 
Cooling of milk on the farms is effected by tap or well 
water. Its efficiency is greatest in winter when the need 
is least, and lowest in summer when the maximum ne¬ 
cessity exists. Refrigerating vans for the transport of 
milk by rail are. unknown in this country. Reform in 
this respect is one of the most urgent necessities of our 
milk supplies. 

Producers, middlemen, and consumers possess very 
little knowledge of the nature, extent or cause of the 
bacterial contamination of milk, and they manifest in¬ 
terest or indifference directly proportionate to the extent 
of their knowledge. It can hardly be disputed that the 
average consumer possesses the minimum of knowledge 
and the maximum of indifference. The Astor Commit¬ 
tee expresses the opinion that “ a system of payment by 
results and the education of both producers and con¬ 
sumers, so that the one shall produce and the other de¬ 
mand a higher grade of milk, is likely to lead to most 
beneficial results.” The preliminary process must be 
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educational, for without the education the prospects of 
the one producing and the other paying for rcsnlts are 
not encouraging. 


Discussion. 

Mr. Tipper said he viewed the subject more from an 
agricultural standpoint, and he was glad the essayist 
had drawn attention to the question of expenditure. 
He thought that was the crux of the whole thing. 
Speaking as Chairman of the Birmingham Chamber of 
Agriculture, he knew that if all the suggestions in the 
Astor report were put into operation milk would disap- 

E ear off the market. He heard a farmer say that though 
e sent his milk away thoroughly cooled it was carried 
in a hot van, and at the end of the journey it might 
never have been cooled at all. If they could get refrig¬ 
erators in railway vans he thought half the trouble would 
be overcome. As for the cow sheds, 75% were not 
suitable for the purpose, and if the farmer is asked to 
go to the expense of putting them into proper condition 
ne would sooner use them for some other purpose. He 
knew of farmers round Birmingham who would not 
keep dairy cows because they were afraid the inspector 
would require them to make costlv improvements. 
This was a matter in which they ought to. make haste 
slowly. It would be unwise to introduce a lot of costly 
reforms all at once, but a good many desirable changes 
might be brought about gradually. Yet badly as some 
of the places were kept, thev could claim in the Birm¬ 
ingham district that the milk was graded, and that they 
supplied milk of the highest possible grade. He believed 
that if they could educate the farmer up to the needs of 
the time they would do more good tnan bringing in 
a lot of orders which would only lead to dissatisfaction. 

Mr. G. P. Male described the Astor Report as a 
masterly production which went further than anything 
yet attempted in the same direction. It deals with the 
whole dairy industry from every point of view. Most 
of those present would be more interested with that 
part of the report that affects veterinary surgeons, and 
it was to be regretted that no veterinary surgeon served 
on Lord Astor’s Committee. Nobody, except the farmer 
himself, had so much to do with dairying as the veteri¬ 
nary surgeon, who would have been able to make better 
suggestion with regard tc tuberculosis than were con¬ 
tained in the report. They were agreed on the necessity 
for standardising the test, and he thought facilities for 
testing with tuberculin should be provided out of the 
public funds. As for the appointment of a whole-time 
veterinary officer for tuberculosis work, he hardly 
thought it necessary, as there were plenty of practition¬ 
ers able and willing to carry out the work. With regard 
to the eradication of tuberculosis, an important question 
was the disposal of the re-acter. That probebly involved 
a larger financial loss than most farmers could face, and 
the Committee, whilst recognising that re-acters should 
be removed from a herd, did not go so far as tofsay what 
should become of them. He never heard anything more 
ridiculous because re-acters would simply be sent to 
market to find their way into other herds. His view 
was that cows that re acted to the tuberculin test should 
not be sold in the open market. He did not think the 
cow shed difficulty was as great as Professor Gofton sug¬ 
gested. What was really wanted was propaganda work 
for the education of the farmer, who woula then instruct 
builders and architects to give great consideration to the 
construction of cow sheds. 

Mr. Brennan De Vine, after thanking Prof. Gofton 
for a very thoughtful address, Baid the subject was of 
particular interest to veterinary surgeons who, like him¬ 
self, were in the employ of public health authorities. 
The Astor report was a big thing to tackle, and Prof. 
Gofton had wisely confined himself to essentials. He 
agreed with the previous speaker that a great mistake 


had been made in not appointing veterinary surgeonB on 
the Committee. One disadvantage under which veteri¬ 
nary surgeons laboured was lack of funds by which the 
profession, as represented by the Royal College, could 
make its voice heard through the land. They bad no 
one to speak for them in Parliament and that was how 
they came to suffer when committees of this kind were 
being appointed. That could only be done by trade 
union effort, and until they had a trade union of their 
own they, must expect to be left behind. Still, the re¬ 
port went a long way, and suggested some important 
reforms, of which the control of tuberculin was one. 
That was a strong point, but unless they watched it veiy 
carefully, they would get the control taken out of their 
hands. Should inspectors of cattle grant a certificate 
for graded milk ? Were they veterinary surgeons ? He 
was afraid not, and the statement that there were not 
enough veterinary surgeons to do the work ought to be 
considered. The veterinary surgeon was largely to 
blame for any complaint under that heading, because he 
was just looking on and doing nothing. As for the 
number of bacteria in milk, details were issued in New 
York and if it could be done there, why not here ? In 
New York it was called cooked milk, or pasteurised, but 
milk so treated lost some of its most valuable properties, 
especially for invalids and children. It was important 
that children should have milk raw rather than pasteur¬ 
ised, even if they got a few more bacilli—not tubercle 
bacilli, of course, but the ordinary lactic bacilli. With 
regard to the maintenance of dairy herds in towns, there 
was a good deal said that had really no foundation. 
Round large towns most of the herds were maintained 
by fattening off the animals after one period of lactation. 
There was no necessity for a man to foist them on to ^is 
neighbour, and if the whole question were only properly 
explained everyone would go in for a tubercle-free nerd. 
He could say a good deal about the construction of cow 
sheds. * He did not want to put Mr. Tipper down as an 
obstructionist, but he could understand a great landlord 
like Mr. Tipper, in these days of high wages, not wanting 
to do much for his tenants (laughter), ft could be done 
much more economically than was supposed, with the 
best possible results to the cow keeper. 

(To be concluded.) 


Kopl College of 
IPeterlnar? Surgeons. 

A quarterly meeting of Council was held at the Col¬ 
lege, 10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C., on Friday 
April 9th. Mr. J. McKinna, President, occupied the 
chair, and the following members wera present:—Messrs. 
J. Abson, Banham, Maj.-Gen. Blenkinsop, Dr. Bradley, 
Col. Brittlebank, Messrs. Carter, Clarkson, Coleman, 
Craig, Gaiger, Gofton, Garnett, Howard, Lawson, Male, 
Mason, McCall, Sir John M'Fadyean, Messrs. Mulvey, 
Price, Share-Jones, Slocock, Shave, Sir Stewart Stock- 
man and Mr. Trigger; Mr. G. Thatcher, Solicitor and 
Mr. F. Bullock, Secretary. 

The minutes of the last meeting, which had been 
printed and circulated, were taken as read and con¬ 
firmed. 

Apologies for Absence. The Secretary announced 
that letters regretting their inability to attend the 
meeting had been received from Messrs. Burt and 
Wtiaram. 

Dr. Share-Jones : Sir, before you proceed to the 
business of the meeting, and arising out of the proceed¬ 
ings of the last meeting, I would like to claim your in¬ 
dulgence just to say one word in the best of spirits in 
order to clear up a little difference of opinion Detween 
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Mr. Garnett and myself at the last meeting. In the course 
of the proceedings of the last meeting the following 
little dialogue occurred between Mr. Garnett and my¬ 
self : “ Dr. Share-Jones : I can give it to you as a state¬ 
ment of fact that of all the professions represented in the 
Universities of this country—and they are pretty nearly 
all represented in the Universities—we are the only one 
which is dealt with by the Ministry of Labour. Mr. 
Garnett: Nonsense. Dr. Share-Jones : You contend 
that that is wrong? Mr. Garnett: Absolutely.” Since 
that meeting the question has been raised in the House 
of Commons, and a reply was given to it there. The 
reply is this : “ There are two classes of ex-service stu¬ 
dents at British Universities who do not receive their 
Government grants through the Board of Education. 
These are, on the one hand, students in agricultural 
science and on the other hand students in veterinary 
medieine. The former receive their grants through the 
Ministry of Agriculture, the latter through the Ministry 
of Labour.” That was the reply given m the House of 
Commons. 

Mr. Garnett : Perhaps Mr. Share-Jones will read the 
rest of the answer. 

Dr. Share-Jomes : I do not iutend to-day to raise the 
question for the purpose of discussion. I simply made a 
statement of fact at the last meeting, and I have read 
the answer which was given in the House of Commons 
upon that statement of fact. I do not intend to enter 
into the question further. If Mr. Garnett has no reply 
to give or has no explanation to offer then the matter 
ends so far as this Council is concerned. 

Mr. Garnett : I have an explanation to offer, namely, 
that the statement made by Prof. Share-Jones was abso¬ 
lutely contrary to the facts from beginning to end. So¬ 
licitors, barristers, architects, engineers, veterinary sur¬ 
geons, dentists—every profession—is under the Ministry 
of Labour to-day and has been from the very begin¬ 
ning. 

Dr. Share-Jones : That is all I desire to hear. I 
hope Mr. Garnett’spresent statement will be recorded. 

Mr. Garnett : They are administering grants every 
day. 

Sir John M‘Fadyean : I do not knew whether it is 
in order to have any discussion with regard to this mat¬ 
ter, because it strikes me that the question is not one of 
practical importance. It is surely not suggested that 
there is anything derogatory to the dignity of the pro¬ 
fession to which we belong. 

Dr. Share-Jones : Sir, I rise to a point of order. Sir 
John, I believe I am correct in saying, was not here 
when the incident occurred. The incident which 1 have 
raised here in the best of spirits is purely one of facts. I 
do not require any explanation from anyone. I have 
received the answer which I asked ,for from Mr. Gar¬ 
nett. 

Sir John M ‘Fadyean : I do not know, sir, how you 
will deal with the point of order. I simply want to say 
that I had no intention of asking for an explanation 
from Prof. Share-Jones. I submit that it is within the 
competence of any member of this Council to make a 
comment on a statement which seems to imply that 
there is something derogatory to the dignity of this pro¬ 
fession in that those who wish to obtain training and 
maintenance grants in order to enter the veterinary pro¬ 
fession have to apply to the Ministry of Labour. It has 
not been formally stated that there is anything hurtful 
to our dignity, but I should like to give expression to the 
view that in my opinion, and I hope in the opinion of 
this Council, we should make no complaint because any 
veterinary students who have served in the war have to 
make their application to the Ministry of Labour. 
Labour in this regard is Just as dignified as is any learn¬ 
ed profession or any University. (Hear, hear). 


Obituary. 

The Secretary read the obituary list. 

Mr. Mulvey : Among the names on the list which has 
just been read out, which is unfortunately a long one, 
appeare the name of a gentleman who for a considerable 
time was a member of this Council; I allude to Col. 
Oliphant. Col. Oliphant was highly esteemed by all 
who had the advantage of his acquaintance. He was a 

S rsonal friend of mine ; I knew him for many years. 

e served all his time in the Army ; he retired at the 
age limit, and he was then offered by the Duke of Bed¬ 
ford an appointment on his estate, which he filled until 
the time of his death. He was a particularly genial and 
kindly man, highly esteemed by all with whom he came 
in contact; and I think it might be Baid of him that he 
was a kindly, courteous, English gentleman. I move 
that a vote of condolence be sent to nis family. 

Mr. Price seconded the motion, which was carried in 
silence, all present standing. 

Correspondence. 

The Secretary read the following letter, dated I3th 
January, 1920, from Mr. Robert Fortune : “I am much 
obliged to you for your letter of yesterday’s date, and I 
would like to take this opportunity of thanking the 
Councillor their kindness m appointing me as their 
standing Counsel.” 

The Secretary read the following letter, dated 19th 
January, 1920, from Mrs. Dewar : “ I am in receipt of 
your kind letter of the 12th inst., for which I thank you. 
Will you please convey to the members of the Council, 
on behalf of my daughters and myself, our very warm 
appreciation of the mark of respect paid by them for my 
husband’s memory and of their expression of sympathy 
with us in our sorrow. He used to enjoy his work on the 
Council—enjoyed, too, the friendly intercourse it brought 
him with other members of the profession in the South”. 

The Secretary : I have another letter from the Sec¬ 
retary of the Professional Classes War Relief Council, 
conveying a summarised report of the recent Conference 
of Professional Institutions and Benevolent Funds, to 
which the President was appointed as your delegate. 
The President was unfortunately prevented, owing to ill¬ 
ness, from attending the Conference, but a full report 
has been submitted, and it may be sufficient if I read the 
final resolution of the Conference : “ That this meeting 
requests the representatives of the various bodies here 
present, when forwarding a report of what has taken 
place to-day, to express a hope to their Councils that they 
will consider the whole matter and communicate any 
conclusions arrived at to the Professional Classes War 
Relief Council in order that an opinion may be formed 
as to what action, if any, would be likely to meet with 
the general approval of the said Councils”. It maybe 
useful to this Council if I mention that this report was 
submitted to the Council of the Victoria Veterinary 
Benevolent Fund, and after full consideration it was re¬ 
solved last night that no action be taken for the present 
The President : I think the Council might for the* 
moment very well follow the action which has been pur¬ 
sued by the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 

Mr. Trigger : I move the reception and adoption of 
the Report, if necessary. Mr. Male : I beg to second 
that. (The resolution was carried.) 

Finance Committee. 

Mr. Lawson read the following Report of a Meeting 
of the Finance Committee held on Friday, 9th April 
The Treasurer submitted his Financial Statement for 
the quarter showing balance in hand of £112 6 1, and 
liabilities amounting to £121 11 11. 

It was resolved—That the Treasurer’s statement be 
accepted and that he be ordered to pay the liabilities 
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shown together with Monthly Salaries, Fellowship Ex-1 
aminers’ Fees, Gas, Electric Light, Workmen’s Compen¬ 
sation Insurance, Printing and Stationery, Advertising. 

Hire of Rooms. An application was received for the 
use of the small room next to the museum for the pur¬ 
pose of a Class room at a rent of £40 per annum. The 
matter was carefully considered, and it was resolved— 
“That the Committee declines to recommend the letting 
of the room”. 

Housekeeper. The Treasurer reported that owing to 
the rise in prices and in consideration of her long service, 
he had increased the wages of the Housekeeper by ten 
shillings per week as from 1st March. It was unani¬ 
mously resolved—That the action of the Treasurer be 
approved. 

On the motion of Mr. Lawson, seconded by Mr. Abson 
the Report was received. 

The President : There is only one comment I desire 
to make with reference to the Report. You will notice 
that an application was made for the hire of a room up¬ 
stairs. Every consideration was given to the application, 
and we thought that, having regard to the amount we 
should have received for the hire of the room, it was not 
worth while to proceed any further with the matter. 

Mr. Mulvey : Gentlemen, you have got before you 
a very pleasant Balance Sheet showing that we have a 
balance in hand of £112 5 1 with whicn to meet liabili¬ 
ties amounting to £121 1111; and in addition to that 
we have to meet a very large outlay during the coming 
quarter. First of all there are the amounts that are set 
out in the Report; then we have to make provision for 
the printing of the Register, which will be a very con¬ 
siderable item ; while in connection with the building 
itself there are certain things that must be done if we in¬ 
tend to keep it in habitable repair. I want to impress 
upon the profession that, although there is now a fair 
probability of the Veterinary Surgeons’ Bill going through 
Parliament—and it is only a probability even now—we 
shall not receive anything from that source for at least 
twelve months; and when we do there will be plenty of 
calls upon uatotakeall the money that may be subscribed. 
I do not want the profession to get it into their heads 
that we are so full of money that we do not want any 
more. We want it, we want it badly, and we must have 
it. I want it to go out to the profession that the Coun¬ 
cil hope that the Members will continue their subscrip¬ 
tions, and not only that they will continue them, but that 
those Members wno have not already subscribed will do 
so. 

Mr. Lawson : I move the adoption of the Report. 

Mr. Trigger : I second that In doing so, 1 should 
like to say that we went very carefully into the subject of 
our finances at the Meeting of the Finance Committee 
this morning, and I desire to endorse every word of the 
very lucid statement the Treasurer has made to us. As 
the Treasurer has said, it is absolutely necessary that the 
rofession should help us at the present time to keep our 
eads above water. We hope that calmer waters are in 
view, but they are not with us yet, and in the meantime 
it is absolutely essential that money shall be found. All 
honour to those who have subscribed to the funds of the 
College, but we hope that many of those who have not 
yet done so will send their guineas in during the present 
year. 

Mr. Price : I desire heartily to support what has 
been said in connection with the finances. I think 
particulars of the position we are in ought to be widely 
circulated to the wnole of the profession. 

The resolution for the adoption of the Report was then 
put and carried unanimously. 

Mr. Mulvey : There is one other thing I want to 
ask of the Council, and that is that they will give me 
authority, should it be necessary, to sell out some more 
of our funds. You may depend upon it that that will | 


not be done unless it is absolutely necessary, but I think 
you ought to give me authority to do so. 

Mr. Price : I propose that authority be given. 

Mr. Lawson : I second that. 

Mr. Carter : To what extent 1 

The President : Do you wish to say to what extent, 
or will you leave it to the Treasurer 1 

Mr. Mulvey : I think it might be left to me. You 
may depend upon it that no more will be sold than is 
absolutely necessary. The resolution was then put and 
carried nnanimously. 

Publication, Library and Museum Committee. 

Dr. Bradley read the following Report of a Meeting 
of the Publication, Library and Museum Committee held 
on Friday, 9th April, 1920 

Presentations to Librart/. The Librarian reported 
that since the previous quarterly meeting the following 
presentations have been made to the Library :— 

By Mr. F. Morton Wallis—“ The Government of 
Cattell,” Leonard Mascall, 1633 ; “ Farriery Improv’d,” 
Henry Bracken, 5th ed. 1745; “The English Physician,” 
Nich. Culpepper, 1718; Morton’s Toxicological Chart, 
1840 ; “ The Taming of Horses,” J. S. Rarey, 1858 : 
Rules and Regulations of the London Veterinary Medical 
Society, 1835. 

By Mr. F. T. G. Hobday—A Report on the Agriculture 
of Eastern and Western Flanders, T. Radcliff, 1819 ; 
Die Neue Konigliche Thierarztliche Hochschule in Han¬ 
over, Festschrift, C. Dam man n and W. Hesse, 1899. 

By M. Leon Moule—Correspondance de Claude Bour- 
gelat, 2e fascicule, 1919; Les Ancetres du Cheval, 1918; 
L’lndustrie Mulassiere dans l’Antiquite, 1919. 

By Prof. Perroncito—Saggio di analisi chimica del 
miele, 1919 ; Le iniziative delle istituzioni militari ed il 
dopoguerra in rapporto al progresso agricolo e zootecnico, 
1919; Perche i incrocia e la selezione neH’allevamento 
brado dei cavalli non riesce sempre. 

By Col. Bertolotti—Statistica dei Veterinarie del 
Regno, 1909. 

By Prof. Dott. Matteo Carpano—Sulla ricerca, sulla 
morpologia e sull’azione patogena del Bacillo di Pfeiffer 
nella dominante epidemia infiuenzale in Roma, 1919; 
Ricerche sull’aborto infettivo delle cavalle, 1919; Su un 
terreno molto adatto per l’isolamento e le ordinarie cul¬ 
ture del ‘Micrococcus Gonorrhoeae,’ (Neisser), 1919; 
Sulla vitalita del “Bacterium Influenzae” in alcuni 
prodotti patologioi e nelle culture, 1919; Sull’attivita 
del Cabinetto Batteriologico Veterinario Militare, 1916- 
17-18: Contributo alle conoscenze dell’infezione morvoea 
nei felini, 1918; Sulla cultura di alcuni stafilococchi di 
origine umana ed animale nei terreni vaccinati, 1918; 
Su di un virus filtrabile di probabile origine bovina, 
1918; Le associazioni batteriche nelle infezione da 
Cryptococcus farcimoncsus (Rivolta 1873), 1918 ; Sulle 
ricerche batteriologi nelle affezione tifoidi del Cavallo, 
1918; Sulla tossicosi iscanafilattoidi di alcuni immuni- 
sieri; Su di un acaro dei genere “ Thyroglyphus ” 
parassita accidental del cavallo, 1918; Un secondo 
caso di spirochetosi del topo bianco, 1917; Sulla diagnosi 
clinica e microscopica aelle piu frequenti demnatosi 
parassitarie degli equini, 1917; Su ai uno spirochete 
osservato nei topo bianco, 1917; Su di un matodo 
rapido di colorazione dei corpi di Negri nella rabbia e 
sulla spe^iale struttura che di mette in evidenza col 
metodo stesse, 1916; Sul funzionamento dell’Istituto 
Batteriologico Veterinario Militare durante l’anno 1915; 
Contributo alio studio dei Germi paracarbonchiosi in 
relazione specialmente con il Bacillus anthracis, 1915: 
II Bacillo del Carbonchio ematico e sempre immobile 1 
1915; Sulla virulenza del sangue degli animali infetti 
di peste bovina, 1915; Sulla diagnosi batteriologica del 
sarbonchio ematico con piccole quantita di materials 
virulente, 1915; Contributo alle conoscenze istologiche 
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ed istogenetiche delta neogorm&zioni adenomatose del! 
fegato, 1915; Le infezioni tubcrcolari negli equini, 1915; 
Gu invertebrati quali veicoli, ospiti et trasmettitori di 
agenti patogeni nelle malattie infettive degli animali 
domestic!, 1915; Contributo alio studio dei tumori 
primitivi del pulmone, 1915; Su di una particolare 
me trite a forma settica nelle cavie determinata da un 
batterio del gruppo delta setticemie emorragiche(Pasteur- 
ella), 1915 ; Note epizooziologiche sulle infezioni piro- 
plasmiche degli equini in Italia, 1915; Vaccinopromassi 
e vaccinoterapia delta affezioni adentiche a mezzo di un 
nuovo vaccino antistreptococcico a virus sensibilizzato, 
1915; Piroplasmosi tipe “ parvum,” nei bovini del basso 
bacino del Mediterraneo, 1915 ; Su di un important* 
Epitclioma del cavallo e su speciali corpi con aspetto 
parassitario in esso rinvenuti, 1914 : Sul periodo in- 
cubatorio delta principali malattie infettive degli animali 
domestic!, 1914; Su di un tripanosoma osservato nei 
pipistrelli catturati in Roma, 1914 ; Su di un caso di 
anasarca nei cavallo verilicatosi in seguito ad inoculazione 
di streptococco, 1914 ; Su di alcuni spirocheti rinvenuti 
in neoformazioni papillomatose degli equini, 1914 ; Su 
di una iinportante enzoozia di febbre della costa in Libia, 
1914 ; Congiuntivite cnzootica di origine streptococcica 
negli equini, 1914; Sulla natura e sull’uso del Biero 
antistreptococcico preparato nei Laboratorio Batterio- 
logica veterinario Militare, 1913; Cultura dei piro- 
plasmi equini e considerazioni sulla natura degli Ana- 
plasmi, 1913 ; Forme Sporali dell’agente etiologico della 
morva, 1913 ; Le affezioni necroticbe gangrenose nella 
patologia veterinaria, La simbiosi fuso-spirillare, 1913 ; 
SulPinvoglio capculare di alcuni batteri, 1913 ; Piro¬ 
plasmosi equina, tipi parassitari, 1913 ; Su di un piro- 
plasma tipo “ parvum ” (genere Theileria) riscontrato 
nella gazzella in Eritrea, 1913 ; Qualche osservazione 
8ill valore dell’esame microscopico delta prove culturali 
e delta inoculazioni sperimentali nell’accertamento di 
diagnosi della morva, 1913 ; L’anaplasmosi nei bovini 
nella Campagna romana, 1912; Contributo alia cono- 
8cenza del B. Mallei, 1912 : Spirillosi equina, 1912 ; 
Nota su di uno speciale Blastomicete riscontrato nell’ 
apparato respiratorio di un cavallo ; La Febbre della 
Costa nella Colonia Eritrea. 1912 ; Sul ciclo evolutivo 
deH’baemoproteus danilewskyi, 1913. 

By Dr. Bradley—The Limbs of the Horae, 1920, Q. 
Charnock Bradley. 


Pathology of Dourine, with special reference to the 
Microscopic changes in nerve tissues and other structures, 
It. H. Formad. Epizootic Abortion Order of 1920, Notes 
by H. Begg. U.S. Dept, of Agriculture, Farmers’ Bul¬ 
letins :- Cattle-fever Ticks, Growing Beef on the Farm, 
Judging Beef Cattle, Tuberculosis in Live-Stock, Domi¬ 
nion of Canada Experimental Farms, Seasonable Hints, 
No. 15. 

Reports. Annual Report of the Imperial Bacteriologi¬ 
cal Laboratory, Muktesar, 1919. Annual Report of the 
Principal Veterinary SurgeoD, Basutoland, 1919. Annual 
Report of the Department of Agriculture, Nyasaland, 
1919. Final Report of the Committee on the Production 
and Distribution of Milk, 1919. Board of Agriculture 
for Scotland, Agricultural Statistics, Vol. VII, parts 1 
and 2. Tenth Report of the Institute for Infectious Di¬ 
seases, Tokyo, 1919. The Registers of Pharmaceutical 
Chemists and Chemists and Druggists, 1920 

Periodicals.—The Journal oj the Board of Agricul¬ 
ture and Fisheries ; The Journal of the Department of 
Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland ; 
Scottish Journal of Agricxdture ; The Journal of Phys- 
iolcxjy (per Sir F. Smith) • Revue de Pathologic Com¬ 
pare ; The Journal of Comparative Pathology and 
Therapeutics ; The Veterinary Review ; The Veterinary 
Journal ; The Veterinary Record ; The Rhodesia Agri¬ 
cultural Journal; The New Zealand Journal of 


Agriculture; Journal oj Departnient of Agriculture ; 
Melbourne , Victoria * N.Y. University ; Veterinary 
Bulletin ; Bloodstock breeders Review ; The Agricultural 
Gazette , New South Wales; Journal of the Royal 
Agricultural Society; Proceedings of the Royal Society , 
Series B. ; Przeglad n etcrynaryjny ; The British Medical 
Journal (per Dr. Bradley). 

Special Purchases. Medical Research Committee, Re¬ 
port on the Present State of knowledge concerning 
Accessory Food Factor (Vitamines) 1919. Le Parfait 
Mareschal, by Solleysol, 3rd edition, 1672. 

It was resolved—That a hearty vote of thanks be ac¬ 
corded to the respective donors. 

The Secretary reported that in consultation with the 
Treasurer, he had purchased the following for the Lib¬ 
rary—Le Mareschal by Solleysell £12 6; Medical 
Research Committee Report on Vitamines 4s. 

It was resolved—That the action of the Treasurer and 
Secretary be approved. 

Annual Rejwrt. The Secretary submitted the draft 
Annual Report which was read and considered. After 
slight emendations, it was resolved—That the draft 
report as amended be approved, and that the completion 
of the report for issue to the profession be left in the 
hands of the President, Treasurer and Secretary. 

Register , 10>1. The Secretary submitted estimates 
from five firms for the printing of the Register for 1921 
and subsequently: 

It was resolved—(1) That the estimate of Messrs. 
Taylor & Francis for the printing of the Register for 
1921 be accepted. 

(2) That a tatter be forwarded to Messrs. H. Jc W. 
Brown expressing regret that they were not able to ten¬ 
der for the work, and conveying the thanks of the Coun¬ 
cil for the valuable assistance rendered to the College 
during the ten years they have been Publishers of the 
Register. 

On the motion of Dr. Bradley, seconded by Mr. Ban- 
ham, the Report was received and adopted. 

Bye-laws Special Committee. 

Mr. Mulvey read the following Report of a Meeting 
of the Bye-laws Special Committee held on Wednesday, 
7th April: 

D. V.S.M. Regidations. The Secretary submitted 
draft syllabuses drawn up by Examiners and was in¬ 
structed to circulate these to the Members before the 
next meeting and to obtain similar information from the 
Teaching Centres. 

Preliminary Education. The regulations governing 
Preliminary Examinations were considered together with 
a Memorandum prepared by the Secretary. The Secre¬ 
tary was instructed to obtain information as to the con¬ 
ditions of recognition of certain examinations by other 
Professional lsodies, and to report to the next meeting. 

Examination Bye-laws. Progress was made with the 
consideration of the Examination Bye-laws, and the 
meeting was adjourned until Tuesday, June 1st, at 
2.30 p.m. 

On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, seconded by Mr. Price, 
the report was received and adopted. 

Special Committee. 

Prof. Share-Jones read the following report of a 
meeting of the Special Committee appointed to consider 
a tatter dated the 18th December, 1919, from the Mini¬ 
stry of Labour, held on Thursday, February 5th. 
1920. Present: Mr. G A. Banham, Genl. L. J. Blenkin- 
sop, and Prof. Share-Jones. 

It was resolved that Prof/Share-Jones be appointed to 
the chair. 

The Secretary reported that apologies for absence had 
been received from Col. Brittlebank, Prof. Gaiger, Mr. 
Male and the President. 
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Reference. The Secretary read the reference as fol 
lows:— 

“ That the letter from the Ministry of Labour be re¬ 
ferred to a Special Committee consisting of Qen. Blen- 
kinsop, Col. Brittlebank, Prof. Share Jone, Prof. Gaiger, 
Prof. Craig, Mr. Male, Mr. B&nham and the President. 

Absorptive capacity of the profession. The Secretary 
was instructed to obtain information from the Army 
Veterinary Service, the Colonial Office, the India Office, 
and the Ministry of Agriculture with regard to the num¬ 
ber of appointments likely to be open for qualified vet¬ 
erinary Burgeons in the near future. He was also instruc¬ 
ted to write to the Secretary of the Veterinary Officers 
Association for an estimate of the number of whole time 
veterinary officers which would be required for an ade¬ 
quate Public Health Veterinary Service. 

Prof. Share-Jones also read the following report of a 
meeting of the same Special Committee held on Thurs¬ 
day, April 8th :— 

Present: Prof. J. Share-Jones in the chair. Mr. G. 
A. Banham, Maj.-Gen. L. J. Blenkinsop, Col. J. W. 
Brittlebank, Prof. J. F. Craig, Prof. S. H. Gaiger, 
Messrs. J. McKinna, G. P. Male. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
confirmed. 

The Secretary submitted replies to enquiries received 
from the War Office, the India Office, the Colonial Office, 
the Ministry of Agriculture, the Veterinary Director 
General of Canada, and Mr. J. S. Lloyd. After a long 
discussion the Committee resolved to recommend 

(a) That a reply in the following terms be sent to the 
Ministry of Labour. 

Special Committee. 

Question 1. Number of students required to restore 
the profession to its pre-war basis, 

Answer:—The estimate of 608 students is approxi¬ 
mately correct as a general basis of computation. 

Question 2 Number of studentB required in view of 
possibility of post-war expansion or contraction of the 
profession. 

The Committee feel that it is a practical impossibility 
to express the answer other than as an opinion in more 
or less general terms. The Committee has obtained in¬ 
formation as to the probable needs of the various Gov¬ 
ernment Departments with the following results. 

The War Office will probably require 15 qualified men 
each year for the Army Veterinary Service. 

The Ministry of Agriculture state that their needs 
could be met by taking four men each year. 

The India and Colonial Office furnished information 
only with regard to the number of appointments now 
being made. The Colonial Office however stated that 
the activities of the Veterinary Department were to be 
considerably extended. 

The Veterinary Director General of Canada reported 
that although the professional staff of Health of Animals 
branch of the Department of Agriculture numbered 200, 
they are not likely to require men from this side, as there 
are two veterinary schools in Canada. 

With regard to a Public Health Veterinary Service 
the Committee found that in this country this was al¬ 
most non-existent, and that the number of whole time 
men engaged in Great Britain and Ireland was less than 
50. 

From a reasoned statement supplied them by a com¬ 
petent authority it was estimated that an efficient Pub¬ 
lic Health Service in this country would reauire a thous¬ 
and men, an estimate which was confirmed by the repre¬ 
sentative of this branch of the work on the Committee.. 
He further stated that 500 men could be absorbed within 
the next five years. 

In considering the question of private practice the 
Committee took full cognisance ot the rapid develop¬ 


ment of motor traction. Whilst this will considerably 
reduce horse practice, particularly to some town practi¬ 
tioners, they feel that practice generally should not de¬ 
crease but rather increase as the national importance and 
economic value of veterinary science becomes recognised. 
The Committee are of the opinion that in many other 
countries there is a considerable amount of work which 
is performed by the veterinary profession but which in 
this country is not performed at all. 

Taking all the foregoing estimates into consideration 
the Committee offer the opinion that the absorptive ca¬ 
pacity of the veterinary profession might with advantage 
to the public be very largely increased, probably to the 
extent of 50%. 

Question 3. Number to whom grants should be given, 
estimated in the light of para l above, and of the num¬ 
bers who may be expected to qualify with Government 
assistance. 

AnswerIn view of the answer to question 2, the 
Committee feel that there is ample room for veterinary 
students who may be eligible for grants from the Min¬ 
istry of Labour. 

(b) That a copy of the letter be sent for the informa¬ 
tion of the Department of Agriculture in Ireland, and 
also to the Ministry of Health. 

Dr. Share Jones : I beg to move that those reports 
be received. 

Mr. Banham : 1 second that. 

The President : They are now open to the Council 
for any remarks that they wish to make thereon. 

Sir John M‘Fadyean : Might we have read the pre¬ 
cise questions that were sent to this Council by the 
Ministry of Labour ? 

The President : Certainly. The first question was : 
“Number of Students required to restore the profession 
to its pre-war basis ”. 

Dr. Shark-Jones: The three questions that were 
asked were read out by me when I read the report. 

Sir John M‘Fadyean: I have a copy of them, but 
probably the other members have not. I am not quite 
sure whether the whole of what the Chairman of the 
Committee read is the suggested reply. Where did the 
reply begin, may I ask 1 

Dr. Share-Jones : We have stated in our report 
that the reply should be based upon this report. This 
is a report to the Council on specific questions which have 
been asked. 

Sir John M‘Fadyean : That is all I want to know. 
I think it would have been obvious, at any rate, that that 
would not be a suitable reply. It might form the basis 
of a reply, but it would not itself be a suitable reply. I 
express the opinion that it is far too long, and I also ven¬ 
ture to say that the recommendations are made on state¬ 
ments the accuracy of which is by no means certain. I 
for one should not feel justified in approving even of a 
reply on the basis of what has just been read, and I 
therefore move that the consideration of this report be 
deferred until the next meeting. No interest will suffer 
in that respect, and, as I have said before, I think some 
of these figures are certainly open to challenge. The 
suggestion that we would require, or are at all likely to 
require, in the near future 1,000 members in connection 
with public health work is, I think, not a figure that can 
be accepted as pretending to anything like accuracy. If 
it is considered desirable that some sort of reply should 
be sent immediately, then I think we might simply men¬ 
tion the number of students to whom training and 
maintenance grants might be made in order to meet the 
present requirements of the profession. We do know 
about the present requirements, but only those who have 
the gift of prophecy in an unusual degree can pretend to 
say what the future requirements of the profession may 
be. At any rate, I move that the consideration of this 
report be deferred until the next meeting of the Council 
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The President : I may point out that the Ministry 
of Labour- 

Dr. Share Jones : Is that seconded 7 

The President : I am simply, for the information of 
the Council, pointing out that it is essential in one sense 
that the Ministry of Labour should have a reply. The 
letter is dated December, 1919 ; and they have more than 
once telephoned to this College since then for the in¬ 
formation asked for. I can only tell you that as a fact, 
in order that it may guide you as to whether or not the 
matter should be deferred. 

Dr. Share-Jones : May I ask if Sir John M'Fadyean’s 
amendment is seconded yet 7 

Mr. Price : I have much pleasure in seconding Sir 
John’s amendment. 

Sir Stewart Stockman : Do the Ministry of Labour 
want the present requirements or the future require¬ 
ments 7 

Mr. Garnett : If I may be allowed to speak on this 
subject, I would like to say that I think it would meet 
the case if the Ministry of Labour were tentatively replied 
to that the number of students required to restore the pro¬ 
fession to its pre-war basis is somewhere about 500 or 
600. I think that would meet the present requirements, 
and the Council could defer the consideration of the 
future requirements, because there is no doubt there wilf 
be a big future requirement. 

. The President : You mean that you would give a 
reply only to No. 1. That is your feeling 7 

Mr. Garnett : Yes. 

Dr. Share-Jones ; Is that another amendment 7 

The President ; I think we will all be agreed as far 
as the first question is concerned. No. 2 is—“ Number 
of students required in view of possibility of post-war 
expansion or contraction of the profession". 

Sir Stewart Stockman: I should like toaskjfor 
my own information, why the Ministry of Labour should 
want to know what will be the absorptive capacity of 
this profession in the next, say, 20 years. 

Dr. Share-Jones : I take it, Sir, that I shall have the 
right of reply at the end of the discussion, but I suggest 
that we must have some regularity in this discussion. 
You have a definite amendment before you and you have 
a definite proposition before you. I am prepared to reply 
at the end of the discussion. 

Sir John M'Fadyean : I think there is still Borne fur¬ 
ther information required, and I beg to ask for it. Is 
the concern of the Ministry of Labour with the question 
solely because they are giving training and maintenance 
grants, or is it suggested that the Ministry of Labour is 
to continue to have something to do with the veterinary 
profession after they have ceased to give training grants 7 

Dr. Share-Jones : May I say a word of explanation ; 
this must not be taken as my reply to the discussion. 
At the last meeting'of Council a letter was read from the 
Ministry of Labour asking three questions. The time 
to discuss whether we think they were proper questions 
or not to ask, and whether we think that was the right 
Government Department or not to ask them, was then 
and not to-day. The Council then delegated to a Com¬ 
mittee the special duty of considering replies to these 
three questions, and the report on their work is before 
you. It is not for us to-day to discuss whether the 
Ministry of Labour is to continue to have something to 
do with veterinary education in thejfuture. That should 
have come before the last quarterly meeting. 

Mr. Banham : So far as I understand this question, 
the Ministry of Labour have asked us how many men 
are reauired to make up our pre-war number. Then be¬ 
yond that they want to know how many the profession 
can absorb. For instance, they do not want to give these 
men a maintenance allowance, get them into the profes¬ 
sion, and then find there is no work for them to do. 
That is exactly what they want to know. It is an easy 
question. 


Gen. Blenkinsop : Mr. Banham has practically taken 
the words out of my mouth that I was going to say, but 
I was going to say something more. Two gentlemen 
here who have been discussing this Committee refused 
to sit on it. They said they had not time. We did our 
best in this Committee to get at what was to be done. 
Sir John M'Fadyean’s name was put down to be a mem¬ 
ber of this Committee, and it was taken off. 

The President : Sir John M'Fadyean’s name was 
proposed, but he was not present at the meeting, and 
consequently whether he would serve or not the meeting 
could not say. I do not think anything else transpired 
at the time as far as I remember. But I think, gentle¬ 
men, this is wasting time. (Hear, hear). The point is, 
shall we deal with this thing in its entirety to-day, or 
deal only with the first part and defer the remaining 
part to the next meeting 7 Sir John M'Fadyean has 
moved that only the first part be answered to-day, as to 
the number of students reauired to restore the profession 
to its pre war basis, and that the rest of the report be 
deferred to the next meeting. I will put the amendment 
first. 

Dr. Share-Jones: I think I have a right to leply, 
sir 7 

The President : Yes, you have a right to reply. 

Dr. Share-Jones : I shall be very brief. The plain 
fact still remains—that a section of the Council dis¬ 
played antipathy towards the foundation of theiCommit- 
tee which it was the desire of the Council at its last 
meeting to appoint—that is, if we are to take govern¬ 
ment by majority as the thing which is to rule here. A 
section of the Council took exception to it. That same 
section refused to act on the Committee. That same sec¬ 
tion has come here to-day, and it does suggest itself to 
me as one who has had quite as much experience of pub¬ 
lic life as men much older than myself in this room, 
like a deliberate attempt to obstruct the work of the 
Committee. 

Mr. Mulvey : Is this in order, Mr. President? 

The President : No, I think it is not 

Dr. Share-Jones : Very well, sir. I have had the 
opportunity of saying a few things which I hope the 
profession will interpret in their proper light. (Hear, 
hear). With regard to what Sir John nas said, I can see 
nothing whatsoever in the remarks of Sir John to upset 
in the slightest degree the opinions which have been ex¬ 
pressed in the report of the Committee. I have heard 
Sir John make some very powerful speeches in this room, 
but I do not think I have ever heard him make a weaker 
attempt to formulate a case for an amendment than he 
has made to-day. I have done my best to put some 
notes down to which I might have to reply, and I really 
failed to find anything. I certainly do not think that 
that is the kind of speech which should carry an amend¬ 
ment through a meeting made up of an intellectual body 
of gentlemen such as I see before me. 

Mr. Garnett : It is the proposition, it is not an 
amendment. 

Dr. Share-Jones : Sir John has moved an amend¬ 
ment. 

Mr. Garnett : Excuse me, it is the proposition. It is 
not an amendment. 

Dr. Share-Jones : Sir John moved it as an amend¬ 
ment, and the President has accepted it Did I not ac 
tually ask—I will refer to the shorthand writer if Sir 
John desires it—if Sir John desired to move an amend¬ 
ment, and he moved an amendment. 

The President : I am afraid i am the culprit. The 
reception of the report was moved and seconded, and 
there has been nothing else but that. The motion for 
the adoption of the report has not been moved. The 
only thing that is before me is the resolution of Sir John. 
I apologise. 

Sir John M’Fadyean : I withdraw the amendment 
and substitute it as a motion. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1920. In each case the amount is 
£1 Is., except where otherwise indicated. 

Broad, A., London, W. 12. £110 

Clarkson, J., Garforth 110 

Clifford, W. A., St. Leonards on Sea 110 
Duncan, A. C., Dublin 1 1 0 

Reid, H. A., Wellington, N.Z. 110 

Amount April 7. £718 16 5 


£724 1 5 

April 1//. - 


The Secretary of the Royal Veterinary College ac¬ 
knowledges the receipt of an anonymous donation of 


A Versatile Veteran. 

Our profession affords many examples of industry and 
adaptibility but perhaps none more conspicuous than 
that of a member in his 60th year who has been conduct¬ 
ing veterinary science lectures, farriery classes, (knock¬ 
ing out 30 heavy shoes a day by himself) and filling up 
his time by teaching estate carpentry, all for a Southern 
County Council. 

[The foregoing note is sent to us anonymously from 
the West of England. It is certainly a good record for 
an “ old ’un.” But not a few capable practioners have 
gone through the forge in early life, notably Dr. G. 


Fleming, who subsequently did much to advance the 
rofession. Several teachers in medical schools have 
eld the view that a training in mechanical work is a 
distinct educational asset, inculcating forethought and 
accuracy, and encouraging determination and initia- 
tivej_ 


Personal. 

Keylock. — On the 3rd April, at a nursing home, 
Swindon, the wife of Major H. E. Keylock, of Broome 
Manor, of a daughter. 

Greig.—A t “Rowan Bank,” Newhaven Road, Leith, 
on the 4th April, the wife of J. Russell Greig, m.r.c.v.s. 
of a son. 


WAR HONOURS. 

The following are among the Decorations awarded to 
the British Forces for distinguished services rendered 
during the course of the campaign. 

The King has given unrestricted permission in all 
cases to wear the decorations in question :— 

Conferred by the King of Italy. 

Order of St. Maurice and St Lazarus. 

(Cavalier). 

* * * * 

Bt. Lt.-Col. Henry Samuel Mosley, d.s o. 


OBITUARY. 

Paul Stanislas Thierry, Ranelagh Girdens, Stamford 
Brook, W. 6. Graduated Lond : Dec. 1912. 

Died 18th February, 1920. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, April 13, 1920 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
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Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, April 7, 1920. 
Notx. —The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. • As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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Council Meeting. 

The concluding portion of the Council meeting 
which appears to-day is perhaps of rather less than 
average interest; but it contains several points 
worthy of notice. 

A full report of progress regarding the Bill was 
submitted. It will come up for report on June 11, 
and for the third reading on June 18. Those mem¬ 
bers who have any influence with M.P. have thus 
time to use it; and all able to help in this way 
should take the opportunity. The Bill has never 
been so near to passing as it is now; but it still 
needs all the support that can be got for it. 

The negotiations with the English and Scotch Mini¬ 
stries of Health regarding the desired appointment 
of veterinary representatives on Consultative Coun¬ 
cils have not ended satisfactorily; but the result 
might have been worse. One veterinarian has been 
appointed to a Consultative Council in Scotland. 
No such appointment has been made in England ; 
but it will be possible to add veterinary surgeons, 
not members of Consultative Councils, to any special 
committees appointed by the Councils for which 
veterinary knowledge is desirable. Some members 
may ask "What is our Council doing?”; but here 
it seems that our Council, which is not omnipotent, 
has done all that it could, 

Probably the letter from the War Office re the 
Army scheme for boarding-out horses is the last we 
shall hear of the matter, From a strictly veterinary 
point of view, it seems rather a pity that this scheme 
was ever adopted. It was certain to generate dis¬ 
satisfaction among practitioners; and some cases of 
individual hardship are inseparable from the working 
of any such system. Judging by the official letter, 
it would seem that an honest attempt has been 
made to work the scheme fairly ; and probably much 
of the criticism we have heard of its working has 
been hardly just. 

Notice was given of a proposal to repeal the bye¬ 
law against keeping unqualified assistants, and to 
substitute another which seems to go no further 
than to prohibit covering. The matter will be 
decided at the July Council meeting. 

The Budget. 

Our subscribers will have seen that the postal rate 
on newspapers will probably be doubled, which will 
mean a deduction from each subscription current 
when the new regulation comes into force. Further, 
the continued rise in price of paper, and in costs of 
production, will necessitate an increase in our rates, 
and all subscriptions are now received "subject to 
revision of rate.” 


The Election to Council. 


The following 
Name. 

Burt, W. 
Buxton, J. B. 
Clarkson, J. 
Faithfull, T. J. 
G ARNETT, F. W. 

Locke, G. H. 
M’Fadyean, J. 
Share-Jonf.s, J. 
Trigger, R. C. 
Willett, J. 

Last day for 


is the list of nominations to date 


Address. 
Brighton 
London 
Garforth 
Sudbury 
Windermere 
Manchester 
London 
Liverpool 
Newcastle, Staffs. 
London 


Proposers. 

R. MacGregor 
J. McKinna 
J. McKinna 
P. Turner 
W. J. Mulvey 
J. W. Britt bank 
W. J. Mulvey 
J. M’Fadyean 
J. Malcolm 
H. Sumner 


receipt of Nominations, May 4th. 


Forging a New Link. 

We print this week a report of the opening meet¬ 
ing of a local society in the Bath district. The 
outlook is distinctly promising ; more than 20 mem¬ 
bers were present, 10 others sent letters, and it was 
stated that 48 practitioners in addition to these had 
concurred in the proposal to form a local society. 
It is now up to the Secretary and Treasurer to see 
that these 78 gentlemen pay their entrance fee and 
first annual subscription. There is a tradition that 
such societies do not need to accumulate funds. 
That is true only within limits. A working balance 
is an essential, if any progress is to be made, and 
active propaganda carried on—the report of this 
meeting is in itself evidence of what may be done 
by well-directed effort. The prime object is to con¬ 
solidate a "National Society” which will effectively 
Represent the profession. 


Equine Infectious Abortion. 

Ommenbrodt published a study of this disease in 
the Deutsche Tiertirztliche Wochenschrift for 1919. 
The studies of recent years have especially brought 
out the causal relation existing between equine in¬ 
fectious abortion and polyarthritis of foals. Accord¬ 
ing to the majority of authors, both diseases are 
caused by a bacillus of the paratyphoid B sub¬ 
group. According to Ostertag, they are caused by 
a streptococcus. Some problems inherent in the 
diseases still remain to be explained, and the author 
therefore reports some of his recent observations. 

According to him, equine abortion is the mani¬ 
festation of an infectious disease which affects the 
sexual organs, and especially the uterus, but which 
may also sometimes cause a grave general disease. 
The symptoms are acute at first, and only later 
become chronic, with local and general disturbances. 
This infectious disease exists in all the equine 
breeding establishments in Germany ; and in some 
years it has assumed a larger diffusion and a greater 
gravity, so as to acquire almost an epizootio 
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oharaoter. The last epizootics were in 1904 and 
1910, which were both damp years, producing 
forage of very bad quality. 

Some of the mares which have aborted, or pro¬ 
duced foals with polyarthritis, are visibly of un¬ 
healthy aspect. The coat is rough and dull, and its 
renewal is effected more slowly than is normal. 
The state of nutrition appears deficient, even if the 
animal is abundantly fed ; and the movements lack 
vivacity and agility. There is also a vaginal dis¬ 
charge, periodic and more or less abundant, and the 
vaginal orifice is usually encumbered with muous 
and crusts. In pregnancy, a swelling of the 
mammary glands is noticed considerably before the 
onset of parturition; and this symptom is often a 
precursor of abortion. The swelling is not confined 
to the mammary gland, but extends to the abdomen, 
and sometimes reaches to underneath the chest. A 
certain rigidity of the hind limbs is associated with 
these symptoms. 

This clinical picture, whioh to the non-expert eye 
may simulate a gastro intestinal catarrh, becomes 
acute in some periods, and disappears when the 
disease reaches the chronic stage. As the infective 
agent of the disease is not accurately known, it 
remains uncertain whether these symptoms are 
related with the toxic action of the infective agent 
or with vital processes of its development, 

The course of the disease has many variations in 
single cases and subjects. It may be prolonged for 
years, or be of less duration. Some mares are not 
susceptible to it at all; others are only slightly 
affected. In general, however, the animals are 
attacked by abortion in the first two years after 
their ingress to the infected stable ; and, after having 
overcome the disease, they produce healthy foals. 
Probably they acquire immunity against the in¬ 
fection; though sometimes they become affected 
anew, and hare further abortions or produce foals 
which are defective, or affected with polyarthritis. 

Transmission certainly occurs at the act of copu¬ 
lation, and perhaps also in other ways. 

According to Miessner, the paratyphoid bacillus, 
which is the causal agent of the disease, is found in 
the fsBces. Whether this germ may also be present 
in damaged hay has not been accurately demon¬ 
strated ; but it may be that bad hay, and the germs 
and moulds that are ingested with it, have an in¬ 
jurious action upon the animal organism, and pre¬ 
dispose it to the disease. 

Undoubtedly the transmission and diffusion of 
the infection is effected in very many cases by 
means of the stallion. The irrigations and dis¬ 
infections which are now everywhere systematically 
practised after copulation do not always prevent 
transmission. Probably this is because the causal 
agent is present either in the seminal liquid or in 
the secretions of the accessory sexual glands of the 
stallion. (This fact was noted in the bull by Buck 
in the case of abortion due to Bang’s bacillus). 

It is not likely that the stallion acts only as an 
intermediary or bearer of infection. It should 
rather be considered that the causal germ finds 
conditions, favourable to its life in the organism 
of the stallion, and may there develop a patho¬ 


genic action, just as in mares. Miessner, indeed, 
found that the blood of the stallion may be endowed 
with high agglutinating power for the bacterium 
paratyphi abortus equi. Moreover, Ommenbrodt 
is firmly convinced that attentive and repeated 
examination may reveal, even in the stallion, morbid 
symptoms characteristic of abortion. Among these: 
he mentions loss of energy in copulation, and dim¬ 
inution of the power of fecundation. He thinks 
attentive and prolonged observation of stallions 
suspected of having transmitted the disease is a 
very useful measure .—La Clinica Veterinaria. 

W.R.C. 


■Ropal (College of 
IDeterlnarp Surgeons. 

Quarterly Meeting op Council. 

(Concluded jrom paye Sfio.) 

Registration Committee. 

The Secretary read a report of the meeting of the 
Registration Committee, held on Thursday April 8tb, 
from which it appeared that 12 cases were considered by 
the Committee. 

In a case of covering against Mr. James Blakeway, 
member, it was reported that a reply had been received 
from him denying the allegation of covering. A letter 
was also received expressing his desire to resign his 
membership of the College. It was resolved “ That the 
resignation of Mr. James Rlakeway be accepted.” 

It was resolved that another member charged with 
covering should be called upon to appear before the 
Committee at the next meeting to show cause why his 
name should not be removed from the Register for un¬ 
professional conduct. 

In the case of a member charged with advertising, the 
explanation submitted by the member was accepted ; 
while in the case of another member the Solicitor re¬ 
ported that the offence had been discontinued. 

The Solicitor was instructed to obtain further infor¬ 
mation with regard to a non-member ; while in another 
case of advertising in connection with another non-mem¬ 
ber the charge was withdrawn by the complainant. 

It was resolved that no action should be taken in the 
case of another non-member. 

The Solicitor reported that the offence charged against 
a member had been discontinued : in a charge of solicit¬ 
ing by a member it was decided tnat there was no case; 
in the case of a member charged with advertising an ex¬ 
planation was submitted and considered satisfactory ; 
while the Solicitor was instructed to request an explana¬ 
tion from another member. 

The Secretary reported that the offence charged 
against a non-member had been discontinued. 

CoiTespondence. Letters were received complaining 
of the employment of unqualified persons by certain 
veterinary surgeons. 

It was resolved that the Secretary be instructed to re¬ 
ply to the complainants that the information given was 
not sufficient to permit the Council to judge whether the 
bye-law with regard to covering is being infringed or 
not, and to state that the point the Council has to decide 
in all such cases is not whether an unqualified person is 
being employed by a veterinary surgeon but whether he 
is being employed in such a way as to lead the public to 
suppose he is qualified. 

A letter transmitting an extract from the Daily 
Gi aphic with regard to Mrs. Quthrie of Hastings, was 
read, and the Secretary reported that he had written to 



April 24, 1920 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


499 


the Editor of the paper pointing ont the inaecuracy of 
the statement made. 

pr^ed** re8olved that tIle action °* Secretary be ap- 

Applications for restoration. An application was re¬ 
ceived from Mr. C. W. N. Park for the restoration of his 
name to the Register, it having been removed under 
section 5 sub-Rection 4 of the Veterinary Surgeons Act. 
The application was found to be in order, and it was re¬ 
vived to recommend that the name of Mr. C. W. N. 
Park be restored to the Register of Veterinary Sur¬ 
geons. 

Mr. E. J. Sewell. A letter was received from the 
Solicitor to Mr. E. #J. Sewell requesting the reconsider¬ 
ation of the previous decision of the Committee defer¬ 
ring the application for restoration until the October 
meeting of the Council. 

It was resolved that the previous decision of the Com¬ 
mittee be adhered to. 

Mr. Coleman : I should like to ask the Solicitor 
through you, sir, what happens in the event of any of 
these members voluntarily resigning and applying to be 
restored to the Register again, if such a case should oc¬ 
cur. It appears to me that having once resigned they 
cannot be guilty of unprofessional conduct during the 
period that they have resigned from membership, and 
should they apply to be restored again at a future period 
we cannot refuse to accept them. (Cries of “ Oh 1 
yea"). 

The President: I will ask the Solicitor to reply to 
the question. 

Mr. Thatcher (Solicitor): I will refer Mr. Coleman 
to section 6 of the Act. I think that is all I need say. 
Mr. Coleman can see for himself what the Section 
says. 

Dr. Bradley : I move the adoption of the report. 
Mr. Mason seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

The President : Arising out of the minutes of the 
Registration Committee, not only of this but of other 
meetings, there are certain applications for removal and 
restoration which have to be decided by the Council. 
On previous occasions there has not been the necessary 
auorum present to deal with the business. The first is 
the application by Mr. F. K. Henton for the removal of 
his name from the Register at his own request. I move 
that from the chair. 

Dr. Bradley seconded the motion, which was carried 
nem. con . 

The President: The application of Mr. William 
James Moran for the restoration of his name to the 
Register. I move that from the chair. 

Dr. Bradley seconded the motion, which was carried 
nem. con. 

The President : That the name of Mr. James Blake¬ 
way be removed from ths Register at his own request. I 
move that 

Mr. Banham seconded the motion, which was carried 
nem. con. 

The President : That the name of Mr. C. W. N. 
Park be restored to the Register of Veterinary Surgeons. 

I move that from the chair. 

Mr. Banham seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

Examination Committee. 

Mr. Mulvey read the following report of a meeting of 
the Examination Committee, held on February 5th, 
1920:— 

Educational certificates Nos. 2263, 2264, 2265 were 
submitted and approved. 

Applications for exemption from the Preliminary ex¬ 
amination were received from 24 ex-service candidates, 
in each case accompanied by educational certificates or 
testimonials from Headmasters. 


It was resolved That the applications be acceded to in 
the following cases :— 

1982 Williams, J. D, 24, 2 years, R.F.C. Disability. 

R u tf\erford,A. S., 24j, 5 years* service, Lieut. 

2232 Smith, W. C., 25 3 years* service, Staff Lieut. 

2242 Morgan, C. P., 22, 4 years* service 

2256 Jones, W. D., 26, 3 years’ service, Capt. m.c. 

2257 Poer, L. H. B., 24, 5£ years* service 

22, 2 years’ service, Lieut, wounded 

2261 Jackson, J. C., 33 

2262 Bali, K. R., 3 j years* service 

2268 Bullen, E. F., 21, 5 years* service 

2269 Waddell, M., 27, 6 years’ service 

2270 Chun, E. J., 26, 5§ years’ service 

2271 Wilcox, F. W., 23, 5 years’ service 

2272 Senior, E. B. G., 22, 3i years* service 

Applications were received from 18 veterinary students 
for special concessions on account of military service. 

It was resolved That the following students be per¬ 
mitted to sit for the Class A examination in July next, 
subject to a satisfactory certificate of attendance being 
received : — 

Bali, K. R.. entered Edin. Jan. 1920. 

Macrae, W.W., „ „ „ 5 years* service 

It was resolved that the remainder of the applications 
be refused. 


Mr. Mulvey read the following report of a meeting of 
1920 . mination Committee, held on March 10th, 

Educational certificates Nos. 2272, to 2287 were sub¬ 
mitted and approved. 

Applications for exempticn from the Preliminary 
Educational examination were received from 17 ex-ser¬ 
vice students, in each case accompanied by an educa¬ 
tional certificate or a testimonial from a Headmaster. 

R was resolved («) That the applications be granted in 
the following cases :— 

2220 Wiggins, R. F., 33, 4 years* service 

JJ atcb » F. R 25, 4 years’ service, Lieut., wounded 
J* R » 23, 4 years' service, Lieut., m.c. 

2294 Esson, A. M^ 22, 5 years’ service, Lieut. 

2295 McQuaker, J., 24, 4 years’service, Sergt, r.a.v.c. 

2296 Archibald H. D., 20, 2 years’ service 

2297 Evans, J. M., 21, 4 years’ service, Lieut. 

2298 Elliott, W. B., 21, 3 years’ service, Lieut. 

2299 Burgon, W. G.. 20, H years’service 

2302 Heveningbara, A. G., 5 years’ service, Sergt. r.a.v.c. 
(b) That the following cases be deferred :— 

2289 Sneyd, A. L., 21, 3 years* service, Lieut. 

2301 Peel, W., 5 years* service 

D.V.S.M. Examination. It was resolved That the 
examination for the Diploma in Veterinary State Medi- 
cmd be held at Edinburgh, on Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday, June 23rd-25th. * 

Mr. Mulvey read the following report of a meeting of 
the Examination Committee, held on April 8th, 
1920:— * 

Educational certificates Nos. 2312, to 2315, and 2318 
were submitted and approved. 

Applications for exemption from the Preliminary 
examination were received from 14 ex-Bervice students, 
in each case accompanied by an educational certificate 
or a testimonial from a Headmaster. 

It was resolved (a) That the applications be granted 
in the following cases:— 

2289 Sneyd, A. L., 21, 3 years* service, Lieut 
230P Peel, W., 22, 5 years’ service, Capt. Oxford iunr. 
and senior Certs. 

2303 Sapsed, A. H., 24, 5 years’ service, Commission 
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2304 Trumper, E. H. G., 25, 5 years 1 service, twice 
wounded 

2306 White, T. O. S, 24, 5 years* service, commission, 

wounded 

2307 Thorne, E. P.,21, 3 years* service, Lieut r.a.f. 

2308 Sbuttleworth, A. C., 23,34 years* service, wounded, 

M.M. 

2309 Mcllwaine, J. E., 22, 4 years* service, wounded 

( b) That the following cases be deferred :— 

2260 Fowler, A., 35, 5 years* service, mentioned 
2316 Macqueen, M., 19, l£ years* service 

Special application*. An application was received 
from Mr. J. Richards (3 years service) for exemption 
from part of the first year’s course, he having passed the 
Intermediate examination for the degree of Bachelor of 
Veterinary Science. 

It was resolved That the applicant be registered as a 
second year student conditional upon his taking the 
whole subject of Anatomy at the Class B Examination. 

An application was received from Capt. J. Donne, 
R.A.V.C., (3 years Bervice) for permission to take the final 
year’s course for the diploma of M.R.C.V.S., he being 
the holder of the diploma of Doctor of Veterinary 
Medicine of the San Francisco Veterinary College. 

It was resolved That the application be acceded to. 

On the motion of Mr. Mason, seconded by Dr. Mc¬ 
Call, the reports were adopted. 

Parliamentary Committer. 

Mr. Garnrtt read the following report of a meeting 
of the Parliamentary Committee held on April 8th, 
1920:— 

Parliamentary Bill*. The Dogs Protect ion Bill and 
the Importation of Plumage (Prohibition) Bill were 
submitted, but no action was taken. 

Bootle Corporation Bill. It was reported to the Com¬ 
mittee that the clause in this Bill to which objection 
had been taken would be deleted. 

Ministry of Health.— Representation on Consultative 
Councils. A letter was submitted from the Ministry of 
Health furnishing lists of the members of the Consulta¬ 
tive Councils appointed, and regretting that it had not 
been found possible within the limits of membership 
laid down in the Order of Council to invite any person 
to serve upon the Consultative Council on Medical and 
Allied Services, on the ground of special knowledge ot 
veterinary science. Provision had, however, been made 
for the appointment of committees of a Council for 
special purposes, and for the addition to such Commit¬ 
tees of persons who are not themselves members of a 
Council. 

A letter was received from the Scottish Board of 
Health stating that Dr. O. C. Bradley had been appoint¬ 
ed as a member of the Consultative Couucil on Medical 
and Allied Services, but that it had been impossible 
within the limits imposed upon its total membership to 
elect more than one representative of the veterinary 
profession. 

Letters were received from the West of Scotland 
V.M.A., and from the Scottish Branch of the National 
Veterinary Association conveying resolutions protesting 
against the inadequacy of the representation atforded on 
the Consultative Council and recommending that steps 
should be taken to increase the representation. 

It was resolved 1. That the Secretary be instructed to 
communicate with the Ministry of Health expressing 
the regret of the Council that it had not been found 
possible to appoint a representative of the veterinary 
profession on any of the Consultative Councils under 
the Ministry of Health, and to express the hope that 
the representatives of the profession would be added to 
any committee which mignt be appointed to deal with 


matters in which veterinary knowledge would be an as¬ 
sistance. 

2. That a letter be addressed to the Scottish Board of 
Health to express the hope that veterinary surgeons 
would be added to any committees which might be ap¬ 
pointed under section 7 of the Scottish Board of Health 
Consultative Councils Order to deal with matters in 
which veterinary knowledge would be an assistance. 

Army scheme for Boarded-out horse*. The following 
letter was received from the War Office in reply to the 
representations made by the Council in connection with 
the Army scheme for boarded-out horses. 

116/Gen. No./6854/V.D. 

War Office, London, S.W. 

8th March, 1920. 

Sir,—I am commanded by the Array Council to ad¬ 
vert to your letter of the 19th January, 1920, in which 
your Council call attention to the fact that considerable 
dissatisfaction has been expressed by members of the 
veterinary profession with the provision of the Army 
scheme for boarded-out horses for the two reasons. 

1. In cases where a veterinary surgeon has himself 
been away on Active Service it is unfair to him to have 
a subsidised practitioner introduced into the area of his 
practice while he is trying to re-establish it. 

2. In every case there is the possibility of the client, 
to save himself trouble, employing the member who 
attends the boarded-out horses, for the rest of his veteri¬ 
nary work. 

With reference to the first ground of complaint, I am 
to state that a careful review of the whole question has 
failed to show any instances where a subsidised practi¬ 
tioner has been directly introduced by the Army Coun¬ 
cil into any practice. A few instances may have oc¬ 
curred where demobilised officers have settled in areas 
other than those in which they practisedlin pre-war days, 
and, owing to the fact that they had the greatest claims, 
or, were even when horses were first allotted under the 
scheme, they were employed under a yearly contract. 

With reference to the second ground of complaint, I 
am to submit that this is a question so closely related to 
the ethics of the veterinary profession, that the Army 
Council do not feel justified in interfering. 

Your Council will readily appreciate that it is mani¬ 
festly impossible for every veterinary surgeon practising 
in the United Kingeom to be employed under the 
boarding-out Bcheme, and that it is necessary for the 
Army Council to retain the privilege of appointing prac- 
tioners of their own selection for the veterinary attend¬ 
ance and supervision of their own animals. 

I am to add that as officers have been demobilised, the 
addresses they have given in every instance have been 
sent to the various Commands concerned, in order that 
they might, if possible, be employed under the scheme, 
and it is understood that the great majority of the 
suitable demobilised officers have been offered any con¬ 
tracts which have been made in the areas of their prac¬ 
tices, subsequent to their demobilsation. 

In conclusion, I am to thank your Council for bringing 
the matter to notice, and to assure them that the Army 
Council is only too anxious in every possible way to help 
those members of the veterinary profession who so loy¬ 
ally came forward during the recent war.—I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

(Signed) B. B. Cubitt. 

The Secretary, 

Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 

10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C. 1. 

Repair* to premise*. The Treasurer reported that 
certain repairs to premises were necessary, but that he 
was not yet prepared with an estimate as to the work 
required to be done. 
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Council Room. It was resolved to recommend That 
in view of the difficulty expressed by members in hearing 
speeches and discussions, the Parliamentary Committee 
be authorised to take into consideration the arrange¬ 
ment of the Council room and to make suggestions for 
improvements. 

On the motion of Mr. Mason, seonded by Mr. Price, 
the report was adopted. 

Annual Feb Committee. 

Sir John M‘Fadyean read the following report of a 
meeting of the Annual Fee Committee held on Thursday, 
April 8th, 1920 

PresentSir John M‘Fadyean in the chair, Mr.W. J. 
Mulvey, Col. A W, Mason, Mr. R. C. Trigger, Maj.-Gen. 
L. J. Blenkinsop, Mr. J. Abson, Dr. OT C. Bradley, 
Messrs. J. McKinna, F. W. Garnett, Sir Stewart Stock- 
man, Messrs. J. H. Carter A' Gofton. 

The following reports of the Executive Sub-Committee 
were read and approved :— 

A meeting of the Annual Fee Sub-Committee was 
held at the College, on Thursday March 18th, 1920. 
Present : Sir John M‘Fadyean in the chair, Messrs. T. 
S, Price, S. H. Slocock, Sir Stewart Stockman. 

The Chairman reported that the Veterinary Surgeons 
Act (1881) Amendment Bill had passed its first reading 
on February 19th and its second reading on March 11th. 
The Bill had been opposed on behalf of a number of un¬ 
qualified persons who desire to obtain registration. 

A circular explaining the object of the Bill answering 
the objections was submitted and approved. The course 
of action to be taken to facilitate the passage of the Bill 
through the Standing Committee and afterwards in the 
House of Lords was discussed and the Solicitor was in¬ 
structed as to the line of action to be adopted in the 
event of amendments being proposed. 

A meeting was held at the College, 10 Red Lion 
Square, on Saturdav, 27th March. Present: Sir John 
M'Fadyean in the chair. Messrs. T. Price, S. H. Slo- 
cock. 

Amendment Bill. The Solicitor submitted a list of 
amendments which had been put down, and reported 
that the Bill would be considered in Standing Commit¬ 
tee on Tuesday March 30th. 

It was resolved That Mr. H. S. Cautley be empowered 
to move amendments to section 2 sub-section 3 of the 
Bill with regard to the procedure to secure payment of 
the annual tee. 

A statement prepared by the Chairman for the im- 
formation of the backers of the Bill was submitted and 
approved. 

Amendment Bill. The Chairman reported that the 
Amendment Bill had passed through Standing Commit¬ 
tee B on the 30th March with certain minor amend¬ 
ments. The Bill would come up for report on 11th June 
and a third reading would be taken on 18th June. 

It was resolved That a vote of thanks be accorded to 
the Chairman of the Committee, the President, the So¬ 
licitor, the Secretary, Mr. Malcolm and Mr. Dawes for 
the successful work done in connection with the Bill. 

On the motion of Sir John M ( Fadyean, seconded by 
Mr. Abson, the report was received and adopted. 

Election of Examiners. 

The following applications for election as Examiners 
were received 

Membership Examination. 

Class D. 

Medicine (f.r.c.v.8.) J. Brown, F. L. Gooch, J. Malcolm, 
J. Penberthy, H. L. Roberts, S. J. 
Motion, M.R. SAN. INST. 


Surgemj (f.r.c.v.s.) R.J. Hie fees, Major F.T.G. Hobday, 
Major W. S. Mulvey. 

Class C. 

Pathology J. Miller, m.d., d.sc., f.r.c.p.e., 

H. C. Reeks, f.r.c.v.8. 

Materia Medica (f.r.c.v.s.) Hugh Begg, J. Peddie 
Hygiene (f.r.c.v.s.) R. C. Irving, H. Taylor, J. D. 

Whitehead, W. Woods 

Class B. 

Anatomy (f.r.c.v.s.) H. G. Bowes, W. E. Ison 
Histology and G. A. Buckmaster, m.a., m.d., 
Physiology D. Burns, m.a., d.sc. 

H. C. Earl, m.d., f.r c.p.i. 

F. W. Lamb, m.d., d.p.h. 

Stable Manage- (f.r.c.v.8.) H. J. Dawes, R. C. Irving, 
ment & Shoeing Mai. A. B. Mattinson, M.c., d.v.s.m. 

J. D. Whitehead, d.v.s.m. 

Class A. 

Anatomy (f.k.o.v.8.) Major A. F. Castle, W. Jackson 
Young, d.v.s.m., 

Chemistry J. M. H. Munro, d.sc., f.i.o., r.c.s., m.r.c.s., 
it Physics L.R.C.P., 

H. Somerville, b.sc., f.c.s., m.r.c.s., l.r.c.p. 
Biology Major J. R. Ainsworth Davis, m. a.,m.sc.,f.c. p. 

W. B. Bottomley, m.a., ph.d. 

E. J. Schwartz, d.s.c. 

The President : Does any member desire the test¬ 
imonials that have been received to be read before the 
election takes place? (Loud cries of ‘No’). Then we 
will proceed to the election of two examiners for class D 
Medicine, for which 6 applications have been made. 

Class D. Medicine. Ballot. Malcolm 16, Penberthy 
12, Brown 5, Gooch 1, Motton 1. The President declared 
Messrs. Malcolm and Penberthy duly elected. 

Class D. Surgery. Ballot. Hickes 15, Hobday 14, 
Mulvey 8. Messrs. Hickes and Hobday. 

Class C. Pathology . Messrs. Miller and Reeks, 
unanimously. 

Class C. Materia Medica. Messrs. Hugh Begg and 
J. Peddie. 

Class C. Hygiene. Ballot. Woods 21, Taylor 17, 
Irving 6, Whitehead 2, Messrs. Woods and Taylor. 

Class B. Anatomy. Messrs. Bowes and Ison unani¬ 
mously. 

Class B. Histology and Physiology. Ballot. Buck- 
master 21, Earl 16, Burns 5, Lamb 4. Messrs. Buck- 
master and Earl. 

Class B. Stable Management and Shoeing. Ballot. 
Dawes 21, Mattinson 16, Irving 9, Whitehead none. 
Messrs. Dawes and Mattinson. 

Class A. Anatomy . Messrs. Castle and Jackson 
Young, unanimously. 

Class A. Chemistry and Physics. Dr. Munro and 
Mr. Somerville. 

Biology Class A. Ballot. Maj. Ainsworth Davis 21, 
Bottomley 13, Schwartz 10. 

The President declared Maj. Ainsworth Davis duly 
elected, but as the other two candidates had not received 
a clear majority of those present it would be necessary 
to hold another ballot for the election of the second ex¬ 
aminer. 

A second ballot resulted in a tie, Mr. Bottomley and 
Mr. Schwartz receiving 11 votes each. 

The President : I presume I must give a casting vote. 
I give my casting vote in favour of Mr. Schwartz. I de¬ 
clare Messrs. Ainsworth Davis and Schwartz duly 
elected. 
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Jubilee Memorial and Bursary Prize. 

The following examiners were unanimously elected for 
the Jubilee Memorial and Bursary Prize : — 

French: Mr. H. C. Wilkie. 

Physiology: Mr. Buckmaster 

Pathology: Mr. Reeks 

Medicine: Mr. Malcolm 

Surgery: Mr. Hickes. 

Appointment of Scrutineers. 

On the motion of Mr. Mason, seconded by Mr. Carter, 
the gentlemen who had previously acted as scrutineers 
were re-elected, the President being given power to add 
to the names if necessary. 

Annual Dinner. 

The President : I now ask the Council to say whether 
an annuai dinner shall be held this year. 

Mr. Lawson : I think it is time we had an annual 
dinner ; we have not had one for four or five years now. 
I should like to suggest that the dinner be arranged by 
the Council, and that if any other members of the pro¬ 
fession would care to attend it shall be open for them to 
do so. The members of Council have not the opportun¬ 
ity of meeting together very often, and I think we 
should get to know one another much better if we had a 
dinner together. I would like to suggest that the dinner 
be held on the day when the new President is elected, in 
July, and not, as is usually the case, on the day of the 
annual meeting of the profession. The members of 
Council will then have the opportunity, if they wish, of 
gathering together and having a friendly talk. I think 
it is rather a good suggestion, because we do not often 
mix together. Wc work hard here forjtwo or three days, 
but we do not amuse ourselves—I do not know where 
we all get to at night. (Laughter). I move that a din¬ 
ner beheld to be arranged by the Council, and that any 
other members of the profession be invited to attend if 
they care to do so. 

Mr. Carter : I have much pleasure in seconding 
that. 

After a short discussion it was resolved, on the motion 
of Mr. Abson, seconded by Mr. Trigger, that the annual 
dinner held after the annual meeting in June should not 
be held. 14 voting for and 2 against. 

The President : The Counil now has before it Mr. 
Lawson’s suggestion, seconded by Mr. Carter, that adin- 
ner be held m July. 

Mr. Abson : Does that come within the province of 
this meeting 1 I think that is a matter that could bear- 
ranged otherwise. 

Tne President : Yes, I think that is so. I think that 
must be arranged among ourselves. 

Notices of Motion. 

Sir John MTadyean : I beg to give notice of the 
following alteration of bye-laws 

“ Bye-law 53 sub-section (iii): To repeal this section 
of the bye-law. 

Bye-law 53 clause (iii) to read as follows 

“ The permission by any veterinary surgeon for his 
name to be used by any unqualified or unregistered per¬ 
son or to permit any other act whereby an unqualified or 
unregistered person may pass himself off as or practise as 
a veterinary surgeon.” 

Mr. Howard : I beg to give notice of the following 
motion 

“ That in the opinion of this Council the practice of 
certain bodies in advertising veterinary ^appointments as 
open to tender is opposed to public interests and to the 
dignity of the veterinary profession, and ought to be 
abandoned. Furthermore, tqe Council is of opinion that 


members of the profession should decline to apply for 
appointments offered on such conditions.” 

Mr. Mulvey : I beg to give notice that I shall 
move :— 

'* That the examination for the Jubilee Memorial and 
Bursary Prize be fixed for the 24th and 25th of Septem¬ 
ber next.” 

On the motion of Mr. Abson, seconded by Mr. Brittle- 
bank, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the Presi¬ 
dent for his conduct in the chair, which the President 
brieliy acknowledged. 

The meeting then terminated. 


REVIEW. 

Studies on Acari. No. 1. The genus Demodex, Owen, by 
Stanley Hirst (Assistant in the Department of Zoology) 
London. Printed by order of the Trustees of the British 
Museum (N.H.) 1919. Pp 44, 13 plates and 4 text figures, 
Price 10/- 

Although this work is strictly of a zoological nature, 
the author refers in his introductory remarks to the fre¬ 
quency, symptoms, treatment and relation of staphy¬ 
lococcus in the skin of the different animals liable to be 
affected with so-called demodectic or follicular mange. 
A brief account of the history, origin, affinities and habits 
of the group are given. In the section dealing with 
morphology the author asserts that there is a respiratory 
system, that there are five articles to the legs in addition 
to the epimeron and that the male is easily distinguished 
from the female by the sexual orifice of the former being 
placed on the dorsal surface of the cephalothorax, whilst 
that of the latter is a longitudinal slit placed at the 
anterior end of the ventral surface of the abdomen just 
behind the epimera of the last pair of legs. All these 
points represent an advance on previous writings. 

The group is placed in the order Acari. sub order 
Vermiformia Prostigmata, family Demodicidc e. 

A number of new species from rodents and other 
mammals are described, so that the genus is stated to con¬ 
tain 16 species and 5 varieties. It has been customary to 
regard the genus as containing only one species viz.—/>. 
Jollicnlorum of man with a variety of it on other hosts. 
With the exception of D. cams var ovis Rail let, of the 
sheep, all the follicular mites found upon the domesticated 
mammals are regarded as distinct species—thus D. canw, 
D. cati , D. phylloides (pig) D. bovis % D. tqui , and D. 
caprte. Descriptions, measurements and drawings of all 
the species are given. 

Perhaps one could have hoped for some details of 
technique with regard to the preparation and preservation 
of permanent mountings. The work represents a great 
advance on existing literature upon a group of acan im- 
; portant to veterinarians. 

A.W.N.P. 


R.O.V.S. WAR MEMORIAL. 

The Secretary begs to acknowledge the receipt of the 
following donations, or promises of donations:— 


Bradley, O. C. Dr. £3 3 0 

Castle, A. F. 2 2 0 

Gooch, F. L. 4 4 0 

Gibbings, G. H. 2 2 0 

Lang, W. W. 110 

Mullany, J. 110 

Tainsh, J. W. 2 2 0 


Previously reported 509 5 0 
£526 0 0 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.8. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1920. In each case the amount is 
£1 Is., except where otherwise indicated. 

Aveston, J. J., Bath Roach, W., Exeter 
Butler, E. R. C., Maj.-Gen. Symes, T. J., Yeovil 
£5 Tainsh, J., Grimsby 
Downie, H. F., Falkirk Webb, E. C., Lt.-Col. 
Eaglesham, R., London,W. r.a.v.c. 

Gooch, F. L., Stamford Woods, W., Wigan 

Baron Amt. April 14 £724 1 5 

Harvey, F. T., St. Columb -•*— 

* 10/6d. £741 2 11 

Haywood, J. 1)., Leicester - 

Macqueen, A. S., Glasgow 

* Received with following letter 
Secretary, R.C.V.S. 

Dear Sir,—In order to relieve the financial situation 
of the Royal College, pending the passing of the Veteri¬ 
nary Surgeons Bill, it appears worth enquiring whether 
there are not a sufficient number of practising veterinary 
surgeons willing, for one year at least, to give an addi¬ 
tional half guinea subscription forming a sort of supple¬ 
mentary list. By way of a start I enclose 10/6.—1 am, 
Yours truly, 

F. T. Harvey. 

NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

Midland Counties Division. 

THE ASTOR REPORT AND PROSPECTIVE 
LEGISLATION IN RELATION TO THE MILK 
SUPPLY. 

By A. Gofton, f.r.c.v.s., Edinburgh. 

Discussion. 

( Concluded Jrom p. Jfin.) 

Mr. Tudor Hughes commented on the change of 
temperature endured by milk in railway transit, which 
could best be got over by means of refrigerator vans. As 
for unsuitable premises, they were a legacy from those 
far-off days when there was no inspector who visited 
farms and ordered this and that to be done. The best 
way, in his opinion, to get clean milk was to have a clean 
animal. 

Prof. Wooldridge said he had listened with great in¬ 
terest to Prof. Gofton’s criticism of the Astor report. 
He should support any system that could be reasonably 
brought into existence for grading milk and ensuring a 
pure supply, on which the health of the children of the 
country so largely depended. Reform, however, would 
have to be brought about gradually. In some districts 
grading was already being done; and Mr. Malcolm had 
shown them what could be done towards producing tu¬ 
bercle-free herds, but that was really only one side of 
the question. As a rule, the farmer had not been pro¬ 
perly educated on the methods of getting a healthier and 
Setter class of stock, by which both he and the com¬ 
munity stood to benefit. With regard to refrigeration, 
he thought the best time for that was immediately after 
the milk had been produced. Much depended on the 
rapidity with which refrigeration was brought about. It 
had recently been shown in a number of samples of 
milk that the bacteria had largely augmented after pass- 
ins through the refrigerator. That was not the fault of 
refrigeration, bat due to neglect of the instruments. Re¬ 


frigerators. in his experience, were about the last things 
to be sterilised, and thus bacteria increased in number 
as the milk passed through the cooler. The fact had 
been definitely proved and the figures were valuable. 
He was strongly in favour of refrigeration, plus proper 
attention to the utensils in general. As to the disposal 
of re-acterB, he was afraid that more or less all farmers 
were open to some criticism. But it was not the farmer 
alone. He had in his mind some wealthy persons who 
had taken an important part in the campaign for the 
production of wholesome milk, and who sent their own re- 
acters to the open market. There should be some scheme 
devised which would prevent that sort of thing. The 
question of inspection was a vexed one, and he thought 
there was room both for whole time and part time men. 
Inspection was essential and what mattered most was 
that the inspector should be qualified. 

Dr. Billington said the point that struck him most 
was the percentage of cases of tuberculosis of the bovine 
type in children. That suggested the cow as the best 
means of attack, and was an unanswerable argument in 
favour of tubercle-free herds. 

Mr. Gooch commented on Prof. Gofton’s reference to 
quality rather than quantity engaging the attention of 
milk record . societies in Scotland. But although in 
England quantity was aimed at, the farmer had to run 
the risk of being fined if the quality of the milk fell be¬ 
low a certain standard. He disagreed with the state¬ 
ment of Mr. Tipper that 75% of the cow sheds were un¬ 
fit. That might be true of Mr. Tipper’s district, but 
certainly not in Lincolnshire where he (the speaker) 
came from. He found that farmers took great interest 
in the question. They were anxious to have their herds 
tubercle-free, and if any new farms were built the latest 
regulations were adhered to. His experience was that 
when a farmer had a re-acter he let someone else have it 
at once. That could be avoided if re-acters were fat¬ 
tened and sent to the butcher. Of course, it might raise 
the question as to whether they were fit for human con¬ 
sumption, and that was for the inspector to decide. Mr. 
Tipper said reforms must not be pressed all at once on 
account of the expense, but he believed the best milk 
producers were ready for any scheme. They recognised 
the financial benefits that accrued from a tubercle-free 
herd. What was more, farmers were looking to the 
the veterinary surgeon to help them to produce such a 
herd. 

Mr. Tipper said he would like to correct a misappre¬ 
hension. What he meant was that 75% of the old cow 
sheds were unsuitable in the light of present day require¬ 
ments. 

Mr. H. W. Dawes said they had listened to an ex¬ 
tremely able paper, in which there were one or two points 
that demanded their earnest attention. The first was 
that this country was considerably behind continental 
countries, especially in regard to the quantity of milk 
produced. He believed dairy imports in this country 
I were going up every year, particularly the importation 
of condensed milk. Though one did not wish to appear 
an obstructionist, he believed that if the proposed legis¬ 
lation was put into force its first effect would be to send 
up the price of milk. Education not only of the farmer 
but of tne general public was necessary if ever the Utopia 
they had in view was to be reached. Prof. Gofton said, 
in regard to the grading of milk in New York, that Grade 
C muk had practically disappeared, which only showed 
that the New York public were more alive to the im¬ 
portance of pure milk than they were in this country. 
He, like previous speakers, regretted the absence of a 
veterinary surgeon from Lord AstoFs Committee, and 
the probability was that until the report was published 
nine out of ten never knew that such a Committee had 
been appointed. 
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Mr. W. Trigger said if the public realised the state 
of some of the milk they were getting, there would 
soon be a strong agitation. He thought the farmer 
was anxious to improve the state of his cow shed 
but he was up against the landlord, who would not* do 
anything unless he was forced. 

Mr. Arm field said he was afraid many farmers did 
not realise the importance of what was being done. The 
proposed reforms were as much in the interests of the 
farmer as of the public. 

Mr. Martin said his experience was that farmers 
were glad to receive advice, and they generally acted on 
it. In regard to re-acters he thought the only way to 
deal with them effectively was to secure Government 
assistance in order to prevent them being sent to the 
market and possibly affecting other herds. 

The President said he was deeply indebted to Prof. 
Gofton for coming amongst them and entertaining them 
with such an instructive paper. Many points of great 
interest to the veterinary profession had been under dis¬ 
cussion that afternoon. The Astor Committee had done 
a great deal of good, and although he shared the regret 
expressed by other speakers that no veterinary surgeon 
was a member of it, he thought it should be borne in 
mind that several veterinary witnesses were examined. 
With regard to re-acters and their disposal, he thought 
there was something to be learnt from Denmark. If a 
re-acter was a deep milker, she was isolated, but if she 
did not come up to a certain standard she was fattened 
and killed. Mention had been made of milk records. 
He did not know of anything that was more beneficial 
to the dairy farmer than the keeping of records. In 
Denmark, the dairy farmers had their big associations 
and their sub-associations, and the latter employed 
inspectors who went to a farm and took a record of the 
weight and quantity of the milk. It was analysed as to 
quality, and the records were carefully preserved, both 
of the quality and quantity, so that a farmer knew which 
animals were paying him best. It had helped the Danish 
farmer to improve the milking strain of his herd, and in 
that respect farmers in this country had much to learn. 
Another point raised was connected with the hygiene of 
the shed. It was said by some people that cows would 
not give their best milk unless kept at a high temper¬ 
ature, but that had been disproved. They enjoyed better 
health in a cool temperature, though sudden changes 
were known to affect the milk yield. As to construction, 
it was not necessary to put the landlord to a big expense, 
but rather to carry out a number of small improvements, 
and particularly to see that the cows were kept thoroughly 
clean. In regard to the grading of milk, it was said that 
Grade A should be from tubercle-free herds, which was 
a great step forward. 

Reply. 

Professor Gofton thanked the meeting for the very 
favourable reception given to his paper. A good deal 
had been said with regard to building construction, but 
very little concerning the methods of conduct in the 
byre. One of the greatest faults in inspection was that 
they paid far too little attention to the methods by which 
milk was collected and handled, and far too much to 
construction. He did not mean that construction was 
not a material aid to clean production, but sufficient 
attention was not paid to the other side of the question. 
This Report brought it very forcibly home to them that 
it was time they gave more attention to the methods of 

S reduction. While a good building assisted in the pro¬ 
motion of good milk, they sometimes got filthy milk out 
of a well constructed byre, and clean milk out of a badly 
constructed byre. 

A point had been raised with regard to the pasteurising 
of milk, but he thought it quite possible that milk could 
be proauced, collected, handled and distributed without 


any need for pasteurisation. With regard to the Record 
Societies, in Scotland they not only keep a record, but 
they assist farmers by giving advice with regard to the 
feeding of their cattle, according to the milk yield, which 
often effected an appreciable reduction in the cost of 
production. There has been laid down a new standard 
tor the judgment of Ayrshire cattle, whereby 35 % of the 
total marks go to the cattle according to the official 
records of the Scottish Milk Records Society. That was 
an important step. 

He was glad reference had been made to the need for 
educating both farmer and public. It was very essential. 
Was the veterinary profession prepared to take its full 
part in promoting that education] He hoped so, because 
there were many phases of milk production in which the 
farmer was still woefully ignorant. As to the disposal 
of re-acters, he had no hesitation in saying that to allow 
them to be sold in the open market was an unsound 
policy. How best to deal with them was a matter for 
careful consideration. 


The Hon. Secretary at this stage read a letter from the 
National Veterinary Medical Association relating to the 
question and inviting a resolution, and the following, 
proposed by Mr. B. DeVine and seconded by the Hon. 
Secretary, was carried unanimously :— 

That in the opinion of this meeting, the manufacture, 
distribution, and use of tuberculin should be controlled 
by a central authority. It should be issued only to 
members of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons ; 
and cattle should be tested only by members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. The possession 
of tuberculin by others than members of the Royal Col¬ 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons or other authorised persons 
be made illegal. 

A vote of thanks to Professor Gofton for his paper, 
moved by the President and seconded by the Hon. Sec., 
was heartily carried. 

The Annual Dinner. 

Subsequently, the annual dinner of the Association 
was held, the first since 1914, Mr. Malcolm again presid¬ 
ing. In addition to those present at the meeting, the 
company now included Captain Grist (Birmingham Cor¬ 
poration), Mr. S. M. Woodward and Mr. L. W. Heelis. 

“ The King ” having been duly toasted— 

Mr. Cormack gave “ The Imperial Forces ”, referring 
in fitting terms to the part played by veterinary surgeons 
in the late war. Their own Association was well repre¬ 
sented in the Army Veterinary Dept, and he believed all 
who went had rendered the country yeoman service. 

The toast was acknowledged by Col. Dale and M^jor 
Green, both of whom expressed themselves well satisfied 
that the end of the war had enabled them to resume their 
civil duties. 

Mr. DeViNE proposed “The Royal College of Veteri¬ 
nary Surgeons,” which he said, was considered to have 
been dying for a good many years. But Phoenix-like, it 
waB rising again from its ashes, and gave every promise 
of developing into a strong and vigorous institution. 

Mr. McKinna, replying, said it was a relief to him to 
find that the College had not been adversely criticised 
that evening, which he often found to be the case. He 
could tell them, however, that the College had a great 
future before it. To be President, one ought almost to 
live on the spot, for he had to be frequently in attendance. 
In spite of their limitations, they were trying to do their 
best for the welfare of the profession. They had a good 
war record, and it was felt that something should be done 
to honour those of their colleagues who had made the 
supreme sacrifice. The Council had considered several 
proposals, and in addition to the erection of a mural tab¬ 
let bearing the names of the fallen, it was hoped to do 
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something which might benefit future generations by 
renovating and bringing up-to-date the College museum 
and library. They had a very valuable collection of 
literature, but it had been sadly neglected. Looking af¬ 
ter it had been everybody's business and consequently 
nobody’s business. It was intended to make the library 
a credit to the profession, replete with books that would 
assist students in research work. It would take time 
and money, but it would help the veterinary profession 
to come into its kingdom, and rank among the learned 
professions of the land. 

Mr. G. P. Male proposed “ The Midland Counties’ 
Veterinary Medical Association ”, and said he was glad 
to come as a representative of a kindred Association, be¬ 
cause he believed an interchange of views was a good 
thing. Such Associations held the veterinary profession 
together, and the Midland was universally regarded as a 
model institution. 

The President and Hon. Secretary responded. Both 
referred to the interruption in the Association’s activities 
caused by the war. Tney had carried on under difficul¬ 
ties but had emerged successfully and now looked for¬ 
ward with confidence to a period of prosperity. 

The other toasts on the list were ‘‘The Visitors”, 
proposed by Mr. F. L. Gooch and acknowledged by Capt. 
Grist, Dr. Billington, and Professor Gofton ; and “ Tne 
President-elect, proposed by Mr. H. J. Dawes and 
acknowledged f>y Mr. R. Over. 

H. J. Dawr8, P.R.O V.S., Hon. Sec. 


THE MID WEST AND SOUTH WALES 
VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 

At a meeting held at The Royal Hotel, Bristol, on 
April 1st, Mr. W. M. Scott, Bridgwater, presiding, it was 
unanimously decided to form an Association to be called 
The Mid West and South Wales Veterinary Association, 
embracing the Counties of Gloucester, Somerset, Wilt¬ 
shire. Hereford, Monmouth, Brecon, Glamorgan, Car¬ 
marthen and Pembroke. The following gentlemen were 
present:- Messrs. W. M. Scott, Bridgwater; J. C. Cole¬ 
man, Swindon :S. Codrington, Chipping Sodbury ; Capt. 
T. W. W. Hinale, Warminster; Messrs. Aveston, Bath ; 
Perry, Bristol; R. Moore, Treorehy ; W. D. Rees, Trea- 
lan ; E. Sayer, Newport: A. Roberts, Chepstow ; W. R. 
Watson, Thornbury; A. O. McDonald, Gloucester; 
Capt. Powell, Cleveaon ; Messrs. C. H. Delacherois, 
Sandford ; A. Veiteh, Weston-super-Mare ; Capt. Bras- 
nett, Wells; Messrs. Hayden, Miasomer Norton ; W. A. 
Welch, F. Tonar, Bath ) E. J. Bath, Keynsham; R. 
Porch, Major Henson, Clifton. 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. 
Williams, Abergavenny; J. B. Barber, Tichdale; J. Perry, 
Cardiff; A. S. Adams, Dursley ; F. C. Hobbs, Newport; 
S. H. Pettifer, Malmesbuiy; Capt. Austin, Devizes; 
Messrs. Cade, Pride-Jones, Bishop, Bristol. In addition 
to the above, 48 practitioners agreed to the formation 
of a Society. 

Officers. 

The following gentlemen were elected for the ensuing 
year:— 

President . Mr. W. M. Scott, proposed by Mr. 
Aveston, seconded by Mr. Welch. 

Vice-Presidents . Mr. J. Coleman, by Mr. Watson 
and Mr. Porch ; Mr. W. A. Welch, by Mr. Coleman and 
Mr. Haydon; Mr. E. Sayer, by Mr. Rees and Mr. 
Roberts * Mr. R. Porch, by Mr. Perry and Mr. Coleman. 

Hem. Secretary and Treasurer . Mr. J. J. Aveston, 
by Mr. Porch and Mr. Welch. 

Auditors. Messrs. Hewson and Roberts, by Mr. 
Scott and Mr. Aveston. 


Proposed by Mr. Coleman, seconded by Mr. Roberts, 
that the subscription for each fellow shall be one guinea 
entrance fee, ana half a guinea annual subscription. 

Proposed by Mr. Scott, seconded by Mr. Coleman, 
that a committee be elected with power to draw up 
rules for the Association (with power to add to their 
number). 

Proposed bv Mr. Scott, seconded by Mr. Codrington, 
that the following gentlemen form the Committee 
Messrs. Bath, Welch, Tonar, Perry, Sayer, Porch, Cole¬ 
man, Veiteh. 

Proposed by Mr. Perry, seconded by Mr. Aveston, 
that quarterly meetings be held on the second Thursday 
in January, April, July and October, and that the next 
meeting be held at The Royal Hotel, Bristol, on the 
second Thursday in July at 3 p.m. 


WESTERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The annual general meeting was held at the Royal 
Clarence Hotel, Exeter, on Thursday March 25th. The 
President, Mr. P. J. Penhale, of Barnstaple occupied the 
chair, others present included Messrs. W. G. Blackwell, 
Exmouth ; P. W. Bloye, Plymouth; J. R. Conchie, 
Minehead ; John Dunstan, Liskeard : G. H. Gibbings, 
Tavistock ; W. Fyrth, Bridport; C. Masson, Torquay ; 
W. B. Nelder, Exeter; R. E. L. Penhale, Torrington ; 
Wm. Penhale, Holsworthy • Wm. Roach, Exeter ; W. P. 
Stableforth, Honiton ; W. R. Wright, Torquay and Wm. 
Ascott, Bideford, Hon. Sec. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were taken as 
read and confirmed. 

Apologies for non-attendance were read from Messrs. 
F. T. Harvey, E. W. Bovett, A. J. Down, P. Matthews, 
A. H. Oliver, W. L. Richardson, E. J. Thorburn and J. 
T. Vickery. 

Correspondence. 

Letters, acknowledging the votes of condolence passed 
at the last meeting, from Mrs. P. G. Bond and Mr. P. 
W. Bloye were read. Correspondence with Mr. Porch 
as to the proposal to form a veterinary society at Bristol 
was read. 

The circular letter from the President of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons dealing with the proposed 
War memorial was read and discussed. It was resolved 
to leave the question of subscriptions to the discretion of 
each individual member. 

Veterinary Suryeons Act (1881) Amendment Bill. A 
resolution in favour of this Bill was unanimously passed, 
and the Hon. Sec. instructed to send a copy thereof to 
each member of the Standing Committee representing 
this district. 

Congress of the Royal Sanitary Institute. It was 
deemed advisable for the Association to be represented 
at the Congress at Birmingham in July next and the 
Hon. Sec. was asked to endeavour to make the necessary 
arrangements with one of the members. 

Treasurer's Report and Balance Sheet. The annual 

X rt presented by Mr. Wm. Ascott was received and 
_>tea, on the motion of Mr. Gibbings, seconded by 
Mr. Wm. Penhale. 

The claims of the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent 
Fund were put forward and it was resolved on the 
motion of Mr. R. E. L. Penhale seconded by Mr. Wm. 
Penhale that this Association subscribe £2 2s. Od. annu¬ 
ally. 

Election of Officers. 

President : Mr. F. T. Harvey of St. Columb was 
unanimously elected President for the ensuing year. 
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Vice-Presidents : Messrs. P. J. Penh&le, J. Dunstan, 
0. H. Golledge and £. J. Thorbarn. 

Hon. Sec. Mr. Ascott said it was with deep regret 
that he could not see his way to again accept the position 
of Hon. Secretary. He moved that Mr. W. P. Stable- 
forth of Honiton, be elected in his stead, this was second¬ 
ed by Mr. G. H. Gibbings, and carried. 

Mr. Gibbings in eulogistic terms then moved the fol¬ 
lowing resolution which was seconded by Mr. R. E. L. 
Penhale, supported by the President and carried with 
acclamation “ The members of the Western Counties 
Veterinary Medical Association desire to record their 
sincere appreciation of the able manner in which M r. 
Ascott has discharged the duties of Hon. Sec. for the 
past 20 years, and also to express their deep gratitude to 
him for his long tenure of office.” 

Mr. Ascott in acknowledging, said that during his 
years of office he had by that means been brought in 
close personal contact with many members of the profes¬ 
sion, had made a host of friends, and derived consider¬ 
able pleasure that otherwise he would probably have 
missed. 

Hon. Treasurer. Mr. Ascott, elected unanimously. 

It was resolved to hold the next meeting in Cornwall 
and to leave the place and date in the hands of the 
President and Hon. Sec. 

General Fees. 

The discussion adjourned at the last meeting was now 
resumed, and the following alterations and additions 
agreed to. 

Veterinary examinations for Insurance Co. A long- 
discussion arose on this subject, and a resolytion passed > 
by the casting vote of the President, but immediately: 
afterwards three members asked that the resolution be 
submitted to the whole members of the Society by j 
post. 

The subject is now left in abeyance awaiting the 
scheme being prepared by the National Veterinary As- j 
sociation, which it is understood is aiming at a reasonble 1 
universal scale of fees for all members of the profes-. 
sion. 

£ s. d. 

Testing for Tuberculosis. Single animal I 11 6 
and mileage for 2 journeys 

2nd 3rd and 4th 10 6 

and mileage for 2 journeys 

Umbilical hernia £1 Is. and mileage 

Returning everted uterus, £l 1 and mileage 

Slinging. 10/C and 5/- per week for slings 

Contracts, per annum for each horse 111 6 

Foot and mouth disease, market inspection 110 
and 1/- per mile each way 

New Members. Mr. Walter Fyrth of Bridport, pro¬ 
posed by Mr. G. Lansley, seconded by Mr. Ascott, and 
Mr. W. G. Blackwell of Exmouth, proposed by Mr. W. 
Roach seconded by Mr. Ascott, were unanimously elec¬ 
ted. 

Mr. H. Arnold Thorne of South Molton, was pro¬ 
posed by Mr. P. J. Penhale and seconded by Mr. Con¬ 
ch ie. 

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded the retiring 
President, on the motion of Mr. Gibbings seconded by 
Mr. W. R. Wright. 

W. P. Stableforth, Hon. Sec. 

Veterinary Inspector for Caithness. 

Mr. George Budge, m.r.c.v.8., will succeed Mr. 
Robert Morris, of Wick, one of the most esteemed mem¬ 
bers of the veterinary profession in Scotland, in the 
appointment of veterinary inspector under the Diseases 
of Animals and Public Healtn Acts for the county of 
Caithness. 


LANCASHIRE 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The Annual Dinner and Re-union was held at the 
Grand Hotel, Manchester, on Tuesday, February 24th. 
The President, A. W. Noel-Pillers, Esn., Liverpool, in the 
chair. The attendance included Mr. J. McKinna (Presi¬ 
dent of the R.C.V.S.) Prof. Warrington York, (Liverpool 
University) Mrs. Pillers, Mr. and Mrs. G. H. Locke, 
Capt. and Mrs. Stent, Mr. and Mrs. Wolstenholme, Maj. 
ana Mrs. Bumdred, Mr. and Mrs. Johnstone, Mr. and 
Mrs. Spruell, Messrs. W. A. Taylor, C. Taylor, A. Law- 
son, W. Noar, W. Locke, C. W. Elam, and Maj. Wright, 

O.B.E. 

Apologies for absence were received from Maj. Nall, 
D.B.O., m.p., Li-Col. Brittlebank, c.m.g., who wrote a let¬ 
ter to the President to the effect that his absence was due 
to illness. F. Hopkins, O. Ducksbury. Maj. Adamson 
M.C., and Maj. Hopkins, o.b.e., who could not be present 
owing to the sudden death that evening of Mr. Gled- 
hill. 

The President gave the toast The King, followed 
by that to The Queen, The Queen Mother, Prince of 
Wales, and the other members of the Royal Family. 

Mr. Lawson, proposed that of His Majesty's Forces. 
Speaking to the Navy; the nation had to thank the 
Navy for the great work it had done, The Army had 
proved to be the best it was possible to produce. Offi¬ 
cers and men of all ranks had shown that British grit 
and pluck was not a thing of the past. He coupled the 
toast with the name of Maj. Burndred. 

Maj. Burndred, responding, supported Mr. Lawson 
in what he bad said regarding the Navy, and wished to 
add tribute to the work of the Mercantile Marine, 
which had done wonderful work under exceptionally 
dangerous and difficult circumstances. Speaking of the 
Army, he thought the Infantry deserved most praise. 
He was privileged to be attached to a Division composed 
of men from Manchester, South-East Lancashire. 
Cheshire, and North Wales, and it was a matter 01 
amazement to him to see the fine work done by cotton 
operatives, most of whom had previously had little or no 
opportunity for exercise or training. Some of them 
brought straight from the mill with no interest in ani¬ 
mals at all had been turned into Artillery drivers, and in 
the early days he felt sorry for them. After about twelve 
months experience they gave cause for great congratu¬ 
lation, aad made him feel proud to belong to a race of 
men who could so readily adapt themselves in time of 
stress, and to carry out the work in the manner they 
did. 

“iThe President of the R.C.V.S.” Mr. Taylor said fifty 
▼ears ago he joined the Lancashire V.M.A. and he 
believed he had been present at every Annual Dinner— 
Annual Meeting and Dinner. He wished to draw atten¬ 
tion to the difference, because he felt, with one or two 
other members, that the separation of one from the other 
had had something to do with the paucity of the attends 
ance. He did not wish the President of the Lancashire 
V.M.A. to think that he as a man, as a veterinary sur¬ 
geon, and as President is not fully appreciated. Person¬ 
ally he felt it a duty to be present. 

Coming to the toast; be was delighted for various 
reasons to propose the toast, because he had known Mr. 
McKinna ever since he was a veterinary surgeon. In 
t be old days there used to be interchange of visits be¬ 
tween membersof the Lancashire and Yorkshire Societies 
and he wished there was more of this spirit Mr. 
McKinna, he said, did not held bis position as President 
simply as an honour bestowed upon him by his colleagues 
on the Council, for if they followed the records of his 
doings in the Council, his attendances at meetings of 
Committees, etc., they would realize that he merited the 
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position he holds. He welcomed Mr. McKinna to 
Lancashire and extended to him the congratulations of 
the Lancashire V.M.A. 

Mr. McKinna thanked them for the kindly way the 
toast had been honoured. He was, he said, a child of 
Lancashire, and its Society was his training ground. 
At the early meetings he expressed himself with great 
trepidation but received much encouragement, and was 
elected for two years as President. He was pleased to 
be present at the Annual Dinner, and especially to sup- 
port Mr. Pillers, because they were all looking forward 
to a great future in the Society. 

He considered the Veterinary profession had rendered 
great service in the war. Sixty-seven of their members 
fell in the great conflict, and the R.C.V.S. wished, as no 
doubt all would wish, to honour these men by providing 
Borne memorial worthy of their memory. Many things 
had been discussed as to the form the memorial should 
take, but the general feeling of the members of the 
Council was to do something definitely beneficial to the 
profession. Firstly they decided to erect a mural tablet 
and then to bring the library and museum up-to-date, 
especially the library. The library contains some of the 
rarest books in the world, the books had never been 
catalogued and brought up-to-date, and this is to be done 
by the Secretary, who is appointed Librarian. The aim 
of the Council is progress—to raise the profession to a 
higher standard. 

“The Medical Profession.” Mr. Wolstknholmk said 
he felt honoured at haying this toast allocated to him, 
as it was one dear to his heart. He had undivided ad¬ 
miration for the Medical profession, its jiersonnel and 
aims ; the consideration for the welfare of others, and 
the service of others before the accumulation of wealth 
and the indulgence of luxury. It was far higher than to 
aim at amassing a fortune. The Medical profession, 
alike with the arts, sciences and literature, has made 
wonderful progress, say, from the middle of the last 
century to tne present time. 

It seemed remarkable to him how much the medical 
profession had achieved in the last fifty years. We have 
the state control of infectious and contagious diseases ; 
the state looks after certain individuals under the much 
discussed and not perfect Panel system ; we hear that 
the voluntary support of the voluntary hospitals is failing, 
and that the next step will be to nationalize the hospitals. 
Then we get to the final step, when the nation as a unit, 
the nation as a family ; the nation, seeing the need and 
determination for a well-cared for healthy people, will 
take over the care of the health of the whole nation. 
We shall have national service in which everyone will 
serve, national hospitals, and he hoped and believed that 
this would be largely for the betterment of the people of 
these islands. He was persuaded that if the science of 
medicine is to proceed rapidly and accurately it will have 
to be advanced upon well-defined lines in which the 
whole problems of medicine, human and animal, and 
pathology are co-ordinated. When these two sections 
of the profession are working to one end, there will be 
greater advancement of the science and art of medicine. 
He had the greatest pleasure in proposing the toast. 

Professor Warrington York acknowledged the toast, 
and expressed gratitude for the privilege of being present. 
He was interested both in the medical profession and the 
veterinary profession; their aspirations and aims were the 
same. He supported the President of the R.C.V.S. in his 
appeal for the library, and said that progress could not be 
made without one. He paid tribute to the qualities of Mr. 
Pillers, their President that evening, and was frequently 
embarrassed with problems respecting material brought 
by him for his opinion. He hoped to have the privilege 
of showing the members of the Lancashire V.M.A. 
through the new laboratories at the forthcoming visit 
to Liverpool, and the facilities they had for research in 


certain lines of work of the utmost importance to the 
veterinary profession. 

He agreed with Mr. Wolstenholme that the medical 

rofession could congratulate itself on the progress made, 

ut he said this could not have been made without the 
co-operation of the veterinary profession. No doubt the 
horse is a valuable animal, ana had to be carefully dealt 
with in the experimental line, but all would admit that 
man is a still more valuable animal, and it was obvious 
that experiments and certain lines of treatment for 
diseases in animals could be made which could not be 
on man. Therefore the medical profession looked to 
the veterinary profession for help. 

“The President of the Lancashire V.M.A.” Mr. Stent 
proposed this toast. He said the Society was founded 
in 1862 , and would very shortly be celebrating its 
diamond jubilee. It had frequently served as a stepping 
stone for its various Presidents to the highest position 
that the veterinary surgeon can attain—the Presidency 
of the R.C.V.S. He greeted Mr. McKinna as this year's 
President, who was also a past President of their Lan¬ 
cashire Association. Of the many pillars of the profession 
none had taken greater interest in the uplifting and wel¬ 
fare of the Lancashire V.M.A. than the present President, 
Mr. Pillers, who was keen, and anxious at all times to 
help in the advancement of the profession both scientifi¬ 
cally and politically. As secretary to the Northern 
branch of the N.V.M.A. he would prove very active. 
He was also looked upon as an authority on Parasitolgy, 
and they all knew of his contributions to Veterinary 
science on this subiect. With such a President they 
could not fail to make progress, and he appealed for the 
hearty support of each member to this end. There never 
was a time, he said, when unity was so greatly needed 
amongst the members of the Association. 

Mr. Pillers appreciated all that had been said, but 
rather than appreciation he would prefer to have unity 
and brotherly feeling in the profession—the motto of 
the profession, Vi* unita fortior, which freely translated 
is—United strength is stronger. His aim would always 
be for progress, and whatever he did or tried to do he 
endeavoured to be professional. He knew the medical 
profession to be a great profession, but did not think it 
Any more interesting tnan the veterinary profession. 
Prof. York is, he said, to give a paper at the next meeting 
of the Association, to be held in Liverpool, on the sub¬ 
ject of Worms in the Horse, and he extended a hearty 
invitation to all members to be present. 

Mr McKinna proposed “Our Guests”. He said that 
all there were welcome to the hospitable board of the 
Lancashire V.M.A. 

Mr. C. Taylor responded. He said that although he 
! had the honour to be “a chip of the old block ” he had 
not the same gift of speech. However, he had pleasure 
in voicing the thanks of the guests for the enjoyable 
evening they had been enabled to participate in. Al¬ 
though not officially interested in the Association, they 
were silent admirers. How could they be otherwise 
when they saw two of the most noble professions going 
hand-in-hand. The responsibilities of these professions 
are enormous, but they had the right men to shoulder 
these responsibilities. As has been so aptly said, it is not 
altogether a matter of making money, but the healing of 
the sick and the healing of dumb creatures. He could 
never forget an incident of his young days when he ac¬ 
companied his father one night to attend a horse suffer¬ 
ing from colic. Young minds are impressionable, and 
he remembered going into the stable.and seeing the horse 
dying. In its last moments it fell into a recumbent 
position and then raised its head with a look as if making 
an appeal for help. 

Those who were out at the war had an opportunity of 
seeing the great services rendered by the medical and 
veterinary professions. The result must be a great asset 
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in the advance of science—of medicine and surgery, both 
human and veterinary. 

They should not be disappointed with the attendance 
that night, but should take heart, carry on the good work, 
and the profession must succeed. 

“ The Ladies ” was proposed by Mr. Noar and respon¬ 
ded to by Mr. W. Locke. 

A most enjoyable musical programme was rendered 
during the evening. 

John Spruell, Hon. Sec. 


NAVEL OR JOINT-ILL IN FOALS. 

Serum and Vaccine. 

The foaling season is now advancing and requests for 
Serum and Vaccine as supplied by the Clydesdale Horse 
Society, are being received every day from veterinary 
surgeons in all parts. 

In order to prevent disappointment and delay I should 
like to intimate that our supply of Serum particularly is 
limited, and my Committee have decided to restrict its 
use meantime to mares , and foals of mares , that have had 
the disease in previous years. 

The material will be supplied free of charge to veteri¬ 
nary surgeons on application, but only for such cases. 

John it. McCall, m.r.c.v.s. 
331 Byres Road, Glasgow, W. 


OBITUARY. 

Winter— March 30th, at 7 Verona Villas, Limerick, 
Edward John Desmond (“ Jack ”), elder and dearly-loved 
son of Capt. E. C. Winter, f.r.c.v.8., and Bessie Rush- 
worth Winter. Aged 21 years. “ Thy will be done/ 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extracts from London Gazette 

Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

War Office, Whitehall, April 7. 

Temp. Capt. J. Robertson to be actg. Maj. while holding 
appt. of D.A.D.V.S. (Sept. 17, 1919). 

April 8. 

Maj. A. Edgar is placed temp, on the h.p. list on account 
of ill-health (March 2) (substituted for notification in 
Gazette of Feb. 23); Capt. T. L. Shea relinquishes the 
actg. rank of Maj. (Jan. 16). 

April 9. 

The follg. temp. Capts. relinquish their commns. on 
completion of service, and retain rank of Capt.:—F. 
Birkin (Feb. 2f>); H. F. Downie (Feb. 26) ; G. Frayne 
(Feb. 25) ; T. H. Jones (Feb. 26) : W, L. Little (Dec. 
2, 1919); R. W. MacDonald (Feb. 26) ; R. A. Murless 
(Feb. 26); A. O’Neill (Feb. 12)- J. J. O’Neill (Feb. 
21); W. P. Reid (May 7, 1919); J. E. Syme (Oct 21, 
1919) ; P. K. Walters (Feb. 25) ; W. F. Wright (Feb. 
19, 1919). 

April 14. 

Maj. and Bt. Lt.-Col. P. J. Harris relinquishes the actg. 
rank of Lt.-Col. on ceasing to hold the appt . of A. I). V.S. 
(Jan. 14). 

April 16. 

Lt.-Col. F. W. Wilson, c.m.o., f.r.c.v.s., relinquishes the 
act. rank of Col. on ceasing to hold the appt. of D. D.V.S. 
(March. 22). 

April 20. 

Capt. W. H. Simpson to be actg. Lt.-Col. from Feb. 22 
to May 27, 1919. 
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The College Funds. 

Everyone knows the state of the College finances, 
but members are slow in dealing with the situation. 
So far this year, they have subscribed but little 
batter than they did last year; though the need is 
greater now than it was then : that was explained 
at the recent Council meeting ; and members must 
act quickly if the College is to be secured from 
another depletion of capital. 

Several members, in recent months, have offered 
examples and suggestions for helping the College 
funds. One such example goes beyond the reach of 
most men. Mr. W. Woods, the senior member of 
the Board of Examiners, gave his services at both 
the July and Christmas examinations last year free 
of fees and expenses alike. This represents a 
financial sacrifice exceeding the capacity of the 
majority of practitioners; but still there are not a 
few who could afford something like it. 

An example which should make a more general 
appeal was set hy some members in the earlier days 
of voluntary subscribing. These subscribed not 
only a guinea for the year, but also additional sub¬ 
scriptions to oover the whole period of their gradua¬ 
tion at the rate of a guinea annually. Many men 
could do this, but comparatively few have chosen 
to do it. 

Two other suggestions are within the power of 
almost every member. Last autumn Mr. Squair 
roposed that members who had subscribed once 
uring the year should simply repeat their sub¬ 
scriptions towar4s its close. He set the example 
himself, but met with little support. Last week 
Mr. Harvey advanced an even more modest suggest¬ 
ion. He proposed the formation of an additional 
list of half-guinea subscriptions from members who 
have already subscribed one guinea. He, also, set 
the example by subscribing; and it remains to be 
seen whether he will gain more followers than Mr. 
Squair. How many men who have spared one 
guinea could not also afford another half-guinea ? 

There is no lack of systematic methods by which 
members may help the College funds if they 
choose—and too few do choose. There is a further 
method—for a member to send, as a donation, a 
larger sum than he could think of giving as an 
annual subscription, and hardly anyone has done 
this. And, while members are withholding sub¬ 
scriptions, the College is faced with the prospect of 
selling out stock at a ruinous loss. 


Representation. 

At a recent meeting of Society the oft-repeated 
complaint—that the general practitioner is ^not 
represented on the Council R.C.V.S. was again 


aired. Of the 32 names of the published list of 
Council 1919-20, 20 are those of men who hold no 
official position—Army, Municipal nor College. 
Two of the speakers spoke of the existence of a 
cabal. The members of three societies were, at 
this same meeting, invited to form a caucus! Prof. 
Wooldridge, in the course of a discussion, said:— 

“ Personally he objected to any individual saying that 
a particular class of the profession was represented by 
any individual or individuals on that Council. The 
Council was elected not by sections but by the profess¬ 
ion as a whole, and because any individual representa¬ 
tive happened to be engaged in one particular section of 
professional work it did not follow that he represented 
that section only.” “ If he were elected on the Council 
he should resent the suggestion that he was not a repre¬ 
sentative of the profession as a whole simply because he 
happened to be a teacher.” 

This is in harmony with the principle of election : 
the choice of the best men for the work. And the 
constitution of the profession provides for election 
from the whole body by the whole body—no con¬ 
stitution can be wider.* But there are many 
members who fail to grasp that fact; and incline 
to the hole and corner methods of discredited 
bumbledom. 


AN UNEXPECTED RECOVERY. 

I suppose every practitioner occasionally meets a 
case he thinks quite incurable, and yet recovery 
takes place. In January last I was asked by tele¬ 
phone to see a two-year old Clydesdale colt—the 
owner stating that what had always been a soft 
swelling at his navel was now bigger and quite hard, 
and had been so for a week; and the colt had fallen 
off very much in condition. After examining the 
swelling, which was about the size of a cocoa-nut, 
I expressed the opinion that it was a case of stran¬ 
gulated umbilical hernia. In my own mind how¬ 
ever I was not certain my diagnosis was correct, as 
the colt was feeding well and gave no evidence of 
pain ; and perhaps only omentum might be in¬ 
volved. I informed the owner I would see the colt 
in a day or two, but gave no prognosis. 

I called two days later and while manipulating 
the swelling my fingers penetrated the skin. I then 
increased the opening, and took away several hand¬ 
fuls of most foul smelling ingesta. During the time I 
remained in the box food continued to drop from 
the opening. I then told the owner I did not think 
the colt could recover, and that he ought to be des¬ 
troyed. As it was late on a Saturday night—the 
colt still feeding well—he said he would do so on 
Monday. 










5io 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


May i, 1920 


About a week ago I had occasion to visit the 
same farm. My client said “ oome round and see 
your colt.” Here was the colt I thought had been 
destroyed three months ago, quite well and in first 
class condition. I asked how long it took the wound 
to heal. ‘‘About four or five days, and during that 
time bucketfuls of food escaped from the wound." 

I am not quite sure what happened, but it is cer¬ 
tain a loop of the bowel could not have been stran¬ 
gulated ; more likely one side only was caught and 
sloughed off. 

Invergordon. John Bbown, f.r.c.v.s. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Clinical Researches upon Equine Inectious 
Anaemia. 

Frohner, from a detailed study of this disease, 
draws the following conclusions, which he sets forth 
in the Monatshtftc fiir Tierlieilkunde for 1919. 

1. The epizootic which appeared during the war 
in Posen, Silesia, and East Prussia, constituted a 
septicaemia sui generis , which is transmitted to 
healthy horses by means of injections of blood, and 
which may be considered as infectious anaemia. 

2. The etiological agent remains unknown ; and 
it is also uncertain whether there is an identity be¬ 
tween the disease observed on the Eastern frontier 
and the Western German frontier, with the anaBmia 
observed in France, America, and Japan. According 
to the experiences on the Eastern frontier, in 
America, and in Japan, it seems probable that in¬ 
fection is caused by the punctures of insects (Sto- 
moxidae , Tabanidcu ), On the Western frontier, how¬ 
ever, the disease seemed to be a contagion by the 
stable, and by a filtrable virus. Moreover, from the 
negative results of attempts at infection by contact, 
and from some diversity in the symptoms, it may be 
supposed that the disease in the West is not identi¬ 
cal with that found on the Eastern frontier. 

3. Equine anaemia appears to have no relation 
with pernioious anaemia of man (absence of poiki- 
looytosis and of erythrocytosis). 

4. The diagnosis presented great difficulty. Often 
the principal clinical symptoms—anaemic muoous 
membranes, and fever, were absent. No constant 
characteristic haBmatological appearances existed, 
only anisocytosis and lymphocytosis being found. 
On the other hand, exact examinations of the blood 
were not possible in practice; and therefore the 
anatomo-pathological results were often negative, 
especially in chronic cases. The only certain means 
of diagnosis was the inoculation of blood into healthy 
horses. 

5. The differential diagnosis was also very diffi¬ 
cult, because generally not a few secondary anaemias 
are comprised under the name of infectious anaem¬ 
ia. 

6. In view of the difficulties of the clinical and 
anatomo-pathological diagnosis, and our very limited 
knowledge of the etiology and pathogenesis of the 
disease, its compulsory notification is not advisable 
for the present.— (La Clinica Veierinaria). 

W.R.C. 


NATIONAL* 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

Southern Counties Division. 


Suggested Joint Meetings. 

The 36th annual general meeting was held on Thurs¬ 
day March 25th, at the Royal College of Veterinary Sur¬ 
geons, Red Lion Square, London. An invitation was 
extended to delegates from the Royal Counties and 
South Eastern Societies to discuss the holding of joint 
meetings, and a scheme was approved and now awaits 
the confirmation of the two Societies. 

The President of the Southern Counties, Mr. G. H. 
Livesey, of Hove, presided. Others who signed the at¬ 
tendance book were Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, London, 
and Messrs. Jas. T. Angwin, Hon. Sec., Arundel:. G. W. 
Pdoxsome, Hove; E. Whitley Baker, Hon. Treas., Wim- 
borne ; Walter Burt, Brighton ; C. W. Howard, Dorking ; 
H. A. MacCormack, J. W. McIntosh, London : F. Marks, 
East Grinstead ; C. Pack, Lymington ; F. G. Samson, 
Mitcham ; P. J. Simpson, Maidenhead ; and A. C.Wild, 
Woking, with Capt. G. Rees-Mogg and Mr. J. Willet, 
Central Veterinary Society, Messrs. T. F. Hogben, Presi¬ 
dent, and Hugh P. Hogben, Hon. Sec., of the South 
Eastern Society ; Mr. W. T. D. Broad, President, Royal 
Counties Society, and Mr. James Rowe, London. 

On the proposition of Mr. P. J. Simpson, seconded by 
Mr. Samson, the minutes of the last meeting as published 
in The Veterinary Record were taken as read and con¬ 
firmed. 

The President remarked that there was one item in 
the minutes that had not been published in the report, 
and that was the decision to pay Mr. Aylott a sum of 
£10 10s. out of the funds of the Society in recognition 
of the assistance he had given them now for several years 
past, and particularly during the war. Although not a 
veterinary surgeon, Mr. Aylott had given them freely of 
his time entirely out of good will. During the war he 
had done practically all the work, and no one knew 
better than he (the President) how arduous and yet how 
valuable that work had been. The resolution to make 
this payment was seconded by Mr. Samson and support¬ 
ed by several other members and was carried by a unani¬ 
mous vote. 

Mr. Aylott briefly returned thanks His association 
with the Society, he said, began several years ago when 
the late Mr. Todd, one of his greatest friends, was Hon. 
Secretary, and any little assistance he had given them 
since had been more than compensated for by the kind 
way in which they had always received him. Their gift 
that day had come quite as a pleasant surprise, and he 
appreciated it all the more because of that. 

The Hon. Sec. (Mr. J. T. Angwin) reported the receipt 
of a letter from Mrs. Baxter, of Christchurch, acknowledg¬ 
ing the vote of sympathy the Society passed at its last 
meeting on the death of her husband, the late Major 
Baxter. 

Mr. Angwin had also received a letter from the Cen¬ 
tral Veterinary Association of Ireland enclosing copies 
of three resolutions for which their support was desired. 
These resolutions had already been published. The Sec¬ 
retary was instructed to acknowledge the letter* 

Mr. Samson seconded, and this was agreed to. 

The President reported that he had received a letter 
from Mr. J. Crowhurst, one of the oldest members of 
their profession, regretting that illness prevented him 
from being present that day. Mr. Crowhurst was par¬ 
ticularly sorry in that he should like to have supported 
the resolutions that were coming on under item No. 8. 
Expressions of regret at inability to be present that 
afternoon had also reached him from Mr. Dixon and Col. 
Brittlebank. 
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The Hon. Sec. reported apologies and expressions of 
regret at inability to attend from Major Hobday, Messrs. 
E. R. Harding, G. Parr, H. Leeney, J. B. Tutt, Percival 
Carter, W. Maynard and G. P. Male. 

Maj. F. W. Taylor, who had been nominated for 
membership at the last meeting, was unanimously elec¬ 
ted. 

The election of Mr. F. W. Garnett as Hon. Associate 
was confirmed. 

The Hon. Sec. in submitting his report, remarked that 
he had tried to make it as brief as possible, to save time. 
He teok office at the 35th annual meeting, in March 1916 
and meetings were subsequently held in July of that 
year at Brighton and in December in London, but both 
were very poorly attended. In March 1917 he left this 
country for the French front, and a circular was sent out 
temporarily suspending activities of the Society during 
the war and stating that Mr. Aylott would act as Secre¬ 
tary in the meantime. The meetings were resumed after 
an interval of rather more than two years, in July and 
December, 1919, both of these meetings were held in 
London. Among the subjects discussed at tjje first of 
these meetings were professional fees, professional eti¬ 
quette, and rabies, the latter subject being introduced in 
a paper by their President, Mr. Livesey, and the Society 
had the advantage of the presence of Mr. G. F. Berry 
and Mr. W. Jackson Young, Veterinary Inspectors to 
the Board of Agriculture. At the December meeting an 
interesting paper was contributed by Cant. Gerald Blox- 
some, on his experiences with the R.A.V.C. during the 
war, and the deferred discussion on this was to be re* 
Burned that afternoon. Two new members were ebcted 
and one proposed at their last meeting, and the Society 
had also paid Mr. Garnett, the late President of the 
Royal College, the highest compliment it was in their 
power to bestow on him by electing him an Hon. Associ¬ 
ate. Four members had been removed by death ; Mr. 
Henry Smith of Worthing, Mr. A. L. Butters of Bays- 
water, and Mr. H. H. Jeffries of Guildford. Maj. Baxter 
of Christchurch, who was down for election at their pre¬ 
vious meeting, died before they had the pleasure of wel¬ 
coming him. There were nearly sixty members on the 
books of the Society, and six Hon. Associates, but this 
list was subject to revision by the report of their Hon. 
Treas. as to the payment of subscriptions. He had also 
prepared, so far as it was possible, a list of those of their 
members who had been on active service, but he was 
afraid it was by no means complete. 

The President thought that as soon as the new Regi¬ 
ster was issued the Hon. Sec. should be asked to get out 
a list of their members who had been on active service, 
and that that list should be incorporated with their 
minutes as a permanent Record. 

This was formally proposed by Mr. Livesey, seconded 
by Mr. Whitley Baker and was agreed to. 

The Hon. Treas., Mr. Whitley Baker, submitted a 
statement which showed a credit balance on the 21st 
March last of £30 16s. 5d. but this would be reduced by 
the amount of the cheque voted to Mr. Aylott, and there 
were also the expenses of convening that meeting. He 
thought however he could say they had a balance in hand 
that day of £18 odd. His brother-in-law who kept the 
accounts for him had prepared a list of those members 
who were three years or more in arrear, which he begged 
to lay on the table. Deducting these names they had an 
effective membership at the present time of 37. 

Mr. Simpson proposed that the reports of the Hon. 
Sec. and Hon. Treas. be received and adopted, and that 
they be thanked for their past services. This was second¬ 
ed by Mr. Samson and carried. 

Mr. E. W hitley Baker : I am very much obliged to 
you, gentlemen. ^ 

Representatives on Council N.V.AI.A. Prof. Wool¬ 
dridge explained that they were entitled to a represen¬ 
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tative for every 25 members in addition to their Hon. 
Sec. 

Mr. Livebey was proposed by Mr. MacCormack and 
seconded by Mr. Pack. Mr. Walter Burt, by Mr. 
Angwin and Mr. Bloxsome, and these were unanimously 
agreed to. 

Election to Council R.C. V S . The President re¬ 
minded the members that some 13 years ago the Society 
took a very firm stand with regard to patent medicine 
vendors and quacks, and criticised the Council of those 
days severely. They did not seem inclined to take any 
action, and eventually the Southern Counties Society got 
Mr. Walter Burt returned to the Council, with the result 
that things were distinctly livened up, and certain action 
was taken which did a great deal of good. Mr. Burt had 
rendered excellent service on the Council, and as he was 
now standing for election again, he (the President) 
thought they might like to hear some little report from 
him of what he had done and what he would continue to 
do if again returned. He would like also to take that 
opportunity of recommending Mr. Burt to the Royal 
Counties and South Eastern Societies whose President 
and Secretary they had with them that day. 

Mr. Walter BuRT,|complying with the President's invi¬ 
tation, remarked that he nad now served on the Council 
of their College for 13 or 14 years. It seemed a long 
time, and he was afraid his services had been absolutely 
and entirely useless. (No, no). He said that in all 
seriousness. There was something wrong with the re- 

resen tat ion of their profession on the Council. (Hear, 

ear). What it was he was not prepared to say, but be¬ 
cause a man had reached a mature age, or had made a 
little money in the profession it did not follow that he 
was the best man to rule the profession. (Hear, hear). 
He was of opinion that the large majority of the gentle¬ 
men who were on the Council at the present time were 
men of moderate leisure. That was to say that money 
and time was not of so much value to them as it was to 
other members of the profession who might be on the 
Council, and who would probably do a great deal more 
good for the profession. He was in the position of having 
a partner, his place was near London, and he could get 
away to attend the meetings of the Council without much 
difficulty, but it did not follow that he was a good repre¬ 
sentative. The men whom they wanted on the Council 
were the men who were making their money, or endeav¬ 
ouring to do so, and who could not afford or spare the 
time to get to the meetings. He was not prepared to 
formulate any scheme whereby they could be persuaded 
to stand, but it was an undoubted fact that new blood 
was required on their governing body. It might be said 
that they got new blood occasionally but it was the same 
sort of blood—one quiet old gentleman followed another. 
How this state of things was going to be remedied he did 
not know. He thought the time was come when some 
better arrangement was needed for securing more repre¬ 
sentation from the country. He was absolutely certain 
that the whole of the members of the Council were per¬ 
fectly willing and able to rule the profession, but he 
doubted if the Council as a whole did really represent 
the profession. He would not like to suggest that there 
was a cabal, but he was absolutely sure that it was really 
a small minority of the Council that was at present 
ruling the profession. He had never been popular, and 
probably would be still more unpopular for having said 
this, but be was tired of ploughing the sands. However 
if it was their wish that he should go back, he hoped the 
time would come when he would be able to help plough 
some of the land as well. He would, however, rather 
give place to a younger man. He had no policy to put 
forward ; there was no such thing as a policy. It was 
merely what was expedient, and what was expedient at 
the time was not always so in the future. He w&s still 
a stormy petrel and he really did’nt care whether he wa 
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returned or not, but if he was returned he would do his 
best for the profession, because he had the interests of 
the profession really at heart, and if only they could per- 
Buade six or seven new men to stand either this year or 
next they might be able to return some of them, and so, 
perhaps improve matters. (Applause). 

The President said he was sure they had listened to 
Mr. Burt with much interest. One thing they wanted 
to know was—if they were going to flood the profession 
by turning out 500 or 600 new members whether the 
profession was really in a position to absorb them. As 
to the present Council being representative of the pro¬ 
fession, he thought he was right in saying that if they 
drew line from Liverpool to London the country west or 
south of that line was absolutely unrepresented except 
for men like Mr. Coleman and Mr. Male. London was 
undoubtedly over represented. They had the greatest 
respect for their teachers and schools, but he did think, 
ana he had heard this opinion expressed many times be 
fore, that the average general practitioner was at a dis¬ 
count on the Council. Their views were not sufficiently 
voiced, and it was for this reason if for no other that 
they could not afford to let men like Mr. Burt get off the 
Council. He believed there were one or two other 
aspirants for seats on the Council there that afternoon, 
and he was sure they would like to hear their views as 
well. 

Mr. Willett remarked that he quite agreed with the 
President that London was over represented at the pre¬ 
sent time. He gave expression to this opinion last year 
at Reading, and was incidentally called a Bolshevik be¬ 
cause he thought the time had arrived when some new 
blood should be introduced. At that time he had no in¬ 
tention of putting his own name forward, but Mr. Male 
said he would not put his name up unless he too did so ; 
and this year he had also a nomination from Manchester. 
A great many members felt there was something in the 
nature of a caucus and that it was time it was broken. 
He himself would much rather see a district representa¬ 
tion, but when one saw as so often happened that busi¬ 
ness was held up for want of a quorum one realised that 
a certain number of members fairly near to London was 
necessary in order to carry on the business of the Coun¬ 
cil, and more especially that of the Committees. But 
there were a good many more members putting up this 
time, more than ever he believed, and he thought this 
showed a livelier interest was being awakened in the pro¬ 
fession to the need of getting a few new members on the 
Council. If a man was elected who lived a longdistance 
away from London the travelling expenses were very 
great, and he hoped the time would come when at least 
the travelling expenses of the members of the Council 
might be repaid, so as to give members in Wales or in 
the north of England and in Scotland an opportunity of 
coming down. If these men were willing to give their 
time he thought that their expenses should be paid. We 
then might get a more fair and representative Council of 
the whole profession. 

Mr. Broad remarked that Mr. Burt had told them he 
could not make much impression with his lonely plough. 
Would it not be providing an additional plough if they 
were to vote for both him and for Mr. Willett ? 

Mr. Willett : There is another gentleman here who 
is standing, Mr. Buxton, and I think he is also entitled 
to support. 

The President : May we hear what Mr. Buxton has 
to say. 

Mr. Buxton said that unlike the last two speakers 
he should like to be elected a member of the Council be¬ 
cause he felt there ought to be a representative there for 
independent research work, and primarily for that reason 
he Bnould like at some future time to occupy a seat on 
the Council. He would like to point out tnat his own 
views were not extremist in any way. He did feel that 


a sound policy should be urged as much as possible, but 
he did not agree that the people who had these very ex¬ 
tremist views were necessarily representative of the 
main body of the profession. He did not expect for one 
moment he should get to the exalted position of being a 
member of the Council this time, but nevertheless he 
meant to have a try, since he had been pressed by so 
many people to allow himself to be nominated. 

Prof. G. H. Wooldridge remarked that it had not 
been his intention to intervene in this discussion, but 
personally he objected to any individual saying that a 
particular class of the profession was represented by any 
one individual or individuals on that Council. The 
Council was elected not by sections but by the profession 
as a whole, and because any individual representative 
happened to be engaged in one particular section of pro¬ 
fessional work it did not follow that he represented that 
section only. It had been said that the Schools were over 
represented. He begged to suggest that the Schools were 
not represented at all directly. Not that he had any 
ambition in that direction himself, because he thought 
what assistance he could give to his profession he could 
do in other ways. But if he were elected on the Council 
he should resent the suggestion that he was not a repre¬ 
sentative of the profession as a whole simply because he 
happened to be a teacher. With regard to the election 
of representatives of any individual Societies, there were 
no three Societies which banded together could send 
an individual representative to the Council. What they 
could do was when they had candidates whoBe views they 
knew well they could, by propagating those views among 
their acqaintances, materially assist in getting him 
returned, and that was what he hoped they would do 
for Mr. Burt, Mr. Willett, and Mr. Buxton. All three 
of them would make very excellent members. 

Mr. Simpson said it had occurred to him whether it 
might not be possible for the members of their Societies 
to plump for these three candidates. By doing this they 
would at all events be depriving other candidates of 
some 50 or 60 votes and to that extent they would help 
to get their own men in. 

Rule*. The draft new rules had been prepared by a 
small Bub-committee appointed for the purpose at the 
previous meeting. Proofs had been sent out with the 
agenda for the present meeting, and on the proposition 
of the President, seconded by Mr. Burt, they were Anally 
approved, subject to a few minor alterations. Instruc¬ 
tions were given for copies to be sent to the members 
when printed. 

Defaulters. The Hon. Sec. asked what it was pro¬ 
posed to do with the members in arrear now that these 
new rules had been approved. He had a list of names 
of men who have been elected but had never taken the 
slightest notice of any communication sent them, al¬ 
though repeated applications had been made to them for 
their subscriptions. It was a waste of time, paper, and 
money to keep writing to these people, and he should like 
to suggest that all those who were three years in arrear 
should be struck off^ unless they, were or had been on 
active service. 

Mr. Whitley Baker seconded this. 

Mr. McIntosh asked whether it would not be well to 
inform them of this decision first. 

The President : I question if it is much good, seeing 
that they have never acknowledged any of our previous 
communications, but if the Hon. Sec. or Treasurer likes 
to make another effort there is nothing to prevent them 
doing so. 

The suggestion of the Hon. Sec. was put as a resolution, 
and was agreed to. 

Nomination*. The following were duly proposed and 
seconded—Mr. J. Willett, proposed by the President 
and seconded by Mr. Bloxsome; Mr. Shbather, by 
Mr. Bloxsome and Mr. Angwin; Captain Eers-Mogo, 
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by Mr. Simpson and Professor Wooldridge; Mr. J. 
Basil Buxton by Mr. MacCormack and the President. 

The President said he could assureall thesegentlemen 
they would be welcome and would find the Society a live 
one. 

Joint Meetings. 

The President said he had great pleasure in welcom¬ 
ing representatives from the Uoyal Counties and South 
Eastern Societies that afternoon, and he only hoped their 
presence was the first of many re unions in the future. 
In order that their deliberations that day might have a 
practical result he had drafted a series of resolutions ; 
but it must be understood that these were all merely 
suggestions to guide the discussion and that it was open 
to anyone to propose any alteration. He would ask Capt. 
Rees-Mogg to propose the first resolution. 

Capt. Rees-Mogg had much pleasure in proposing 
“ That this meeting of members of the Southern Counties 
Veterinary Society together with delegates from the 
Royal Counties Veterinary Medical Society, and the 
South Eastein Veterinary Society approve the principle 
of holding joint meetings of the three Societies.” 

Mr. Willett seconded and the resolution was unani¬ 
mously agreed to. 

Mr, McIntosh proposed “That the three Societies 
collaborate for the following objects 

(1) To create and strengthen unity of thought and 
action among members of the veterinary profession. 
(2) The political, social, scientific welfare of our profes¬ 
sion. (3) To strengthen and improve the status of the 
three Societies- (4) The protection of the interests o£ 
the general practitioner and veterinary inspector.” 

Mr. Buxton seconded and the resolution was car¬ 
ried. 


At the request of the President, Mr. Simpson next 



purposes: — 

(a) To carry out the objects already defined. (A) To 
act as a link between the three Societies, (c) To arrange 
for the periodical holding of joint meetings, (d) To 
consider and advise upon any subject referred to it. (e) 
To take such immediate action as it may deem necessary 
and expedient on behalf of all three Societies. ( f) To 
advise and assist members (not financially) who are in 
trouble or in need of help.” 

Mr. Samson seconded. 

Mr. Willett suggested that clause e should read after 
the word “expedient” “when requested by the three 
Societies.” 

Mr. McIntosh thought the wording of the next reso¬ 
lution that was to be proposed was a sufficient guarantee 
against any of the Societies losing their individual¬ 
ity. 

Mr. Hogben, junr., and Mr. Broad also supported the 
resolution as originally drafted, and Mr. Willett with¬ 
drew his suggestion, and the resolution was agreed to 

The President said he could not emphasise too 
strongly that this scheme was not intended to over-ride 
the local, societies. On the contrary, if it was to be a 
success it was essential that each Society should retain 
its individuality and organisation. 

Mr. MacCormack proposed “That the Joint Council 
consist of the President and Secretary and four members 
of each constituent Society together with a joint Secre¬ 
tary.” 

Capt. Rees-Mogg seconded. 

Prof. Wooldridge suggested that the Council should 
consfct of the President and representatives for the time 
being of the constituent Societies on the Council of the 
National V.A. His object was merely to prevent the 
possibility of any over riding of the duties of the 
National. 


The President however remarked that his idea in not 
suggesting this was that he thought it only fair there 
should be equal representation and that would not be 
the case if the representatives were confined to the re¬ 
presentatives on the Council of the Natianal. 

Prof. Wooldridge : Iffone Society is stronger numeri¬ 
cally than the others surely it is only fair that it should 
have more voice. 

The President : On the Cotncil of the National I 
agree, but not in a joint scheme like this. 

Mr. McIntosh thought Prof. Wooldridge’s suggestion 
a very good one as a general principle, but they aid not 
want either of these three Societies to be stronger than 
the other. He did not say this would be so, but there 
would be a risk of it. 

Mr. Buxton asked if it would not meet the difficulty 
if they suggested that as many of the representatives as 
possible should also be members of the Council of the 
National. 

Prof. Wooldridge : I should be quite prepared to 
accept that suggestion. Mjr main object is the linking 
up of the two, which is I think eminently desirable. 

Mr. Simpson thought they were going to overload Uie 
willing horse, and Baid he would rather they did not bind 
themselves at all as to who the representatives should 
be. 

The President agreed, and pointed out that there 
would always be a link between the two in the person 
of the Secretary and President of each of the Societies. 

The amendment was negatived by ten votes to four, 
and the resolution was then agreed to. 

The next resolution read as follows :— 

“ That at least three joint meetings be held annually, 
under the auspices of each Society alternately ; that a 
joint annual dinner be held in London in December : 
and that the first joint meeting be held in June 1920. 

Mr. McIntosh suggested that the holding of meetings 
should be left to the joint Council. 

Mr. Simpson pointed out that these resolutions were 
not binding on the other two Societies until they bad 
been approved. He did not suggest fos one momen they 
would not be approved, but as a representative of the 
Royal Counties he had no power to commit them to any¬ 
thing that day. 

The President : Will it meet yeur objection if we 
make it read “ That this meeting suggests that at least 
three joint meetings, etc.” 

Mr. Willett : And make it “the first meeting to be 
held either in June or July.” 

Mr. MacCormack then proposed the resolution as 
amended ; it was seconded by Mr. Willett, supported by 
Mr. Buxton, and carried. 

On the proposition of the President seconded by Mr. 
Angwin, Capt. Rees-Mogg was unanimously elected 
Joint Hon. Sec. 

It was also resolved that the representatives of the 
Southern Counties Veterinary Society on the Joint 
Council be the President and Secretary together with 
Messrs. G. W. Bloxsome, J. W. McIntosh, C. Roberts 
and F. G. Samson. 

Election of Officers. 

President. Mr. H. A. MacCormack proposed the re- 
election of Mr. G. H. Livesey as President. His chief 
reason he said for making this suggestion was that the 
Southern Counties was embarking on a new life of use¬ 
fulness in the holding of these ioint meetings, and seeing 
that this scheme originated with Mr. Livesey, it was both 
right and desirable that he should have the honour of 
being in the chair when it was carried into effect. 

Mr. McIntosh had very much pleasure in seconding. 
There were special reasons why Mr. Livesey should 
accept the office on the present occasion. He had car- 
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ried on the Society during a very difficult time ; and he 
bad also taken a great interest in bringing forward the 
proposals which they had approved that day, and as 
the proposer had said, it was only right that he should 
occupy the chair till the scheme was actually in operation 

The President remarked that he could honestly say 
that much as he was interested in this scheme, and 
anxious to see it go through, he would really have been 
thankful to be relieved of the office this year. He was 
appointed seven years ago, when the Society was fairly 
prosperous, but they then fell on bad times during the 
war and he did not think he could ever have carried on 
as he had if it had not been for the assistance of a few 
enthusiasts like Mr. MacCormack, Mr. Samson and when 
he could attend, Professor Wooldridge. With the help 
of these gentlemen and of the Treasurer and Hon. Sec., 
he had tried to buck up a little enthusiasm, and the 
attendance that day was very encouraging. Personally 
he held the view very strongly that the Society should 
be officered as far as the President was concerned by a 
fresh man every year. It should be, if it was not, the 
ambition of every member of the Society to occupy the 
chair. He had been very anxious that this scheme 
should go forward, and now that the resolutions had been 
carried he would like to bring his term of office to a close, 
and leave it to other hands to carry on the Society in 
what he hoped would be a long and prosperous future. 
Indeed he snould very much prefer it nimself. 

Mr. Whitley Baker: But you are only one Mr. 
President. 

Mr. Samson : Put the resolution—It was carried with 
acclamation. 

The President : Thank you very much, gentlemen, 
for the compliment—and it is a compliment; and I 
suppose I must accept (applause). 

Vice-Presidents. Mr. Gerald W. Bloxsome ; pro¬ 
posed by Mr. MacCormack, seconded by Mr. Marks ; 
Mr. J. W. McIntosh, by Mr. Bloxsome and Mr. Angwin. 

Hon. tiec. At the previous meeting Mr. Angwin had 
suggested that he should retire in favour of Mr. Percival 
Carter of Worthing, but the latter in a telegram regretting 
inability to attend, suggested that all the officers should 
be re-elected. 

Mr. Simpson had much pleasure in proposing the re- 
election of Mr. Angwin as non. Sec. for he had proved a 
keen and excellent officer of the Society, and he was cer¬ 
tain they could not do better. 

Mr. Samson seconded. (Carried unanimously). 

Non. Treas. The President proposed the re-appoint- 
ment of Mr. Whitley Baker; this was seconded oy Mr. 
Angwin, supported by Mr. Bloxsome, and carried unani¬ 
mously. 

Executive Committee . On the proposition of Mr. 
Angwin, seconded by Mr. Whitley Baker, Messrs. 
Bloxsome, Carter, Howard, MacCormack, Pack, and 
Samson were re-elected. 

Auditors. Messrs. Pack and Samson were appointed. 

“ Some Impressions gained in the R.A.V.C. during 
the War.” by Mr. Gerald Bloxsome. (Resumed 
discussion). 

Captain Rees-Mogg first thanked the President for 
allowing him to speak, seeing that he had not yet been 
elected a member of the Society. He believed that Capt. 
Bloxsome said in his paper that medicines could be done 
without at the Front. With the exception of dressings 
for wounds and colic drinks, he agreed with him entirely. 
If an animal could not carry on on its ordinary rations 
without medicines, the sooner it was sent down to the 
base the better. In civilian practice it was the duty of 
the Veterinary Surgeon to eure cases of illness. In the 
Army it was tne duty of the Veterinary Officer to prevent 
oases happening. This could not be*impressed too strong¬ 
ly on everybody. The duties of the Veterinary branch 


of the services was to reduce wastage, and the only way 
to do that was to prevent it happening as far as was 
humanly possible, and the person to do this was the 
Veterinary Officer up at the Front. 

Capt. Bloxsome had also referred to the nuisance of 
making out returns. Nobody hated returns more than 
he did, but they were absolutely necessary in wartime— 
that is returns of animals sent away to the Base or des¬ 
troyed, because even a Divisional [Commander wanted to 
know how many animals he had got to take the field 
with. If there were not sufficient animals to move the 
guns, it was no use starting an attack. They did not ex¬ 
pect to get them accurate, but they could, at any rate, 
get the numbers about accurate. These returns were 
also required for the authorities at home to enable the 
Secretary of State for War to answer the questions that 
were continually being put to him by the politicians. 
Capt. Bloxsome also referred to the mule; and there is 
no doubt that the animal for war is the mule. Before 
the war the mule had unfortunately got rather a bad 
name, but he thought that had now disappeared. If a 
driver liked the mule, and the mule liked the driver— 
which was more important, there was no doubt the mule 
and driver would get on well and would get work done 
where a horse could not possibly do it. During the war 
rations were cut down enormously owing to the subma¬ 
rines, and the horses died simply by thovsands, but the 
mules managed to get on very well with the reduced 
rations. Of course one has to be kind to the mule. It 
was no good thinking one could ill-treat a mule, because 
they couldn’t-: but if drivers were kind to them they 
would find tney would have far fewer accidents with 
mules than with horses. He quite agreed with Capt. 
Bloxsome as to the cold winds. Cold winds were worse 
than anything. It was extraordinary how horses would 
work and thrive when properly looked after even when 
they were living nnder the most awful conditions, but 
they disliked winds more than anything. Towards the 
end of the war they always had to build mud walls in 
case of night bombing, and he had himself seen 200 ani¬ 
mals lying dead on an acre and a half of ground as the 
result of night bombing; and a most pathetic sight it 
was. By far the greatest cause of wastage in the war 
was debility due to bad animal management. At the 
beginning of the war animal management was absolute¬ 
ly deplorable, and he did not know that they could have 
expected it to be anything else, when they considered 
that unit commanders in peace time were anything but 
Horse owners. Nose bags and haynets were frequently 
absent, and they could not expect horses to do anything 
but get very thin and debilitated. And as Capt. Blox¬ 
some had remarked, once a horse got down in the mud 
they might as well shoot it there and then. A lot of this 
debility was also caused by the horses being clipped. 
During the first year of the war he was all in favour of 
the horses being clipped, but he was wrong. It was 
quite wrong for horses to be clipped at the Front. But 
tney would ask how they were to know whether or not 
an animal had mange. He agreed that when horses were 
moving about in the mud with long coats it was quite 
impossible to say whether or not they had mange, and it 
became a question of having mange undiagnosed in un¬ 
dipped horses, or horses dying owing to their being 
clipped. What he did during the latter period of the 
war—and he found it was a very good plan, was to clip 
the head, neck, and withers about November or Decem¬ 
ber ; they then knew at once if they had mange in their 
Division or not. 

The picking up of nails was the cause of an enormous 
amount of wastage, but, considering the conditions, the 
cases of tetanus were comparatively small in number. 
With regard to ophthalmia, he thought that was the cause 
of more financial loss than anything. Nobody, apparent¬ 
ly, knew anything about it, the treatment was useless, 
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and the Paris butcher was usually the recipient of the 
animals in the end. 

Mr. Samson desired to thank Capt. Bloxsome for his 
very interesting and instructive paper. They had heard 
a good deal from one and another of the veterinary offi¬ 
cers who were out at the Front about the scourge of 
mange, but they had heard very little about the treat¬ 
ment. There had been a reference to the lime and sul¬ 
phur treatment. He had tried it, and didn’t think much 
of it—neither did his clients. He should like Capt. 
Bloxsome to tell them what they really did for mange 
and whether the treatment was any good. He would 
also like to know whether the anti-tetanic serum was 
used in the tetanus cases, and if so with what results. 

The Hon. Sec. (Captain J. T. Angwin ) handed round 
two photographs of dips which he had taken when at 
the Front, but said it was no use applying these unless 
they were at the proper temperature, that was llOdegrees. 

Mr. Samson : And did you see these horses after¬ 
wards 1 Were they cured 1 

Captain Angwin : Yes. The majority were. 

Mr. Samson : You were lucky. 

Continuing, Capt. Angwin said that at one time they 
were prohibited from using anti-tetanic serum, but he 
remembered having twelve horses once where he did use 
it, and another officer also had some cases in which he did 
nothing. His (Capt. Angwin’s) horses died and theothers 
recovered. As a rule horses that were not treated for 
tetanus did much better than those that were. 

Mr. Howard remarked that they had heard nothing 
about glanders and farcy. 

Capt. Bloxsome, in reply, remarked that he did not say 
medicines were absolutely unnecessary. All he did was 
to comment on the wonderful results obtained with the 
minimum of medicines; and the question arose whether 
the well-stocked shelves of the civil practitioner were 
really so necessary as so many considered them to be. 
At the same time there were many occasions when if 
they had had medicines they could have done better. 
They all recognised that returns were necessary, but 
what they did not like was getting hauled over the coals 
about returns which had been sent off and did not reach 
their destinations ; and he was afraid the authorities at 
the Base did not always appreciate the difficulties those 
in the Front lines had in getting off their returns. As 
regards debility, that was a term which seemed to have 
been coined during the war, and there were many dif¬ 
ferent ideas as to what debility really was. There was, 
however, no question that a great deal of this debility 
was due to bad stable management, and when they con¬ 
sidered the class of men that were often entrusted with 
the care of horses he thought it was marvellous they got 
on so well as they did. He was very glad to hear what 
Captain Kees-Mogg had to say about clipping. Oph¬ 
thalmia was the most serious thing they had to contend 
with, and he did not know that there was any cure for it. 
As regards glanders and farcy, he never saw a case the 
whole of the time he was at the Front, but of course the 
greatest care was always taken. 

Mr. Simpson proposed a hearty vote of thanks to 
Capt. Bloxsome for his paper, and this was seconded by 
Mr. Samson and carried. 

J. T. Angwin, Hon. Sec. 


THE CENTRAL DIVISION (LONDON.) 


A general meeting of the Central Veterinary Society 
was held at the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C., on Thursday even- 
tog, April 1st, Mr. J. Basil Buxton, President,(occupying 
the chair. 

The following Fellows signed the attendance book 
Messrs. F. G. Samson, Henry Gray, J. Willett, R. A. 


Philp, H. D. Jones, P. J. Simpson, G. W. Dunkin, F. G* 
Buxton, F. H. Stainton, J. W. McIntosh, D. H. Wood* 
R. Eaglesham, W. Perryman, W. N. Thompson, Herbert 
King, A. E. Willett, R. C. Irving W. R. Davis, Prof. G. 
H. Wooldridge and Hugh A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 
Visitors :—W. L. Little, F. T. Harvey and O. S. Broad- 
hurst. 

Minutes. On the motion of Mr. P. J. Simpson, secon¬ 
ded by Mr. J. Willett the minutes of the last meeting 
were taken as read and confirmed. 

Time of meetings. The President said that in view 
of the enormous amount of valuable material that came 
before Society it was practically impossible at present to 
get through the agenda in the time at their disposal. It 
seemed to him a very great pity that it should be neces¬ 
sary to scamper through the agenda time after time, as 
was at present the case, even if the meetings were exten¬ 
ded for haltf an hour in length. In his opinion it would 
be desirable that the meetings should start at an earlier 
hour. If the meetings were commenced at half-past six 
and were continued until 9.30 it probably would not be 
necessary to scamper through the business in the way 
that happened at present. 

Prof. G. H. Wooldridge agreed with the President 
that, if possible, it was desirable that the time of the 
meetings should be extended. Most of the other veteri¬ 
nary societies met in the afternoons, and some of them 
continued for as long as four hours. He proposed that 
the subject be referred to the Council for consideration 
and report to the next meeting of the Society. 

Mr. J. Willett seconded. (Carried unanimously). 

Correspondence. The Secretary announced that 
etters regretting their inability to attend the meeting 
had been received from Gen. Blenkinsop and Messrs. F. 
Hobday, J. T. Angwin and Sidney Villar. 

Election and Nomination Fellows. Mr. O. S. Broad- 
hurst, M.R.c.v.8., Stevenage, Herts, and Capt. L. D. D. 
Sewell, 55 Elizabeth Street, S.W., were ballotted for 
and unanimously elected Fellows of the Society. 

Capt. H. E. Whitemore, m.r.c.v.8., Donrik, Bridge 
Road Epsom, was nominated for election at the next 
meeting. 

The Royal Sanitary Institute Congress. 

Mr. J. Willett, having been informed by the Presi¬ 
dent that the Society was not limited to the election of 
only one delegate, said that in view of the fact that such 
Congresses were becoming of increasing importance and 
a great many societies were electing two delegates to at¬ 
tend, he thought a big society like the Central should 
also elect two, and he proprsed accordingly. 

Mr. Irving seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously, and it was also unanimously agreed that 
the President and Prof. Wooldridge should be asked to 
represent the Society. 

Morbid Specimens. 

Mr. Samson exhibited a portion of the lower jaw of a 
young bullock in which the teeth were very erratic, 
while there was a cleft in the front of the jaw. The 
animal was fatted in the ordinary way on a farm, and on 
being sent to the butcher thedefect shown inthespecimen 
became apparent. The specimen was interesting from 
the point of view that the bullock managed to feed just 
the same as the other animals. 

He also exhibited a specimen of a diseased elbow ioint 
of a seven year old cart horse. The bones showed ex¬ 
tensive exostosis, and in some places the state of necrosis. 
He examined the animal when it was purchased and 
found nothing wrong with it. The animal did about 
twelve months work for a market gardener, taking his 
turn with the other animals to the market. One morn¬ 
ing he was found to be lame and suffering from a great 
deal of pain in the part surrounding the elbow joint and 
the uppermost part of the same limb. On examination 
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he coaid not detect any cause of the trouble, which he 
put down to an ordinary attack of lymphangitis. The us¬ 
ual treatment for that complaint produced no result. The 
animal took to sweating somewhat on the inside of the 
arm, and he thought.on several occasions it would sup¬ 
purate but it did not. That condition existed for some¬ 
time, the animal sometimes being better and sometimes 
worse. He did not put him in slings although he had 
them prepared in a loose box, because he did not like 
slinging if it could be averted. The whole shoulder 
joint and elbow joint were then severely blistered and 
the horse appeared to be a little better ; subsequently 
swelling occurred on the inside of the arm, but it did not 
suppurate. An endeavour was made to persuade him 
to open the swelling, but he would not do so, as he once 
lost a horse from that operation. Altogether he blistered 
the horse four tjmes, and at last he told the owner he had 
no hopes of curing the animal. The horse being insured, 
the Insurance Company were communicated with, and 
they sent down their Veterinary Surgeon, who, however, 
could form no more idea than he 'could himself of what 
was the matter. There was no sign externally of any in¬ 
jury, and the carman declared that the horse had not 
slipped or run up against anything. The horse did not 
make any progress, and eventually he wrote to the In¬ 
surance Company and told them he considered it was a 
case of cruelty to keep the horse alive. Prof. Wooldridge 
saw the horse, and agreed it was a hopeless case, but 
what he otherwise thought about the animal was severe 
ostitis and probably ulceration of bone. He backed him 
up in his opinion that it was a case of cruelty to keep him 
alive and eventually the Insurance Company agreed to 
the animal being killed. Altogetherthe horse was treated 
for three months, but he would have had the animal 
killed quite early during that period if the Insurance 
Company would have agreed. 

Prof. Wooldridge said the case relating to the jaw of 
the bullock was evidently one of misplaced dental fol¬ 
licles in the first instance, and it was interesting that an 
animal with teeth in that position should have been able 
to graze properly, because it must have been very diffi¬ 
cult for tne animal to cut the grass with his incisors. 
The case of the fractured elbow joint was also of great 
interest, and he told Mr. Samson at the time that he 
thought the radius, the ulna, and also the humerus were 
affected with ostitis and periostitis, and that probably 
the articular surfaces were involved. He had not the 
faintest conception, however, that they were likely to be 
involved to the extent shown in the specimen. 

Mr. Irving enquired whether the horse was a pedigree 
well-bred Shire horse. 

Mr. Samson replied that it was a half-bred Shire horse. 

Mr. Irving said he had seen similar cases of deposition 
of bone and they had all been Shire horses. He thought 
those horses were much more subject to the complaint 
than any others. 

Mr. J. Willett said the elbow joint case interested 
him very much from the fact that Mr. Samson said he 
was very loth to put a horse in slings. In his opinion 
such a case was essentially one in which a horse should 
be put in slings. Horses were not put in slings early 
enough ; when they got up and laid down the injury was 
extended and the inflammation added to. He thought 
a horse under such circumstances was much more likely 
to make a good recovery if it was put in slings at once. 
From the Insurance Company’s point of view, he thought 
if the case had been brought into Court and the Insur¬ 
ance Company’s veterinary surgeon had called attention 
to the fact that the horse had not been put in slings, it 
might have been held that the horse had been mistrea- 


Mr. Samson thought that Mr. Willett’s criticism was 
all very well from the theoretical point of view, but Mr. 
Willett did net see the case. Iffhe had done so he thought 


he would not have been of the opinion he had ex¬ 
pressed. 

Mr. H. D. J ones supported Mr. Samson’s view of the 
undesirability.of slinging horses in such cases. If a horse 
would get up and lie down itself for several hours a day 
it was completely at rest, whereas if it was put in a sling 
it was moving about all day. 

Prof. Wooldridge said that one of the most interest¬ 
ing features in connection with the case was the absence 
of any history of the origin. When he examined the 
horse* leg for some point of infection there was no sign 
of any wound to be found anywhere. It looked as if the 
trouble had originated as lymphangitis. 

Mr. Gray said he had seen two or three cases of suppur¬ 
ative elbow arthritis one of which started with suppur¬ 
ative precarpal bursitis, and about a week afterwards 
the animal went wrong in the elbow joint. He did not 
think any treatment would be successful in such cases. 
In his opinion the disease in Mr. Samson’s case did not 
start in the joint but in the cancellated tissue of the 
humeral bone and ultimately gained the articular surface 
of the elbow joint in a manner similar to that of many 
cases of ringbone.' 

Capt. A. E. Willett exhibited a number of pieces of 
bone removed from the inferior maxilla of a hunter’s jaw. 
The pieces of bone were removed under a local anaesthe¬ 
tic, with the horse in a standing position and evincing 
absolutely no pain. The amount of bone removed was 
rather wonderful, and the recovery was un-interrupted. 
The horse in going over a jump went down, and another 
horse trod on it and smashed the jaw. 

Mr. J. Willett said he saw tne case to which his 
brother had referred after it arrived back in London. 
Its remarkable feature was that no deformity of the jaw 
whatever was left; and the horse went on hunting. Con¬ 
sidering the amount of bone removed one would have 
thought there would have been a considerable amount of 
deformity. 

In reply to a question by Mr. Philp, Mr, A. E. Willett 
stated that Lysol was used as an antiseptic. 

Prof. Wooldridge exhibited a pretty shaped calculus 
which he recently removed from tne bladder of a Pekin¬ 
ese. The animal made a perfect recovery. 

Mr. W. R. Davis mentioned that in the course of 
one month he had seen two cases of Chylous ascites in 
cats. The first case of that kind of which he had any re¬ 
collection was one the details of which were published 
by Mr. Dollar in Veterinary Record some years ago. 
Personally he did not remember having seen any case of 
the kind before, and it was curious that two cases should 
have come under his notice in the course of a month. 
Both of the cats were neuters and both of them were in 
a very fair condition. It was generally said that cats 
suffering from such a disease became emaciated, but the 
two he saw were not. It was noticeable that they just 
took their food and then acted as if they were under the 
influence of a narcotic ; they lay about all the time and 
did not want to go anywhere. In the first case he tapped 
the cat and took out about three pints of a milky fluid, 
the last part of which was discoloured with blood. In 
the second case the fluid was exactly like pure milk, 
with no discolouration whatever. He made a post¬ 
mortem on the second case, but did not notice anything 
in particular, except that he thought the omentum 
looked thickened and congested, and there was a deposit 
of white material on the spleen. He believed thatin 
the human being that trouble was said to be due to 
some plugging of the thoracic duct. 

Mr. Gray said it was the fact, as Mr. Davis had stated, 
that very often a run of such cases had occurred, and 
then they were not seen for ten or twelve years. The 
disease was, however, far more common than most 
veterinary surgeons supposed. In his experience there 
had been no recovery from treatment If the patients 
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were tapped and a drainage tube was put in for a month, 
when the tube was taken out the patient filled up again. 
He had never known of any good permanent results from 
treatment. 

Professor Wooldridge said that he had the same ex¬ 
perience as Mr. Gray and Mr. Davis, that no good results 
followed from treatment adopted. If the material that 
came away was put in a bottle and placed on the table 
without any remarks being made about it, 19 people out 
of 20 would take it to be an ordinary specimen of cow's 
milk. He thought in the majority of cases the origin of 
the trouble was a puncture of one of the lacteals. 

Mr. Guay asked Professor Wooldridge whether he had 
ever found a recurrence of calculi when there bad been 
only oue stone present. 

Professor Wooldridge replied that in his experience 
there was no recurrence in such cases, but in cases of 
more than one the trouble almost invariably recurred. 
He was startled with the rapidity with which the recur¬ 
rence took place in such cases. He hoped to keep the 
patient from which he removed this calculus under ob¬ 
servation with a view to gaining information on that 
point. 

“Some Points in the Natural History of Alveo¬ 
lar or Periodontal Disease in the Horse, Ox, and 
Sheep,” by F. T. Harvey, f.r.c.v.s., St. Columb. 

[This Essay appeared in the issue of March 27, p. 451] 
Discussion. 

Mr. G. W. Dun kin, suggested that some of the cases 
shown, especially the one with the swollen upper jaw 
appeared to him to be an ordinary case of osteoporosis or 
osteomalacia. The bone appeared to him to be quite 
normal in consistency. Some of the other cases also 
appeared to him to be cases of osteoporosis or osteo¬ 
malacia. 

Mr. J. Willett said that so far as he was concerned 
the paper dealt with a new phase of veterinary medicine, 
and it gave food to a great deal of thought, particularly 
from the point of view that he must have missed a great 
many things in practice which he ought to have seen. 
It spoke volumes for the observing power of the Author 
that he had collected such a wonderful lot of specimens 
in the country. He thought the animals in that particu¬ 
lar district must be much more susceptible to tne com¬ 
plaint than they were in other districts. He was 
particularly interested in what the Author had said 
about lameness in reference to alveolar disease, more 
especially in the dog. In the pet dog especially, which 
did not use its teeth at all, there was a great amount of 
pyorrhoea alveolaris, and lameness sometimes occurred 
which was put down to rheumatism, but he was inclined 
to think it was more often due to toxaemia arising from 
the teeth. He believed the statement was made in the 
paper that alveolar disease was not seen much in the 
sheep, but he understood from several observers that it 
was very prevalent in the north, and in selecting sheep 
for sale they particularly looked at the mouth to see that 
the teeth were in a healthy state. It had been suggested 
that the majority of the cases under discussion occurred 
among the Shire horses rather than the light-bred horses. 

Mr. Harvey stated that they occurred among the light 
Shire horses. 

Mr. Gray thought the reason alveolar disease causing 
cellulitis and death was so common in the horse was due 
to the fact that it was more liable to wound infection 
than any other animal save the sheep. Although alveo¬ 
lar disease existed in the dog it was different from that 
of the horse, because it nearly always started at the mar¬ 
gin of the alveolus and it was very rare that any trouble 
existed other than alveolar disease. Occasionally local 
suppuration did occur* but he had never seen a case of 
spreading or invading cellulitis arising from pyorrhoea 


in the dog. After all, the dog was less liable to surface 
infection becoming general. He believed that malignant 
oedema was commoner in some parts of the Kingdom 
than others. Thirty-five years ago, when he was an 
assistant in Nottinghamshire, it was very common in the 
horses there. The majority of horses which received 
accidental wounds, sometimes very slight ones, died from 
it within 36 hours. In the thirty odd years since he 
had been in London he had seen only two cases, so that 
locality might have something to do with the trouble. 
Perhaps the latter fact might be due to accidental wounds 
being more promptly treated in large towns. He thought 
the reason the cellular tissue became infected was due to 
the fact that the veins going back from the teeth conveyed 
infection, and it was quite possible that it was a septic 
phlebitis. Some years ago he had a horse which had a 
snuffling sound and he found an abscess in the nasal re¬ 
gion. In a few days the cellular tissues became oedema- 
tous, and the eye-pits filled up with an enlargement the 
size of an orange. The horse died in a comatose con¬ 
dition after showing amaurosis. He madea post-mortem 
examination of the brain with the expectation of finding 
thrombosis of the lateral sinuses, but he found nothing to 
account for the brain and ocular symptoms, which were 
no doubt due to infection of the brain. 

( To be concluded) _ 


AZOTURIA IN ARMY HORSES. 

I should like to know if any members of the profession 
have had cases of Azoturia in horses from the Army, 
and if so, can anyone explain why these ex-army horses 
should be subject to this disease. Personally I have had 
numbers of cases, and some even weeks after the horses 
have been purchased. 

I have found the best treatment to be, keep the horse 
up, if necessary place in slings, *nd give two ounces of 
Bi carbonate of Soda in about half-a-pint of warm water. 
Repeat in two hours, and again in two hours. This 
treatment seldom fails to relieve the symptoms in four 
to six hours. In most cases the horse is fit for exercise 
in 24 hours. On no account allow the horse to get down* 

St. Giles Street, , Harry V. Low, m.r.c.v.s. 

Norwich, April 25th. 


CONCERNING A RESIGNATION. 

To the Editor of The Veterinary Recwd. 

Woodstock, Upper Col wall. 

Great Malvern. 

Sir,—I notice my name mentioned in the report of the 
Registration Committee, in The Record for yesterday. 
It seems to imply that I was charged with covering, and 
resigned as a result. I resigned my membership simply 
because I had given up ordinary practice and before I 
had heard a word from their solicitor. The Secretary 
knows this is so. At the time I received Mr. Thatcher's 
letter, I was staying with my son till I could get posses¬ 
sion of my house. Below is a copy of the letter, the 
word covering is not mentioned—Yours truly, 

April 24th, 1920. Jas. Blakeway. 


Copy. 

London, January, 1920. 

Dear Sir,—Registration No. 1995. Ralph Blakeway. 
Complaint has been made to the Royal College of Veteri¬ 
nary Surgeons that Mr. Ralph Blakeway, an unqualified 
person, is advertising himself and soliciting your late 
clients, and the Council are anxious to know how far 
this is done with your knowledge and consent. We shall 
be glad to hear from vou before further action is taken. 

Signed—G eo. Thatcher Son. 
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WAR HONOURS. 

Buckingham Palace, April 22. 

The King held an Investiture in the Ball Room of 
the Palace at 11 o’clock. 

The following were severally introduced into the pre¬ 
sence of The King, when His Majesty invested them 
with the Insignia of the respective Divisions of the Or¬ 
ders into which they have been admitted :— 

The Most Excellent Order ok the British Empire. 
Officers—(Military Division) 

* * * * 

Lt.-Col. William McDougall. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extracts from London Gazette 

Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps 
War Office, Whitehall, April 21. 

The follg. relinquish their commns. on completion of 
service —Temp. Capt. H. E. Cross (March 6,1919), and 
retains rank of Capt. Temp. Hon. Capts. and retain 
the hon. rank of Capt.—E. S. Steiner (Aug. 21, 1919) 
(substituted for notification in Gazette oi Dec. 31,1919); 
E. J. MeLachlan (Dec. 10, 1919). 

April 26. 

Capt. and Bt. Maj. G.E. Tillyard,o.B.E., relinquishes the 
act. rank of Maj. (March 18). 


Territorial Force Reserve. April 6. 

Capt. (actg Maj.) J. S. Bowden, o.b.e., relinquishes the 
actg. rank of Maj. on ceasing to be empld. (Jan. 5). 

Territorial Force. 

April 22. 

Capt P. S. Morgan, m.r.e., resigns bis commn. (April 23) 
and is granted the rank of Maj. 

April 22. 

Temp. Capt. O. Green from the R.A.V.C. to be Capt. 
(April 24). 

April 26. 

Capt. (actg. Maj.) A. C. Duncan, f.r.c.v.8., relinquishes 
the actg. rank of Maj. on ceasing to command a Vet¬ 
erinary Hospital (July 11, 1919) (substituted for that 
which appeared in Gazette of Jan. 5). 


Personal. 

Horner.— On the 2 1st April, at Rosslare, Llandrindod 
Wells, Radnorshire, Gladys Joyce {nee Hughes), the wife 
of Capt. Alfred Lionel Horner, m.c., r.a.v.c., of a son. 


OBITUARY. 

W. H. Blunt, m.r.c.v.s., Lutterworth, Leicestershire. 

Graduated : N. Edin. April, 1885. 
Died 22nd April, 1920. 

Henry Newton, m.r.c.v.s., Stone, Staffs. 

Lond : July, 1904. 

Died 21st April, 1920, aged 44. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Period. 

Rabies, l 

Cases | 
Confrmd 

I u JS 

s> £ e 

0 5 c 
Q 0< 

1 

Anthrax 

Foot- 

and-Mouth 

Disease. 

Glanders, f 

Parasitic 

Mange. 

Sheep 

Scab. 

(ft) 

Swine Fever. 

1 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

ib) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(<*) 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(a) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(ft) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(a) 

Slaugh¬ 
tered. * 

Gt. BRITAIN. 

Week ended April 24 
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(a Confirmed, (b) Reported by Looal Authorities. t Counties affeoted, animals attaoked :— 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, April 27, 1920 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
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IRELAND. Week ended April. 17. 
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Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, April 19. 1920. 
Note. —The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection. 
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R.C.V.S. WAR MEMORIAL. 

The Secretary begs to acknowledge the receipt of the 
following donations, or promises of donations :— 

H. A. Idenden £2 2 0 

G. W. Weir, West of England V.M.A. 5 5 0 

F. W. Willett 2 2 0 

P. Wilson 2 2 0 

Previously reported 525 0 0 


£536 11 0 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow 
ing subscriptions for 1920. 

Edgar, A., Whithorn, 1919, 1920 £2 2 0 
Robertson, A. L., Bisbopbriggs 110 
Stewart, C. M., Sargodha, India 1 1 0 
Willett, F. W., Staines l 1 0 

Previously acknowledged 741 2 11 


£746 7 11 

April 28. - 


A Layman on Foot-and-Mouth. 

The Editin' o f The Veto inary Record. 

Sir,—Perhaps you may publish the enclosed cutting 
from Tht Daily Mail , contributed by one of that organ’s 
most arrogant, magisterial and positive writers. Such a 
gratuitously insulting untruth about our profession has 
not been offered to the general public to consume since 
Mr. Cushing, the American Surgeon, spoke at the Inter¬ 
national Medical Association, in London, some six or 
seven years ago, and received a very richly-deserved and 
scathing reply from Sir John M’Fadyean in a letter to 
The Times , wherein he was told that his statements on 
comparative pathology showed that he had no qualifi¬ 
cations whatever to speak on the subject. 

It is a pity, for his journalistic reputation, that Sir W. 
Beach Thomas had not, before he wrote this article, 
made some acquaintance with the enormous amount of 
research work that is being carried on, not only in this 
country, but throughout the civilized world, in connexion 
with animal diseases. He seems to have condemned the 

f irofession without having even looked at the current 
iterature of the Veterinary science—either British or 
Continental! 

To those of your readers who served with fighting units 
on the Western Front, the absurdity of Sir William’s re¬ 
marks will serve to remind them of many amusing half 
hours spent in the perusal of descriptions of what they 
themselves had really seen !—Yours etc., 

M.R.C.V.S. 


Disease it is a Crime to Cure. 

By Sir William Beach Thomas. 

A medical, or perhaps one should say, a veterinary ex 
periment of wide scientific and practical interest has just 
been made and is to be repeated on a larger and more 
public scale -ihis time on farms in the north of France. 

Some years ago a stockman in America was shown by 
an old countryman a method of curing foot-and-mouth 
disease, and he now wishes Europe to have the benefit 
of this alleged discovery. Simultaneously a number ®! 
remedies have been attempted, it is said, with succesi in 
Italy, and literally scores of cures—especially since the 


war—have been at one time and another brought to the 
Ministry of Agriculture. Not one has been tried. 

Does this refusal represent official wisdom or official 
obstinacy ? 

In this country you are not allowed to try to cure the 
disease. To attempt a cure is a crime. Even to ask 
leave to attempt a cure makes a Departmental official 
quite absurdly angry. All scientific inquiry or experi¬ 
ment is regarded as a defiance of the law—which is at 
least a curious fact in a scientific age. 

* * * * 

There is no sort of doubt that the disease is curable. 
Indeed, if left to Nature, a large number of cases would 
be self-cured, and are self-cured in countries other than 
Britain. Nevertheless, the question'arises whether it is 
wise to cure it. 

No country is anything like so free as Great Britain, 
where all affected animals and their immediate neigh- 
oours are instantly slaughtered and burned. However 
efficient any cure might be it would entail a certain ex¬ 
tension of the disease, and it is for this reason that 
slaughter, not cure, has been adopted as unalterable law 
by the Medes and Persians of the Ministry. 

There is, of course, a third policy, that, as it seems to 
me, any sensible and scientific Government would adopt. 

Anything that assists irrevention —a very different 
thing from cure^-can only be good. The animal doctors 
ought to be continuously at work on sodisastrousa disease 
with a view to prevent infection ; and you can do neither 
without a perfect knowledge of the malady itself. This 
can only be obtained by study and experiment with the 
infected animal. 

We need, in short, a scientific station where these 
alleged remedies can be tried out with a proper equip¬ 
ment of men and material. 

It may well be that such a station would lead to dis¬ 
coveries of general medical as well as veterinary value. 
There are a host of diseases of animals, from hens to cat¬ 
tle, on which no first-class scientific brains are at work. 
A West End physician recently cured the monkeys at 
the Zoo. There is no reason, except want of facilities, 
why the reverse should not happen, and the monkey 
doctor find remedies for human ills. 


[We reprint the foregoing at the request of several of 
our contributors ; but in our columns it will not come 
to the notice of readers of The Daily Mail and other 
papers in which it may have appeared. Those of the 
public who know more of the subject will pass the ef¬ 
fusion with more or less of contempt; but, like writings 
of similar character which have appeared in other places, 
it will be read by some thousands who know little or 
nothing about it, and in those cases it is mischievous— 
both to the profession and to the agricultural community.] 


INTER-COLLEGE FOOTBALL. 

The annual match for the Wooldridge Challenge Cup 
was revived at Heme Hill, London, on 13th March. It 
will be remembered that in the last match, which was 
played in 1914, the London College won after a keen 
tussle, and were thus holders of the cup. 

The weather was very good and the ground was in 
splendid order when the following took the field :— 
London— H. D. Mead, A. G. Canham, R. Trevor-Howells 
(Capt.), A. Cattell, A. M. Viegal, H. Thieler, W. Gibson, 
Smith, Elphick, Smith, Holmes, van ltensburgh, Light- 
foot, Wilkinson, J. A. Barlow. 

Dublin —R. M. Campbell, R. Gardiner, S. W.de Villiers, 
J. Bell, (Capt.), E. P. Burke, H. Callanan, O. T. de 
Villiers, 1). 1). Morton, H. Bell, H. O’Leary, E. O’Neill, 
C. J. van Heerden, J. Schofield, J. W. Graham, T. Egan. 
Referee—Mr. Griffiths. 




520 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


May i, 1920 


The opening play was of a scrambling nature and 
remained about half-way for some time. From the first 
scrum the Irish three-quarters got going, and J. Bell 


jniT!liTrt>iT-jniT3 


Obtaining the ball in the scrum, de Villiers set his 
backs in motion, and after Callanan, de Villiers (S. W.), 
Bell (J.) and Burke had handled, the last-named went 
over for a try far out, which the Dublin captain failed 
to convert. 

Stung by this early reverse the Londoners played up 
strongly, and after some passing amongst the backs 
Canham dropped a lovely goal from outside the twenty- 
five. Play remained about half way for some time when 
a fine run by S. W. de Villiers brought the game inside 
the London twenty-five. Following this the Dublin 
forwards made several dashes for the line, but fine de¬ 
fence work by Qibson and Howells held them out. 
Soon afterwards the Dublin three-quarters got going, 
and after a fine bout of passing Burke scored another 
try which was not improved upon. From the drop out 
Dublin pressed, and a fine forward movement in which 
Morton, Bell (H), O’Leary and van Heerden were prom¬ 
inent, resulted in the last-named scoring an unconverted 
try. Dublin continued to press, but the fine defence of 
the home backs held out until half-time and the teams 
crossed over with the score 9 points to 4 in favour of 
the visitors. 

Although facing the wind in the second half the Lon¬ 
don forwards played up with great dash, and for the first 
quarter of an hour kept the play in the Irish half. 
Howells and Gibson made several dashes for the line 
but keen tackling by the visiting backs kept them out. 
At this point the Dublin forwards re-asserted themselves 
and by a series of rushes brought play near the London 
line, when after a short passing movement amongst the 
forwards Morton forced nis way over for a try, to which 
de Villiers failed to add the major points. The London 
forwards tired visibly at this point and the visiting for¬ 
wards had matters much their own way in the scrums. 
Following a passing movement amongst the backs, J. 
Bell burst through from the twenty-five and scored a 
try which was unconverted. Play remained in the 
vicinity of the home line until full time, but no further 
score resulted. 

Result . Dublin 5 tries (15 points) London 1 dropped 
goal (4 points). 

RE THE DEARTH OF QUALIFIED 
VETERINARY SURGEONS. 

To the Editor of The Veterinary Record. 

Sir,—Recently there has been quite a lot of talk on 
the shortage of qualified veterinary surgeons, and I see 
the subject again mentioned in this week’s Farmer and 
Stockbreeder ; may I be allowed to say that I am quali¬ 
fied and highlv so, and have also had both a Public 
School and University education. I was demobilsed 
five months ago after serving since September 1914, and 
on returning to my practice found it had entirely gone. 
I have advertised, and answered advertisements, not 
once but many times, for an assistantship, partnership, 
or with view to that or succession, and have had only 
one reply. My advertisement I may say covered both 
England and Ireland, and those who will recognise my 
writing will know that this is not idle talk but facts.— 
I am, Sir, 

“ Qualified.” 


Presentation to V.S. 

On Tuesday afternoon April 6th there was a large 
gathering of ladies and gentlemen representative of the 
farming community at the George Hotel, Penrith, to do 
honour to Mr. and Mrs. Robert Holliday, Lazonby. Mr. 
Holliday is well known over a large part of Mid Cum¬ 
berland and North Westmorland. His skill and his 
geniality and urbanity have made him very popular 
amongst a wide circle. The appeal for subscriptions 
met a splendid response ; so that after providing a gold 
watch, chain, and pendant for Mr. Hollidayj a silver tea 
and coffee service for Mrs. Holliday, and a joint illumi¬ 
nated address, a balance of nearly £80 was handed over 
in a cheque. 

Mr. John Crosby, Kirkby Thore, who presided and 
made the presentation, said they were met to recognise 
in a small way the long and valuable services which Mr. 
and Mrs. Holliday had rendered to the agricultural com¬ 
munity. He knew Mr. and Mrs. Holliday would value 
the gifts not so much for their intrinsic worth, but for 
the depth of kindly feeling that waB behind them, be¬ 
cause they were simply the outward and visible sign of 
what their many friends thought of them. They all 
hoped Mr. and Mrs. Holliday would be spared for many 
years to “ carry on ” in their respective walks of life. 
They did not wait for his retirement, which they trusted 
was yet far off, but thought the present an opportune 
time to recognise his many good qualities. Mr. Crosby 
also referred to Mrs. Holliday’s invariable kindnss to all, 
and particularly to callers who were seeking Mr. Holli¬ 
day’s services; he believed Mrs. Holliday had been the 
inspiration that had carried Mr. Holliday through the 
strenuous period of the last six years. 

Mr. Allan Potter, Kirkoswald, in adding his testimony 
said; without in any way straining the truth he could 
say that Mr. Holliday had been indispensable to the 
farming community during the war. He had got through 
a marvellous amount of work, and had had some remark¬ 
able experiences. 

Mr. W. B. Errington, Stockbridge Hall, one of the 
collectors, said it was very pleasing to see the way in 
which the people subscribed to the testimonial ; they 
said he deserved all they could get for him. Early or 
late, Sunday or week day Mr. Holliday was always 
ready to respond to a summons, and what was more he 
seldom had to go twice to a case. 

The address read: “We the farmers of Cumberland 
and Westmorland and district present to Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Holiday, of Lazonby, a gold watch, and silver tea 
and coffee service as a mark of esteem and appreciation 
of long and valued services. March, 1920. Signed on 
behalf of the subscribers, John Crosby, Chairman.” 

On the salver and coffee pot there was the following 
inscription: “ Presented to Mrs. Robert Holliday, Lazon¬ 
by, by her husband’s clients as a token of appreciation 
and esteem. March 1920.” 

Mrs. Holliday briefly returned thanks, and said she 
would never forget the kindness of her many friends 

Mr. Holliday said : He could not adequately express 
his gratitude for all their kindnesses, and could only nope 
that the good feeling that had existed between them all 
would continue for many years. He was not contem¬ 
plating retiring, and would “ cany on ” as long as his 
nealth and strength permitted. He was happy in his 
calling, and was gratified to know that his services had 
been acceptable to them. He had been in the district 
for 35 years, and had made a great many warm friends. 
He could only say he had tried to do his duty to the best 
of his ability, and was glad it had been appreciated. 
(Applause)— The Penrith Observer . 
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Scheduled Disease. 

One-tTiird of the year ia over, and we can form 
some estimate of the Board's progress against 
scheduled disease. There is still mnch ground for 
anxiety, but not a little also for congratulation. 

This time last year our two most serious dangers 
were rabies and foot-and-mouth disease. Babies is 
now almost stamped out; and its complete eradica¬ 
tion and subsequent permanent exclusion from the 
country are only matters of enforcing the present 
regulations. Foot-and-mouth disease is still a 
formidable menace, as the number of outbreaks this 
year shows. So long as the disease continues to be 
prevalent abroad, we cannot certainly avoid its 
visitations; but it is a distinct success that we 
invariably bring each one quickly under control. 
Veterinarians, who understand the special difficul¬ 
ties of this question,.know that hardly anything in 
its record is more creditable than its handling of foot- 
and-mouth disease; but we cannot expect the public 
to be equally appreciative ; although a recent press 
notice on the method of control of rabies should 
help in that direction. 

Parasitic mange shows a marked decline. So far 
this year, the out-breaks have totalled well over 400 
less than the corresponding figures of last year, and 
are also below those of 1918. War conditions 
accounted for the serious increase of mange in recent 
years. Now that they are removed, we may con¬ 
fidently expect to get it in hand again before long. 
Other diseases show less favourable figures. 
Glanders, anthrax, sheep-scab, and swine fever 
Have all increased more or less. The glanders in¬ 
crease is not great (the figures are still below those 
of 1918), and it need cause no concern. Neither 
does the sheep-scab increase appear alarming. The 
other two diseases show more serious rises; for 
swine fever is not very far from doubling last year’s 
corresponding figures, and anthrax has much more 
than doubled. Probably these two diseases will re¬ 
main with us long after some others scheduled have 
disappeared from the Kingdom. Both decreased 
greatly during the war; and this suggests that 
some special conditions inhibited their spread. In 
the case of swine fever, indeed, it is known that 
the Board attributed that decrease to the enforced 
suspension of the transit of pigs. Possibly the ex¬ 
perience may suggest some new ideas concerning 
both these diseases ; but whether it can suggest any 
preventive measures likely to be found practicable is 
another question. 


The Subscription. 

As noted in our issue of April 24, an increase in 
the subscription has become inevitable, and com¬ 
mencing with this issue the new rate will be 20/- per 


annum. We make the change with reluctance. We 
worried through the later years of war-time—some¬ 
how ; and we have delayed the alteration. With 
the present outlook a further increase may yet be 
necessary, and a return to our pre-war status would 
make it a certainty. The handicap of the limited 
circulation is always with us. 


ATYPICAL PURPURA (?) 

By Arthur New, m.r.c.v.s., Ashton-under-Lyne. 

On February 7th last I was called to attend a 
valuable trotting gelding, at the Snipe Grounds, 
Ardenshaw, showing the following symptoms. 
Pulse 60, temperature 103, swellings on the inner 
side of both thighs extending downwards, a large 
one between the fore legs and around the off elbow, 
several, tbe size of an egg, along both sides of the 
ribs. The animal had been suffering from strangles, 
the abscess of which had been lanced by another' 
trainer and was slightly discharging pus. There 
was no discharge from the nostrils, no petechial 
agents on the m.m., and no weeping from the 
swellings. 

Considering the case one of purpura, I gave iron 
and tonics, with instructions for milk, eggs, and any 
nourishment they could get the animal to take. 

February 9th. The swellings down the legs had 
increased very much, and Icalled in a V.S. to con¬ 
sult and he was of opinion that the abscess had been 
opened with a dirty knife, and that I had in conse¬ 
quence an irregular case of purpura to deal with. 

February 14th. The swellings had begun to 
move about and the skin became very irritable 
making the animal bite himself, which he did Bevere- 
ly on the off fore leg. I had a light muzzle put on 
at night when the attendants were away, but we 
had to do away with this early, as wherever the 
muzzle or head collar touched, a swelling rapidly 
developed. 

On the morning of February 21st he seemed to 
be improving, and the swellings being rather less he 
was able to move more freely. About 4 p.tn. on that 
day the trainer rang up to say that tbe horse had 
colic very badly and was rolling about. I found 
this to be the case ; a great part of the swellings had 
disappeared and the animal showed great abdomi¬ 
nal pain. I gave him a 70 M. dose of morphia, and 
did not expect to see him again alive, as 1 thought 
the swelling had most probably ploughed up the 
intestinal m.m. 

Upon attendance next dooming I found' the ani¬ 
mal on his feet, and feeding'fairly well, a large swel¬ 
ling had developed on the seat of the morphia in jec- 
tion and most of the swelling had returned but 
chiefly under the abdomen, very little returned to 
the legs. 
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On February 24th and 25th he had several attacks 
of colicky pain, and during the night of the 25th 
passed several times a large quantity of urine, the 
attendants stated was almost like pure blood. They 
did not catch any for me to examine. This seemed 
to be the turning point of the case, as the horse 
made a continuous recovery from this date, and 
was discharged cured on March 23rd. 


RUPTURE OF RECTUM IN A COW. 

On April 11th I was asked to examine a cow at 
Mr. Ogden’s farm, JIartshead. I noticed that she 
had trusses fitted on, and asked the owner when she 
had calved, and he said about 7 or 8 weeks but, the 
bull that was kept in the same shippon had got loose 
on the previous Tuesday in the night, and the cow 
had been straining very heavily since. 

I examined the vagina but could not detect any 
abnormality, but the cow strained very heavily 
during my examination and forced out a portion of 
the rectum as large as a man’s fist, this appeared 
very much injected from being forced against a rough 
set of trusses. 

The cow was giving 15 quarts of milk per day, 
and I advised trying her for a short time to see if 
we could stop the straining, I syringed the vagina, 
and asked the owner to go down to the surgery with 
me and I would find him some medicine and a better 
fitting truss. As I was getting into my motor I 
missed my gloves, and returned to see if 1 had left 
them in the 9hippon, Mr. Ogden returning with me ; 
the cow was then straining with great force, and as 
we stood watching her for a few minutes the rectum 
suddenly burst and the small intestines came rolling 
out like sausages. As nothing could be done, I got 
a butcher as early as possible and had her dressed. 
Upon examination of the rectum and vagina no 
direct puncture or tear could be found that might 
have been caused by a bull; but the point where the 
rectum had hurst appeared almost cut through right 
round, where it had been forced against the truss, 
which had a round hole cut in a stout piece of 
leather. 


On the occurrence of two Hypojri and a ? Trovi - 
bidiid in skin scrapings of Horses 

A. W. Noel-Pillers, f.r.c.v.s. 

In a previous note in this journal 1 I reported the 
finding of Aleurobius farina in scrapings from the 
skins of horses suspected of mange. It was there 
stated that bypopi had been encountered several 
times. The subject was again referred to some 
months later in a record of Tyroglyphus longior 2 
from horses skins. Hypopi or hypopial nymphae 
are characteristic of the famiiy Tyroglyphidce. They 
are developed under certain conditions in addition 
to the ordinary nymphae and are assumed to be for 
purposes of distribution. A number are imperfectly 
known and at one time some were regarded as a 
species of a genus Hypopus. Some are very rudi¬ 
mentary. The two illustrated by Figure I and II 
represent types that are frequently encountered. 
They show no mouth parts and are furnished with the 
characteristic sucker plates between the hind pairs 
of legs. Generally such suckers are used to attach the 
hypopus to the horny integument of some insect. 
Figure I closely resembles Tyroglyphus but it is not 
possible to specifically determine it or Figure II for 
they had passed through boiling caustic potash 
solution before being stained with red ink, It will 
be seen that the specimen in Figure'll is extremely 
small. 

Figure III shows an adult acarus, also badly 
damaged by boiling, which belongs to quite a differ¬ 
ent family and which I have only seen on three oc¬ 
casions. Owing to its condition it is not possible to 
place it in its genus or to say anything more definite 
than that it appears to belong to the family Trom- 
bidtida. 

With regard to these findings it is interesting to 
note the following quotation taken from Fleming 

(1875)3 

“ In making these examinations it is necessary to 
remember that in the epidermic detritus of all 
horses—no matter whether the skin is healthy or 
diseased—there are found the bodies of acari derived 
from thedu9tof forage, such as Glycipliagi , Cheyhta , 




Fig. l. 

Hypopus, skin of Horse x 100. 


Fig. 2. 

Hypopus, skin of Horse x 200. 


Fig. 3. 

? Trombidiid, skin of horse x 100. 
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Tyroglypha , etc., which might; be mistaken for the 
s&rcopt, though they are perfectly harmless. And 
the larvae of the Gcimasida which may live in great 
numbers as parasites on horses and other of the do¬ 
mesticated animals might still more easily be mis¬ 
taken for it as they are alive. They however cause 
□0 injury but merely live on the surface of the skin 
among the hair . . . ” 

The present note offers a suitable opportunity to 
say that through the kindness of Prof. R.Newstead, 
f.r.s. I have seen Carpano’s work * referred to in the 
aocount of Almrobius farinae and his diagrams 
show that he was clearly not dealing with a Tyro - 
glyphus but with Pediculotdes ventricoms New¬ 
port. 
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AZOTURIA IN ARMY HORSES. 

Sir,—Mr. H, Low, in The Veterinai'y Record of last 
week asks why the ex-army horse should be subject to 
this disease ; also if any other members have had cases 
of azoturia in ex-army horses. It is, of course, not a 
disease peculiar to the ex-army horse. The explanation 
is that the Army purchased large numbers of horses 
from the United States, and it is generally the American 
horse of the Percheron type that is so subject to this 
disease. The ’bus companies and firms who purchased 
this type of horse previous to the war had the same ex¬ 
perience, but stringent precautions were taken. Mr. 
Low is to be congratulated in getting his cases well in 
24 hours ; but I am not in agreement with his method 
of treatment. 

Probably the most important thing is that the animal 
should immediately be stopped when found lame on the 
road, and on no account should the driver endeavour to 
force the animal along ; it should either be fetched home 
by ambulance or taken into stables near by. In nearly 
all cases where the attack is a very severe one and ends 
fatally, the history is that the animal is forced to travel 
some distance after the onset of the attack My own 
experience is that it is best to place the animal in a very 
roomy box with plenty of bedding, and administer 
chloral gi, gii if animal is in severe pain. I do not agree 
with slinging or forcing the animal to keep standing. 
The greater the muscular exertion the worse the attack ; 
many animals will lie down perfectly quietly, and these 
generally recover. It may be advisable to try and sling 
them if unable to rise after 24 hours, but Mr. Low’s dic¬ 
tum, “ on no account allow the horse to get down ”—well, 
I should rather like to see anybody keep some of them 
up. I cannot speak on the wonderful curative effects of 
sod. bicarb., but will try it on next bad case. 

The most serious sequel—crural paralysis, generally of 
one quarter, commonly involves several months’ rest- 
even then not a useful recovery. 

H. D. Jones, m.r.c.v.s. 

Peckham, S.E. 


NATIONAL 
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(Concluded from page 517.) 

Mr. W. R. Davis said the Author had referred to cases 
of cellulitis having its origin in the alveoli, and he felt 
quite convinced the Author was right wheq he said that 
that was the starting point of the condition, although he 
could not say that he nad thought of it before. The last 
case he saw was in a three year old horse in which the 
disease had reached up the face, had affected the con¬ 
junctiva.'. This membrane in each eye was protruding, 
forming two huge borders, of almost a crimson colour, 
and when the animal turned round it was hideous to look 
at. It was taken ill at night and the next day it died* 
In that case he never suspected that the teeth were the 
cause of the trouble, but he had not the slightest doubt 
since examining the specimens that the diseased condi¬ 
tion of some of the teeth was the starting point of the 
malady. The author had said that this cellulitis was 
never observed except in young animals, but personally 
he had seen the same condition affect the head of old 
horses. It was also common from wounds, and as Mr. 
Gray had said, he believed it was more common in Borne 
parts of the country than in others. He had seen two 
or three cases since he had been living in London, but he 
saw a great number of cases at the place at which he 
used to live previous to that. Once he remembered par¬ 
ticularly was the case of a horse which was turned out 
in a field that had been top dressed with manure brought 
from the town, and among that manure was a broken 
soda water bottle The horse rolled on the ground and 
the soda water bottle made a wound on the animal’s 
rump ; the owner dressed it with something, and an 
enormous swelling ensued, with a horrible stench and 
gangrene. That horse also died. He was under the im¬ 
pression that the author said that a case of malignant 
oedema occurred among the specimens of the heads of 
the ox that were shown. He aid not think the ox was 
subject to that disease except in cases of parturition, 
where it affected the external genitals and the womb. 
The vulva became enormously swollen, oedematous and 
purple in colour. The oedema extended to the connec¬ 
tive tissue of the pelvis and to the walls of the uterus. 
Such cases were invariably fatal in a few days. He desired 
to thank Mr. Harvey for the great pains he had taken to 
collect and prepare the specimens, for the highly inter¬ 
esting and instructive histories relative to them, and for 
the trouble in presenting them here, and thus affording 
the fellows an opportunity to examine the morbid 
changes. 

Capt. W. L. Little said he noticed the author confined 
the paper mostly to complications of periodontal disease 
and left out the origin and the progress of the disease. 
As a matter of fact he thought most of the cases which 
had been shown were complications of periodontal dis¬ 
ease, accidental inoculation with malignant oedema or 
tetanus, or other organisms. Probably some of those 
cases were due to putrefactive invasion. With regard to 
the origin of the disease in young animals, he thought 
some of it was not true periodontal disease or pyorrhoea 
but that it was due to teething trouble, where swelling 
at the base of the teeth obtained, particularly in the 
upper jaw, not so much in the lower jaw. In older ani¬ 
mals be thought it was due to injury to the buccal mu¬ 
cous membrane and invasion by the food becoming pu¬ 
trid. The author did not think that the mere accumu¬ 
lation of food would cause disease Personally he thought 
that if there were spaces between the teeth, especially in 
the lower jaw, the food accumulated there, became pu- 
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trid, and by pressure injury to the mucous membrane 
was set up, and infection. In that wav periodontal dis¬ 
ease was produced. He had hoped to hear something in 
the course of the paper with regard to pyorrhoea in cats 
and dogs. In his experience dogs were very subject to 
pyorrhoea, and he thought it was the chief cause of dogs 
losing their teeth. It was also common in cats, especi¬ 
ally in long-haired cats, the hair getting round their teeth 
so that infection of the buccal membrane took place ; 
the teeth became loose and eventually fell out. The 
author also said that young animalB might die of the 
disease. Personally he did not think that was so ; he 
thought young animals died from the complications. 
Old animals were nor affected to such an extent. A few 

? r ears ago he was very much interested in the subject 
rom the point of view of sheep. He obtained as many 
sheep’s heads as he could from the butchers, and he came 
across a disease very similar to what the author had 
shown in the Bheep’s jaw. He remembered one particu¬ 
lar case in which the iaw was very similar to that shown 
of the ox. He thought then that the cases were due to 
infection by the ray fungus. O wing to their sb ort length 
of life there was no doubt that sheep did not have peri¬ 
odontal disease to such an extent as other animals, for 
instance the horse. 

Prof. G. H. Wooldridge desired to express his grate¬ 
ful thanks to Mr. Harvey for the valuable material he 
had brought before the Society. It had opened up quite 
a new line of work to most of the members, and it em¬ 
phasised the necessity for examining mouths and teeth 
much more frequently and critically than had been the 
case in the past The author had referred to the fact 
that veterinary surgeons were handicapped in the respect 
that their vision of the mouth of an animal was usually 
a straight vision, and it was impossible to get a lateral 
view such as was possible in tne human mouth. The 
lateral view was usually obtained by means of mirrors, 
and that emphasised the necessity of veterinary surgeons 
using a torch and a mirror much more frequently than 
they did in attempting to make diagnoses of the condi¬ 
tions of the mouth in horses and dogs. The work the 
author had done both in preparing the paper and the 
specimens was enormous. The suggestion was frequent¬ 
ly made that country practitions were particularly back¬ 
ward in making observations. He thought Mr. Harvey, 
at any rate, was a very gallant and noteworthy excep¬ 
tion to that suggestion, and it was to be hoped that his 
lead would stimulate other country veterinary surgeons, 
who had the facilities and the power of observation, to 
follow suit. He thought Capt. Little could not possibly 
have had an opportunity of reading the paper, otherwise 
he would not nave made a considerable number of state¬ 
ments he had done. Most of the points he had raised 
were very clearly dealt with in the paper. He (Prof. 
Wooldridge) had frequently considered, without having 
had the opportunity of verifying his assumption, that 
many of tne conditions that had not ordinarily been attri¬ 
buted to teeth, or teeth disease, were directly associated 
with them. 

The author half apologised for introducing the ques¬ 
tion of lameness as associated with teeth, but ne thought 
there was no necessity to do so. It was not at all a far 
cry either in the human subject or in the lower animals. 
He was quite certain that a very large proportion of 
cases of periodontal lameness in patients was due to 
teeth affections. That could be proved very clearly and 
definitely in the smaller animals much more readily than 
in the larger animals. In the human subject rheuma¬ 
toid pains were of very frequent association with alveo¬ 
lar periostitis and also suppurative alveolitis, and it was 
only when the offending teeth had been removed and the 
gums and alveoli had been restored to a healthy condi¬ 


tion that the pains were cured. The pains and lame¬ 
nesses were metastatic, and he felt certain that many 
cases of lameness of a metastatic character were toxic in 
origin, the seat of infection being the alveoli. It had 
been stated by one of the speakers that the author had 
not suggested how the depth of the cavities became in¬ 
fected. When he read a portion of the paper he began 
to think that too, but as he went on he found that what 
appeared to be an omission was not so but that it had 
been accounted for later. Towards the bottom of page 8 
the author drew attention to the fact that young colts 
were constantly affected, and he wondered if there was 
any association between that condition and navel-ill. 
Navel-ill was in most cases a septicaemia, and when re¬ 
covery from a septicaemia took place certain local foci 
might remain infected but latent, and it was conceivable 
that the alveoli might be seats of it. Further on the 
author made the statement: “ Whether certain cases of 
early alveolar disease in colts are merely late expressions 
of navel-ill or some other general infection, it is at pre¬ 
sent impossible to say.” He had put a note across that 
to the effect that it was a very interesting speculation, 
but he thought the author might go still further. Refer¬ 
ence had been made on other occasions to various forms 
of ostitis involving the ends of bones and ultimately re¬ 
sulting in exostosis and arthritis commencing from the 
centre of the bone. How, and when, and where was the 
infective point ? It was interesting to consider whether 
they might not also be latent foci which had been left 
after navel infection, and that it might have a similar 
origin to those cases which the author had brought before 
them. An interesting point in connection with jaws and 
the occurrence of periodontal disease had not been em¬ 
phasised, namely, that apparently the first and second 
molars were by far the most frequently affected in young 
animals, while in adults the fourth molar was most fre¬ 
quently affected. It would be interesting if the author 
could suggest a reason for that. Several speakers had 
referred to the question of sheep being affected. Although 
he had not observed the disease affecting the molar teeth 
of sheep be had observed it affecting the incisors. 
Whether it was of similar origin he could not say, but 
there had certainly been alveolitis, and he thought in 
many instances that was responsible for the early loss of 
the incisors of sheep. That rarely occurred, in his ex¬ 
perience, with sheep until after they were three years 
old. It was suggested by Capt. Little that sheep did 
not get it so often as horses because of their compara¬ 
tively short life, but among the specimens shown were 
those of colts eight months old. Most sheep lived be¬ 
yond that age, so that he was afraid Capt. Little’s point 
m that respect missed fire. The occurrence of alveolar 
nodes or splints inside the jaw had been suggested by the 
author as being probably of periodontal origin. That 
interested him because he (the speaker) was tne subject 
of several of those splints on the inner side of his lower 
jaw. So far as he was aware, after various visits to the 
dentist and from his own survey of the condition of his 
teeth, he had never experienced any alveolitis. There¬ 
fore although some of the cases might result from peri¬ 
odontal infectiou it was obvious that, at any rate in the 
human subject, they were not all due to that origin. The 
difference in the lesions produced by the upper and 
lower teeth was referred to on page 12. The author 
thought that probably the infection of the tongue from 
the lower teeth was mainly due to the fact that the mu¬ 
cous membrane there was thinner contrasted with the 
upper surface of the tongue. He did not think that 
was the chief reason. He thought the chief reason was 
the difference in the wear of the molar teeth. Since the 
arch of the upper jaw was wider than that of the lower, 
sharp irregularities of the inner edge of the lower teeth 
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were frequently present and they were much more likely 
to infect the tongue, while irregularities of the upper 
teeth affected the cheek rather than the tongue. Al¬ 
though the mucous membrane was denser on the upper 
surface, he thought if they had the same sharp points on 
the inner edge of the upper teeth they would wound the 
tongue and it would get infected with malignant oedema 
equally well. The backward spread was due to the 
lymphatic channel rather than to the veins. He did not 
think that was at all a difficult point to understand, be¬ 
cause in nearly every infection the spread of the oedema 
was first in the direct channel of the lymph flow, and it 
was not until the lymphatic glands themselves became 
so inflamed that the passage of lymph was occluded 
that the lower portion of the tissues became oedematous. 
The author suggested that in some of the cases of en¬ 
largement of the jaw that were due to infection early ex¬ 
traction of the tooth from the alveolus first attacked, and 
trephining and drilling into the bone from without would 
seem indicated. It would, but the author did not go so 
far as to say that he recommended it. It would be in- 
• terest ir g to know if he did. It seemed to be rather dras¬ 
tic, while the possibilities of secondary infection would 
be very considerably enhanced, and only in special in¬ 
stances would it be called for. Nevertheless, in cases 
where the bone had become rarefied and suppurating 
points had been established one ought not to hesitate to 
trephine into the bone, whether the upper or the lower 
jaw. One much more rarely trephined the lower jaw 
than the upper, because the upper jaw was so much 
more affected. The reason probably was that the density 
of the bone of the lower jaw was far greater than that of 
the upper jaw, but he thought a veterinary surgeon 
should not hesitate to trephine the lower jaw also. He 
had done so in a number of cases, with quite gratifying 
results. Harking back, he would like an opinion from 
the author as to the possible association of cases of 
chronic stifle joint disease (gonitis) that were observed in 
old horses with a primary infection in the region of the 
teeth, or possibly trom the navel in young animals. 

The President, after sincerely thanking the Author 
for his excellent paper, which was interesting from many 
points of view, said the Author dealt on page 8, with the 
focus of infection. When organisms were in the blood 
stream, although in the vast majority of cases they were 
readily and quickly phagocyted ana produced no ill ef¬ 
fects, if any tissue was damaged they were likely to be- 

- come localised and produce trouble. It seemed to him 
that that might account for many obscure foci which 
occurred, particularly in the case of bones and joints. 

. It was very seldom that one came across a record of cases 
of malignant oedema, but in his experience that was not 
because such eases did not occur, because from enquiries 
he had made in different parts of the country he found 
that they undoubtedly did occur with a greater degree 
of frequency than was often supposed. During the last 
five or six years it had been his doubtful privilege to come 
across a very large number of cases of what had been 
called gas gangrene in horses. It had been found during 
the last year or two that those cases, which had very 
naturally been called malignant oedema, might be pro- 

- duced by several different organisms; indeed the Author’s 
observations confirmed the fact that those different 
organisms were also capable of infecting the horse. He 
agreed with the the Author’s statement on page 11, that 
“Free incisions and drainage of the infected tissues along 
with removal of any loose tooth can alone offer any 
chance of successful treatment.” It was his duty at one 
time to try and prevent the spread of a vast number of 
cases of malignant oedema. He tried a very large num¬ 
ber of chemical agents, and eventually found that a 
solution of permanganate of potash injected jnst beyond 
the edge of the infected area was extremely useful. 
Another point he desired to consider was the spread of 


the. infection. In the case of tetanus, the organisms re¬ 
mained localized and produced a toxin which was ab¬ 
sorbed by the body and that produced the effect; whereas 
the so-called malignant oedema bacillus produced a very 
weak toxin. It spread through the tissues ; it thrived on 
dying and dead tissues, and so killed the animal. That 
bore out the Author’s observation that the spread of the 
disease was always towards loose tissue, and tnat, he took 
it, was why they found that it was shut up for a consider¬ 
able time, and then suddenly let loose and produced a 
rapid death. The Author observed that it spread towards 
the throat. It did. If the infection was in the shoulder 
the oedema went to the throat, which was not what one 
would expect, but it was owing to the fact that the 
organism was following the line of least resistance. 
Another point of very great interest was that the disease 
had been noticed by the Author in animals up to three 
years of age. Apart from the fact that they were more 
liable to infection, he thought the explanation was that 
many older animals had had a light infection at some 
previous time and showed a considerable degree of im¬ 
munity. Another point of interest was the Author’s 
reasonable assumption that an animal which was working 
and had a diseased tooth might develope synovitis. 
Very few persons had any conception of the effect which 
bacterial proteid alone would produce on nerve trunks 
and endings and also upon joints. A joint might only 
have strain put upon it to produce synovitis. Another 
point of interest occurred on page 22, where the Author 
pointed out that there was the possibility of a slow and 
continuous entry of toxin into tne blood stream by way 
of the stomach, and also more directly by the alveolar 
path. That, he believed, was quite correct, but he did 
not wish it to be thought that he agreed, for example, 
that the toxin of the so-called malignant oedema bacillus 
would behave in that manner. He thought that where 
there were pyogenic organisms in a state of that sort 
there was a continuous excretion of toxin which produced 
very weird effects, particularly an effect which could only 
be called general malaise in the animal. He thought 
opportunity should be taken of the Author’s experience to 
further their knowledge in determining whether thoee 
were cases of malignant oedema or not. It was now 
possible to obtain a specific anti-toxin which would ab¬ 
solutely obliterate the toxic effects on the animal and 
save life at the eleventh hour, and if the Author cared to 
carry out some experiments with such specific anti-toxins 
he would be very glad to place some at his disposal. 

Reply. 

Mr. F. T. Harvey, said he had not been able to find 
evidence of the disease in sheep which he had Been in 
colts but an occasional case of disease involving the jaw 
and throat in sheep would be found. One or two speakers 
had referred to alveolar disease being commoner in some 
parts of the country than others. Very frequently the 
disease was overlooked. He now recognised the disease 
because he looked for it, whereas years ago he would not 
have done so. If only a casual glance was made at the 
animal and a proper investigation was not made, natur¬ 
ally the disease was overlooked. He would not call 
malignant oedema alveolar disease. The cases of the 
disease he had shown were merely secondary infections. 
The malignant bacillus had been implanted on the 
tissues. Alveolar disease in that case would be merely 
like a wound into which germs would have a favourable 
opportunity of getting and growing. Mr. Gray had 
spoken of the disease spreading through a sinus. As he 
had said in his paper, the inner wall of the alveolus 
rapidly became destroyed, and the disease spread along 
the lymphatics of the mucous membrane of the noae^ so 
that the mode of spread was that of an ordinary cellulitis. 
The statement had been made that he had said the di¬ 
sease malignant oedema did not occur in young animals 
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over three years old. That was not so. It might occur 
in animals of any age, but only occasionally. Eventually 
the tendency to disease passed away. Whether the 
animal acquired immunity to the organism he did not 
know, but with the arrival of the third year the 1st and 
2nd temporary teeth disappeared ; the third molar was 
the only one (temporary) left The other teeth were 
coming up and the parts began to reach adult stage, so 
that they were better able to resist the inroads of disease, 
and the tissues made better provision for protecting the 
animals from the inroads of germs from outside. The 
points alluded to by Captain Little were answered in the 
paper itself, Professor Wooldridge had alluded to the 
use of a mirror for the inspection of the mouth. The 
paper had been written with the hope of starting a dis¬ 
cussion on the subject on whether it was possible to im¬ 
prove methods of diagnosis and the inspection of teeth, 
such as the use of mirrors. Practitioners who li ved near 
large cities in which it was possible to acquire diagnostic 
instruments, such as mirrors, might be able to develope 
one for the purpose which should prove extremely use¬ 
ful. Professor Wooldridge also referred to focal infection, 
which was acquiring a very important vogue at the pre¬ 
sent day in pathology. The longer they went on the 

C ter the number of diseases there probably would 
bat would be attributed to focal infection. So far 
as inflammation of the jaw was concerned, the teeth were 
only one focus of infection. There was another very 
important focus in the horse, which in his view was 
quite as important as aveolar trouble—the invasion of 
of the abdominal organs by round worms. On post-mor¬ 
tem examination of a horse, some trouble round the 
mesenteric artery was frequently found, aud an animal 
that had been badly infected might carry one or more 
foci of infection in his abdominal organs, and that might 
also be distributing toxin or organisms into the blood 
stream, and thus bring about joint troubles. It was 
very important for veterinary surgeons to thoroughly 
realise tne importance of focal infections in the etiology 
of disease. Then Prof. Wooldridge referred to the 
two first teeth, which practically came up together, 
so that there was a good deal of change going on, partic¬ 
ularly as they came up at an age before the animal ac¬ 
quired any pronounced immunity. Prof. Wooldridge had 
suggested that infection of the tongue was due to wounds 
or to the condition of the teeth. He did not think that 
was so, because the tongue was not wounded, but if sep¬ 
tic material or diphtheric stuff was being discharged the 
tongue was bathed in it, and it soaked into the tissues. 
He did think the dense membranes offered a consider¬ 
able resistance to the infection ; while the very thin layer 
was popping up against it, and it quickly jumped across 
—mortification by contact. The question of why the 
fourth tooth was so often involved in old horses was 
dealt with on page 20 of the paper. Was it not proba¬ 
ble that an extension of infection from the pre-molar al¬ 
veolus to that of the permanent one was likely 1 The 
frequency of disease in the alveolus of the fourth molar 
in old horses was thus explained by direct infection, in¬ 
stead of regarding it as due to pressure. He did not 
think the position of the tooth in the centre of the row, 
as had been suggested, was the explanation ; it was 
purely a case of bacterial infection of the teeth at an 
early stage. With regard to trephining, in the case of a 
bullock in low condition, if on examination of the mouth 
disease of bone was found to be present, he thought it 
was desirable to get rid of the pus and put in some 
iodine as quickly as possible. In all surgical conditions, 
once a bone cavity had been formed it was difficult to 
obliterate it, and it remained a weak centre of the ani¬ 
mal’s iaw, which rapidly became affected secondarily. He 
was glad that Prof. Wooldridge and the President agreed 
with his remarks on stifle joint diseases. He looked 
upon navel-ill as the cause of a good deal of trouble to 


which horse flesh was heir; and a lot of the other 
troubles would be dealt with when the bacteriologist 
could solve the problem of navel-ill, which was one of 
the most pressing problems in horse practice. There 
were two great causes of disease in the horse, namely 
navel-ill in very young animals, and parasitic invasion 
of round worms in later life. He had alluded to the 
difficulties of serum treatment because of the avalanche 
nature of the disease. The animal died before it was 
possible to get any serum. Everything depended on 
arresting the disease at an early stage, and if any prac¬ 
titioners living near London could get serum promptly it 
was a line of treatment that should be adopted. Veteri¬ 
nary surgeons could be greatly helped by bacteriologists, 
who were opening up new lines of treatment for them 
every day, and if the clinician and bacteriologist would 
work more in harmony in the future he would look for¬ 
ward to a great increase in the ability of the general 
practitioner to handle disease. He thanked the Fellows 
very sincerely for the kind way in which they had re¬ 
ceived his paper. 

On the motion of Mr. McIntosh, seconded by Mr. H. 
A. MacCormack, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded 
te Mr. Harvey for his excellent paper, which Mr. Harvey 
briefly acknowledged ; and a vote of thanks having been- 
accorded to the President for his conduct in the chair, 
the meeting terminated. 

! Hugh A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 


DERBYSHIRE VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 

The quarterly meeting was held at the St. James’ 
Hotel, Derby, Mr. G. Howe presiding. Other members 
present were Messrs. A. Levie, White, King, Abell, Mar- 
rison. Duckworth, Fairer, Rawlins, DeVilTe, McIntyre, 
Hawksworth and others, and Mr. Prince (hon. sec.X Mr. 
Boyle (Belper) was elected a member. 

Mr. Lkvie reported that he had been interviewed by 
the Secretary of the Derbyshire Agricultural Show Com¬ 
mittee with regard to the attendance of a veterinary 
surgeon, and said that no guarantee could be given by 
the Show Committee that patent veterinary medicines 
would be excluded from the show. His view was that 
no member should attend the show in an official capacity 
unless that guarantee were given and a fee paid. 

Mr. Duckworth moved tnat The Show Committee be 
informed that if medicine vendors be allowed to be pre¬ 
sent no member of that Society would act for the show. 

Mr. Abell seconded and remarked that he regretted 
very much that almember of the Council of the R.C.V.S. 
should be one of their greatest opponents in their effort 
to raise the status of their profession. That conduct, if 
not disgraceful, was at least discourteous between one 
gentleman and another. 

The President referred to the fees payable by local 
authorities to veterinary surgeons, and said the Derby¬ 
shire County Council while saying they had the Associ¬ 
ation’s scale under consideration had reduced members 
accounts. It was six months since the new scale was 
decided on by the Association. 

Mr. Duckworth moved that local authorities be in¬ 
formed that the members of the Association intended to 
adhere to the scale previously submitted, and if the 
local authorities insisted that the old scale of ten years 
ago be worked on members would refuse to act further 
for the local authorities. 

Mr. DeViLLK thought they would have to acoept the 
reduced charges on the last account and refuse to act 
further if the new scale were not adopted. 

Mr. Levie thought that the last accounts should be 
sent back with a protest. If they were going to work 
their Association in a meek and mild way they ought to 
be prepared to shut down at once. 
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Mr. Kino seconded the motion which was carried. 

Capt Rawlins called attention to the fact that Mr. 
James Blakeway, senr., Great Malvern, was advertising 
in the organ of the unregistered practitioners, and he 
moved that the unprofessional conduct be brought to the 
notice of the R.C. V.S. 

Mr. Makrison seconded, and the motion was carried. 

Mr. Lkvie was empowered to interview Aid. Green, 
M.I\, and place before him the Association’s view with 
regard to the Veterinary Surgeons Act (Amendment) 
Bill, and it was decided to write all local members of 
Parliament in regard to the matter. 

ANESTHESIA. 

By Capt. R. Rawlins, m.r.c.v.s., Chesterfield. 

Anesthesia may be general or local. In general anes¬ 
thesia the animal is thrown into a profound sleep; and 
in practice Chloroform and its mixtures hold predomi¬ 
nance. 

Precautions. Before administering an anesthetic, if 
circumstances allow the animal should be prepared as 
follows :- Give a dose of Physic. Withhold food for at 
least 12 hours. The state of the. heart should be ex¬ 
amined and if any disease is recognised or even suspected 
this should be pointed out to one’s client, this also applies 
to respiratory diseases. 

The anesthetic can be administered either with the 
animal standing or cast. If cast, always apply back re¬ 
strainers to prevent fracture, especially in thoroughbreds 
and well conditioned animals : muscular contraction is 
very severe, and mishaps can happen. 

The careful operator generally smears the animal’s 
nostrils and muzzle with vaseline to prevent irritation 
from the chloroform. Tie the tongue to the side of 
the headstall to prevent it slipping back and choking the 
animal. 

In text books three periods of Anesthesia are mem- 
tioned :- 1.—Period of excitement. 2.—Anesthetic or 
surgical period. 3.—Period of collapse. The first period 
is due to the action of the anesthetic upon the nerve end¬ 
ings, particularly of the Larynx and upper Respiratory 
Tract, this quickly extends to the nerve centres them¬ 
selves, characterised by excitement and hyperaesthesia 
of the sense organs. The animal struggles, the heart’s 
action and respiration is quickened, ana note th * pupils 
dilate. 

This accelerate action of the heart and respiration 
calms down, struggles diminish, the pupils contracts, 
sleep commences ana gradually the animal loses reflex 
of the limbs and of the Cornea. This is the period when 
one can commence operating. 

When incised by the knife, it will be noticed that al¬ 
though limb and cornea reflex has ceased, very often re¬ 
flex and some little struggling may take place, particu¬ 
larly if the seat of operation is in an inflammatory state. 

During the operation the pulse should remain regular 
and the pupils contracted and immobile. If breathing 
becomes shallow, the pulse irregular and the pupils di¬ 
lated the anesthetic is being pushed too far; air should 
then be allowed, a hypodermic injection of Strychnine, 
and intermittent pressure every 4 or 5 seconds on the 
ribs; traction of the tongue also gives good results if 
done every 2 or 3 seconds. 

Quantity. The quantity of Chloroform necessary 
vanes somewhat; with the horse I generally start with 
a dose of 1^ to 2 oz., if pure chloroform is being given, 
spread on a pad of tow enclosed in surgical gauze. This 
I like mnch better than cotton wool, as it gives up the 
anesthetic better. The pad can be dipped m hot water 
previous to spreading on the chloroform, it must how¬ 
ever, be wrong out as dry as possible. 

Sleep is maintained by giving small additional doses 
as required. Where the animal is weak, Sulphuric ether 
can be mixed with the chloroform, as there is not so 


much depression afterwards—In X to 3 parts of chloro¬ 
form, A.C.E. mixture, in horses and cattle I have not 
found possessingany advantages over chloroform pure or 
chloroform and ether. 

Cattle take chloroform practically as well as horses, a 
larger dose is necessary, however, I never start with less 
than 2 oz. of chloroform for mature cows or bulls ; in 
sheep also its use is easy, they generally take about 4 
drms. unless it is an old tup which may require 6 drms. 

The Muzzle. This should be as simple as possible, 
Cox’s Muzzle, or an ordinary army nose bag are quite 
satisfactory. The home-made one I show you is really 
all that is necessary. The muzzle is put on to enclose 
the nostrils only, a strap passes over the poll to retain it 
in position and a running noose above the nostrils pre¬ 
vents escape* of the vapour. The pad saturated with the 
anaesthetic is placed in the muzzle through a hole in the 
bottom, this is also closed by a running noose. Hie 
animal’s head and muzzle (not above the eyes) is now 
placed in a rug and results awaited. 

I think it is always wise to time results with the watch, 
it will generally be found that the anaesthetic state is 
reached in from 10 to 13 minutes. 

One cannot be too careful about the make of chloro¬ 
form used; bad chloroform not only irritates the res¬ 
piratory tract, but its results as an anaesthetic are not 
uniform. 4 oz. ampoules supplied by Duncan Flockhart 
I have found to be best. 

In human practice a morphia hypodermic injection is 
used before the anaesthetic. I have not found it lessen 
the state of excitement in either horses or cattle, it does 
do so, however, in the dog and cat. 

If it is decided to give an anaesthetic to an animal in 
the standing position it should be secured by a strong 
headstall, and a fairly long rope is attached to this and 
held by two or three assistants, the anaesthetic is placed 
in the muzzle and the animal is made to go round in a 
circle until he gradually goes down and is quiet I have 
never attempted to give an anaesthetic whilst in the 
standing position when the animal was.in a box or en¬ 
closed place. I always get the animal on soft grass. I 
am sure none of us will nnd putting our patients under 
an anaesthetic entails either much trouble or danger, and 
it is compensated for in the comfort and safety under 
which we operate, not forgetting the human siae of the 
question. 

Never be in too great a huinry to get your animal on its 
feet again. It is generally wise, however, to pack up the 
head and shoulder to throw it on its sternum as much as 
possible, to prevent lung congestion. Food should not 
be given for some few hours, I have seen two bad eases 
of choking resulting from tne animal being allowed to 
eat when it had first got on its feet. 

Local Anaesthesia. 

In local anaesthesia the region of operation alone is 
rendered insensible to pain. 

The usual drbgs used for this are cocaine, novococaine, 
and stovaine; adrenalin may be added as this controls 
bleeding from the capillaries and small vessels. 

Cocaine is, however, the most useful local anaesthetic 
in from 2 to lO p.c. solutions. Remember cocaine solu¬ 
tions lose their anaesthetic properties if they become 
acid; the solution can always be again neutralised, how¬ 
ever. 

Five gras, of cocaine has in the hands of some surgeon 
produced very toxic effects when given hypodermically 
to the horse. 

Local anaesthesia is particularly useful in neurecto¬ 
mies, for the removal of cysts and small growths, in re¬ 
moval of the eye, etc. ? but for the removed of the eye the 
solution should be injected inte the anterior chamber or 
into the eye substance, otherwise the results will not be 
uccesrfuL 
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It has been advised to be injected in the substance of 
the testicle for its painless removal. Docking also ac¬ 
cording to the terms of the Veterinary Anaesthetic Bill 
be facilitated by its use. 

One can get very satisfactory local anaesthesia by in¬ 
jecting a weak sterilised solution of salt { injected until 
artificial cedema is produced. It wants injecting under 
great pressure—there is little or no bleeding in this 
method and no toxic effects afterwards. 

In cases of difficult shoeing a state of partial anaes¬ 
thesia can be secured by injecting 2 drms. of a 10 p.c. 
solution of chloral into the jugular, the solution of course 
is made with sterilised O.H. 2 care must be taken not to 
allow air to get into the vein and the trochar must be 
thoroughly sterile. The animal may tremble more or 
less violently after the injection, but it passes off in a 
short time. Its drawback is that phlebitis may super¬ 
vene. 

In dogs never try to give chloroform by the nostril 
alone, it excites vagus ; and always give very slowly. A 
grn. morphia to moderate sized dogs helps. Cat very 
susceptible to anaesthetics. I always use ether although 
I believe most operators give A.C.E. mixture. 

Spinal anesthesia is performed by passing a trochar 
andcanula through the lumbro sacral space, escape of 
Bpinal fluid through the canula indicates that the neural 
canal has been pierced. The parts must be thoroughly 
disinfected before passing the trochar and canula. One 
drm. of 5 p.c. solution is generally sufficient. This 
method is good in hind neurectomies—it may also be of 
use in ovariotomy. This method is also used in cattle. 
I have never tried it, however. 

Mr. Duckworth asked in regard to injection in the 
tail whether hypodermic syringe was thought of. He 
thought it wouia be better to get a needle like that used 
in dental work, as it had to penetrate only just under the 
skin. 

Capt. Rawlins advised that as a good idea. 

Mr. Marrison reported on about half a dozen dockings 
he had done during the past {month, and said be had 
used a needle about U inches long, and had found not 
the slightest difficulty m driving the needle home 
in an oblique direction. He gave one injection on either 
side, and tne animals had not felt the tail come off in 
any case. All were going on well, and in one trouble¬ 
some case he found that tne twitch was the cause of the 
bother, and when that was taken off the animal stood 
quite still. 

Capt. Rawlinson answering Mr. DeVille said physic 
was not necessary but wise before using anesthetic. 

Mr. DeViLLE said if there was any cruelty in docking 
it was in using the iron, and he objected to its use except 
in cases of young animals whose tails were too tender to 
be tied with a broad tape and pad. 

Mr. Marrison said if the iron was used at the right 
heat not much pain would be caused by searing. 

Mr. Levie thought the chloroforming of a thorough¬ 
bred colt would necessitate a large field Deing used, and 
said hypodermic work was going to be an acrobatic per¬ 
formance attended with the greatest risk. With regard 
to the use of chloroform he asked whether it would not 
be a good thing to allow one or two inhalations of oxy¬ 
gen men the animal was half over. 

Capt. Rawlins said he had not yet administered 
chloroform to a young colt standing. He had only given 
it to working animals, and they aid not want a lot of 
room if two or three men held on to a long head rope 
and another kept the animal walking round. He had 
had experience with hundreds and he would not work 
inside. The giving of oxygen, except in cases of collapse 
would do harm, as they got a return to the excitement 
period. 


Answering Mr. King he said cocaine needed preserva¬ 
tives in keeping, and in using local anesthetic for castrat¬ 
ing he used a twitch. 

Mr. Marrison said in docking it was only necessary 
to use a finely pointed iron. He strongly objected to the 
nse of tape to stop hemorrhage. Injection into the test¬ 
icle for castration was successful if the injection was 
deep enough, but he did not like the after effects. There 
was too much swelling and stiffness, and the amount of 
after attention was more trouble than the operation. 

Capt. Rawlins said some men had peculiar methods 
and nad good results, while others with the same 
methods lost all they touched. Morphia was quite good 
for dogs without giving any volatile anaesthetic. 

On the motion of the President, seconded by Mr. 
McIntyre, Capt. Rawlins was accorded a hearty vote of 
thanks. 

In a short discussion on Mr. Levie’s paper at the 
previous meeting on milk, the lecturer said ne advocated 
the use of samples of strippings and not mixed milk for 
the discovery of tubercle bacilli, and instanced two 
samples which gave different results from the same 
udder. As one who bad done a good deal of that work 
and preferred to hide his light under a bushel, he would 
say that in the first place he did not trouble finding 
whether tubercle bacilli were there or not, but with the 
low power microscope he looked to see if there were 
present the cells which were to be found in every case 
of tuberculous milk. If those cells were not present 
the chances of finding bacilli were practically nil, but if 
they were present the method to adopt was to get the 
high power and find the point where there were the 
greatest number of cells. Examination must then be 
very minute, and half-a-dozen slides at least must be 
used. As a member of the health committee of the town 
he was concerned about what the law did not deal with. 
He was not concerned with whether milk contained 3*5 
or 1*5 parts of fat, but he was concerned with the pre¬ 
sence in milk of something abnormal. It was appalling 
that milk was allowed to be sold to the public in such 
dirty, filthy condition. He suggested that a resolution 
should be sent to the Council ofthe R.C.V.S., the Board 
of Agriculture and the Health Authorities of the various 
councils urging that at an early date the Milk and Dairy 
Act be brought into force. 

Mr. DeViLLE asked if that was the right body to bring 
the matter forward or whether the public would not 
think they wanted to insist on inspections and had no 
further interest. 

Mr. Levie said their members knew the conditions 
under which milk was produced, and they should bring 
the importance of the matter to the notice of the general 
public. From five to ten per cent of all dairy cows in 
Great Britain to-day in milk had diseased udders from 
one cause or another (he did not refer only to tubercu¬ 
losis) and five per cent, of those were actually milked, 
and the milk was mixed with that of healthy cows. It 
was a crying disgrace. 

General agreement was expressed with Mr. Levie’s re¬ 
marks about udders, but it was felt that that was not the 
proper body to carry the matter forward and no action 
was taken. 

The Secretary was instructed to write to Capt New¬ 
ton expressing tne sympathy of members with hun in his 
serious illness, and (sending a wish for his speedy re¬ 
covery. 

F. T. Prince, Hon, Sec. 


Rider. — To Anna, wife of James Roland Rider, 
M.R.G.V.S., a daughter, on 1st May, at 110 Union Grove, 
Aberdeen. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS TO K.C.V.S. R.C.V.S. WAR MEMORIAL. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1920. 

Bell, J., Capt. T R.A.V.C. 1918-19-20 £3 3 0 


Broadhurst, O. S., Stevenage 1 1 0 

Burrell, H., Croydon 110 

Catmull, E. J., London, S.W. 2 110 

Cbown, H., Capt. r.a.v.c., 1919-20 2 2 0 

Down. R. W., Capt. r.a.v.c. 1919-20 2 2 0 

Evans, W. G., Rayleigh 110 

Hughes, J., Welshpool 110 

Hurley, T..T., CarricK-on-Suir, 1919-20 2 2 0 

Siddall E. L., New Zealand 110 

Taylor, W. A., Manchester 1 1 0 


Previously acknowledged 74G 7 11 
£763 3 11 

May 6. - 


The Secretary begs to acknowledge the receipt of the 
following donations, or promises of donations :— 


R. W. Down 
P. T. Saunders 
W. Aug. Taylor 
E. Clive Webb 
A. J. Williams 
P. F. Woodland 


£5 0 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
5 0 0 
2 2 0 
3 3 0 


Previously reported 536 11 0 


£553 18 0 


OBITUARY. 

John Albert Taylor, Brick Street, Manchester. 

Graduated Lon : April, 1871. 
Died 19th April, 1920, aged 68. 
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Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, May 4, 1920 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
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Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland. (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, April 2G, 1920. 
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Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, May. 3.1920 
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VICTORIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FUND. 

A meeting of the Council of the Victoria Veterinary 
Benevolent Fund was held at 10 Red Lion Square, W.C., 
on Thursday, April 8th. 

Present:- Mr. S. H. Slocock, Major J. Abson, Mr. G. 
A. Banham, Maj.-Gen. L. J. Blenkinsop, Prof. J. F. Graig, 
Prof. S. H. Gaiger, Messrs. P. J. Howard, P. J. L. Kel- 
land, J. McI.McCall, J. W. Mclntoch, G. P. Male, W. J. 
Mulvey, S. H. Slocock, R. C. Trigger, J. Willett. 

The minutes of the previous meeting having been 
printed and circulated, were taken as read and confirmed. 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. H. J. 
Dawes, F. L. Gooch, J. Ewing Johnston, T. M’Guinness, 
W. Jackson Young, Prof. G. H. Wooldridge. 

Correspondence. A letter was received from Mr. E. 
Alfred West, enclosing a cheque for fourteen guineas, 
being a donation at the rate of two guineas per week from 
the Bolton Cinama which has now re-opened on Sundays. 

Letters were received from the Secretaries of the 
North Midland Veterinary Association and the South 
Eastern Veterinary Association enclosing the required 
subscription of two guineas, and nominating Members to 
serve on the Council:- North Midland V.A., J. Abson ; 
South Eastern V.A., Mr. J.JB. Buxton. It was resolved: 
That Messrs. J. Abson and J. B. Buxton be duly elected 
Members of the Council. 

Secretary’s Report. 

The following new Subscribers have been registered 
since the last Council Meeting. In accordance with 
Article 4, these gentlemen are now to be formally ad¬ 
mitted as Members. 


J. Allan 10 6 

E. J. Burndred 1 1 0 

J. R. Godbold 110 

W. Hamilton 1 1 0 

R. E. Lloyd 10 6 

C. Macpherson 10 6 

W. S. Petrie 10 G 

C. A. Powell 110 

J. P. Rice 10 G 

J. Sproell 10 G 

C. W. Townsend 10 6 

The following subscriptions have been received from 
Veterinary Societies :- 

North of England V.M.A. 2 2 0 

South Eastern V.S. 2 2 0 

Donations have been received during the quarter as 
follows :- 

Bolton8 Cinema, 7 weeks 14 14 0 

Mrs. Stuart 10 6 

G. A. Banham, Collecting Box 10 0 

T. S. Price do. 10 0 

J. & H. Sumner do. 11 8 

Southern Counties V.S. do. 10 6 

“The Gamblers Dole” 1 10 4 


As instructed, the sum of £200 Consols has been pur¬ 
chased, bringing the total holding in this stock to £4000. 

The Accounts have been audited and the financial 
statement'and balance sheet are included in the draft 
Annual Report submitted for approval. 

It was resolved That the gentlemen named as new 
subscribers be formally admitted as members of the 
Fund. 

That the Common Seal be attached to the necessay 
documents for the purchase of £200 consols. 

The audited statement of accounts for the year was 
submitted and approved and ordered to be entered in the 
annual report. 


The Secretary submitted a draft of the annual report, 
and it was resolved That the report be approved and 
that the Secretary be authorised to obtain 750 copies. 

CA8B8. 

No. 5. A report was received from Mr. W. Smart on 
this case, and it was resolved That the grant be in¬ 
creased to £l per week. 

No. 12. This case was again carefully considered to¬ 
other with information obtained from local correspon- 

ents—It was resolved That the previous decision of the 
Council be adhered to. 

No. 22. The President reported that the Executive 
Committee had made an interim grant of an ad¬ 
ditional 10/- per week in this case, owing to the illness of 
the recipient—It was resolved That the action of the 
Executive be approved and that the additional grant be 
continued for the present. 

No. 47. M.R.C.V.S. A report was received from the 
member having charge of this case to the effect that an 
increase in the grant could be well utilised, and it was 
resolved—That the grant in this case be increased to 15/- 
per week and that the member be thanked for the care 
and trouble he has taken. 

No. 54. Widow, aged 69, crippled. No income. This 
application was considered, and it was resolved—That a 
grant of £l per week be made for the present until thp 
applicant is entitled to the old age pension. 

Professional Classes War Relief Council. The Presi¬ 
dent submitted a report of a conference of a professional 
institution and Benevolent Fund held on February 18th 
for the purpose of considering the formation of a perma¬ 
nent central organisation. After due consideration it 
was resolved—That no action be taken for the pre¬ 
sent. 


INDIAN ARMY VETERINARY PAY. 

The following scale of grade pay for officers in the 
Army Veterinary Service in India will take effect from 
July 1,1919:— 


Lieutenant Rs. per mensem 550 

Captain, on promotion 650 

Captain, after two years 1 service as such 700 

Major, on promotion 950 

Major, after five years' as such 1 050 

Lieutenant-Colonel i’onn 

Colonel 


Staff pay is admissible in addition of the above rates. 
Army of Occupation bonus is not admissible, but in cases 
where the old rates with the bonus are more favourable 
they may be retained until the general abolition of the 
bonus or until promotion. Children’s allowance, when 
admissible under Indian regulations, may be drawn with 
the new rates of pay up to December 31, 1919. These 
rates of pay will not carry exchange compensation allow¬ 
ance. They are provisional and will be subject to revision 
when permanent rates of pay are fixed for other militarv 
services m India.— The Times. 

o i ° creafiea which have been made will assist officers. 
R.A.V.C. serving in India, but owing to the greatly in¬ 
creased cost of living in that country, the new rates mav 
not be considered to be liberal. It is understood that 
Uiey have been based on the pay granted to the Medical 
{services, and it will be seen that they are practically the 
same, but in the higher ranks of Lieut-Colonel and 
Colonel the Veterinary Service is left behind. 

It must be remembered that the pay of the Medical 
Services is greatly augmented by allowances in the 
nature of Charge pay, Staff pay etc., and that these are 
far larger, and far more generally drawn in the Medical 
Service, consequently in the comparison of pay and emo- 
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laments between the Royal Army Veterinary Corps and 
the Medical Service, the former, except in the very junior 
ranks, will be found to be but poorly recompensed, es¬ 
pecially when the rate of promotion in the Medical Ser¬ 
vice is considered against that in the RoyaljArmy.Veteri¬ 
nary Corps. 

It will be seen also that they closely resemble the rates 
of pay of the combatant branches, though here also, in 
making any comparison it must be noted that the aver¬ 
age age of officers entering a combatant branch is about 
four years younger than that of officers joining the Royal 
Army Veterinary Corps. 

If thiB difference of age is taken into account'the rates 
of pay are less favourable to the Royal Army Veterinary 
Corps, for the period Jof service towards promotion in the 
Indian Army is about 8 or 9 years for Captain and 15 
years for a Major • the latter being the same in the 
Royal Array Veterinary Corps. Thus the average age 
on promotion to Captain in the Indian Army is about 
28 years and Major 34 years. In the Royal Army Vet¬ 
erinary Corps it is 28 and 38 years for these two ranks 
respectively. 

The old rates of pay of the Royal Army Veterinary 
Corps serving in India compared with those now granted 
to tne Combatant branches and R.A.M.C. and.the Indian 
Medical Service are shown in the following table. 


R.A.V.C. 

I.M.S. 

Combatants. 

Former New 

and 

New Rates. 

Rates. Rates. 

R.A.M.C. British 

Indian 

Rs. per mensem. 

New Rates. Service. Army. 

2nd Lieut. 



425 

425 

Lieut. 48o 

550 

550 

475 

475 

Capt. 570 

650 

C50 

750 

700 

After 2 yrs. 

700 

700, after 5 years’ 





total service. 



„ 5 yrs. 650 


750, after 7 years* 





total service 



„ 9 yrs. 



750 

750 



850, after 10 yrs. 





total service. 



Major 750 

950 

950 

950 

900 

After 5 yrs. 800 

1050 

1050, after3 years’ 

1050 

950 



service. 



Lt.-Ool. 1120 

1300 

1350 

1250 

1150 



1500, after 3 years’ 



Col. 1220 

1450 





The present value of the Rupee iB 2/3, it has been higher 
lately, but Government has announced its intention ol 
fixing it at 2/-. The figures given as Rs. per mensem 
have only to be divided by 10 to bring them to £ sterling. 


NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

North Midland Division. 


The seventh annual meeting was held at the Grand 
Hotel, Sheffield, on March 2nd. Present: Mr. R. Hud¬ 
son, President, in the chair, Major J. Abeon, d.s.o., 
Messrs. T. Bowettj W. Collinson, T. C. Fletcher, J. A. 
Hodgman, S. H. Nixon, M. Robinson. S. E. Sampson, 
H. Tnompson, H. L. Torrance, J. H. Yates and the Hon. 
Secretary. Mr. J. M. Arm field was also present as a 
visitor. 

Mr. Collinson, past President, opened the meeting 
and thanked all for their support during his year ol 
office, and hoped Mr. Hudson would have a successful 
year in the presidential year. 


Mr. Hudson then took the chair and thanked the 
members for his election. The minutes of the last 
meeting were read by the Hon. Secretary and were 
adopted. 

The minutes of the Council meeting held on the 20th 
February were also read and approved. Arising out of 
the latter, Mr. Fletcher proposed that two guineas be 
given as an annual subscription to the Victoria Veteri¬ 
nary Benevolent Fund, ana Msj. Abson was appointed 
to represent the Association on the Council of that 
body. 

The Hon. Sec. also read the minutes of a meeting of 
the Insurance Sub-Committee held on January 20th. 
He gave figures showing the insurance business done by 
four members of the Sub-Committee. Three of the 
members showed a gain on three years business of a 
total of £538, whilst one member’s figures showed a loss 
on the three years of £80, thus leaving a total net profit 
for three years of £453 or equal to £151 per annum. 
The only member showing a loss was one that had had 
four deaths of working horses amongst the animals in¬ 
sured through his agency. Leaving working town horses 
out of the insurance scheme, the Sub-Committee consi¬ 
dered that the insurance of mares and foals, and animals 
for castration and operation risks was a paying concern, 
but doubted whether it was sufficiently profitable to 
warrant the members of the Association starting a new 
business with its attendant expenses of office accomoda¬ 
tion. clerical, legal and other costs. 

Tne Hon. Treasurer submitted his Balance Sheet 
for 1919, which showed that on the year’s working the 
balance in the bank had been increased from £37 10. to 
£40 16s. The accounts having been duly audited were 
passed, and cheques ordered to be drawn for some 
accounts unpaid. Mr. Thompson mentioned that the 
subscriptions received included one guinea as a donation 
to the Association by Mr. Armfield. 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 
Mr. R. Hudson, f.r.c.v.8., Retford. 

Gentlemen,—I have not accepted the presidency of our 
Society without some doubts as to my ability to carry out 
the work it imposes on me, for being new to the position, 
and following such good men, one naturally feels scared 
at the blunder incomptence may give rise to. However, 
trusting to the kindness you have always shown me, I 
hope with your assistance to carry through to the end of 
my term of office, and that the Society may carry on and 
show itself as progressive as it has done in the past. 

The work of the veterinary profession since its origin, 
has been of great service to the community in overcom¬ 
ing the numerous contagious diseases and saving it from 
loss in the course of general practice: and whilst animal 
contagion exists in countries round us and animals exist 
here to be treated there will always be work for us to do. 
It may be that certain work will become less or change 
with changing conditions, and may need altered Veteri¬ 
nary Surgeons and ways of working. 

Years ago it was common practice for son to follow 
father in the profession, but the coming of motor traction 
has frightened many, and caused them to send their sons 
into other walks of life. Whether that fear is justified 
or not it is difficult to say, but when we consider the 
great demand there is and will be in the future for in¬ 
creased production of the various necessaries of life, I 
for one Bee little to fear. 

Although, at the present time a cloud hangs over 
Agriculture, with which the future of the veterinary pro¬ 
fession is closely bound, I am inclined to think that 
agriculturists in this country will be forced to enter upon 
a system of increased production: they will have to 
enter upon a system of intensive cultivation and along 
with it will go the veterinary profession for good or ill. 
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An increase of people on the land will mean an increase 
of animals, so the change will probably be for the good. 

At the present time there appears to be a scarcity of 
Veterinary Surgeons, and an increase in the number of 
quacks, some of whom are running cars and doing good 
business. I do not think the R.C. V.S. can look upon its 
work against them with credit; but if we look well into 
the matter I think we may excuse them, for they have 
little means of putting them down. The best remedies 
are to produce Veterinary Surgeons who can beat them 
at their work, and to stop the production of them. This 
the R.C.V.S. has not always done. In many cases such 
men have served some years under a good practitioner 
and are often well up in practical work. 

It is well known that a client judges a Veterinary Sur¬ 
geon by his failures and a quack by his cures, so that it 
behoves us to see that the young graduate is well-trained 
in the handling of stock and. the various operations on 
farm animals. 

Perhaps the greatest quack producer is the Veterinary 
Surgeon who employs unqualified assistants, for sooner 
or later they quarrel, and the assistant departs to set up 
on his own account. In time perhaps the ll.C.V.S. will 
stop this—probably the greatest source of production. 

The future will see an increase of measures dealing 
with Public Health which will provide extra work for 
members of the veterinary profession, and the tendency 
is to make the appointments 1 whole-time ’ ones. It is 
the proper thing to do while a town can afford it, but 
many towns cannot afford a whole-time M.O.H. so that 
I am sure they will not provide a Veterinary Officer. 

Someday we are to have a bill through Parliament to 
enable us to put our College on a sound footing, and may 
it be soon. Few of us care to think that our parent 
is in such sore straits and would be sorry for it to lose 
its independence by being absorbed by some Government 
education department. 

In almost every kind of work, we see to-day societies 
beiog formed for the safeguarding of interests of their 
individual members, and it is surprising what good re¬ 
sults have accrued to them in many instances, but apart 
from monetary considerations, we must not forget that 
such societies as ours were originated for the propaga¬ 
tion of knowledge. All the same, I would not put aside 
the consideration of questions dealing with our welfare, 
but urge the importance of all members joining some 
society so that there may be more solidity among us. 
Whatever we meet for, there is bound to.be some question 
discussed which may help us either materially or men¬ 
tally.* Our meetings have been a source of pleasure and 
benefit to me, and I am sure they are to all who attend. 
Though fairly well attended, more members might make 
a push to come, for Sheffield is a good centre. 

I see some societies are making an effort to amalga¬ 
mate their meetings, though retaining their individuality, 
and I think the idea is a good one where larger matters 
are at issue, though it may be better to support well our 
National Society and, after consideration, to pass busi¬ 
ness on to it. 

I have sometimes thought that societies might ad¬ 
vance our knowledge bv some scheme by which its 
various members might be called upon to try new drugs, 
new methods of treatment, new instruments etc., ana 
report results at meetings. It would create fresh in¬ 
terest and perhaps pull some of us out of the ( stick in the 
mud* condition into which we lapse after a few years in 
practice. I do not see why we should always be looking 
to some College or ‘big gun’ to help us on our way. We 
often have good opportunities for initiation and experi¬ 
ment, and in the future I hope to see this society turn out 
some original work. 

(To be .concluded.) 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Kxtraeti from London Oautte 

Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

War Office, Whitehall, April 27. 

Lt.-Col. T* W. Rudd, c.b.e., relinquishes the actg. rank 
of Col. on ceasing to hold the appt. of D.D.VJS. (March 
13). 

The follg. temp. Capts. relinquish their commna. on com¬ 
pletion of service F. Chambers, O.B.S., f.r.c.y. 8., 
(June 30,1919) and is granted rank of Maj. And re¬ 
tain rank of Capt.W. Anderson, M.c. (March 4); J. 
E. Bennett (March 18) ; J. Bradley (Nov. 6, 1919); 
H. Cooper (Feb. 26); A. F. Dykes (March 15); T. 
Gordon, m.c. (March 1) ; J. Jaques (March 12, 1919); 
S. C. McKee (March 8) ; T. W. McMahon, m.c. (March 
8); B. S. Parkin (March 9); J. D. Scott (Feb. 26); J. 
Simpson (Feb. 25); H. F. Vulliamy (March 14); P. 
W. Walker (March 12). 

The follg. relinquish actg. rank of Maj. on ceasing to hold 
appt. of D.A.D.V.S.Capt. H. E. A. L. Irwin (Dec. 
2,1919); Temp. Capt. J. H. Taylor m.c, f.r.c.v.s. 
Feb. 27). 

April 28. 

Capt. R. W. Mellard, d.s.o., relinquishes the actg. rank 
of Maj. (March 17). 

Temp. Capt. H. Brinsmead relinquishes his commn. on 
account of ill-health (April 29), and retains the rank of 
Capt 

To be Capts. (April 29)From temp. Capts.—W. M. 
Rouse, G. F. Watkins, J. Leigh, from Capt., Spec. Res. 
From temp. Capts.—T. F. Arnold, A. H. Morris, J. 
Judge, A. J. Kelly. 

April 30. 

Maj. A. G. Todd, C.B.E., d.s.o., relinquishes the temp, 
rank of Col. on ceasing to hold the appt of D.D.V.S. 
(Nov. 15 1919). 

The follg. Majs. relinquish the actg. rank of Lt-Col. on 
ceasing to hold the appt. of A.D.V.S.:—J. Nicholas, 
o.b.e. (Sept 15,1919) ; Bt Lt-Col. E. P. Argyle, d.s.o. 
(Nov. 15,1919). 

May 3. 

Temp. Capt. H. E. White more relinquishes bis commn. 
on completion of service (March 29), and retains rank 
of Capt 

Special Reserve of Officers. 

April 27. 

The follg. Capts. resign their commns.R. F. Stirling, 
f.r.c.v. 8. (April 28), and is granted the rank of Maj.: 
M. G. O’Connell (April 1), and retains the rank of 
Capt 

May 4. 

Capt. D. C. Greene relinquishes his commn. (April 1), 
and retains rank of Capt 

Annual Dinner. 

Royal Army Veterinary Corps 
Preliminary Notice. 

The Annual Dinner will be held at the Savoy Hotel, 
on Friday the 18th June, 1920, at 8 p.m. All who have 
held commissions in the R.A.V.C. are eligible to attend. 
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Register, 1920. 

The Register for 1920 now published can be ob¬ 
tained at the office of the College, price 5/- including 
postage. It contains the Acts, Charters, Bye-laws, 
etc., also the Counties lists and appendices. Among 
the latter the Animals Anaesthetics Act, 1919 is 
given in extenso. 

The total number of members on the Register is 
3341, a reduction of 18 on the Register for 1919. 
The obituary list contains 78 names; this is just 
about the average in past years, rather under than 
over—last year it was 67 ; in 1918 it was 108. The 
number of members admitted is 66; last year it was 
44. 

The names of 24 members are advertised on page 
314 as having omitted to send the Registrar notice 
of change of address. These members run the risk 
of having their names removed under the operation 
of sub section 5 (4) of the V.S. Act. It should not 
be forgotten that the entry in the Annual Register 
is the legal evidence of the members qualification. 


“Instruments and Appliances.” 

In our issue of April 17th there appears an ad¬ 
vertisement by the Medical Stores Section of the 
Disposal Board to serving officers of the R.A.V.C. 
and those demobilised. There is no prospect of any 
lowering of market prices for instruments and ap¬ 
pliances ; and to members who have use for those 
offered, the reduction on 1917 prices of 10% on un¬ 
used, and 33}% on used articles makes this a favour¬ 
able opportunity for acquisition. The offer remains 
open to July 31st. Applications to officer in charge 
A.V. Stores, Woolwich. 


Meat Inspection. 

At the annual meeting of the National Federation 
of Meat Traders, held last month at Bradford, on 
the question of Licensing and Registration the 
President read a series of recommendations to the 
Ministry of Health, framed by a special sub-com¬ 
mittee, which inoluded the following provisions :— 

Registering of wholesale and retail premises. 

Licensing of wholesale and retail traders and impor¬ 
ters. 

No slaughtering to be allowed except on registered or 
licensed premises. 

Only veterinary surgeons, having passed the meat in¬ 
spector’s examination, shall be qualified as meat in¬ 
spectors. 

The Veterinary Colleges to be requested to afford facili¬ 
ties for training. 

Uniformity of inspection and seizures. 


ESCAPE OF THE INGESTA. 

The interesting case recorded by Mr. Brown, In- 
vergordon, still shows that “ wonders will not 
cease ” ; and it recalls to memory a case which hap¬ 
pened with me while in practice at Falkirk, years 
ago. 

The subject wak a two-year old Haokney Filly 
suffering from strangles. Suppuration had occurred 
and had burst or been lanced m two or three places 
in the submaxilla region, but one morning I found 
a huge swelling bulging out in the parotid area. 
Examination gave me the impression of a large col¬ 
lection of pus; yet since the previous visit it had 
hardly time to so form. However, on lancing, out 
came not pus but oatmeal gruel, on which it was 
being fed. I at once concluded that the aesophagus 
bad ruptured, hence the escape and collection of the 
gruel. Weil, what was to be done ? I pronounoed 
it hopeless, and said “ Johnny get your gun.” Still, 
to satisfy all, I oast the filly and laid bare the parts, 
exposing the gullet with the view of joining up if 
possible; but its walls where ruptured were in 
shreds and so attenuated that to attempt repair was 
hopeless. I could only order it to be destroyed. 

A. W. Lawson, m.r.c.v.s. 

Dunning. 


DROPSY OF UTERUS-COW. 

By Arthur New, m.r.c.v.s., Ashton-under-Lyne* 

On April 27th last I received the following notice 
by telephone : Will you please come to Robin Wood 
Farm, Gamesley, Glossop. as early as possible, as 
they have a cow badly “risen on”—this being a 
common term in this district for a case of acute 
tympany. 

I found the case to be a heifer heavily in oalf 
showing the following symptoms:—Distended on 
both sides of the body like a drum, very hard to the 
touch, an anxious expression of the countenance 
with a painful sigh, and a depression around the 
eyes as if she had been ill for some time. The 
owner said she had been hearty until that morning, 
and he had not noticed any extraordinary swelling 
until a short time before he sent for me. 

I saw that if the animal was to be saved immedi¬ 
ate relief was necessary, and I tapped her over the 
region of the rumen with a oircular trocar and oanu- 
la (cattle size). Instead of getting what I expected— 
an instant expulsion of gas, upon the withdrawal of 
the trocar I got no result, and after several insertions 
of the trocar to remove, as I thought, ingesta from 
blocking up the tube, I removed the circular trooar 
and substituted an oval one. As I withdrew the 
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trocar there followed a stream of clear dropsical 
fluid, without smell or colouring matter, and as 1 
held the shield of the canula for more than half an 
hour the flow was continuous, and 1 should estimate 
that at least two bucketfuls of fluid escaped, and the 
dimensions of the cow appeared to be reduced to a 
large extent. When the flow fell to a slight stream 
I left the canula in situ , and gave the cow a stimu¬ 
lant. I told the owner that I had never had such a 
case before, and would call in the morning, as I was 
not oertain whether I had tapped a dropsical cavity, 
or whether the uterus had been displaced and I had 
tapped that. 

Upon visit next morning the beast had been dead 
a few hours and I made arrangements for a P.M. 
Upon opening the abdomen the uterus was enor¬ 
mously enlarged and filled the greater part of the 
abdominal cavity and when opened several buckets 
of clear fluid escaped. There was a very large calf 
present. The uterus and contents had forced the 
rumen up to the face of the diaphragm and well under 
the ribs, there was very little food in it. There was 
a great quantity of dropsical fluid in the abdominal 
cavity, whether from the puncture I had made I am 
unable to say. In my opinion the animal died from 
asphyxia from the pressure of the accumulated 
fluids in the uterus and abdomen. 1 am confident 
that the cow had not been eating and doing well for 
some time, and that the swelling, if she had been ex- 
amihed by an expert would have been noticeable 
several weeks before. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Infectious Abortion in Pigs. 

Oppermann described an outbreak of this affection 
in the Deutsche Tierarztliche Wochenschrift for 
1919. In one piggery observed by him in 1915, 
18 abortions were encountered among 28 sows. This 
occurred between the second and third months of 
pregnancy. The foetuses were developed normally; 
their skins were covered by a greasy yellowish grey 
involuorum, and the cavities were filled with a yel¬ 
lowish sero-fibrinous liquid. The mucous mem¬ 
brane of the stomach and small intestines, covered 
with fibrinous masses, was sprinkled with punctiform 
or streaky reddenings. Microscopically, numerous 
diplo-streptococci were encountered in the blood of 
the foetuses. 

The general condition of the sows was unsatis¬ 
factory ; and one had to be slaughtered. Post mor¬ 
tem, this animal showed ulcerations of the retro 
pharyngeal glands, and yellow fibrinous masses in 
the lung. Microscopically, diplo-streptococci and 
pyogenic bacilli were found. All the other organs, 
including the intestines, were normal. 

Enquiry showed that the oases of abortion had 
commenced after acquisition of Borne sows which 
were apparently unthrifty. Although, owing to 
lack of experimental animals, experimental trans¬ 
mission could not be attempted, Oppermann believes 
that the abortions had been caused by diplo-strep- 
tocoooi, brought to the premises by the sows last 


acquired. Ten pregnant sows still remained upon 
the place. These were treated with anti-streptococcic 
serum ; and, in addition, the premises were carefully 
disinfected. After this, no more cases of abortion 
occurred .—(La Clinica Veterinaria ), 


A Prescription against Swine Fever. 

American breeders have for many years, used a 
mixture called “Tonic Compound* against swine 
fever with some success. Dorset gives the formula 
for this preparation in Farmer's Bulletin 834. 
It is a mixtute of one part of vegetable carbon, one 
of sulphur, two of sodium chloride, two of sodium 
bi carbonate, two of sodium hyposulphite, one of 
sodium sulphate, and one of antimony sulphate. 
A good tablespoon of this mixture is given mixed 
with food. 


Epizootic Abortion of Mares. 

DassonviTle and Riviere some time since published 
a memoir upon this subject, summarising the work 
of previous investigators, and adding their own in¬ 
dependent observations and experiments. When 
Bang discovered the agent of epizootic abortion in 
cows, it was at first thought that the disease in 
mares was attributable to the same microbe. Num¬ 
erous workers, however, have since vainly sought 
for Bang’s bacillus in mares which had aborted, and 
in their products. No microbe has been constantly 
found, either in the affected mares or in the pro¬ 
ducts of their abortions. Dassonville and Riviere 
have demonstrated the duality of the agent of epi¬ 
zootic abortion in the cow and mare, and have found 
the special bacillus of the mare in the following cir¬ 
cumstances. 

In 1907, epizootic abortion prevailed severely in 
one of the finest studs in the neighbourhood of Paris. 
Twenty thoroughbred mares in it aborted; and, 
later, 15 foals were affected at the moment of birth 
with grave articular lesions. Eight of these foals 
died. The authors assisted at and participated in 
the post-mortem examination of the last foal, which 
presented an open suppurating arthritis of the stifle. 
In the inguinal and lumbar glands, the liver, the 
spleen, the pericardial liquid, and the blood, they 
found a very pure bacillus which they were able to 
isolate and study. 

The next year, in the course of an epizootic of 
abortion in a stud in Normandy, they found the 
same special bacillus in the foetal envelopes, the 
blood, and all the tissues of three aborted foals, and 
were able to study the microbe in the most favour¬ 
able conditions from the time of abortion. They 
were thus able to demonstrate the connection which 
unites arthritis of foals born in places ravaged by 
abortion with the abortion itself. 

Experimentally, the authors succeeded in provok¬ 
ing abortion in pregnant rabbits, guinea-pigs, and 
mice, whenever they injected them either intra- 
peritoneally or intra-venously with filtrates of the 
cultures of the bacillus they isolated. Moreover, 
they succeeded in chemically withdrawing from 
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these filtrates, bases which were soluble in alcohol 
and wbioh possessed manifest abortive functions. 

From these results it may be concluded that the 
bacillus in question is the agent, or one of the 
agents, of epizootic abortion in mares. To be com¬ 
plete, the demonstration requires the experimental 
production of the disease in the mare herself.— 
(Journal de Med. Vet. et de Zootechnie ). 

W.R.C. 


ROYAL COLLEGE 
OF VETERINARY SURGEONS, 


Fellowship Examination, 8th May, 1920. 

Five candidates entered for this examination, and the 
following were successful :- 

Pathology and Bacteriology. 

R. Simpson. Thesis : A note on the Bacteriology of 
Milk as applied to Milk Hygiene. 
L. P. Pugh. Thesis : Bovine Sterility. 

Examiners : J. T. Edwards, W. G. Wragg. 

Medicine. 

W. H. Priston. Thesis: Glanders. 

T. le Q. Blampied. Thesis : Osteoporosis of the Horse. 
Examiners : J. Malcolm, H. J. Dawes. 

W. J. Mulvey, Chairman. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow* 
ing subscriptions for 1920. 

Beal, W. P. B., Ashanti, W. Africa £1 1 0 
Edwards, J. A., Ambleside 110 

Glaister, R. W., Millom 110 

MacDonald, J. F., London, E. 110 

McDougall,W.A.,Lt-Col.,D.s.o.,R.A.v.c.l 1 0 
Rowe, J., London, N.W. 110 

Tait, J. W., Boroughbridge, Yorks. 110 
Previously acknowledged 763 3 11 


May /• '*. 


£770 10 11 


R.C.V.S. WAR MEMORIAL. 


The Secretary begs to acknowledge the receipt of the 
following donations, or promises of donations 


J. J. Burchnall 
Col. W. A. McDougall 
H. A. MacCormack 
Col. J. J. B. Tapley 

Previously reported 


2 2 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
3 3 0 
553 18 0 


£561 5 0 


THE VETERINARY ASSOCIATION OF 
NEW SOUTH WALES. 

The Annual Meeting was held at 56 Bridge St., Sydney, 
March 1st., the President Mr. S. T. D. Symons, m.r.c.v.s., 
occupied the chair. This was the first annual meeting 
held since 1914, and a heavy and important business 
paper was submitted for the consideration of members— 
The financial statement of the Treasurer covered the 
whole period since the outbreak of war, and showed that 


the finances were in a satisfactory condition, the heavies, 
expenditure during that period having consisted of dona¬ 
tions to various Comfort Funds and Relief Funds. 

In reviewing the events of the past year the President 
found much on which to congratulate members, but 
against that had to acknowledge one great set-back in 
the failure of the efforts made to ensure the passages of 
the Veterinary Surgeons Bill. The lack of such legisla¬ 
tion in N.S.W. is made more glaringly obvious when it 
is considered that Tasmania, the smallest of the Austra¬ 
lian States, has now a Veterinary Surgeons Act on the 
Statute Book, this making the third Australian State to 
pass similar legislation, it is hoped that the premier 
state of the Commonwealth will not much longer lag be¬ 
hind its younger sisters in this matter, and renewed ef¬ 
forts will be made by the Veterinary Association to bring 
about the change. 

Two appointments had been made during the year 
which should bring credit to the profession, namely the 
appointment of Mr. C. J. Sanderson, m.r.c.v.s., as Chair¬ 
man of the Tick Control Board, and of Mr. J. McEachran, 
m.r.c.v.s., as Veterinary Adviser to Meggitts Ltd., the 
well known manufacturers of cattle foods. 

In the appointment of a Veterinarian to control Tick 
Eradication in the field, this State is tardily following 
the good example of America and South Africa. The 
appointment of Veterinarians as Manager of the Govern¬ 
ment Stud Farm and as Veterinary Adviser to the 
Irrigation Commissioners would shortly be announced, 
whilst further employment was offering under the Meat 
Industry Board. 

On the completion ot the President’s address, Professor 

by the President at alf'timesTo advance the interests of 
the profession, and emphasized the fairness and demo¬ 
cratic nature of the proposed Veterinary Surgeons Bill. 

The election of officers for the year 1920 resulted as 
follows 

President. Mr. S. T. D. Symons, M.B.c.v.3.. Chief In¬ 
spector of Stock. 

Vice-President. Professor J. D. Stewart, b.v.sc., 
m.uc.v.s. 

II 011. Bee. X* Hon. Treas. Mr. M. Henry, B.v.sc., 
m.r.c.v.s. 

Assisi. Hon. Sec. Mr. G. K. Thorpe, v.s. 

Council. Dr. S. Dodd, d.v.sc., m.r.c.v.8., Mr. R, A. 
Patten, b.v.sc., Mr. J. Lawson, b.v.sc. 

The meeting then formed itself into an ordinary meet¬ 
ing, and after minutes and correspondence had been read 
the question of the formation of free clinics by the 
S.P.C.A., came up for discussion. It was decided that 
the S.P.C.A. be informed, in reply to letters received 
from the Society, that the members of the Association 
were in full sympathy with the aims of the Society, and 
wished to co-operate with the Society, but in order to go 
fully into certain proposals it was suggested that a con¬ 
ference between representatives of the two bodies be held. 
Mr. Symons, Prof. Stewart, and Col. Gribben were ap¬ 
pointed to represent the Association. 

A committee consisting of Messrs. Thrope, Patten, 
Matson and Henry was then appointed to carry out the 
necessary work in connection with the proposed history 
of the Veterinary services with the A.I.F. Owing to 
lack of time the remainder of the business was postponed 
until the April meeting. 

56 Bridge Street. Max Henry, Hon. Sec. 


An Appreciation. 

A fine tribute to the services which have been rendered 
to the stockowners of the State by the Government 
Veterinary Lecturer (Mr. F. E. Place) appears in the 
latest report of the Director of Agriculture (Professor 
Perkins) to the Minister for the department. In Novem* 
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ber, 1918, while returning from a country engagement 
Mr. Place was thrown from a vehicle, with very serious 
consequences to himself. Although, unfortunately, he 
has not yet been able to resume country work, he has 
continued to advise farmers by correspondence, and to 
impart the usual course of instruction at Roseworthy 
Agricultural College. “At this stage,” says Professor 
Perkins. “I feel it incumbent upon me to place on official 
record tne eminent services which Mr. Place has render¬ 
ed. Mr. Place joined the Stock and Brands Department 
in September, 1910, and was transferred to the Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture in September, 1912, as veterinary 
lecturer, in which position he has continued ever since. 
Mr. Place has proved himself an indefatigable worker. 
His sound ana varied knowledge and his great common- 
sense have earned for him the respect, and his unfailing 
good humour and kindliness the affection of all those 
with whom he has been brought in contact. It may be 
stated, without invidiousness, that there is no officer who 
is more popular from one end of the State to the other 
than Mr. Place, and nobody has done more to earn this 
popular esteem by assiduous attention to duty and un¬ 
failing courtesy. It is very much to be hoped that he 
will recover sufficiently to resume some of the duties 
which appeared so congenial to him.”— The Register , 
Adelaide. February 5th. 


ANIMAL ASTHMAS. 

An * occasional lecture’ was delivered before the 
Royal Society of Medicine on March 15th, by Dr. John 
Freeman, on the subject of the relationship between hay 
and other pollen fevers, animal asthmas, food idiosyn¬ 
crasies, ana bronchial and spasmodic asthmas. Dr. Free¬ 
man had grouped these apparently dissimilar affections 
under the name of “ toxic ldiopathies,” and the purpose 
of his lecture was to justify the grouping and the name. 

Dr. Freeman said that about 60 per cent, of his horse 
asthma patients were also subject to hay fever, though 
others were quite insensitive to pollen. The parallel 
between the two conditions was noteworthy. Horse 
dandruff, when applied to the skin or, in weak solution, 
to the eve, produced reactions exactly like those obtained 
with pollen. The serum, flesh, urine, and dung of the 
horse alike seemed capable of producing the reaction. 
Other members of the equine family were responsible 
for similar effects. He had succeeded in producing on 
the skin of one subject reactions not only to the curry- 
combings of the horse, but also to those of the zebra, the 
onega, and the kiang ; in the case of the donkey the re¬ 
action was much smaller, possibly because this animal 
was further removed than the others, zoologically, from 
the horse. In animal asthmas, therefore, it was not only 
asthma which resulted from contact witn the emanations 
of the animal, but every part of the body was sensitive. 
Other animals, not of the horse family, were also re¬ 
sponsible for asthmas. A well known court official told 
him that he was subject to cat asthma, and on one occa¬ 
sion, in the royal presence, on a cat entering the room, 
he was seized with such an uncontrollable asthma that 
he had to bolt from the apartment without any oppor¬ 
tunity of explanation or apology. Certain people were 
susceptible to goats, sheep, dogs, cattle, rabbits, guinea- 
pigs, and mice. He linked up these animal asthmas with 
the pollen cases, first on the ground that they were both 
selective, also tnat they both had much the some symp¬ 
tom complex, and yet again, that they were both heredi¬ 
tary. Hay fever ran in families to an extraordinary de 
(rree, and this led him on to discover that the asthmas 
aid also. On coming across cases of bronchial or spas¬ 
modic asthma he found that very frequently in the same 
family there were hay fever or animal asthma subjects, 
so that these conditions also were connected up, by the 


family link at any rate. He also found, on getting the 
causal organism of the bronchitis which accompanied a 
case of bronchial asthma, making a solution, and getting 
out the endo-toxins, that it was possible to produce on 
the eye or the skin a reaction entirely comparable to the 
reaction in the pollen fevers or horse asthmas. The only 
difference was that in the case of bronchial asthma there 
was a longish period of delay before the reaction ap 
peared. The reaction after the pollen appeared perhaps 
in a few minutes ; that of the endo-toxins took some 
hours to develop.— Jlrit : Med : Jrrd : March 20. 


NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

North Midland Division. 

(Concluded fromp. 582). 

Since our last meeting Parliament has passed an Act 
making it compulsory to use a general or local anaesthetic 
when performing certain operations. It is an amateur 
Act, protecting amateurs, a disgrace to its promoters and 
an inBult to us. I cannot help feelings of regret that 
such an Act should have been deemed necessary, for it 
makes out that members of our profession have been 
guilty of gross cruelty in the past, I do know, that 
the tendency of the modern Veterinary Surgeon has been 
to carry out his operations as painlessly, expeditiously 
and safely as possible- 

The operations specified are divided into two groups 
to be carried out under a general and local anaesthetic. 
A copy of the Act is before you. The classification is 
not a very satisfactory one, and can only be described as 
amateurish. Take, for instance, operations in the fourth 
schedule and compare them with those in the first. 
Neurectomy, enucleation of the eye-ball, and point firing 
are to me the very essence of pain production, and per¬ 
haps the least under control by any local amesthetic: 
whereas the incision in poll evil quittor—except radical 
operations—and fistula of the withers are much more 
easily controlled and made painless by a local anaesthe¬ 
tic. To define every operation just as ‘ operation’ for 
so and so is very indefinite and perhaps it was intended 
that the meaning should imply a radical operation. For 
instance, ‘Operation for Quittor’ other than radical 
operations, or removal of the cartilage, in which the pain 
could easily be overcome by a local amesthetic. With the 
exception of docking, clipping ears, small operations for 

?uittor and poll evil, point and line firing over small areas, 
should like to think that every Veterinary Surgeon 
gave a general anaesthetic. 

As a user of many different anaesthetics I have come 
to the conclusion that only two need concern us—chloro 
form and cocaine. What bothers us most is the admini¬ 
stration, for if you consider the difference in size between 
the muzzle of a Thorough-bred and that of a heavy 
Shire you will see that some difficulty presents in fitting 
a muzzle to both and to the various intermediate sizes, 
and we get either too much air or too little, with attend¬ 
ing uncertainties. 

With a local anaesthetic, the sight of the needle is 
sufficient to upset some animals, and penetration of their 
skin an impossibility. In other cases, where hard con¬ 
nective tissue is present, the injection diffuses badly and 
its action in reducing pain is limited. 

A real good muzzle, adaptable or in various sizes, to 
carry out operations standing, would be a great help in 
many operations. 

All good operators hate to inflict pain j operations 
painlessly performed are always more satisfactory to 
clients and all concerned, and the men who perform them 
will be sought after. 
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Gentlemen, in conclusion I thank you for the patient 
hearing you have given to my address, which w now 
open for discussion. 

The members adjourned for dinner and on resuming 
afterwards:— 

Mr. Collinson thanked the President for his address. 
Regarding the Animals Anaesthetics Bill, he thought 
that as animals increased in numbers and value veteri¬ 
nary surgeons would be more often required to give anaes¬ 
thetics. He agreed with the President in thinking that 
the Bill need not have been forced upon veterinary sur¬ 
geons, as they desired in all cases to relieve the pain of 
the patients, but now that the Act was in force he hoped 
all would do their best to carry it out. He confirmed 
the want of an expanding muzzle, or as an alternative a 
series. His trouble, working by himself was to get an 
assistant to give the anaesthetic. He would like to know 
from the President whether for long operations, chloro¬ 
form or cannabis indica would be best. Castration ex¬ 
cept in dogs and cats was left out of the Act, a distinct 
advantage to the unqualified men. He found local anaes¬ 
thesia (cocaine) sufficient for line firing. 

Mr. Fletcher said the members were indebted to Mr. 
Hudson for his address. He agreed that more could be 
done with the Association in regard to cases—whether 
successes or failures, the use of new drugs, operations, 
etc. In the latter he could not hope to compete against 
the President, he would however, like to have the oppor¬ 
tunity of being present when interesting and complicated 
operations were being performed in the City, and trusted 
that steps would be taken to bring such to the notice of 
the members generally, so that they could be present if 
they desired. The operation and the line of treatment 
could then be discussed by the members, and he sincerely 
trusted that further opportunities would be given. Re¬ 
garding the Anaesthetics Act, he thought the operation 
of poll-evil did not require a general anesthetic, generally 
that operation was simple. He also saw trouble in con¬ 
nection with the extraction of molar teeth. He would 
not agree with the President, that a general anaesthetic 
was required for line and point firing. He was not 
strongly in favour even of a local anesthetic. Often the 
giving of an anaesthetic gave as much pain as the opera¬ 
tion. He thought a local anesthetic was not required 
even for docking or trephining. Veterinary surgeons 
could not oppose the Act, or they would be thought in¬ 
human and cruel: still, he thought that more law should 
be given to veterinary surgeons to choose whether a 
general or local anaesthesic was required. 

Mr. Sampson thanked the President for his address 
and for a copy of the Act. He emphasised the value of 
operations and demonstrations, and thought that this 
Association had done as much as any. He trusted that 
someday a Central hospital would be founded for major 
operations. He also thought that the Anaesthetics Act 
was badly drawn up, and covered too many minor oper¬ 
ations. He would be pleased if the President would give 
an idea as to local anaesthesia for docking, and wondered 
whether a local anaesthetic would be given in cases of 
docking by stallion leaders and other quacks. 

Several members wanted to know the quantity of 
prussic acid to be administered as an antidote for chloro¬ 
form collapse. 

Mr. Bowett enquired if two oz. of chloral hydrate 
given orally in cold water was sufficient for minor oper¬ 
ations, and what quantity of cocaine would be required 
for firing. 

Mr. Collinson statated that he injected four grains 
on each side of the leg and used a fine needle for blood 
horses, he also dressed the place where he was going to 
insert the needle with 10% carbolic acid to act as a local 
anaesthetic and prevent pain in piercing the skin. The 
President also agreed that carbolic acid 10% or stronger 
is a good local anaesthetic for dressing the edges of 


woundta before suturing. Cocaine often produced hyper¬ 
sensitiveness, and he preferred adrenalin to cocaine, out 
it often caused considerable swelling. Some operators 
used ure-quinine for the purpose of local anaesthesia. 

The Hon. Sec. called attention to article 3, section 1, 
as to general and local anaesthetics, and stated that it 
appeared advisable to ask the Board to make an Order, 
declaring what substances respectively, should be used as 
general and local anaesthetics. 

Mr. Fletcher also remarked that section 2 of article 
3 apparently gave power to operators and Associations 
to make representations to the Ministry before any such 
Order would become operative. 

The President replying to the discussion remarked 
that a new muzzle of standardised sizes is urgently re¬ 
quired. Cox's pattern was the best one he had used. 
Cannabis indica in some operations had been of great 
benefit, its strong point being that its administration did 
not require an assistant, but its action is variable and it 
is not to be relied upon for a standard strength. It was 
successful in some cases and a failure in others. Can¬ 
nabis indica followed by chloroform decreases the quan¬ 
tity of chloroform required. The animal remains quiet 
in many cases for a long time after the operation is com¬ 
plete. In rig operations this is an advantage, but not in 
others. Small operations, such as for poll evil, can be 
done equally well with cocaine. General anaesthesia for 
the extraction of molar teeth is an advantage in M 
cases, in others such as broken teeth or decayed teeth it 
is not needed. For large areas of line firing a general 
anaesthetic is best. Local anaesthesia for smaller opera¬ 
tions is sufficient. He nearly always employed local 
anaesthesia for docking, 2 c.c. of 5% or 7A% solution of 
cocaine. He thought that a 10% solution - would be bet¬ 
ter, and especially when applied to the wound before 
searing. He inserted the needle at the point of incision 
below the string, pushing thejneedle upwards, two inser¬ 
tions and without withdrawing the needle in three direc¬ 
tions with each insertion. He need hardly point out 
that only a small dose is required in docking and poll 
evil. The hype dermic needle should be bright and sharp, 
and sufficient anaesthesia is generally present to allow the 
operation to take place in three minutes or so after the 
injection. Diffusion of the anaesthetic is increased by 
moving the tail about. He always applied a twitch be¬ 
fore injecting the anaesthetic. He found general anaes¬ 
thesia better than local for trephining. Both skin and 
periosteum were very sensitive and consequently a 
general anaesthetic is best. For castration a good local 
anaesthetic it sufficient, and all pain is apparently done 
away with. It can be done with a horse cast just as well 
as standing. Two c.c. of a 5% solution for each testicle 
fora yearling up to 5 c.c. for a large horse. There should 
be no delay after injection, or absorption takes place. 
Two oz. of chloral given orally for line firing is not much 
good. Chloral in ball if chewed by the animal makes a 
bad mouth. One oz. in 5 oz. of water injected intra¬ 
venously brings on partial anaesthesia quickly. Carbolic 
acid is known as a local anaesthetic and is useful, as some 
horses are fearful of the needle. He did not think a 
10% solution of carbolic acid rubbed into the skin would 
be much good, as it was not strong enough. 

Mr. Sampson read particulars of a letter from Mr. 
Lindsay of Dumfries, stating that in his hands the in¬ 
jection for thoroughpin as practised by Mr. Collinson 
had been very successful, and particularly in well bred 
stallions. He was pleased to be present at the July 
meeting where he saw the operation demonstrated, and 
was thankful to the Association for the opportunity af¬ 
forded him. 

A vote of thanks to the President for his presidential 
address terminated the meeting. 

J. S. Lloy d, Hon. Seo 
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Berks and Oxon Chamber of Agriculture and 
the Amendment Bill. 

At a meeting of the Berks and Oxon Chamber of 
Agriculture held on Saturday. Mr. J. Lousley (pre¬ 
sident) in the chair, a resolution was passed unanimously 
that the heartiest congratulations of the Chamber be 
conveyed to Sir Anker Simmons on the honour recently 
conferred upon him ; also an expression of sympathy in 
his illness. 

Veterinary Surgeons and Agriculture. 

The Chairman in introducing the principal subject 
for discussion—the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act Amend¬ 
ment Bill—said that the Bill had aroused a good deal 
of feeling, but that, he thought, was due to a misunder¬ 
standing of its provisions. The Bill, be gathered, did not 
aim at preventing anybody from employing a person who 
was not a qualified veterinary surgeon, its object being 
to ensure that no veterinary surgeon should be registered 
unless be was duly qualified. The veterinary surgeons 
were trying to improve their profession by encouraging 
the registration of properly qualified practitioners, and 
they hoped to achieve their object by means of this Bill. 

Mr. G. P. Male, in opening the discussion, said that 
he ought, he supposed, to be more or less biassed in 
favour of the Bill. He was, however, an agriculturist 
before he was a veterinary surgeon, and he would be the 
last one to advocate any proposal that would be against 
the interests of agriculture. A great deal had been read 
into the Bill which was never intended, and as a mem¬ 
ber of the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons he could assure the Chamber that from the 
first to last there had never been any intention to take 
away the livelihood of the unprofessional man. It was, 
in fact, a purely domestic Bill, to enable the College to 
charge their own members a guinea per annum, and thus 
provide the means of carrying on their educational work, 
and of doing other things which they were required to do 
by their Charters and the Act of 188 J. They had to pro¬ 
tect the public against the unqualified man, to keep their 
own house in order, and to ensure a high standard of 
professional conduct amongst their members ; and to do 
that they needed money. That was the whole object of 
the Bill. In practically every other country in the world 
the profession received a State grant towards the cost of 
education of students, but in England veterinary surgeons 
were not so happily placed, ana they had to depend en¬ 
tirely on their own efforts to secure the necessary funds. 
They had been trying to get this Bill through the House 
of Commons since 1911, but so far they had not suc¬ 
ceeded, although it was to an extent satisfactory to know 
that 1100 members out of a total of 3300 were now 
voluntarily paying the guinea per annum. The Bill was 
approved by the Privy Council, and the Departmental 
Committee of Inquiry into the Public Veterinary Ser¬ 
vices, whilst many leading agriculturists were also in 
favour of it. The objection to the measure came princi¬ 
pally from people who seemed to think that they could 
get into the veterinary profession by a back door, but 
there is no back door. There was nothing in the Bill 
to which any farmer or agriculturist could object, and he 
hoped the Chamber would pass a resolution to the effect 
that, having carefully considered the measure, they saw 
no objection, from an agricultural point of view, to its 
becoming law. Farmers never had better friends than 
the members of the veterinary profession, and they 
looked to the farmers to support them in their efforts to 
raise the status of their calling. If the farmer would 
help them in their educational campaign and their en¬ 
deavour to provide greater facilities for research work 
they would be rendering a service to the profession, and 
a still greater service to themselves. 

Mr. H. R. Breton said he heartily approved of what 
Mr. Male had said, but he wished to suggest that the 


resolution to be submitted should not be a negative one, 
but should definitely state that the Chamber regarded 
the Bill as conceived in the best interests of agriculture. 
It was perfectly obvious that any measure designed to 
raise the standard of scientific attainment of the practi¬ 
tioner was in the interests of the public in general, and 
of the farmer in particular ; and it was equally obvious 
that as the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons were 
seeking to effect this at their own expense, the measure 
which they were anxious to become law was a most 
estimable one. Opposition to the Bill was inconceivable, 
and he hoped the Chamber would approve of it. 

Mr. Farrant said his view of the Bill had consider¬ 
ably altered by Mr. Male’s explanation, and he was pre¬ 
pared heartily to support the measure. 

Mr. Cumber observed that, he failed to see why an 
Act of Parliament should be necessary in order to enable 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons to collect a 
guinea from each cf its members. He thought it could 
be collected in a more economical way. He should not 
like to say he was in favour of a Bill a copy of which he 
had not seen. 

Mr. Male : Would you like me to read the Bill 1 

Mr. Cumber : I think I should want to study it for 
at least six hours before I gave an opinion upon it. 

Mr. Beeton said he would be sorry to urge the Cham¬ 
ber to any rash action, but he would point out that if 
they hesitated to approve the principle or substance of 
a Bill without a six-tours’ study they would make but 
very little progress. The mere superficial examination 
of the Bill was enough to satisfy anyone that it was 
purely permissive. Anybody, be he registered, unregis¬ 
tered, or no practitioner at all, could do what he liked 
to his animals, but what the Royal College, as a scientific, 
teaching institution, asked was that only those veteri¬ 
nary surgeons who had taken the trouble to qualify in a 
proper manner should be registered as such. The public 
were at liberty to employ whom they pleased, but if they 
wanted to employ a registered practitioner they would 
know, if this Bill became law, exactly what was meant 
by the term “Registered practitioner.” What objection 
could there be to that ? 

He moved the following resolution : “That this Cham¬ 
ber, having considered the Bill, is of the opinion that its 
provisions are conceived in the interests of agriculture, 
and trusts that it may become law without delay.” 

Mr. Farbant seconded. The resolution was carried, 
and a vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. Male for his 
address.— Reading Mercury. May 1st. 


A VETERINARY PANEL-OBJECTIONS. 

To the Editor of The Veterinary Record . 

Dear Sir,—With reference to Major Faithfull’s letter 
published in The Veterinary Record dated 3rd April, 
1920, and written under the heading “A Veterinary 
Panel.” I beg to congratulate the author on the time 
devoted to this important question, but I am not con¬ 
vinced that his able suggestion entirely solves the prob¬ 
lem. 

A panel doctor, like a general practitioner, deals with 
curative medicine. The author of “A Veterinary Panel” 
suggests that the general practitioner should deal with 
preventive medicine in addition to curative medicine. 
To-day, everyone agrees that State Veterinary Hygiene 
is quite distinct from general practice, and as veterinary 
medicine has expanded so considerably during the last 
decade, that if we want to keep pace with our foreign 
colleagues and with medical science we must encourage 
members of our profession to specialise. 

I maintain that State Veterinary Hygiene is a special 
study, and if the profession and the State are to accrue 
satisfactory results, then the members concerned in this 






May 15, 1920 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


539 


work most be prepared to give their whole time, in other 
words we must establish a British Civil Veterinary De¬ 
partment with its members, State officials, and all work¬ 
ing under the policy advocated at its headquarters. 

I do not presume that the general practitioner is not 
capable of performing these duties and I am certain he 
would perform them in a most conscientious manner. 
At the same time asking the general practitioner to per¬ 
form a dual function, is to place him in a position any¬ 
thing but an enviable one. There must be times when 
his State duties would interfere with his practice and 
vice versa. In Italy the Ministry of Sanitation is divided 
into two sections, medical and veterinary; the head of 
each section being directly responsible to the State 
Minister. 

For administrative purposes the country is divided 
into provinces, each province having its administrative 
chief and executive staff, all under the administration of 
Rome. In each province there are central bacteriologi¬ 
cal laboratories. The veterinary administration is re¬ 
sponsible for the inspection of animals alive and dead. 

It is this State administration which we require in 
England, particularly when one realises the growing in¬ 
dustry in Breeding thoroughbred stock. The foreigner 
and Colonial are dependant on British produce to main¬ 
tain their stock. The more one travels abroad, particu¬ 
larly in semi tropical countries, the more one realises this 
fact. 

The Italian administration has one flaw in its policy 
which is apparent to all British veterinarians who have 
visited the country, and that is, there are no general 
practitioners. Curative treatment is carried out by the 
official. Its drawbacks are many, and I am certain that 
if we adopt the policy of calling upon the general prac¬ 
titioner to do State work in addition to his practice we 
Bhall be making a similar error. 

Times are advancing when State Veterinary Hygiene 
in all its details must be recognised, and [officials who 
take up appointments must be prepared to give their 
whole time m investigating and eradicating contagious 
diseases. If the veterinarian is handicapped with general 
ractice so that he is unable to devote his whole time, 
am convinced that the profession and the State will 
suffer.—Yours truly, 

H. S. Mosley. 

1 (The foregoing has been unavoidably held over). 


THE MID WEST AND SOUTH WALES 
VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 

Sir, May I crave the publicity of your valuable medium 
to remind those practitioners who have not yet joined 
the association, which was inaugurated in Bristol on the 
1st April of this year, that they may do so now, before 
the rules which have been drawn up for approval at the 
July meeting come into force, by sending in their names 
to the Hon. Sec., Mr. J. J. Aveston, Henrietta St., Bath. 

The association can only justify its existence to the 
full when every Veterinaiy Surgeon practising in the 
Counties of Gloucester, Wilts, Somerset, Hereford, Mon¬ 
mouth, Brecon, Carmarthen, Glamorgan, Pembroke have 
joined. There are over 160 Veterinary Surgeons resid¬ 
ing in those counties, and our efforts must not relax un¬ 
til we have obtained the full complement, with such a 
membership our association would indeed become a great 
power for good. It is our desire that the association 
shall be run on live wire lines throughout, and be ever 
and anon on the alert to improve the status of each 
member professionally, socially and financially. We 
want the association to become a great brotherhood in 
every sense of the word, to stimulate a closer comrade¬ 
ship, and to link up each member in a true bond of 
union. Each county shall have its full share of repre¬ 


sentation, and we propose among other things, in those 
cases where fees, public and private, are inadequate that 
direct pressure of the association shall be brought to 
bear to obtain re-adjustment. 

If members in each county will be good enough to send 
at their early convenience a detailed statement of fees 
obtained by them to the Hon. Sec., it would facilitate a 
correct ground work to go upon,and such information will 
be treated with absolute confidence—Yours faithfully, 

Friarn House, Bridgewater. W. M. Scott. 


OFFICERS PAY AND PENSION IN THE R.A.V.C. 

Sir,—In your issue of the 8th inst. the new rates of 
pay for officers of the R.A.V.C. serving in India are 
shown, and it is Btated that the rates of remuneration are 
about the same for the R.A.V.C., R.A.M.C. and the com¬ 
batant branches of the Army in India. 

That this is most un j ust to the first mentioned branches 
is obvious when one reflects that they have to study four 
and five years respectively at a veterinary or medical 
school, and spend about £1000 in doing so—not to men¬ 
tion the hard work incurred and the gallons of midnight 
oil burnt in the process. 

In the case of a combatant officer he has to acquire 
hardly as much education as is necessary to pass the pre¬ 
liminary examination for either the veterinary or medi¬ 
cal professions ; and after being trained at Sandhurst— 
mostly at the expense of the Government, he can com¬ 
mence his Army career between the ages of 18 and 20 ; 
so that by the time he has completed 20 years of service 
he is entitled to the same pension as the much older 
officers of the R.A.V.C. or the R.A.M.C. who have com¬ 
pleted the same length of service. 

I have mentioned the above general considerations to 
show why it is that the officers of the R.A.V.C. and 
R.A.M.C. are entitled to higher rates of pay and pension 
than any other branch of the Army, and thus claim is in¬ 
disputable. But how does the R.A.V.C. actually stand 
in the table that you publish 1 Worse than the combat¬ 
ant services, and mucn worse than the R.A.M.C. I 

Not only have the R.A.M.C. officers quicker promotion 
than the R.A.V.C. but their pay is greatly augmented 
by charge pay, staff pay, specialists pay, etc. And even 
this is not all, for, as shown in the table, the R.A.M.C. 
officers get increases of pay between the ranks of Captain 
and Major, depending on so'many years total service, and 
not after so many years service in the rank of Captain. 
This produces an incredible difference in the rank of 
Captain a Captain of the R.A.V.C. serving in India, 
who has 14 years total service is, according to the table 
you give, paid only Rupees 700 per month, which is the 
same as is paid to a Captain of the R.A.M.C. with no 
more than five years total servic !! 

Even the much younger combatant officer on promo¬ 
tion to Captain, after approximately eight years service, 
is paid Rupees 750 per month. 

At first sight the table seems to show that a Lt.-Col. 
R.A. V.C. is paid only Rs. 50 less than a Lt.-Col. R. A.M.C., 
but the former averages about 25 years service for his 
promotion, whereas the latter averages only 20 years, 
and in addition to this is paid Rs. 1500 per month after 
holding the rank of Lt.-Col. for three years. 

Truly, the star of the Army Veterinary Service has 
not been in the ascent since the termination of the war, 
for if in the matter of pay the service stands out badly 
in comparison with other branches, in the matter of pen¬ 
sions tne position is even worse. 

A combatant officer joining the Army at 18 years of 
age can now retire, on the same pension, at 38 years of 
age, as a R.A.V.C. officer who has completed 20 years of 
service, and has not had the misfortune to lose any 
time through having failed in a promotion examina¬ 
tion. 
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Briefly stated, the position of the R.A.V.C. officer with 
regard to pension is this : before the war a Major of the 
R.A.V.C. could retire with a total service of 20 years on 
a pension of £300 per annum. In view of the greatly in¬ 
creased cost of living , a Royal Proclamation was issued 
to bring in a revised scale of pensions, and, astounding 
as it may seem, this new scale is actually less for a 
Major retiring with a total service of 20 years, and he 
now receives only £285 per annum !!! 

Fifteen pounds a year less, yet the change was brought 
about in view of the increased cost of living ! 

Is this intentional, has an error occurred somewhere, 
or has someone been “bluffed” by an unusually capable 
Civil Servant in the Financial Department ?—Yours 
faithfully, 

M.R.C.V.S. 


OUR NUMERICAL REQUIREMENT. 

Sir,—In your account of the last Council meeting I 
observe that a special committee came to the conclusion 
that 608 students were required “ to restore the profes¬ 
sion to its pre-war basis.” 

I notice 'that the Ministry of Agriculture and War 
Office together require 19 men per annum, so that the 
remainder will have to be absorbed in ordinary practice. 

Is there any definite reason to believe that “ an efficient 
public health service ” that would employ 500 veterinary 
surgeons is likely to be established 1 I would not like to 
enter college on the chance of being one of the 500, but 
if so, will it not be the cause of less work for the private 
practitioner, meaning less private practitioners re¬ 
quired 1 

I only know my own county, but here the profession 
seems very much overcrowded. No one seems over¬ 
worked, and it seems more difficult to get work for men 
than men for work ; otherwise the members would not 
need to canvass like Scotch drapers, or carry on busi¬ 
nesses outside their profession to make a living. I be¬ 
lieve the members of Council, professors, men who attend 
society meetings—the assistant-keeping and more fortu¬ 
nate class, have quite a false view of the circumstances 
of the average veterinary surgeon. 

I think the general increase of prices is greatly dimi¬ 
nishing work. I find also that quack medicine vendors 
and travellers have increased, and there must be in other 
districts, as here, a few ex-farrier sergeants and members 
of the R.A.V.C. whose efforts reduce the veterinary sur¬ 
geon’s income— not to mention the increase in motor 
traction for luxury, commerce and agriculture. 

I think if full enquiry were made it would be found 
that a great many of the demobilised veterinary officers 
were not earning the income of a newly joined up police 
constable. I have read of good appointments to come, 
but although I have carefully watched the advertising 
columns of The Record for 30 years, I have seen hardly 
a score advertised, and those mostly meat inspectors for 
New Zealand. 

I feel sorry for the 008 students.—Yours, etc., 

“ Country.” 

Yorkshire, April 17th. 


Sir,—My letter on what I will now call Telo-Insemi- 
nation, has brought quite a shoal of letters and sugges¬ 
tions. 

May I through your columns thank my correspondents, 
and state that any suggestions found practical, will be 
credited to the right source. 

R. M. Malloch, m h.c .v.r. 
Glasgow V^ty. Coll., May 3rd. 


Presentations at Stafford. 

Agriculturists and owners of live stock, numbering 
over a hundred, assembled at a dinner at the Swan 
Hotel, Stafford, on Thursday evening April 22nd. under 
the presidency of Mr. Alderman T. Swift, held in honour 
of Capt. W. G. Thomson, r.a.v.c., m.r.c.v.s., Stafford, 
his sister, Miss M. J. Thomson, and Mr. J. G. Hoban, 

M.R.C.V.S. 

Following the loyal toast, the Chairman explained 
that they had assembled to perform a very pleasing duty. 
First, to welcome Capt. Thomson after nearly five years 
absence; secondly, to show honour and to mark their 
esteem by presenting tokens of their appreciation for the 
manner in which their interests had been attended to 
during that long absence. Capt. Thomson, he believed, 
was, previous to the outbreak of hostilities, a member of 
the Territorials, and on being called up was posted to 
the 2nd North Midland Brigade Royal Field Artillery. 
He served with that unit throughout the war. He was 
called up in August, 1914, and went to France early in 
1915. Previous to joining up Capt. Thomson arranged 
that his establishment should be kept open, and that 
the interests of his clients should not oe neglected. He 
(the Chairman) felt that it was superfluous for him to 
■•ay anything of Capt. Thomson in his profession, par¬ 
ticular^ in that company, as his sterling qualities were 
10 well known. He had had to deal with Capt. Thomson 
in various matters, and he had always found that every¬ 
thing he undertook was done openly and straightforward¬ 
ly. It was felt that they should show some appreciation, 
not only of his services to his country, but of the fact 
that their interests had been well looked after, and they 
asked his acceptance of a cheque value £100 and a piece 
>f silver suitably inscribed as a token of their feelings. 

In Miss Thomson they had a lady of very broad sym¬ 
pathies. Her genial disposition, and her readiness at all 
times to help, earned their admiration. Miss Thomson 
also did her bit during the war by interesting herself 
very largely in the Prisoners’ of War Fund, being Hon. 
Secretary trom the commencement of the fund in 1915 
to its close 1918, collecting funds and despatching com¬ 
forts. She also took a large interest in, and worked hard 
for, the Belgian Relief Fund. She was the first lady 
member elected by the Town Council on the War Pen¬ 
sions Committee. In asking her acceptance of the gold 
bracelet and watch, he felt that it was more than merited! 
and sincerely hoped that Miss Thomson might live long 
to wear the gift 

Mr. Hoban had been most assiduous in his duties, and 
a hard worker. All business entrusted to him had been 
carried through in a most skilfull and satisfactory man¬ 
ner. He came to Stafford as a stranger, but left them in 
friendship, and to show appreciation of what he had 
done for them they asked his acceptance of a case of in¬ 
struments which they sincerely trusted he might always 
find useful, and which would remind him of the time he 
spent among them. (Applause). 

Mr. J. C. Holme said he could endorse the remarks 
the Chairman had made. He spoke particularly on be¬ 
half of the agriculturists present, who represented about 
a million of money in stock. Owing to the sportsman¬ 
like way Mr. Thomson had of doing business tney found 
that the intention of making the presentation in a quiet 
way had to be changed. When people heard that the 
presentation was to take place, they willingly subscribed. 
He could not say much more about Miss Thomson than 
had been said by the Chairman. From the attention 
they had received, agriculturists had received many ad¬ 
vantages. 

Mr. Ivor James formally made the presentations. 

Mr. Thomson, who was received with applause, 
said They would believe him when he said how ex 
tremely proud and deeply grateful both his sister and 
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himself felt for those magnificent presents. The cheque 
would be very useful, ana the watch and the tray would 
always be a souvenir of the many friendships they had 
made since they came to Stafford. His sister had asked 
him to convey to them her most grateful thanks for the 
handsome watch. It would always be a pride to her to 
wear it. He had been eleven years in Stafford, and dur¬ 
ing that time he had been greatly indebted to Mr. Ryan 
and Mr. Hoban for the good work they did in connection 
with his practice. When he arrived in Stafford he was 
a perfect stranger, and it was pleasant to look back to 
all the kindness and courtesy he had received. He 
thanked the Chairman and the members of the commit¬ 
tee most heartily for the way they had conducted the 
presentation. They could understand his feelings better 
than he could express them, and all he could say was 
that he could not thank them enough for what they had 
done that evening. (Applause). 

Mr. Hoban also returned thanks, and said he came to 
Stafford on business terms, but was not long before he 
found that he had gained many friends, and that he was 
eveiywhere treated as a friend. It had been a pleasure 
to him to work among them. Everywhere he went he 
was received with kindness, they had brought their kind 
ness to a culmination that evening, and he could only 
say that he felt grateful.— The Staffordshire Chronicle. 


(( The Institute for Research in animal nutrition at 
Craibstone, Aberdeen, has just received a munificent do¬ 
nation of £10,000 from Mr. John Quiller Rowett, mer¬ 
chant in London and landed proprietor in Sussex. Mr. 
Rowett gave an anonymous subscription of £1000 for 
the same object only two months ago, his motive in both 
cases being his interest in the subject and his anticipa¬ 
tion of great results from scientific investigation of it. 
The whole scheme aims at an endowment of £50,000 of 
which Government will contribute one half. The £15000 
still necessary to enable the governors to present their 
claims to Government is well within the resources of the 
local and other agriculturists, who will be the first to 
benefit by the discoveries that may confidently be antici¬ 
pated.” 

THE ROYAL (DICK) VETERINARY COLLEGE 
WAR MEMORIAL. 

First Subscription List. 

The Secretary and Treasurer beg to acknowledge the 
receipt of the following donations and promises of 
donations:— 



£ 

8. 

d. 

Anonymous 

50 

0 

0 

Anonymous 

5 

5 

0 

Andrew, H. 

1 

1 

0 

Bradley, Dr. 0. Charnock 

10 

10 

0 

Baird, A. 

0 

2 

0 

Barling, F. B. 

2 

0 

0 

Beattie, J. 


10 

0 

Bristow, R. 


10 

0 

Bryce, Wm. 

5 

5 

0 

Buchan-Hepburn, Sir Arch. 

l 

1 

0 

Buchanan, J. M. 


5 

0 

Bannatyne T. 

1 

1 

0 

Carter, A. Whitelaw 

' 2 

2 

0 

Chiene, Prof. 

3 

3 

0 

Cameron, A. K. 

1 

1 

0 

Chesser, Lord Provost, 

2 

2 

0 

Cartwright, C. 

1 

1 

0 

Cattell, J. G. 

1 

1 

0 

Dryerre, Dr. H. 

5 

5 

0 

Dobie, H. 

1 

0 

0 

Dunlop. J. B. 

5 

0 

0 


Foreman, B. J. 

1 

0 

0 

Forsyth, C. J. 

4 

0 

0 

Furness, G. J. 

1 

0 

0 

Gibb, R. Shirra, 

1 

1 

0 

Gilchrist, T. R. 

1 

0 

0 

Gray, H. 

1 

1 

0 

Greig, Prof. J. Russell 

5 

5 

0 

Hankin, Major 

1 

0 

0 

Harle, G. A. M. 

1 

l 

0 

Harley, W. 


10 

0 

Hislop, Mrs. G. 

1 

0 

0 

Hogg, Major F. 

Jelbart, Lt-Col. 

1 

1 

0 

l 

1 

0 

Jelbart, G. H. 

1 

1 

0 

Kerr, A. B. 

1 

1 

0 

Lavery, J. D.- 

1 

2 

7 

Lawson, A. 

2 

2 

0 

Linton, Prof. R. G. 

5 

5 

0 

Little, R. Scott 

1 

1 

0 

Lothian, W. 

l 

0 

0 

Lyon, J. 

1 

1 

0 

McKenzie, A. 

1 

1 

0 

McGregor, J. G. 

1 

1 

0 

McIntosh, J. W. 

2 

2 

0 

McAUan, J. 


10 

0 

McCallum, A. J., J.P. 

0 

2 

0 

McCallum, Col. D. C. 

3 

3- 

0 

McKenna, Major 

1 

0 

0 

MacDougall, Dr. R. S. 

5 

5 

0 

Matheson, J. A. 

1 

0 

0 

Matheson, Prof. D. C. 

5 

5 

0 

Matson, Lt-Col. 

1 

0 

0 

Miller, Wm. C. 

2 

2 

0 

Mitchell, J. G. C. 


10 

0 

Mitchell, Prof. W. M. 

5 

5 

0 

Parr, G. 

2 

2 

0 

Peggie, W. W. 

1 

1 

0 

Pierce, B. D. 

1 

1 

0 

Petrie, W. 

1 

1 

0 

Phoraon, P. 

20 

0 

0 

Pottie, J. D. 

1 

1 

0 

Porteous, R. K. 


10 

6 

Powley, J. O. 

l 

0 

0 

Price, C. E. 

25 

0 

0 

Rankine, Prof. J„ K.C. 

15 

0 

0 

Saunders, Capt. P. S. 

1 

1 

0 

Scott Wm. 

5 

5 

0 

Sewell, C. 

I 

0 

0 

Skues F. M. 

1 

1 

0 

Taylor, C. 

1 

1 

0 

Taylor, J. 

1 

1 

0 

Tremlett J. D. 

1 

1 

0 

Thin, J. 

5 

0 

0 

Wishart, D. G. 

1 

1 

0 

Walker, W. 

1 

1 

0 

Wilson, T. 

1 

1 

0 

Weston, W. 

1 

1 

0 

Young, W. J. 

10 

0 

0 

“Students Landlady” 


10 

0 

“W.P.” 


10 

0 

“Stranger” 


2 

6 


£265 

18 

1 


Died on Service. 

Fitz Wygram.— On the 5th May, just before midnight, 
from blood-poisoning, at Queen Alexandra’s Military 
Hospital, Mulbank, Major Sir Frederick FitzWygram, 
Bart, m.c., of Leigh Park, Havant, only son of the late 
Gen. Sir Frederick FitzWygram, Bart, and of Lady 
FitzWygram. 
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Chloropicrin Gas as a Cure for 
Mange in Horses. 

Chloropicrin gas has been found to be quite as effective 
as sulphurous acid gas as a cure for mange in horses, and 
has the great advantage of acting much more rapidly. 
The animals are placed in a box, so constructed that the 
head remains outside. An adjustable collar round the 
neck is so fitted as to prevent the escape of gas from the 
box. The quantity of Chloropicrin used is 20 Gms. for 
every cubic metre, introduced into the chamber by means 
of a pulveriser spray syringe. Care must be taken that 
the spray is not played directly on the animals. The 
horses are left in the box for thirty minutes. The head 
of the animal, which has not been subjected to the 
vapour, is then rubbed with an ointment of chloropicrin 
2*5 in petroleum 100. Two such treatments in three 
weeks will cure most cases. A single treatment is a 
serviceable routine prophylactic to prevent the spread of 
mange among unaffected horses. This method does not 
interfere with the working of the animals.—G. Bertrand 
and Dassonville (L’Union Pharm ., 1919, 60, 299) —ex 
Pharmaceutical Journal. 


Visible Growth. 

Under the microscope some of the lower forms of life 
may seem almost to grow, the pullulation of yeast cells 
being a familiar example. It is, of course, only a question 
of magnification and accuracy of perception. Continu¬ 
ous growth is there, if we were only able to perceive it. 
To Sir Jagadis Bose we owe the demonstration of the 
growth in the higher forms of vegetable life within a 


period of minutes. His crescograph, brought to perfec¬ 
tion after years of painstaking study in the Research 
Institute which he founded at Calcutta, exaggerates the 
motion of the gtowing tip of the vegetable shoot a mil¬ 
lion times or more, rendering it plainly visible to a room¬ 
ful of ordinary people possessed of no special powers of 
observation. Obviously accidental movement, due to 
warmth or other physical factors, similarly exaggerated 
by enormous magnification, has to be reckoned with. 
But Sir J. C. Bose was able a few days ago to satisfy six 
London professors of exact sciences of the actuality of 
the growth by means of apparatus set up in the physio 
logical laboratory of University College, London. Each 
step in the process of growth became visible. The inven¬ 
tor has used his instrument himself to show the stimu¬ 
lating effect of sunshine and the depressing effect of 
ether on vegetable growth. Thus a physical reagent 
has been found for the presence of life in a body, and the 
vividness of that life under various experimental condi¬ 
tions can now be assessed in terms of linear measure¬ 
ment .^—The Lancet. 


The third sale under the auspices of the British 
Percheron Horse Society (Founded 1916) took place on 
Tuesday. About twenty lots were offered, and realised 
5120 guineas, the highest price being 550 guineas for a 
typical six-year-old mare. Thirty lots had been collected 
for this sale, but restrictions by the French Government 
permitted the export of ten mares only. The total sum 
realised for these was 3600 guineas. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Period. 

Rabies. 

Cases 

Anthrax 

Foot- 

and-Mouth 

Disease. 

Glanders, f 

Parasitic 

Mange. 

Sheep 

Soab. 

(b) 

Swine Fevor 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(•> 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(b) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

00 

2 

O 1 

II 

o< 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(«) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

( 6 ) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(<0 

Slaugh¬ 
tered. • 

Gt. rrItaYnT 

Week ended May 8 

t 1919 

Corresponding 1 1Qlft 

week in j }»}? 



10 

J 0 




r 

69 

101 

5 

49 

15 

12 

1 

4 

5 

9 

4 

5 

9 



1 

1 

83 

83 

50 

199 

162 

80 

2 

3 

4 

66 

47 

78 

28 

10 

43 

Total for 19 weeks, 1920 

/ 1919 

Corresponding 1 igig 

period in j igi7 

1 . 


186 

219 

42 

2432 

10 

17 

2255 

3909 

276 

844 

284 

79 

3 

| 

71 

120 

252 

96 

135 

287 

19 

1033 

6 

14 

11 

30 

38 

20 

2787 

2397 

1297 

5497 

4609 

2688 

211 

227 

358 

538 

419 

987 

192 

140 

420 


(a Confirmed, (b) Reported by Local Authorities. f Counties affected, animals attacked :— 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, May 11, 1920 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 


IRELAND. 

Week ended May. 8 

\ 1919 

Corresponding 1 ’** 

Weekin 1 ion ::: 

... 

... 

... 

... 



Outbreaks 

1 



... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

4 

1 

5 

4 

3 

4 

24 

Total for 19 weeks, 1920 

/ 1Q19 

Corresponding J , 0,3 

P«io<i in | ;;; 

1 

1 

... 

... 

1 


60 

143 

4 

IS 

1 

2 

1 

2 

... 

... 

1 

1 * 

| 

58 

61 

18 

144 

158 

?06 

16 

7 

117 

57 

27 

817 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, May. 10. 1920 
Not*. —The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection. 
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The R.C.V.S. War Memorial. 

The first subscription list of this Fund, published 
on March 13th, looked hopeful. Since then its 
progress, while not wholly unsatisfactory, has been 
distinctly slow. A few fresh names have appeared 
each week ; but neither in the number of subscribers 
nor in the amount subscribed is the Fund fulfilling 
its original promise. 

The first list contained 33 names and represented 
some £347. To-day, two months later, the total 
number of subscribers does not greatly exceed 100, 
and the total amount subscribed falls short of £600. 
Further, a great deal of such success as the Fund 
has attained is due to few good subscriptions and 
one or two munificent ones. One donation of £100, 
one of £50, one each of £20 and £15 respectively, 
and about a dozen of ten guineas or pounds, alto¬ 
gether make up more than half the present total. 
Subscribers of sums more in accordance with aver¬ 
age veterinary resources have been too few to make 
a good subscription. Practically this means that, so 
far, the rank and file of the profession are respond¬ 
ing slackly to the appeal. 

This should be altered. The Fund deserves sup¬ 
port from every member who can afford it, and from 
every Veterinary Society. The occasion is unique; 
it is desired to perpetuate many worthy names, 
some of them widely recognised as such by their 
contemporaries, and the opportunity of doing so is 
not likely to occur again. The exact manner of the 
Memorial—that is, the use to which the major part 
of the Fund will be applied—will in some measure 
remove what has always been a reproach to the pro¬ 
fession. Every profession claiming to possess special 
knowledge should have a permanent centre for the 
records of this knowledge, to which advanced 
students may refer. The fact that comparatively 
few men will ever make use of such centres lessens 
neither the value of the work of those few, nor the 
obligation upon the profession to provide facilities 
for it. We have consistently ignored that obligation; 
and the result is that, in this particular direction, we 
have nothing to show that can be called worthy of 
a profession. Compared with similar medical in¬ 
stitutions in this country, our library and museum 
are simply contemptible. We could choose no bet¬ 
ter metnod of honouring our dead than one cal¬ 
culated to remove an old discredit to our craft 
and to put something worthier of our modern pre¬ 
tensions in its place. The thing can be well done 
if a sufficient number of the rank and file follow the 
lead that a few have set. 


SUPPOSED EFFECTS OF 
MAG. SULPH. ON A DOG. 

Subject:- A Scotch Aberdeen Terrier, age about 

5 years. 

The owner was advised by his kennel man, a 
“doggy” man, to give his dog a dose of Epsom Salts 
to purify its blood, as it was suffering from an itchy 
condition of skin. Disease suspected eczema. 
Patient suffered periodically from “ Inter-digital 
cysts,” which caused it great pain, and considerable 
inconvenience at times when the attacks oocurred. 

Mag. Sulph. 5ii was administered in a wine-glass¬ 
ful of water. The dog struggled violently during 
administration and shortly afterwards breathed with 
difficulty, and made frequent attempts to vomit, also 
uttered piercing shrieks, as if in pain. 

When brought to my Infirmary it appeared in a 
semi-comatose condition, and completely paralysed. 
The hind limbs were devoid of sensation to pin 
pricks. There were fits of retching, acoompamed 
by piercing shrieks, and the abdominal muscles 
were firmly contracted, but no convulsions present. 

Diagnosis. Doubtful. Decided to wait and see. 
No Bronchitis or drenching pneumonia present as 
far as I could tell. 

Treatment. I gave inhalation of steam medicated 
with Terebene, etc., which gave marked relief. The 
dazed condition gradually passed away, and next 
morning the animal was able to walk, and gradually 
improved. To combat paralysis I had the dog held 
up regularly at intervals^ by the hind legs, as reoom- 
mended by Mr. G. Mayall, m.b.c.v.s., which proved 
efficacious, and the dog recovered ultimately. 

Remarks. The owner stated that ere giving the 
Mag. Sulph. the dog was quite well, bar being itchy 
in its skm. I have seen the harmful effects of 
Mag. Sulph. on cattle frequently in cases of milk 
fever, infection, etc., but never in the dog before. 
I wondered if the symptoms were due to the rapid 
absorption of Mag. Sulph. into the blood from the 
Trachea and Bronchi. I’ve always found Willows’ 

6 Co., Tablets of Mag. Suph. and Arsenic oheap and 
effectual in cases of eczema in dogs, and have ex¬ 
perienced no untoward results up-to-date. 

Folkestone, May 15. Henry B. Eve, m.b.c.v.s. 


Motor Vehicles—Registration. 

Sir E. Geddes, in a reply, said:—The question of the 
registration of motor vehicles is under consideration by 
the Departmental Committee on Taxation and Regula¬ 
tion of ltoad Vehicles, and I hope to be able to introduce 
a Bill amending existing legislation on the subject in 
due course. 
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ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Bovine Epizootic Contagious Keratitis, | 

D&ille describes this condition in the Revue Vet - 
drinaire of the present year. An ulcerous keratitis, 
of clearly epizootic character, exists in North 
Amerioa. Daille has seen many cases of it in cattle 
imported into France to districts devastated by the 
war. The disease is known by various names, such 
as epizootic keratitis, enzootic keratitis, epidemic 
keratitis, acute infectious keratitis, infectious catar¬ 
rhal conjunctivitis, contagious ophthalmitis, etc. It 
also exists in Europe—in Germany, Holland and 
Bussia, in France, m the Ardenne region, and in 
Italy, especially in Sicily. According to Mitter, it 
also exists in English India. 

The disease evolves as an acute conjunctivitis, 
with primary corneal localisation. In the typical 
form, keratitis developes from twenty-four to forty- 
eight hours after the symptoms of conjunctivitis. 
The cornea becomes opaque and lactescent, while 
there iB an intense congestion round the corneal 
border. At a later stage ulceration is established, 
and keratocele (hernia of Desoemet’s membrane 
through the ulcer) developes. Most frequently the 
affection is unilateral; and judging from the resis¬ 
tance of the animals to examination, it must be ac¬ 
companied by aoute pain. It lasts for some months, 
and almost always leaves a corneal blemish. At 
other times the disease is less severe, and complete 
evolution and cicatrisation take place in a couple of 
weeks. 

Various micro-organisms are credited with caus¬ 
ing the affection, viz., cocci, bacilli (the bacillus 
pyogenes of the ox, Poels), and the pneumo-bacillus 
of Fraenckel and the bacillus of Morax-Axenfeld, 
which cause conjunctivitis and keratitis in man. 

Infection occurs by immediate contact, and is 
afterwards propagated by co-habitation. The pos¬ 
sibility that flies may also bear a share in the diffu¬ 
sion of contagion cannot be exoluded. 

The disease is often serious, because it may lead 
to blindness, or at any rato to corneal blemishes. 
According to Beisohig, 80% of affected cattle are 
cured. Stephano and Daille give much more modest 
figures, their recoveries being from 4% to 10% 

As regards treatment, good results are obtained 
by washing with sodium borate or with oxycyanide 
of mercury. Better treatment is an alternation of 
methylene blue (1%) with cocainised astringent col- 
lyria. As regards prophylaxis, rigorous isolation of 
affeeted subjects and disinfection of premises are 
advised. As a means of protecting cattle whioh are 
healthy, a quarantine of from eight to fifteen days 
is recommended .—(La Clinica Veter inaria ). 

W.B.C. 

(An abstract of a note by an American author, 
upon the disease as seen in North America, will be 
found in the V.B. of January 3, 1920, page 304— 
Transl.) 


CHLOBOFORM ANESTHESIA IN THE HORSE.* 
Prof. E. Brayley Reynolds, m.r.c.v.s. 

The passing into law of the Animals (Anaesthetic) Bill 
has doubtless been responsible for the frequency with 
which Anaesthesia has been brought up as a subject for 
discussion at recent meetings of various Veterinary 
Medical Associations. The subject, however, is at the 
moment of such great importance that I make no apology 
for bringing it up for discussion at this Society. Un¬ 
fortunately the conditions at the Central Society are 
such that it is impossible to arrange for a practical 
demonstration beforehand. I purposely intend to limit 
my paper to chloroform amesthesia only, in the horse, for 
other methods of inducing anaesthesia and anaesthesia in 
other animals could not well be treated with justice with¬ 
in the limits of a single paper ; each in itself would sup¬ 
ply amply material for other discussions. I may further 
state in introducing my paper that the information con¬ 
tained in it has been obtained by a careful study of the 
recorded experiments and observations of physiologists 
working upon chloroform amesthesia, and from the 
writings of human amesthetists and of veterinary 
surgeons, and I have also endeavoured to incorporate 
my own clinical observations and experience. 

Before proceeding to treat of chloroform amesthesia in 
the horse it is very important to state a broad definition 
of what is really denoted by the term general amesthesia. 
Definitions of the term are somewhat hard to find, for 
it appears that conceptions differ as to the significance of 
the term. The American authority Gwatnwey, J. T. 
writes “The state induced by the administration of in¬ 
halation anaesthetics is designated by the usually accept¬ 
ed phraseology, general anaesthesia, anaesthesia, narcosis, 
all signifying unconsciousness with general loss of sen¬ 
sation, including, of course, loss of pain seme” 

“Analgesia, loss of sensibility to pain, is not to be con¬ 
founded with the above terms. The terms “light 
anaesthesia” and “heavy amesthesia” whose use has been 
challenged by some writers are not incorrect, if consider¬ 
ed to apply merely to degrees or stages of anesthesia.” 

Starling defines pain sense thus “It is the expression 
in consciousness of the reflexes of self preservation which 
can be evoked in the spinal animal by stimuli which are 
nocuous, i.e. calculated to do actual damage to the tissues 
of the body.” 

The late Sir Frederick Hewitt stated :- “The term 
general surgical anaesthesia is commonly applied to that 
state of profound insensibility which is brought about by 
the action of a general anaesthetic, and which is of such 
a character as to allow of the painless performance of 
any surgical operation.” 

I have said that it is important to obtain some notion 
as to what amesthesia, or surgical amesthesia, really 
means for it is upon this point, or as I might say upon 
the attainment of this desideratum, that the whole dis¬ 
cussion turns. From a perusal of the recent reports from 
the various veterinary societies I have been forced to 
the conclusion that veterinary surgeons in general have 
a somewhat erroneous conception as to the significance 
of the term. It seems to be the general belief that 
anaesthesia is a state that can be induced in the horse 
with little or no risk. This belief can only be attributed 
to the fact that many speakers have not been in the 
custom of placing their patients in a state anywhere ap¬ 
proaching complete anaesthesia The only speaker who 
seems to nave appreciated the subject with some degree 
of gravity is Colonel Brittlebank, who at a meeting of the 
Lancashire Division of the National Veterinary Medical 
Association stated : “There is no doubt that the question 

* Bead at the monthly meeting of theJOentral Veterinary 
Society, at Red Lion Square, London, W.C., on Thursday, 
May 6th. 
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of the administration of anaesthetics is a serious one, and 
probably more serious than the profession realises 
(Vet. Record. 1920, Jan. 31st, p.368). 

I do not wish to convey the impression that chloro- 
form anaesthesia in the horse is fraught with such drastic 
consequences that it cannot be undertaken with a very 
small amount of risk by any qualified veterinary surgeon 
who exercises due precautions. On the contrary, the 
horse is a good subject for.chloroforin anesthesia, I mean 
good as compared, say, with the human subject. One 
learns that owing to the risk attendant upon the admini¬ 
stration of chloroform in the human subject anesthetists 
are continually endeavouring to ascertain the action of 
new preparations and methods and channels of admini¬ 
stration eventually to obviate the untoward results that 
frequently follow upon the administration of chloroform 
in the usual manner—by inhalation. 

Among the points which tend to make the horse a good 
subject for general anesthesia (especially as compared 
with the human subject) are :— 

1. The absence of fear or premonition. 

2. The better condition of the animal usually operated 
upon. 

3. The comparative absence of certain diseases which 
are of not infrequent occurrence in the human subject, 
such as heart disease, hyperthyroidism. 

4. The operations for which anesthesia is usually in¬ 
duced in the horse are of by no means so severe or ex¬ 
hausting a nature as those very often resorted to in the 
human subject. It may be said that the great majority 
of what may be termed major operations in the horse are 
of very short duration, or at least they should only be in 
practised hands. In fact what Flagg, the American 
Anaesthetist, describes as incomplete anaesthesia, viz., 
the mere induction and not the maintenance of a state 
of anaesthesia is all that would be required for by far the 
greater number of operations in the horse. 

The first sub-heading may perhaps provoke some con¬ 
troversy. Some people may say that animals, and es-1 
pecially horses, do actually experience fear as evidenced 
by the high degree of uneasiness and excitement which 
some exhibit during the preliminary stage of chloroform 
anaesthesia. And, the sudden enforcement of methods 
of restraint and the impinging of a strange pungent 
vapour upon the mucous membrane of the nostrils in 
highly bred or so-called temperamental animals produce 
undoubtedly a degree of excitability and a certain anxious 
expression which would be difficult not to reconcile with 
the signs of fear in the human subject. But, on the 
other hand one cannot attribute to the horse such quali¬ 
ties as premonition or mental shock to anything like the 
intensity in the human subject. So-called surgical shock 
which not infrequently brings about fatalities in the 
human subject is of much smaller consequence in the 
horse, although I am decidedly of opinion that this 
condition is liable to occur in the horse when the oper¬ 
ation is prolonged and severe. 

Symptoms in the Induction of 
Chloroform Anaesthesia. 

The symptoms observed in this process are usually 
grouped in four stages for convenience of description, 
but the process is really continuous, and there is no well- 
marked boundary separating the various stages, 

The first stage is characterised by excitability and the 
exhibition of certain reflexes. The duration and intens¬ 
ity of the symptoms vary with the drug and the animal. 
With chloroform in the horse this stage is not a prolonged 
one. The excitement exhibited is regarded by some as 
evidence of stimulation, but as with alcohol, the appar¬ 
ently stimulatory effects are more probably the result of 
depression of the higher controlling centres than of true 
stimulation. In the horse the degree of excitement is 
increased by the enforced restraint, by the sudden in¬ 


halation of a strange vapour, and perhaps sometimes by 
the crude method of administration. And, as previously 
remarked, these influences may induce even a degree of 
fear. The reflexes referred to are the direct result of the 
irritant action of the vapour on the nasal mucous mem¬ 
brane. This irritant effect causes increased secretion 
from the mucous membrane of the respiratory tract, 
salivation—more marked in the dog and in man—and 
sometimes coughing. The rate of respiration is decreased, 
and breath-holding even may occur, and the heart beat 
is slowed. Later, as a result of the struggling accom- 
anying the excitement, the rate of respiration and of the 
eart is increased. 

The second , or narcotic stage , is characterised by loss 
of volitional control. Excitement and struggling are 
greater, and in the horse may be accompanied by neigh¬ 
ing. The eyes are wide open, and the eyeballs tend to 
rotate, usually in a horizontal plane. The pupils are 
widely dilated. Respiration is accelerated, but irregular 
owing to the struggling; the pulse is also accelerated. 
Urine, and more rarely, faeces, may be passed. This 
gradually merges into 

The third , or anesthetic stage , which is marked by 

the gradual onset of muscular relaxation. The respira¬ 
tion becomes slower, deeper and more regular. The eye¬ 
lids are not so wide open, and the pupils resume a more 
normal size. If the amesthesia is very deep the corneal 
reflex may be almost absent, but the pupil should 
always re act to light. This is the safe operative stage, 
and it may be maintained by a much smaller dosage of 
chloroform. If, however, the administration of the 
drug is continued in too great concentration, 

The fourth, or paralytic stage is entered upon. The 
first noticeable symptom is usually a marked change in 
the respirations. They become short, shallow and 
jerky. The pulse becomes softer and weaker, and the 
pupils suddenly dilate and become insensitive to light. 
These symptoms are due to the poisonous effects of the 
drug on the heart and vital centres in the medulla. And 
they would be followed by complete respiratory and 
cardiac failure unless such premonitory symptom® were 
recognised early and immediate steps taken to counter¬ 
act the effects they indicate. 

It has been observed that it is by no means uncommon 
for a horse to exhibit convulsive movements shortly be¬ 
fore collapse resulting from overdosing (Wallis Hoare). 
The possibility of this occurrence should be borne in 
mind if an animal apparently in a state of surgical 
amesthesia should show uncontrolled purposeless move¬ 
ments of the limbs, in order that such symptoms may 
not be mistaken to indicate a partial recovery from the 
anaesthetic and a further dose of the drug given to check 
them. In such an eventuality, steps should be taken to 
ascertain the true state of anaesthesia in which the 
animal is. 

The Mechanism or Chloroform Anesthesia. 

To obtain an approximately correct interpretation of 
the various phenomena observed during the process of 
anaesthesia, it is necessary to get some idea as to the 
effect of chloroform after absorption by inhalation upon 
the various tissues, particularly the respiratory and cir¬ 
culatory systems. The following short summary of what 
may be called the physiological, or pharmacological, 
effects of the drug are therefore given to elucidate these 
points. 

Action on Respiration. The immediate effect of in¬ 
haling the drug is irritation of the nasal mucous mem¬ 
brane, with the nerve endings of the fifth cranial nerve 
contained in it. This gives rise to slowing, or cessation, 
of the respiratory movements, and a slowing of the pulse 
rate. These actions are reflex. It can be shown on 
small experimental animals that if the nasal mucosa be 
previously painted with a solution of oocaine, or the fifth 
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nerves cut, they do not occur. As already remarked, res¬ 
piration la irregular during the excitement stage, and as 
a result of the struggling a large amount of the vapour 
may be inhaled. The rate of assumption of chloroform 
in the blood is very rapid in the initial stages, and, if the 
vapour of the drug is inhaled in sufficiently large quanti¬ 
ties, a dangerously high percentage in the blood may soon 
be reached. The margin between the amount of chloro¬ 
form in the blood necessary to produce complete surgical 
anaesthesia and that which will abolish respiration is 
only a narrow one. 

Failure of respiration in the later stages occurs along 
with, and is consequent upon, a marked fall in blood 
pressure owing to paralysis of vital centres in the medulla 
as a result of overdosage. The respiration fails not so 
much from the respiratory centre becoming insensible to 
its normal reflex stimuli, as from the fall of blood pres¬ 
sure, the result of paralysis of the vaso-motor centre and 
mechanism, and the impaired action of the heart muscle. 

Before passing on from the effects upon respiration, 
mention snould be made of two other conditions that are 
sometimes set up during chloroform inhalation and 
which then affect respiration. They are ;- Stertor, and 
Laryngeal Stridor. 

Stertor or snoring, is caused by relaxation of the soft 
palate and, unless it is very pronounced, is of no great 
consequence. From it must be distinguished laryngeal 
stridor—a very much more serious condition. This has 
a much harsher sound, and is caused by approximation 
of the vocal cords brought about by spasms of the ad¬ 
ductors of the cords. It occurs commonly in the human 
subject Inspiration of fluids are a common cause ; oc¬ 
casionally it is set up reflexly from the operation area ; 
more rarely no apparent reason for its occurrence is dis¬ 
coverable. Inspiratory efforts are still made, but little 
air reaches the lungs, and if the condition be unheeded 
a degree of asphyxia may arise sufficient to embarrass 
the heart seriously. Failure of the circulation will be 
followed by failure of the respiration ; a vicious cycle 
being set up. 

Action on Circulation. An early effect of chloroform 
inhalation may be sudden stoppage of the heart. This 
failure of the heart is due to direct inhibition, the result 
of over excitement of the vagus centre in the medulla 
brought about by the rapid absorption of concentrated 
chloroform vapour. If the inhibition is complete, re¬ 
lease from it is rarely obtained. Respiration ceases at 
once. Inhibition can be readily induced in the dog, but 
it does not occur if both vagi have been previously cut, 
or if a dose of atropine has been administered. This 
drug blocks the inhibitory impulses by paralysing the 
endings of the vagus in the heart muscle. The method 
of destroying dogs by injecting chloroform up the nostril 
owes its effectiveness to this sudden inhibition of the 
heart. 

This primary syncope is peculiar to chloroform. It is 
of rare occurrence in the horse, and although in the cases 
in which it does occur some cardiac unsoundness is 
usually found, the inhalation of chloroform vapour is not 
without risk to a horse with a sound heart. It is only 
in the early stages—the first minute or two—that the 
accident happens, for the centre responsible soon becomes 
depressed and loses its sensibility and is incapable of 
further reaction. 

Owing to the depressant action of chloroform on the 
muscle tissue of the blood vessels, vaso-dilatation occurs, 
and a corresponding depressant action on the cardiac 
muscle diminishes its force of contraction and the heart 
dilates. As a result of these two effects there is a pro¬ 
gressive fall in blood-pressure throughout the admini¬ 
stration of chloroform. If the drug has not beeD admini¬ 
stered in too great concentration the fall is gradual and 
even, but otherwise, or if it is administered over a pro¬ 
longed period, the vaso-motor centre becomes paralysed 


and the fall in blood pressure is marked, and respiratory 
failure will occur. 

Another effect connected in part with the circulation 
is that upon temperature. The body temperature de¬ 
clines steadily. In the majority of operations on the 
horse this is of little importance, because owing to their 
short duration the fall is insignificent. In prolonged 
anaesthesia the fall may be considerable. Two actions 
in the body are concerned in bringing about this effect ; 
(a) increased heat loss ; owing to the depressant action of 
the drug on the plain muscle in the blood vessels dilata¬ 
tion of the skin vessels gives rise to an increased loss of 
heat; (6) a diminished production of heat, the result of 
the general depression of all activity of the tissues and 
the absence of voluntary movement. 

There is still one other point that must not be over¬ 
looked. It is one that concerns both respiration and 
circulation. Chloroform after absorption from the lung 
alveoli is conveyed by the red corpuscles in the blood. 
It has been observed that the oxygen content of the 
blood during the anaesthetic state is reduced by about 
40 per cent; and that this reduction is probably brought 
about by direct interference with the oxygen-trans¬ 
porting property of the red corpuscles (Buckraaster). 

Administration. 

Points to be observed. Bearing in mind these actions 
of chloroform upon the vitally important, and inti¬ 
mately associated, respiratory and circulatory systems, 
and the lessons that have been learned from practical 
experience in the administration of the drug to all 
species of animals for which it is used, general princi¬ 
ples may be formulated on which should be based 
its mode of administration to the horse. Although 
experience has seemed to indicate that, allowing for 
extraneous influences, the horse is less susceptible to the 
action of chloroform than some other species, the physio¬ 
logy of this animal does not differ so much from that of 
other species as to justify any direct violation of, or 
definite departure from, the principles that have to be 
observed in the administration of chloroform to a 
member of the most susceptible species. 

The initial chloroform vapour concentration should be 
low in order to avoid too much irritation of the nasal 
mucous membrane, which might tend to inhibit respira¬ 
tion, and in order to prevent, more particularly, rapid 
absorption of large quantities of vapour by the blood 
stream which would lead to a sudden over-stimulation 
of the vagus centre, with resulting serious cardiac in¬ 
hibition. Especially has this to be guarded against, for 
almost without exception more or less severe struggling 
occurs at the commencement of administration, when 
large amounts of chloroform vapour may be inhaled. 
The respiratory and vagus centres soon lose their sensi¬ 
tiveness to this excitory effect. The vapour concentration 
should then be increased so that the stage of anaisthesia 
may not be too long delayed. Two to two and a half 
per cent has been found to be a safe concentration in 
other species, but in practice it has been recommended 
that this degree should not be exceeded. There is every 
reason to assume that these figures are equally applic¬ 
able to the horse ; for the body weight has no influence 
upon the percentage of chloroform in the blood necessary 
to produce anaesthesia (Buckmaster). When, according 
to the symptoms shown, the anaesthetic stage has been 
reached, the concentration should be lowered, and from 
then onwards maintained as uniformly as possible, with 
due regard to the symptoms displayed. Spasmodic ad¬ 
ministration, whereby the patient is allowed to come out 
of anaesthesia and concentrated vapour again suddenly 
given to regain it, must be avoided. In connection with 
this point it is perhaps worth while quoting an observa¬ 
tion made by Crile during his experiments in connection 
with surgical shock :- “If the animals were allowed to 
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partially recover from the anaesthesia, care was necessary 
m reducing them again to surgical anaesthesia, as the 
tendency to hyperpnoea attends this state, and an excess 
of the anesthetic is likely to be inhaled. The exhaust¬ 
ing over-respiratory effects predispose the respiratory 
centre to failure, and special care was always necessary 
at this point.” 

The poisoning of the organism is continuous and is 
accompanied by a gradual fall of blood pressure, which 
may become serious on the sudden inhalation of concen¬ 
trated vapour. In addition, reflexes having a serious 
effect may be set up at the seat of operation during the 
periods of incomplete anaesthesia. 

The principal and best guide for administration is the 
character of the respiratory action. Although when 
death occurs it is the result of cardiac collapse, it is 
almost invariably preceded by signs of respiratory failure, 
except of course, in those cases in which sudden and 
complete inhibition of the heart occurs. Chloroform 
should be administered by such a method that the ad¬ 
ministration can be stopped immediately and complete¬ 
ly if from any cause whatever this is desired. 

Accidents Liable to Occur. 

These have already been indicated. The procedure to 
be adopted to deal with them, when they threaten to 
occur, or have actually occurred, will be described. 

Where there is breath-holding, or violent struggling in 
the early stages of administration causing thereby too 
great an amount of chloroform to be inhaled, the drug 
should be completely withdrawn. Withdrawal for one 
or two respirations will suffice to bring about more regu¬ 
lar breathing and to lessen struggling. 

Where there is inhibition of the heart little can be 
done. If the inhibition be not complete a full dose of 
atropine intravenously, given with a liberal amount of 
normal saline, may succeed in releasing the heart bv 
paralysing the vagus endings in the heart muscle. If 
inhibition is complete respiration usually stops simul 
taneously. Relief from this condition is almost impos 
sible. 

Stertor or Snoring. This is not serious provided it is 
not very pronounced. Occasionally the degree of snoring 
may become somewhat alarming in operations in which 
it is necessary to place the animal in the dorsal position, 
as for instance, in rig and hernia operations. In such a 
posture the condition is probably aggravated because the 
base of the tongue tends to fall downwards into the 
pharynx. When animals have to be placed in such a 
position, it is essential to secure the tongue against fall 
ing backwards into the mouth, preferably by fixing it 
with tape to the head stall. This is better than holding 
it by the hand, for wounding of the under surface of the 
free portion of the tongue on the teeth, or tearing of the 
frenum is less likely to follow upon any sudden movement 
of the animal’s head. Another precaution that ought to 
to be adopted with an animal in this position, if the 
operation permits of it, is to allow the head to rest later¬ 
ally, and tnis can be done more easily by inclining the 
animal’s body slightly to the same side as that to which 
the head is turned. In this manner the head can be in¬ 
clined to the neck at a more natural angle than when it 
is otherwise unnaturally extended on the poll. 

Laryngeal stridor. This, too, is probably more fre¬ 
quently seen in operations in which the patient has been 
partially anaesthetised while lying on its side and after 
wards placed in a dorsal position, and particularly in 
animals suffering from laryngeal hemiplegia. 

In operations for roaring, however, it is necessary to 
have the head placed with the poll downwards and the 
head unnaturally extended on the neck. Mucus accumu¬ 
lating in the posterior nares and pharynx in all proba¬ 
bility becomes inspired when the head is so placed ; for 


in these operations one commonly finds a considerable 
amount of mucus in the pharynx and laryngeal ventri¬ 
cles on opening the larynx. 

Laryngeal stridor must be attended to by examining 
for and removing any obstruction to respiration, and it 
the condition be definitely established the anaesthetic 
should be withdrawn altogether and'artificial respiration 
practised. It may even become necessary to perform 
tracheotomy, and there should be no undue delay in re¬ 
sorting to this operation. If the operation that is to be 

Performed be that for stripping the ventricle, one should 
asten to make the incision into the larynx and not wait 
to arrest the haemorrhage which results from incising the 
skin and dividing the tissues to lay bare the crico-thyroid 
membrane. 

The most reliable guide in the administration of 
chloroform is the condition of the animal’s respiration. 
If the respiratory movements become appreciably short, 
shallow or jerky—for such symptoms indicate cardiac 
failure, the anaesthetic must be withdrawn immediately 
and any impediment to respiration removed. 

If the withdrawal is not soon followed by improve¬ 
ment, all restraint should be removed and artificial res¬ 
piration commenced. It is advisable to turn the patient 
over, for this tends to improve the circulation. Owing 
to the size of the horse, artificial respiration cannot be 
carried out quite so effectively as in the smaller animals. 
Energetic and deep pressure should be exerted at regular 
and not too frequent intervals by placing the foot upon 
the abdominal wall just below the arch of the upper as¬ 
ternal ribs. Care snould be taken not to interfere with 
any natural respiratory effort. 

Various medicinal agents have been recommended. A 
hypodermic injection of strychnine may be given ; it is 
a good respiratory stimulant and cardiac tonic. One 
may also apply the fumes of ammonia to the nostrils, 
but care should be taken in employing this procedure. 
When given in moderation, the fumes will tend to stimu¬ 
late respiration by irritating slightly the mucous mem¬ 
brane at the back of the nostrils, but if they are given in 
too great concentration spasm of the glottis will occur, 
and the resultant effect will be more harmful than 
beneficial. The administration of a full medicinal dose 
of Scheele’s hydrocyanic acid is recommended by many 
people, but, although respiratory stimulation may be 
part of its initial effect after absorption, its subsequent 
depressant action upon respiration should not be over¬ 
looked. However, the most effective means of resuscita¬ 
tion are probably the securing of a clear air way and the 
maintainence of regular artificial respiration. 

Surgical shock. This condition is liable to occur in 
the horse when the operation is prolonged and severe. 
It is more readily brought about when tissues (more 
particularly specially sensitive tissues such as the peri¬ 
toneum and spermatic cord) are pulled upon or torn 
than when divided by the knife. As Crile points out, 
in the course of a surgical operation performed under 
anaesthesia, even deep anaesthesia, what may be termed 
a summation effect of successive stimuli from the seat of 
operation is produced. At first each stimulus brings 
about an initial rise in blood pressure with an imme¬ 
diately following fall. Eventually, however, the vaso¬ 
dilator effects of the stimuli completely mask the con¬ 
strictor effects, so that nothing but a lowering of the 
patient’s blood pressure is produced by the operator’s 
manipulation—hence the subject collapses from surgical 
shock. It has been stated that the liability to surgical 
shock is greater with chloroform than with any other 
anaesthetic. 

The employment of local, in addition to general, 
anaesthesia, will “ block ” the stimuli set up at tne seat 
of operation and will materially assist in preventing the 
occurrence of surgical shock. 
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Administration in Veterinary Practice. 

Preparation of the patient . Preparation other than 
that which may be necessary for the operation itself 
consists in withholding solid food for several hoars 
beforehand. Anaesthesia is more easily induced in an 
animal that has been fasted, and there is a smaller tend¬ 
ency to interference with respiration owing to the 
decreased pressure on the diaphragm. Food must not, 
on the other hand, be withheld over such a period that 
the animal is starved, even slightly starved. And this 
should be guarded against especially when the operation 
is likely to be severe or prolonged, for starvation pre¬ 
disposes to surgical shock. The pulse and heart should 
be examined for any irregularity or defective action. 

The animal’s nose should be smeared with some bland 
ointment or grease in order to prevent any excoriation 
of the skin by the liquid chloroform, and especially 
when those methods of administration in which this is 
liable to occur are employed. This greasing is unneces¬ 
sary when the valved inhaler which will be described 
later is used, for none of the drug in a liquid form can 
come in contact with the skin. 

Common methods. The administration of chloroform 
may be begun while the animal is standing, or after it 
has been cast and secured. In the former method a fair¬ 
ly considerable open space is necessary in order to avoid 
accidents. The chloroform muzzle is put on and the 
animal steadied by a rope from either siae of the head- 
stall or halter. With adult horses a fore leg may be tied 
up. The standing method is probably preferable for 
young unbroken animals, and may be employed for older 
animals when sufficient help for casting them is not 
available. If space is limited the animal must be cast 
and secured before commencing the administration.. It 
has been argued that the risks from casting can be 
avoided by administering the drug in the standing 
position and allowing the animal to sink gradually to the 
ground. This argument however, is not a very strong 
one, for accidents are rare if the casting is done efficiently 
and carefully, and they are probably of no more frequent 
occurrence than those liable to happen in chloroforming 
standing. The administration of chloroform after first 
casting and securing is the more rational method, because 
it can be definitely controlled and regulated according to 
the symptoms displayed. 

The common methods by which chloroform is ad¬ 
ministered to horses come under the heading of what, in 
human practice, would be called the “ open ” or “ semi- 
open ” method ; and the manner in which the drug is 
given is the “douche” as compared with the “drop” 
method. A quantity of chloroform is poured on a piece 
of sponge, felt, or cotton wool, which is placed in some 
form or other of muzzle usually made of leather. 

Muzzles. A Roberts, or a Nelder muzzle may be used 
for administering chloroform to a horse in a standing 
position. These muzzles cover both jaws and are fixed 
on to the head by a strap around the poll. The former 
muzzle has an opening at the bottom through which the 
drug is put on to the sponge ; the latter type is padded 
at its upper margin to fit closely on to the jaws, and it 
has an outer shell at the bottom of which there is a thick 
of felt on to which the chloroform is poured. 

For administration to an animal which has been* cast 
a Cox’s muzzle is the pattern most commonly employed. 
This consists of a leather cylinder covered with canvas, 
at either end of which is a purse-string arrangement. 
The muzzle is applied to the upper jaw only and held in 
position by a poll-strap ; the upper string is tied in order 
to prevent largely the entrance of air at this end. A 
sponge or wad of cotton wool on to which a compara¬ 
tively large dose of the anaesthetic has been poured is 
placed in the free end, which is then closed by pulling 
the bottom purse string. 


Many hold the opinion that the induction of anaes¬ 
thesia is facilitated by closely wrapping the muzzle and 
the whole of the head in a rug or blanket in order to 
limit the amount of air inspired ; the blanket is opened 
or loosened to admit more air when the animal has be¬ 
come anaesthetised. 

We may examine one or two essential features in this 
simple and common method of chloroform ansesthesia. 
If the sponge is placed in the closed end of the muzzle so 
that a current of air does not pass through it, it is ob¬ 
vious that the amount of chloroform vapour taken in 
with each inspiration is limited to the quantity which 
evaporates spontaneously from the sponge. On the other 
hand, if the purse-string at the lower end of Cox’s muzzle 
is tightened so as to leave an opening about two inches 
in diameter by which air is allowed to pass with each 
inspiration through the sponge held to the inner surface 
of this opening, then the amount of chloroform vapour 
inhaled will be greatly increased, owing to the passage 
of the atmospheric air over what is actually a very large 
surface, represented by the walls of the numerous little 
interstices in the sponge. In the former method the 
chloroform will not be in sufficient concentration to 
bring about unconsciousness of the patient within a 
reasonably short period of time, and hence in order to 
hasten the onset of this state, practitioners usually re¬ 
sort to limiting the intake of air, or oxygen. But, again, 
it is reasonable to ask whether such a state of uncon¬ 
sciousness is in reality true chloroform anaesthesia or a 
partial asphyxia, which, of course, is a comparatively 
dangerous condition. Perhaps, it is owing to the fact 
that the majority of operations for which chloroform 
anaesthesia is practised are of very short duration that 
so many thousands of administrations have been con¬ 
ducted in this manner and apparently without untoward 
result. 

Cotton is not suitable as a receptacle for the liquid 
chloroform as air will not pass through a moistened wad 
of this substance. 

Form oj muzzle recommended. A chloroform muzzle 
which has been used by the writer in a very large num¬ 
ber of cases consists of a cylindrical body part which is 
applied to the upper jaw only, as with Cox’s muzzle. It 
is secured by a strap passing round the poll, and the up¬ 
per end is modified somewhat so as more effectively to 
prevent any entrance of air at this end. At the lower 
extremity is a leather cone which reduces the size of the 
lower opening to about three inches in diameter. Into 
this opening there fits a metal cylindrical sponge con¬ 
tainer five inches long, at the upper extremity of which 
is an inspiratory rubber valve. Opening out of the front 
of the leather cone are two expiratory rubber valves. 

The complete closure of the upper extremity of the 
muzzle and the arrangement of these valves ensures a 
definite respiratory circulation through the chloroform 
container. The chloroform is placed on the sponge in 
the cylinder and the passage of all the inspired air 
through the sponge aids vapourization and ensures a 
certain concentration. As the inspiratory valve is 
situated on the proximal side of the sponge, expiration 
of air through the sponge with consequent wastage of 
chloroform and condensation in the sponge of exhaled 
moisture are prevented. This prevention of condensa¬ 
tion of exhaled moisture in the sponge is a point of great 
importance, especially if several administrations are to 
be carried out immediately following one another. 

The advice to wring out a sponge in warm water be¬ 
fore pouring on the chloroform is, to say the least, some¬ 
what thoughtless, for owing to the immiscibility of 
chloroform with water the former will tend to run off a 
moistened sponge and will not be so evenly distributed 
or vapourized. 

Further quantities of chloroform can be poured on the 
sponge without removing it. The animal does not thus 
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obtain a free supply of pure air each time an additional 
dose of the drug is given. By removing the sponge 
cylinder the chloroform can be readily and immediately 
withdrawn, either for one or two respiratory periods if 
necessary when there is breath-holding or excessive 
struggling, or permanently if the respiratory or other 
symptoms so indicate. 

When the necessary degree of anaesthesia has been 
obtained it may be maintained by placing smaller 
quantites on the sponge; or, the sponge may be with¬ 
drawn and an attachment fixed to the cylinder whereby 
a regular supply of chloroform, or chloroform and ether 
mixture, can be dropped at any required rate on to a 
piece of gauze through which the respired air has to 
pass. 

The proximal end of the sponge cylinder is so shaped 
that it can be applied to one nostril only (while the other 
nostril may be blocked with cotton wool) for administer¬ 
ing chloroform to an animal on which an operation (such 
as some buccal operation) is to be performed in which 
unimpeded access to the mouth is necessary. This 
arrangement of the upper end also renders it suitable for 
administering chloroform through a tracheotomy tube 
when such a procedure is necessary. 

The time taken to induce surgical anaesthesia by 
adopting this principle of so-called pcr-halation is 
hardly, if any, longer than that taken by the covering 
up method. There is scarcely any restriction to the free 
intake of air, and when the anaesthesia is complete it is 
therefore beyond doubt a true chloroform anaesthesia. 

Perhaps the greatest advantage of this method of ad¬ 
ministration is that as there is practically no wastage of 
chloroform vapour the exact amount of chloroform that 
the animal receives is known. 

Dosage. It is impossible to state exact doses, and it 
is inadvisable and wrong in principle to attempt to do 
so ; for, the quantity of chloroform that must be given 
is that which will produce surgical amesthesia, a con¬ 
dition which requires different amounts in various 
horses. All that can be stated in this direction is what 
from experience has been found to be the quantity 
usually required to produce anaesthesia by the particular 
method of administration employed. This should be 
accepted only as a guide—not as the actual amount 
required by all animals ; that must, and can only, be 
determined by the symptoms displayed by the particular 
animal to which the drug is being administered. 

It may be laid down as a rule that every endeavour 
should be made to induce surgical anaesthesia as quickly 
as is consistent with safety, and from then on to main¬ 
tain it by as small and regular a dosage as possible. 
That the degree of safety be directly proportional to the 
slowness in administration, in repeated small doses, is 
most erroneous. Death is known to occur from pro¬ 
longed administration of small doses insufficient to 
produce anaesthesia. 

Four ounces as the initial dose and further additions 
of not less than one or two ounces is a dosage that has 
been recently mentioned. (Cameron, Vet. Record , 1919, 
Nov. 29th, p. 250). The method employed or the drug 
used must have been faulty. Another veterinary surgeon 
states that he does not measure the quantity given and 
has had no trouble. (Wolstenholme, Vet. Record, 1920, 
Jan. 31st, p. 363). Although the adoption of such a plan 
during the induction stage is open to criticism, it is 
preferable to the formulation of any hard and fast 
quantitative dosage, since it follows that the administra¬ 
tion would naturally depend upon the symptoms dis- 
ed by the patient. 

hen the Roberts or Nelder muzzle is used for ad¬ 
ministration in the standing position an initial dose of 
from two to three ounces is recommended ; further doses 
of a half to one ounce are given as may be indicated. 

With the Cox muzzle, either open or closed, one and a 


half to two ounces is generally given as an initial dose, 
followed by four drachm doses as appears to be neces¬ 
sary. Anaesthesia is produced in from about ten to 
twelve minuteB. 

With the valve muzzle described above it has been 
found, as the result of a very large number of observa¬ 
tions, that an initial administration of six drachms is not 
attended by any serious symptoms. If there is any ten¬ 
dency to breath-holding or violent struggling the sponge 
container is removed for one or two respirations. A fur¬ 
ther quantity of six drachms is poured on the sponge at 
the end of three minutes; then, depending upon the 
symptoms a further six drachms or only four drachms is 
added at the end of the next three minutes. Usually 
this is sufficient to bring about a safe surgical anaesthesia 
in a fasted adult animal in about twelve minutes, and 
this condition can then be maintained by the addition 
of one or two drachm doses about every three or more 
minutes. The quantities stated, however, must be taken 
only as a guide and not as a fixed dosage. These are the 
doses that have been generally found to be necessary in 
adult animals, but. instances have been observed in 
which the initial six drachms have apparently induced a 
considerable degree of anesthesia and the addition of 
four drachms has completed it. In the young animal 
proportionately smaller dosing should be employed. 

Vennerholm in his report on anaesthesia to the tenth 
International Veterinary Congress sums up this question 
of dosage rather succinctly :— “ These differences are 
easily comprehensible in examining the different methods 
employed and the various conceptions of narcosis.” 

Termination op Anaesthesia and Prevention of 

UNDESIRABLE SEQUELAE. 

When the operation is sufficiently approaching com¬ 
pletion, or is quite completed, the muzzle must be re¬ 
moved. There should be no undue haste, however, to 
release the hobbles, especially if space is rather limited. 
They should be kept secured in order to avoid the risk 
of an accident occurring owing to the animal having in 
sufficiently regained volitional control. 

There is, too, another reason why the hobbles should not 
be immediately released. Occasionally an animal will re¬ 
lapse into what appears to be a deeper stage of anaesthesia 
after having shown signs of returning consciousness fol¬ 
lowing removal of the muzzle. These particular pheno¬ 
mena nave been remarked upon by several during the 
recent discussions but no attempt appears to have been 
made to explain their occurrence. This relapse into 
anesthesia following the removal of the muzzle is pre¬ 
ceded by apparent recovery ; occasionally a certain 
amount of excitement is exhibited, and in rare instances 
the excitement is so iotense that the symptoms displayed 
might almost be described as maniacal; the animal strug¬ 
gling violently and making violent uncontrolled gallop¬ 
ing movements while lying on its side, occasionally 
neighing, and sweating profusely. If the hobbles have 
been removed the animal may attempt to rise but is un¬ 
able to do so and only blunders forward. This extreme 
excitement is then followed by a sudden collapse, and the 
animal appears to relapse into unconsciousness. During 
this so-called relapse into a deeper anaesthetic stage the 
respirations become very shallow, slow, and may tempora¬ 
rily cease for periods of varying duration. The physio¬ 
logical explanation of these phenomena is at present 
obscure. The condition is confined almost entirely to 
those cases in which the head has been covered up and 
restriction placed upon the amount of air inhaled. The 
preliminary excitement before apparent return to un¬ 
consciousness is probably a reflex result of the cool fresh 
air coming into contact with the sensitive membrane 
lining the nostrils. The origin of the subsequent res* 
piratorv phenomena is more obscure. It is possible that 
after the covering up of the head the high percentage of 
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carbon dioxide in the blood tends reflexly to stimulate 
respiration, and also the degree of oxygen lack tends to 
maintain or even increase the blood pressure. When the 
head is uncovered and the muzzle removed a free supply 
of air is admitted, producing a consequent fall in the 
percentage of carbon dioxide in the blood and a decrease 
in its oxygen deficiency. The former effects robs the 
respiratory centre, already less sensitive as a result of the 
chloroform, of a considerable portion of its reflex stimu¬ 
lation ; the latter removes the tendency to vaso-constric- 
tion and allows the fall in blood pressure, which is 
common to chloroform anaesthesia, to take place suddenly 
rather than gradually. Whatever the explanation, one 
thing is certain ; the shallow slow breathing produces a 
condition of an oxaemia which may seriously embarrass 
the heart; and, although in such cases even when breath¬ 
ing stops it will start again when the percentage of car¬ 
bon dioxide in the blood rises to a sufficient level to 
stimulate reflexlv the respiratory centre, the condition 
should not be allowed to become too pronounced. Arti¬ 
ficial respiration should be carried out. 

Other sequelae may follow chloroform administration. 
Choking may occur if food is given too soon afterwaids. 
It results from insufficiently regained muscular action 
of the organs of deglutition, and this may be aggra¬ 
vated by the animal bolting the food owing to its 
hungry condition. No food, especially dry food or long 
hay, should be allowed for several hours after the re¬ 
covery from the anaesthetic. 

So-called chloroform pneumonia, the direct result of 
the chloroform administration, cannot be said to be a 
common occurrence in the horse. There is no doubt 
that the administration of the drug may increase rapidly 
the development of pneumonia in horses that already 
harbour some disease of their respiratory passages, e.g. 
so called shipping fever. The hypostatic pneumonia ob¬ 
served to develop some time after operation in which 
general anaesthesia has been employed in the human 
subject, is not likely to occur in the horse, owing to the 
fact that this animal is only maintained in a certain re¬ 
cumbent position for a comparatively short period of 
time. 

The body surface should be protected at the time of 
the administration and for some time afterwards to 
counteract the tendency to loss of heat due to the dila¬ 
tation of the skin vessels. In cases in which profuse 
sweating has occurred care should be taken to protect 
the animal from draughts or exposure to cold. 

Conclusion. 

In conclusion I would repeat that, though the home 
appears to be a “ safe * subject for chloroform anaesthesia, 
each administration of the drug, if it is to be efficient 
and safe, should be looked upon as a separate serious 
undertaking, and not as part of the preliminary prepar¬ 
ation connected with the operation, and, again, not as a 
dosing with medicine calculated to bring about a definite 
reaction. For the administration to be efficient and safe, 
the anaesthetist must posses a knowledge of the action of 
the drug and have some practical experience in its employ¬ 
ment. It behoves all veterinary surgeons to become pro¬ 
ficient anaesthetists, not only with the object of keeping 
themselves within the law as laid down in an ineffective 
and inconsistent Act of Parliament, but also that they may 
protect their patients from unnecessary suffering, ana 
carry out operations more thoroughly and with greater 
comfort. If we do not become proficient it is certain 
that more animals will be underdosed by want, than 
overdosed by excess, of confidence. And, nnally t the lia¬ 
bility of the veterinary surgeon should not be ignored. 
Preliminary warning of the owner as to the riskB likely 
to be incurred would be but poor defence for inexperience 
or inability if these were established or even suspected. 
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County of Lanark 
Epizootic Abortion Order of 1920. 

To the Chairman and Members of the 
Executive Committee of the Local Authority. 

Gentlemen,—The preparation of these notes has been 
prompted by discussions which took place some time ago 
at a meeting of the Executive Committee, and also at a 
recent meeting of a Committee composed of representa¬ 
tives of Local Authorities in Scotland. They are not in 
any sense to be regarded as exhaustive of the subject, 
but merely as an effort to explain to the lay mind the 
character of the disease and the very great difficulty in 
combating it effectively without upsetting the dairying 
industry and jeopardising the milk supply. The notes 
will serve a useful purpose if they have the effect of im¬ 
pressing upon those concerned the necessity for giving 
the matter most careful consideration before attempting 
anything in the shape of drastic measures.—I am, Your 
obedient servant, 

Hugh Begg. 

March, 1920. 


Epizootic abortion is a highly contagious disease, 
caused by the Bacillus Abortus (Bang). The chief pre¬ 
dilection habitat of the bacillus is the womb of the preg¬ 
nant animal, where it sets up a specific inflammatory or 
catarrhal condition that usually leads to the premature 
expulsion of the calf, and that very often before a viable 
age has deen reached. The foetus, the membranes, and 
discharge are highly infective, and the post-birth dis¬ 
charge is virulent for some time, but Sir Stewart Stock- 
man says that many cattle get rid of all infective material 
from the genital organs in two to three months. 

When one or two cases of premature calving have oc¬ 
curred in a herd, hitherto free from abortion, a simple 
blood test can determine whether or not the cause is 
specific—t.tf., whether it is a case of contagious abortion, 
or a case of accidental abortion only. If several cases in 
a herd occur within a short time, the existence of con¬ 
tagious abortion may be considered as certain without 
any blood test. 

No case of contagious abortion can possibly occur 
without direct or indirect contact with an antecedent 
case. Natural infection occurs either by the mouth or 
the genital tract. Though infection by the alimentary 
tract is most common by far, there is little doubt that a 
bull may be a mechanical carrier, or, being infected in the 
testes, will eject bacilli with his semen. Infection via the 
genital tract, apart from the agency of the bull, used to 
be considered very general, but is now held to be negli¬ 
gible. It has been estimated that twenty per cent of the 
nerds in this country are affected with the disease, but 
no accurate estimate of its prevalence could be 
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without the aid of a compulsory Notification Order, fer 
it is notorious that its existence in many herds is kept 
secret 

Of all the unscheduled oontagious diseases of bovines 
—excepting tuberculosis, the Order in connection with 
which is meantime in suspension—epizootic abortion is 
the one that prevails most generally in Great Britain. 
The opinion expressed by many people, on first thought, 
that tne disease is one which is clearly marked out for 
control by means of a comprehensive Order is not an un¬ 
natural one. Indeed, many stock-owners, as well as vet¬ 
erinarians—without, perhaps, giving the subject the con¬ 
sideration it deserves—still hold the view that the ab¬ 
sence of an Order designed to exercise complete control 
over a scourge so baneful to the breeding and dairying 
industries is quite unjustifiable. Such a view was fos¬ 
tered in the mind of many people, and perhaps owed its 
inception in some cases to the second report of the De¬ 
partmental Committee on Epizootic Abortion, of date 
June 1910, which recommended that, as a preliminary 
measure, the disease in cattle should be dealt with under 
an Order of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, re¬ 
quiring :— 

(a) Compulsory notification of suspected cases of the 
disease ; 

(/>) Veterinary inquiry to establish the existence of dis¬ 
ease on any particular premises ; and 
(c) Temporary isolation and restrictions on the move¬ 
ment of any cow that has recently aborted. 

However, since the issue of that report, responsible 
opinion has travelled a considerable way. 

Additional weight was given to the claim of the stock- 
owner for a comprehensive Order by the unfortunate re¬ 
commendation of the Travelling Commission of Enquiry 
into the Cost of Production of Milk, contained in their 
report published last spring. When sitting at Exeter, the 
Commission was informed of the operation in Devonshire 
of the Devonshire Epizootic Abortion Order of 1916, and 
they advised that the measures adopted against the dis¬ 
ease in Devon should be extended to the rest of the 
country, without assigning any cogent reason. 

Whether the operation of the Devonshire Order has 
produced any good results is a matter of grave doubt, 
and, indeed, it has been asserted that, while its admini¬ 
stration has involved very considerable expense, and has 
been a source of irritation to local farmers, no appreciable 
benefits have accrued. Further, it is reasonable to sup¬ 
pose that, if the Order in question has achieved the ob¬ 
jects for which it was designed, the Ministry of Agricul¬ 
ture would not have been slow to make a General 
Order applicable to the whole country, or at least to have 
recommended Local Authorities to consider the advisa¬ 
bility of applying for an Order of similar effect. 

What considerations then have prompted the issue of 
the Epizootic Abortion Order of 1920, and what, results 
are Local Authorities likely to attain in controlling the 
disease by making regulations under it 1 
The Order, as will be observed on a careful readingof it, 
is of a very restrictive character, and one mav be excused 
from regarding it as a slight concession by the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Fisheries to appease an importunate 
public clamouring for compulsory power for the control 
of the disease. The Order confines itself to:— 

(t) prohibiting the exposure by any person in any 
market, fairground, or ealeyard within the district of the 
Local Authority of a cow or a heifer which, to his know¬ 
ledge or according to information furnished to him, has 
calved prematurely within the two months immediately 
preceding such exposure ; and 
(it) prohibiting the sale by any person, within the 
district of the Local Authority, of a cow or heifer which, 
to his knowledge or according to information furnished 
to him, has calved prematurely within two months im¬ 


mediately preceding such sale, unless, before the sale, he 
shall have given to the purchaser notice in writing of such 
premature calving. f 

The words “has calved prematurely ” are very signifi¬ 
cant and materially simplify the definition of an animal 
amenable to the Order. Animals that are known to have 
calved prematurely, whether the cause be specific or acci¬ 
dental. ate amenable. To have limited it to aborting 
animals—the subject of epizootic abortion—would have 
caused endless worry and expense in the matter of proof. 
On the other hand the inclusion within the scope of the 
Order of animals that have aborted, whether the cause* 
may have been specific or otherwise, is well advised, as 
a cow that has aborted from accident, though free from 
the specific disease, is rarely worth the money the unprin¬ 
cipled seller gets for it. 

Regulations made under the Order, if strictly enforced, 
should have tue effect of compelling individuals who 
hitherto have not scrupled to sell as correct, animals that 
were highly infective and incidentally destined to a short 
| period of lactation, to mend their ways. Further, the 
prohibition of the public exposure for sale of such ani¬ 
mals will operate to prevent the spread of the disease to 
free herds, to emphasise publicly its infectious character, 
and give confidence to purchasers at public marts. 

There is no obligation on the owner of infected ani¬ 
mals to notify the existence of disease in his herd. In¬ 
deed, he may sell privately, within two months after the 
Act, a cow that has calved prematurely through being 
the subject of epizootic abortion, provided that, prior to 
the sale, he notifies the fact in writing to the intending 
purchaser. 

The Order is good so far as it goes, but it cannot be 
expected to influence materially the spread of contagious 
abortion. 

It is worthy of note that this very simple Order does 
not seek to control such a dangerous animal as the cow 
that is about to abort, and it is notorious that some 
owners of infected herds in which abortions occur about 
or after the eighth month of gestation do not hestitate to 
hasten to the market and sell without remark the ani¬ 
mal that exhibits the symptoms of impending abortion, 
and many such have an appearance of milk equivalent to 
that of a cow that has gone her full time. The purchas¬ 
er may be able to prove when the cow is delivered of her 
calf at his place that abortion has occurred and get the 
cow returned, but in the meantime his premises may 
have been fouled and an outbreak of abortion may re¬ 
sult. 

Any Order which had for its object the effective con¬ 
trol of this disease would require to provide for compul¬ 
sory notification and veterinary inquiry, and if this 
proved positive a prolonged period of inspection, quaran¬ 
tining and repeated disinfection of infective cows and 
premises, cessation of movement of animals for a consid¬ 
erable time { and the eradication of the disease would 
seem to be impossible without the slaughter of every cow 
that has aborted. 

When one is aware of the wide extent of the sources of 
infection, the effect on the dairying industry of the 
country of an Order containing provisions of the nature 
indicated, could only be regarded with the most serious 
apprehension. 

Even if an Order—bereft of its article providing for 
the slauhter of infective and potentially infective ani¬ 
mals, but more comprehensive than the Epizootic Abor¬ 
tion Order of 1920—were enforced, the existence of the 
disease would still continue. Moreover, its articles on 
notification, veterinary inquiry, restriction of movement, 
etc., would provide many problems that at the present 
time seem insurmountable, since the attempt to solve 
them would paralyse milk production. For example, 
consider the effect of a restriction notice served on the 
I owner of a large number of back-calving cows at grass if 
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abortion began, as it very often does, and the owner had 
no premises in which to tie np and milk the cows that 
were Blipping their calves day by day. 

If it be conceded then that these objections, which are 
by no means exhaustive, are sufficient to rob us of the 
desire for such an Order, it may be urged that this new 
Order might, with good reason, have included at least 
compulsory notification of disease. That, however, 
would not help matters much, and, as failure to notify 
would constitute an offence, it might, as is alleged in 
Devon, have the effect of keeping stock-owners from ap¬ 
plying for vaccine treatment. 

It has been suggested that compulsory vaccination 
should be linked to compulsory notification, and that the 
list of infected farms, etc., should be published by Local 
Authorities. Such measures would probably materially 
reduce the havoc caused by the disease, but power has 
never yet been granted in this country to inoculate any 
animal with serum or vaccine or tuberculin or mallein 
without the full consent of the owner. Further, mere 
notification of the disease would in itself effect little or 
no good. 

It is becoming more evident that stock-owners, who 
fear the disease most, understand fairly well how to pro¬ 
tect their herds. Every farmer should read the “ Leaflet 
No. 108 ” on Epizootic Abortion, issued by the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Fisheries, and acton the advice given 
therein. Perhaps, h owever, it may not be out of place 
here to set down a few precautions that owners of herds, 
free from abortion disease, would do well to ob¬ 
serve :— 

1. Contact of the herd with strange animals should not 

be allowed. 

2. Refuse the use of the bull to strange cows, and don't 
mate cows with a strange bull. If special circum¬ 
stances create an excepfion, apply measures of disin¬ 
fection to the bull. 

3. Isolate and prove every bought-in dairy cow, and if a 

newly-born calf is bought it should also be isolated, 
and its dejecta disinfected for a period of ten 
days. 

4. Be careful of grazing pregnant cows on common 

pasture where they may be exposed to infection. 

5. Avoid soiling of fodder by strange persons or dogs 

or other animals coming about the premises. 

6. If any cow calves prematurely or shows signs of im¬ 

pending abortion, isolate her at once and call in a 
veterinary surgeon to treat her, adopt measures of 
disinfection, and take a sample of blood to test the 
nature of the case. 

7. The vaccine, “ Anti-Abortion A.” should not be used 

as a preventive in a clean herd. 

The Epizootic Abortion Order of 1920 will, if taken 
advantage of by Local Authorities generally, help a little 
to limit the spread of the disease, but past experience 
and the present position of matters suggest that it would 
be unwise to extend its scope in the near future. 

Despite certain accidental drawbacks (only occasion¬ 
ally met with) to the use of vaccine for the prevention 
and control of contagious abortion, the experience 
gained in Lanarkshire in upwards of one hundred out¬ 
breaks and the statistics of others who have also used it 
extensively in conjunction with efficient measures of 
disinfection, serve to show that the vaccine, “ Anti-Abor¬ 
tion A,” prepared by Sir Stewart Stockman at the labor¬ 
atory of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, is a 
most efficient agent in combating an outbreak of the 
disease. The vaccine is supplied on demand at a cost 
that is only sufficient to defray the expense of carriage. 
Measures should be adopted to extend the use of vaccine 
in infected cow sheds, and an endeavour should be 
made to educate stock-owners further regarding the 
nature of the disease. 

Hugh Beog, f.r.c.v.s. 


MILK AND TUBERCULOSIS. 

Report on the procedures carried out under the Model 
Milk Clauses, prepared under the supervision of Dr. W. 
A. Young, for the Medical Officer of Health. Section of 
Report on the Health of the City of Manchester, 1918, by 
James Niven, m.a., m.b., ll.d. 

“ During the year 1918 we have still been without the 
services of our regular Veterinary Surgeon, Lieut.-Col. 
Brittlebank, u.m.g., m.u.c.v.s., d.v.s.m. The work of fol¬ 
lowing up positive station samples of tuberculous milk 
and tne examination of cows within the City has been 
done partly by Mr. J. F. Dixon, m.r.c.v.s., who was 
loaned by the Markets Committee to the Hospitals Sub- 
Committee one day each week for a portion of the year. 
Pressure of work under the various Meat Rationing Or¬ 
ders prevented the fulfilment of this arrangement. For 
the latter portion of the year, Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, 
f.r.c.v.s., has acted as Veterinary Officer, and much 
valuable work has been accomplished in the limited time 
at disposal. 

The Manchester Milk Clauses have been operated as 
in former years, so far as the obtaining of milk samples 
has been concerned and the following up of positive 
station samples. The change in dealing with tne cows 
found to have positive tuberculous lesions in the udder 
reported last year, which was brought abmt by the oper¬ 
ation of the Cattle Sales Order of December 17th, 1917, 
has been found to work fairly satisfactorily. Advantage 
has been taken under the Order of the provisions for 
emergency slaughter in many cases. Where this course 
has been adopted the affected animal has been slaughtered 
on the farm, or at some slaughter-house in the neighbour¬ 
hood of the farm, under the supervision of the local 
authorities concerned. In several cases the carcases 
have been so extensively affected as to render the whole 
unfit for food. These have been destroyed. In other 
instances the farmers have chosen to send the affected 
animal to the local auction market to be graded. It has 
not been possible to trace these animals through the 
auction to their ultimate destination. Seeing that all 
cattle are now allotted from thelauction to some Butchers' 
Association, acting under the Local Food Control Com 
mittees, it is most probable that the carcases receive due 
inspection in the towns to which they are consigned, but 
it is not possible either from Manchester or through the 
Local Authorities to have the cows inspected by a veteri¬ 
nary surgeon at slaughter. 

In a number of cases the farmers have informed the 
Qrading Officer of the condition of the animal before¬ 
hand, so that the cow has been graded according to its 
known condition. Steps have then been taken to have 
the cow slaughtered locally, under the supervision of the 
authorities. The farmer, under these circumstances, 
only receives the maximum value of such portions of the 
carcase as are passed as fit for human consumption. 
Our efforts in dealing with tuberculous animals have 
been steadily maintained throughout the year. The 
Medical Officer of Health for the County and the Medi¬ 
cal Officer of Health for the district concerned have been 
kept well informed of each succeeding step, so that the 
affected animal is kept under observation from its dis¬ 
covery until its death. 

The percentage of farmers whose milk was examined 
and who were found to be sending tuberculous milk was 
6*25 per cent. It will be seen that this is the lowest 
point reached, except in the year 1909. This is all the 
more satisfactory when the difficulties as to food for cat¬ 
tle are taken into consideration. The country farmer, no 
less than the City farmer, was greatly hampered in 1918 
by the great shortage of feeding stuffs for cattle. They 
had to rely very largely on their own resources for what¬ 
ever corn was fed to the cattle. Many farmers have 
again experienced a shortage of hay. Straw had to be 
fed to cattle in considerable quantities. 
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them under the present system of taxation ; and, if not, 
upon what grounds it was proposed to withdraw the 
existing privileges. 

Mr. Neal (Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry 
of Transport) replied : There is no intention to give 
special privileges to these classes of motor-car users. 
This question was carefully considered by the De¬ 
partmental Committee on Taxation and Regulation 
of Road Vehicles, and the reasons for the withdrawal of 
existing privileges are set out in par. 23 of their report. 
The rebates which these users now enjoy were conceded 
partly in order to bring them into line with commercial 
motor vehicles, which pay no Inland Revenue duty and 
are entitled to a rebate of half the duty on motor spirit. 
With the abolition of preferential treatment to commer¬ 
cial users the case for medical practitioners and veteri¬ 
nary surgeons necessarily fails. There could be no justi¬ 
fication for exempting members of two professions only. 
Every person using a motor-car in connexion with his 
irofession or business would be equally entitled to pre- 
erential treatment. The concession to medical practi¬ 
tioners and veterinary surgeons was made when motor 
cars were taxed as luxuries. This is now no longer the 
case. The proposed tax is a tax upon road users for 
road purposes. 


R.C.V.S. WAR MEMORIAL. 

The Secretary begs to acknowledge the receipt of the 
following donations, or promises of donations :— 

J. Aitken 1 1 0 

E. C. Rowes 1 1 0 

H. S. Cockburn 110 


R . C . V . S . liar Memorial continued . 


R. Cockburn 5 5 0 

B. S. Cockerton 110 

F. T. G. Hobday 2 2 0 

J. S. Keane 2 2 0 

H. C. Wilkie 2 2 0 

H. H. Worrow 1 1 0 

S. E. Sampson 110 


Previously reported 501 5 0 


£579 2 0 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow 
ing subscriptions for 1920. 

Brain, T. J., Cheltenham £1 1 0 

Cane, J., Wrexham 110 

Cockburn, H. S., Eastwood * 1 11 0 

Cockburn, R., Eastwood (additional) 10 0 
Cockerton, B. S., London. E. 2 1 1 o 

Gillmor, D. A., Capt. r.a.v.c. 1 1 0 

Keir, D., Ministry of Agriculture 1 1 0 

Lindsay, P. T., Tam worth 1 1 0 

McIntyre, G. E., Leek 1 1 0 

Oxspring, G. E., Capt. r.a.v.c. 1 1 0 

Petrie, W. S., Ministry of Agriculture l 1 0 

Sampson, S. E., Sheffield, 1919, 1920 2 2 0 
Young, T. P. Leith 1 1 0 

Previously acknowledged 776 1 1 


May 19. £790 15 1 

* Including 10/6 additional subscription 
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Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, May. 17, 1920 
Not*. —The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. • As Diseased or Exposed to Infection. 
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Scheduling. 

The recent memorandum by Mr. Hugh Begg upon 
the Epizootic Abortion Order, though addressed 
only to a local executive committee, deserves to be 
more widely read. 

It emphasises the very limited effect which the 
Order is likely to have upon the disease, and indi¬ 
cates the reasons against applying a stronger one- 
An Order made really effective against epizootic 
abortion might conceivably do more harm to stock- 
owners than the disease itself does. Considerations 
similar to those outlined by Mr. Begg have more 
influence in restricting our measures against sched¬ 
uled disease than most laymen and even some vet¬ 
erinarians realise; and it is well that they should be 
made clear to the public. They render it dubious 
policy to actively legislate against some diseases at 
all, and they grievously hamper our efforts against 
others. Possibly they may prevent certain diseases 
from ever being placed on the schedule. Perhaps 
there is no disease which illustrates their cramping 
effect upon legislation better than bovine tuberou- 
losis. 

Despite these reasons, and indeed partly on ac¬ 
count of them, there seem to be better arguments 
for speedily re-scheduling tuberculosis than are 
apparent for scheduling any hitherto uncontrolled 
disease. A very long and uphill campaign against 
tuberculosis, in which we shall be greatly hampered 
by these considerations of economy and practica¬ 
bility, lies before us ; and it seems advisable to re¬ 
commence it at once. It is not likely that our next 
Tuberculosis Order will be appreciably stronger than 
our old ones, which were really no more than an 
elimination of animals bearing open lesions, on lines 
advocated by Ostertag. This plan is altogether 
good so far as it goes; but progress under it is 
necessarily slow. Still, an Order resembling the old 
ones would show us tbe worst centres of infection, 
eradicate the most dangerous animals, and by slow 
degrees prepare the way for something stronger. 
The sooner we have one the better. 

Veterinary surgeons generally look for a speedy 
re-introduction of the Tuberculosis Order. Some of 
them expected to see it before now; and, if they 
have to wait much longer old memories may revive. 
It required a great deal of agitation to get tubercu¬ 
losis scheduled ; for the Board seemed curiously re¬ 
luctant to take the step. It is to be hoped that we 
shall not have tbe same battle to fight over again. 


DROPSY OF UTERUS. 

My experience of the frequency of this condition 
does not agree with that mentioned in the article by 
Mr. Arthur New, Ashton-under-Lyne, in The Record 
of May 15th. With me it is rather common ; this 
year I believe I have treated about five cows and one 
mare for the disease. 

The message received is, as a rule, as Mr. New 
puts it “ risen on,” here tbe term is “ blown/’ but 
to me the two conditions are not much alike ; as in 
all uterine troubles you get the “ painful sigh,” or 
as I would call it, a “moan,” quite distinct from the 
sharp grunt of acute tympany. 

Then the greatly distended body is equal both 
sides and fuller lower down into the flanks—and 
they do get to an immense size; two of my most 
recent cases had to be kept in, as they could not get 
through the door without a great squeeze. Had 
Mr. New just given the body a sudden push he 
would have heard the lapping of water distinctly 
and saved him the trouble of puncturing the ru¬ 
men. 

As to treatment, until the appetite fails I do next 
to nothing. Just tell the owner to watch her, be¬ 
cause if she is near oalving she may calve a good 
healthy calf; she will flood the place out with water, 
but that is all. As soon as she stops eating punc- 
ure at once. I used to tap them through vagina 
and os, but found it interfered with the delivery of 
the calf. Now I tap with a cattle trocar well down 
just under the flap of the flank. After taking off the 
fluid it is generally the second or third day before 
she shows signs of calving. The calf is dead, but 
except for light labour pains the case is generally an 
easy one. Of course she wants stimulants and tonics, 
with suitable feeding. 

My last case, in which I had to tap, was very 
much in the same condition as Mr. New describes) 
in fact she was in a state of collapse. She never 
resisted the entrance of the trocar, and for nearly an 
hour there was a constant flow of water as clear as 
prystal; no smell, and when you allowed it dry on 
your hands there was no stickiness. The owner put 
the quantity at over 30 gallons ; certainly I should 
say well over 20 gallons. The body gradually got 
less and less until she was like a greyhound, and al¬ 
together unlike the same animal. She brightened 
up as the body got less, and was eating hay before 
the fluid was all away. She kicked viciously when 
I attempted to pull out the oanula. Two days after 
I called and was just in time to find the feet and 
nose of the calf presented. Two of us pulled it 
away, and except for having to be cleansed three 
days after, and a few syringings with Lysol, by the 
owner, she did well. 
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Animals that have been dropsical do not breed 
well again. Of course the majority never get the 
chanoe, but I have known several breed after and 
never have a recurrence of the dropsy. 

The mare already mentioned got to an immense 
size, but kept eating. She got too big for shafts 
when half time in foal, and chains rubbed her badly, 
bo that she had to be thrown out of work. I had 
almost decided to operate when one morning the 
owner found the box Bwimming with water and 
a little half developed foal in it. As the owner said, 
at night she looked a mare in very fair condition; 
in the morning she was a walking skeleton. How¬ 
ever, she was lively enough ; soon gained flesh and 
got back to work. 

Wm. A. Campbell, m.r.c.v.s. 
Boroughbridge, Yorks. 


2. That the Fund should go to the Victoria Benevo¬ 
lent Fund for the relief of necessitous relatives of de¬ 
ceased veterinay surgeons. 

It was proposed by Capt. Rees-Mogg and seconded by 
Mr. Win. Roger Clarke that those suggestions should be 
accepted. This was agreed to. 

Prof. Wooldridge then proposed, Mr. W. Roger Clarke 
seconded and Mr. Hugh MacCormack supported, that 
a report should be be drawn up for the press by Prof. 
Macqueen and Mr. Henry Gray, giving the financial posi¬ 
tion of the Fund and suggesting alternative means of its 
disposal. This was agreed to. 

An account of £9 15 0 presented by Messrs. H. & W. 
Brown, 20 Fulham Road, S.W. for the cost of preparing 
and erecting a brass mural tablet in memory of the late 
William Hunting in the Council Chamber of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Sugreons. It was agreed that 
payment be made forthwith. 

Financial Position of the Fund. 

Receipts . £ s. d 


THE HUNTING MEMORIAL FUND. 

A General Meeting of the Committee of the Hunting 
Memorial Fund will be held. at the Royal College or 
Veterinary Surgeons, 10 Red Lion Square, W.C. 1, im¬ 
mediately after the Annual General Meeting of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, on Tuesday, June 1st, 
1920, when it is proposed to close and dispose of the 
Fund in a manner agreeable to the wishes of the sub¬ 
scribers. It is hoped that all those who are interested 
will make it convenient to attend. 

Jambs Macqueen, Chairman. 

May 22, 1920. Henry Gray, Hon. Sec. and Treas. 


Total amount of Subscriptions received from 

Nov. 13th, 1913 403 11 6 

War Loans Interest from Dec. 2nd, 1915, to 
2nd, 1919, after Income Tax had been 
deducted . 49 19 8 

Remission of charges on Scottish and Irish 

cheques 5 3 

£453 16 5 


Hunting Memorial Fund. 

The fifth meeting of the Sub-committee of the Fund 
took place at the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
10 Red Lion Square, W.C. 1, on Tuesday, February 20th, 
1920. 

There were present—Professors James Macqueen 
(Chairman) and Wooldridge, Captain Rees-Mogg, 1st 
Life Guards and Messrs. W. Roger Clarke, Joseph 
Emerton, Hugh MacCormack and Henry Gray (Hon 
Sec . and Treas.) 

The Minutes of the last (Fourth, July 5th, 1915) 
meeting of the Sub-committee were read and confirmed. 
A letter was read from Miss Hunting thanking the 
Committee for all that had been done for her brother 
and herself, and also for the commemoration of her 
father—the late William Hunting, and acknowledging 
the receipt of letter from Treasury and also the docu 
moots relating to the purchase of extra ground, etc. 

Letters from Captain Rees-Mogg and Mr. Joseph 
Emerton were also read. A statement as to the financial 
position of the Fund up-to-date was presented by the 
Hon. Treasurer. 

It was proposed by Prof. Wooldridge and seconded by 
Mr. W. Roger Clarke that the second financial report be 
adopted. This was agreed to. Suggestions were then 
maae as to the disposal of the Fund. 

It was Buggestea that the following alternative pro¬ 
positions should be submitted to the General Committee 
of the Fund at the next meeting at the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, 10 Rea Lion Square, W.C. 1 
immediately after the Annual General Meeting of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, on Tuesday, June 
1st, 1920. 

1. The creation of a lectureship, or some prize for 
students or graduates of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, to be administered by the National Veterinary 
Medical Association, in memory of the late William 
Hunting. 


Expenditure. £ 8. d. 

For £300 War Loan 4j% (ultimately con¬ 
verted to 5%) 298 7 11 

To Mr. William Buchanan for stone over the 
late Mr. William Hunting's grave in 
Putney Vale Cemetery 99 0 0 

„ Mr. Joseph Emerton forpurchase of extra 

ground in Putney Vale Cemetery 5 0 0 

„ Messrs. H. <fc W. Brown, 20 Fulham Road, 

S.W., for supplying and erecting Brass 
Mural Tablet in memory of the late 
William Hunting in Council Chamber 
of R.C.V.S. 9 15 0 

„ London City and Midland Bank Ltd., 

for cheque book . 2 6 

Mr. Fred Bullock for postage re Hunting 
Civil List Petition 10 4 

„ Postage on Circulars, Petition forms and 

Subscriptions 3 18 10 

„ Insurance Registration on War Loan 

Bonds for Conversion 2 0 

£417 11 ll 

Balance at Bankers 36 4 6 


£453 16 5 


There is therefore a balance of £36 4a 6cL and the 
Fund holds in addition £300 War Loan with accruing 
interest. As to the recovery of the deducted income tax 
that is a question that must be raised by those who will 
ultimately have to administer the Fund. 


ThiB Fund was, in order to establish some memorial to 
the late William Hunting, inaugurated on November 
13th, 1913. Prof. Macqueen was elected Chairman and 
Mr. Henry Gray, Secretary and Treasurer. 

It was decided to commence by erecting a monument 
upon Mr. Hunting's grave, and to purchase at once extra 
ground for that purpose. What further steps were to be 
taken was te be decided later. A students' prize com- 
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petition and an annual lectureship were both suggested 
as fitting memorials. The Qeneral Committee of the 
Fund was then constituted as follows The Presidents 
and Secretaries of all existing Veterinary Societies in the 
British Empire ; the members of Council of the 
R.C.V.S.; the Principals and Professors of all the British 
and Colonial Veterinary Schools ; all Veterinary officers 
of Board of Agriculture and of the Department of Agri¬ 
culture and Technical Instruction of Ireland ; all officers 
of the Army Veterinary Service at home and abroad ; 
and all officers of the Indian Civil Veterinary Depart¬ 
ment. An acting sub committee—five to form a quorum 
—was then elected as follows :—Profs. Macqueen and 
Wooldridge, Sir JohnM‘Fadyean, Sir Stewart Stockman, 
Maj.-Gen. Fred. Smith, Capt. Rees-Mogg, Messrs R. C. 
Irving, Joseph Emerton, Hugh Begg, W. Roger Clarke, 
E. Wallis Hoare, H. A. MacCormack and Henry Gray. 

The second meeting of the sub-committee took place on 
December 12th, 1913, when Mr. Joseph Emerton report¬ 
ed the purchase of extra ground at the cost of £5 and as 
soon as the certificate was obtained for same a transfer 
would be made to Miss Hunting. Sir John M‘Fadyean 
proposed and Mr. R. C. Irving seconded that a circular 
letter as drafted be sent to the members of the General 
Committee. This wa9 agreed to. Capt. Rees-Mogg 
wrote stating that he had made a personal appeal to the 
whole of the officers of the A.V.S. at home and abroad 
for subscriptions. 

The first meeting of the General Committee was held 
on January 9th, 1914, when Prof. Macqueen stated that 
up to that date £153 18s, 0. had been received. After 
some discussion it was suggested by Mr. R. C. Trigger 
that it might be advisable m case of necessity to invest 
the money in some trust and at the death of the bene- 
ficiaires it should revert to the profession for the estab¬ 
lishment of a permanent Hunting Memorial. It was 
considered proper to approach the Treasury for a Civil 
List Pension for the Hunting family, and generally hope¬ 
ful as to its success, as Wm. Hunting had some claim on 
the State to public recognition of his services to veteri¬ 
nary sanitary scienee and public hygiene, especially in 
the question of glanders in horses and in man. 

The third meeting of the sub-committee took place on 
February 20th, 1914, when it was considered what form 
the Petition for Civil List Pension to the First Lord of 
the Treasury for the Hunting family should take. Mr. 
Geo. Thatcher, Solicitor to R.C.V.S. kindly presented a 
draft, and after some discussion it was agreed upon. It 
was then considered who should be asked to sign the 
petition and a short list of names was drawn up. 

The fourth meeting of sub-committee was held on July 
5th, 1915, when Mr. Geo. Thatcher, Solicitor, R.C.V.S., 
reported that he had presented the petition to the First 
Lord of the Treasury. The letter sent by the direction 
of the Prime Minister to Miss Hunting announcing that 
the King had granted her brother and herself a Civil 
List Pension of £50 per annum was read. Miss Hunt¬ 
ing wrote thanking the Committee for all the trouble 
they had taken to obtain this pension for her brother, 
Mr. F. C. Hunting and herself. Mr. Joseph Emerton 
reported that he had procured the extra ground for £5 
and had discharged all law expenses out of his own 
pocket; he then handed over the certificate and receipts 
connected with the purchase of the ground and its trans¬ 
ference. [These have since been handed over to'Miss 
Hunting, who has acknowledged the receipt of them.] 
An estimate from Mr. W. E. Buchanan, Monumental 
mason, Wandsworth Common, S.W., who submitted a 
design for proposed tombstone, was considered and ac¬ 
cepted. Up to June 30tb, 1915 £373 12s. had been re¬ 
ceived as subscriptions to the Fund. 

Mr. George Thatcher, Solicitor^ R.C.V.S. who drafted, 
prepared and presented the petition for Civil List Pen¬ 
sion and Messrs. H. and W. Brown, 20 Fulham Road, 


S.W., who printed the circulars, petition forms and en- 
| velopes, made no charge for services rendered or material 
supplied. 

Messrs. Hugh Begg and William Woods were appoint¬ 
ed auditors, and after examination of the accounts and 
books signed the balance sheet. 

The second General Committee meeting took place on 
July 6th, 1915, when it was decided to publish the report 
of the. Hon. Secretary and Treasurer together with the 
balance sheet in veterinary press (vide Veterinary Record 
and Veterinary News , July 31st, 1915) and that the 
Fund should be kept oqen sine die. 

It was agreed that the recommendation of the sub¬ 
committee as to design and estimate of the gravestone in 
memory of the late William Hunting be accepted ; also 
that the bankers holding the Fund be instructed to pur¬ 
chase £300 new War Loan and hold the bonds to bearer 
on behalf of the Fund. As the meeting was not repre¬ 
sentative enough to determine the form the memorial 
should take, it was decided that this question should be 
postponed to a future meeting of the General Committee 
when it was to be hoped that a greater attendance would 
be present. 

It was thought fit to erect a memorial brass mural 
tablet on the wall immediately below the late William 
Hunting’s portrait, in the Council Chamber of the 
R.C.V.S. 

For a fuller detail of the progress of this Fund and the 
valuable services rendered by a number of gentlemen 
both within and without profession in the cause of a pe¬ 
tition for a Civil List Pension, refer to the papers men¬ 
tioned above. 


VETERINARY EDUCATION IN SOUTH AFRICA 
House of Parliament, Cafetown, South Africa. 

The Assembly, Tuesday, 20th April, 1920. 

Question XI. Mr. Papenfus—To ask the Minister of 
Education; 

(1) Whether the Minister is aware that the various 
Veterinary Associations in the Union have been amalga¬ 
mated under the title of South African Veterinary 
Association, and that said Association represents 96 per 
cent, of the members of the profession in South Africa; 

(2) Did the Minister, prior to the formation of a 
Veterinary Faculty, consult the aforesaid Association ; 
and if not, why not; 

(3) If the previous question be answered in the nega¬ 
tive, will the Minister instruct that in future matters re¬ 
lating to the veterinary profession, including the proposed 
curricula, be referred to the South African Veterinary 
Association for their views and recommendation, prior 
to any decision being taken ; 

(4) Will the Minister define the duties of the recently 
appointed Director of Veterinanr Education ; 

(5) Does the Minister similarly propose to establish an 
office of Director of Medical Education and office of 
Director of Legal Education ; and, if not, why is the 
differentiation made. 

(6) What is the estimated cost to the State of each 
student qualifying as a veterinary surgeon in South 
Africa, stating details as to how the amount is arrived at; 

(7) What is the estimated cost to the State of students 
sent oversea to qualify as veterinary surgeons ; and 

(8) What is the estimated total annual cost to the 
State of a Veterinary Faculty, and how is the amount 
made up.] 

Reply: 

(1) To the best of my knowledge this is correct. 

(2) The committee that I consulted on Veterinary 
Education comprised Sir Arnold Theiler, k.c.m.g., Mr. 
Montgomery, Director of Veterinary Research, Mr. Gray, 
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Principal Veterinary Surgeon and Mr. Vilioen, Professor 
of Vererinary Science at the Transvaal University Col¬ 
lege, and in view of the professional standing of these 
gentlemen and of the greater portion of the veterinary 
surgeons in the country being in Government Service. I 
did not consider it necessary to consult the South Afri¬ 
can Veterinary Association as such, though in effect this 
was done as I understand all;the gentlemen whose names 
1 have mentioned are members of it. 

(3) Whilst not prepared to give an unqualified under¬ 
taking to consult the Association in all matters relating 
to Veterinary Education, I shall be prepared to carefully 
consider any recommendation they may make. 

(4) The Director of Veterinary Education will be re¬ 
sponsible for the portion of the education of students in 
Veterinary Science given at Onderstepoort and he will 
also be Dean of the Faculty of Veterinary Science in the 
University of South Africa and so be in charge of Vet¬ 
erinary Education generally; the same officer will also 
act as the Chief of the Division of Veterinary Research. 

(5) As the Government is not concerned in the train¬ 
ing of doctors or lawyers the necessity for directors of 
those studies does not'arise. 

(6 & 8) It is almost impossible to give the details 
asked for at present as Veterinary Education will be 
provided jointly by the Universities, who will include 
certain portions of it in their science curricula, and part¬ 
ly at Onderstepoort, where it will be dealt with by offi¬ 
cers who are also engaged in research. The number of 
students attending the courses will also influence the 
cost per head, but I am convinced the training of veteri- 
nury surgeons will be better and, in the long run, more 
economically dealt with in this country than abroad,'and 
in any case, whether the students are few or many, there 
will be no waste as far as th3 staff is concerned, as any 
officer who is not fully engaged in education will be em¬ 
ployed in research for which there is abundant scope. 

(7) The scholarships given to young men to study 
Veterinary Science abroad were originally £200 for four 
years ; a few years ago they were reduced to £150 per 
annum, which, as a matter of fact, does not nearly defray 
the cost of travelling to and from Europe and of living 
and education there. 


NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

The Central Division (London). 

A General meeting of the Central Veterinary Society 
was held at 10 Red Lien Square, W.C., on Thursday, 
May 6th, at 7 p.m., Mr. J. Basil Buxton, President, in the 
chair. 

The following members signed the attendance book *.— 
Messrs. J. W. McIntosh, C. H. Sheather, W. R. Clarke, 
A. E. Willett, W. R. Davis, E. L. Stroud, W. N. Thomp¬ 
son. J. Rowe, F. G. Samson, H. D. Jones, F. G. Buxton, 
J. Buxton, J. F. Macdonald, R. Bryden, P. W D. Smith, 
R. J. Foreman, H. E. D. Whitemore, O. S. Broad hurst, 

F. H. Stainton, H. King, H. C. P. King, F. W. Willett, 

G. W. Locking, R. Eaglesham, R. C. Irving, A. E Goat¬ 
ling, R. B. Cockerton, J. Willett, W 8. King, W. Peny- 
man, H. J Parkin, Vety. Capt. O. Rees-Mogg, Profs. E. 
Bravley Reynolds, and G. H. Wooldridge, and Hugh 
A. MacCormack. Hon. Secretary. Visitor: Mr. H. R. 
Allen. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were not read, 
as they had not all been received by the Secretary. 

ThejSECRETARY announced that letters regretting their 
inability to attend the meeting had been received from 
the followingMessrs. F. Hobday. P. J. Simpson, G. 
W. Dunkin, J. T. Angwin, P. C. Woolston, W. S. Mulvey, 
F. W. Chamberlain. 


New Member . Capt H. E. Whitemore, m.r.c.y.8., 
“ Dornik,” Bridge Road, Epson, proposed by Prof. Wool¬ 
dridge, seconded by the Secretary, was unanimously elec¬ 
ted a Fellow of the Society. 

Peace Medal. 

The President said they would take next the item on 
the Agenda —To receive a report re Peace Medal. The 
Committee which had been appointed to deal with the 
subject recommended : “ That medals be struck to com- 
menorate the Allied victory in the Great War, subject to 
the following conditions :—These medals shall be called 
The Central Veterinary Society, London, Victrry Medals. 
The medals shall be : 1st, gold ; 2nd, silver. In the 
event of two candidates being equal first there shall be 
two gold medals and no silver medal. In the event of 
two] candidates being equal second there shall be one 
gold and two silver medals. The medals shall be award¬ 
ed to candidates who have graduated at any of the affili¬ 
ated veterinary colleges during the year coinciding with 
the financial year of the Society, namely October 1st to 
September 30th of the succeeding year. The award shall 
be made on the marks given by the Board of Examiners 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons for the final 
year class D examination, or according to any scheme 
subsequently decided upon by the Central Veterinary 
Society.” The Committee recommended that the first 
award should be made in respect of the session ending 
September 30th, 1919. The Committee was also asked 
to submit a design for the medals, together with some 
idea of their cost. They estimated that the initial cost 
for the die would be probably less than £10, and the cost 
of the medals about £7. Several designs were submit¬ 
ted to them, only one of which was considered to be at 
all suitable. The medal, together with a copy of the in¬ 
scription were passed round, and comments were in¬ 
vited. 

Prof. Reynolds said that when the question of insti¬ 
tuting a Victory medal wasjdiscussed before, he suggested 
that if a student had failed at an examination he should 
not be allowed to take a medal if he should happen to 
score the highest number of marks at the next examina¬ 
tion. If a student had failed in the final year examina¬ 
tion he should be disqualified. He wished to move an 
amendment to that effect. 

Mr. McIntosh supported the amendment He 
thought the point was an important one, and should be 
embodied in the rules. 

The amendment “ That failure to satisfy the examiners 
at any previous examination in Class D should render 
the student ineligible for the medal" was then put by the 
President, and carried withs one dissentient. 

Mr. Samson proposed that the design recommended 
by the Committee be accepted. Mr. Rowe seconded the 
motion. Carried unanimously. 

Mr. McIntosh proposed that the rules recommended 
by the Committee with the addition proposed by Prof. 
Reynolds, be accepted. Mr. Davis seconded the motion. 
Carried unanimously. 

Chloroform Anaesthesia in the Horse. 

[The paper appeared last week, p. 544.] 

Prof. E. Brayley Reynolds also exhibited specimens of 
the attachments described. 

Discussion. 

The President said they had had the privilege of 
listening to a paper which had obviously been prepared 
with great care by an expert, on a subject which was of 
interest to all of them. He hoped that a lively discussion 
would result. 

Prof. Wooldridge, in opening the discussion, said 
that what would probably impress the fellows most was 
the muzzle which had been exhibited, the evolution of 
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which was due to Prof. Reynold’s ingenuity. He had 
had the opportunity of using that muzzle on a number 
of occasions, and had no hesitation in saying that it was 
by far the best type of muzzle for producing anaesthesia 
in horses that he had ever used, both from the point of 
view of control and the ease with which the chloroform 
could be administered. It also ensured economy in 
chloroform, which was an important matter at the pre¬ 
sent time when one had a number of horses to anaesthetise. 
The principle of the muzzle, as prof. Reynolds was aware, 
was not exactly new, inasmuch as muzzles with valves 
were introduced some years ago by continental practi¬ 
tioners ; but in those instances the muzzles themselves 
were made of metal with mica flaps, so that if the horse 
was at all troublesome they were likely to get broken, 
and in addition there was a danger of injuring the horse’s 
nose. Therefore although the main principle was not 
new, its application and adaptation by Prof. Reynolds 
was quite new and very excellent. 

There* were one or two things in the paper with which 
he was not in complete agreement, although he agreed 
with the author in the main. He gathered that Prof. 
Reynolds depreciated the use of prussic acid as an anti¬ 
dote to over-chloroform narcosis, and did not think it 
as useful as some other things, particularly atropine. 
Personally, he disagreed with that view ; he thought that 
prussic acid as an antidote to over-chloroform narcosis 
was by far the best, most rapid and most easily-admini¬ 
stered substance obtainable. 

The lecturer gave them to understand that the main 
danger of over-chloroform narcosis lay with the nerve 
terminals in the heart, and that therefore the chief 
antidote to it must be directed towards the stimulation 
of those nerve terminals, or as he put it the paralysis 
of them, to prevent their response to the chloroform. 
He himself was not of that opinion; he thought the 
principle danger in the case of an animal which was not 
affected with any cardiac disease was respiratory, and 
that death occurred in the vast majority of cases not 
through a primary cardiac failure at all but through a 
primary respiratory failure. That was shown to be the 
case by the fact that in a very large number of cases the 
heart would actually be found to be beating for some 
minutes—sometimes for as much as ten minutes—after 
respiration has ceased. If soon after respiration had 
ceased one could administer something which would 
stimulate the over-depressed respiratory centres respira¬ 
tion would be-resumed. On those grounds, and from 
his clinical experience with prussic acid, he asserted 
that where an animal to begin with had a good heart 
prussic acid was by far the best antidote to employ. In 
nearly every instance where death had occurred suddenly 
under chloroform amesthesia and he had been able to 
make a post-mortem examination he had found lesions 
of the heart, sometimes valvular, sometimes pericardial. 

Professor Reynold’sexplanation of the sudden cessation 
of respiration and relapse into chloroform anaesthesia 
which sometimes occurred after the muzzle had been re¬ 
moved and the administration of chloroform discontinued 
was an excellent one, but there was a very much simpler 
and more probable explanation of the phenomenon. 
That was that during the administration of chloroform 
in such cases there had been a gradual accumulation of 
chloroform vapour in the deeper bronchi and in the 
bronchial tubes in general. When the muzzle was re¬ 
moved and a freer inhalation permitted a sudden absorp¬ 
tion of a large quantity of chloroform at once took place, 
bringing about an actual return tochloroform anaesthesia. 
If the amount of chloroform in the bronchi or bronchial 
tubes was excessive, chloroform narcosis or over-narcosis 
might be brought about, resulting in sudden cessation of 
respiration, and death. He thought that was a simpler 
ana more probable explanation than that given by Prof. 
Reynolds, although the latter was certainly a logical one. 


I 

With regard to the administration of chloroform stand¬ 
ing, he thought most of the members present had prob - 
ably used that method occasionally. He himself had 
used it in a large number of cases, but he did not like it. 
He agreed with Prof. Reynolds that in most cases the 
best method was to administer the chloroform after the 
animal had been cast. The lecturer had further stated 
that a large amount of open space was necessary for the 
standing method. That view was commonly held, but 
incorrect. His friend Mr. Male, of Reading, was accus¬ 
tomed to administer chloroform in the standing position 
in a very limited space. His method was to secure the 
horse with a strong rope passed through a ring in the 
wall and fastened with one twist—it was not tied—and 
a man stood a yard or two away and held the end of the 
rope. By that means the horse was drawn close up to 
the wall. When the chloroform was applied the horse 
might struggle slightly at first, but that soon stopped. 
If the animsu got at all fractious—and Mr. Male informed 
him they very rarely did—it could very easily be released, 
and the man who was holding the rope was well out of 
its way. Although chloroform had been administered 
in that way on numerous occasions no dangerous signs 
had ever been seen, and no accidents had occurred. The 
Roberts muzzle was one of the early types recommended 
for giving chloroform in the standing position, but he 
agreed with Prof. Reynolds that a worse form of muzzle 
could hardly be found. It was closed at the end except 
for a small hole, into which a bung was fitted, and when 
the sponge had been inserted the bung was inserted and 
the horse could not breathe. Violent inspiratory efforts 
were made, and the animal was seriously incommoded. 
With the Roberts muzzle, also, the horse much more 
frequently knocked himself about than when he could 
et a supply of air. When be first used that method he 
ad a lot of trouble with the animals, and thought it 
must be due to some fault of his own. He went to the 
late Mr. Roberts, who said : “It must be. I will show 
ou how to do it; the horse simply dozes off and down 
e goes when you give him a bit of a push.” He brought 
a cob out which he kept for demonstration purposes to 
show how it should be done, but personally ne had 
never seen a more acrobatic performance in his life. 
Mr. Roberts said he could not understand it, and brought 
out a second cob, but the same* thing happened again. 
The only conclusion to draw was that the eulogistic 
statements which had been frequently made about the 
method were not borne out by facts. There was no 
doubt that in some instances the operation went off as 
well as it was said to do by the enthusiasts, but in spite 
of that it was not a method he should recommend if cir¬ 
cumstances permitted the previous casting of horses. 
For standing administration he preferred Nelders pattern. 

Upon releasing horses after chloroform narcosis, there 
was one point of importance that Professor Reynolds had 
not mentioned. In his experience, if a horse had been 
lying on one side for any length of time before the com¬ 
pletion of the operation, itjwould get up more readily if, 
before the hobbles were removed, it was turned over on 
the other side. He did not know the reason of that, 
but had learned it by experience. One of the complica¬ 
tions, or sequels, of chloroform narcosis was pneumonia. 
Professor Reynolds stated that pneumonia did not often 
supervene after chloroform narcosis, and that was con¬ 
firmed by his own experience; but it was a curious 
thing that in America it was very much dreaded and of 
frequent occurrence. Prof. W. L. Williams, of Cornell, 
tola him that in many cases pneumonia supervened, ana 
that it was most dreaded in America; there was little 
danger from the chloroform itself, but the frequency 
with which pneumonia followed made them hesitate to 
give chloroform. That made one wonder whether there 
was any actual irritant present in the chloroform used in 
America which had been eliminated from that supplied on 
this side of the Atlantic. 
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In conclusion he desired to thank Professor Reynolds 
for his extremely interemely interesting and instructive 
paper. 

Capt. H. E. Whitbmore said he had had considerable 
experience of chloroforming horses in France, and had 
treated some 2,000 animals in that way, using the Cox’s 
muzzle almost exclusively. With all those cases he could 
only remember two fatalities. The method adopted was 
the one which Professor Reynolds had described, i.e. y the 
head was wrapped up in a rug to exclude as much air as 
possible. He agreed with Prof. Wooldridge in thinking 
that the relapse into chloroform anaesthesia which some¬ 
times took place after the muzzle had been removed was 
due to excess of chloroform vapour in the lungB which, 
owing to the inrush of fresh air, became absorbed more 
rapidly than one bargained for. One sequel which had 
not been mentioned was catarrh. Catarrh very frequent¬ 
ly followed the administration of chloroform, and it was 
sometimes rather difficult to get rid of. He would like 
to know about what duration the lecturer was referring 
to when he mentioned the “ short period of time ” which 
operations under chloroform usually occupied. 

Mr. W. R. Davis said he was sure all the fellows were 
very grateful to Prof. Reynolds for giving them such an 
excellent paper and for exhibiting the appliances he used 
for administering chloroform. He could not help being 
struck by what was said concerning the necessity of 
having expert assistance in the administration of chloro¬ 
form. On most of the occasions when he had to admini¬ 
ster chloroform he had to depend on farmers or others 
for assistance; he had hardly ever been able to obtain 
the assistance of a colleague. Of course, he had always 
put the horse under anaesthesia himself, but the continu¬ 
ance of the treatment he had left to someone on the 
farm. He had long ago come to the conclusion that 
there was very little risk in giving chloroform if the nar¬ 
cosis was not allowed to become too deep. For instance, 
he had given it scores of times to mares which had diffi¬ 
culty in foaling, and in spite of what Prof. Reynolds had 
said he should never have the slightest hesitation in 

^ it without any expert assistance whatever. The 
me he had given chloroform, years ago, was for the 
performance of a neurectomy. At that time he was not 
very smart at the operation ; he had two men to assist 
in keeping up the anaesthesia, the operation was pro¬ 
longed the patient was deeply narcotised, much chloro¬ 
form was used, but all turned out well. All the time he 
kept an anxious eye on the movements of the ribs, and 
was thankful when the muzzle was removed. He re¬ 
membered once giving chloroform in a foaling case where 
a mare had twin foals, both in the passage at once. The 
mare was very deeply narcotised and the operation was 
very prolonged. The mare was given a very large quan¬ 
tity of chloroform, which was not administered by an 
expert, but her recovery took place soon after the foals 
were got out. The animal was under chloroform for If 
hours or more. In ordinary farmyard operations lie 
never had any fear of bad.results ; he had always recom¬ 
mended chloroform when any painful operation had to 
be done, and he thought no one need dread it if they fol¬ 
lowed what Prof. Reynolds had said and carefully 
watched the respiration. If the respiration was going on 
regularly it was all right. The time of danger was the 
first few minutes of administration, therefore the veteri¬ 
nary surgeon should himself always give the initial dOBe 
and watch the effect until narcosis was complete. He 
had formerly employed a Cox’s muzzle, but now used 
Nelder’s and had found it very efficacious. He had 
always been afraid to try giving it to a horse standing, 
and had no intention of doing so. 

Mr. W. Perryman congratulated Prof. Reynolds on 
the. muzzle he had invented, which he thought was most 
practical and serviceable, more so than any other he had 
ever seen. Personally, he had always used Cox’s muzzle, 


but he had never been so satisfied about giving chloro¬ 
form with that muzzle as he should like to be. The 
lecturer had explained very lucidly the failure of the 
Cox’s muzzle due to the opening at the top in the region 
of the palate, and he thought that the pad arrangement 
in the muzzle which had been exhibited was a very use¬ 
ful one and would probably overcome many of the diffi¬ 
culties which had been experienced previously in giving 
chloroform. The method of smothering the head up 
always seemed to him a barbarous procedure. The muz¬ 
zle Prof. Reynolds had shown seemed to be the very 
thing they wanted, and he hoped before long to have the 
privilege of using it. He had often noticed—and it had 
been a source of wonder to him—that when, very often, 
a horse had been a long time getting into a state of 
aniesthesia,after the muzzle was removed it went off to 
sleep. He did not know the reason of that, but person¬ 
ally he preferred Prof. Wooldridge’s explanation to the 
one put forward by Prof. Reynolds. He had had cases 
of catarrh after chloroform, and also catarrhal pneu¬ 
monia. He had a most remarkable case some few years 
ago. He had castrated a rather troublesome stallion, 
and had congratulated himself that the operation had 
gone off well. The horse did well at first, but on the 
second day it started blowing as if it wore broken-winded. 
He had a most uncomfortable and anxious 24 hours, as 
the horse seemed to be very bad, but it quieted down 
after a day or two, and he had passed it at work in the 
street that week. It had never shown any sign of the 
condition of blowing since. He thought it might have 
been due to some irritation of the nerve terminals in the 
lungs, and would like to know if Prof. Reynolds had ever 
come across a case of the kind ; personally, he had never 
seen it before and hoped he would never see it again. 

Mr. H. D. Jones congratulated Prof. Reynolds on his 
paper and on the muzzle he had devised, which he 
thought was excellent. He hoped he would get it 
tented, put it on the market, and make his fortune, 
cause all of those present at the meeting that night 
ought certainly to try one. His only experience of the 
standing method haa been unsatisfactory, and he did not 
intend try it again ! For some time past he had used 
an ordinary canvas nose-bag,which he was afraid was not 
a very scientific method. However, as Prof. Reynolds 
had said, none of the operations took a very long time, 
and probably that was the explanation of why there were 
so few fatalities. He did not think he would care to use 
the nose-bag method if the operation was going to last 
two or three hours, because it was difficult to regulate 
the supply of chloroform. He thought the more one 
used chloroform the more one saw the benefits of it. He 
had so got in the way of using it that even in small 
operations which a few years ago he would have done 
standing he now used chloroform. It was better both 
for the animal and the operator. 

On the motion of Mr. Sheather, it was decided to 
postpone the discussion to the next meeting. 

Other Business. 

Mr. Davis said he hoped every member of the Society 
would do his best to influence the Members of Parlia¬ 
ment for their constituencies to assist in the passing of 
the Veterinary Surgeons Amendment Act when it came 
up for report and third reading in June. Personally, he 
was going to write to three Members of Parliament in 
his own district, but unfortunately the Member who was 
most active in opposing it, General Colvin, was the 
member for his constituency and also one of his clients. 

The President supported Mr. Davis’s appeal. He 
hoped the members would use their influence, not only 
in the manner which had been suggested, but in every 
possible way, to secure the passing of the Act. 

Hugh A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 
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MIDLAND COUNTIES DIVISION. 

The quarterly meeting of the Midland Counties 
Veterinary Medical Association was held at Rugby on 
May 11. The President (Mr. R. H. H. Over) invited the 
members and friends to luncheon at the Conservative 
Club, and at the close of an admirable repast the toast 
of his health was proposed in felicitous terms by Mr. 
John Malcolm, who said it was a pleasure to come to a 
town where a veterinary surgeon is held in such high 
esteem as Mr. Over is at Rugby. 

The President suitably responded, and proposed the 
health of the visitors, coupling with the toast the names 
of Col. C. B. Harris, d.s.o., and Mr. Lewis Loverock. 
Mr. Alfred Over, the President’s uncle, who shared the 
duties of host, was also called upon to say a few words. 
It was said of him by Mr. Malcolm that he had been 55 
years a member of the profession, and is the oldest 
member of this Association. 

The attendance at the meeting was considered satis¬ 
factory for the time of the year. In addition to the 
President and his uncle, there were also present the 
following members Messrs. J. Malcolm, B. DeVine, 
E. O’Neill, S. M. Woodward, Birmingham ; R. C. 
Trigger, Newcastle-under-Lyme ; J.Bainbridge, Welling¬ 
borough ; J. J. Burchnall, Barrow on-Soar; J. W. 
Conchie, Kidderminster ; R. L. Green, Dudley ; T. H. 
HobsoD, H. Thornton, Leicester ; A. W. Findley, Kine- 
ton; J. A. Powley, Sutton Coldfield ; J. Cormack, 
Coventry ; L. W Heelis, Solihull; H. S. Reynolds, 
Daventry ; F. L. Gooch, Stamford ; C. Hunting, Lough¬ 
borough : and the Hon. Sec., Mr. H. J. Dawes, West 
Bromwich. The visitors present were Col. C. B. Harris, 

D. 8.0., Mr. Lewis Loverock, Mr. A. T. Finch, Rugby, and 
Mr. W. Blackwell, Towcester. 

Apologies for absence were received from Sir John 
M'Fadyean, Sir Stewart Stockman, Profs. Macqueen and 
Penberthy, Messrs. W. J. Dale, W. T. Olver, D. R. 
Hoddinott, W. J. Tart, J. R. A. Jonee, P. C. Woolston, 
H. W. Stevens, F. Hobday, G. F. Prickett, T. Spencer, 
J. Martin, M. Sadler, T. J. Brain, J. C. Deville, A. Crofts, 
B. Seeker, L. C. Tipper, F. B. O. Taylor, H. Fairer, 

E. Ringer, H. Yeomans, C. Byner, H. B. Hiles, M. Tailby, 
T. Hughes, W. E. Ison, J. T. Whyte, E. Hall, T. Thom¬ 
son, T. D. Martin, R. L. C. Forrest, R. Clunas, H. A. 
Turner, P. Lindsay, T. Slipper, J.T. Allen, A.B. Forsyth, 

F. V. Steward, W. Trigger, R. L. Phillips. H. E. Powell, 
R. Hughes, C. F. Parsons, E. R. Holme, E. R. Woodcock, 
W. H. Brooke, D. Forwell, W. Beddard, J. A. Connell, 
R. B. Palmer, R. Cockburn, C. Ji Clifford, E. Dayus. 

F. T. Prince, T. H. L. Duckworth, H. W. Dawes, F. 
Chambers, W. Grasby, and others. 

The Veterinary Surgeons Act Amendment Bill 

Arising out of the minutes of a special meeting of the 
Council, the Hon. Sec. reported upon the result of a 
deputation, consisting of Mr. J. Malcolm and himself, 
which waited upon Mr. Neville Chamberlain in refer¬ 
ence to the Veterinary Surgeons Act Amendment Bill, 
now before Parliament. It had already passed the 
Second Reading and was now before a Standing Com¬ 
mittee of the House. The deputation were very cordially 
received by Mr. Chamberlain, who was a member of that 
Committee, and after hearing what the deputation had 
to say he promised to support the measure. It could 
not be too clearly understood, continued the Hon. Sec., 
that the Bill did not affect the present status of the 
unqualified practitioner, but it promised to improve the 
position of tne Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons by 
making an annual subscription of one guinea compulsory 
upon members. The College was at present very much 
handicapped by want of funds. Incidentally, the Hon. 
Sec. read a letter from the Secretary of the College con¬ 
veying the thanks of the Council to this Association, 


and particularly to the deputation referred to, for the 
valuable assistance they had rendered the promoters of 
the Bill. 

After a few remarks from Mr. Malcolm, the other 
member oi the deputation, who appealed to every veter¬ 
inary surgeon to use his influence with his Member of 
Parliament to get him to support the Bill. 

Mr. Trigger, as an old member of the Council, desired 
to express his apreciation of the action taken by this 
Association through its Council. It was a great thing 
to have secured the support of an influential Parlia¬ 
mentarian like Mr. Neville Chamberlain. What Mr. 
Dawes had said regarding the finances of the College 
was only too true. Their former sources of revenue had 
fallen away, and except for the voluntary subscriptions 
of certain members of the profession they would have 
been bankrupt long ago. Tne examinations for instance, 
which used to bring in a considerable sum annually, 
were now being conducted at an actual loss, whilst their 
expenses in other directions had increased tremendously. 
Mr. Trigger gave some interesting details of the efforts 
that were being made to get the Bill through. He had 
represented this Association on the Council for 30 years 
and was looking forward to the time when he might 
make way for younger men, but he hoped to remain on 
the administrative Dody until the present financial 
nightmare had passed away. 

Nominations and Elections. The Hon. Sec. nomina¬ 
ted for membership of the Association, Mr. Wm. E. 
Blackwell, of Towcester, who will come up for election 
at the next meeting. 

On the motion ot the Hon. Sec. the following gentle¬ 
men, duly nominated at the previous meeting, were 
elected members of the Association:- Mr. T. D. M. 
Martin, of Wellington (Salop), Mr. James Robertson, of 
Stourbridge, and Mr. P. T. Lindsey, of Tam worth. 

The late Mr. H. S. Newton. 

Mr. Heelis referred to the recent death of Mr. H. S. 
Newton, formerly of Stone (Staffs) who had lately been 
practising at Derby. He said Mr. Newton was an old 
and esteemed member of this Association, who served 
his country in the war and whose health had suffered in 
consequence. He moved that a letter of condolence be 
forwarded to Mrs. Newton and the family, in the name 
of the Association. 

This was seconded by Mr. DeVine and carried. 

THE PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 

The President, Mr. R. H. H. Over, m.r.c.v.s., said : I 
look upon the preparation of a Presidential address as 
rather embarrassing. The address is not open to discus¬ 
sion and thereby loses a certain amount of interest, whilst 
for the same reason the author is not expected to intro¬ 
duce any matters of controversial character. It is now 
I believe, about 25 years since I joined this Associasion, 
and I am pleased to say I have never had cause to regret 
it. I have endeavoured to attend most of the meetings 
and I have never come away without having learned 
something useful, not only to myself, but what is perhaps 
of equal u not of more importance, to my patients also. 
The practical tips which frequently come out in discus¬ 
sion are alone well worth the time expended in coming to 
these meetings. I have also had the honour on two oc- 
cassions of reading papers before the Association, once 
at Worcester, and once at a previous meeting held at 
Rugby, and for the encouragement of our younger mem¬ 
bers I may say that the time and trouble entailed in pre¬ 
paring a paper is well repaid by the special knowledge 
of the subject gained ana the pleasure it gives, or should 
give, to the other members. 

At no time in the history of the nrofession has it been 
more necessary for its members to be united than at the 
present moment, and there is nothing that tends to our 
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unity more than the opportunity that this and kindred 
societies offer to members at their meetings. To meet 
and to know fellow practitioners through the medium of 
a friendly debate is to engender a feeling of respect for 
the opinions of others, which the man who ploughs his 
way through life in solitary egotism can never realise. 
It is well to remember that we are numerically a small 
profession, and that in consequence, even when united, 
our voice is so small that we have great difficulty in mak¬ 
ing our wants known or in getting our grievances re¬ 
dressed Disunited, we should be hopeless. We even 
find that at the present moment there is a strong force 
of unqualified men striving hard to wreck the Veterinanr 
Surgeons’ Amendment Bill now before Parliament, al¬ 
though that Bill does not ask for any increased powers 
affecting any person outside the profession. It is my 
sincere nope that this Bill may be passed without further 
amendment, and thereby give our College that pecuniary 
assistance which is so earnestly required, if the interests 
of the profession are to be looked after satisfactorily. 

I should very much like to see a central body to which 
all the different associations could be linked up, so that 
when any emergency arises general action could betaken. 
This I believe, is one of the objects of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association, but owing to some cause 
or other it does not seem to answer the requirements in 
all particulars. I feel that a satisfactory solution of this 
point is necessary to the welfare of the profession. At 
the present moment, when any pressing question is be¬ 
fore the profession each association deeds with the mat¬ 
ter in its own way, and there is a delay and disagree¬ 
ment, chiefly through a want of proper co-ordination. 

The future of the profession in the country lies in two 
main branches—those employed directly by the State in 
civil, military or municipal capacities, and those in 
private practice, I am pleased to know that in this 
Association we have representatives of all those branches, 
and although sometimes the interests of one branch clash 
with those of another, those differences are more likely 
to be settled in an amicable and satisfactory way by a 
free interchange of opinions carried out under the aus¬ 
pices of one or other of these associations. Private 
practitioners, however, form the bulk of this Association, 
and their future is, I am afraid, not so well assured as 
the State departments. The reduction of horse power 
by motor power, the increased knowledge of stockowners, 
and the better hygienic conditions under which stock are 
kept, together with the greater knowledge in the scienti¬ 
fic means of preventing disease have seriously cut down 
the amount of work to be done in many practices. The 
expenses of running a country practice have at the same 
time increased by leaps and bounds, and the Fees now 
charged, although increased, fall far short of making up 
the deficiencies. 

1 thank you, gentlemen, for the patience with which 
you have listened to what I am afraid is a very meagre 
address, and I hope that during my year of office we 
shall have some good papers, practical demonstrations, 
and, what is of equal importance, good attendances with 
plenty of discussion. 


Mr. Trigger moved a hearty vote of thanks to the 
President for his address which was seoonded by Mr. 
Reynolds and carried unanimously, with the request that 
he allow it to be printed in the report of the proceedings. 
Report of Council. 

The Hon. Sec. submitted the minutes of a meeting 
held earlier in the day, which was as follows: 

Mr. R. Over presided at a meeting of the Council held 
on May 11th, when there were also present—Messrs. 
Malcolm, Gooch, Reynolds, Heelis, DeVine, Woodward, 
Cormack, and the Hon. Sec. 


Recommended that the next quarterly meeting be held 
at Birmingham and that Prof. Brayley Reynolds be 
asked to give a practical demonstration. 

A letter was read from Capt. G. S. Ark coll, of Leek 
inviting the purchase by this Association of a number 
of veterinary nooks and papers. Recommended, that as 
such a purchase would be of no benefit to this Associa¬ 
tion, which does not possess a library, Capt. Arkcoll be 
advised to address himself to the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 

On the motion of the President, seconded by Mr. A. 
Over, the report of the Council was adopted. 

Tuberculosis in the Horse. 

Mr. H. S. Reynolds produced some bones of the neck 
of a horse, and gave a history of the case. He said that 
on April 2nd last year, he was asked by an Insurance 
company to look at a mare, on which he gave a satis¬ 
factory report. The mare was valued at about £300. 
On April 30tb, he was requested to see the mare again, 
as she had cast her foal and retained the after birth. On 
bis arrival, he removed the after-birth and did what was 
necessary, when it was noticed that the mare was mov¬ 
ing stiffiy. Nothing much was thought of the matter at 
the time, but she was still going stiff a week later, when 
she also seemed to have some pain in her neck. All the 
time the mare was ill she had a normal temperature—no 
blowing, but unable to get her head down. He came to 
theconclusion that it was a case of tuberculosis of theneck 
bone. On June 20th he injected tuberculin with a nega¬ 
tive result. The case went on and the mare gradually 
got worse. She lost flesh, and could not get her head 
down at all. On August 10th he got permission to have 
the mare destroyed and he was asked to send the In¬ 
surance company a jtost-mortem report. lie examined 
every organ, first removing the skin, but he could detect 
nothing wrong anywhere. The only thing he could find 
was the trouble in the neck. He would like to know 
what really was the matter and for that purpose he had 
brought the neck bones to the meeting. If it was tuber¬ 
culosis, why was there no re action] He showed the 
bones to the consulting veterinary surgeon of the In¬ 
surance company and his comment was that “the case 
was very suggestive of tuberculosis.” 

The general opinion of the meeting was that Mr. 
Reynold’s mare was suffering from tuberculosis of the 
cervical vertebrae 

Mr. D. R. Hoddinott sent a photograph of a mal¬ 
formed calf, which unfortunately he was unable to have 
set up. It did not show the viscera, which were outside 
the calf. “An illustration of the same condition”, wrote 
Mr. Hoddinott, “is Bhown in Williams 1 Veterinary Ob¬ 
stetrics, Page 119.” 

Early Operations in Quittor. 

Mr. W. H. Brooke, unable to attend the meeting per¬ 
sonally, sent the following notes on the advisability of 
early operation (radical) in quittor:— 

I. have recently had two cases of quittor under notice, 
which have run, as to time, side by side, but with strik¬ 
ingly different results. 

Case 1. A heavy grey cart gelding. When first seen 
at the beginning of April had been failing for three weeks 
and had been worked for a week with a discharging 
wound at the coronet. There were scars in the region 
of the wound which told of previous trouble of a similar 
nature not so very long back. The horse was very lame. 
Pus issued from two fistulas from the coronet of the near 
fore foot, one at the middle quarter region and the other 
near the heel. The probe showed the quarter sinus to 
run for a small distance forward, and to a larger extent 
backward towards the heel opening. The heel orifice I 
found dipped directly downwards. The first sinus I 
opened up and the horn was removed to ground surface. 
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and the heel sinus opened up also. On my second visit 
I was able to establish a complete connection between 
the two sinuses, bat there was now a large amount of 
swelling above the heels and over the whole of the inner 
half of the coronet. A few days later there was dis¬ 
covered a suppurative'opening at the back of the opposite 
heel which was emitting pus freely, mixed with blood, 
and the coronary and heel swellings had developed 
considerably in size. There was also a good amount of 
lymphatic distension affecting the limb up to the knee, 
and a temperature of 103* F. I was satisfied there was 
suppuration around the perfcrans tendon, and strongly 
suspected a similar condition to be affecting the pedal 
joint, although by giving free exit to puB and keeping the 
parts in as antiseptic a condition as possible, there was 
considerably less pain than at the outset; so much so 
that the owner was reluctant to have the animal des¬ 
troyed, although I advised it. He, however, at length 
consented, and I took advantage of the opportunity of 
examining the foot, which presented the following con¬ 
ditions. Bus had burrowed nearly the whole distance 
around the coronet. I found none of the usual lettuce 
green areas of necrosis in the lateral cartilage although 
I carefully looked for them. There was a perforation 
through the lower and posterior part of the cartilage, 
which communicated witn a pus cavity in the heel below 
the tendon. The lower surface of the navicular bone 
was roughened from ulcerative ostitis. The coronary 
pus sinus communicated on both sides of the extensor 
pedis tendon with the pedal joint, and the latter con¬ 
tained a small amount of bloody pus. 

Case 2 . A chesnut carriage gelding of good quality. 
This animal was also lame of the near fore, not acutely 
so; and having had him lame a short time back from 
sprained suspensory ligament, I rather suspected a re¬ 
currence, for I noticed a considerably swollen condition 
of the old part. But being of a doughy nature on pres¬ 
sure, and thinking it might be lymphatic enlargement 
only, I had the shoe removed and found a very sensitive 
spot around an old drawn nail hole towards the inside 
heel. I removed horn until pus escaped. On my next 
inspection I found a considerable swelling, so I had the 
horn removed from the solar surface upwards, and find¬ 
ing it under-run for the whole distance, thought that the 
root of the trouble had been exposed. But finding three 
days afterwards that there was a considerable discharge 
of pus issuing through the sensitive laminae at upper 
part of lower third of the exposed sensitive tissue, I cut 
down into it, and removed a piece of the wing of the 
pedal bone. After a few curettings, recovery was un¬ 
eventful. 

In case 1, could I have had it earlier, I have no doubt 
it would have recovered after the removal of the lateral 
cartilage, for taken earlier and before suppuration has 
run riot I have never known this course to fail in its 
curative effect. 

The treatment adopted as regards therapeutic agents 
was practically identical, tincture of iodine to recently 
cut surfaces and subsequent injections of H2 02, followed 
by syringings and packings of potassio-iodide of mercury. 
Mixed infection inoculations were used in both instances 
as supplementary. 

Non-Slipping Shoes. 

Mr. DbVine introduced the question of non-slip shoes, 
and brought with him a large and varied collection dis¬ 
playing variety of ideas. He said the Roads Improve¬ 
ment Association in 1914 had a competition open to the 
world for the best type of non-slip shoe. About 800 en¬ 
tries were received but there was nothing perfect in 
them. Since things have been coming back to the nor¬ 
mal, the question was coming to the fore again. The 
greatest complaints in regard to horses slipping on mod¬ 
ern roads came from agriculturists whose homes were 


partly on the road and partly on the land. Owners of 
norses were making claims against County Councils. 
Some County councils were trying to make roads non¬ 
slipping by spreading grit, but it was impossible to get 
this done all the year round. The Ministry of Transport 
have now taken the matter up, and they were looking 
for some type of non-slip appliance at a reasonable price. 
He believed a fortune awaited the inventor of a really 
reliable non-slip shoe. 

Mr. DeVine’s specimens were inspected with much in¬ 
terest. 

Deperbed Fracture. 

Mr. Gooch said that on May 16th last year he was 
called to see a valuable Shire filly. He thought at first 
she was suffering from shoulder lameness, and treated 
the animal with fomentations, then blistered and turned 
it out. There was an apparently complete recovery. On 
the 4th of July he was sent for to see the same filly, and 
he found her walking on three legs. He suspected frac¬ 
ture, and advised the owner to have the filly destroyed, 
and a few days later he consented. Mr. Gooch now pro¬ 
duced the shoulder bone showing a fracture which must 
have occurred two months before death. 

Other Cases. 

Mr. Gooch showed a very large calculus. He could 
touch it in the rectum of a horse but could not get it 
away. He also showed a smaller calculus with a rough 
surface that was taken from the colon of a small van 
pony. 

Mr. Conch ie said he was taught at college that he 
ought not to give a cathartic remedy for wrong bowel 
action in the case of an in-foal mare. He had a very 
obstinate case once and he gave an injection as a last 
hope. The mare got all right, and he had tried the same 
remedy since with good results. 

Mr. Cormack mentioned an interesting nervous case. 
It was a five-year-old bay cob only recently broken in, 
and on one occasion she met a donkey, and Bhied, and 
got under the shaft She was got out of the difficulty 
and came home fairly well. Two days later, while 
being driven, she began to stagger, and the owner had 
to take her to a farm where he left her in a box. A day 
or two later she came home, and when next driven out 
she swayed about and became excited. He (Mr. 
Cormack) was called to see the cob and found her 
staggering about like a drunken man. She seemed to 
have no control over her front feet. She was worse 
when next he saw her, and perfectly deaf. She improved 
later, and could now be driven again. He had never 
seen a case like that before. 

Mr. Cormack also produced a lamb’s head which 
appeared to have no nasal bone. It had a bull-dog 
looking jaw and died a few hours afterbirth, presumably 
through its inability to breathe properly. 

Mr. Green said he had had several cases lately of a 
peculiar form of distemper with two.marked symptoms, 
vomiting and haemorrhage from the intestines. He had 
four cases in two or three days and two more followed 
quickly. One case ended fatally but the others were 
going on alright Mr. Green asked whether anyone had 
found arecolin answer as well as eserine. 

The Hon. Sec. said that as one who used a great 
amount of arecolin, he must say he found it useful. He 
considered it one of the best things in the treatment of 
impaction. In a case of ordinary impaction it was 
astonishing the amount of relief that was obtained. He 
used to inject it intravenously, but the symptoms were 
so alarming that he gave it up, and instead he injected 
subcutaneously. 

The Hon. Sec. mentioned an interesting case of a 
valuable cart horse valued at £250. It was a gross 
feeder, extremely fat, and taken with what seemed to be 
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laryngitis. It became necessary to perform tracheotomy. 
The animal gradually recovered and went to work with 
a tube in the throat for some time. Eventually the 
horse became bad again, and the owner could not work 
it. Mr. Dawes saw the horse again, and tried a different 
kind of tube. Several kinds were tried, but the animal 
kept getting a bit worse. There were no granulations, 
but if you took the tube out you could only get your 
finger so far down, as there was a stoppage. The trachea 
seemed blocked. One night he found the horse in a 
state of collapse from suffacation. He ripped the trachea 
open lower down, but there was no improvement, and 
the animal died a quarter of an hour afterwards. At the 
post-mortem he was surprised to find that the trachea 
for quite a foot below tne tube was hardly as wide as 
wide as his finger. It had gradually grown up, and the 
cartilage appeared to be ossified. 

The President said he would like to propose a vote 
of thanks to those members who had brought specimens. 
They had helped to make the proceedings very enjoy¬ 
able. This was seconded by the Hon. Sec., and heartily 
carried. 

The meeting then terminated, the company taking tea 
together before dispersing. 

H. J. Dawes, f.r.cv.s., Hon. Sec. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow* 
ing subscriptions for 1920. 


Austin, W. A., Devizes 

£1 

1 

0 

Bickerton, R., Kendal 

1 

1 

0 

Bradley, G. L., Loughborough, 

1919. 1920 

2 

2 

0 

Byerley, M. G., London, S.E. 10 

1 

1 

0 

James. W., Llanybyther 

Knowles, R. W., Wisbech 


10 

6 

1 

1 

0 

Lloyd, P., Maidenhead 

1 

1 

0 

Taylor, H. C., Caistor, Lines. 
Wilkie, H. C., Penzance 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

Previously acknowledged 

790 

4 

11 

May %G. 

£800 

4 

5 


R.C.V.S. WAR MEMORIAL. 

The Secretary begs to acknowledge the receipt of the 
following donations, or promises of donations 


P. Lloyd £110 

J. A. Power 1 1 0 

E. C. Russell, Major, R.A.V.C. 2 2 0 

E C. Winter 2 2 0 

J. B. Wolstenholme 2 2 0 


Previously reported 579 2 0 


£587 10 .0 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extracts from London Oautte 

Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

War Of vice, Whitehall, May 6. 

The appt. as Temp. Lt.-Col. of H. Watkins-Pitchford 
(Lt-Col., Natal Permanent Staff Defence Force) is 
ante-dated to Nov. 20, 1914. 


Capt. V. A. Bartrum, o.b.e., to be actg. Maj. ( July 12 to 
Nov. 26,1919). 

May 10. 

Maj. A. Leaning, d.s.o., relinquishes the actg. rank of 
Lt-Col. (Sept. 6,1919). 

May 11. 

Supern. Capt. (now MajJ E. S. Oliver is restd. toestabt. 
(Aug. 5, 1914); Maj. E. S. Oliver is seed, for service 
with Egyptian Army (Feb. 17, 1918): Maj. G. P. 
Knott, o.b.e., relinquishes actg. rank of Lt.-Col. on 
ceasing to hold appt of A.D.V.S. (July 26,1919). 

May 12. 

Capt. H. B. Williams, o.b.e., is seed, for service with the 
Egyptian Army (April 14); Capt. R. Tindle retires, re- 
cemg a gratuity (May 13), and is granted the rank of 
M^j. 

Maj. A. G. Todd, C.B.K., D.s.o., relinquishes the temp, 
rank of Col. on ceasing to be empld. as D.D.Y.S. 
(Nov. 15,1919), when he reverts to the actg. rank of 
Lt-Col. on appt. as A.D.V.S. (substituted for the noti¬ 
fication in Gazette of April 30). 

May 13. 

Temp. Capt. J. E. Young, m.c., relinquishes his commn. 
on compln. of service (March 28,1919), and retains the 
rank of Capt. 

May 14. 

Miy. A. J. Thompson relinquishes the temp, rank of Col. 
on ceasing to be empld. as D.V.S. (Jan. 26,1918), when 
he reverts to the actg. rank of Lt-Col. on appt as 
D.D.V.S. to Dec. 11,1918 (substituted for}the notifica¬ 
tion under “Memo” in the Gazette of Feb. 13, 1919. 

May 17. 

The follg. are restd. to estabt.Maj. F. U. Carr (since 
deed.), Capt. (now M%j. and Bt. Lt-Col.) J. J. B. Tap- 
ley, d.s.o., Capt. A. C. Anderson (since killed in actionX 
Capt. L. Danels, Capt. W. F. L. Bright, Lt. (now 
Capt.) J. J. M. Soutar (Aug. 5, 1914); Capt. F. Fail, 
o.b.e. (since ret.), Capt (now Maj.) F. A. S. Moore, 
Capt W. H. Walker, D.s.o. (Aug. 24, 1914) ; Capt F. 
R. Roche-Kelly (May 10,1915): Capt W. F. L. Bright 
(Jan. 1,1917). 

The follg. are seed, for serv. with Egyptian Army :—Maj. 
(now Bt. Lt-Col. J. J. B. Tapley, d.s.o. (Sept. 11,1915); 
Capt. (now Maj.) T. A. Nicholas (Jan. 4, 1912) ; Capt. 
F. R. Roche-Kelly (Sept. 10, 1912); Capt J. J. M. 
Soutar (June 5, 1915); Capt. W. F. L. Bright (June 7, 
1915); Capt. B. A. Jarvis (Feb. 27, 1917); Lt. (now 
Capt) W. H. Walker, d.s.o. (April 8,1910). 

Maj. and Bt Lt.-Col. C. E. Steel relinquishes the actg. 
rank of Lt-Col. on ceasing to hold appt. of A.D.V.S. 
(Aug. 31, 1919). 

Mflj. and Bt. Lt.-Col. C. E. Steel to be actg. Lt-Col. 
whilst holding appt. of A.D.V.S. from Sept. 8,1919 to 
March 31. 

May 19. 

Capt. S. W. Marriott, O.B.B., to be actg. Maj. whilst hold¬ 
ing appt of D.A.D.V.S. (May 19,1919). The follg. re¬ 
linquish their commns. on completion of service 
Temp. Capts. and retain rank of Capt.—J, T. Aleock 
(March 25): R. C. Allinson, m.c. (March 25); T. B. 
Bindlosa (March 20, 1919) ; G. L. Bradley (Feb. 7); J. 
Buie (April 1); T. B. Doll (April 7); A. E. D. Frog- 
gatt (April 20,1919); F. C. Golden (March 27, 1919); 
H. W. Graham (March 22) ; W. G. Green (April 12): 
W. R. Hill (April 8); T. J. Kenny (May 27, 1919); A. 
Temple (Sept. 11, 1919); H. A. Trudel (April 9) ; 1). 
P. White (April 2). 

Temp Lt C. Macpherson (Oct. 27, 1919), and retains 
rank of Lt. 
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Territorial Force. 

May 19. 

Capt. J. F. Young, m.c, late R.A.V.C. to be Capt. 
(May 20). 

Special Reserve of Officers. 

May 18. 

Capt. J. W. Beaumont relinquishes his commn. (April 1), 
and retains the rank of Capt. 

Overseas Forces. 

May 6. 

The follg. relinquish their commns. on account of ill- 
health on dates as specified, and retain their respective 
rank :— 

S.A. Vet. Corps. —Maj. C. M. Sharpe (July 5, 1917); 
Cant. G. C. Webster (Feb. 3, 1919). 

The follg. relinquish their temp, commns. on ceasing to 
be empld. with Union Imperial Service Contingents 
on dates as specified, and retain thtir respective 
rank 

Capt. I). B. J. McCall (July 9,1917) • Capt. E. M. Jarvis, 
m.c. (Feb. 28, 1910); Capt. A. McNae (May 31, 1919). 

Memoranda. 

May 10. 

The follg. relinquish the temp, rank of Maj.Capt. and 
Bt. Maj. A. B. Mattinson, o.b.e., m.c., f.r.c.v.s., Spec. 
Res. (April 1). 


War Office, May 20. 

The following have been mentioned in the dispatch 
from General Sir G. F. Milne, g.c.m.g., k.c.b., d.s.o., 
Commanding in Chief, British Army of the Black 
Sea : — 

* * * * 

Judge, T/Capt. J., attd. 121st H.T. Co. R.A.S.C. 

May 20. 

Capt. J. W. O’Kelly, o.b.e., retires, receiving a gratuity 
(May 21), and is granted the rank of Maj. 

The follg. Capts. relinquish the actg. rank of Maj. on 
ceasing to hold the appt. of D.A.D.V.S.:—H. D. Lewis 
(June 16, 1919) ; T. J. Davis (July 20, 1919); F. B. 
Hayes, o.b.e. (July 24, 1919); G. A. Kelly (Sept. 22, 
1919). 

Capts. to be actg. Majs. whilst holding the appt. of 
D.A.D.V.S. :—C. Davenport (May 14, 1919); P. D. 
Carey (May 24, 1919). 


May 21. 

Maj. E. C. Webb, o.b.e.. f.r.c.v.s., to be actg. Lt.-Col. 
whilst holding appt. of A.D.V.S. (May 17, 1919). 

May 25. 

Maj. H. E. Gibbs, d.s.o., to be actg. Lt.-Col. while hold¬ 
ing the appt. of A.D.V.S. (May 14, 1919). 

Capt. D’A. S. Beck to be actg. Maj. while holding the 
appt. ©f D.A.D.V.S. (May 14, 1919). 


'T'HE Annual Dinner of the Corps will be held at the 
* Savoy Hotel, on Friday the 18th June, 1920 at 8 p.m. 
All who have held commissions in Royal Army Veterin¬ 
ary Corps are eligible to attend. 

Cost of Dinner : To subscribers R.A.V.C. Fund £1. 
To non-subscribers £1 15 0. Dress: Evening dress 
with miniature decorations. 

Gentlemen who propose to attend are requested to 
notify the Hon. Secretary, R.A.V.C. Dinner, as early as 
possible. 

16 Victoria Street, S.W. 1 


OBITUARY. 

J. Cockburn, m.r.c.v.s., Tiverton. Devon. 

Graduated N. Edin. : Dec. 1890. 
Mr. Cockburn’s death occurred on 21st inst. 

George Garnett, m.rc.v.s., Hove, Brighton. 

Lond : July, 1875. 

Died 6th April. 

Joseph Hughes, 2537 and 2539 State Street, 

Chicago, U.S.A. Glas.: April, 1882. 

We are indebted to a correspondent for the following 
brief note :— 

“ Mr. Joseph Hughes, President of the Chicago Veter¬ 
inary College, died on Saturday morning, the 24th inst. 
I do not know the immediate cause of death, but I think 
he was in a railway accident a couple of years, or so, 
ago, and got pretty severely shaken up. I rather think 
he was a native of Dundalk, Ireland, and I believe came 
to this country shortly after his graduation. He was 
quite a prominent member of the veterinary profession 
in the United States.” 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Period. 

Rabies. 

Cases 

j Anthrax 

Foot- 

and-Mouth 

Disease. 

Glanders.f 

Parasitio 

Mange. 

Sheep 

Scab. 

(b) 

Swine Fever. 


Out¬ 

breaks 

(b) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

09 

9 

p 

uJS 

| s 

9 a 
OC 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(«) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

<«) 

Ani¬ 

mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(b) 

I Ani¬ 
mals. 

Out¬ 

breaks 

(a) 

Slaugh¬ 
tered. • 

Gt. britaTn. 

Week ended May 22 



3 

4 





53 

71 

2 

50 

21 

Corresponding 
week in 

( 1919 

1918 
i 1917 

3 


8 

4 

9 

10 

5 

10 



5 

5 

92 

75 

40 

146 

153 

64 

1 

4 

4 

GO 

36 

75 

29 

13 

27 

Total for 21 weeks, 1920 

1 4 


203 

240 

42 

2432 

10 

17 

2366 

4070 

281 

954 | 

334 

Corresponding 
period in 

f 1919 
1918 
[ 1917 

88 

3 

85 

128 

268 

115 

144 

304 

19 

1033 

11 

14 

11 

35 

38 

20 

2978 

25o0 

1388 

5807 

4924 

2835 

212 

233 

368 

658 

495 

1128 

253 

167 

471 


(a Confirmed, (b) Reported by Looal Authorities f Counties affected, animals attacked :— 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, May 25, 1920 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 

Non.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. • As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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Hon. Sec : Mr. A. Walker, f.b.o.v.b., Mill Lane, West Derby 

Pathological Sec : Mr. D. C. Matheson, f.b.o.v.b. 

Meetings , May, July, Ootober, January. 

Midland Counties V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. Reginald Over, m.b.o.v.b., Rugby. 

Hon* Bee : Mr. H. J. Dawes, f.b.c.v.b., 

Camden House, High-st., West Bromwioh 
Hon. Trees . Mr. W. H, Brooke, m.r.ov b., 

Stafford Road, Handsworth, Birmingham, 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Friday alternately in Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 
Nobth or England V.M.A. 

Pres : Mr. Geo. Elphiok, m.b.o.v.s., Corbridge-on-Tyne 
Hen. 8ee : T. T. Jack, m.b.o.v.s., 3 Elm wood-et, Sunderland 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 
Nobth Midland Vsterinaby Absocution 
Pres : Mr. R. Hudson, f.b.o.v.b., Retford 
Hon. Trees. : H. Thompson, m.r.c.v.s., Sheffield 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. S. Lloyd, f.b.o.v.b., Sheffield 
Nobth Wales V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. Hugh Williams, m.r.o.y.8., Ty Croee 
Bon. Sec. Mr. L. W. Wynn Lloyd, m.b.o.v.b., Carnarvon 
Meetings, First Tuesday, Maroh and September 

South Durham and North Yorkshire V.M.A. 

Pres : Mr. J. M, Walker, f.b.o.v.b., Hartlepool 
Hon. Bee. d Trees : Mr. F. H, Sanderson, m.b.o.v.8. 

Victoria Read, Darlington 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept, and Deo. 

Yobkbhibe Vet. Association 

Pres. Mr. S. E. Sampson, m.b.o.v.b., Hillsboro 1 , Sheffield 
Hon. See ; Mr. J. Clarkson, m.b.o.v.s., Garforth, nr.Leeds 
Hon. Trees : Mr. A. McCarmiok, m.b.o.v.b., 

Kirkrtall-road, Leeds 

Southern Branch: 

Pres. Sir Stewart Stockman, 4 Whitehall Place, S.W. 

> Bee. : Mir. G. P. Male (f.), 250 Kings Road, Reading. 
Central V.S. 

Pres. Mr. J. Basil Buxton, f.b.o.v.b., 

Welcome Research Laboratories, Herne Hill, B.E* 24. 
Bon* Bee : Mr. H. A. MacCormaok, m.r.o.v.b., 

122 St. George's Avenue, Tufnell Park, N. 
Meetings. First Thursday in the month, except August, 
10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p m. 


Eastern Counties V.M.A. 

Pros. Mr. M. Bray, m.r.o.v.s., Dooking, Norfolk 
Hon Bee. ds Trees : Mr. H. P. Standley, m.b.o.v.s., Norwioh. 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb., July and Sept. 
Lincolnshire and District V.M.S. 

Pres. Mr. A. D. Lalor, m.b.o.y.8., Sleaford. 

Bon. See : d Trees : Mr. Tom Hioks, m.b.o.v.b., 

Boston Road, Sleaford 

Meetings, Second Thursday Feb., June, and Ootober 
Royal Counties V.M.A. 

Pres., Mr. W. T. D. Broad, m.r.c.v.s., Marlborough, Wilts 
Hon. Sec., Mr. P. J. Simpson, d.s.o., f.r.c.v.s., 

Shirley, Castle Hill, Maidenhead 
Hon. Trees: Mr. G.P. Male, m.b.o.v.8., Friar St., Reading 
Meetings, Last Friday, Jan., April, July and Nov. 
Southern Counties V.S. 

Pres: Mr. G. H. Livesey, m.r.c.v.s., Hove, Sussex 
Hon. See : Mr. J. T. Angwin, m.b.o.v.b., Arundel. 

Hon. Trees : Mr. E. W. Baker, m.b.o.v.b., Wimborne 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 

South Eastern V.A. 

Pres. Mr. T. F. Hogben, m.b.o.v.b.. Ash, Canterbury 
Hon. See. d Trees . Mr. H. P. Hogben, m.r.c.v.s., 

8 Manor Road, Folkestone 
Western Counties V.M.A. 

Pres : Mr. F. T. Harvey, m.b.o.v.8., St. Columb. 

Hon. See. Mr. W. P. Stable! jrth, f.b.c.v.8., Honiton. 

Hon. Trees : Mr. W. Ascott, m.b.o.v.8., Bideford. 

Meetings, Third Thursday, March, July and November 

Irish Branch: 

Pres. Mr. A. Watson, Municipal BuMdings, Dublin 
See.. Mr. P.D. Reavy, Leafleld, Bundoran, Co. Donegal 
Central V,A. or Ireland. 

Pres ; Mr. B. P. J. Mahony, m.r.c.v.s., Maryboro’ 

Hon. See. Mr. E. C. Winter, r b.o.v.s., Queen- st., Limerick 
Trees: Mr. J. F, Healy, m.b.o.v.s., Midleton 
Connaught V.M.A 

Pres. Mr. D. Hamilton, m.r.o.v.s., Ballina 
Hon. See. d Trees. Mr. A. J. Moffett, m.b.o.v.b., Galway 
Vet. Med. Assn, or Ireland. 

Pres : Mr. W. H. Wilkinson, m.r.o.v.b., Dublin 
Hon. 8ee: Prof. J. J. O’Connor, m.b.o.v.s., R.V. Coll. 

Hon. Trees: Prof. T. G. Browne, h.b.o.v.8., 

R.V. Coll., Dublin 
Nobth of Ireland V.M.A. 

Pres : Mr. J. Ewing Johnston, m.b.o.v.8., Belfast 
Hon. See: Mr. Alex. Monro, p.b.o.v.b., 

Portal Inspection Office. Belfast 
Hots. Trees: Mr. Howard McConnell, m.b.o.v.s,, Armagh 
The Veterinary Officers Association for Ireland. 
Pres : Mr. F. W. Emery, f.r.c.v.s., Dublin 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. McGainness, b.a., m.r.c.v.s., 

36 Mount Charles, Belfast 
Hon. Trees : Mr. Hannan, m.r.c.v.s. 

Scottish Branoh: 

Pres. Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, 

Ryl. (Dick) Vet. Coll: Edinburgh 
Hon. See. Prof. A. Gofton, Municipal Buildings, Edin. 
North or Scotland V.M.B. 

Pres : Mr. W. Brown, m.r.c.v.s., Marisohal Coll: Aberdeen 
Hon. See. d Trees : Mr. G. Howie, m.r.o.v.b. Alford, Aberdeen 
Meetings, Last Saturday in January and August 
Royal Scottish V.S, 

Pres: Mr. Reid,M.B.o.v.s., Auohtermuohty. 

Scottish Metropolitan V.M.S. 

Pres : Mr. J. Riddoch, m.b.o.v.s., Edinburgh 
Hon. See. d Trees : Mr. Jas. Henderson, m^lo.y.b., 

Publio Health Dept., City Chambers, Edinburgh 
West or Sootland V.M.A. 

Pree : Prof. John R. McCall, m.r.c.v.s., Vety. Coll. Glasgow 

on Service. 

Hon. See: Mr. J. F. Macintyre, m.b.o.v.b., 

19 Bank Street, Hillhead, Glasgow 
Hon. Trees : Mr. Geo. W. Weir, m.b.o.v.s., 

88 Crookston Street, Glasgow 
Meetings, Seoond Wednesday, May, Uot. and January 
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Thb Annual General Meeting. 

As usual, this meeting was only sparsely attend¬ 
ed, and most of those present were men we are ac¬ 
customed to see there. A few members, some of 
them busy men, always manage to attend the annual 
general meeting, while an infinitely larger number 
never go near it. It is a sad illustration of the in¬ 
difference of the great majority of the profession to 
our corporate life. 

The meeting itself was uneventful. The Council 
eleotion provided no excitement. Only one of the 
old Councilmen competing failed to secure re-eleo¬ 
tion; and the names of the three successful new 
candidates will surprise nobody. Tbe most inter¬ 
esting feature of the election is that it has supplied 
the Council with rather more new blood than usual, 
and time will show how the admixture works. 
Possibly its first result will be to at least temporarily 
enliven the Council proceedings. 

The Beport offered ample material for discussion, 
but not much took place; and such as there was 
contained only one really noteworthy item. This 
was the Treasurer’s statement that the Bill, if and 
when it passes, will not fully meet the monetary 
needs of the Counoil. Probably many of those who 
follow the College finances have suspected this for 
some time; but it has never before been roundly 
stated by one in authority. This announcement 
was, perhaps, the most important event in a dis¬ 
tinctly dull meeting. 


The Hunting Memorial Fund. 

The disposal of this Fund was decided at the 
meeting of the General Committee, held on Tuesday 
last, as advertised. The Fund is to remain open till 
October 1st next, so there is yet time for additional 
subscriptions. The whole sum, invested, will then 
be transferred to the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent 
Fund as a special Trust. The interest will be paid 
to Mr. Hunting’s children while they live, and after¬ 
wards will be at the disposal of the Victoria Fund 
in its work. Thus the principal will remain as a 
permanent Trust in memory of Hunting, while the 
interest will be used for benevolence. Probably this 
is the best way of commemorating one who, m his 
lifetime, was among the most generous of men; 
and it would he pleasant to see the Fund further 
increased before October. The present sum would 
have been larger, had it not been for the war. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


The Problem op Swine Fever, 

Eiobhorn published an article upon this complex 
question in the Journal of the American Veterinary 
Medical Association for 1919. Dorset held the 
opinion that there was no other infectious disease 
in America of any special importance, beside swine 
fever. Investigators of the most recent times are 
not of this view, because in Borne regions the losses 
from other infections are greater than those caused 
by swine fever due to filtrable virus. 

It appears from the publications of the Bureau 
of Animal Industry that the losses from swine fever 
have been notably reduced during recent years, 
thanks particularly to sero-therapy and specific 
vaccination. On the other hand, there have been 
frequent reports of continuous losses from haemorr¬ 
hagic septicaemia and from oaseous neorotic enteritis 
(the so-called bacillary or paratyphoid plague) in 
herds which have been vaccinated against swine 
fever. 

Eiohhorn has endeavoured to ascertain in what 
measure the so-called mixed infections occur inde¬ 
pendently of swine fever. Following up cases at 
first diagnosed as haemorrhagic septicaemia or case¬ 
ous and nccrotio enteritis, he was able to establish 
post-mortem that two-thirds of them were neverthe¬ 
less affected with swine fever. The veterinarian to¬ 
day is confronted by a variety of pathological con¬ 
ditions ; and is often oonfused by complications and 
epizootics independent of swine fever, caused by 
pathogenic microbes whioh a few years ago, after 
the researches of Dorset, were considered as second- 
invaders. 

arious factors may be regarded as responsible 
for the augmented pathogenicity of some infective 
agents. Micro-organisms, especially the pathogenic 
facultative ones, increase their virulence with con¬ 
tinued passage through the animal organism. At 
the beginning of an epizootic, the disease is less 
virulent; it augments gradually till it reaches the 
culminating point, and then diminishes in virulence 
towards the end of the epizootic. The so-called 
mixed infections also show greater virulence with 
passage through animals, and their agents therefore 
become more pathogenic than they previously were. 
Three groups of microbes merit attention in this 
respect—the haemorrhagic septicaemia group, the 
bacillm cholera suis or bacillus suipestifer, and 
bacillus Voidagsen, and the bacillus paratyphosus. 
Ejchhorn, in many autopsies of apparently healthy 
pigs, has found small areas of hepatisation of chronic 
nature in the lungs, from which haemorrhagic septi- 
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08 Bmi& bacilli were isolated. The bacillus suipestifer 
and the bacillus paratyphosus are also types of 
micro-organisms which may reside in a state of 
modest pathogenio activity in apparently healthy 

^ Finally, it is necessary not to lose sight of the 
possibility that intensive vaccination against the 
swine fever virus may have the effect of augmenting 
the resistance of the pigs in suoh a manner that by 
it the disease due to the filtrable virus is weakened, 
while the secondary diseases which have always 
accompanied swine fever predominate. As a result, 
the veterinarians’s attention is diverted from the 


by large adenopathies. True cancerous tumours 
must not be confused with certain botryomyootic 
or actinomycotic ones. ' In the oat, the “Cancroid" 
is very often only a microbial uloer. 


Cadiot reports seven cases of cancer of the ton¬ 
gue—three in the horse, one each in the ox and dog, 


and two in the oat, making four in herbivora and 


three in carnivora. In all these animals the ton 


gue is very exposed to wounds and to incessant irri¬ 
tations. Despite that, it generally remains free 
from chronic lesions. Wounds only leave fine supple 
cicatrices, without thickening or ulceration of the 
mucous membrane. 


true etiologioal factors; and, in the absence of typi¬ 
cal swine fever lesions, he makes the diagnosis of 
hemorrhagic septicemia or of caseous enteritis. 

From all this, Eichhorn deduces the following 
conclusions:— 

1. We are not confronted with new diseases of 
swine. 

2. The infections of swine that exist beside swine 
fever represent pathological processes due to micro¬ 
organisms which are always considered pathogenio 
for pigs. 

3. These micro-organisms, by reason of some 
favouring factors, have aoquired greater virulence 
and greater contagiosity. 

4. As a result of the enormous traffic of swine, 
the so-oalled “carriers " have contributed enormous¬ 
ly to the diffusion of these infections. 

6. The filtrable virus of swine fever should be re¬ 
garded as the most important factor, which pre¬ 
pares the field for the other pathogenic organ¬ 
isms. 

A differential diagnosis in favour of haemorrhagic 
septicaemia or of other forms of mixed infection 
should only be made if fully justified—that is, if 
swine fever can be excluded on account of the ani¬ 
mals being immunised with serum and potent virus, 
or if the symptoms of haemorrhagic septioaemia or 
intestinal infections are evident in diverse animals 
of the same herd, while nothing indicates the pre¬ 
sence of swine fever. 

In conclusion, Eichhorn insists upon the necessi¬ 
ty for a better production of serum against swine 
fever. This serum almost always oontains sapro¬ 
phytic baoteria, which have no value in immunisa¬ 
tion, retard absorption, and produce irritation or 
absoesses at the point of inoculation. Serum con¬ 
taining these elements may not be well sterilised 
either by heat or filtration. The veterinarian should 
therefore procure a serum which is absolutely lim¬ 
pid and as sterile as possible. 


Cancer of the Tongue and Lips in Animals. 

Cadiot, in a communication upon this subject to 
the academy of Medicine, reviews and analyses pre¬ 
vious observations regarding it, and insists upon the 
extreme rarity of these cancerous localizations in 
animals. 

Oanoer of the lips is even more rare in the horse 
than in the dog. These epitheliomata are found in 
the region of the commissure, and are accompanied 


Persistent lemoplasia is not seen; and not a single 
case of epithelioma of the free portion of the tongue 
is known, although that is the part most exposed 
to traumatic irritations. 

This fact is interesting to note. The extreme 
rarity of cancer of the tongue and lips in animals is 
evidently especially connected with the inexistence 
in them of syphilis, whioh is the great cause of 
these cancers in man.— (Journal dc Mid. Vit. etde 
Zootechnie.) 

POLTENCEPHALITI8 SIMULATING BABIES. 

Marohand, Petit, and Bouchet record this case in 
the Recueil deM&decine VMrinaire for 1916. In 
affections of the nervous system, the symptoms are 
governed more by the situation of the lesions than 
by the nature of the affections whioh engender them. 
The dog which was the subject of this case present¬ 
ed a terminal syndrome recalling rabies. This, 
however, was only a manifestation of distemper; 
and histological study of the nervous centres enabled 
the phenomena observed to be connected with their 
true cause. 

A German dog, ten months old, showed loss of 
appetite, slight cough, a slight aooentuation of 
nasal discharge, and bleariness of the eyes. The 
general equilibrium was unstable, and the attitude 
was uncomfortable and hesitating, The diagnosis 
was made of distemper, characterised by a phlymasia 
of the anterior respiratory passages, with nervous 
complications. These symptoms rapidly became 
aggravated. Three days later, paraplegia was com¬ 
plete ; and the urine dribbled away constantly, and 
was offensive in odour. At this moment the dog 
bad his mouth partly open, the eyes were wild, ana 
at the least sound the animal attempted to bite, 
even if there was nothing within his reach. These 
symptoms, the similarity j,of whioh with those of 
rabies was striking, lasted until the death of the 
dog, whioh occurred two days later from progressive 
paralysis. 

Post-mortem, diffuse lesions of polyenoepbalitis, 
consisting of an accumulation of a great nnmber of 
small round cells (lymphooytes) around the nervous 
cells, were discovered in the cerebrum. No Negri 
bodies were found. In the cerebellum, a necrosing 
oerebellitis was found ; in the affected zones there 
was an intense perivascularitis, with infiltration of 
all the parenchyma by the same small round cells 
whioh were found in the cerebrum. This oerebellitis 
was very extensive and of a rather slow evolution, 
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with disaggregation of the nervous fibres in all the 
affected zones. The lesions of the cerebrum, on the 
other hand, were much more discrete, and manifest* 
ed themselves simply by a perivascular embryonic 
infiltration, without alterations of the meninges and 
the vessels. 

Thus the same virus, borne by the blood, affected 
differently two such nearly neigh bouring organs as 
the cerebrum and cerebellum. 

That is a very interesting observation, which has 
also been made in man in the case of syphilis.— 
[Journal deMfol. Vet. et de zooteclinie). 

W.R.C. 


NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

Scottish Metropolitan Division. 

A general meeting was held in the Royal (Dick) Vet¬ 
erinary College, on Wednesday April 28th. The Presi¬ 
dent, Mr. A. Gofton, f.r.c.v.s., in the chair. The mem¬ 
bers present were-.—Messrs. A. Baird, T. P. Young, 
O. Char nock Bradley, J. A. Matheson, J. Russell Greig, 
R. Reid, R. H. Connochie, J. Taylor and R. G. Lin¬ 
ton. 

The visitors insluded Messrs. J. Cattell, J. R. Rider, 
G. Purvis, D. Buchanan, Wm. C. Miller, S. Robson, D. 

C. Matheson, N. Bisset, T. Grahame, J. R. Jones, J. 
Edgar, R. S. Little, A. K. Cameron and A. B. Kerr. 

The minutes of the previous meeting having been 
published in The Veterinary Record were taken as 
read. 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. W. 
M. Mitchell, W. Peggie and A. Boyd. 

A letter was readfrom the Central Veterinary Associ¬ 
ation of Ireland asking the Society to support the fol¬ 
lowing resolutions :— [a) That £5 5s. per day be demand¬ 
ed for a whole day’s work with travelling and hotel ex¬ 
penses where incurred. [U) That the Tuberculosis Act 
be worked on a 11 fee basis ’’ system and not as heretofore 
on a fixed salary, (c) That fees to Insurance Companies 
be the same as those to ordinary clients. On the recom¬ 
mendation of the Council the Society unanimously agreed 
to support resolutions (a) and (6). 

A letter wa& received from the National Veterinary 
Medical Association, Scottish branch, Btating that it has 
been decided to form a Council for the Scottish Branch 
to consist of 16 members, viz., the President and Secre¬ 
tary of each Division and two members of each Division 
to be elected by the Division. Messrs. W. W. Peggie, 
Biggar, and J. Taylor, Edinburgh, were elected to serve 
on this Council. 

The following gentlemen were duly elected members 
of the Society :—Messrs. N. Bisset, T. Grahame, A. F. 
Lamont, T. Bannatyne, Wm. C. Miller, R. Scott Little, 

D. Buchanan, J. Rider, J. Somerviile, J. Edgar, A. 
M’Turk, Wm. Harley and Prof. D. C. Matheson. 

The following gentlemen were nominated for member¬ 
ship Messrs. S. Robson, J. Cattell, and J. H. Jones. 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 

A. Gofton, Esq , f.r.c.v.s , Edinburgh. 

An oversight, due to suspended animation during the 
war, was responsible for three months delay in the elec¬ 
tion of the office-bearers of this Division. A conscious¬ 
ness of the eminent men who have preceded me in the 
chair tempted me to find in the delay an excuse for 
evading the duty of preparing a presidential address, but 
unfortunately, for me at least, the attempted evasion 
was not permitted to materialise. 


I would like to take this opportunity of congratulating 
those who have been in charge of the long delayed Vet¬ 
erinary Surgeons’ Act (1881) Amendment Bill on the pro¬ 
gress which has been made in its passage through Parlia¬ 
ment during the present session. The opposition to the 
Bill as originally drafted and which quickly made itself 
manifest, especially North of the Tweed, subsided when 
the principles contended for were conceded. Adjust¬ 
ment and amendment of the Bill reduced opposition to 
the narrowest of limits, and it can now confidently be 
stated that it is the desire of an overwhelming majority 
of the profession to see the Bill become an Act at the 
earliest possible date. 

The Bill has safely emerged from the Standing Com¬ 
mittee of the House of Commons and has thus passed 
through what is probably its most critical stage, notwith¬ 
standing considerable opposition originating with certain 
outside bodies. There can be no doubt that the efforts 
to obstruct and to oppose the measure will be renewed, 
and it can by no means be assumed that its passage is 
now practically an accomplished fact. On the contrary, 
much energy has been expended in an effort to create an 
atmosphere antagonistic to the Bill, and the whole of this 
energy has not yet been dispelled. It is therefore essen¬ 
tial, if the safe passage of toe Bill through its remaining 
stages is to be ensured, that all who are concerned in pro¬ 
moting the general interest should endeavour by such 
means as may be in their power to secure the necessary 
support, and should explain the real objects of the x 
measuie and its vital necessity for the profession. 

The possibility of the Bill becoming an Act gives rise 
to the hope that the College finances will be placed on a 
more stable footing at a relatively early date. For years, 
chronic penury and the need for repeated encroachments 
on capital have practically negatived progress. 

Reforms have been delayed, action has been postponed 
or shelved, and staffs have been underpaid. Voluntary 
subscriptions reached their highest water-mark last year, 
but they have not sufficed to meet the costs of adminis¬ 
tration and the upkeep of buildings. The last issued 
financial statement shows not only that the whole of the 
income which will be derived from the Amendment Bill 
is necessary, but that the necessity is also urgent. The 
prospective increased income which, under pre-war con¬ 
ditions, appeared to carry the promise of a satisfactory 
surplus after meeting all essential expenditure, will, in 
view of the higher costs of post-war administration, ac¬ 
complish less than had been anticipated. But it should, 
and I think it will, overcome present difficulties and per¬ 
mit a measure of freedom of action, where at present 
none exists. 

Last year, nine hundred and thirty members voluntar¬ 
ily subscribed to the funds of the College, or approxi¬ 
mately one-third of those on the Register, whilst two- 
thirds failed to recognise any share of responsibility. 
Why 1 Have the two thousand non-subscribers realised 
that during the war a serious shortage of petrol and of 
certain drugs, especially oils, occurred, and that as a 
consequence, supplies for veterinary purposes would have 
been entirely cut off or reduced to quantities very con¬ 
siderably below essential minimum requirements but for 
the intervention of the Council ? How many of the two- 
thousand non-subscribers in addition to enjoying tlie 
full privileges of membership, reaped direct personal 
benefit from this intervention, and why have they failed 
to express appreciation in terms of financial support J 
Let those concerned provide the answer. 

Some years ago the movement for the reconstitution 
of the National Veterinary Association was initiated in 
this Society by its President for the time being. The 
proposal was based on the hope that reconstruction 
would result in revitalising the National, and in the evo¬ 
lution of an organisation which would co-ordingte the 
existing Societies, by including them as definite consti- 
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tuent elements of one corporate body, and which would 
prove an active living force capable of promoting and 
furthering the general interests. Reconstitution had 
scarcely keen accomplished when the war intervened as 
a bar to progress, ana produced a condition of suspended 
animation. Eighteen months have elapsed since the 
cessation of hostilities, but evidence of restored or re¬ 
newed vitality has failed to make itself manifest. The 
hope held out that a vigorous and vital force had been 
created has not yet begun to materialise. Affiliation of 
local divisions or societies has not modified in any essen¬ 
tial respect the pre-existing condition of separation, be¬ 
cause nothing nas occurred to create the feeling that 
they have been constituted elements of a larger co-ordi¬ 
nated body. 

The need for a strong central body, harmonising and 
co-ordinating local efforts and able to concentrate them 
in a manner calculated to produce the effect desired, was 
probably never more necessary than at the present time. 
Post-war reconstruction is entailing many changes, new 
openings are being presented and opportunities are being 
offered to those wno are ready to taxe advantage of them. 
The conditions of life and work in every sphere are un¬ 
dergoing material modifications. I very much doubt if 
we are sufficiently alive to the changes which are taking 
place, or if we are sufficiently organised and ready to 
make the most of the opportunities likely to present 
themselves in the near future. 

Activity has made itself manifest at the periphery, 
local societies more or less moribund before the war have 
been resuscitated, others dormant during the period of 
hostilities have re-awakened and new societies have been 
formed. In not a few instances, the peripheral activity 
has been a definite expression of a need felt and recog¬ 
nised for co-operation and uniformity of action, but so 
far there is very little evidence that the activity has ex¬ 
tended to and made itself felt at the centre, and still less 
that the forces of action have radiated from within, out¬ 
wards. The activity of the individual societies has 
achieved a considerable measure of success in matters of 
interest within their respective spheres of influence, 
notably in the effort to secure uniform increase in remun¬ 
eration for professional services. 

If the reconstituted National is to fulfil the functions 
it was intended to serve, it is essential that it shall se¬ 
cure from the local bodies and shall justify an appreci¬ 
ation of the fact that they have become essential consti¬ 
tuents of a co-ordinated whole, and that they have 
ceased to be isolated elements operating primarily if not 
solely for local purposes. It must be capable of provid¬ 
ing the stimulus wnereby the whole machinery may be 
brought into motion, ana must demonstrate that it is able 
to act and to accomplish something in the common inter¬ 
est. Further, it must be ready and willing to lend its 
influence and support in promoting local interests 
wherever it can legitimately afford assistance. 

It is doubtful if anything material am or will be ac¬ 
complished until at least one official is appointed, who is 
free to devote the time and the energy necessary to com¬ 
plete the organisation, the basis of which was laid when 
the constitution of the National was recast. I do not 
wish to reflect in any way on those who have honourably 
and admirably filled official positions in the Association, 
but hitherto these positions have been filled by men 
whose time and energies have necessarily been devoted 
to professional work and whose official duties have been 
carried out in the spare moments which they have been 
able to snatch from more urgent and prior claims on their 
time. 

I believe that if the vitality necessary to an active and 
useful existence is to be infused into the National As¬ 
sociation, the time has arrived when it must have at 
least one paid official, who will devote the whole of his 


time to the duties of office, or who is sufficiently free 
from personal and other claims to give the time necessary 
and to apply the energy required to complete its organis¬ 
ation, to broaden its activities and to secure for it the 
representative weight and influence which are essential 
to its development, to the furtherance of its interests 
and those of its members. The heaviest burden of work 
must fall on the General Secretary, and I cannot see how 
a secretary engaged in ordinary professional work can 
afford the time necessary to do full justice to his own 
personal inteiests and simultaneously to do equal justice 
to the full claims of an enlarged and developed Associa¬ 
tion. Heavy preliminary spade work will be entailed 
before material progress can be registered, and honest 
labour honestly performed must receive its due reward. 
I believe some consideration has already been given to 
the possibility of appointing a paid official, with what re¬ 
sult I do Dot know, but 1 would suggest that the time 
has arrived when this question should cease to be con¬ 
sidered from the point of view of desirability, and should 
be regarded as one of necessity essential to the full de¬ 
velopment and success of the Association. 

It will doubtless be urged that increase of membership 
and income are essential preliminaries to a paid official. 
Under existing conditions any material increase of mem¬ 
bership or income is improbable, they will only be se¬ 
cured when the National Association has developed its 
strength and has demonstrated that it is capable of ac¬ 
complishing something—not before. The income and 
funds available are sufficient to justify the experiment 
to which, if need be, a definite limitation in regard to 
time could be attached, but I feel confident the experi¬ 
ment would fully justify itself—provided the care which 
is essential were taken to make an appropriate appoint¬ 
ment, for the success achieved would be wholly depen¬ 
dent on the judgment shown in making a selection. 

I differ from those who have expressed the view that 
a strong re-constituted National Association might en¬ 
deavour to encroach on or to usurp the functions of the 
Council R.C.V.S. I do not know of anyone who harbours 
a desire that it should do so, and under any circumstances 
I have the strongest of doubts as to the possibility. The 
Council carries a full load of duties and responsibilities 
which it alone can legitimately discharge, and there is 
plenty of room for valuable and useful work in the 
general interest which does not fall within its natural 
sphere. If any illustration be needed, it may be found 
in the relative positions of the British Medical Associa¬ 
tion and the General Medical Cauncil. 

In conclusion, I would express the hope that the meet¬ 
ing of the National Association to be held in Edinburgh 
in July will not be the least important in its history. 
The policy which resulted in the linking up of the indi¬ 
vidual societies with a central body had its inception in 
Edinburgh, and it would be particularly appropriate 
that at a meeting held in this City, the foundation should 
be laid for still closer union and co-operation, for 
strengthening its forces, broadening its interests and in¬ 
creasing its activities. 


Dr. O. Charnock Bradley moved a cordial vote of 
thanks to the President for his suggestive and inspiring 
address, and in doing so expressed himself as being in 
agreement with the suggestion that the time had now 
come when the work of tne National Veterinary Medical 
Association should be of such importance as to justify 
and necessitate the undivided services of a paid perma¬ 
nent official. He also appealed to the members of the 
Scottish Metropolitan Society, and through them to the 
profession in Scotland, to spare no individual endeavour 
to make the forthcoming Edinburgh meeting of the 
“ National ” a conspicuous success. 
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SOME CLINICAL ASPECTS OF RABIES. 

Prof. J. Russell Greiu. 

A discussion on Rabies may be considered not inap¬ 
propriate at the present time, since the disease, after a 
period of absence of 16 years, has recently revisited this 
country and although the present outbreak would appear 
to have been overcome,'the lengthy incubation period does 
not yet permit us to assume its extermination. 

Rabies lays a heavy responsibility on the veterinary 
practitioner since it is capable of being communicated 
to man, in whom it takes the form of a fatal and terrible 
disease. The early diagnosis of rabies in the dog is there¬ 
fore of immense service to the community, while failure 
to detect its presence may bring about a serious menace 
to human life and also involve heavy national expendi¬ 
ture. 

To present you to day with a lengthy dissertation on 
rabies would, I feel, serve no useful purpose, and 1 would 
rather confine myself to the discussion of those aspects 
of the disease which more intimately concern the practi¬ 
tioner. 

Classically, the symptoms of rabies in the dog are 
described under two forms :- the Furious and the Dumb. 
The dumb type is characterised by the early appearance 
of a progressive paralysis, while the furious type is 
marked by great irritability, the animal becomes aggres¬ 
sive, and may attack and bite every object with which it 
comes in contact, but in this type too paralysis predomi¬ 
nates in the later stages. 

Dumb and furious rabies are merely different manifes¬ 
tations of the same disease, the so-called typical cases are 
those which represent the extremes of both types, and 
there are many graduations between them. 

Furious rabies. In this the onset is gradual. The 
earliest symtoms may be described as uneasiness. It 
may be that only the owneror those intimatelyacquainted 
with the habits and mannerism of the animal are able to 
detect some abnormality; there is a change in disposition 
thus a dog which is naturally morose may become affec¬ 
tionate and vice versa ; he may develop a liking to lie in 
some unusual position in a room, or more usually hide 
himself in some out-of-the-way corner, but he will seldom 
remain long in any one spot, his persistent restlessness 
reminds one of a person who is going about a house look¬ 
ing for some object which he has Tost and at the same 
time trying to remember where it has been mislaid. The 
appetite is capricious and thirst is excessive, the facial 
expression is thoughtful, anxious, and frequently dole¬ 
ful. These symptoms increase in intensity ; the owner 
mistaking the cause of the restlessness, may allow the 
dog to leave the house, when he will wander off aimless¬ 
ly, and as a rule will be absent for a considerable time. 
Should the owner accompany the dog it will be found 
that he follows badly ; he lags behind and there may be 
difficulty in getting him home. Micturition may be ac¬ 
companied by pain, and the male dog may miturate in a 
crouching position similar to that assumed by the bitch. 
In some cases the sexual appetite is increased, especially 
in the male in which there may be marked priapism. 

There is about this period an alteration in tne facial 
expression which is difficult to describe accurately. The 
eyes stare, the general expression is drawn and fixed. 
The subject now becomes the victim of hallucinations, 
snapping inphe air and ‘fly-catching’ starting up suddenly 
at an imaginary sound and exhibiting signsof tense excite¬ 
ment. The appetite is completely lost, or rather depraved, 
the dog may lick up his own faeces and urine. Such ob¬ 
jects as, stones, pieces of wood, leaves, &c., will be readi¬ 
ly swallowed, but swallowing is difficult, and may only 
be accomplished by a stretching of the neck and convul¬ 
sive attempts at deglutition. 

Complete mental aberration is now evident, the dog 
will attack and gnaw any fixed object, such as his kennel; 


he shows abnormal strength and energy, and will work 
himself up into paroxysms of fury. In the intervals be¬ 
tween the paroxysms he may give vent to a long drawn, 
weird, hollow howl, frequently duplicated, if set at 
liberty the dog goes off at a peculiar loping trot, attack¬ 
ing every dog that comes in his way, and may continue 
more or less in one direction for as far as fifty miles. 
The appearance of the animal at this stage is bedraggled, 
the coat appears unkempt and the abdomen is tucked up. 
The paralytic symptoms now ensue, and are at an early 
stage manifested in the jaws (dropped jaw). 

The lower jaw hangs down, but m the early stages the 
semi-paralysed jaw may be closed at will; symptoms of 
general paralysis follow, the dog is no longer able to 
travel rapidly, his gait changes to a slow shuffling amble, 
which later becomes swaying and staggery. 

Finally the animal drops exhausted, usually (in the 
country) in some secluded spot by the roadside. The 
lower jaw is pendulous, the tongue projects from the 
mouth, from which there drools viscid, ropey saliva, the 
expression is lugubrious, there may be an acute oph¬ 
thalmia with a thick muco-purulent discharge, he gives 
vent at short intervals to a long-drawn mournful how), 
and death soon ends his misery. The course is generally 
4 to 7 days. 

Hutyra and Marek, quoting Nicolas, state 11 to 13 
days as the maximum period, but this is excessive. 

Dumb form. The stage of irritation and frenzy is ab¬ 
sent, paralysis sets in early and as a result the affected 
dog is unable, to a considerable extent, to bite or roam. 
The prodromal restlessness seen in the furious type is 
also present, but may only last a few hours before paraly¬ 
sis becomes manifest. 

It has been stated on the authority of Boulet that a 
dog affected with dumb rabies has neither the inclination 
nor the ability to bite. With that statement one is in 
entire disagreement. In the earlier stages the paralysis 
of the jaw is not complete and one has known of several 
cases of typical dumb rabies which showed considerable 
irritability and which actually attempted to bite. The 
paralysis is rapidly progressive, and is accompanied with 
great depression, which may amount to lethargy. Death 
usually results in 2 or 3 days. 

Post-mortem. The gross lesions found on examination 
are never constant and often indefinite, but considered 
in conjunction with the clinical history may be of value 
in helping one to arrive at a diagnosis. There may be 
indication of the bite by which the infection took place, 
and in cases of the furious type the presence of bites sus¬ 
tained in fights with other dogs during the period of 
frenzy. The breast is frequently soiled with saliva, the 
eyes bathed in muco-purulent discharge, the pads, in 
cases which have travelled great distances, may De worn 
and abraded. There may be congestion and abrasions of 
the mucous membrane of the mouth and fauces. Stom¬ 
ach and intestines show congestion or patchy inflamma¬ 
tion of the lining membrane. The stomach is empty in 
so far that it does not contain food, but on the other 
hand it frequently contains foreign bodies, such as stones, 
particles of wood, etc. 

In the recent outbreak many cases presented peculiar 
lesions in the spleenl; the organ contained from one to 
perhaps a dozen nodules varying in size from a'small pea 
to a marble, they were of firm consistence and on section 
appeared (in the early stages) as small haemorrhagic 
areas, as they increased in size they .became paler in 
colour and were of uniform consistence throughout— 
that is, they did not appear to possess a necrotic centre. 
It is doubtful whether these lesions have any relation¬ 
ship to rabies, but they were present in a very consider¬ 
able proportion of cases met with in the recent outbreak* 
Friecfberger and Frohner describe as a lesion of rabies 
“‘An infiltration of the spleen with haemorrhagic tu¬ 
mours,” but this so far as I am aware is the only men- 
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tion io veterinary literature of these lesions as occurring 
in rabies. 

Both Principal Bradley and Prof. Mitchell tell me that 
to the best of their knowledge no such lesions have been 
met with in any dog used as a dissection subject. 

It must be remembered that many cases of rabies are 
far from typical of one or other of the classical types ; 
thus death may intervene in a case of furious rabies be¬ 
fore the paralytic stage has been reached, or the initial 
restlessness and the stage of irritation may be so tran¬ 
sient or slight as to escape notice, and the first symptom 
to attract the owner’s attention may be the “ dropped 
jaw ” or the peculiar howling. 

Diagnosis. The private practitioner is not expected 
to make a positive diagnosis in a suspected case of rabies, 
as all cases which are reported by the practitioner as 
“ suspected rabies ” must be confirmed by the Ministry 
of Agriculture before the disease is officially declared. 
On the other hand one must be clearly convinced that 
the case is not one of rabies before a negative diagnosis 
is made. Should there be the slightest suspicion of the 
existence of the disease the proper procedure is to report 
the case as one of “suspected rabies.” Since very few 
if any of the cases of rabies recover, and since the disease 
runs a maximum course of ten days duration, it may be 
said that the suspected dogs which are alive after being 
confined for that period are non-rabid. 

As suggested by Hutyra and Marek, every dog (in an 
infected area) in which a sudden change in conduct is 
observed should be placed under detention, and only de¬ 
clared unaffected when for three or four days no symp¬ 
toms appear to confirm the suspicion. The absence of 
normal food in the stomach is not in itself of great diag¬ 
nostic importance, but on the other hand the presence 
of food in the stomach is strong evidence against the 
case being one of rabies. The presence of foreign bodies 
in an otherwise empty stomach in conjunction with sus¬ 
picious clinical symptoms is strong evidence for the case 
being one of rabies. 

Cat. The symptoms of rabies in the cat are essentially 
those met with in the dog. 

Horses and Cattle. The symptoms are also similar to 
those in the dog, a great restlessness, excitement and ag¬ 
gression toward other animals are shown. Increased 
sexual desire and hoarseness of the voice when neighing 
or bellowing are also present. A marked feature of the 
disease in these animals is the tendency to bite and gnaw 
the scar formed at the seat of infection. 

I have records of two cases of rabies in the horse, for 
one of which I am indebted to Mr. T. E. Millington, 
M.R.c.v.s., of the Ministry of Agriculture. 

An aged cart mare, about 20 years old and of a quiet 
docile temperment, was running at grass in a park with 
three other horses and about 20 cattle. At about 7.30 
a.m. on the day on which the case occurred one of the 
farm hands attempted to bring the mare in to work. He 
eaught her, but she appeared excited and successfully re¬ 
sisted all attempts to lead her out of the field, a most 
unusual incident. When liberated she made snacking 
movements with her teeth, and attacked and attempted 
to bite one of the other horses. 

The mare was again observed at 9.30 a.m. when atten¬ 
tion was attracted by her neighing in a peculiar hoarse 
voice. She appeared much excited and|f requently rolled 
over on her back. She persistentiy gnawed at her left 
fore leg. 

She was again observed at 3 p.m. when it was seen that 
there was now an extensive wound on the fore leg which 
the animal still continued to bite and gnaw. A neigh¬ 
bour who attempted to examine it was savagely attacked 
and narrowly esaaped being bitten. The peculiar neigh¬ 
ing continued st snort intervals. 

At 4 p.m. she was seen chasing and biting several of 
the cattle. The owner’s daughter, a young girl, entered 


the field and without difficulty haltered and lead the 
mare into a loose box, when the animal suddenly became 
frenzied and attempted to savage the girl. When con¬ 
fined, the symptoms became acute, the frenzied excite¬ 
ment and the peculiar neighing were continuous. Fin¬ 
ally at 5.30 p.m. the animal dropped dead during a con¬ 
vulsion. 

Post mortem examination resulted in the following 
findings :—larynx and trachea were inflamed ; there was 
peritonitis ; the stomach was normal and contained nor¬ 
mal food (grass); the intestines were slightly inflamed. 
Rabies was confirmed in the laboratory. It was later 
ascertained that a rabid dog had passed through the dis¬ 
trict some time before. 

Case II. An eight year old gelding. At noon on a 
certain Saturday the horse, after a morning’s work, was 
turned out to grass. Apparently it was not again ob¬ 
served until 7 a.m. the following Monday, when it was 
seen by its owner to be hanging its head over the hedge 
in a dejected manner. Later the driver attempted to 
halter the horse when the animal suddenly seized the 
halter and gnawed it viciously. He was led into a shed, 
tied up and given a feed. A few minutes later it was 
found that the horse had broken loose and was roaming 
about the yard. It was again caught and tied up in the 
shed. The driver then commenced to groom it, when 
suddenly without warning it bit him severely on the 
right arm. 

Later in the morning the horse became restless, con¬ 
stantly pawing the ground and showing symptoms of ab¬ 
dominal pain. It refused all food and repeatedly gnawed 
at its chest and fore legs, there was also a wild expression 
in its eyes. 

Mr. W. R. Williams, f.r.c.v.8., was then called in and 
observed the following symptoms:- Staring coat, tem¬ 
perature 101*5 F, pulse accelerated, the animal was rest¬ 
less and constantly pawed the ground. It was biting at 
the woodwork of the stable and at its chest and legs. 
A bran mash was offered of which it ate a little. It 
yawned several times and showed twitchings of the 
nasal, labial and triceps muscles. Contraction of the 
muscles at times gave rise to a condition of opisthotonos, 
there was however no trismus. During the day frequent 
attempts at micturition and defaecation were made but 
neither urine nor fseces were at any time passed through¬ 
out the whole course of illness. The animal was removed 
to a loose box and the following day was exceedingly 
violent, threw itself about the box injuring itself severe¬ 
ly. Death occurred at 9 a.m. 

Post-mortem. The stomach was found empty and the 
mucous membrane inflamed. The duodenum and ileum 
were empty and there was haemorrhagic enteritis. The 
large intestines contained normal ingesta. The other 
organs were healthy. Diagnosis of rabies was confirmed 
by laboratory examination and tests. 

Prof. Greig described several other cases of rabies to 
illustrate points which he had raised in his paper. He 
also showed photographs of a rabid dog and gave a 
microscopical demonstration of negri bodies. 


Mr. T. Grahams related an interesting experience he 
had had while in France. His fox-terrier had developed 
rabies. The first symptom he noticed was that the dog 
was catching field mice and swallowing them whole. He 
then paid particular attention to the animal and observed 
that he was in a state of excitement, the eyes were roll¬ 
ing and there was twitching of the facial muscles. He 
then sought the advice of the D. A.D.V.S., who lived just 
across the road, taking the dog with him. The animal 
was tied to a tent pole for observation and the symptoms 
exhibited were ; excitement, twitchings, frequent en¬ 
deavours to catch his tongue, salivation and restlessness. 
Rabies was strongly suspected. Mr. Grah&me then pro- 
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ceeded to get a chain to secure the dog when he bit 
through the rope and raced after him, giving vent to a 
peculiar howl which gradually increased in tone. He 
then bit Mr. Grahame on the hand and was promptly 
killed. The brain was sent to the Pasteur Institute and 
rabies was confirmed. Mr. Grahame then proceeded to 
Paris for treatment. 

Mr. N. Biset and other members contributed to the 
the discussion. 

The President said that his experience of Rabies had 
been limited. He remembered the outbreak in the 
North of England over 20 years ago, and he had since a 
little experience of the disease in France. 

His experience had been confined to the dumb form en¬ 
tirely. He noted that Prof. Greig had stated that in the 
dumb form there was an inability to wander. He quite 
appreciated the fact that in the dumb form wandering 
was probably definitely limited by the early onset of 
paralysis, buthis experience indicated that very frequent¬ 
ly, apart from inability, no desire to wander was mani¬ 
fested by the dog. 

He was also in agreement with Prof. Greig on biting 
in the dumb form. Without doubt the dog, once paraly¬ 
sis of the jaws was manifest, was unable to severely bite 
anything or anybody, but the desire to do so was often 
very pronounced, and it was necessary to bear in mind 
that a scratch from a tooth was quite sufficient to cause 
infection. 

He had been interested to hear Prof. Greig’s remarks 
as to the distance which a dog affected with the rabid 
form of the disease might travel before it became ex¬ 
hausted. The distance was greater probably than was 
generally known, and it was all important in applying 
preventive measures, that the possible range of the run 
of a mad dog should be known, since it enabled one to 
gauge the area over which infection might be spread. 

In order that the risk of the spread of the disease be¬ 
yond the area in which it was discovered should be re¬ 
duced to a minimum, it was extremely desirable that the 
outer limits of a mad dog’s run should receive the most 
careful consideration in applying restrictions for the 
control of rabies. 

Prof. Greig, in reply, said that he was gratified with 
the way in which his paper and demonstration had been 
received. With regard to the President’s remarks about 
the inability of cases of dumb rabies to bite, once the 
paralysis of the jaw was manifest, he wished to say that 
the paralysis was not necessarily permanent, and in one 
case to his personal knowledge a dog which bad shown 
marked symptoms of dropped jaw over a period of at 
least two days had later regained the power to bite, and 
actually wrecked a substantial wooden kennel. 

R. G. Linton, Hon. Sec. 


THE VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 

OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 

At the April meeting of the Association an interesting 
discussion was initiated by the President, Mr. S. T. D. 
Symons, m.r.c.v.s., on the warble of the ox. 

The President explained that although on the business 
paper the subject he was to introduce was entitled “ Dis¬ 
cussion on Hypoderma bovis,” he considered that it would 
be better described as on “ Warbles,” more especially as 
“ warbles ” was scheduled in this connection as a disease 
under the provisions of the Quarantine Act, and also 
that they result not only from the Hypoderma bovis, but 
from another fly of the same species, the Hypoderma 
lineatum. These flies are of the family Oestndse—sub¬ 
family Cuticol*. 

The subject was of very considerable interest, mainly 
with imported cattle from die Northern Hemisphere; 


but Zoological importations such as deer, antelopes, eto., 
may be similarly affected. 

The earliest history of “ warbles ” due to fly in English 
literature was furnished by Bracy Clark, Trans. Linn. 
Soc. Volume 3, 1796, and the most recent publications 
are those of Carpenter and colleagues (Ireland), Hans 
Glaser (Germany) and Seymour Hadwen with Bruce 
(Canada). 

Writers of not many years since clearly stated that the 
fly, by means of its ovipositor, pierced the skin of the 
back and deposited single eggs on either side of the spinal 
column. Also that repellants such as fish oil, Stockholm 
tar, etc., were effective in preventing the attacks of the 
fly. Present knowledge indicates the incorrectness of 
both of these statements. 

Later it was thought that the eggs, after being deposi¬ 
ted on the skin, gained entrance to the system by being 
licked off by the animal, and were then swallowed. This 
is also a fallacy. Observers have now clearly established 
the fact that the eggs are placed by the fly deep down 
between the hairs, to which the egg cases are attached. 
The hind legs are the most favoured positions. Hypo¬ 
derma bovis lays single eggs, whereas Hypoderma linea¬ 
tum lays several in a row. The larva m its first stage 
soon becomes active, and on liberation from the egg case, 
at once burrows into the skin tissues, then migrates, be¬ 
ing found later in various parts of the body—the gullet 
with most frequency, and ultimately finds its way to the 
back, forming the tumours or “ warbles,” being voided 
through suppurating openings in the skin. The cycle 
as now determined is—egg to adult one year. Egg about 
four days—larval stage 8 or 9 months or over—pupal stage 
6 weeks to 2 months. 

The economic losses in the countries where these flies 
are prevalent were dealt with, the damaged hides produc¬ 
ing a leather of poor quality, in some cases almost use¬ 
less, and at all times of much reduced value. 

It was explained that the main objects in bringing this 
subject before the Association were to promote discus¬ 
sion (11 on our Quarantine laws, and (2) any danger that 
might be apprehended of the flies in question becoming 
a pest in Australia. 

Relative to item 1, many particulars were furnished 
that following a visit to England in 1911, the then direc¬ 
tor of Quarantine for Australia issued, as a safeguard, 
a proclamation prohibiting the introduction to the 
Commonwealth of cattle from approved countries in the 


Northern Hemisphere, except those shipped during the 
months October to May inclusive. Since that period, 
however, it has been definitely shown that each year 
that cattle were under observation in Quarantine, and 
others that had been liberated, were found, particularly 
during the months of March and April, to be warble in¬ 
fested, this although they had left the country of origin 
during the period prescribed by regulation. The infer¬ 
ence is therefore drawn that by being prevented from 
embarkation during the summer months, June to Sep¬ 
tember inclusive, they had thereby become infested, 
whereas on the contrary, if allowed to have been shipped 
during that time, infestation might have been avow led. 

These facts, it is considered, go to show that the pre¬ 
sent restrictive period on the shipment of cattle destined 
for Australia as prescribed by the regulations has no 
good effect in practice, and might just as well be re¬ 
moved. 


Item 2. As to any danger of these flies being estab¬ 
lished in Australia, it might be pointed out that cattle 
have been imported here for over a century, warbles 
have been common in the Northern Hemisphere during 
the whole of that period, warbly imported cattle have 
been recorded as arriving in Australia for many years 
past, and it is known that as a great number of cattle 
nave passed through quarantine not showing the slightest 
appearance of warbles, they must have later on shed thb 
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larva in various parts of Australia, with no steps being 
taken for their effective destruction. 

As therefore there is no evidence to show that either 
of these flies have established themselves in the Com¬ 
monwealth, the opinion is formed that although the larva 
might be quite strong and thoroughly developed up to 
the time of leaving the beast, yet as they are shed here 
in the Autumn months as opposed to the Spring-time in 
the Northern climates, this is a factor against their 
non-pupation, or if pupation is carried through, then the 
tty is of such a sickly nature, that it dies, not surviving 
a sufficient length of time to carry out its purpose in 
Nature. The non-pupation is, however, believed to be 
the most likely result. 

A discussion followed in which it was evident that 
some members held the warble fly to be a distinctly pos¬ 
sible danger, and that rather than any relaxation of the 
regulations being allowed they should be strengthened. 
The experience of Australia with the horse and sheep 
bots was mentioned by Prof. Stewart as being an argu¬ 
ment in favour of the latter course. The actual fact that 
Australia is so far free from the pest is a strong argument 
in favour of the President's opinion, or else Australia 
has been remarkably lucky. Possibly both factors are 
to be reckoned with. 

The reports of the committees appointed to deal with 
the proposed history of the A.A. V.C.. with the A.I.F., 
and that appointed to collaborate witn the S.P.C.A. in 
their hospital and convalescent home scheme, were re¬ 
ceived and action decided upon. 

Messrs. John Lawson, B.V.Sc., H. S. Lucas, B.V.Sc., 
and H. G. Rich, B.V.Sc., were elected members of the 
Association. 

56 Bridge St, Sydney. Max Henry, Hon. Sec. 

16th April. 


THE HUNTING MEMORIAL FUND. 
Further Subscriptions needed. 

The General Committee of the Fund, at its third 
meeting, held June 1st, 1920, have decided to keep the 
Subscription List open until October 1st. 1920, so that 
the total amount may reach a figure worthy of the name 
of William Hunting it wishes to commemorate. 

Therefore will all those gentlemen who desire that 
this object shall be attained kindly forward their dona¬ 
tions to the Honorary Treasurer and Secretary. 

Henry Gray, 

June 1st, 1920. 1 Redfield Lane, S.W. 5. 

N.B. Second donations will be thankfully received. 


R.C.V.S. WAR MEMORIAL. 

The Secretary begs to acknowledge the receipt of the 
following donations, or promises of donations:— 

C. Blackhuret(Mr. & Mrs.), Broughton 5 5 0 
E. R. Edwards, Ministry of Agric. 110 

W. P. S. Edwards, Capt. R.A.V.C. 2 2 0 
G. D. Norman, West Town, Somerset 2 2 0 
T. Parker, Monkseaton 110 

W. Scott, Bridgwater 10 10 0 

Previously reported 587 10 0 

£609 11 0 


Veterinary Surgeons’ War Memorial. - 

At the annual meeting of the Royal College of Veter¬ 
inary Surgeons, which was held yesterday at IQ Red 
Lion Square, Mr. J. McKinna presiding discussion took 


[ place on the proposed war memorial. The Bcheme pro¬ 
vides for a mural tablet bearing the names of the 
members whose deaths have been reported, and it is 
hoped that donations will be sufficient, after defraying 
the expense of the tablet, to provide a fund for the 
endowment of the Library, to be called the War 
Memorial Library. 

It was also stated that it was hoped to raise sufficient 
money to enlarge the building, of which the college 
owns the freehold, and to improve the museum. The 
fund at present amounts to about £600. 

Mr. W. J. Mulvey, the treasurer, stated that very little 
advantage was likely to come from the Veterinary 
Surgeons' Act Amendment Bill; the monetary advantage 
to the profession would not exceed 10s. per head per 
annum. 

The report, which was adopted, contains the names of 
about 150 members who have received war honours — 
The Times . 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1920. 

Bushnell, W., Capt. R.A.V.C. £1 1 0 
Delacherois, C. H., Sand ford 110 

Goodliff, G., Huntingdon 1 1 0 

Hayes, J. W., Capt. R.A.V.C. l 1 0 

Lyon, Wm. Malcolm, Wooler 1 1 0 

Litt, W. E., Shrewsbury l l 0 

McCarmick, A., Leeds 1 1 0 

Matthew, A., Cape of Good Hope 110 
Parker, T., Newcastle-on-Tyne 110 

Powley, J. O., Birmingham 1 1 0 

Richardson, H. E., Hedon, Yorks l l 0 
Ripley, J. H., Hurst Green 1 1 0 

Senior, J. W., Wem. 1 l 0 

Thorburn, E. J, Crewkerne 110 

Williams, W. A., Penypound 1 1 0 

Woodcock, E. R. H., Capt. R.A.V.C. 1 1 0 
Young, W. Jackson, Edinburgh 1 1 0 
Previously acknowledged 800 4 5 

June £818 1 5 

Nopal College of 
IDeterlnarp Surgeons. 

The 77th Annual General meeting of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons was held at the College, 10 Red 
Lion Square, London, W.C., on Tuesday, June 1st., Mr. 
J. McKinna, President, being in the chair. 

The Secretary read the notice convening the meeting, 
which had appeared in the London Gazette for May 4th! 
1920. 

The Secretary announced that letters had been re¬ 
ceived from the following members of Council, regretting 
their inability to attendMajor Abson, Messrs. P. J. 
Howard, J. Clarkson, A. Goftonand Peter Wilson. 

The minutes of the previous annual general meeting, 
held on June 6th, 1919, were read, and on the motion of 
Mr. Price were confirmed and signed. 

Scrutineers’ Report. 

The Secretary announced that the Scrutineers had 
reported the balloting for the election of eight members 
of Council for the ensuing year to have resulted as fol¬ 
lows :—Mr. F. W. Garnett, 816; Sir John M'Fadyeao, 
797; Mr. G. H. Locke, 732; Mr. Trigger, 710; Dr. 
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Share-Jonea. 681; Mr. J. Clarkson, 631 ; Mr. J. Willett. 
538 ; Mr. Dunstan, 507 ; Mr. Faithfull, 443 ; Mr. Bart, 
400. There were 11 spoilt papers, and 51 papers were 
received too late. 

The President declared the following to be duly elec¬ 
ted members of Council:—Mr. Garnett, Sir John M‘Fad- 
yean, Messrs. Locke, Trigger, Dr. Share Jones, Messrs. 
Clarkson, Willett and Danstan. 

Vote op Thanks to Scrutineers. 

The President : The vote of thanks to the Scrutineers 
I think iB important. I saw these gentlemen at their 
work for the first time yesterday. Although the work 
is arduous they seem to enjoy it. I was very glad indeed 
to hear such expressions of good-will, and should like 
from the chair to propose in no formal way that a hearty 
vote of thanks be accorded to those gentlemen who were 
kind enough to give their services yesterday. 

The motion was seconded and was then put and de¬ 
clared by the President carried unanimously. 

Annual Report. 

The President : I think it has been customary in for¬ 
mer years to go through the annual report page by page, 
and if any member of the profession has any comments 
to make we will be very glad to hear them. 

The Secretary drew attention to two clerical errors 
on pages 2 and 3 respectively. 

Commenting on the report, the President emphasised 
the importance of the work done by the Registration 
Committee throughout the year. Both he himself and 
the whole Council were deeply interested in the question 
of the War Memorial, referred to on page 4, and he 
hoped no one would imagine that the fund was closed ; 
they hoped that many more subscriptions would come 
in. 

Mr. Price : I am disappointed with the progress of 
the War Memorial Fund. 1 was hoping that we should 
have got from the profession at least three or four thou¬ 
sand pounds, and I still hope for that amount. Roughly 
speaking, we represent about three thousand members, 
and for a great and important memorial like this I do 
not think we should expect less than on an average £2 
per member ; that would represent £6,000. You must 
remember, gentlemen, that this College, 10 Red Lion 
Square, is our freehold—do not forget that—and it is at 
once our duty and our privilege to do what we can to 
improve it and to extend its usefulness. It is our ambi¬ 
tion to have a very handsome tablet as a memorial to 
those who have fought and died for their country and 
their profession. The profession has lost 68 members ; 
that is a big death roll, and I think we ought to honour 
that death roll in a better manner than we are doing at 
the present time. It is our ambition to improve this 
building considerably ; if we could get funds enough, it 
is our ambition to erect another storey and to improve 
the library, to make it a lending library for the profes¬ 
sion, and a place where members of the profession could 
come and study the books in comfort. I do hope that 
the War Memorial Fund will keep on increasing : I think 
it amounts to about £600 now. There is every likelihood 
of the Veterinary Surgeons’ Bill passing into law shortly, 
and when that takes place there will not be the same 
drain on the profession, and you will be able to throw 
your energies into trying to support the Memorial fund. 
If we had this extra storey on the top of our building 
we should put the museum at the top of the house and 
have the library where the museum now is. I think that 
would make this building a unique establishment for us. 
Do not forget that as time rolls on the value of this 
building will keep on increasing tremendously, and what¬ 
ever we do to improve it we are doing to our own free¬ 
hold property, and we are improving and safeguarding 
the profession by so doing. With those few remarks I 


have much pleasure in leaving the matter in your hands 
foryour consideration. 

The President : We are much obliged. Mr. Price is 
one who has taken a great interest in the question of 
the War Memorial, and has shown his interest in a 
practical way. 

Mr. Trigger : I should like to say a few words on 
that subject I think it is One which must appeal strong¬ 
ly to every member of the profession. We all feel we 
cannot do too much to perpetuate the names of those 
men who gave their lives in our service. I think we 
want to go a little further than Mr. Price ; my idea is a 
very much larger one than his. He wants some few 
thousands pounds - - 

Mr. Price : Six. 

Mr. Trigger : I should want 60, but not now. I 
am not in favour of spending money on these buildings, 
for the simple reason that they are m a corner, and while 
we are here we do not occupy the position we ought to 
do, in the front street, so to speak. I would like to see 
the profession raise the five or six thousand pounds that 
Mr. Price suggests now ; that ought to be done easily. 
Then I woula suggest that this generation need not pay 
the enormouB sum that I should like to have for the War 
Memorial. The war was fought for the benefit of gener¬ 
ation to come, and my suggestion would be that if we 
can get £5000 or £6000 we should invest that as a nucleus, 
and then if our Bill is passed and we get at least £2000 
a year coming in (“No, no”) we might invest £500 every 
year and add it to the original sum. The profession 
might well be asked to subscribe another £500 a year, 
which would so increase the fund that I think in thirty 
or forty years time we might hope to have a building 
worthy of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, not 
in Red Lion Square but in a public position. We can¬ 
not take our proper position as a profession as long as 
our building is situated in its present out-of-the-way site. 
I do not think it is asking too much to ask the profession 
to do this ; it is only asking the present generation to do 
their share and expecting the next generation to do the 
same, and to put tne college in its proper position. 

Mr. Price : I should not care to wait twenty or thirty 
years; let us do the thing now. 

The President : I think the profession must come 
into its own through literature; that is one of the chan¬ 
nels through which we will gain recognition. We sym¬ 
pathise, therefore, with what Mr. Price has said as to the 
library. 

Mr. McIntosh : I would like to refer to that part 
of the Report which deals with the work of the Parlia¬ 
mentary Committee. I am sure we are all indebted to 
the Parliamentary Committee and to the Council for the 
efforts they have made to secure representation for the 
profession on the Consultative Council of the Ministry 
of Health, and I can only regret that their efforts have 
not met with success. It seems somewhat remarkable 
to me that in Ireland the profession have been able to 
secure representation on the Board of Health, and in 
Scotland they have been able to secure representation 
on the Consultative Council, and yet they should fail 
to do so in England. It is manifestly unfair that 
matters which may affect the profession profoundly 
should be dealt with by a body on which we are not 
represented. As a member of the rank and file it 
seems to me that it is no use pleading to Government 
departments; what we ought to do—and I am not 
satisfied it cannot be done now—is something much 
more drastic. The great wheels of State can never 
be moved unless you adopt force, and in view of the 
fact that nothing has been done I certainly think the 
profession should present a solid front and demand their 
proper position with regard to this particular matter. It 
is no use lying down to it; you want to fight. As a 
member of the profession I am not at all satisfied with 
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the present position of affairs, and I should be prepared 
to help in every direction to press this point still farther; 
I do not think we should take the attitude of the 
Government lying down. 

The President : Mr. McIntosh has put quite a perti¬ 
nent question on a matter which the Council has never 
lost sight of. The Council has repeatedly approached 
the Government on the matter. We should be glad, of 
course, to know of any other way in which pressure 
could be put. 

Sir John M‘Fadyean : Some of the words used by 
Mr. McIntosh appear to me to be somewhat ambiguous, 
and I should like to give him the opportunity of explain¬ 
ing and defining them. He has urged the Council and 
the profession to resort to force, and has used the word 
“ fighting.” I scarcely think he meant to use the words 
in the sense in which they are generally accepted, and to 
advocate direct as opposed to political action ; but I 
think it is very desirable, inasmuch as this is a public 
meeting, that that should be made perfectly clear. 
Although I do not feel specially called upon to defend 
the action of the Council in this matter, 1 wish to point 
out that whether the battle is fought out by direct 
action or by political influence we are in a frightful 
minority, and it is no use—at any rate, it does not 
appear to me to be any use—declaring that we must not 
take this thing lying down, and that we must fight, and 
that we must use force. It would have been better if 
Mr. McIntosh had specifically declared how we are to 
exercise this force. 

Mr. McIntosh : I have not found fault in any*way 
with the Council, and I am quite ready to believe that 
they have done their very best to secure recognition. 
What I suggest is that we should do something more 
than take things simply as we are told to take them, 
and that as a profession we should go and demand our 
rights. I used the word “fight” before instead of 
41 demand,” but 1 do not think “ fight ” is out of place, 
and I do not propose to withdraw it; I still maintain 
we have got to fight for our position. It is no use plead¬ 
ing with the Government ; why should we plead and 
beg for what is ours by right ? Surely we have got past 
the stage of begging for recognition of the profession 
now] A labouring man is entitled to a place on the 
Consultative Council, and rightly so; why should not 
we, as a profession, have the same opportunity? That 
is the whole point. I am not prepared to say what 
methods we might adopt, but there are methods. It is 
only a question of organising ourselves as a body; if 
that is done I believe further and better recognition can 
be had. (Hear, hear.) t 

The President then continued to take the Report page 
by page Commenting thereon, he said that the Register 
now contained all the information which used to be in¬ 
serted before the war, and he hoped every member would 
obtain a copy. He was sorry to say that during the 

K st year the profession had lost a large number of mem* 
rs, whose names were given in the Report. The last 
item was a list of those who had won decorations in the 
late war. He was sure they would all rejoice at that list. 
Mr. F. W. Garnett moved the adoption of the Report. 
Mr. Gooch : Before the Report is adopted may I ask 
one question ? I should just like to ask the Council 
whether they deem it necessary or expedient, or if any 
good use is served, by publishing the number of votes re¬ 
corded in the election of examiners. 

A Member of the Council : It is usual to record the 
number of votes of the successful candidates, and I can 
■ee no reason why it should not be done. 

The President : And of the others as well. 

Mr. Thatcher : The number of votes obtained by the 
unsuccessful candidates is given so that they can see ex¬ 


actly the way in which they are viewed by the general 
body of the profession ; I do not see why the information 
should be kept back. 

Mr. Gooch : I simply ask the question because I want 
to know if any good purpose was served by the practice. 
I think the reverse is the case. I do not think it is 
necessary to publish the figures. I think if the results 
were published without the figures it would not hurt at 
any rate some feelings, and if any man who was not suc¬ 
cessful wanted to know the number of votes recorded for 
him, he could easily write to the Secret&iy. I do not 
think any good purpose is served by publishing the num¬ 
ber of votes. I speak feelingly ; I have been an examiner 
during the war, filling up a gap. 1 believe the best men 
have been elected ; I quite agree with the results of the 
examination, and I do not cast any slur upon that. But 
take my own case. A few months ago this Council had 
to vote five times in order to say which was the best 
man—the most suitable man— between myself and an¬ 
other. Within a few months I have only got the vote of 
ono member of the Council. Certainly there must be 
something very wrong with my character or ability. 

The President : I do not think you ought to take it 
in that way. 

Mr. Gooch : I do not take it as a slight, personally. 

Mr. Price : It is a question we might consider. 

Mr. Samson : I for one, as a humble member, entirely 
disagree with Mr. Gooch’s proposal. I think everything 
should come out. We get quite enough ‘up the sleeve’ 
with the Council now. I think we should do everything 
in a straight-forward manner. In Parliamentary elec¬ 
tions and everywhere else the votes are recorded ; let us 
continue to have everything open here. (Applause.) 

The President : I should like to assure Mr. Gooch 
that the view he has taken of the matter is a mistaken 
one. If there are no other comments I will put the 
motion for the adoption of the Report to the meeting. 

The motion for the adoption of the Report was then 
put and declared by the President carried unanimously. 

Financial Statement. 

The President : Our Treasurer is here and will be 
glad to give information to any member requiring it. 
Will someone move the reception of the statement ? 

The reception of the financial statement was moved by 
Mr. Price. 

The Treasurer : I move that the Report be adopted, 
Sir ; but in doing so I desire to call the attention of the 
profession to the fact that we have an adverse balance of 
£481 158. Much has been said to-day of the advantages 
that are to accrue from the passing of the Veterinary 
Surgeons’ Act, if it does pass; but I can tell you this, 
that there will be very little advantage to this Council. 
When you take into consideration that all the money we 
shall get from it will not amount to 10/- per head per 
annum that is quite evident. I do not want the mem¬ 
bers who have voluntarily subscribed to think that they 
will have to leave off giving, because the little sum we 
shall get from the Veterinary Surgeons’Act—if, as I said 
befor?, it is passed—will not carry on the work of this 
College, let alone leaving a balance for any improve¬ 
ments. 

Mr. West seconded the motion for the adoption of the 
Statement. 

The President : No doubt Mr. Mulvey, with bis care 
and anxiety for the Treasurers of this College, looks upon 
the matter in the light of how things are at present; 
but we hope matters will not remain abnormal for many 
years. 

The Treasurer : I am not looking at it from that 
point of view, but from the point of view of actual figures. 
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Perhaps you. have forgotten what yon bound yourself to 
do by this Act. If you get it—and whether it is worth 
getting I will not express an opinion—yon bound your¬ 
self in the first place— 

Mr. Price : On a point of order, Sir, I do not think it 
would be policy to go into thU just now. 

Mr. Samson : Go on, Mr. Mulvey. 

The Treasurer : If this Act is passed, do not think 
you are going to be overwhelmed with money, because 
you are not. 

The motion for the adoption of the Financial State¬ 
ment was then put, and declared by the President carried 
unanimously. 

The President : That closes the meeting. I am much 
obliged to all of you for coming and showing so much 
interest in the profession ; the meeting to-day is one of 
the largest 1 have seen for a great number of years. 

Mr. Garnett : Before we part I should like to say 
that we all feel a great debt of gratitude to you, Sir, 
for presiding over us to-day. (“Hear, hear”). A more 
orderly meeting has never met in this room, and for that 
a great deal is due to the vigour with which you have 
carried out your duties. 

Col. Brittlebank : May I be allowed, Mr. Garnett, 
to second your proposal, and say how much I appreciate, 
as a member of the Council who comes from the North, 
Mr. McKinna’s continuous kindness, and, during his 
year of office, his great energy and industry on behalf of 
us all. His presence here to-day is a guarantee of his 
deep interest in the profession, and very few people know 
how much time the President has to devote to the work 
of the College, which necessitates almost continuous 
residence in London. I have very much pleasure in 
seconding the proposal. 

The motion was then put to the meeting by Mr. Gar¬ 
nett and carried with acclamation. 

The President : Mr. Garnett, Col. Brittlebank and 
Gentlemen, I very much appreciate this vote of thanks 
which you have so kindly accorded me, particularly so 
because it was moved by Mr. Garnett and seconded by 
Col. Brittlebank, because they are well in touch with 
the work of the College. My profession, I might say, 
has always been my hobby; I have given all my spare 
time to my profession. I nave received, probably, more 
than I have ever given. It is a great delight to me to 
occupy this Chair; that I feel very proud of it goes with¬ 
out saying. particularly as my colleagues have supported 
me so well. I appreciate their support and help very 
much, and to the members of the profession generally I 
am grateful for their recognition, and especially for the 
vote of thanks which has been given to me to-day. 

The meeting then terminated! 


The poisonous properties of Lupins. 

In the January number of the Journal of the Ministry 
of Agriculture there appears an article by A. W. Older- 
snaw, m.b.e., b.so., on “The value of Lupins in the cul¬ 
tivation of poor light ground.” 

The writer of the article has come to the conclusion 
that they possess certain qualities which render them of 
great value to occupiers of this type of land, and believes 
that their usefulness is not sufficiently appreciated in 
this country. It is pointed out (and this is of importance 
to veterinarians) that considerable care must be taken in 
folding lupins, to prevent the animals from eating too 
large a quantity at once; or a heavy mortality may 
occur. 

The author quotes Kellner (The scientific feeding of 
animals) who states the fodder from lupins always has a 
heating effect, and in some years all parts of the plant 


contain a deadly poison. This poison, he states, is a 
protein-like substance, probably due to the action of 
some fungus, which favoured by the weather, migrates 
to the plant He recommends feeding the lupins to a 
rabbit or similar animal in order to judge whether the 
material is safe. Steaming for four or five hours under 
a pressure of 60-80lbs. per square inch is, Kellner states, 
necessary to destroy the poisonous properties. 

Oldershaw has been unable to trace any instance in 
Suffolk of serious poisoning from feeding green lupins. 
Most flock-masters using their fold with confidence, pro¬ 
vided certain precautions are taken. Kellner appears to 
over-emphasise the danger of poisoning. At the same 
time there can be no doubt that some danger exists anff ' 
that great care is necessary. If, however, lupins are 
mixed with other plants, such as tares and oats, the dan¬ 
ger is small. 

Whilst chemists have shown the presence of poisonous 
alkaloids in lupins, the losses to stock in Northern Ger¬ 
many in consequence of feeding lupins, have been con¬ 
sidered by certain in vestigatorsas due, not to the alkaloids 
but to a hypothetical substance, known as ictrogen. 

An investigation in America showed that the lupins 
grown there contained alkaloids ; and Dr. Sell man, who 
conducted it. considered that most, if not all, of the 
poisoning of live stock in America by lupins wasdue to 
these alkaloids and not to ictrogen. These alkaloids are 
toxic or fatal if a sufficient quantity of the plant is con¬ 
sumed, but they are harmless if the consumption is below 
a certain limit; up to this point the lupins may be a 
useful food if precautions are taken that the limit-is not 
exceeded. The alkaloids can also be largely removed by 
leaching with water. 

The author states that the actual cause of death whea 
it occurs from lupin poisoning is paralysis of respiration. 
In the treatment of lupin poisoning, good results were 
obtained from potassium permanganate and from tea. 
All parts of the lupin plant examined were found to be 
poisonous, the seed being most toxic. 

The investigation showed that the toxic substance is 
excreted by the kidneyB, and that the intoxication is not 
cumulative. Animals may eat comparatively large 
quantities with no evil results if the toxic limit is not 
reached at any one time. Poisoning can be avoided by 
careful handling of the flocks, and by special care being 
taken to see that hungry sheep are not grazed on fields 
where there is much lupin. 

Boodt has described a method for removing the poison¬ 
ous substance contained in lupins. A vat is half-filled 
with lupins, and water is then poured in up to the brim, 
the whole being left to stand for 24 hours. The lupins 
are then placed in another vat full of fresh water, boiled 
for three nours and left to cool for 12 hours. They are 
again removed to another vat containing fresh water, 
where they remain for a further 12 hours, when they are 
crushed. 

Boodt admits that this process is not very rapid, but 
points out that it is necessary to proceed cautiously in 
order to avoid the slightest trouble on feeding. After 
crushing, the lupins are mixed with finely chipped oat 
straw, and the mixture forms an excellent food for 
cattle. 

In Sehouwen lupin grain is stated to be fed to horses 
with the straw, without any soaking or other treat¬ 
ment. 

The writer in the journal from which these notes are 
extracted, considers that if some method of soaking and 
crushing, such as that outlined above, were found success¬ 
ful in eliminating the poisonous properties of lupins, the 
resulting product might very well be dried and placed op 
the market as a cooked crushed food, as is extensively 
done in the case of cooked flaked maize. In the course 
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of the article, the experiences that several Suffolk flock- 
masters have had with lupins are given. One of them 
states “when fed to sheep in the summer, lupins help to 
expel intestinal worms.” It is pointed out that sheep 
cannot live satisfactorily on lupins alone. 

F.R.C.V.S. 


Cattle and CEnanthe Crocata. 

Writing in the current issue (March) of The Irish 
Naturalist , Mr. C. B. Moffat, b.a., m.r.i.a., describes a 
case of cattle freely eating of the- Hemlock Water-Drop- 
wort (CEnanthe wocata ), without showing any ill effects. 
He writes 

“On the 27th May, 1918, when passing through a field 
watered by this stream (the Tubbergalt, at Ballyhyland, 
(Jo. Wexford), I noticed that a rich growth of Water- 
Dropwort, which had a few days previously formed the 
main vegetation of the stream-bed for about 200 yards, 
was more than half eaten down. A herd of 13 milch 
cows (Shorthorns) were grazing in the field, and on 
watching for about ten minutes, I saw no fewer than six 
of these animals (one at a time) leaving their grazing 
and march down to the stream to make a substantial 


meal of what remained of the CEnanthe. Neglecting all 
other aquatic and waterside vegetation, the cows showed 
plainly that they repaired to the stream for no other 
purpose than to eat the Hemlock Water-Dropwort. 
They ate mot only the leaves and flowers (with which 
they began) but also the main stems down to within 
some nine inches of the surface of the water, where they 
generally left off, making in fact, as neat a clearance as 
if a scythe had been at work. As the cows appeared 
none the worse, and most of the Dropwort was already 
eaten, I saw no use in disturbing them from their en¬ 
joyment of the remainder. On the next day I again saw 
several of them (including the oldest cow in the herd) 
feeding on the same plant, and I believe they all took 
turns at it. The summer passed, and no harm befel any 
of the animals.” 

The writer asks that further observation may be made 
by farmers in other districts during the coming summer. 
A ready clue can be obtained by glancing at any stream 
where the Dropwort grows within reach of cattle, for 
the remains of the plants that have been eaten present 
a conspicuous appearance—suggestive (as before remark¬ 
ed) of the work of a scythe some six or nine inches 
above the water .—The Farmers Gazette. 
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Hioheb Degrees. 

The first examination for the Public Health De¬ 
gree is to be held at Edinburgh this month. It is 
hoped that ultimately this degree will become indis¬ 
pensable to the veterinarian specialising in Public 
Health work. Time will tell whether it is more 
successful in attaining this object than the Fellow¬ 
ship Degree has so far been in fulfilling an analogous 
though wider one. 

The Fellowship Degree has now been established 
more than forty years. The intention of its founders 
was that every member aspiring to rise above medi¬ 
ocrity should use it as a stepping-stone to success. 
We all know that the Degree has fallen short, of 
fulfilling expectations in this direction; and its 
failure has become more evident in late years. 
Further, the revision of its regulations, which, it 
might have been hoped, would popularise the Degree, 
seem to be having rather the opposite effect. At 
the two Fellowship examinations last year there 
were six candidates, four of whom passed. At the 
one examination held so far this year there were 
five candidates, and four passed. We were accus¬ 
tomed to see better figures before the war, under the 
old regulations. 

Perhaps the most serious sign is that members 
generally seem to feel so little interest in these De- 

? rees. A certain indifference to the Public Health 
>egree, which is only intended for specialists, may 
be natural in general practitioners; but that the 
same indifference should be extended to the Fellow¬ 
ship Degree, which is open to every member, is 
rather surprising. The existence of the indifference 
is plain enough. The revision of the Fellowship 
regulations, over which the Council took no little 
trouble shortly before the war, and which consider¬ 
ably altered the conditions of the examination, was 
accomplished with little or no comment from the 
profession. No one knows whether those members 
who have taken the trouble to understand the new 
regulations think them an improvement upon the old 
ones or otherwise. The probability is that very few 
have thought over the question at all. 

Is it not time that we took some interest in our 
higher degrees ? One result of doing so might well 
be to bring the Fellowship Degree nearer to a realiz¬ 
ation of the intention of its founders than it has 
ever yet been. It might also prevent the Public 
Health Degree, which, though narrower in scope, is 
of almost equal importance, from falling into neglect 
like the Fellowship, No profession can afford to 
ignore its higher degrees, as we seem in danger of 
doing. 


Election to Council. A Correction. 

In our issue of last week, p.575, Members elected: 
For Mr. Dunstan 507, read Mr. Buxton 507. 


AN AUTOCRATIC DECISION. 

Horse-breeding Act, 1918. 

Recently I was called to examine the Clydesdale 
Stallion “Raeburn”, which had previously been rejec¬ 
ted for Stringhalt by one of the Board of Agriculture 
examiners, under the Horse-breeding Act, 1918. I 
examined the horse carefully on several occasions 
and could find no evidence of the disease being pre¬ 
sent ; and as the owner intended to lodge an appeal 
under Section 4 of the Act, I advised further ex¬ 
aminations by other 3 veterinary surgeons. These 
three gentlemen pronounced the horse sound and 
the appeal was lodged. A referee was then appoin¬ 
ted by the Board to examine the horse, and, as a 
result of his report the owner was notified that the 
Board could not grant a licence. 

Now, I submit that where there is such con¬ 
flict of opinion as in this case, equity is not obtained 
by vesting in one individual autooratic powers, en¬ 
abling him to set aside the veiws of any number of 
other veterinary surgeons, and on his own respon¬ 
sibility to settle the future of a valuable horse. In 
such a case as this a reasonable decision could only 
be arrived at by the Board hearing evidence from 
both sides before giving judgement. 

It would be interesting to know from the referee— 
whom I don’t know—after an examination, how he 
arrived at the conclusion that “Raeburn” was af¬ 
fected with Stringhalt. Perhaps he would favour 
the writer to that extent through the medium of 
your journal. 

Rutherglen, 2nd June. John Campbell. 


The Toxicity and Method op Utilisation of 
Alimentary Proteids. 

M. E. Maignon has reported some experimental 
work upon this queston to the Academy of Sciences. 
The dog, which is naturally a carnivorous animal, 
accomodates itself to a purely proteid diet much 
better than the white rat. The variations in toxi¬ 
city of the same proteid for different species of ani¬ 
mals seem to be related to the degree of faculty 
which each species possesses of transforming the 
proteid into fat. Casein is much more toxic for the 
dog than for the rat, because the dog transforms it 
into fat with much more difficulty than does the rat, 
as is shown by the absence of fatty overloading of 
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the liver. These facts confirm the part which fats 
appear to play io the utilisation of nitrogenous 
materials. 

Fats diminish the toxicity of albuminoids, and 
augment their nutritive power. With fat, the neces¬ 
sary minimum of albumen is about three times less 
than with starch. The ration which assures the 
fixity of weight is higher if it is composed of albu¬ 
men and starch than when it is a mixture of albu¬ 
men and fat. The difference is in the proportion of 
p to 4, the rations being expressed in calories. Ex¬ 
periments upon the rat show that albumen is better 
utilised with fat than with starch. In the utilisation 
of proteid materials, fats therefore play an import¬ 
ant role, which carbo-hydrates are unable to ful¬ 
fil. 

From the therapeutic point of view, fatty bodies 
may be considered as qualitative modifiers of nutri¬ 
tion. It would be interesting to methodically study 
their effects in all affections connected with nitro¬ 
genous intoxication,— (Journal de Mtd. Vet. ct de 
Zootechnie). 

Gaseous Cysts op Intestine and Peritoneum. 

This lesion in the human subject exactly resem¬ 
bles a very frequent lesion of the pig, which is known 
by the name of mesenteric emphysema . The patho¬ 
genesis of the porcine lesion is still doubtful, and it 
may be of the same nature as the human affec¬ 
tion. 

The human disease is a chronic affection of the 
abdomen, very difficult to explain in its pathogenesis, 
and equally singular in its course. Cystic formations 
may develops in the thiokness of the wall of the 
gastro-intestinal tract and of the peritoneal serous 
membrane. These cysts, whatever their number— 
and they may sometimes be counted in hundreds— 
range from the size of a pea to that of a mandarin 
orange. They contain, not liquid, but gas. 

Letulle and Tuffier have examined for oases of 
this singular disease, and have been able to establish 
some details in its histology, which seem in a mea- 
ure to explain the pathogenesis of the gaseous cysts. 
The first fact which their researoh has established 
is that the starting point of the cystic formations is 
an obstruction to the course of the lymph, a chronic 
obliterating lymphangitis. All cysts, wherever 
situate, are constantly derived from a cicatrix ; and 
this cicatrix is certainly a lymph vessel which has 
been obliterated, sometimes fora long period. The 
source of the gas is unknown and much discussed. 
Histological examination of the cystic wall seems to 
furnish some explanations. It shows that they are 
wholly constituted of dense sclerosed fibrous tissue, 
poor in nutritive vessels. It also demonstrates the 
existence of an old chronic inflammatory lesion, and 
therefore justifies the hypothesis of an infective 
agent as the etio-pathogenetic base of the gaseous 
cysts. (Ostertag has already put forward this hypo¬ 
thesis with regard to the cysts of the pig).—(La 
Clinica Vetennaria). 

W.R.C. 


NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

Royal Counties Division. 


A general meeting was held at “Ye Olde Red House,” 
Bond Street Bath, on Friday April 30th, when the Presi¬ 
dent, Mr. W. T. D. Broad, presided; there were also 
present Messrs. J. H. Baxter, G. P. Male, (lion. Treas.), 
r. J. Simpson (Hon. Sec.), J. C. Coleman, Major Seldon, 
J. H. Parker, J. Basil Buxton. Capt. W. N. Jurgenson, 
and Messrs. H. Russell Allen, T. H. Pettifer, C. E. Perry, 
J. R. Hewer, R. Porch, W. A. Welch (Visitors). 

Apologies at inability to attend were received from 
Major H. G. Lepper, Mr. T. W. Lepper, Major R. Cat- 
mur, Mr. H. A. MacCormack, Capt. Rees-Mogg, Mr. F. 
Bazeley, Mr. F. Willett, Capt. Jelbart, m.c., Mr. G. E. 
King, Mr. P. Lloyd, Mr. J. McKerlie and Prof. Brayley 
Reynolds, Mr. Verney. 

Mr. Coleman proposed that the minutes be taken as 
read, and asked that a fuller report be published in The 
Record in future. A great many items he particularly 
wished to go to the notice of the veterinary profession 
were omitted. 

Maj. Seldon seconded the adoption of the minutes 
which were then passed. 

The Secretary mentioned that he had written to Mr. 
J. .Donaldson Pottie who had replied thanking him for 
his letter and ‘ also for placing my letter before your 
membersasit will strengthen our profession generally and 
mutually.” 

He had also written to Mr. G. E. King expressing the 
members sympathy at the cause of his absence, and Mr. 
King had replied : “Will you please convey to the 
members my grateful appreciation of kind message of 
sympathy ..lam thankful to say I am getting stronger 
but it is a very slow business.” 

Mr. J. W. Brittlebank wrote : “ Many thanks for your 
letter intimating the names of your representatives on 
the Council N. V.M.A. I am afraid however that by the 
rules you can only have the three representatives until 
you ean bring your membership up to 70, which I hope 
you will be able to do soon. I wrote at some length to 
Mr. Male last night re organising the Southern Branch 
and besides the questions of the resolutions of Council 
I am asking for all to take in hand the Milk and Dairies 
(Consolidated) Bill, 1915 and the final report of Lord 
Astor’s Committee, as I think there is much which re¬ 
quires the attention of the N.V.M.A. It would have 
been premature earlier, as they have not yet started to 
frame the Orders and it is these particularly which will 
affect us.” 

It was decided, on the proposition of Major Seldon 
seconded by Mr. Male, to discuss the question of Lord 
Astor’s Committee and the Milk Bill at the next meet¬ 
ing. 

Mr. E. White Wallis, Secretary the Royal Sanitary 
Institute, Bath, wrote expressing his thanks for the com¬ 
munication notifying the appointment of delegates to the 
forthcoming Congress in Birmingham, and Major F. C. 
O’Rorke wrote saying he would have great pleasure in 
allowing his name to remain on their list of members as 
an honorary member during his tour of foreign service. 

Mr. Fred. Bullock, Secretary, Victoria Veterinary 
Benevolent Fund wrote saying he saw they had agreed 
to accept a collecting box for the Benevolent Fund and 
was sending them one. [The box was placed on the 
table at the meeting and also handed round.] 

Mr. Fred. Bullock, Secretary, R.C.V.S., wrote saying 
he would give, as soon as he could ascertain them, the 
names of the M.P. representing their district who were 
on the Standing Committee B, to which the Veterinary 
Surgeons Act Amendment Bill had been committed. 
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Mr. Coleman proposed that the letter be sent to the 
Member of Parliament who is on the Standing Commit¬ 
tee. Mr. Male seconded and it was carried. 

A letter was read from the Central Veterinary Associ¬ 
ation of Ireland concerning increased fees and on the 
proposition of Mr. Male, seconded by Capt. Jiirgenson, 
the following resolution was passed 

That although the terms do not apply to England we 
sympathise with them in their endeavours to obtain in¬ 
creased fees and, if we can we will support them and 
have much pleasure in doing so. 

The President proposed that a letter be sent to the 
Secretary of the new Society to be called the Mid-West, 
as they were a neighbouring Society, with their hearty 
wishes for good luck, expressing the hope that the Society 

seconded and the resolution was heart¬ 
ily agreed to. 

yew Members. Mr. S. If. Pettifer of Malmesbury, 
was nominated as a member by Major Seldon. 

The Secretary seconded and proposed the name of Mr. 
W. It. Kennedy of Kingston-on-Thames. Mr. Male 
seconded. 

The Secretary said both those nominations came in 
to him a fortnight before the meeting. They were ac¬ 
cordingly elected, as also were the following 

Major It. Catmur. m.rc.vs., proposed by Mr. G. E. 
King, seconded by Mr. J. Willett. 

Mr. J. R. Hewer, m.r c.v.8., by Mr. J. H. Baxter, and 
Mr. G. P. Male. 

Major E. E. Jelbart, m.c., m.r.c.v.8., by Mr. G. P. 
Male, and Mr. R. J. Verney. 

Mr. Male said there were three distinguished mem¬ 
bers present from that locality and he would be delighted 
to propose them as members if he might be allowed to 
do so. The members of the Royal Counties came to 
Bath, thinking they bad no Society, to offer them the 
hand of fellowship. They were delighted that they had 
formed a society of their own; at tne same time they 
would be very pleased if they joined the Royal Coun¬ 
ties. 

Mr. Perry thanked Mr. Male for his kind expressions 
towards the new Society. Already they had 40 members 
and hoped to have 78 before their next meeting. He 
was afraid he could not join the Royal Counties as he 
was already a member of the Western Counties. 

Mr. Welcti also thanked Mr. Male for his kind words 
but asked them to defer making him a member of the 
Royal Counties for the present. 

Mr. Porch said how pleased he was to be amongst 
them. Years ago he was a member of their Society and 
once occupied the presidential chair. He hoped they 
would defer electing him a member of the Royal Coun¬ 
ties for the present, as be wished to give all his time and 
attention to the new Society. He suggested an inter¬ 
change of members between their Society and his, so as to 
make them two strong Societies. 

, Joint Meetings. 

The President, one of the delegates to the Southern 
Counties V.M.A. meeting, said he gathered from the 
meeting that they were unanimously in favour of the 
idea of having joint meetings with the Southern Coun¬ 
ties and South Eastern. The Secretary would read the 
resolutions passed in order to have a basis to work upon, 
and he hoped the South Eastern and Royal Counties 
would also pass them. Mr. Livesey had spent an enor¬ 
mous amount of time and trouble in bringing those reso¬ 
lutions to a head. On those lines of business they had 
a nucleus for power and strength by which to carry the 
whole opinion of the veterinary world. 

The Secretary said he was present at the meeting 
not only as a delegate but as a member of the Southern 


would prosper. 
The Secretary 


Counties. The Southern Counties took up those resolu¬ 
tions and passed them right away through ; they were 
whole-hearted about the scheme. He proposed “That 
this meeting of members of the Royal Counties approve 
of the principle of holding joint meetings with the 
Southern Counties Veterinary Association and with the 
South Eastern Veterinary Society.” 

This was seconded and agreed to, and it was decided 
to forward the resolution to the Southern Counties. 

The Secretary then read the resolutions passed by the 
Southern Counties:— 

1. “ That this meeting of members of the S.C.V.S., to¬ 
gether with delegates from the R.C.V.M.S. and the 
S.E.V.S, approve the principle of holding joint meetings 
of the three Societies.” 

2. “ That the three Societies collaborate for the follow¬ 
ing objects :—(1) Create and strengthen unity of thought 
and action among members of the veterinary profession. 

(2) Political, social, scientific welfare of our profession. 

(3) Strengthening and improving the status of the three 
Societies. (4) The protection of the interests of the 
general practitioner and veterinary inspector. 

3. “ That a Joint Council be constituted for the follow¬ 
ing purposes (a) To carry out the objects already de¬ 
fined. (6) To act as a link between the three Societies, 
(c) To arrange for the periodical holding of joint meet¬ 
ings. (d) To consider and advise upon any subject re¬ 
ferred to it. («) To take such immediate action as it 
may deem necessary and expedient on behalf of all three 
Societies, (f) To advise and assist members who are in 
trouble or in need of help.” (Not financially). 

4. “That the Joint Council consist of the President and 
Secretary and four members of each constituent Society 
together with a joint Secretary.” 

5. “ That at least three joint meetings be held annually 
under the auspices of each Society alternately ; that a 
joint annual dinner be held in London in December: 
and that the first joint meeting be held in June, 1920.” 
(or July, or about that time). 

6. “ That Capt. O. Rees Mom be appointed Joint 
Honorary Secretary until the Joint Council has been 
formed. 


On the proposal of Mr. Buxton seconded by Capt. 
Jiirgenson, resolutions Nos. 2 and 3 were adopted pro¬ 
visionally. 

Resolution No. 4. Mr. Buxton proposed that “our 
representatives on the Joint Council consist of the Presi- 
dent. Secretary, and four members.” Mr. Male seconded, 
and it was agreed. 

The four representatives of R.C.V.M.S. on the Joint 
Council were chosen : Mr. Male, Mr, Buxton, Mr. J. 
Coleman and Mr. J. Willett. 

Resolutions Nos. 5 and 6 were agreed. 

The Secretary read the following letter from Professor 
Brayley Reynolds 

Dear Major Simpson,—I regret to say I shall not be 
able to be present at the Royal Counties meeting at 
Bath on the 30th inst. I regret this more since the 
question of holding conjoint meetings of the South 
Eastern, Southern Counties and Royal Counties Associ¬ 
ations comes up for discussion and decision. It is a 
question upon which I feel strongly, and I trust that no 
decision will be come to without due consideration. 

I was as you know a visitor at the last meeting of the 
Southern Counties at Red Lion Square. If, as we were 
told by Mr. Livesey at the last meeting of the Royal 
Counties, the consideration of this question had only 
taken the form of an informal conversation following the 
December meeting of the Southern Counties Association, 
then the various resolutions proposed at their March 
meeting would appear to have been passed with remark¬ 
ably little discussion. 
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It is a debatable point whether the combining of the 
three Societies for the purpose of holding joint meetings 
will be successful in improving the attendance and dis¬ 
cussion at these meetings. One of the chief causes of 
non-attendance is the genuine inability of many prac¬ 
titioners, especially those who are single-handed, to spare 
the time to be away from their practices. To those to 
whom the places of meeting are not very accessible the 
extra time they are compelled to be absent is a matter 
of great importance, and often decides their non-atten¬ 
dance. By holding joint meetings distances will be in¬ 
creased, and the presumption that some of the now re¬ 
gular attendants of local meetings will not be able to at¬ 
tend so regularly at such meetings is not a groundless 
one. On the other hand should attendance at the com¬ 
bined meetings be improved, may it not be at the expense 
of local meetings 1 For the number of meetings per year 
will be increased, and just as some veterinary surgeons 
cannot go too far, they are unable to go too often. 

Another cause of non-attendance is a lack of enthusi¬ 
asm for, or even a degree of disinterestedness in, the 
well being and unity of the veterinary profession. A 
marked improvement in this respect wilt have to take 
place if the joint meetings are to be a success ; and if 
possible for these, then why not for the local meetings 1 
It will be admitted there are signs of an awakening in¬ 
terest in the veterinary profession. If this feeliDg be 
fostered there should be no trouble to obtain more mem¬ 
bers of local Societies, and no trouble in persuading al¬ 
ready existing members to become more active members. 
The recent decision to forma Mid West and[South Wales 
Veterinary Association is a proof of the healthier and 
more active interest taken by individual members in the 
profession as la whole. Ana, in connection with this 
new society the question arises, will it too be asked to 
join hands 1 

As far as the suggested better results from conjoint 
action in connection with administrative work is con¬ 
cerned, why not make use of the already existing 
Southern division of the National, and turn this into 
more active machinery ? I believe I am right in stating 
that power already exists for calling a meeting of all 
affiliated societies in the Southern area. 

I am afraid I have written at some length, but though 
I belong to that class in the profession which is supposed 
to be out of touch with the general needs of the profes¬ 
sion from a practitioner’s point of view, I am none the 
less sincere w my wishes for nothing but its well-being. 
—I am, Yours faithfully, 

£. Brayley Reynolds. 

Camden Town, N.W. 

27th April 

Mr. Coleman said that since the question of joint 
meetings had been mooted he had had a chat with Col. 
Brittlebank; while he (the Colonel) approved of the 
friendliness between the Societies he agreed that the 
National was making a very strong attempt to be the 
representative of the profession, and he thought with him 
(Mr. Coleman) that the object would be more in unison 
if carried out by a body like the National than by a con¬ 
glomeration of individual Societies. He (Mr. Coleman) 
approved of the idea of joint meetings of the Societies 
for scientific purposes. He thought it was up to them 
to support the National. They were a real live Society 
now it only given the work to do. He strongly opposed 
the amalgamation of Societies for political purposes, but 
for scientific purposes he agreed with the idea. 

Mr. Buxton said he had an immense respect for Mr. 
Coleman and his advice on matters veterinary, but he 
thought he was wrong when he attempted to draw a 
strict line of demarcation between scientific and political 
subjects. The very last thing the amalgamated Council 
would do would be to rush through any political move 
without advising the Council. 


The Secretaby said it was all very well for the 
National Association to jump in after someone else had 
moved. It was the first man who was the live man. 
The National had been in existence for years and years, 
but where had they once attempted to make a real for¬ 
ward move such as was attempted to be made on the 
present occasion 1 As Mr. Buxton had said, the idea was 
not that of doing underhand political work but of trying 
to get those strong associations to put up real good meet¬ 
ings, to back each other with regards to financial matters, 
if necessary, and to get good demonstrations at their 
meetings. They would also cement friendship with the 
two associations as a whole and between the individual 
members. They could also help in many ways the mem¬ 
bers of the profession, and get into closer touch with 
them than through the National. 

Mr. Coleman agreed that up to now the National 
had done nothing for them, but m Col. Brittlebank they 
had a real live man who had plenty of support and his 
views were practically the same as theirs. It could 
come better from one head than from a lot of smaller 
ones. Unity was power to-day. 

Major Sbldon asked if it were a fact that by their 
joiningwith the Southern Counties and the South Eastern 
the National would of necessity die? Could not the 
National go on on its own lines as before—doing nothing? 

Mr. Male said they were under a little misunderstand¬ 
ing. He did not think the proposal was antagonistic to 
the National in any shape or form. Personally he 
thought it would help the National, because it would 
make the societies keen and energetic, and look out to 
see what good work they could do for the profession. It 
would also help from a scientific point of view by getting 
good operators, and all that sort of thing. Like Mr. 
Coleman, he had great faith in the National, and thought 
that before very Tong they would see a very great re¬ 
juvenation in the National, which would become a great 
society for the good of the profession. But that should 
not prevent them joining up with other societies and 
having conjoined meetings. The only objection was the 
one Professor Bray ley Reynolds made, that there would 
be a tremendous number of meetings to attend. There 
would be their four meetings a year. One of them would 
be a joint meeting and then there would be two others 
for one of which tney would go to the Southern Counties, 
and the other to the South Eastern. That would really 
make, with the dinner—seven meetings a year. 

The Secretary : There will be three meetings and a 
dinner. One of our meetings will be taken up by the 
joint meeting. Our other three meetings will run on. 

Mr. Male : Yes, seven with the dinner. It is rather 
a lot for busy people. But no one can object to the 
joint meetings. 

Capt. Jurgen son proposed that the next meeting be 
held at Aldershot. 

Mr. Male seconded saying he thought it was a very 
good suggestion. 

The President mentioned that Mr. Buxton had put 
up for membership on the Council, and they could not 
do better than vote for him. He was engaged in original 
research and would be a very valuable member on the 
Council. He hoped all would bear him in mind when 
they gave their votes shortly. 

THE PREPARATION AND USE OF 
VETERINARY VACCINES AND SERA. 

J. B. Buxton, f.r.c.v.8., d.v.h. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen—I make no apology for 
the elementary nature of the remarks which I am about 
to make concerning the preparation and use of vaccines 
and sera for veterinary purposes. A very strong element 
of empiricism still exists m so far as the general appli¬ 
cation of these preparations is concerned, and also, I 
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fear, in the dosage employed. There can be no greater 
error than to assume on exalted specificity and a definite 
and miraculous effect as a result of their use. In the 
great majority of cases they can be regarded only as high¬ 
ly valuable adjuncts to a reasonable amount of intelligent¬ 
ly applied surgical interference. How often does one find 
that a vaccine, or serum has been administered as a last 
hope in fostering the recovery from some serious con¬ 
dition which clearly indicated the early application of 
such an agent 1 This method of use is unfair alike to the 
material and to the person responsible for its application, 
because he is inclined to attribute the failure to obtain 
satisfactory results to the material rather than to his 
method of employing it. Equally disastrous is the in¬ 
discriminate use of vaccines or sera on the part of an en¬ 
thusiastic advocate of their efficacy. It not infrequently 
happens that one meets with instances where a streptococ¬ 
cus or staphylococcus vaccine has been used in the treat¬ 
ment of a condition due to an entirely different type of 
organism. In practically every case, the type of vaccine 
or serum which is to be employed can only be determined 
by a bacteriological examination of tne pathological 
material, and in most cases this only means a microscopi¬ 
cal examination of pus, blood or discharge. Veterinary 

E ractitioners, and particularly those in country districts, 
kbour under very grave disabilities. Unlike their medi¬ 
cal confreres, they have no local institution to which 
material may be sent for bacteriological diagnosis, and 
they are therefore obliged to rely upon their own energy 
and powers of observation. To-day, there are relatively 
few practitioners who do not regard a microscope as an 
essential item of their equipment and who are unable to 
undertake an average bacteriological examination of 
pathological materia], and so what might, at first sight, 
appear to be a disadvantage has proved to be a blessing 
With regard to the preparation of vaccines and sera, it is 
obvious that time does not permit of a detailed descrip¬ 
tion of the many modifications of the technique, but I 
will briefly outline the general principles of their prepar¬ 
ation and standardisation. 

Vaccines. The terms ‘vaccine’ and ‘vaccination’ were 
first used by Jenner, and in the strict interpretation of 
their application should refer only to the material and 
the operation for immunisation against small-pox. The 
expressions have, however, come into general use, and 
are now employed to denote practically any preparation 
of bacterial cells and the application of such a material 
to the animal body. Americans employ the word *bac- 
terin’ and although it has an unfamiliar sound to the 
British ears, it is perhaps preferable to ‘vaccine*. 

Until comparatively recently, a vaccine was a suspen¬ 
sion of bacterial bodies to be employed for the purpose 
of inducing immunity, and briefly such a suspension was 
prepared as follows the infected material naving been 
obtained in such a way as to avoid as much as possible, 
contamination by non-specific organisms, the next step, 
and probably the most difficult one in the whole techni¬ 
que, is to prepare pure cultures. An intimate knowledge 
of the peculiar requirements of different organisms is 
necessary in order that a medium likely to ensure the 
maximum amount of growth may be employed. The 
particular type of organism with which one is dealing 
may be determined by the examination of the stained 
smears of the infected material, but it is probably better 
to prepare primary cultures, in order that one may be 
able to form some idea of the proportionate numbers of 
the various types of organisms as tney exist in the lesions. 
For example, an abscess may contain streptococci, staphy¬ 
lococci, and perhaps some saprophytes. In order to oo- 
tain the best results from the use of a vaccine in such a 
case, it is well to know the relative weight of infection by 
streptococci and staphylococci, and to balance the pro¬ 
portions in the vaccine accordingly. Again, an abscess 
may be met with which contains a strain of St. Eqai, 


which grows very delicately upon artificial media and 
requires an addition of horse serum in order to induce a 
sufficient weight of growth for the purpose of preparing 
a vaccine. Such points should be ascertained before an 
attempt is made to grow the organisms on a large scale. 
Therefore, in the first stage a lignt smear on the surface 
of a serum or blood agar plate, or a shake culture in agar 
or serum agar should be prepared. Secondary cultures 
may be made from isolated colonies. Cultures which 
are to be used for the preparation of a vaccine are best 
made on media such as agar or agar to which blood or 
serum have been added. Broth, however, may be used 
if necessary, but the subsequent technique is somewhat 
complicated. When the maximum degree of growth has 
been attained, a few c.c. of normal salt solution are 
poured on to the surface of the culture and the container 
is re-plugged and agitated in order to obtain a suspen¬ 
sion of the growth in the saline. In the case of some 
organisms, it is necessary to rub the growth off with a 
sterile platinum loop in order to effect this. The sus¬ 
pension is then removed by means of a sterile pipette 
and is poured on to the surface of another culture and so 
on, until the required amount of growth has been taken 
up. In the case of broth cultures, the medium is centri¬ 
fuged, the organisms being thus thrown to the bottom of 
the tube. The broth is then syphoned off, and the bac¬ 
teria are re-suspended in normal saline solution. Care 
must be taken in all these processes to ensure freedom 
from contamination. Suspensions obtained in these 
ways may contain serum derived from serum or blood 
media or peptone, and as these might produce unpleasant 
local reactions when the vaccine is injected, it is always 
advisable to wash the organisms by centrifuging and re¬ 
suspending in normal saline as often as is considered 
necessary. The final suspension is sterilised. This may 
be effected in several ways. If by heat, the suspension 
is placed in a plugged tube or flask in a water-bath, care 
being taken that the water is above the level of the vac¬ 
cine. Efficient sterilisation is dependent upon permitting 
the process to continue at the minimum temperature for 
the minimum length of time. With the water-bath at 
56°C to 60°, sterilisation is nearly always complete in one 
hour. Culture tests are then put up to ascertain if the 
vaccine is sterile. For this purpose, relatively large 
quantities (up to 5cc.) of vaccine are used and both fluid 
and solid media are inoculated and incubated for twenty 
four hours or longer if the organism is one which grows 
slowly. If there is any growth, the vaccine is re-heated 
until complete sterility is obtained. Other means of 
obtaining sterility are by the addition of disinfectants, 
such as carbolic acid, trikresol, chloroform etc., but there 
is no definite evidence that they are superior to minimum 
heating. A sample of the vaccine is then taken for the 
purpose of counting and for microscopic examination for 
purity. 

Counting may be done by taking equal quantities of the 
vaccine ana human blood, mixing thoroughly and prepar¬ 
ing a smear. The relative proportions ofoacteria ana red 
cells are ascertained by microscopic examination, and 
since the number of red cells per c.c. is known, the num¬ 
ber of bacteria in a similar volume can be computed. 
For example, if there are, on an average, two organisms 
to each red cell, there will be 11,000,000 organisms per 
c.mm. or 11,000,000,000 per c.c. of the stock vaccine since 
there are 5,500,000 red cells per c.mm. Direct counting 
may be done on exactly similar lines to the enumeration 
of blood cells, or the vaccine may be standardised by 
comparison with a standard suspension of known con¬ 
centration. Another matter is to centrifuge the vaocine 
in a finely graduated sedimentation centrifuge tube and 
read off the amount of sediment, but for ordinary pur¬ 
poses the first method is probably the most convenient. 

The stock vaccine is then diluted to the required 
strength with sterile salt solution, and '5 per cent, phenol 
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is added as a preservative. Sterility tests are again put 
up, and probably animal experiments are employed to 
ensnre that the vaccine is not unduly toxic. 

Bacterial extracts, autolysates and digested bacteria 
are sometimes used in place of the ordinary saline sus¬ 
pension, with the object of hastening absorption or of 
bringing into solution the toxic elements of the bacteria. 
The reactions are, however, often very severe, and for 
this reason their use is not very widespread. 

Live bacteria are very occasionally employed in a vac¬ 
cine, the idea being that by an unnatural portal of entry, 
a local reaction is only produced, and that the unchanged 
bacteria produce a more vigorous response. There is, of 
course, always the possibility that should they reach the 
natural portal, the particular disease may be produced. 
The use of attenuated living vaccines, as for example, 
black-leg vaccine, is fairly common in veterinary practice. 

Sensitised vaccines are either living or dead suspensions 
which have been treated with the specific antiserum 
with the object of preventing local and general reaction 
in the patient. There is no definite evidence of the 
superiority of such vaccines over ordinary suspensions 
in so far as the degree of immunity which is produced is 
concerned. 

Detoxicated vaccines—An attempt has been made to 
render vaccines of notoriously toxic organisms less 
poisonous. For this purpose, bacterial cells are first 
autolysed and the stroma is precipitated and washed. 
It is as yet uncertain to what extent this method will 
prove of value in actual practice. 


The jrreparation of immune sera. At the outset, one 
has to differentiate between anti-toxic sera and anti¬ 
bacterial sera ,for they differ in their mode of preparation, 
standardisation and employment. 

The former are prepared from the blood of animals, 
usually horses, which nave been hyper-immunised against 
specific bacterial toxins, and the latter from animals 
hyper-immunised against the whole bacterial bodies. 

relatively few organisms, so far as is known, produce 
true extra-cellular toxins. The best known are the diph¬ 
theria bacillus, the bacillus of tetanus, malignant oedema, 
and black-leg, B.oedematiens, B. welchiiand B.botulinus. 
Others produce a definite endotoxin, as for example, the 
Shiga bacillus of dysentery, and for organisms of these 
types a specific anti-toxin can be prepared. 

In the case of the non-toxin producing organisms, the 
sera which are employed are bactericidal, and are an¬ 
tagonistic to the bacterial cells themselves. 

I will briefly mention typical methods of preparing 
each type of anti-serum. In the first place, horses which 
are to be used for the purpose of furnishing serum must 
be physically sound. Mechanical unsoundness, so long 
as it does not interfere with the general health of the 
animal, does not much matter. In all cases the horse 
should be well nourished, and must be capable of effici¬ 
ently assimilating his food. Horses which are to be 
used for this purpose, are tested with mallein and tuber¬ 
culin, and a small experimental bleeding is taken, and 
the blood tested for the presence of agglutinating or 
complement binding antibodies for B. mallei. If all the 
tests give a negative reaction, the horse is isolated for a 
short period, usually fourteen days, and if healthy at the 
end of that period, is ready for his initial dose. In the 
case of anti-toxin horses the preliminary doses consist of 
toxin which is neutralised with anti-toxin, or toxin which 
has been modified in such a way as to render it less 
poisonous without destroying its antigenic properties. 
One method of preparing tetanus antitoxin, for example, 
is to give an initial dose of 5 c.c. of toxin of which 1 c.c. 
kills 250,000 grammes of guinea-pig in from four to six 
days together with twice the amount of antitoxin re¬ 
quired to neutralise it, double these quantities being 
given five days later. Another method is to give 5000 
units of tetanus antitoxin (one unit, U.S.A. standard is 


the amount required to neutralise 1,000 m.I.d. of tetanus 
toxin for a 350 gramme guinea-pig) and then increasing 
doses of pure toxin. After three doses, by the former 
method, the antitoxin is discontinued, and slowly in¬ 
creasing doses of toxin only are given until appreciable 
amounts of antitoxin are found in the blood, and then as 
rapidly as the horses can tolerate it until each c.c. of 
serum contains from 300 to 600 or more units of anti¬ 
toxin. The horses are then bled, from eight to ten litres 
being taken at a bleeding, and the serum is drawn off 
and after careful standardisation and testing for sterility 
is ready for use. 

In the preparation of bactericidal sera, the horses are 
immunised with saline suspensions of killed or living 
organisms of known concentration, of autolysates or of 
digested bacteria. Injections are given intravenously 
the initial dose being from *1 to 1 c.c. according to the 
particular type of organism employed. The subsequent 
dosage depends upon the degree of temperature and 
general reaction exhibited after the previous injection. 
The serum obtained by experimental bleedings is tested 
from time to time and when the value is found to be 
sufficiently high, the animal is bled. Whenever possible, 
animal testa should be employed for determining the 
titre of the serum, for by this means only can the real 
value for clinical purposes be determined. It is still 
customary to use the agglutination test as an indicator 
of the values of such sera, but while this test may be 
quite useful in ordinary diagnosis work its use is con¬ 
traindicated in determining the degree of hyper-immuni¬ 
ty, since in many cases the maximum agglutinating titre 
is reached after relatively few injections, and before the 
serum has any real protective power. The complement 
fixation test is probably more reliable but even this falls 
short of the ideal. 

Now, we come to a consideration of the practical em¬ 
ployment of these agents. The details which I have 
enumerated may be of interest, but a consideration of 
the application of sera and vaccines is of importance. 

I have already hinted, that in my opinion at any rate, 
the use of these materials is much too haphazard. We 
have to realise that some of the sera, at least, are highly 
specific, that their neutralising power for a given toxin 
is as definite as, for example, that of an alkali is for a 
mineral acid, and we require to have some idea of which 
type of agent to employ, whether vaccine or serum, and 
when ana how to apply it. 

With the use of vaccines, we develop in the animal 
body an active and more or less lasting immunity, while 
with the use of a serum we confer a transient passive 
immunity. Although the immunity following the use 
of a vaccine is more lasting, it requires an effort on the 
part of the host to provide the necessary response, and 
it requires time for that response to be of value and for 
the specific antibodies to be present in sufficient num 
hers. 

In using a serum, on the other hand, we actually place 
those antibodies in the animal and they have an almost 
immediate effect. It is evident, then, that the conditions 
which wc have to treat with these agents fall into two 
groups, namely, those which are acute, rapid in their 
course and in which there is not sufficient time to elabor¬ 
ate an active immunity in the patient, and in which the 
immediate conferring of a passive immunity is indicated, 
and those which are chronic, giving sufficient time for 
the elaboration of an active and more lasting immunity. 
This applies to curative treatment. For prophylaxis 
one’s endeavour should be to promote an active, lasting 
immunity, and this is done either by means of vaccine, 
or by a combination of living vaccine together with a 
protecting dose of the specific serum. 

We will consider first the points which have an import¬ 
ant bearing upon the administration of the bacterial 
vaccines. The determination of proper dosage is based 
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chiefly upon the observation and correct interpretation 
of clinical signs, such as the degree of temporary depres¬ 
sion and evidence of lassitude accompanied and followed 
by irregularities of temperature and pulse, as well as 
local reactions at the site of the injection and of the 
lesion. 

Subcutaneous injections are best given on the side of 
the neck at about the middle, or in the loose tissue be¬ 
hind the elbow in the case of horses and cattle, and in¬ 
side the thigh or oyer the abdomen in the case of dogs. 
Intravenous injections are best made in the jugular of 
large animals, and into the saphena of dogs and cats, 
and intramuscular injections into the muscular masses 
covering the scapula or those of the buttocks. The skin 
at the point of injection should be painted with tinc¬ 
ture of iodine without the previous application of water 
or soap. If necessary the iodine may be removed after the 
injection by means of alcohol. 

The constitutional effects vary within wide limits. A 
correct dose may produce within four to six hours a rise 
in temperature and an accelerated pulse, with loss of 
appetite and a general air of depression. A mild dis¬ 
turbance of this nature with a rise in temperature which 
does not exceed 2° F. to 3° F. may be taken as indicating 
that the dose was approximately correct. Severe con¬ 
stitutional reactions are usually due to excessive dosage, 
but may sometimes occur after a repetition of a dose 
that was previously tolerated. The whole secret of suc¬ 
cess in attaining a suitable response in the process of 
active immunisation is to “flick” the patient and not to 
“knock” it. 

The local reaction depends upon the individual sensi¬ 
tiveness of the patient and the nature and amount of 
the inoculum. In the majority of cases, the local react¬ 
ion varies from a slight reddening of the skin to a rela¬ 
tively small swelling, and only in severe reactions is there 
any considerable amount of oedema. It is certain that 
the constitutional reaction should be taken into consid¬ 
eration when determining the size of subsequent doses, 
and not the local reaction. 

When it is possible to observe the focal effects, these 
should undoubtedly be permitted to serve as a guide to 
subsequent dosage. In the case of a limited staphylo¬ 
coccus infection, for example, one observes a few hours 
after the injection of staphylococcus vaccine an increased 
hyperemia of the part, and possibly some increase of the 
swelling and perhaps in the discharge. A slight reaction 
of this nature is satisfactory evidence of the potency of 
the vaccine, but a very marked focal disturbance should 
be avoided. 

No definite rules can be laid down concerning the 
frequency and size of the dosage. Each patient has in¬ 
dividual peculiarities and must be treated in the manner 
which suits it best. It is usually recommended that a 
vaccine should be administered at intervals of seven days 
and in certain doses, but that is only a rough guide and 
is the result of experience in average cases. It is always 
assumed that the clinician will be guided by his experi¬ 
ence and observation of his particular patient. The op¬ 
sonic index has been almost entirely abandoned as a 
guide to the dosage, which is now based upon the general 
condition and the reaction exhibited by the patient. It 
is always safe to err on the side of inadequate rather 
than excessive dosage, far less time is lost in working up 
the quantity than in waiting for several excessive react¬ 
ions to subside. A small initial dose should be given,and 
if no reaction occurs a second and larger dose may be 
given 48 hours later, and so rn until a definite reaction is 
obtained. The dose producing this reaction should be re¬ 
peated and according to whether the reaction is as great as 
or less than the previous^one, the quantity may be again 
repeated or increased. As a general rule, the nature of the 
infection has some bearing upon the size of dose. In acute 
infections, the dose should be Bmall and may be repeated 


at frequent intervals, in chronic infections, larger doses 
may be employed and less frequently. It is undoubtedly 
preferable to span out the injections too much rather 
than too little, Dut as Kolmer points out “ the ghost of 
the negative phase is always too prominent in the minds 
of the inexperienced.” 

The foregoing remarks apply almost exclusively to the 
use of vaccine for curative purposes. In endeavouring 
to establish prophylactic immunity, it is very often im¬ 
possible to note the constitutional response, owing to the 
fact that herds, flocks or studs are being so treated, and 
in thi3 case a more or less standard form of dosage must 
be adhered to. Where, however, individual peculiarities 
can be taken into account, it should certainly be the rule 
so to do. 

Certain general rules apply also in the case of the ad¬ 
ministration of serum. In acute infections and certainly 
where the disease has become septicsemic, and in general 
intoxications, the serum must oe given intravenously. 
As I have already pointed out, the injection of serum 
places the already prepared antibodies directly into the 
patient’s tissues, and unless the infection is strictly 
localised or of a decidedly chronic nature, it frequently 
happens that there is insufficient time for these anti¬ 
bodies to be absorbed from the site of a local injection 
and to become disseminated throughout the body. In 
the case of superficial lesions, the direct application of 
serum, either dried or in the fluid state, to the lesion it¬ 
self either alone or in addition to a general application, 
is often practised, and beneficial effects are frequently 
observed. When serum is used for prophylactic pur¬ 
poses, the subcutaneous method of injection is as good 
as any other. 

There is one great advantage in treating horses with 
serum as compared with other animals—that the injec¬ 
tion of the homologous serum does not produce serum- 
sickness. It is possible to inject horses intravenously 
with 500cc.or even more without producing any ill-effects, 
but all intravenous injections of such a volume should 
be carried out very slowly; and in cold weather it is 
sometimes advisable to warm the material to a little 
above body temperature in order to avoid shock. In 
the case of dogs and eats, it sometimes happens that 
there is evidence of serum-sickness or anaphylaxis mark¬ 
ed by a reddening of the skin around the site of injection, 
which may spread and form blotches on other parts of 
the body. Following the intravenous injection of the 
intoxicating dose of serum, there may be great restless¬ 
ness, prostration, vomiting, tenesmus and the involun¬ 
tary discharge of fteces and urine, but death, unless from 
secondary causes, occurs comparatively rarely. A pre¬ 
liminary subcutaneous injection of 10 cc. of horse serum, 
followed after an interval of from 3—6 weeks by an 
intravenous injection of a few cc. will very often produce 
anaphylactic symptoms. It is well, therefore, to give 
small doses at frequent intervals (a few days) and if a 
lengthy spacing cannot be avoided, to select the subcu¬ 
taneous rather than the intravenous method for the later 
dose. 

The administration of tetanus antitoxin requires some 
consideration. I think there is now no question of its 
value in preventing symptoms of the disease but owing 
to the peculiar affinity of tetanus toxin with nervous 
matter, and the rapidity with which the linking up takes 
place, treatment by means of antitoxin is a very uncertain 
procedure. I think it may safely be said that the ad¬ 
ministration of tetanus antitoxin should never be with¬ 
held in a case of tetanus. It certainly cannot break 
down the union of the toxin and the nervous matter, but 
it can neutralise free toxin in the body, and so prevent 
any further nervous destruction. It is equally certain 
that it should be given as soon as possible after the first 
evidence of symptoms of tetanus, and administration by 
the intravenous method is clearly indicated. 
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In the case of infection with other anaerobes, such as 
the vibrion septique, the antitoxin should, I think, be 
injected around the margin of the lesion as well as in¬ 
travenously. 

I quite realise the incomplete and scrappy nature of 
these remarks, and if I can supplement them in any way, 
I am entirely at your disposal. 


Mr. Male thanked Mr. Buxton for giving them such 
a splendid paper. It must have entailed a great deal of 
work, though not difficult work for him because he was 
evidently master of his subject. He (Mr. Male) quite 
agreed with Mr. Buxton’s opening remark, that there is 
a tremendous lot of empiricism with regard to vaccines 
and sera. They read accounts in the veterinary papers 
of the wonderful cures and when they got a bad case they 
were inclined to try them. He had tried them on a good 
many cases and personally he could not say he had had 
very good results, possibly because he did not use the 
corresponding serum to the particular germ affecting the 
animal, but that, was the fault of the distributing agents 
who claimed that they would alleviate a long list of 
diseases whereas, as the essayist said, they can only be 
regarded as adjuncts to intelligent surgical interference. 

He thought they should have more definite informa¬ 
tion. The whole subject was such a large one that it 
was difficult to discuss it in a general way. Personally 
he would have liked to have heard Mr. Buxton’s experi¬ 
ence on the various vaccines and sera as applied to 
special diseases which they met with in practice. For 
example, vaccine used as a preventive of abortion in 
cattle. He had used that for a number of years for cat¬ 
tle, and could not speak too highly of it. The percentage 
of abortion in cows after its use was very small. They 
had at times local reactions, and he enquired into the 
cause of these and he was told that abortion vaccine was 
very liable to infection with pyogenic organisms in which 
case an abscess formed, there was constitutional disturb¬ 
ance, the cattle got thin and went off milk for a time. 
If the vaccine was exposed to the air it might become 
infected. Personally, he never used a bottle after he had 
opened it once He would like to hear Mr. Buxton’s 
views about swine fever vaccine and serum. He had 
been asked whether he advised vaccine for a herd of 
pedigree pigs, and he advised that they should not be 
vaccinated. 

He did not know whether Mr. Buxton had any experi¬ 
ence of American vaccine material. They spoke very 
highly of it in the States. The objection to vaccine was 
that in some batches inoculated a large proportion had 
the disease rather badly and some died, whereas in others 
a permanent immunity was obtained without much con¬ 
stitutional disturbance. 

The serum results were excellent, and he has no hesi¬ 
tation in recommending it in all cases where swine fever 
was prevalent. The unfortunate part about it was that 
the immunity was brief. With regard to antitetanic 
serum he baa never been able to recognise any benefit 
from its use when the symptoms were well developed, 
though Mr. Buxton appeared to think it neutralised a 
good deal of the toxin circulating in the body. 

Mr. Coleman thanked Mr. Buxton very much for his 
illuminating paper, which was far too deep for general 
practitioners to be able to discuss with any degree of con¬ 
troverting anything he said. 

Mr. Hewer asked for a few tips as to the means of 
collecting material to send away for examination. Was 
it good enough to take it in a bottle specially cleaned 
out 1 Anti-tetanus he considered invaluable and he used 
it with quite good results during service in Mesopotamia 
where there were a fair number of lockjaw cases. He 
gave very big doses of serum and a large number of the 
cases recovered. 

Mr. Male asked Mr. Buxton if he had any faith in the 


injection of polyvalent antistreptococcus vaccine into a 
mare before foaling to prevent joint-evil. It was very 
highly recommended by some firms. 

Reply. . 

Mr. Buxton thanked Mr. Male for his appreciative 
remarks, and entirely agreed with him in his objection 
to the practice of recommending any vaccine or serum as 
a cure-all. Nothing could be more injurious to the suc¬ 
cessful application of these products than that they 
should be regarded as anything but specific therapeutic 
agents. It must always be remembered, however, that 
a mixed vaccine or polyvalent serum might be used with 
advantage in a variety of pathologic conditions which 
were produced by different strains of the spune variety of 
organism. 

The beneficial effects attending the use of abortion 
vaccine noted by Mr. Male were now generally appreci¬ 
ated. He (Mr. Buxton) was not aware that abortion 
vaccine was unduly liable to contamination with pyogenic 
organisms, but it must be remembered that when a large 
or very active dose of vaccine was administered subcu¬ 
taneously, there was very probably a temporary lowering 
of the resistance of the skin, and consequently an in¬ 
creased risk of infection of the area by the pyogenic 
organisms commonly present on the surface. 

As to the prevention of swine fever, as Mr. Male had 
observed, one was here faced with the usual difficulty 
when an attempt was made to induce an active immunity 
by means of a virulent virus. The alternative, of course, 
was to confer a passive immunity by means of serum, 
but such an immunity, although demanding no effort on 
the part of the patient and producing a rapid effective¬ 
ness, was of short duration. It might so happen that 
animals protected in this way become subsequently ex¬ 
posed to infection, in which case it was exactly similar 
to the mixed method of producing an active and lasting 
immunity (i.e. the use of serum and virus). Dr. Hackett 
(Cornell Veterinarian Vol 9, No. 4) had recently stated 
that during the last six years Minnesota had reduced the 
loss of pigs from 19% to 2*2% and published an interest¬ 
ing table showing that of apparently healthy pigs treated 
by serum alone 4*1%, and by the simultaneous method 
3*7% died of swine fever, while of pigs which were ail¬ 
ing at the time of treatment those that received serum 
only showed a mortality of 28 8% and those injected with 
serum and virus a mortality of 29'1%. 

In connection with tetanus antitoxin, Mr. Buxton a- 
greed with Mr. Male that once the symptoms of tetanus 
were well established, the administration of antitoxin 
would probably have but little beneficial effect. It had 
to be remembered, however, that the tetanus bacilli in 
the tissues were continually elaborating their toxin, and 
that consequently so long as there was any chance of the 
animal recovering from the lesions already produced in 
the tissue of the central nervous system, good treatment 
demanded the administration of antitoxin in order that 
free toxin might be neutralised before it had an oppor¬ 
tunity of linking up with and destroying more nervous 
matter. If the antitoxin was to have any opportunity 
of producing a beneficial effect, it must be administered 
with as little delay as possible after the first signs sus¬ 
picious of tetanus,' and preferably by the intravenous 
method. 

In reply to Mr. Hewer, Mr. Buxton pointed out that 
the pathological material must be collected in such a 
way as to eliminate the risk of contamination by other 
organisms, and the container must be bacteriologically 
clean. 

Mr. Simpson proposed a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. 
Buxton for giving such an instructive paper. It was 
very nice for a secretary to be able to write to a gentle¬ 
man and have him come forward as willingly as Mr. 
Buxton had done when asked to read a paper. He 
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trusted that on some future occasion Mr. Buxton would 
be able to give them another paper equally instructive 
and interesting as the one he had given them that day. 

The vote was carried by acclamation. 

In reply Mr. Buxton said that if the paper had afford¬ 
ed them as much pleasure as it gave him to prepare it he 
was amply repaid. 

Mr. & H. Pettifer produced a calf found in a cow 
after it was killed. The cow was supposed to be barren. 
It was put to bull about three years ago. The calf 
was in a mummified condition ana had lain in the cow 
for three years. 

On the proposition of Mr. Buxton, Mr. Pettifer was 
heartily thanked for producing this interesting specimen. 

A vote of thanks to the President concluded the pro¬ 
ceedings. 


THANKS TO ELECTORS. 

Dear Sir,—May I claim the necessary space in your 
journal to express my sincere thanks to all the members 
of the profession, who were interested in its welfare, to 
record their vote in my favour and assist me to be 
returned a member of the Council, where, I trust, I shall 
merit the confidence they have shown from their 
support. 

Assuring them of my best endeavours and service. 
Yours faithfully, 

Q. H. Looks, m.b.c.v.b. 

June 7, 1920. 

“A SERIOUS QUESTION.” 

Are we going to let the Veterinary Department of the 
Ministry of Agriculture run the veterinary profession 1 
I have a large country practice and have held the confi¬ 
dence for a number of years of some of the most exten¬ 
sive breeders of pedigree stock in England. Should a 
contagious and infectious disease occur on any of my 
clients’ farms my opponent is called in and I am simply 
ignored. I have examined a number of stallions for 
soundness every year —the M. of A. now say that they 
must be examined by my opponent (veterinary inspector). 
I may say that when I examine a stallion my certificate 
is‘printed on the Horse’s card. When farmers are using 
a horse they generally have a good look round before 
doing so. A veterinary surgeon wants to be very careful 
in giving a certificate (that’s if he thinks anything of his 
reputation). I have seen horses that hold the M. of A. 
certificate rejected at our local shows for unsoundness— 
how do you account for this 1 

I had a number of shorthorns for tuberculosis, I sup¬ 
pose shortly the M. of A. will send my opponent to do 
this work 

What with motors, tractors, Day Son and Hewett by 
Royal appointment Veterinary Medicine producers, ana 
the Ministry of Agriculture, I am of opinion that it is a 
bit of odds on the M. of A. doing the veterinary profes¬ 
sion the most damage. 

I had a Medical Officer of Health dining with me last 
night and I brought this question up. He was simply 
staggered, he informed me that the medical profession 
would not tolerate it for one second. 

I have a friend who has a very extensive practice and 
he tells me that when he has a contagious and infectious 
disease the M. of A. sends a man 40 and sometimes 60 
miles to do the work. 

I can only say that something must be done at once 
to put a stop to this degrading and unprofessional con¬ 
duct. The profession is too small, and not remunerated 
to stand it. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.R 
The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow* * 
ing subscriptions for 1920. 

Beaumont, E., Bishop’s Castle £1 10 
Conder, Capt. C. S.,R.A.V.C. 1 10 

Hepburn, W., Aberdeen 11 0 

Lewis, R. Landford, Denbigh 1 10 

Linton, Prof. R. G., Edinburgh 110 

Litt, W., Whitehaven 110 

Mills, Capt. J. J., R.A.V.C. 110 

Tait.J. W« Boroughbridge (additional) 10 6 
Watkins, Capt. G. F., R.A.V.C. 1917-20 4 4 0 
Previously acknowledged 818 1 5 

June 9. £830 2 11 


R.C.V.S. WAR . MEMORIAL. 

The Secretary begs to acknowledge the receipt of the 
following donations, or promises of donations 

Jelbart, Capt. E. E, M.C., 1 1 0 

Conder, Capt C. S., 1 l 0 

Bowes, Lt. Col. H. G., 3 3 0 

Linton, Prof. R. O., 110 

Previously reported 609 11 0 

£615 17 0 


WAR HONOURS. 

Buckingham Palace, June 8. 
The King held an Investiture in the Quadrangle of 
the Palace at 11 o’clock. 

The following were severally introduced into the pre¬ 
sence of The King, when His Majesty invested tnem 
with the Insignia of the respective Divisions of the Or¬ 
ders into which they have teen admitted :— 

The Most Excellent Order of the British Empire. 
Officers—(Military Division) 
***** 

Major Edward Franklin. 

The King has granted to the following gentlemen 
authority to wear Decorations (as stated against their 
respective names), which have been conferred upon them 
in recognition of valuable services :— 

Egyptian Order of the Nile. 

(Fourth Class). 

* * * * 

Capt J. J. M. Soutar. 

ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 

Extracts from London Gautte 

Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

War Office, Whitehall, May 26. 
Maj. E. C. Orton is placed temp, on the h.p. list on ac¬ 
count of ill-health contracted on active service (May 
27); Capt. F. B. Ditmas, t.f., relinquishes the actg. 
rank of Maj. on ceasing to hold the appt. of DA.D.V.S. 
(Feb. 14). 

Territorial Force. 

May 26. 

Capt. H. E. Jackson resigns bis commn. (May 27), and 
retains the rank of Capt 

INDIA OFFICE, JUNE 1. 

Dir. Vet. Services. —Maj.-Gen. J. Moore, c.b., c.m.o., 
f.R-O.y.s., (June 9,1919). 

Dir. Vet. Services.—B rig. -Gen. C. E, Nuthall, c.b., 
c.m.g., (June 8,1919) 


“ Disgusted.” 
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Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 

Bordeb Counties V.M.S. 

Pret : Mr. H. Barrow, m.r.c.v.s., Ireby, Carlisle 
Hon. Sec : Mr. R. Craig Robinson, m.b.c.v.b., Carlisle 
Meetingt, Second Friday of Feb., Jane, and Ootober 
Derbyshire V.A. 

Pres . Mr. A. Levie, f.r.o.y.b.. Derby. 

Sec : Mr. F. T. Prinoe, m.b.c.v.b., Ashbourne. 

Dumfries and Galloway V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. T. M. M'Connell, Wigtown. 

Hon. Sec: Mr. N. H. McAlister, Kirkcudbright. 

Glasgow V.M.S. 

Hon. Sec. Mr. John S. Keane, 11 Falkland Mansions, 

Kelvinside 

Royal Vbtbrinaby College V.M.A. 

Pret. Capt. J. T. Edwards, b.bc., m.b.c.v.b. 

Treat: E. S. Shave, Esq., f.r.c.v.b., m.r.c.s. 

Sec : Mr. B. Gorton, m.b.c.v.b. Ant. Sec. C. W. Heane. 

Mid-West and South Wales V.A. 

Pret: Mr. W. Scott, f.r.c.v.b., Bridgwater, Somerset. 

Hon. Sec. dk Treat. Mr. J. J. Aveston, m.b.c.v.b., 

Henrietta Street, Bath. 

National Association of Veterinary Inspectors 
Pret: Major J. Abson, f.r.c.v.b., Sheffield 
Han. Sec: Mr. Trevor Spencer, m.r.c.v.s., Kettering 

Association of Veterinary Officers or Health 
Pret : Mr. T. Douglas, m.r.c.v.s., Kilmarnock 
Hon , Sec: & Treat. Mr. A. M. Trotter, m.r.c.v.s., 

Moore Street, Abattoir, Glasgow 

Munster Veterinary Inspectors’ Association 
Pret: Mr. D. M. Barry, m.r.c.v.s., Mallow 
Hon. Sec : Mr. J. F. Mahony, m.r.c.v.s., Caroline St., Cork 


National Veterinary Benevolent & Mutual 
Defence Society. 

Pret: Mr. W. A. Taylor, r.R.c.v.e., Brick-at, Manchester 
Hon. Sec : dk Treat: Mr. G. H. Looke, m.b.c.v.b. 

Grosvenor Street, Oxford-st., Manchester 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 

Pret. Mr. S. H. Slooock, f.r.c.v.b., Montague Rd, Hounslow 
Hon. Sect. Mr. P. J. Kelland, m.r.c.v.s. 

Mr. Fred Bullock, f.c.i.b. 

10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C. 1. 


Personal. 

Merton—Jones.— On the 26th May, by licence, at 
St. Mark’s, Hamilton Terrace, by the Rev. A. V. Magee, 
Vicar, Harold Francis John, only son of Harry George 
Merton, of Dudley Mansions, Abbey Road, London, 
N.W., 8, to Dilys, youngest daughter of Richard Jones, 
m.r.c.v.s., of Pall Mall, Towyn, Merioneth. 

Dawson—Ball. At Kisumu, British East Africa, on 
22nd April, by the Rev. P. H. Lees, James M. Dawson, 
m.r.c.v.s., Bukoba, Tanganyika Territory, to Violet, 
daughter of the Rev. G. W. Sail, Lowestoft. 


OBITUARY. 

Thomas Green, “Existing Practitioner”, Hucknall Tor- 
kard, Notts. 

Mr. Green died on May 24th., aged 77. 
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Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, June 8, 1920 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
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Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, June. 7.1920 
Note. —Tbs figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection. 
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The Societies. 

Ours is a conservative profession. We distrust 
changes and new movements, and some of us are 
apt to form fantastic apprehensions of their possible 
results, The reconstitution of the “ National ” into 
a combination of the local societies provided an in¬ 
stance. Some men feared that the new National 
might tend to usurp the functions of the Council of 
the B.C.V.S.; others, that it might destroy the in¬ 
dependence of the local societies. Neither catas- 
trope has happened, and there is no likelihood that 
either will. 

However strong in membership the National may 
become, it lacks all the legal powers and privileges 
of the Council R.C.V.S. There is plenty of work 
waiting for it which the Council can hardly take up ; 
and the two bodies are not likely to encroach upon 
each other’s ground. The second fear—that the 
National might extinguish the local societies, might 
have been a very real one had the new rules been 
drafted differently. As they are, it would be much 
easier for a single society to separate itself from the 
National than for the National to interfere with the 
independence of any one of them. 

The recent decision of three neighbouring Societies 
to arrange a system of joint meetings seems to have 
aroused another unwarranted apprehension. 

There is distinct evidence of an idea in some 
quarters that the movement is likely to be in some 
way antagonistic to the National, but far from being 
that, it should, if it succeeds, be a distinct help to the 
National. Anything which increases the strength 
and activity of the local societies can but do good 
to the central body. Local stimulation is the sole 
object of the proposed joint meetings, which are 
wholly a move in the right direction. The experi¬ 
ment will be watched with interest, and other 
societies might advantageously consider the possi¬ 
bility of making it for themselves. 

Where it is possible, this method of systematic 
joint meetings looks about the most hopeful plan 
for enlivening the local societies that has yet been 
advanoed. 


The Amendment Act—Third Reading. 

We print this week a portion—less than half—of 
the Delbate in the House of of Commons * on the 
third reading of the “ Amendment Bill.” The more 
effective portions only are given, hut there are many 
and varying views of the position of the profession 
which can only be grasped by wading through the 

* From Parliamentary Debates (Commons) No. 75, 
Friday, June 11th, Official Report. Price 3d. through 
any Bookseller or from His Majesty’s Stationery Office. 


report—it occupies 28 large octavo pages. More 
than one of the members seem to have been 
“coached " on the question of university training for 
the profession, and said what they could against the 
existing veterinary colleges. 

Several of the Government representatives ad¬ 
mitted the value of veterinary work as a national 
asset—possibly the result of a closer contact; pos¬ 
sibly as a following on the report of that committee 
whiob, months ago, recommended assistance in 
rendering the profession of greater value to the 
State. 

No one mentioned that in the principal Conti¬ 
nental countries the profession has been state-aided 
for years. But Sir A. Bosoawen said that what ad¬ 
vances in veterinary science had been made in this 
country had been made by the profession itself, and 
that enconium is justly deserved. Several Scottish 
members came to the front on the question of small 
debt courts for recovery of the fee—that heritage of 
the past, due to the persistence of a few mischievous 
members when the Bill was first under discussion, 
a dozen years ago. It is doubtful if the profession 
has ever been brought so prominently to public 
notice as it has in the last few months. Let us hope 
that the modicum of interest which has been created 
will be cultivated and increased. 


Nopal College of 
IDeterlnarp Surgeons. 


Special Meeting op Council. 

A special meeting of Council was held on Tuesday* 
June 1st. Present: Mr. J. McKinna President, in the 
chair, Mr. G. A. Banham, Dr. O. C. Bradley, Col. J. W. 
Brittlebank, Messrs. J. H. Carter, J. C. Coleman, F. W. 
Garnett, Sir John M'Fadyean, Mr. G. P. Male, Col. A.W. 
Mason, Messrs. W. J. Mulvey, T. S. Price, S. H. Slocock, 
Sir Stewart Stockman, Mr. R. C. Trigger. 

The minutes of the previous Special meeting, having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read and con¬ 
firmed. 

The Secretary read letters of apology for absence from 
Messrs. Abson, Clarkson, Gofton, Howard and Wil¬ 
son. 

Veterinary Surgeons Act Amendment Bill . Sir John 
M ( Fadyean, as Chairman of the Annual Fee Committee, 
reported that the Parliamentary Secretary of the Mini¬ 
stry of Agriculture had an interview with the Members 
of Parliament opposing the Bill, and had ascertained 
that their opposition would be withdrawn if an under¬ 
taking were given by the College on certain points on 
which they appear to have considerable misunderstand¬ 
ing. The following letter had been drafted in order to 
give this undertaking, and it was understood that this 
letter contained all tne assurances asked for 
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Veterinary Surgeons Act (1881) Amendment Bill. 

Sir,—At a meeting of the Council of the R.C.V.S. held 
to-day I was instructed to state-for your information 
that at the quarterly meeting of Council held on the 9th 
April last, notice was given, in accordance with the pro¬ 
visions of the Charter, for the withdrawal of the existing 
bye-law relating to covering, i.e. Bye-law 53 (iii), and for 
the substitution in its place of the old Bye-law 54. This 
motion will be taken at a special meeting called for the 
purpose on July 1st, and will be confirmed by a subse¬ 
quent special meeting in the usual way. 

The Council hereby also undertakes that no alteration 
in this bye-law shall be made in the future without 
consultation in the first instance with the Ministry of 
iculture. 

am at the same time to give this official assurance 
that there is nothing in the Amendment Bill which will 
interfere, nor has the College any desire to interfere, with 
the work of unregistered persons of any description in 
the performance of operations on or the treatment of 
animals, provided they do not represent themselves to 
be qualified veterinary surgeons.—I am, Sir, Your obed¬ 
ient Servant, 

F. Bullock, Secretary and Registrar. 

On the motion of Sir John M’Fadyean, seconded by 
Mr. Male, it was resolved—That the draft letter be ap¬ 
proved. 

Milk and Dairies Bill . 1920. Col. Brittlebank, as 
Chairman of the Special Milk Committee submitted the 
following report of meeting. 

A Meeting of the Special Milk Committee held at the 
Collette on Monday, 31st May, 1920. Present 

Col. J. W. Brittlebank, in the Chair ; Messes. Banham, 
Coleman, McKinna, Price and Slocock. 

The minutes of the previous meeting having been 
printed and circulated, were taken as read and confirmed. 

Milk and Dairies Bill , 1920. This Bill was submitted 
and considered, with special reference to Clause 5 which 
amends Section 10 of the Milk and Dairies Consolidation 
Act 1915 providing for the appointment of Veterinary 
Inspectors, the following additional clause being intro¬ 
duced into the Section. 

(3) It shall. if the Minister of Health so require, be 
a condition of the appointment or employment of a 
veterinary inspector that he shall not engage in private 
practice, and any such requirement may extend either 
generally to all cases or to any particular cases or classes 
of cases. 

It was resolved to recommend—That, in order to 
secure that the veterinary inspectors so appointed may 
not be removed from office by the Local authority with¬ 
out the consent of the Ministry of Health, the promotors 
of the Bill be asked to consent to inclusion of a Clause 
in Section 5 of the Milk and Dairies Bill 1920, providing 
that Section 108 (2) (B) of the Public Health London 
Act 1891 shall apply to Veterinary Inspectors appointed 
under Section 10 of the Milk and Dairies Consolidation 
Act 1915. 

Milk and Dairies Orders. It was resolved to recom¬ 
mend—That the Secretary be instructed to communicate 
with the Ministry of Health reminding them of their 
promise to the Deputation to the Ministry on the 18th 
Dec., 1919, that an opportunity would be granted to 
consider the draft Orders to be framed under the Milk 
and Dairies Consolidation Act 1915. 

It was resolved—That the report be received, and 
adopted. 

Indian Civil Veterinary Department. A letter was 
submitted from Prof. Gaiger with regard to the scale of 
pay, and terms of appointment to the I.C.V.D., and sug¬ 
gesting that a sub-committee should be appointed to 
consider the matter. It was resolved—That the question 
be referred to the Parliamentary Committee for consider¬ 


ation, and that for this purpose Professor Gaiger be 
added to the Committee. 

A letter was received from the Society of Municipal 
Veterinary Surgeons of Vienna, asking for temporary 
assistance. 

A letter was received from Mr. J. Murphy, stating 
that by the Will of his Father, the late Prof. Murphy, 
he had bequeathed to the College his portrait in oils by 
Francis B&rraud. 

It was resolved—That the portrait be accepted with 
thanks. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 

In the House of Commons, Friday, June 11th. 
Veterinary Surgeons Act ( 1881 ) Amendment Bill. 

As amended (in the Standing Committee ), consid¬ 
ered. 

Preamble. 

Whereas it is desirable to provide further funds for 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons to enable it to 
conduct examinations, prosecutions, and inquiries, 
authorised by statute and generally to carry out such 
other objects or duties as may be considered beneficial 
to the veterinary profession and necessary for the pro¬ 
motion of the art and science of veterinary medicine and 
surgery. 

* * * * * 

Lieut.-Col. Colvin : I beg to move to leave out the 
word “ prosecutions.” 

So far from being hostile to the Bill, I am very much 
in favour of it in every way ; but we are very apprehen¬ 
sive that money to be raised under Clause 2 may be used 
for the prosecution, or even the persecution, of the un¬ 
registered practitioner. The unregistered practitioner is 
essential to the community in the present day. It is no 
doubt a counsel of perfection that every man in veteri¬ 
nary practice should have a diploma or certificate, but 
that is not possible at the present time, and the unregi¬ 
stered practitioner has reason to apprehend that he may 
be subjected to prosecution under this Bill. I move this 
amendment in order that I may, I hope, elicit an assur¬ 
ance from the Minister in charge of this Bill that the un¬ 
registered practitioner will not be subjected to bye-laws 
which may really result in his not being able to continue 
in his profession. 

Mr. Jodrell: In seconding this amendment, I should 
like to say it is moved with the object of letting the 
House and public know that there is very strong feeling 
throughout the country that a very useful class of public 
servants, known as unregistered veterinary practitioners, 
should be protected from any evil effects to themselves 
and their calling under this Bill. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Agri¬ 
culture (Sir Arthur Boscawen): I quite understand that 
this amendment has been moved, not for the purpose of 
pressing it, but in order to enable me to make a state¬ 
ment, which I hope will remove any [misapprehension 
which exists at present. Of course, as regards the actual 
amendment to leave out the word “prosecution,” it must 
be clear that one of the objects of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, and one of the objects to which 
they apply their funds, is to prosecute those of their 
own number who are guilty of unprofessional conduct 
Obviously, discipline must be maintained, and though 
that is by no means the only object it is one of the ob¬ 
jects, and a proper object it the high standard we wish 
to maintain m the veterinary profession is to be main¬ 
tained. But a good deal of fear and misapprehension 
has been raised on two points, first of all on the question 
whether this Bill will in any way stop the practice of 
the unregistered practitioner. It is a fact that a very 
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great deal of the ordinary work in regard to smaller 
matters is carried on to-day by unregisteredjpractitioners, 
and, indeed, farming operations could not be carried on 
at the present time if this practice were stopped, because 
there are not enough veterinary surgeons to do this class 
of work. There is nothing whatever in the Bill to pre¬ 
vent these unregistered practitioners from carrying on 
their practice, provided only they do not represent them¬ 
selves to be veterinary surgeons. 

In addition to that, there has been a considerable 
amount of fear caused by a particular amendment which 
was carried by the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
in respect of one of their bye-laws, which deals with the 
specific case of what is called “ covering,” which means 
this : a fully qualified practitioner has an assistant, who 
is unregistered and who is not fully qualified. He acts 
as an assistant. There is no objection to do so. The 
Government certainly has no objection, and I do not 
think the promoters of the Bill have any objection, pro¬ 
vided he does not use the qualifications and status of his 
chief to enable him to palm himself off as a registered 
practitioner. A bye-law, No. 53, was passed recently to 
stop that practice. It is as follows :— 


“Any of the following practices on the part of Veteri : 
nary Surgeons is considered by the Council to amount to 
conduct disgraceful in a professional respect within the 
meaning of Section 6 of the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 
1881. 

(iii) Covering or by his presence, countenance, advice, 
assistance or co-operation knowingly enabling an un¬ 
qualified person (whether described as an assistant or 
otherwise) to attend or treat any patient or otherwise to 
engage in veterinary practice. Nothing in this paragraph 
shall, however, prevent a qualified veterinary surgeon 
from employing a bond fide student or articled pupil, 
provided that he is not employed in such a way as to 
lead the public to suppose that he is qualified.” 

Every kind of objection has been made to this by-law. 
The College has been strongly urged to repeal it, and to 
go back to their original by-law on the same subject. 
This is as follows : 


“ 54. If any veterinary surgeon shall permit his name 
to be used by any unqualified or unregistered person, or 
do or permit any other act whereby an unqualified or 
unregistered person may pass himself off as, or practise 
as, a veterinary surgeon, he shall be deemed guilty of 
conduct disgraceful in a professional respect within the 
meaning of Section 6 of the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 
1881.” 

To the by-law in that form there was no objection, but 
tq the by-law introduced in its new form very strong ob 
jection has been taken, and a great deal of apprehension 
has been raised on the part of unregistered persons who 
have been assistants to registered practitioners. 1 under¬ 
took, in conjunction with my hon. Friend behind me 
(Mr. Cautley), who is in charge of this Bill to-day. to re¬ 
move this apprehension if possible, so that there snail be 
no fear of any injustice being done to the unregistered 
person. I put the matter to the Royal College of Veteri¬ 
nary Surgeons as to whether they were prepared to with¬ 
draw the objectionable bye law and to go back to the old 
one. It was pointed out that that was not sufficient, 
and that it would be open for them in the future, after 
obtaining the passage of this Bill, to go back to the old 
bye law—to reverse their decision. I, therefore, asked 
them the question : whether they would give an under¬ 
taking that they would not alter this bye-law again in 
future without, first consulting the Ministry of Agricul¬ 
ture. So we will be posing as guardian angels looking 
after the interests of these unregistered persons. I am 
glad to say that the Royal College has given the necessary 
assurance. In order that the matter may be placed be¬ 
yond all doubt, so that what they have said may be on 


record and be pointed to hereafter, I propose to read 
their letter to the House: 

(The letter appears on preceding page.) 


I think that the letter is satisfactory. People who 
wish to be very critical may say that the by-law has 
not actually been withdrawn, and that the undertaking 
only amounts to a notice of withdrawal to be carried out 
on a certain future date. I am to explain that the reason 
for that is simply this : that under the constitution of 
the College no by-law can be altered, withdrawn or 
amended unless three months is given, and subsequently 
there has to be a second meeting confirming the appeal, 
or Amendment, or whatever the action may be. But the 
letter coming from the Secretary of the Council is really 
an obligation of honour, and there can be no doubt 
about it that the full intention of the Council to with¬ 
draw that bye-law, and to replace it by the old bye-law. 
We have that assurance which I have read to the House, 
which, therefore, will be public property, that no alter¬ 
ation will in the future be made without consultation 


with the Ministry of Agriculture. I hope that that as¬ 
surance, coupled with the further assurance that so far 
as interference with the general practice of unregistered 

f >ractitioners goes there is no intention, as stated in the 
etter, of that sort, provided always they do notendeav- 




surgeons. I hope that these two assurances will be 
sufficient, and will remove not only the objections to 
the Bill that the Mover and Seconder of the amend¬ 
ment and others have felt, but also restore confidence 
imongst the class—the very useful class—of those un¬ 
registered practitioners with whom we do not want to 
interfere in any way. 

Sir P. Magnus : May I ask whether the Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons has the power, as 
indicated in that letter, and by the Speech of the right 
hon. Gentleman, to bind their successors for all future 
time as regards the making or the unmaking of bye¬ 
laws. 

Sir A. Boscawen : I would not like to say that they 
have that power. But the undertaking which I have 
read out to the House, I feel is quite sure, is sufficient 
to prevent any abuse taking place in the future. 

Mr. Bartley Denniss : As one of those who have put 
down an amendment I should like to say that' the ex¬ 
planation which has just been given by the right hon. 
Gentleman, the Parliamentary Secretary, is perfectly 
satisfactory as far as I am concerned. We know it can 
only be an obligation of honour, but for my part I accept 
the letter of the Secretary of the Royal College as a mat-. 
ter which is binding upon them in honour, and that is 
quite sufficient, without any further legal obligation at¬ 
tached to it. There is no doubt that the new bye-law 

f assed is illegal and beyond the power of the College, 
t excited the susoicions of those of us who sat on Stand¬ 
ing Committee B. They, therefore, pressed on the 
Parliamentary Secretary to intervene on behalf of the 
unregistered practitioner, and I am sure they are all 
very much obliged to him for what he has done. For 
the future the unregistered practitioner will look to the 
Ministry of Agriculture as his guardian angel, as the 
right hon. Gentleman has said. 

Mr. Cautley: On behalf of the Royal College of Veteri¬ 
nary Surgeon8, who have entrusted me with this BUI, I 
desire to say that I agree with everything that has fallen 
from the right hon. Gentleman, the Parliamentary Secre¬ 
tary. Following out the terms of the letter which he 
read, notice has been given to call this meeting to 
repeal the bye-law to which exception has been taken, 
and the College will revert to the old bye-law for the 
protection of its members. I do not admit, however, 
that the right hon. Gentleman was right in his view that 
the passing of the bye-law was illegal. I should like to 
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say this, that the present Bill does not deal with the 
powers of the veterinary surgeons at all. None of the 
old Acts or the amending Acts, or any of them, touch 
at all the practice of operations for the doctoring of 
animals. The power that is given to the College is to 
exercise disciplinary powers over its members, ana it has 
the power to secure to those of its members who have 
gone through an expensive training the right of reserving 
to themselves the title of veterinary surgeons. Beyond 
that it gives no power, and it is open to anybody to per¬ 
form these operations on animals providing they do not 
represent themselves as duly qualified veterinary sur¬ 
geons. This measure is a proposal, not so much for the 
protection of the men who are qualified, but for the pro¬ 
tection of the public at large, and it provides funds for 
the increase of veterinary knowledge and practice and for 
the extension of research work. The unqualified men 
who perform certain operations on sheep and pigs are 
doing not only a useful but an important work for agri¬ 
culture. This Bill does not interfere with them in the 
slightest degree. I accept what the right hon. Gentle¬ 
man has said and I think the Amendment may be with¬ 
drawn. 

Capt. Sir B. Stanier : As one of the promotors of this 
Bill, and after the pledge that has been given, I hope the 
House will be satisfied that everything nas been done to 
safeguard what we call the old cow doctors who do most 
admirable work and are very qualified men, although 
they have not got the veterinary surgeon's certificate. The 
promotors of this Bill do not mean to injure those men, 
although the pledge given is only contained in a letter in 
the annals of this House. It is said that the letter will 
not be binding on their successors, but the committee 
of the College are men of renown and in every way 
honest, and this pledge, having been given here, I do 
think it will hardly be possible for them to go against it. 
The Bill is out for the support of the veterinary profession, 
and it is also out to safeguard the public, and after this 
pledge has been given, I hope the Bill will be passed. 

Lieut-Col. Freemantle : I should like to add a word 
in the same direction from the extremely important 
analogy of public health. In the matter of public health 
we are constantly coming against the question of veteri¬ 
nary surgeons and we have to consider the particular 
point as to how far we are able to rely on unqualified 
veterinary surgeons for safeguarding our milk supply. 

I endorse what has been said with regard to the neces¬ 
sary powers for the qualifications of members of the 
Veterinary Surgeons College. 1 have some analogous 
experience from the point of view of a Fellow of the 
Royal College of Surgeons, and one knows that the 
same kind of line would be adopted by the members 
of the College of Veterinary SurgeonB. I quite agree 
that a pledge given by the Council of such a col¬ 
lege would be regarded by its successor as binding, sub¬ 
ject to any amendments put forward through the proper 
channel, and I join in the tributes to the honesty and so 
on of the Council, but although without a doubt the 
Council of the College of Veterinary Surgeons in 1950 
would feel itself bound by anything that the Council of 
the College had promised in 1920, it is extremely prob¬ 
able that they will have entirely forgotten any promise 
that has been made to the Minister, and may, therefore, 
act in disregard of it. I would ask the right hon. 
Gentleman to bear the point in mind, so that if he can¬ 
not definitely embody this promise in the Bill it may be 
remembered by his department in the administration of 
the veterinary law. I look upon the right hon. Gentle¬ 
man's department as analogous to the Ministry of Health. 
It is the Ministry of Veterinary Health, and it is essen¬ 
tial to our public health service. Therefore, I wish to 
have a definite policy to promote the proper use of 
veterinary surgeons. 

I have already said that some of my colleagues in the 


public health service are extremely anxiouB to act only 
through fully-qualified veterinary surgeons. 

We have, however, to meet the actual needs at the 
present time, and the supply of veterinary surgeons in¬ 
cludes a large number of men who are unqualified, and 
who have not been able or willing to go through the five 
years’ course of preparation and instruction in veterinary 
work. We cannot get a proper supply of veterinary 
surgeons fully qualified who have gone through the five 
years’ course, and the present time, when the horse traf¬ 
fic is being constantly taken over by motor traffic, is ex¬ 
ceptionally difficult. It takes away a large amount of 
the remuneration which, after all, is the attraction to 
young students to go through the five years’ veterinary 
education. We have therefore to be content with the 
services, to a very large extent, of unqualified veterinary 
surgeons. I have some knowledge of country life, and 
I have very great respect for these men, whose common- 
sense very often makes up for the letters acquired by 
examination. I hope that the leaving in of the word 
“prosecutions” will not prejudice the work of the un- 
ualified surgeons, but at the same time I say quite 
efinitely, from my knowledge of the College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, with which I have had many deal 
ings, that I feel fairly confident that prosecutions will 
not be undertaken in any unjust sense. It is necessary, • 
if you are going to aim at a higher standard in any pro¬ 
fession, to have your disciplinary powers, as well as such 
funds as are proposed to be provided by this Bill. \ am, 
therefore, extremely anxious that we should retain the 
word “prosecutions” in the Preamble, and I hope that 
the Amendment will not be pressed. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 

Clause 2. —(Fees and exemptions, with regulations 
relating thereto .) 

Sub-sec. 3.—If any member of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons shall not have paid such annual 
fee for the time being within one month from the post¬ 
ing of the final notice mentioned in the last preceding 
sub-section, thereupon such unpaid fee shall become 
and be a debt due and payable to the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons at the then existing head office of 
the College, and if the member so making default be 
ordinarily resident or domiciled in England or Wales 
may be sued for and recovered in the county court 
having jurisdiction over the district in which the said 
office may for the time being be situate, and if the 
member so making default be ordinarily resident or 
domiciled in Scotland such debt may be sued for and 
recovered in the sheriff court of the sheriffdom of the 
Lothians and Peebles at Edinburgh, and if the member 
so making default be ordinarily resident or domiciled In 
Ireland such debt may be sued for and recovered in the 
Civil Bill Court in Dublin : Provided always that the 
council shall have power to withold such proceedings for 
the recovery of the said fee in cases in which in the 
opinion of the council the member is unable to pay. In 
any such proceedings a certificate purporting to be under 
the hand of the secretary of the college setting forth 
that a member’s subscription is due and unpaid shall be 
prima facie evidence thereof and of a member’s default 
in payment.” 

Major M. Wood : I beg to move, in Sub-sec. 3, to 
leave out the words, “office for the time being be 
situate ” and to insert instead thereof the words “ member 
may be ordinarily resident.” 

As the Bill stands, this Sub-section provides means 
whereby, if a Member does not pay his fee, it may be 
recovered as a debt, but it must be recovered in London 
if the Member be resident in England, in Edinburgh if 
he be resident in Scotland, and in Dublin if he be resi¬ 
dent in Ireland. It seems to me monstrous that veter¬ 
inary surgeons living in Shetland or in Caithness or 
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in Stornoway should be dragged up to Edinburgh to 
answer a charge of this kind/ I propose to omit the 
words “ of the Sheriffdom of the Lothians and Peebles 
at Edinburgh/’ and to insert instead thereof the words 
“ having jurisdiction over the district in which the said 
member is ordinarily resident/’ and also to omit the 
words “ in the Civil Bill Court in Dublin,” and to 
insert instead thereof the words “ in the county court 
having jurisdiction over the district in which the said 
member is ordinarily resident.” 

Dr. Murray: I beg to second the Amendment. 1 
think that the case made out on behalf of the Amend¬ 
ment is quite a strong and reasonable one. Why should 
not these debts be recoverable in the Debt Court of the 
place in which the member resides ? I do not see why 
men from the remote north of Scotland should be taken 
to the Sheriff Court of the Lothians and Peebles at 
Edinburgh. Surely a small debt of this kind could be 
collected in the ordinary way. We are entitled to have 
some explanation from the Minister in charge of the 
Bill of his justification for this proposal. 

Mr. Cautley: The object, as I understand it, of the 
Amendment, is to save expense and inconvenience, but 
the last speaker should know that the Sheriff Court of 
Edinburgh has nothing to do with Peebles. 

The Lord Advocate (Mr. Morison): The Bill reads, 
“ The Sheriff Court of the Sheriffdom of the Lothians 
and Peebles at Edinburgh.” 

Mr. Cautley: We suggest that it would be a most 
intolerable burden upon the College to have to take 
proceedings in local courts in distant parts of the 
country. I think the hon. Member who seconded the 
proposal cannot have read the Bill, for there we have 
mid down the steps that must be taken before legal 
proceedings can be instituted. Those steps do away 
with all chances that the non-payment may be due 
merely to forgetfulness. He gets full warning that 
if he does not pay by a certain date, proceedings will be 
instituted. Under sub-section (3) there is a provision 
that the Council shall not be bound to resort to proceed¬ 
ings in cases in which, in their opinion, the member is 
not able to pay. It is difficult to see, therefore, how there 
can be any real defence to any such proceedings as may 
be takeD, and if the Council is of the opinion that it 
ought to proceed to recover the subscription, I do sug¬ 
gest that it would be unfair that it should be driven to 
have recourse to various Sheriff Courts in distant parts 
of Scotland, It is reasonable to assume also that the in¬ 
dividual will not suffer by being brought to Edinburgh, 
because, if he has a good defence, and if he succeeds in 
showing that the Council were bo foolish as to tue a man 
for the subscription when he was not completely respon¬ 
sible, it may be taken for granted that the'judge of the 
Edinburgh court would make the College pay his ex¬ 
penses. 

The merit of the arrangement suggested by the Mover 
of the amendment is absolutely outweighed by the dis¬ 
advantage to the College, which, after all, for its admin¬ 
istration which is conducted in the interests of the coun¬ 
try and of veterinary surgeons themselves, has only the 
guinea subscription from some 3,300 registered members 
to rely upon. That income ought not to be whittled 
away in expenses incurred in running about to distant 
county courts. 

Mr. Morison : I would appeal to the hon. and learned 
Gentleman who is in charge of the Bill, to agree in sub¬ 
stance with the proposal made by my hon. friends oppo¬ 
site. I think that he rather exaggerates this matter. As 
has been pointed out, in most of the cases no defence is 
possible and all that will require to be done is to get the 
decree of some Sheriff’s Court, but if all these cases have 
to go to a Sheriff’s Court in Edinburgh, the decree has 
then to be taken to where the defendant is domiciled, 
and this will lead to delay and, I believe, to as much ex¬ 


pense in the long run as would be saved by having all 
these actions raised in the one court. But there is 
another point. We have many provisions of this kind in 
Acts of Parliament in Scotland, and there is a regular 
practice in regard to them, and I would suggest that in 
this Clause we should conform to what is the ordinary 
practice. I would suggest that the words, “or domiciled” 
should be deleted, and the Clause will then conform to 
what is our usual practice. 

Mr. Rawlin8on : This amendment, which happens to 
refer only to England, has been discussed only by Scot 
tish members. I support what has been said by my hon. 
friend (Dr. Murray). So far as England is concerned 
there is no particular reason why for the recovery of a 
small sum like this the ordinary County Court should 
not be employed rather than the County Court in London. 
Even supposing a man thinks he has got a defence to a 
case, he is entitled to have the case tried and it would 
be a very heavy expense to put upon him to have to come 
up to London from some distant part of the country like 
Cornwall or Devonshire to contest a case here, and in a 
very large number of cases it would have the effect of his 
not appearing. For that reason I imagine that the 
general rule in English law, that you should sue a man 
m the County Court in the district where he lives, should 
apply to this case as much as to any other. I was very 
much interested in the discussion between Scottish mem¬ 
bers. It always interests me as one of the few English¬ 
men in the House to listen to these discussions. 

Mr. Cautley: I think that what I said cannot have 
been quite clear. It was entirely on the saving of costs 
and the question of expediency. The point was that if 
the College had two or three persons in default, this 
power to go to the one court would enable all those cases 
to be dealt with in oneplace on one day, and so save the 
expense of taking the Secretary and other officers, and 
probably two or three witnesses, to each of the various 
places in which the members concerned might happen to 

Maj. M. Wood : I should like to say a word in answer 
to the observations of the hon. and learned Member. He 
bases his case on the saving of expense. If I believed 
that there would be any substantial saving of expense, I 
would not have put forward this amendment, but I can¬ 
not see that there will. If there is no substantial case to 
be tried, there will be no witnesses. Again the hon. and 
learned Member seems to suggest that the case cannot 
be heard without the appearance of the Secretary and a 
number of officials. The Bill, however, provides that 
documentary evidence shall be sufficient, and all that 
will be necessary will be for the secretary of the College 
to instruct the local solicitor, and send him the docu¬ 
ments and certificates, which will be produced in court. 
There will be no necessity to send an official to Scotland 
or Ireland, as the case may be. I am quite prepared 
to accept the amended form suggested by tne Lord 
Advocate. 

Sir A. Boscawen : I think that, in view of the general 
feeling that has been expressed, it would be wise if my 
hon. and learned friend were to accept this Amendment. 
It is rather difficult to follow, but I understand that it 
only applies to Scotland. » 

Mr. Kawlinson: The Amendment which is now 
before the House is to leave out the words “ office may 
for the time being be situate,” and to insert instead 
thereof the words “member may be ordinarily resident,” 
and the question put from the Chair was “ that the 
words ( office may for the time being be situate ’ stand 

S art.” That applies merely to England and Wales, and 
088 not touch Scotland, which is dealt with in a sub¬ 
sequent Amendment which the hon. Member said he 
was going to move. 

Sir A. Boscawen : I am very much obliged to my hon. 
and learned Friend. That being so, the difficulty I felt 
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has been removed. Otherwise, we should have been 
applying his system in Scotland, of allowing the pursu¬ 
ing to take place in the court where the member was 
ordinarily resident, whereas in England we should have 
to go to the court where the head office of the College is 
situated. There is still one difficulty. It is proposed 
to leave out the words, “or domiciled” in respect to 
Scotland, but those words appear also, a little earlier in 
the sub-section, with regard to England and Wales, and 
the Bame would apply there. 

Mr. Deputy-Speaker (Sir E. Cornwall): The point 
could be met by withdrawing the present Amendment, 
which has been put from the Chair. Unless that is 
done we could not go back. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 

Amendment made: *In Sub-section (3), leave out the 
words “ or domiciled ” [“ ordinarily resident or domiciled 
in England or Wales ”].— [Mr. Mori son ] 

Mfiyor M. Wood: I beg to move, in Sub-section (3), 
to leqve out the words “ office may for the time being be 
situate,” and to insert instead thereof the words “ member 
may be ordinarily resident.” 

Mr. Denniss : I beg to second the Amendment. 

Col. Greig: I am sure the hon. Member is rather 
exaggerating. We all want to have the most effective 
and economic method of enforcing this right. It would 
be perfectly easy for the solicitor representing the 
college to instruct a local solicitor. In most instances it 
would not be necessary to have any oral evidence. It 
would be purely documentary evidence. Look at it 
from another point of view. If these cases are heard in 
a County Court or Sheriff Court in their own district, 
the whole of the circumstances will be admirable matter 
for the local press, whereas if they are sued jn the 
central jurisdiction they may come up for a day’s holiday 
and nothing more will be heard about the decision. 

Mr. Robertson : The chief opposition to this has come 
from the Scottish members, and I cannot understand 
why a college should be put in an entirely different 
position from anyone else who is suing. Hon. members 
representing English constituencies have not very much 
interest in this, and we have, because we are very jealous 
of our customs and practices in Scotland. If a college 
can only be successful by suing its members for its 
guineas, it is high time some other method was tried of 
putting it on a sound footing. I do not see why a college 
should be put in an entirely different position from any 
other creditor. 

Mr. Morison: I appreciate what has been said by the 
hon. member in charge of the Bill and I quite agree that 
if a case is brought and the Secretary and some officials 
of the society has to be brought to court it certainly is 
more economical to have these cases brought in London 
than to have them in separate courts. This is a class of 
case in which there is not only no defence but which in 
the great majority of cases no defence is statable. It is 
only in the very exceptional cases that you will have any 
witnesses. Therefore, the problem which the House has 
to consider, if it iB to regard this question as one of econ¬ 
omy, is whether it is much more economical to have to 
take a decree in the Sheriff Court at Edinburgh, and 
then have that decree sent down to the district where 
the defender resides in order to be enforced and the ex¬ 
ecution carried out, or whether it is more economical to 
take the decree in the Sheriff Court of the district where 
the defender is resident^ and have it enforced and execu¬ 
ted there. If the question is looked upon in that light, 
I suggest that, as regards the question of expense the 
practice in Scotland is in favour of the latter. I cannot 
speak for the practice in England, but it seems to me 
that in Scotland at all events the ordinary rule could be 
applied and the amendment suggested could be accepted. 
With regard to the expense in regard to agents, where 


you employ an agent in Edinburgh or in Caithness the 
statutory fee is 3/6d. or something like that. 

Mr. B. Denniss : Is that fee allowed as costs in a claim 
of only £1 1 

Mr. Morison: Yes. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Further Amendment made: In sub-section (3), leave 
out the words “or domiciled” [“resident or domiciled in 
Scotland such debt — [Major M. Wood.] 

Maj. M. Wood : I beg to move in sub-section (3)j to 
leave out the words “ of the sheriffdom of the Lothians 
and Peebles at Edinburgh.” 

Mr. Robertson : I beg to second the Amendment. 

Sir B. Stanier : I appeal to the representative of the 
Scottish Office to give some explanation of this. 

Mr. Morison : The office of Sheriff in Scotland is of a 
totally different character from the office of sheriff in 
England. The sheriff in-Scotland is one of the King’s 
executive officers, and he has in his courts jurisdiction 
to decide all financial questions, even to an unlimited 
amount. He has also very large jurisdiction in questions 
relating to real estate. The sheriffdom consists of the 
particular county or of the counties that are joined to¬ 
gether. 

If you wish to raise an action in the Edinburgh Sheriff 
Court the way in which to describe the court in which 
the case is raised is “ the sheriff court of the sheriffdom 
of the Lothians and Peebles at Edinburgh.” The Bill 
gave the correct description as it was originally framed. 
There is no other sheriffdom in Edinburgh or in Scotland 
so far as the Lothians and Peebles are concerned. If 
the clause in the Bill contains the words “sheriff court,” 
that is all that is required. 

The Sheriff Court is a court constituted by statute 
and there are provisions in that statute arranging rules. 
If the College takes out a summons, the Sheriff Court 
has jurisdiction if the person is “ordinarily resident” 

Amendment agreed to. 

Major M. Wood : I beg to move, in sub-section (3), to 
leave out the words “or domiciled” [“domiciled in Ire¬ 
land”]. A man’s residence is not necessarily the same 
as his domicile. He might be domiciled in Scotland and 
resident in England. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Major M. Wood: I beg to move, to leave out the 
words “in the Civil Bill Court in Dublin” and to insert 
instead thereof the words “in the county court of the 
district in which said member is ordinarily resident.” 

Mr. Robertson : I beg to second the Amendment. 

Sir W. Whitla : Last week we had before the House 
a Bill to establish a Parliament in Dublin and a Parlia¬ 
ment in Belfast, and how is it possible for these words 
to stand in the Bill. We will have a separate judicature, 
and the writ in Belfast will not run in Dublin. There is 
alto mention of a Veterinary College in Belfast. You 
have made a change for Scotland and it is absolutely 
essential that you should make this change to the county 
court as regard the island of Ireland, which is now to be 
divided into two. I support the Amendment. 

Mr. Denniss: Every lawyer knows that the system of 
County Courts in Ireland is almost entirely the same as 
that in England. 

Sir R. Woods : I beg to move, “That the further con¬ 
sideration of the Bill, as amended, be now adjourned”. 

It is quite clear to me that there is no one in the 
House at present who is able to speak in any way 
authoritatively on the point raised by this Amendment, 
and I therefore think we should adjourn the discussion 
in order to secure the attendance of some of the Law 
Officers from Ireland. 

Sir H. Craik: I beg to second the Motion. 

Sir A. Boscawen : 1 hope the Motion will not be ac¬ 
cepted. If there is any real difficulty, and if we are un- 
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able to clear it up to-day, it will be quite possible to put 
it right in another place. In any case, it would be most 
desirable that a Bill of this sort, which is really wanted 
in the interests of veterinary science, should come to an 
end and not be carried to-day on a technical point. I 
hope, therefore, the House will resist this Motion. 

Sir R. Woods: 1 beg leave to withdraw the Motion. 

Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Clause 4.— (Companies to be liable for ojfences the 
same as individuals). 

“Anything which would be an offence under the Veteri¬ 
nary Surgeons Act if committed by an individual shall 
be an offence if committed by a company registered under 
the Companies Acts.” 

Mr. Cautley : I beg to move, at the end of the Clause, 
to insert the words “or a society registered under the 
Industrial and Provident Societies Act.” 

That only completes the scheme of the Clause, which 
is to make companies or any trading bodies which are 
carrying on veterinary business, responsible in the same 
way as private persons. 

Mr. Denniss: I beg to second the Amendment. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Motion made, and question proposed, (< That the Bill 
be now read the Third time.”— [Mr. Cautley.] 

[The foregoing discussion involved much more talk, 
some of it distinctly ill-informed, which we have not 
thought necessary to reproduce. 

Speeches by several Members in favour of the Bill 
followed—which we hope to give at some length next 
week.] 

Question putand agreed to. 

Bill read tne Third Time, and passed. 

House of Lords. 

Tuesday, June 15. 

The following bills from the Commons were read a 
first time:— 

Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881 (Amendment). 

NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

Lancashire Division. 

A meeting of the Lancashire Veterinary Medical 
Association was held at the Liverpool Tropical School, 
Pembroke Place. Liverpool, at 3 p.m. on April 13th. The 
President, Mr. A. W. Noel-Pillers, occupied the chair. 
The following gentlemen signed the attendance book :— 
Messrs. G. H. Locke, H. G. Rogers. J. D. Whitehead, F. 
Ball, H. G. Hewetson, E. J. Burndred, J. Holroyd, W. 
A. Berry, A. M. Munro. Thos. Dobie, E. F. Wood, E. H. 
Curbishley, J. H. Wright, W. L. Cockburn, E. W. Elam, 
F. Hopkin, W. Woods, E. L. Butters, J. B.Wolstenholme, 
J. Spruell. The visitors included A. M. Fulton, G. V. 
Slin R. H. Oddy’ and Professor Warrington Yorke. 

Apologies for non-attendance were received from 
Messrs. J. McKinna, Jos. Abson, F. Garnett, J. Brittle- 
bank, T. Eaton Jones, Stafford Jackson and W. A Tay¬ 
lor. 

The Secretary read the notice convening the meeting. 

It was proposed by Mr. Burndred, seconded by Mr. 
E. F. Wood, and carried, that the minutes of the last 
meeting be taken as read. 

The Treasurer, Mr. Stent, read his statement of ac¬ 
counts. 

It was proposed by Mr. Woods, seconded by Mr. 
Hewetson, and carried unanimously, that the Treasurer’s 
report be adopted. 


Mr. J. F. Rankin, Blackburn, was nominated as a 
member by Mr. Burndred, and Mr. F. S. Warburton, 
Dallam Farm, Warrington, by Mr. Pillers. 

It was proposed by Mr. Wright, seconded by Mr. 
Whitehead, and carried, that the following members be 
elected Mr. G. Mayall, Bolton j Mr. J. B. Chadwick, 
Manchester; Mr. A. H. Leyland, Prescot; and Mr. H. 
Bibby, Winsford. 

It was proposed by Mr. Dobie, seconded by Mr. Mun¬ 
ro, and carried, that Mr. W. W. Smart be nominated as 
Hon. Associate. 

Mr. Brittlebank’s motion—that a contribution of £10 
lOs. be sent from this Association to the Victoria Uni¬ 
versity of Manchester Extension Fund was discussed. 
Mr. G. H. Locke proposed, Mr. Wolstenholme seconded, 
and it was carried unanimously, that the contribution as 
stated in the motion be sent. 

The Council's report was then considered. 

The question of Insurance'fees was discussed at length, 
and it was finally proposed by Mr. Curbishley, seconded 
by Mr. Ball, anJ carried, that the question be referred 
to the National V.M.A. m order that they may consider 
and arrange all the details for a satisfactory scheme. 

The question of fees for whole-time veterinary inspec¬ 
tors was discussed, and it was proposed by Mr. Burndred, 
seconded by Mr. Wolstenholme, and carried unanimous¬ 
ly, that “ The question of fees for whole-time veterinary 
inspectors be referred to the National V.M.A.” 

General charges were then discussed and it was pro¬ 
posed by Mr. Wolstenholme, seconded by Mr. Dobie, and 
carried, that the recommendation of the Council be 
adopted, namely, that a general increase of 50% over 
previous fees be adopted, and that this resolution be com¬ 
municated to the press. 

The question of night fees being considered, it was 
proposed by Mr. E. F. Woods, seconded by Mr. Ball, and 
carried unanimously, that the night fees should be double 
ordinary fees (8 p.m. to 8 a.m.). 

A'discussion on contracts generally, and prices as re¬ 
commended by the Council tnen took place, and as the 
general opinion of the members appeared unfavourable, 
it was eventually proposed by Mr. Locke, seconded by 
Mr. Cockburn, ana carried unanimously, tnat “The scale 
as proposed by the Council for contract work generally, 
be disapproved.” After further discussion, it was pro¬ 
posed by Mr. Whitehead, seconded by Mr. Ball and car¬ 
ried, that “ The question be referred back for consider¬ 
ation with members of each of the towns concerned.” 

Mr. Curbishley raised the question of reports of inter¬ 
esting cases and papers appearing in the veterinary press, 
and the desirability of omitting details of treatment of 
such cases recorded. 

Mr. Wolstenholme in supporting Mr. Curbishley, sug¬ 
gested that a bureau should be formed where all records 
of interesting cases could be properly recorded and in¬ 
dexed, and when any veterinary surgeon wanted details 
of any particular series of cases, they could be supplied 
him from the bureau. At present, this was lacking. 

It was eventually decided for Mr. Curbishley to give 
notice of motion to the Secretary of the Council that 
“ Reports of cases recorded be so abridged that essential 
details are not mentioned. 

“Equine Strongylosis.” 

By Prof. Warrington Yorke. 

Prof. Warrington Yorke said that strongylosis was a 
disease due to infection with worms called Strongylidce. 
They are round worms (nematodes) and can be recognised 
at once. Should one obtain a strongyle the correct treat¬ 
ment was to immediately place it in boiling water or hot 
alcohol by which means the worms would straighten 
themselves out. Many of the ordinary preservatives cause 
them to curl up, which condition makes.them difficult to 
examine microscopically. They should then be placed 
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in some weak formalin or 70% alcohol which will , pre¬ 
serve them indefinitely. 

There are in the horse a very large number of strongy- 
lidae, of which between 30 and 40 are known. These 
known species may however be grouped into three or four 
genera, tne first of which is the most important in that it 
produces the most serious disease. 

The strongylida* are characterised as followThe 
male has a bursa at its posterior end. This bursa is 
simply a prolongation of the cuticle, a thin, delicate 
membrane which serves for copulation, and this is sup¬ 
ported by various prolongations. He said he would not 
bother them with generic or specific differences. Mem¬ 
bers of the genus Stronyylm are the largest worms as 
well as the most important. 

The next genus in importance is Cylicostomunu These 
worms are very smill and were originally spoken of un¬ 
der the term tetracanthum. Triodontophorus and Qya- 
locephalm are other genera. Practically all the horse 
StronyylicLr fall into one or other of these genera and can 
be distinguished under the microscope. 

Regarding the life history of the strongyles and meth¬ 
ods of treatment, nothing definite is known regarding 
the former, but a great deal is known about similar 
worms in the sheep, dog and man. These worms lay 
<urgs in the intestines and the eggs pass out in the faeces. 
The eggs are easily recognised, being oval, with a thin 
shell, and contain four or eight email cells in each egg. 
They develop in the faeces, and in about a week or less 
(dependant upon the temperature) this cellular mass 
changes into tadpole shaped embryo. The egg hatches 
and toe embryo appears. This embryo is distinguished 
by having a very long thin tail. The embryo grows in 
size and in a short time casts its sheath and continues 
growing again, moults for the second time, when it does 
not cast its sheath but the larva remains instead in an 
ensheathed condition. This is most important, as, in 
virtue of this ensheathment, it is resistant to tempera¬ 
ture and chemical agents. It is able to live through 
a most severe winter in fields and will, unfortunately, 
affect the animals the following Spring. 

What happens immediately after this is not known, 
but, in the case of some worms of human beings, the pig 
and the sheep, it is known. In the sheep, these embryos 
crawl up the grass and thus enter the sneep’s stomach 
when the third larval stage occurs. The larva moults 
again and we have the fourth larval stage, followed by 
another moult when we have the young adult. This of 
course happens in the case of the sheep, and probably 
’similar changes occur in the horse. It is not known in 
how many ways the horse becomes infected, but proba 
bly it is through the mouth. The ankylostome of man 
may go through the skin and gain access by the blood to 
the gut. Possibly they reach the stomach and there 
they cast their sheath, then they bore through the 
stomach wall and get into the blood and are carried 
thence to the large intestine there becoming encysted in 
the mucous membrane. Some of them become misdirec¬ 
ted, and instead of going to the colon, get into the small 
blood vessels where they produce changes. Some also go 
to liver and pancreas, others get to the serous mem¬ 
branes. The normal course is for them to form cysts in 
the colon, where they develop into adults and worm 
their way through the mucous membrane into the lumen. 
These worms are blood-suckers and eventually produce 
anaemia, symptoms of colic, great and varying patho-ana- 
tomical changes. 

Prophylaxis depends upon the infection of the pas¬ 
tures. 

These worms only affect horses, and efforts have been 
made eliminate the disease. The burning of pastures 
has been tried, but in view of present limited knowledge, 
the properjprocedure is to remove horses and put on other 
stock 


The adult stage is extremely sensitive to chemical 
changes and the manure can of course be dealt with un¬ 
der this form of treatment. 

Present treatment has been very unsatisfactory. Re¬ 
cently some very important and scientific tests have been 
made and I should like to draw your attention to the 
paper by Hall and his colleagues. All manners of drugs 
at times have been tried. 

Hall obtained a number of infected horses. He then 
proceeded to give his drug, after the administration of 
which he counted the number of worms passed, and 
finally, in the course of a week, he killed the horse and 
counted the number of worms inside the animal. He then 
expressed the action of his drug by adding together the 
numbers of all the worms which were expelled and those 
in the animal at post-mortem. He stated the value of 
each drug as a percentage, viz., those expelled to total of 
expelled and found on post-mortem. Adopting these 
principles, he tried various drugs and found some more 
or less good, but the most effective was Chenopodinm. 

The first principle he laid down was to starve the horse 
for 24 to 36 hours. He then administered 16-18 c.c. of 
Chenopodium and followed with linseed oil. This treat¬ 
ment sufficed to expel 90% of worms, (Cylicostomum) 
with which an animal was affected. He lays great stress 
upon the starving of the animals. 

Such treatment is followed by a large dose of linseed 
oil. Chenopodium should be used with great care, and 
I should not advise anyone to use it without consulting 
Hairs work. He apparently does not give the dose 
for young animals or for different weights. 


A short discussion took place. 

The President-, on behalf of the Association, returned 
ahearty vote of thanks for the very interesting and in¬ 
structive address, and it was unanimously decided to ask 
Prof. Yorke to become Hon. Consulting Helminthologist 
to the Association. 

In reply, Prof. Warrington Yorke, expressed his pleas¬ 
ure in accepting the honour, and hoped that the mem¬ 
bers would send him as many specimens as possible in 
order that the results would prove of mutual educational 
benefit. A great number of specimens of equine stron¬ 
gyles in the various stages from egg to adult were then 
snown. The members were afterwards entertained to 
tea. 

John Sprukll, Hon. Sec. 


THE NATIONAL 

VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 
President: O.Charnock Bradley, Esq.,M.R.c.v.s.,M.D.,D.sc. 


The Annual meeting will be held in the Royal (Dick) 
Veterinary College, Edinburgh, July 28th, 29th, and 30tb. 

The arrangements for the meeting are as follows:— 
The President will hold a reception during the evening of 
Tuesday, July 27th. 

July 28th. Morning. Formal Business. 

Presidential Address. 

Afternoon. A paper will be submitted by Mr. A. 
Gofton, f.r.c.v.8., “ Bacterial Contamination of Milk.” 
The discussion will be opened by Messrs. J. Malcolm, 
f.r.c.v.8., and H. Begg, f.r.c.v.s. 

The annual dinner will be held in the Royal Arch Hall, 
Queen Street, at 7.30 p.m. 

July 29th. Morning. A paper will be submitted by 
Mr. J. R. Gibb, Advocate, on “ Malpractice.” The dis¬ 
cussion will be opened by Professor J. Macqueen. 

A paper will be submitted by Prof. Brayley Reynolds 
on “Recent advances in Veterinary Surgery. The dia- 
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cussion will be opened by Mr. F. Hobday, f.r.o.y.s., 
c.m.q., and Prof. J. J. O’Connor. 

Afternoon. The following demonstrations ;— 

(1) Hygiene. “Milk Outfits,” 

by the National Clean Milk Society. 

(2) Biology. “Equme Strongyles,” 

by Mr. A. W. Noel Pillers, f.r.o.v.s. 
44 External Parasites of the Horse ” and “ Ticks,” 
by Dr. R. Stewart Macdougall. 

(3) Nutrition 44 Animal Feedstuffs of Imperial Origin” 

by Prof. K. G. Linton. 

(4) Pathology. “ Some common Diseases of Poultry,” 

by Prof. D. C. Matheson. 

(5) Surgico Anatomical. “ Surgical Anatomy of the 
Foot of the Horse” by Prof. W. M. Mitchell 

< ana Dr. O. Charaock Bradley. 

(G) Surgical, (a) “ Chloroform Anesthesia in the 
Standing Position,” by Prof D. Imrie. 

(b) 44 Median Neurectomy in the Standing Position* 

by Prof. D. Imrie. 

•(c) “ Roaring Operation,” 

by Mr. A. Robb inr., f.r.c.v.8. 
(r?) 44 Quittor ” by Mr. A. Gofton, f.r.c.v.s. 

(e) 44 Ovaro hysterectomy” 

by Professor Brayley Reynolds. 

There will be exhibitions by Druggists, Instrument 
makers and Booksellers, 

There will be a reception by the Lord Provost, 
Magistrates, and Town Council during the evening of 
July 29th. 

July SOth. A visit to the Scott country (Melrose, Ab¬ 
botsford and Dryburgh) has been arranged. 

Accommodation. 

Those wishing so secure accommodation during the 
Edinburgh meeting (July 27th, to 30th), should com¬ 
municate with the Local Secretary, Prof. R. G. Linton, 
Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh, who will 
be pleased to forward a list of Hotels, etc., which has been 
prepared by the Ladies Committee. 

It is very desirable that application be made as early 
as possible. 


VICTORIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT 
FUND. 

The Annual General Meeting was held at 10, Red 
Lion-square, on Tuesday, June 1st, immediately after 
the Annual General Meeting of the Royal College cf 
Veterinary Surgeons. There were present: Mr. S. H. 
Slocock in the Chair. Messrs. G. A. Banham, H. J. 
Dawes, F. W. Garnett, F. L. Gooch, J. W. McIntosh, 
Col. A. W. Mason, Messrs. W. J. Mulvey, T. S. Price, 
P. J. Simpson, R. C. Trigger, E. A. West, F. W. Willett, 
J. Willett. 

The Minutes of the previous General Meeting, having 
been published, were taken as read and confirmed. 

Election of President. Mr. Banham proposed, Mr. 
Gooch seconded, and it was unanimously resolved that 
Mr. S. H. Slocock be re elected President of the Fund. 

Vice-President. Mr. Gooch proposed, Mr. Simpson 
seconded, and it was unanimously resolved that Messrs. 
Barrett, Garnett, West and Sir Stewart Stockman be 
re-elected Vice-presidents of the Fund. 

Hon. Secretary and Treasurer. Mr. West prop->sed, 
Mr. Willett seconded, and it was resolved that Mr. 
P. J. L. Kelland be re-elected Hon. Secretary and 
Treasurer. 

Col. Mason proposed, Mr. Banham seconded^ and it 
was resolved that Messrs. Woodhouse and Wilkinson be 
re elected Auditors to the Fund. 

Annual Report and Statement of Accounts. The 
Annual Report was submitted, and the President pointed 


out that during the year the sum of £702 4s. 2d. had 
been distributed among twenty-nine recipients. The 
total amount received in subscriptions and donations 
was £644 10s. It was therefore necessary to appeal for 
an increase in the number of members, in order to 
enable the Fund to increase the grants, which in several 
cases did not amount to more than 7s. fid. per week. 
He expressed the hope that every Veterinary Medical 
Association would consider the needs of the Fund, and 
make an annual subscription of at least two guineas, 
which would give them the right to appoint a repre¬ 
sentative on the Council. Twelve Veterinary Asso¬ 
ciations already have representatives on the Council, 
and by this means the Fund was enabled to obtain 
reliable information regarding apolications in the dis¬ 
tricts represented. It would also he a great help to the 
Fund if more members would take collecting boxes, 
which would be supplied free on application to the 
Secretary. 

Col. Mason moved the adoption of the report. Mr. 
Dawes, in seconding, said that, not only should the 
associations subscribe, but the individual members of 
the association should become members of the Fund, 
and so increase its usefulness. Mr. West supported the 
motion, and expressed his appreciation of the very 
useful report which had been prepared. 

The motion, on being put to the meeting, was carried 
unanimously. 

Election of Council. Mr. Garnett proposed that the 
ten members at present representing the members of the 
Fund on the Council be re-elected, namely, Messrs. 
Banham, Blenkinsop, Gaiger, Gooch, McCall, Price, 
Sumner, Trigger, Wooldridge, Young. Mr. Garnett 
pointed out that as the local veterinary societies by 
contributing two guineas to the Fund, had the right to 
appoint a member of council, they had it in their own 
hand 8 to elect any person who could do useful work. If 
all the societies subscribed in this wav, they would have 
a big majority on the council. He, therefore, thought it 
advisable to re-elect en bloc those members who served 
last year as representatives of the members generally. 

Mr. Banham said that in his opinion it was desirable 
always to have a number of men on the council who 
lived in or close to London, so that it could be called 
together on questions of emergency. The President 
pointed out that the council had appointed an executive 
committee of three for such purposes. 

Mr. Dawes seconded the motion for election of the 
ten members named, which, on being put to the meeting 
was carried unanimously. 

A vote of thanks to the President was passed, and the 
meeting terminated. 


A VETERINARY PANEL. 

To the Editor of The Veterinary Record. 

Dear Sir,—I have delayed replying to Colonel Mosley's 
letter because I hoped that someone else would come 
forward in defence of the private practitioner. It always 
puzzles me why we should copy Germany, Italy or any 
other country. Why cannot we evolve a system peculiar 
to our own needs! The position here (I write of sn 
agricultural district) is that there is a qualified veterinaiy 
practitioner for about every ten miles of country. Most 
of us now draw fees as local veterinary inspectors, and 
also obtain fees from clients for inoculation against con¬ 
tagious abortion and occasionally for testing for tuber¬ 
culosis. 

By working a pretty long day it is possible to get the 
income of a foreman printer or engineer mechanic, of 
course with a great deal more anxiety and responsibility, 
but that does’nt matter, the life is worth it. 

With the influx of tractors, and with the adoption of 
the use of motor lorries by millers, brewers, contractors 
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coal merchants, etc., and of food vans by bakers, grocers 
and small retailers generally, it must be apparent one of 
two things must happen ; either that practitioners must 
have another source of income, or the number of practi¬ 
tioners must be reduced by half, say to one in twenty 
miles. 

My argument is that it is far better for the farmers 
and the country to have the present number of men and 
employ them part time on preventive work than to wipe 
out half of them. If the latter course is taken there will 
be an inevitable increase in quackery. 

My experience of Italy is that there are unregistered 
veterinary surgeons everywhere, and that the people do 
not call in the officials for treatment of stock, out carry 
on with the services of the men available. 

There is another point. A private practitioner is an 
educative force. He is known and trusted by those who 
employ him ; he is able to give the why and wherefore 
of tests and inoculations. The whole-time man is an 
official and tends to take on just that air of authority 
which silences the average Englishman when in his pre¬ 
sence, bnt lets his tongue go when he has taken his de¬ 
parture !! 

What I propose is that the whole-time official (and the 
sooner we nave one for each administrative county the 
better) shall employ himself with his statistics and his 
laboratory, and leave the field work to the practitioner. 
Further, I would consider it to the good if a panel was 
formed for each area, so that clients could have their 
inoculations and tests carried out by their own practi¬ 
tioner. 

With all due deference to my friend Col. Moseley sis 
an expert on the administrative side of the Army Veteri¬ 
nary Department, I feel that his opinion on matters re¬ 
lating to the private practitioner cannot be considered to 
have the same value. Will not some other practitioner 
enter the field of discussion ? 

May I take this opportunity to thank those who gave 
me their vote at the recent election—Yours etc., 

T. J. Faithfull. 

Sudbury, Suffolk, June Bth. 


AN AUTOCRATIC DECISION. 

Sir,—In your issue of 12th June, you publish a letter 
under the above heading from Mr. John Campbell, in 
which he states two men had condemned a stallion 
named “Raeburn” for having Stringhalt, and that he and 
other three had passed him. 

As stated it does seem very hard that two opinions 
should count of more value than four, but I am at a loss 
to understand what would be gained by having the lay 
members of the Board trying to decide on such a case 
between two of their professional officials and four pro¬ 
fessional gentlemen. 

Mr. Campbell’s case reads as though a gieat injustice— 
or at least great hardship, had been done to this stallion, 
and he would like the referee to say how he arrived at 
the conclusion that this animal suffered from Stringhalt. 
Personally I only know of one way, and that is to test 
an animal by the usual methods, and if he fails to shew 
evidence of the sharp flexion of the hock joint known as 
Stringhalt, then he is entitled to be passed. 

It would be very interesting if the referee, would deal 
with the subject in the same temperate way that Mr. 
Campbell has done, and that without any personal feel¬ 
ing. 

As the Act stands at present, I am afraid there is not 
likely to be any provision made for acting as he suggests, 
and that the Board will be following out the course 
laid down for their guidance. 

I have heard of other cases of a similar character, one 
in particular, where it is stated some six veterinary sur¬ 
geons passed a stallion sound and only two condemned 


it, but as the law stands at present, it really amounts to 
this, that the opinion of the gentleman appointed by the 
Board is final, no matter how many men say otherwise. 

Now surely this horse showed some abnormal flexion 
of the hock joint; as I know from my own moderate ex¬ 
perience that at times I have great difficulty in deciding 
whether the sharp action comes from a natural gait ana 
not from disease. It would be interesting if Mr. Camp¬ 
bell would give us the findings as to what, in his own 
mind, really did exist, and further what the other three 
professional gentlemen did find. 

Surely there must have been some peculiarity in this 
horse’s action that should cause two professional gentle- 
meh to pronounce it Stringhalt, or is he a horse that 
shews tnis nervous disease only on rare occasion?— 

Yours truly, Gretna. 


THE MID-WEST. AND SOUTH WALES 
VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. . 

Sir,—We, the undersigned, have received the follow¬ 
ing letter which explains an intolerable position fcr any 
professional man to find himself in. 

“ Many thanks for your letter. The reason I declined 
to join your Association was—that I find it impossible 
to get away to attend the meetings. During the war I 
had an unqualified man looking after my practice for 
four and a half years, and he has now set up against 
me. That means that I have to stick closely to it! ” 

Here is an example of a man sinning the greatest sin 
of all sins—the sin of ingratitude, ana knowing what 
human nature is, one cannot be altogether surprised— 
but will an ever grateful (?) country tolerate this grave 
injustice? And will we, as a profession, take this 
insult lving down? Imagine a doctor being treated 
thus—if the position is not too grotesque for us to 
do 80 . 

What would the General Medical Council say ? And 
what are we—as a profession—going to do ? Can’t we 
move the “ powers that be ” to see the injustice of such 
a case as this. 

To strengthen our efforts in trying to obtain redress, 
we shall be grateful if other practitioners similarly 
situated will communicate with us : their names will be 
kept anonymous if desired. 

It is only by becoming organised through joining our 
associations that we can hope to hold our own in these 
days.—Yours faithfully, 

Wm. Scott, f.r.c.v.s., President, 

Bridgwater. 

J. J. Aveston, Hon. Sec. and Tress., 

Bath. 

[The Council R.C.V.S. has no sort of control over un¬ 
registered practitioners. The General Medical Council 
would in such case, summon the medical practitioner 
before them for employing the unqualified man. The 
Council R.C.V.S. proposed to use similar power and 
have been refused them by Parliament. 

Where does the “ ingratitude ” come in ? On the face 
of it, it looks to be a bit of dirty dishonesty : but it is not 
stated if there was a bond “ not to practice .] 


“A SERIOUS QUESTION.” 

The letter by “ Disgusted ” in the current issue of the 
Veterinary Record is, to me, amusing—because I am at 
a loss to know with whom he is really disgusted. 
Is it his professional neighbours whom he terms 
*• opponents ” ? Is it the Ministry of Agriculture—the 
quack medicine vendors or himself ? If a man knows 
his job and has the confidence of his clients—what the 
’ell’s the use of worrying ! Railton, . 

Builth Wells. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 

The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow 
ing subscriptions for 1920. 

Gillies, Capt. J., Irvine £110 

Walker, Lt. Col. G. K., C.I.E., O.B.E., 110 
Wragg, W. G., Ministry of Agriculture 110 
Wright, H. S., High Wycombe 110 

Previously acknowledged 830 2 11 

June 16. £834 6 11 


R.C.V.S. WAR MEMORIAL. 

The Secretary begs to acknowledge the receipt of the 
following donations, or promises of donations:— 

Kelly, Capt. G. A. 2 2 0 

Spreull, Maj. A, D.S.O., T. D., Dundee 1 1 0 
Walker, Lt.-Col. G. K.,C.I.E., O.B.K. 1 1 0 

Previously reported 615 17 0 

£620 l 0 

Note— The entry in the list of June 5th as from 
“G. D. Norman, west Town, Som.” should have been 
stated as from Major G. D. Norman, R.A.V.C. 


WAR HONOURS. 

Buckingham Palace, June 11. 


NORTH RUSSIA. 

By Maj.-Gen. F. C. Poole, c.b« c.m.o., d.s.o~ Gen* 
Offr. Commdg. N. Russian Exp. Force. (Published in 
the Supplement of the London Gazette , dated Jan. 16, 
1919. (No. 31,127) 

* * * * 
Chambers, T/Capt. (A/Maj.) F., O.B.E. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 

Extracts from London Gazette 

Regular Forces. Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 

War Or vice, Whitehall, June 14. 
The following relinquish their commns. on completion of 
of service :— Temp. [Capts. and are granted rank of 
Maj.:—J. Macllvenna, O.B.E. (Aug. 30,1919); W. C. 

8 uinnell (May 13). Temp. Capts. and retain rank of 
Etpt.:—A.W. Allen (April 17, 1919); R. Gorman (Aug. 
29,1519); W. D. Half head (Sept. 4, 1919); J. Me Allan 
(Oct. 19,1919); W. B. MacFaazean (April 26): A. H. 
MacLeod (March 26): N. MacLeod (April 12): J. Pugh 
(April 30) : F. D. Smith (April 9); S. R. Tufts (Nov. 
9,1919) ; fa. H. Wolff (Apnl 26). 

Special Reserve or Officers. 

June 9. 

Capt. C. J. C. Ryan relinquishes his commn. (April 2), 
and retains the rank of Capt. 


The King held an Investiture in the Quadrangle of 
the Palace at 11 o'clock. 

The following were severally introduced into the pre¬ 
sence of The King, when His Majesty invested tnem 
with the Insignia of the respective Divisions of the Or¬ 
ders into which they have been admitted 

The Most Honourable Order of the Bath 
Companions—(Military Division). 
***** 

Maj.-Gen. Layton Blenkinsop. 

The Most Excellent Order of the British Empire. 

Officers—(Military Division) 

* * * * 

Capt. John Hewer. 

MENTIONS. 

A Supplement to the London Gazette dated June 11 
(No. 31,928) has just been published containing the fol¬ 
lowing additional names which have been brought to the 
notice of the Secretary of State for War for distinguished, 
gallant, and valuable services and devotion to duty in 
various fields of operation :— 

By Lt.-Gen. Sir J. L. Van Deventer, K.C.B., C.M.G., 
Commanding in-Chief, East African Force, in his dis¬ 
patch of January 20,1919. (Published in the Supple¬ 
ment of the London Gazette, dated June 5, 1919, No. 



Hornby, Capt., H. E., o.b.e., S.A.V.C. 

INDIA. 

For valuable services rendered in IrHia in connexion 
with the war. Dated June 3, 1919. (Published in the 
Supplement of the London Gazecte , dated Jan. 20. (No. 
31,742.) :— 

* * * * 

Evans, Col. G. H , c.i.E., C.B.E., A.D.C. Ind. Army 
attd. Civil Vet. Dept. 

Hayes, Capt. (A./Maj.) F. B., o.b.e. 

Hewlett, Lt. (T./Maj.) K., O.B.E., Ind. Det. Force Vet. 
Corps. 


The Pathogenesis of Deficiency Disease. 

Lieut.-Colonel R. McCarrison, i.m.s., of the Pasteur 
Institute of Southern India in the Indian Jouimal of 
Medical Research (vol. vi. No. 3), discusses the origin of 
diseases attributed to a deficiency of certain accessory 
food factors. He draws attention to the scantiness 6f 
our knowledge respecting the influence of “ vitaminic ” 
deficiency on the adrenal glands, pancreas, liver, Bpleen, 
thyroid, pituitary gland, and the reproductive organs, 
and he endeavours to fill up some of these gaps in onr 
knowledge. Taking beri beri as the typical deficiency 
disease, he expresses the opinion that “ vitaminic ” defic¬ 
iency is the essential aetiological factor in the genesis of 
that malady, but that 9 uch deficiency is rarely so com¬ 
plete as to be the sole agency responsible for it. Bacterial 
organisms of whatever kind that may be isolated from 
the blood in human beri-beri may invade the blood and 
tissues under conditions of dietetic deficiency and # thus 
convert a state of potential morbidity into one of kinetic 
disease Such organisms are not the cause of the malady, 
nor can they be expected to produce it in inoculation ex¬ 
periments. “ They are but weeds which flourish in a 
soil made ready for them by dietetic deficiency.” 

After making many animal experiments and observa¬ 
tions Col. McCarrison arrives at the conclusion that the 
absence of certain accessory food factors from the dietary 
—improperly called “anti-neuritic”—leads not only to 
functional degenerative changes in the central nervous 
system, but to similar changes in every organ and tissue 
ia the body. The symptom-complex resulting from the 
absence of these substances is due (1) to inanition ; (2) 
to derangement of function of the organs of digestion 
and assimilation ; (3) to disordered endocrine function, 
especially in the adrenal glands ; and (4) to malnutrition 
of the nervous system. 

Certain organs undergo hypertrophy and others atro¬ 
phy. Those which hypertrophy are the adrenals, and 
those which atrophy are, in the order of severity^ the 
thymus, the testicles, spleen, ovary, pancreas, heart, liver, 
kidneyB, stomach, thyroid, and brain. The presence, of 
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oedema in the patient has been invariably associated 
with great hypertrophy of the adrenal glands. Gastric, 
intestinal, ana pancreatic disorders are important conse¬ 
quences of dietary too rich in starch and too poor in vita- 
mines and the essential constituents of food. It is sug¬ 
gested that some of the obscure metabolic disorders of 
childhood might be examined from this point of view as 
well as from that of endocrine gland starvation. Pro 
found atrophy of the reproductive organs is also an im¬ 
portant consequence of vitaminic deficiency, leading to 
the cessation of the function of spermatogenesis. In the 
male human subject it would result in sterility, and in 
the female in amenorrhoea and sterilitv. The central ner¬ 
vous system atrophies little, the paralytic symptoms in 
beri beri being due mainly to impaired functional activi 
ty of nerve cells, much more rarely to their degeneration. 
It is thought that because of their atrophy, out of all 
proportion to other tissues, the thymus, testicles, ovary, 



rapidly exhausted. 

Finally, although deficiency of certain accessory food 
factors is the essential aetiological factor in the genesis of 
beri beri, Col. McCarrison nolds that infectious and 
parasitic agencies may often be important causes deter¬ 
mining the onset of the symptoms of that disease. Vita- 
mine deficiency renders the body very liable to be over¬ 
run by the rank growth of bacteria, and it is probable 
that varying metabolic disturbances may determine the 
character of these growths .—The Lancet. 


OBITUARY. 

James A. Jordan, m.r.c.v.s., City Abattoir, Belfast. 

Graduated, Glas : May, 1891- 
Mr. Jordan died at his residence, Newtownards Road, 
on Tuesday ; aged 56. 

We regret to announce the death of Mr. Jordan, the 
City Veterinarian. Mr. Jordan had been in failing 
health for more than a year past, but had been attending 
to his duties as usual ; it was only on Monday morning 
that he was confined to bed. His death will be deeply 
regretted by the members and officers of the Corpora¬ 
tion. and by all with whom he came in contact in his 
public duties and in social life. 


Mr. Jordan, who was in his fifty sixth year, was a 
native of Belfast, was appointed veterinary surgeon to 
the Belfast Corporation in February, 1907, and six 
years later, in conjunction with that office, he was 
assigned the duties of superintendent of the abattoir. 
From the year 1902 until his Corporate appointment he 
was an Inspector of the Veterinary Branch of the 
D. A. T. I. He was possessed of high qualifications 
professionally, and was strongly recommended for the 
appointment by Mr. M. Hedley, Principal A. E. Mettam 
and Mr. Andrew Watson, m.r.c.v.s., Veterinary In¬ 
spector for the Borough of Dublin. 

In the organisation and equipment of the new abat¬ 
toir, the experience of Mr. Jordan proved invaluable, 
and he took a keen interest in the work, with the result 
that the establishment, which is conducted on the most 
approved modern methods, is recognised as one of the 
best of its kind in the world. He exercised a vigilant 
supervision over the condition of the animals brought 
to the city for purposes of human food, a work that 
greatly increased owing to the enormous growth of the 
utilisation of the abattoir. It may be mentioned that 
while in 1870 the number of animals of all kinds 
slaughtered amounted to 1,050, and in 1913 to 85,216, 
the number in the year 1918 was 115,306, not including 
8,586 animals slaughtered for the military authorities. 
In July, 1911, on the occasion of the annual meetings 
of the Royal Sanitary Institute in Belfast, Mr. Jordan 
presided at the conference of veterinary inspectors then 
held, and delivered an informative address, in which he 
dealt comprehensively with the subject of meat inspec¬ 
tion, and emphasised strongly the importance of mark¬ 
ing meat as the most reliable means of ensuring efficient 
inspection. His sterling qualities were held in high 
appreciation by the members of the trade with which 
his professional duties brought him so intimately into 
contact. He had a genial personality that made him 
many friends, who will deeply sympathise with his 
bereaved widow and family of two sons and four 
daughters in their great loss. Mr. Jordan was a 
member of the Orange Institution, being for a long 
time connected with L.O.L. 1955. He was also greatly 
devoted to the Masonic Craft, being a P.M. of Lodge 207, 
and member of R.A.C. 51 and Union Preceptory IOC. — 
Belfast Telegraph. 
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Professors and the Press on 
University Training. 

At the suggestion of several correspondents we 
reprint a letter by Prof. Adami, and we have fol¬ 
lowed with a letter from Clifford All butt, and a 
“leader" from The Times , in which the two letters 
appeared, one on June 15th, the other on 17th, 

The outstanding features of all three are that they 
are special pleading for university training and uni¬ 
versity diplomas; and their complete silence as to 
the ordinary conditions of practice—of the work of 
the general practitioner. The Tivies remarks :— 

** There is no objection in principle, to those who 
enjoy a monopoly taxing themselves for the pur¬ 
poses of their union.” The said “ union ” is a Cor¬ 
porate body which has to its credit a Royal Charter 
dating from 1844, with five subsequent supplement¬ 
ary Charters, an Act of Parliament (1881) and an 
Amendment Act (1900). It seems a fair deduction 
that, so far, the Government has agreed to the neces¬ 
sity for and to the procedure of this “ union.” The 
statement concerning the Leeds University was re¬ 
futed in the course of the Debate. One wonders 
what would happen if the universities up and down 
the country were to obtain power to license to 
practise. There would be a repetition of the di¬ 
versity of qualification which has been a bane of the 
medical profession for years. And with the small 
number of men joining the profession—the average 
for the years previous to the war was roughly about 
80 per annum, divided among five oolleges—one 
may ask what is going to be the strength of the 
classes when the teaching centres are three times as 
numerous. And what are they going to pay their 
“ Professors ” ? 

There are some in the profession who consider 
that there are now too many teaching oolleges for 
our requirements, and that three strong colleges, one 
each in England, Scotland and Ireland, well equipped 
and financially able to maintain good teachers, would 
better meet present and future needs. 

The university training “notion” is not a new one. 
It was trotted out about ten years ago ; and there 
is a small following in favour of it in Lancashire. 
There is little to be said in favour of it, and that 
little would probably disappear were our colleges 
endowed—as the universities are. The recent 
glorification is just a variant of the old aphorism, 
“ There is nothing like leather,” and may be 
largely discounted. But that is no reason that 
the veterinary profession should “ take it lying 
down,” rather let us stand together in our local 
societies, and each man do what he can to support 
the National Association and the Royal College in 
their respective spheres of action. 


The Amendment Act—Third Reading. 

We print this week the speeches of Mr. Cautley, 
who was in charge of the Bill in the House, and of 
Sir A. Boscawen, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Agriculture, as representing the Govern¬ 
ment. These speeches were virtually the “ sum¬ 
ming up ” on behalf of the Bill, and the profession 
owes these members thanks for the part they took in 
the debate, and for the good will to the profession 
which they expressed. The speech of Sir Philip 
Magnus, in its, comparatively level view, gives what 
appears to be the feeling of the few in the House 
who had a little knowledge of the subject. 


Surgical Demonstrations. 

The programme for the “ National ” meeting at 
Edinburgh next month inoludes an attractive list of 
surgical demonstrations. It is the best programme 
of this sort that we remember seeing at a veterinary 
meeting in this country, and will stand comparison 
with similar ones in America. Surgical demonstra¬ 
tions have never yet received their due meed of at¬ 
tention at veterinary gatherings here, and a good 
one at the “National” would do more to popularise 
them than anything else could. 

Perhaps there is no better illustration of the value 
of such demonstrations than the operation of resect¬ 
ing the lateral cartilage in quittor. Old as the 
operation is, it has never found general favour in 
England. It makes no inconsiderable demands 
upon the knowledge and technical skill of the oper¬ 
ator, and many clinicians have little practical ac¬ 
quaintance with the details and general results. 
Yet, as Prof. Wooldridge remarked when perform¬ 
ing it before the Eastern Counties Society last 
February, the probability is that most practitioners 
would undertake it if they could first gain some 
practical acquaintance with its details. It is not in 
any way beyond the powers of the average clinician, 
though it certainly presents considerable difficulties 
to one attempting it without initial experience. 
There is little doubt that it is by far the best treat¬ 
ment when the lateral cartilage is necrosed; and we 
have still something to learn as to the best method 
of performing it. Several procedures for resecting 
the cartilage are more or less in vogue ; and it is 
still a moot point which is preferable. Many men, 
from lack of acquaintance with the operation, have 
never ventured to attempt it at all, but content 
themselves with treating necrosed oartilage by 
cruder methods. Syringing, “ coring out,” and the 
mere removal of necrosed pieces of cartilages, are all 
far from ideal treatments of quittor. 
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ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 

The Lavage of Cavities with Antiseptics. 

Taddei, in this year's Policlinico, discusses this 
subjeot. It is widely believed that lavages are use¬ 
ful in every case of infection of mucous cavities. 
Such lavages are often without utility ; for the liquid 
introduced rarely reaches the seat or the totality of 
the affected surface. It is known that uterine 
lavages, in ordinary conditions, do not pass beyond 
the oervioal canal and the “tench's nose/' Such 
effects as can be obtained are due to the temperature 
of the liquid and to the tepid action of the medica¬ 
ment, but never to its detersive and antiseptic 
aotions. 

The detersive action of the lavages is of very 
blight importance; for the momentary elimination 
of the exudates and secretions cannot have a durable 
effeot upon the infective process. On the other hand, 
in view of the viscosity and insolubility of the 
mucus, pus, etc., it is very doubtful that exudates 
and secretions can be eliminated, even momentarily. 
Even when a certain violenoe of propulsion or a 
very prolonged period of lavage is adopted (which 
occasions a trauma to the mucous membrane), crypts 
and anfractuosities still remain, from which the cur¬ 
rent removes nothing. If the cavity is not well 
distended with liquid, and the current is feeble and 
direoted in one direction only, the futility of suoh 
procedures appears evident. 

The antiseptic action of the lavages is even less 
important. The antiseptic may kill the organism 
in vitro , but the oase is quite different when the 
same germ is lodged in mucus, in epithelial cells, in 
crypts, and in the sub-mucous connective tissue, 
where the liquid certainly does not reach it. Mat¬ 
ters are worse if strong antiseptics are used; for 
these, forming albuminates or other insoluble com- 

S ounds, constitute a barrier which protects the un- 
erlying germs. 

The results of experimental studies and those of 
olinioal experience therefore agree in demonstrating 
‘the inutility of the antiseptic method. 

Antiseptic lavage of cavities, then, besides being 
irrational and useless, are even dangerous, perhaps 
by the introduction of instruments, perhaps because 
the liquids are irritating and alter the epithelium. 
Neither should the possible dangers of absorption, 
and the difficulty of practising lavage in a rigorously 
aseptic manner, be overlooked. At any rate, in 
oases in which the utility of lavage cannot be ig¬ 
nored, it is better to use physiological solution than 
antiseptios, and, if antiseptios are used, the most 
bland and least toxic ones should be chosen. That 
is, moreover, the conclusion which American clinic¬ 
ians have reached as regards endo-uterine lavages 
for lesions of abortion .—(La Clinica Veterinaria). 

W.R.C. 


Mr. Frederick Thomas Stanley, m.r.o.v.8., of Montague 
Street, Stones End. Borough, Surrey, and 143, Denmark 
Hill, S.E., left estate gross value £46,779. 
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June 3rd, Mr. J. Basil Buxton, President, occupying the 
chair. 

On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, seconded by Mr. McIn¬ 
tosh, the minutes of the last two meetings (which had 
been published in The Veterinary fiecora) were taken as 
read and confirmed. 

The following Fellows signed the attendance book:— 
Messrs. F. G. Samson, J. Buxton, F. G. Buxton, A. E. 
Willett, R. Bryden, J. F. Macdonald, O. S. Broad?; y rat, 
H. E. Whitemore, W. N. Thompson, J.W. McIntosh, M. 
G. Byerley, P. S. Howard, W. S. Mulvey, P. W. Dayer 
Smith, A. L. Wilson, G. W. Dunkin, W. S. King, Prof. 
E. B. Reynolds, and Hugh A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 

Visitors : Messrs. H. R. Allen and H. L. Somers. 

Correspondence. The Secretary announced that let¬ 
ters regretting their inability to attend the meeting had 
been received from Messrs. J. B. Tutt, G. H. Livesey, 
Jack Willett, J. C. Coleman, E. L. Stroud, P. J. Simpson, 
C. H. Sheather, and F. Hobday. Messrs. Tutt and Live¬ 
sey expressed the hope that item 6 on the agenda would 
be carried ; if the meetings were held earlier it would be 
much more convenient for them to attend. 

Nominations. The President announced that two 

S ntlemen had been nominated aB Fellows of the Society: 

r. R. Allen, m.r.c.v.s., Herne Hill, proposed by himself 
and seconded by the Secretary, and Mr. Hugh Cooper, 
Northwood, Middlesex, proposed by Mr. H. C. P. King, 
and seconded by the Secretary. 

Morbid Specimens. Capt. Whitemore exhibited the 
hoof of a harness pony. The foot had been run over by 
a lorry at Epsom, and the animal had to be shot. The 
hoof had been torn off by the accident, and it would be 
noticed that not only had the sensitive laminse been de¬ 
tached from the bone, but a portion of the pedal bone 
itself was still in place in the foot. The animal was seen 
and attended by Capt T. A. Huband, 

“ Chloroform Anaesthesia in the Horse,” by Prof. 
E. Brayley Reynolds. (Continued Discussion). 

The Secretary read the following contribution to the 
discussion which had been received from Mr. Sheather:— 

I wish to congratulate Prof. Reynolds both on bis 
paper and muzzle. The paper is a model one. 

With regard to the application of chloroform to the 
animal standing, “considerable space” is not really 
necessary. I have frequently chloroformed cart horses 
standing in a loose box, a small straw yard, or school. It 
is a method which has been employed by my late father 
and myself for many years on all breeds of horses with¬ 
out, up to the present, any untoward accidents. 

I always use a piece of unbleached calico instead of 
sponge, because it offers a large surface for evaporation 
and at the Bame time is easier to keep dry, as it does not 
absorb moisture from the expired air in the same way 
that a sponge does. 

The muzzle herewith was made to my late father’s 
order in 1880; it was a failure, but is interesting from 
the point of view that except for minor details, which 
have been perfected in Prof. Reynold’s pattern, the two 
are almost identical. It had a metal container for 
chloroform which fitted on to the bottom, this has un¬ 
fortunately been lost It failed owing to the inefficiency 
of the valves. These failed to function when the antes- 
thetic stage was reached and the respirations became 
tranquil. I imagine this difficulty does not arise in Prof. 
Reynold’s pattern. 
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Mr. M. Q. Bykrley said that although there was much 
in the paper with which he did not agree, he desired to 
thank Prof. Reynolds very heartily for having brought 
forward the subject of chloroform anaesthesia in the horse. 
Now that veterinary surgeons were no longer always free 
to treat their patients in the way they thought best, but 
were compelled by law to produce general anaesthesia 
before performing certain operations, the number which 
would probably be very much increased in the near fu¬ 
ture, it behoved the profession to examine the position 
and see where they stood. He had never had the mis¬ 
fortune to lose a horse under chloroform, but, knowing 
as he did what the properties of that substance were, he 
thought veterinary surgeons would be wanting in their 
duty if they did not warn their clients that the produc¬ 
tion of chloroform anaesthesia should be regarded as a 
form of poisoning; and, as was the case with all poisons, 
its use could not be free from risk. Prof. Reynolds had 
pointed out that many veterinary surgeons apparently 
believed - that chloroform could be administered with 
little or no danger to the animal, and had expressed the 
opinion that those who held that view had not been in 
the habit of placing their patients in a state of complete 
anaesthesia. Personally, he thought such people could 
not have had experience of what was far more serious, 
namely, that an early effect of chloroform inhalation 
may be sudden stoppage of the heart. At the present 
time the public generally seemed to regard chloroform 
as a perfectly innocent drug, and when fatalities followed 
its use they appeared to think that the operator alone 
was to blame. If they were educated to understand that 
inhaled chloroform was nothing less than a poison it 
would be very much better for the profession. He was 
aware that it was difficult to distinguish between a 
medicine and a poison at times, the latter in small doses 
frequently becoming the former, and vice verm ; but a 
substance which, when taken into the blood, could dele- 
teriously affect health or destroy life should always be 
ranked as a poison. Chloroform, when absorbed into the 
blood from tne lungs, did not in a direct sense confer 
any benefit upon the animal so treated. On the contrary, 
it caused the red blood corpuscles to part with their 
haemoglobin as the stroma of these cells was gradually 
broken up. When chloroform was administered it was 
probably given as being the less of two evils. One used 
a poison which would deleteriously affect the patient, 
but from which he would probably recover, in order that 
he should escape various intensities of bodily pain which 
were also detrimental in different degrees. 

Taylor, in his work on poisons, said that fatal results 
consequent upon the administration of chloroform were 
usually ascribed to fatty or flabby hearts. Assuming 
this to be to some extent the true explanation, it must 
be admitted that fatty and flabby hearts had become ex¬ 
ceedingly common since the use of chloroform had be¬ 
come general. But this theory was not at all necessary 
to account for the fatalities that occurred ; they were 
simply cases of poisoning. Taylor was absolutely right; 
but it was the fashion at the present day, if a faulty 
heart could not be found, to call in the aid of such 
fanciful conditions as Status lymphaticus. That might 
have been all right when surgeons were not obliged to 
give chloroform when operating, but as they were no 
longer free agents, but were bound by what he considered 
humiliating conditions, he saw no reason why the truth 
should not be openly preached. 

Prof. Reynolds had said that the horse was a better 
subject for generai anaesthesia than a human being, 
owing to absence of fear and premonition. He could 
not agree with that view. The horse always had fear, 
and that accounted for the preliminary struggling, 
which did not tend to make the horse a good subject. 
As to the absence of premonition, that worked in more 
ways than one. A horse could not be warned that what 


was going to be done to it was for its own benefit, and 
was therefore only actuated by the instinct of self- 
preservation, which caused it to resist what seemed to it 
to be a source of danger only. Because the operations 
performed on a horse were often not so severe as those 
performed on a mao, it did not seem to him right to 
infer that the horse was a better subject than a man. 
One thing that might tend to make the horse a better 
subject was that its respirations were only half as quick 
as those of a man, and that would lessen the effects of 
chloroform. He could not agree with the author that 
failure of respiration in the later stages of the operation 
was entirely due to the fall in blood pressure. It was 
undoubtedly partly due to that cause, but primarily, he 
thought, to poisoning of the medulla oblongata. No 
part of the cerebro-spinal nervous system was free from 
the poisoning. Chloroform, which was only slightly 
soluble in water, was freely soluble in fats and oils, ana 
when circulating in the blood it had a tendency to leave 
that watery fluid and become concentrated in the fatty 
nervous tissues. As a consequence of that the nerve 
centres were depressed and their activity destroyed. 
For that reason he had very little faith in chemical 
antidotes ; a paralysed nerve centre would not respond 
to them ; and he was of opinion that they should not 
rely on their supposed efficacy. A very important point 
was to try to get the air which was charged with 
chloroform out of the lungs as soon as possible. 

With regard to the administration of chloroform, he 
did not think it was at all essential that expensive 
muzzles should always be employed. He had found 
that an ordinary clean nose-bag, made of cocoa-nut 
fibre, through the interstices of which air could enter, 
was a very suitable receptacle for the sponge containing 
the chloroform. The amount of air entering could be 
regulated by the judicious use of a cloth. While speak¬ 
ing of muzzles, he would like to ask Prof. Reynolds 
whether he had experienced any difficulty with his 
rubber valves. In view of the action of chloroform on 
rubber, he should have thought some trouble would be 
experienced. The lecturer had said that the advice as 
to wringing out the sponge in warm water before pour¬ 
ing on the chloroform was unsound ; but the reasons he 
had given for that view appeared to him astonishing. 
The wringing out of the sponge had been advocated by 
many eminent men, and on numerous occasions it had 
much to recommend it. Where one had a low baro¬ 
metrical pressure, which would lessen the effect of the 
chloroform considerably, the wringing-out of the sponge 
in hot water was frequently advisable. When a sponge 
was properly wrung out there could not be much water 
left in it, but on the other hand it would certainly have 
been heated. While chloroform volatilised slowly at 
ordinary temperatures, its boiling point was 72 ° less 
than water ; and it must be obvious that by treating 
the sponge in the manner indicated the volatilisation of 
the chloroform would be made very much quicker. In 
his experience the chloroform did not run off the 
sponge treated in that way. It was stated in the paper 
that the hobbles should not be removed until some 
time after the operation has been completed. His 
experience was not in accord with that advice, and 
taught him that it was wise to remove the hobbles as 
quickly as possible. For one thing, there was no risk of 
anyone being hit by a hobble thrown forcibly from 
a horse’s foot. It also seemed to him that to permit a 
horse recovering from chloroform to struggle violently 
because he felt himself restrained was to increase very 
much the possibility of a relapse. Besides, when the 
limbs were bound down, the movements of the chest 
were hampered. If the hobbles were removed earlier 
there was no need to let a horse get on his feet before 
he was able to support himself, and that could easily be 
managed by keeping a man at his neck ; but when he 
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was allowed to get up it was always a good plan to let 
him be supported at the shoulders, and at the tail too if 
necessary. The suggestion put forward at the end of 
the paper seemed to him an amazing one. Prof. Rey¬ 
nolds there said, in effect, that inexperience was a 
deadly sin, and that a client would be justified in bring¬ 
ing an action against an inexperienced veterinary sur¬ 
geon who had the misfortune to have a fatality after 
UBing chloroform. All veterinary surgeons, not exclud¬ 
ing the learned professor, had been inexperienced at 
some time in their careers. What has to happen while 
they were acquiring a ripe knowledge of the subject? 
His view was that if a veterinary surgeon carried out 
his work to the best of his skill and ability he was not 
liable for anything that might happen, however in¬ 
experienced he might be. 

Mr. A. L. Wilson thought there was a good deal of 
unnecessary fear about the administration of chloro¬ 
form. He had had four and a-half years hospital 
experience, and during that time the deaths from chloro¬ 
form anaesthesia were less than one per thousand. The 
operations were often performed on the spur of the 
moment, and without any preparations being made. In 
the majority of cases the dressers gave the chloroform. 
He used to send a horse to the theatre and say to the 
dressers: “ Cast this animal and give chloroform ” and 
then he would come along later and perform the opera¬ 
tion, afterwards leaving it to the dressers to bring the 
animal round. He thought that showed there was not 
anything like the risk some people anticipated. 

Mr. Samson thanked Prof. Reynolds for his paper, 
from which he had learned a great deal. He thought 
the practice of tying up one fore leg before casting, which 
had Deen recommended by one of the speakers, was a 
very good one ; it had the advantage that one could get 
the horse down which side one liked. It was sometimes 
very awkward to perform an operation requiring chloro¬ 
form without expert assistance, and associations such as 
the Central Veterinary Society would be doing good 
work if they brought the members more closely together, 
so that when one was doing a difficult operation one 
could count on obtaining the assistance of a neighbouring 
practitioner. 

Mr. Samson also described several cases where he had 
administered chloroform to dogs, and the difficulties he 
had encountered in so doing. 

He would like to ask the lecturer whether he had ever 
used, or could give any information about. Indian hemp. 
Only that morning he had used it on a horse, together 
with an injection of one dram of morphia, and the ani¬ 
mal stood with only one man holding him while he fired 
both its hocks. He gave the hemp about j hour before 
operating and the horse was very quiet. On one occas¬ 
ion, however, he had administered the drug to a carriage 
horse which w*s very difficult to clip, and it was three 
davs before the animal recovered. Since then he had 
halved the dose. He thought Indian hemp was an ex¬ 
cellent thing to use. 

Capt. R. Bryden congratulated Prof. Reynolds on his 
very able paper. The lecturer had recommended giving 
a dose of from 1$ to 2 ounces of chloroform to commence 
with. In France they used to gauge the dose roughly, 
and usually gave a mule an ounce to start with, Tight 
draft and cavalry horses l£ ounces and heavy draft 2 
ounces—and frequently added to them. When he came 
to England he was attached to a Remount Depot, and 
while there gave a dose of lj ounces and nearly killed 
the animal. There was a considerable risk in giving too 
large an initial dose; one had to be careful to start 
with. 

Mr. W. N. Thompson thanked Prof. Reynolds for his 
paper. The discussion had brought out many tips on 
the question of inducing chloroform anaesthesia in the 
horse. He had had a fairly large experience of admini¬ 


stering chloroform, and he agreed with Mr. Byerley that 
it was not so much a question of the muzzle as of the 
amount of dilution with air. He generally gave cart 
horses an initial dose of two ounces. Prof. Reynolds 
using his muzzle, gave much less—about six drams. 
That meant a great saving in chloroform. He had used 
a canvas nose bag, the Cox’s, and the CarleBS muzzle, 
and was at present using Nelder’s muzzle, with which a 
fair amount of dilution was obtained. If a horse was 
given two ounces the operation could be commenced after 
ten minutes. He very seldom required to produce pro¬ 
found anaesthesia, as the majority of the operations he 
performed were of a minor character. They rarely lasted 
more than half an hour, and it was seldom necessary to 
add to the first dose of chloroform. He could not agree 
with Mr. Byerley as to drugs ; he had seen prussic acid 
used very successfully witn a horse that had stopped 
breathing. He agreed that it was wise to remove the 
hobbles at an early stage, because when a horse began to 
use his legs he began to use his muscles of respiration. 
He did not like the use of chloroform in cases of scirrhous 
cord; there was far too much haemorrhage. In such 
cases he thought a local anesthetic was preferable. 

Maj. G W. Dunkin wished to join with the previous 
speakers in thanking Prof. Reynolds for his excellent 
paper, which was evidently worthy of a good discussion. 
If, as had been suggested by some speakers, there were 
several fallacies in the paper, he suggested that that en¬ 
hanced its value, because a better discussion resulted, 
and people like himself, who had the misfortune not to 
know much about the subject, learned a very great deal. 
He agreed with Mr. Byerley that veterinary surgeons 
would be guilty of great negligence if they failed to warn 
their clients, before undertaking an operation under 
chloroform anesthesia, that there was a danger attached 
to the administration of the drug. He would like to ask 
Capt. Bryden, who had stated that he had nearly killed 
a horse by giving it an initial dose of lj ounces, whether 
he now, in view of that experience, considered 1 i ounces 
too large a dose. 

The Chairman said that during the last few years he 
had had the opportunity of observing the inducement of 
chloroform anaesthesia in between three and four thou¬ 
sand horses, and whereas in some cases an animal had 
been killed by a dose of i to 1 ounce of chloroform, 
in other cases it had taken from 4 to 8 ounces to 
get an animal under. At the present time he was 
unable to say what was the correct dose, and in all cases 
where chloroform anaesthesia was induced under his 
direction he always gave a small dose—| to 1 ounce— 
to start with, adding to it later when necessary. 

Reply. 

Prof. Reynolds thanked the members for the way in 
which they had received his paper. He was particularly 
grateful to those gentlemen who had criticised it, and 
especially Mr. Byerley for his criticisms ; he was sure 
that if a paper was to be of any use to the Society 
criticism should be passed upon it. There were several 
points which he had expected would be more severely 
criticised than had been the case. Prof. Wooldridge, in 
opening the discussion, had referred to the use of 
chemical antidotes, saying that he specially favoured 
prussic acid. The subject had also been referred to by 
other speakers. Personally, he agreed with Mr. Byerley ; 
he did not believe in them very much ; he thought arti¬ 
ficial respiration was much more likely to be beneficial, 
and is really the only thing that is of much service. He 
did not condemn the use of prussic acid in his paper; 
if people had claimed to use it with benefit it was only 
natural they should wish to continue to do so ; but there 
was no getting away from the fact that its depressant 
action upon respiration was just as great, if not greater, 
than its primary stimulation action, which was, more- 
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oyer, of very short duration. Although it might suffice 
to make the animal give a gasp, it was very doubtful 
whether the duration of its stimulation was long enough 
to be of any real benefit in establishing respiration. 

Prof. Wooldridge had, he thought, somewhat mis¬ 
understood what was said in the paper as to the cause of 
death ; possibly that was due to the fact that he (Prof. 
Wooldridge) spoke under the disadvantage of not having 
seen the paper in print before he made his remarks. He 
did not say in the paper that the chief cause of death 
was sudden inhibition of the heart; he only referred to 
that as one of the possible results of the administration 
of chloroform, and said it occurred during the first 
minute or two, and that there was always a risk of the 
animal dying from this primary inhibition of the heart. 
Prof. Wooldridge mentioned later that he thought death 
was due to failure of respiration, and with that opinion 
he of course agreed ; he had put forward that view in 
his paper. While dealing with that subject he would 
refer to what Mr. Byerley had said about it. In the 
paper he said that failure of respiration in the later 
stages occurred along with, and was consequent udod, a 
marked fall in blood pressure owing to paralysis of vital 
centres in the medulla resulting from over-dosage. Mr. 
Byerley said that failure of respiration was due to para¬ 
lysis of the respiratory centre in the brain. [Mr. 
Byerley : Partly.] That was also his opinion, and he had 
tried to convey that impression in his paper. He 
thought it was a recognised fact that a marked fall in 
blood pressure was largely responsible in bringing about 
a stoppage of respiration. He was not a physiologist 
himself, but he accepted the conclusions of those who 
had worked on the subject. Prof. Wooldridge next 
dealt with the so-called relapse into deeper anaesthesia 
after the muzzle had been removed. To ascertain the 
actual cause of this particular condition was work for a 
physiologist; and it would be somewhat difficult to 
study the condition because it was not one which could 
be produced at will. In his experience, as he had stated 
in the paper, such cases only occurred where the animal’s 
head had been closely wrapped in a rug, and it was for 
that reason he connected the two. Prof. Wooldridge’s 
explanation of the phenomenon, with which Mr. Perry¬ 
man and several other speakers agreed, was that there 
had been a gradual accumulation of chloroform vapour 
in the broncni, and that when the muzzle was removed 
and the animal breathed more freely a large dose of this 
secreted chloroform became absorbed and the animal 
became anaesthetised ag&in. Personally, he could not 
conceive that chloroform would be stored up in the 
lungs in the manner suggested. In the majority of 
cases where an animal had its head wrapped up no 
chloroform would be given for some time—ten minutes 
or quarter of an hour before the removal of the muzzle ; 
during this time, although the breathing might be slow, 
it would be continuous, and as a result there must be a 
mixing up of the gases in the bronchi. When the 
muzzle was removed and the animal breathed more 
quickly, not only would it breathe more chloroform iD, 
but it would also breathe more chloroform out—that 
was, supposing it was actually stored up in the lungs. 
Another point against Prof. Wooldridge’s theory was 
that the symptoms shown during the supposed deeper 
anaesthesia were not those generally seen with ordinary 
chloroform anaesthesia. The breathing was of a peculiar 
kind, very slow and very shallow, and it frequently 
stopped, sometimes for a considerable time, and then 
started again. The opinion he expressed in the paper 
was really put forward rather as a suggestion than as an 
explanation, but it was a suggestion which appeared to 
fit in with the facts, so far as he had observed them. 

With regard to giving chloroform to an animal stand¬ 
ing, Prof. Wooldridge had referred to a method adopted 
by Mr. Male at Beading, and Mr. Sheather had referred 


to a similar method, in which little space was required. 
He did not mean to suggest in his paper that he disa¬ 
greed with the giving ofchloroform standing. He bad 
not had much experience of that method. One of the 
arguments in its favour was that there was less liability 
to accident because accidents caused by casting were 
avoided. In his opinion, if ordinary precautions were 
taken there was very little risk in casting. He had seen 
several thousands of animals cast during the war, and 
there had been only one accident, fracture of a metatarsal 
bone. In certain circumstances it was very helpful to 
give chloroform standing ; only last week he had a case 
of a mare which it would have been impossible to hobble, 
and she had been chloroformed standing and had gone 
down very well within a very small space. The chief ob¬ 
jection he had to the method was that the administration 
of chloroform could not be controlled in the way it 
should be. 

Captain Whitemore had said that in France they had 
used Cox’s muzzle and wrapped up the head, and that 
that had proved satisfactory. That was a method often 
adopted, but he could only repeat what he had said in 
the paper, that under such conditions the administration 
of chloroform could not be controlled as it ought to be, 
and there was also the danger of causing partial asphyxia. 
Capt. Whitemore had also mentioned catarrh, which 
frequently followed the administration of chloroform. 
Personally he had not encountered cases, as Capt. White- 
more seemed to have done, where the catarrh was very 
persistent and did not quickly subside. He considered 
it was due to irritation of the mucous membrane caused 
by the chloroform vapour. What was true with pneu¬ 
monia was probably also true with catarrh—that in ani¬ 
mals whose respiratory passages already harboured the 
causal organisms of those conditions, the administration 
of chloroform would tend to make the infection greater. 
Capt. Whitmore had asked what he (the speaker) con¬ 
sidered to be an operation of short duration. He thought 
one that occupied from half to three quarters of an hour. 
That was a short time compared with operations on 
human beings, which frequently took from two to four 
hours. 

It was evident from Mr. Davis’s reference to the neces¬ 
sity for expert assistance that he had misunderstood his 
remark. He had not said that the afsistance of an 
expert anaesthetist was necessary. Although expert 
assistance was a great help in a long serious operation, 
it was not necessary in the great majority of their oper¬ 
ations if veterinary surgeons were themselves proficient 
in everything appertaining to the administration of 
chloroform. 

He did not agree with Capt Rees-Hogg’s remarks on 
the administration of chloroform for the operation for 
roaring. If the horse had been well anaesthetised the 
operation could be performed sufficiently expeditiously 
as to render the incision of, and'the insertion of a chloro¬ 
form inhalation tube into, the trachea unnecessary. His 
experience was that the less the larynx or the trachea 
were cut the better chance there was of the operation 
being successful. 

He agreed with Mr. Byerley that in giving chloroform 
one was really administering a poison ; its effects on the 
tissues of the body indicated that was the case. He had 
been told that the public preferred their animals chloro¬ 
formed for operations. He agreed, however, that the 
public should be educated to appreciate the risk of its 
administration, and should not be taught as they were 
at present that there was no real risk. 

In ascribing absence of fear and premonition as one 
of the reasons why the horse was a better subject than 
man for chloroform administration he had meant that 
to refer to the condition of the animal prior to the ad¬ 
ministration. It had no knowledge of what had hap¬ 
pened to other horses under an anaesthetic, nor did it ap- 
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preci&te what might happen to itself; and it did not 
even understand that it was going to be operated uporf. 
He had said that when the animal first began to innale 
the chloroform vapour and found itself under restraint 
it did experience profound fear, as could be seen from 
the expression on its face. Again, when he spoke of 
operations performed on man as being generally more 
severe than those performed on horses, he had used the 
word severe chiefly in reference to the duration of the 
operation and the tissues operated upon. He had in 
mind principally abdominal operations. 

He agreed with Mr. Byerley that a muzzle was not ab¬ 
solutely necessary, but it was a great advantage to have 
some means whereby chloroform could easily be ad¬ 
ministered ; and that could not be done except by the 
use of a muzzle. By using a muzzle the administration 
of chloroform was rendered less difficult for a veterinary 
surgeon without qualified help. The administration 
could be controlled so much more easily. The main ob¬ 
ject of a muzzle was to direct the current of inspired air 
through the sponge on which the chloroform had been 
poured. If tne sponge was put in a bag made of cocoa- 
nut fibre, as Mr. Byerley had mentioned, all the air did 
not pass through tne sponge, and it was difficult to know 
how much chloroform an animal was taking up ; also the 
animal was breathing out through the cocoanut-fibre bag 
and blowing some of the chloroform away. He did not 
agree with the practice of wringing out the sponge in hot 
water, as he had already stated in the paper. In the 
first place, although the water might be at boiling tem¬ 
perature, the sponge when it expanded after being 
squeezed dry took into its interstices a quantity of cool 
air which reduced its heat considerably; secondly, when 
the chloroform was poured on to the Bponge there was a 
great reduction in temperature owing to the rapid 
evaporation, and when the horse had breathed through 
it once or twice the sponge was colder than normal. 
Further there was bound to be some water left on the 
sponge no matter how small an amount it might be, and 
this would interfere with the easy distribution of the 
chloroform and would tend to cause it to run off and to 
prevent it volatilising. Morever, if this increased evapo¬ 
ration which was claimed did occur it would be dunng 
the first one or two respirations only, just at a time 
when large quantities of chloroform vapour should not 
be inhaled. 

As to the early removal of hobbles, he agreed with Mr. 
Byerley that a certain amount of movement by an ani¬ 
mal would help its respiration and assist in the elimina¬ 
tion of the chloroform, but he advocated keeping the 
hobbles on for a short time because horses sometimes 
struggled on to their legs before they were able to steady 
themselves, and then blundered forward and fell down 
and perhaps injured themselves. He had a case of that 
kind recently, which might have been avoided if the hob¬ 
bles had been kept on a little longer. 

Mr. Byerley took great exception to the concluding 
sentences of the paper, but personally he did not feel in¬ 
clined to withdraw what he had said ; he still thought 
that no veterinary surgeon should be inexperienced in 
the administration of cnloroform, and that if he was in¬ 
experienced it was his own fault. He did not think that 
a veterinary surgeon, if he were inexperienced, would be 
justified in subjecting his clients’ horses to the risk ; and 
he maintained if it were proved in a Court of Law that 
he was inexperienced, and had not the ability to admini¬ 
ster chloroform he would be held responsible for anything 
that occurred. 

Mr. Byerley, interposing, pointed out that when a 
veterinary surgeon was granted his diploma he was Baid 
to be competent to practise the art ana science of veteri¬ 
nary surgery, but he certainly was not experienced. Ex¬ 
perience was only gained by time, and whilst he was 


gaining that experience he ought not to be bombarded 
with actions. 

Prof. Reynolds said it was a matter of degree. He 
would not say that a veterinary surgeon on being granted 
his diploma was inexperienced. He had no wish to libel 
his profession, but he thought he was right in believing 
that there were veterinary surgeons who had not studied 
the use of chloroform as they ought, and who were cul¬ 
pably ignorant of its administration. 

The President thought both Mr. Byerley and Prof. 
Reynolds were looking at the same matter from different 
aspects. 

Mr. Byerley said that as long as a veterinary surgeon 
carried out his duties to the best of his ability, no 
action should lie against him on the ground of inex¬ 
perience. 

Prof. Reynolds said he appreciated Mr. Byerley’s 
point. Mr. Wilson had stated that in the veterinary 
hospital with which he had been connected chloroform 
had been given to thousands of horses by unqualified, 
though not inexperienced men, and that the death rate 
was only one per thousand. Even that percentage 
should be reduced if it was possible to do so ; the death 
rate of the horses with which he himself had had to deal 
was considerably less than one per thousand. Some of 
the Fellows had said during the discussion that the risks 
from chloroform administration were small, others had 
said exactly the opposite. Doses mentioned by some as 
being safe nad been said by others to give rise to anxiety. 
It was this very definite variation in results that made 
him think the usual methods of administration were 
faulty. By these methods it was possible under certain 
circumstances for an animal to obtain from a dose of the 
drug commonly administered, a too highly concentrated 
vapour. The amount of chloroform vapour that it was 
possible for an animal to inspire was not under suffici¬ 
ently definite control. 

With regard to the muzzle he had exhibited, as Prof. 
Wooldridge had pointed out the idea it embodied was 
not new in principle, it was only the application of the 
principle that was new. Mr. Sheather nad forwarded a 
muzzle made forty years ago which was somewhat 
similar to the one he had exhibited. The one he had 
shown, however, was evolved without any knowledge of 
a similar type existing. The valves in Mr. Sheather’s 
muzzle were made of leather and metal, and he under¬ 
stood they failed to work properly. The rubber valves he 
himself used made all the difference, because with leather 
valves a spring had to be used, and the spring bad to 
work very easily so that when the animal was breathing 
very lightly the valve would work. If the spring was 
weak enough to allow that, it would not be efficient in 
other ways, and would Boon wear out He had had 
no trouble through the action of the chloroform on 
the rubber valves, as suggested by Mr. Byerley, because 
he had taken means to avoid it. A piece of gauze 
prevented the chloroform sponge from coming within 
i in. of the rubber valve. The occasional shortage of 
chloroform in the veterinary hospitals had suggested in 

C art the mechanism of the muzzle. By preventing re- 
reathing through the sponge no chloroform was driven 
off. Theoretically the consumption of chloroform 
should be halved, but it did not work out at this 
in practice. The ease and rapidity with which the drug 
could be completely withdrawn, especially for short 
intervals during struggling and breath holding in the 
earlier stages of its administration, was, he thought, one 
great point in its favour. 

Mr. Samson had asked if he had any personal experi¬ 
ence of Indian hemp. He had never used it for opera¬ 
tions, but he would consider the length of time an 
animal remained under its influence a great drawback 
in many instances. The law did not yet sanction the 




June 26,1920 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


607 


use of Indian hemp as a general anaesthetic, therefore it 
could not be substituted for chloroform for operations 
requiring the use of a general anaesthetic. 


Owing to the lateness of the hour,-the paper by Major 
fr. W. Donkin, entitled “ Notes on the comparative 
frequency of Equine diseases as met with in a Veteri¬ 
nary Hospital in Egypt” was postponed to the next 
meeting, the President remarking that it would be 
impossible to do justice to so important a paper in the 
time available. 

Alteration of hour of meeting. The President said 
the Council had had various suggestions with regard to 
altering the time of meeting, one of which, for which he 
was responsible, being that the meetings should be held 
a little earlier, so that they could last a longer time. At 
present there was not time for all the matters which they 
wanted to deal with ; they had had an example of that 
that evening, and frequently what might have been an 
interesting Agenda had to be hurried through. The fact 
that they met once a month was no reason why what 
might otherwise be a good Agenda should be spoilt. The 
suggestion had been made that they should start at 6 p.m. 
or 6.30 p.m., and carry on until 9 p.m., and he woula be 
glad to know how the members regarded that pro¬ 
posal. 

Mr. McIntosh supported the idea with much pleasure. 
It had been quite evident to those who attended the 
meetings regularly that the time had not been sufficient 
to finish properly what had often been an important 
evening. Many of the Fellows came from outside the 
London area and it was not convenient for them to get 
a train back unless the meetings were over by about 9 
o’clock. It might be a little inconvenient for a few of 
the members to arrive at 6 p.m., but he thought most of 
them, by a little effort could manage it. He therefore 
had much pleasure in moving : “ That the recommend¬ 
ation of the Council to change the hour of meeting to 6 
p.m. be agreed to.” 

Mr. W. S. King seconded the motion, which was then 
put by the President and carried nem. con . 

Peace Medals. 

The President said those present at the last meeting 
would remember that a diagram of the proposed Peace 
Medal was handed round, ana also the suggested word¬ 
ing, which had been agreed to. Since then the suggest¬ 
ion had been made that at the top, where originally there 
was a space, the years 1914-1918 should be inserted, as 
marking the duration of the war the victory in which 
the medal commemorated. The idea appeared to him a 
good one, and he would like the opinion of the meeting 
on the point. 

Prof. Reynolds thought he was one of those who sug¬ 
gested the addition of the dates referred to, and he con¬ 
sidered the idea a good one. He believed the Central 
Veterinary Society would exist for a very long time to 
come, and it might be that a generation would arise 
which would forget that there had ever been such a war 
as that which had just been concluded ! He therefore 
proposed that the dates 1914-1918 be added to the in¬ 
scription, as suggested by the President. 

Mr. Samson seconded the motion, which was agreed 
to. 

Mr. Byerley proposed a very cordial vote of thanks 
to Prof. Reynolds for the excellent contribution he had 
made to the proceedings of the Society, and also for the 
very patient and complete way in which he had dealt 
with the criticisms which had been passed upon his 
paper. He was sure all the members felt very much 
inaebted to him for the trouble he had taken ; he had 
not spared himself in any way. He had very much 
pleasure in proposing a very hearty vote of thanks to 
the Professor for all he had done in the matter. 


Mr. McIntosh wished to associate himself with the 
vote of thanks which Mr. Byerley had proposed. 
Although he had not taken part in the discussion he had 
appreciated the paper very much, and if he might make 
one comment on the latter part of it, about which there 
seemed to be some difference of opinion, he thought 
Mr. Byerley was auite correct; once a man became a 
veterinary surgeon he was qualified to administer chloro¬ 
form, ana no action in law could be brought against 
him on that ground ; on the other hand, he quite saw 
Prof. Reynolds’ point; if a veterinary surgeon failed to 
exercise proper care, or if he neglect to do those things 
which he ought to do, he left himself open to b’ame 
and an action might succeed. They were both right! 

The vote of thanks was carried by acclamation. 

Prof. Reynolds briefly responded, and the meeting 
terminated. 

Hugh A. MacCormack, Hod. Sec. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 

In the House of Commons, Friday, June 11th. 
Veterinary Surgeons Aot ( 1881 ) Amendment Bill. 

(See ante p. 595). 

Speeches in support. 

Sir Philip Magnus: I desire to support the third read¬ 
ing of this Bill. I think it will be generally admitted 
that the Debate, has been of considerable interest and 
will go a long way to increase the interest all over the 
country in the possibilities of veterinary science. I look 
upon this measure as only a step in the direction of the 
objects which we all have in view. No one can have 
listened to the interesting speech of my hon. and gallant 
Friend the Member for Lanarkshire (Capt. Elliot) with¬ 
out recognising the great potentialities that there are in 
veterinary science in connection with the future well¬ 
being of this country. I sincerely trust that the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, having obtained the ad¬ 
ditional powers which will be conferred upon them by 
this Bill, will not be altogether satisfied with that, but 
will come to this House before very long and ask for 
more. It is a matter of the highest importance that 
those who are called “ unqualified I think “ unregis¬ 
tered ” would be a better term, for we should be sorry to 
entrust the life or the treatment of even a small animal 
to the hands of a person who is wholly unqualified—I 
venture to hope that one effect of this Bill will be to in¬ 
duce the Veterinary College to endeavour to raise the 
standard of education of those who are at present regard¬ 
ed as unregistered or unqualified practitioners. It may 
not be possible to require that the ordinary practitioner 
who is called in on a farm to look after the health of 
some particular animal, shall be as fully qualified as those 
who will themselves veterinary surgeons under this Bill, 
but it seems to me that there might be some intermediate 
I stage, from which those who are at present unregistered 
ana unqualified, and particularly the younger men who 
enter the profession, might be able to raise themselves by 
further instruction at a university or some other place of 
higher education, until they eventually obtain the mem¬ 
bership of the Royal College itself. I hope that that 
will be one of the effects ef this Bill. The hon. and 
learned Member for East Qrinstead (Mr. Cautley) gave 
us a very interesting account of the constitution of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, with which I was 
not altogether familiar. He pointed out that its main 
function is, as is here stated, to conduct examinations. 
I see that it also conducts prosecutions and inquiries. I 
should like to point out that, in the very first Clause of 
the Preamble of this Bill, there are indications of a 
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worthy ambition on the part of the College, which we 
hope will be gradually fulfilledi It goes on to say : 

“ and generally to carry out such other objects or dutie 8 
as may be considered beneficial to the veterinary profes¬ 
sion and necessary for the promotion of the art and 
science of veterinary medicine and surgery.” 

That being, as I take it, the mam object of the existence 
of this College, we may hope it will do all that it possibly 
can to promote the education of all those persons who 
are at present unregistered, and are called unqualified 
and to help them to become capable of becoming ordinary 
members of the College. An non. Member has said that 
the University of Leeds grants a degree in veterinary 
science which is accented by the Veterinary College of 
Surgeons, and enables them to register a man as 
thoroughly qualified. He spoke of the College giving 
a degree. The College does not give a degree. 
All it does is to license a man to practise as a registered 
practitioner on the results of the education he has re¬ 
ceived at one of the other colleges, or one of these uni¬ 
versities. The subject of veterinary surgery is becoming 
more and more important every day. Science is helping 
it very much. Indeed, I look forward to a great future 
for this College of Veterinary Surgeons in the endeavour 
to raise, as far as we possibly can, the standard of edu¬ 
cation of all those persons who are in any way connected 
with it, either as registered or unregistered surgeons. 
The College does not ask for any subsidy or grant, and 
with the limited means at its disposal, at the utmost 
some £3,000 or £4,000 a year, it will be unable in the 
near future to do all the good work which possibly lies 
before it, and I should be one of the first, when I seethe 
College entering upon this new departure, to which I look 
forward, to render any assistance I possibly can to enable 
it to obtain even larger grants. 

Mr. Caatley: The interesting speech of the hon. and 
gallant Member for Lanarkshire (Capt. Elliot) will have 
shown the House what a great field there is for the 
employment and extension of veterinary knowledge. 
This Bill is brought in by the Royal College of Veter¬ 
inary Surgeons for the mam purpose of providing funds 
for the extension of veterinary knowledge and practice. 
I propose to explain to the House what is the constitu¬ 
tion of the college, how it acts, and what work it does, 
because the speech made by the hon. Member for 
Oldham (Mr. Denniss) is entirely misleading and in¬ 
accurate. The Royal College depends upon a charter 
and upon Acts of Parliament, and it comprises all the 
graduates of five veterinary colleges, namely, the Royal 
Veterinary College, London, situated at Camden Town, 
the Royal Veterinary College at Edinburgh, the Qlas 
gow Veterinary College, the Veterinary School at Liver¬ 
pool University, and the Royal Veterinary College of 
Ireland, at Dublin. It is quite true that the Royal 
College itself is not a teaching school. It is an exam¬ 
ining body. It is the sole body entrusted with the 
regulation of veterinary education within the United 
Kingdom. It prescribes the standard of ordinary edu¬ 
cation for its members ; it fixes the curriculum for some 
four years at least for all its members : and it conducts 
the examinations for the degree of the College which 
confers the title of “ veterinary surgeon.” With regard 
to the two first, they are common to the Royal Colleges 
of Physicians and of Surgeons in the spheres of medi¬ 
cine and surgery. The Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons has the further advantage—it is an advantage 
not only to themselves but also to the public—that it 
is the sole examining body, and can ensure the general 
elevation of the standard that is necessary for its 
members before they can take a degree. It is entirely 
inaccurate and misleading to say that the other educa¬ 
tional bodies are not recognised. At least, three of these 
constituent bodies give degrees for veterinary science, 


but along with their own course the student pursues a 
course prescribed by the R.C.V.S. He goes through the 
two examinations, and he gets the scientific degree of 
his own college or university and the degree from the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons which qualifies 
him for practice as a veterinary surgeon in the country. 
I believe the hon. Member for Oldham is entirely mis¬ 
informed as to the position of the Leeds University. I 
gather that what he told us he obtained from an article 
in the ' Time 3 this morning. Leeds University has an 
agricultural course extending over five years, and the 
science of veterinary surgery is taken as part of that 
course. There is no particular degree for veterinary 
science. Leeds University have never complained of 
any action on the part of the Royal College. 

The Bill was brought in before the war on four 
different occasions, and failed to get through because of 
want of time. It is not due to any fault on the part of 
the promoters that Parliament has not enabled them to 
get the necessary funds long ago. It is quite true that 
some effort is now being made by Government, by train¬ 
ing men who have come back from the war for the 
veterinary profession. They have giyen maintenance 
grants to some 300 or 400 men who are now taking the 
veterinary course with a view to becoming members of 
the College. This Bill is designed mainly to get funds 
from the registered members of the College itself, and 
does not ask for public assistance, although in my 
opinion, public funds might well be used for the 
advancement of veterinary science. 

This Bill does not deal in any way with the unregis¬ 
tered practitioner. It has nothing to do with him. It 
is 8till open to any practitioner to carry out any opera¬ 
tion he likes and to give any drugs he pleases to any 
animal, and this Royal College has no means of pre¬ 
venting it so long as he does not contravene the law 
relating to cruelty to animals. He may practise, in 
fact, on any animal to his heart's content, whether he be 
registered or unregistered The only power the College 
has is that the man who carries on such practice or per¬ 
forms such operations shall not hold himself out to the 
public, or be held out as a duly-qualified veterinary 
surgeon, and that, I submit, is necessary in the interests 
of veterinary surgeons themselves, and doubly so in the 
interests of the public. I ask the House to give this 
beneficent measure a Third Reading in the interests, 
not only of veterinary surgeons and veterinary science, 
but of the public generally. 

Sir A. Boseawen : Perhaps I ought to explain to the 
House, as I explained to the Committee, what the atti¬ 
tude of the Government is to this Bill. It is not a 
Government Bill, but a private Member's Bill. At the 
same time, not only have we no objection to it, but we 
very mnch hope it will pass into law. It is a matter of 
really great importance from the agricultural standpoint, 
that the status of the Royal College should be improved, 
that it should have greater power to carry out examina¬ 
tions, to enforce discipline, and generally to raise the 
status of the veterinary profession. It does not cc me 
here in forma pauperis asking for a Government grants 
it only cornea with the practicable proposal of taxing it¬ 
self. It seems to me this is a Bill in all respects desir¬ 
able and one therefore which should have the support of 
the Government in general and the Minister of Agricul¬ 
ture in particular. I was very much interested in the 
very able speech of the hon. and gallant Gentleman 
(Capt. Elliot). With its general object I entirely agree. 
It is a matter of the greatest importance that we should 
raise the status of veterinary science and that we should 
not only have more qualified practitioners, but that by 
the application of research we should raise the general 
level of knowledge. I have often said, not speaking 
specially on this subject but speaking about agriculture 
and its future generally, that whatever legislative mens- 
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* No less interesting were some opinions expressed in 
the debate on the Bui in the Honse of Commons as re¬ 
corded in your columns of June 12th. Mr. Bartley 
Denniss said that “ the Royal Veterinary College looked 
with disfavour on the granting of degrees in veterinary 
science by many well-qualified bodies”; and that “in 
the larger universities veterinary students would have 
the advantage of mixing with men of other classes than 
they would meet at Camden Town ” ; and to this may I 
add that many young men in the larger universities 
would find an attraction to this field of work if the 
standards both of general and special training were 
raised? Capt. Elliot said well that “ from animal 
pathology, which was practically an unexplored field, 
much niight be learned that would be of value in human 
pathology ; . . . ” and that “ diseases of sheep caused a 
loss of £500,000 annually in Scotland alone . . . and 
the loss of life among young stock was very great.” Maj. 
Molson urged “the necessity of encouraging biological 
research on larger lines ” ; and that hundreds of thous¬ 
ands of pounds could be saved yearly if certain diseases 
of swine were “thoroughly investigated.” Can anything 
be more barbarous that the present methods of dealing 
with swine fever and foot-and-mouth disease—tempor¬ 
arily necessary as they may be? Let me emphasize 
Maf. Molson’s words “ on larger lines ” ; this is the secret. 
Other speakers urged like arguments, and pointed out 
the great value of our herds and the need of a far wider 
and larger pathological study. 

You may remember, Sir, that more than once—the 
first time, 1 think, on June 5tb, 1906, aod the last a few 
weeks ago, you have permitted me earnestly to plead in 
your columns for a similar but still larger research. In 
an address delivered in Glasgow in 1881 I advocated the 
establishment of the study of comparative pathology ; 
and the year before in an address in this University Sir 
James Paget argued that, on account of its complexity, 
the Btudy of pathology in man was peculiarly difficult, 
and only to be compassed by a simultaneous investigat¬ 
ion of disease in lower animals and plants—an argument 
which he illustrated with great felicity from a careful 
survey of diseases of plants. 

May I then, at the risk of tediousness, repeat my as¬ 
sertion that in comparative pathology we are still in the 
Ptolemaic stage — anthropocentric, cow-centric, swine¬ 
centric, turnip-centric, and so on : each school gyrating 
in its own little circle,, uncoordinated with the rest? 
Thus there are no mutual illuminations, no crosslights 
from one department to another, no bteadth of outlook. 
What is needed is a “General Staff” of comparative pa¬ 
thology. Again I ask where now anatomy would have 
been without comparative anatomy ; where history, law, 
philology, even religion, without the comparative 
method? We are awaiting our Copernicus. 

In Cambridge we are feeling this need badly ; but we 
have been and are without the means of providing the 
remedy on an adequate scale. To establish an Institute 
of Comparative Pathology—and this is at present the 
chief need of all medicine—as much as £250,000 may be 
needed ; a large sum, it is true, but a trifle compared 
with the estimates of devastation enumerated in the 
House of Commons debate and elsewhere. For a few 
years past two of my brother professors, out of their own 
personal resources, have maintained the “ Field Labora¬ 
tories,” recently taken over by the University, in which 
some invaluable work has been done, especially in the 
subject of tubercniosis and of protective serums and vac¬ 
cines. Seeing then the great interests at stake, surely 
the capital sum suggested should be raised without much 
difficulty among the breeders of horses, cattle, and other 
stock (pigs, poultry, etc.), farmers, and gardeners. 

For such an institute a director would be sought, a 
man of energy, of large views, and a master of method. 
At least three professors also—of veterinary science and 


practice, of economic entomology, and of diseases of 
plants; with a chief assistant or reader in each of these 
sub-sections, and with the necessary servants. First we 
want the men, then come their buildings—laboratories, 
byres, kennels, trial plots, etc. I am permitted to say 
that our Professor of Agriculture and his department are 
earnestly desirous of the co-operation of such a school. 
At one of us remarked, “ There is a discovery to be made 
every day before lunch.” 

My last letter to The Times brought me some letters of 
great interest from scientific men, especially from a few 
veterinarians who were hungering for some enlargement 
of their science, new resources of practice, and more 
liberally educated colleagues, and who perceive that the 
method and conceptions of comparative pathology are 
essential to the future, not only of their own calling but 
also of medicine in its larger sense, but no proposals to¬ 
wards making the department. It has been saidlthat in 
these appeals Cambridge is seeking to undermine the 
Royal Veterinary College, and in this belief our efforts 
have been at times thwarted by semi-official interference. 
Nothing could be further from the truth ; we should no 
more undermine the college than we have undermined 
St. Bartholomew’s Hospital or any other great school of 
medicine: on the contrary, we should feed the college 
with a stream of men of larger education and more adept 
in scientific methods*. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Clifford Allbutt. 

St. Radegund’s, Cambridge, June 12. 


The Position of Veterinary Science. 

The Veterinary Surgeons Act (1881) Amendment Bill 
is set down for the Report stage to-day. Its simple pur¬ 
pose is to provide further funds for the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, by imposing a poll-tax of one 
guinea per annum on each of the members of that in¬ 
stitution, with certain obvious exceptions. The chief 
source of opposition to the Bill has been dammed by re¬ 
luctant consent on the part of the College to recognize 
existing practitioners who are not members. There is 
no objection in principle to those who enjoy a monopoly 
taxing themselves for the purposes of their union. But 
there are many facts which make us regret that the pro¬ 
posal to amend the Veterinary Surgeons Act was not 
made the occasion of a wider inquiry into the existing 
status of veterinary science in this country. The Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons is not a teaching, but an 
examining body. It recognises only the courses of Cam¬ 
den Town, Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Dublin. The De¬ 
partmental Committee on the Public Veterinary Service 
m 1913 called attention to the need for better-trained 
veterinarians to take up important posts in this country 
and in the Colonies ana Protectorates. The University 
of Leeds immediately developed a five years degree 
course and established a degree in veterinary science. 
That degree is not recognised by the Veterinary College, 
which forces the Leeds students to take a course at one 
of the four extra-mural colleges. Other universities, 
notably Belfast and Cardiff, are contemplating the 
establishment of their own courses, but are blocked by 
the fashion in which the monopoly is exercised. The low 
esteem in which the veterinary profession is held in this 
country is partly the result of the segregated training of 
the student. In Canada, in the United States, and in most 
oivilised countries, veterinary surgeons can obtain univer¬ 
sity degrees, and enjoy the status which these give them, 
as well as the wider outlook which results from mixing 
with men in training for other professions. Nor does the 
present system supply a sufficiency of men. At the recent 
Public Health Congress in Brussels it was stated that 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 

Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow¬ 
ing subscriptions for 1920. 

Daubney, Capt. R., m.sc. 
Davenport, Capt. C., r.a.v.c. 

£1 

1 0 

1 

1 0 

Fowle, Warwick, Birkenhead 

1 

1 0 

Hicks, H., West Hartlepool 

1 

1 0 

Inglis, Maj. T. M., Forfar 

1 

1 0 

Philp, R. A., Brentwood 

1 

1 0 

Simons, Capt. G., Lancaster 
Thwaytes, Maj. R. C. G., R a.v.o. 

1 

1 0 

1 

1 0 

Ward, Capt. J. A., r.a.v.c. 

1 

l 0 

Previously acknowledged 

834 

6 11 

June 23. 

£843 15 11 


OBITUARY. 

Capt. R. W. Paley, r.a.v.c. (t.f.), Walsall, Staffs. 

Graduated, Edin : Dec. 1893. 
Mr. Paley passed away on Thursday, 17th, inst. 


Khan Bahadur Syed Mahtab Shah Gilani, 

Professor of Anatomy and Physiology at the Punjab 
Veterinary College. 

We regret to announce the death on May 28 from 
pneumonia ?of Khan Bahadur Syed Mahtab Shah 
Gilani, Professor of Anatomy and Physiology at the 
Punjab Veterinary College. The deceased officer had 
spent 32 years 7 months in the service of Government, 
and for the whole of that period he held the above 
appointment. He was the author of several books in 
Urdu on veterinary subjects. He was given the title of 
Khan Sahib in January 1897, and that of Khan Baha¬ 
dur in June 1914. Syed Mahtab Shah Gilani was a 
member of a respectable and loyal family of Syeds in 
the Jhang District, who held big estates from the 
Afghan and Moghal Emperors in the Jhang and Lyall- 
pur Districts and possess landed property given by the 
British Government for their loyal and distinguished 
services. He was much respected by the officers and 
members of his department and had a wide circle of 
friends, by whom he will be greatly missed .—Civil and 
I Military Gazette , Lahore. 
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3 

3 

4 
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1 

1 

4 

1 

92 

75 

33 
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57 

2 

2 
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56 

56 
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14 

40 

55 
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5580 

3098 

213 
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380 

915 

666 

1369 

381 

244 

584 


(a) Confirmed. (6) Reported by Looal Authorities. t Counties affeoted, animals attaoked :— 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, June 2?, 1920 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 


IRELAND. Week ended J 
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87 

73 

26 
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18 

9 
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60 

29 
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Week ended June 19. 
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Outbreaks 

3 
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Tota for 26 weeks, 1620 
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B 
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3 
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6 
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3 

*2 
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H 

H 

94 

75 

27 

153 

173 

230 

18 

9 

138 
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Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, June. 21,1920 
Nori.~The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. • As Diseased or Exposed to Infection. 
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